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The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote 
the  cause  of  Christ  among  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists,  and  we  reserve  the  right  to 
refuse  any  article  or  news  that  is 
inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs, 
or  policies,  and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit 
of  harmony  and  cooperation  with  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation  and  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 
The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily 
reflect  the  beliefs  and  policies  of  the  editor 
or  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  The  responsibility 
for  each  article  is  given  the  person  whose 
name  appears  under  the  title  or  to  the 
person  submitting  said  article. 

Subsription  Prices:  All  subscriptions  are 
payable  in  advance: 

1  year  (12  issues)  $13.00 

2  years  (24  issues)  $24.00 
4  years  (48  issues)  $47.00. 

Every-Family  Plan:  A  25  percent  discount 
is  given  when  local  churches  send  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  to  the  home  of  every  member; 
names  and  addresses  to  be  provided  by 
churches.  Churches  are  billed  quarterly. 
Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of  12  or  more  copies  of 
The  Free  Will  Baptist  are  sent  to  one  individual 
who  in  turn  distributes  these.  A  50  percent 
discount  is  offered  under  this  plan. 


The  deadline  for  submissions  to  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  is  the  5*  day  of  the  month  prior 
to  publication.  (Example:  Items  to  be  pub- 
lished in  a  January  issue  must  be  in  no  later 
than  the  5th  day  of  December.)  You  may 
submit  articles  by  any  of  the  following 
methods: 

•  E-mail  to  <editor@fwbpress.com>, 

•  Fax  to  (252)  746-9248,  Attn:  Editor, 

•  Hand  deliver,  or 

•  Mail  to:  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

PO  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513. 

*No  PHONE-IN  OR  HANDWRITTEN  INFORMATION 
WILL  BE  ACCEPTED! 

*PlCTURES  ARE  NOT  RETURNED  UNLESS  THERE  IS 
AN  APPROPRIATE  SELF-ADDRESSED  STAMPED 
ENVELOPE  INCLUDED! 

Advertising  submissions  will  run  for  a 
maximum  of  2  months.  Submissions  for 
Churches  &  Ministry  Positions  Available  and 
Personal  Information  Changes  will  be  run  for 
up  to  2  months.  Space  for  these  columns  is 
limited  by  availability. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  is  edited  and  published 
monthly  by  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation,  Inc.,  3928  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North 
Carolina  28513-0159.  Second-class  postage  paid 
at  Ayden,  North  Carolina  (USPS  2094-4000). 
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Blessed  is  that  man  that  maketh 
the  Lord  his  trust,  and  respecteth  not 
the  proud,  nor  such  as  turn  aside  to  lies 
(Psalm  40:4). 


A  Fresh  New  Year 

by  Darren  E.  Davenport,  Editor 


Time  is  an  interesting  thing.  A  lot  of  people  wish 
they  had  more  of  it  to  do  what  they  need  to  get  done  (I 
could  fit  here)  and  some  waste  a  lot  of  it  (that's  funny, 
I  fit  here,  too).  There  are  a  lot  of  movies  that  have  or 
continue  to  be  produced  about  going  back  or  going 
forward  in  time.  Remember  Back  to  the 
Future — now  there's  a  play  on  words.  We 
love  to  reminisce  about  times  past  and  we 
love  to  make  plans  for  the  future.  Plans 
for  your  retirement  years  concerning 
financial  security  are  certainly 
important — the  earlier  you  plan  for  that, 
the  better.  The  Bible  says  in  Ecclesiastes 
3:1,  "To  everything  there  is  a  season,  and  a  time  to  every 
purpose  under  the  heaven."  Planning  is  an  important 
part  of  every  persons  life.  No — everything's  not 
necessarily  going  to  go  exactly  how  we  plan,  but  that 
doesn't  diminish  the  importance  of  planning. 


We're  just  now  starting  a  fresh  new  year — filled 
with  limitless  possibilities  just  waiting  to  be  found.  If 
you  haven't  started  planning  some  of  those  very 
important  things  in  life,  thinking  I've  got  time  to  do  it 
later,  well,  says  who?  How  do  you  know?  No  one  is 
promised  a  tomorrow!  So  many  different 
things  could  happen;  why  take  a  chance? 

Let's  be  sure  to  keep  God  in  everything 
we  do — I  do  believe  that  God  is  in  the  small 
stuff  all  the  way  up  to  the  larger  details  of 
our  lives — if  we  will  include  Him.  God 
loves  us  all  with  an  everlasting  love.  He 
expects  us  to  do  our  part  in  taking  care  of 
ourselves,  also.  Yes,  the  Lord  does  provide,  but  we've 
got  to  get  up  and  do  our  part.  I  don't  believe  laziness 
is  something  God  would  reward. 
Okay.  2004  Plan  #1:  Make  God  a  part  of  everything  we 
do.  Hmm.  This  could  be  difficult — but  oh  so  worth  it! 


A  Ministry  of  Long,  Enduring  Service 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus 


More  than  sixteen  years  of  my  ministry  have  been 
directly  involved  with  the  work  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Press.  On  three  different  occasions,  as  I  have  previ- 
ously written  about,  I  have  served  as  editor;  therefore, 
my  interest  in  its  continual  service  to  our  denomina- 
tion is  one  of  my  major  concerns.  Since  its  beginning 
almost  130  years  ago,  it  has  proven  its  place  in  the  on- 
going and  stability  of  our  church.  At  times  it  has 
struggled  to  succeed.  In  the  early  1960s  it  proved  to  be 
the  mainstay  against  those  who  would  have  taken  con- 
trol of  its  operations  and  moved  it  in  an  entirely  differ- 
ent direction.  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  with  its  many  inspi- 
rational and  challenging  articles,  has 
certainly  contended  "...for  the  faith 
once  delivered  unto  the  saints"  (Jude 
3).  Its  literature  program  has  offered 
Free  Will  Baptists  materials  that  are 
grounded  in  the  faith  and  practices 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  Its 
bookstore  operations  have  provided 
an  avenue  for  our  churches  to  purchase  church  sup- 
plies, inspirational  books  and  Bibles,  while  supporting 
a  ministry  that  is  a  part  of  our  total  church  family.  Its 
job  printing  department  has  offered  quality  printing 
on  a  competitive  scale. 

Like  many  businesses,  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  is 
facing  the  challenges  of  a  changing  economy,  and  cer- 
tainly needs  the  full  support  of  all  our  churches  and 
pastors.  The  financial  factors  that  have  brought  us  to 
this  situation  are  obvious  in  most  cases.  Competition 
is  keen.  The  mega,  multi-million  dollar  department 


stores  that  dot  our  American  landscape  are  devouring 
the  small  businesses.  The  smaller,  Christian  bookstores, 
for  example,  are  being  forced  out  of  business  because 
they  are  not  able  to  compete  with  such  massive  pur- 
chasing power.  There  is  also  the  competitiveness  of 
what  is  now  known  as  on-line  purchasing,  which  ac- 
cording to  a  recent  report,  has  become  a  major  source 
of  buying. 

A  ride  through  the  countryside,  and  a  visit  to  almost 
any  small  town,  offers  visible  evidence  to  the  overpow- 
ering influence  of  the  huge  shopping  malls  and  huge 
department  stores.  The  countryside  contains  hundreds 
of  empty,  decaying  country  stores 
that  one  time  served  their  communi- 
ties well.  Many  small  towns  have  also 
succumbed  with  boarded  up  store 
fronts.  They  were  not  boycotted  in  the 
sense  of  deliberately  refusing  to  sup- 
port them  (or  were  they?).  Many  of 
these  places  of  business  could  have 
succeeded  if  friends  had  stood  by  them. 

This  brings  us  back  to  the  ministry  of  the  Press.  A 
letter  was  recently  sent  to  all  our  pastors  and  clerks 
from  Mr.  Cliff  Gray,  the  Executive  Director,  appealing 
to  churches  and  pastors  for  greater  support  in  meeting 
their  literature  needs.  In  this  day  of  so  many  deviseness, 
independence,  and  a  growing  lack  of  denominational 
loyalty,  it  is  imperative  that  we  support  our  own  work, 
first  and  foremost;  thus,  we  can  strengthen  its  capabili- 
ties of  greater  outreach  and  service. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  PRESS:  IN  SEARCH 


OF  THE  SIGNIFICANT  MOMENT 


What  the  little,  somewhat  unknown 
Mount  Olive  College  Press  is  all  about, 
I  believe,  is  the  record  of  significant 
moments.  The  record  of  significant 
moments.  The  record  of  significant 
moments?  What  do  you  mean?  What 
is  a  significant  moment  anyway? 

The  concept — significant  moment — is 
an  abstraction  until  it  becomes  alive  in 
a  human  experience.  Stories,  poems, 
music,  photography,  recipes, 
devotions,  meditations,  even  children's 
coloring  books,  might  open  a  window 
to  a  significant  moment.  Again  you  ask, 
"What  is  a  significant  moment?" 

A  significant  moment  is  a  win 
moment,  not  a  loss  moment,  a  moment 
when  reality  has  a  greater  dimension 
of  awareness,  not  a  reduced  dimension, 
as  if  to  remind  us  of  the  preciousness 
of  our  life,  our  being,  our  moment  of 
illumination  or  consciousness,  our 
moment  of  recognition,  our  moment  of 
a  personal  breakthrough. 

Virginia  Woolf  called  the  significant 
moment  a  moment  of  being.  Paul 
Tillich  called  the  significant  moment 
the  awareness  of  being  despite 
nonbeing.  William  Wordsworth  called 
the  significant  moment  the 
breakthrough  of  the  wisdom  and  spirit 
of  the  universe.  Henry  David  Thoreau 
called  the  significant  moment  the 
morning  when  he  was  awake  and  a 
dawn  was  within  him.  Jesus  called  the 
significant  moment  the  entrance  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God  into  a  human  life. 
Goethe  saw  the  significant  moment  as 
the  moment  when  Faust  cried,  "Stay 
awhile."  Job  discovered  the  significant 
moment  when  he  prayed,  "The  Lord 
giveth  and  the  Lord  taketh.  Bless  be  the 
name  of  the  Lord."  Aeschylus  saw  the 
significant  moment  when  the  chorus  in 
Agamemnon  wailed,  "Cry,  cry  upon 
death,  but  may  the  good  prevail." 

Let  me  illustrate  the  significant 
moment  in  Henry  James's  short  story, 
The  Beast  in  the  Jungle.  When  I  have 
students  read  this  story,  I  tell  them 
about  a  Baylor  University  professor, 
Linda  Walker.  Before  she  would  date  a 
man,  she  made  him  read  Henry  James's 


by  Pepper  Worthington 

short  story,  The  Beast  in  the  Jungle.  Then 
she  required  that  he  come  back  to  her 
and  tell  her  what  that  story  was  all 
about.  If  the  man  had  no  clue,  Linda 
Walker  would  not  date  him.  She  said, 
"Bye."  Off  then  I  send  my  students  to 
read  the  story.  Upon  return  to  class, 
many  of  them  have  different  ideas 
about  this  story.  Basically,  John  March, 
the  British  gentleman  dates  a  lovely 
British  lady,  Mary  Bartnum.  He  takes 
her  out  to  eat,  visits  her  in  her 
apartment,  allows  people  to  gossip 
about  her,  refuses  to  marry  her,  tells  her 
his  great  secret  about  the  fearful 
appearance  of  a  beast  in  his  life.  Would 
she  watch  with  him  for  the  beast?  She 
agrees.  She  loves  him.  She  is  active  in 
her  love,  but  he  is  passive.  He  relates 
to  her  because  she  meets  his  needs. 
Slowly,  she  begins  to  die  and  eventually 
she  leaves  him  alone,  her  body  cold  in 
the  ground.  Death  awaits  us  all. 

Well,  what  is  the  significant  moment 
in  this  story?  Students  guess.  Henry 
James  shrewedly  catches  us  at  the  end 
of  the  story  when  he  puts  John  March 
in  a  cemetery.  March  talks  to  Mary 
Bartnum's  grave  there.  One  day  John 
March  looks  up  and  he  sees  a  man  at 
another  grave.  When  this  other  man 
gets  up  and  walks  out,  John  March 
looks  into  the  other  man's  face  and  he 
sees  wrenching  pain,  deep  grief,  a  face 
that  seems  to  howl  from  its  loss  of  a 
loved  one.  Suddenly  John  March  has  a 
significant  moment.  He  wonders  what 
kind  of  love  this  man  must  have 
experienced  to  have  such  a  face  of  grief. 
At  that  moment  John  March  recognized 
the  beast.  The  beast  is  his  lost 
opportunity  to  love.  The  beast  is  the 
reality  that  he  has  never  experienced 
love  enough  to  experience  the  level  of 
grief  that  the  other  man  experienced. 

The  Mount  Olive  College  Press 
voices  tell  us  of  significant  moments. 
The  significant  moment  becomes  in 
part  the  very  act  of  telling  the  story  of 
sharing  the  self,  of  taking  a  risk  that 
someone  will  hear  you,  sing  with  you, 
roam  about  the  mind  with  you,  venture 
with  you.  The  artist  recognizes  the 


significant  both  in  the^reaung  of  a 
work  and  in  the  sharing  of  a  work.  The 
night  Eddie  Williams  read  from  his  first 
poetry  collection,  Night  Walk  (1993), 
was  a  significant  moment.  His  entire 
family  was  at  the  poetry  reading.  His 
father,  a  farmer  in  Duplin  County  was 
not  impressed  with  poetry  or  with 
Eddie's  creativity,  because  Eddie  was 
not  making  money.  Poetry  wasn't 
putting  food  on  the  table.  Poetry  wasn't 
worthwhile  if  nobody  could  make 
money  from  it.  Why  write  at  all  if  the 
world  really  doesn't  want  to  hear  you? 
Why  speak  at  all  if  the  world  doesn't 
really  want  to  hear  you?  Why  create 
anything  if  only  a  small  press  will  help 
you  get  it  out  there?  If  your  creativity 
is  worthwhile,  why  doesn't  somebody 
in  New  York  buy  your  work?  Why 
don't  you  just  try  to  use  your  time  in 
some  other  way? 

Eddie  couldn't  justify  his  poetry  in 
monetary  terms.  Eddie  couldn't  justify 
his  creativity  in  the  larger  marketplace 
He  couldn't  validate  his  own  creativity 
from  a  capitalist  standpoint.  All  he 
would  say  was  that  he  had  to  Write. 
Period.  Some  people  have  to  sing.  Some 
people  have  to  draw.  If  you  asked  any 
of  these  artists — "Why  do  you  do 
this?" — most  of  them  might  say,  "I 
don't  know,  I  just  have  to."  If  they  knew 
why  they  had  to  create,  they  probably 
wouldn't  be  creating. 

And'  so  the  creative  process  begins 
in  search  of  the  significant  moment. 
The  night  Eddie  Williams  read  from  his 
first  book  of  poems,  his  entire  family 
came.  We  had  a  reception  for  him. 

As  Eddie  and  I  left  the  reading  and 
went  into  the  parking  lot  of  the 
Henderson  Building,  the  wind  was 
doing  its  own  mad  dance,  leaves  were 
shaking  above  our  heads.  Eddie  turned 
to  me,  his  face  radiant,  flushed,  and 
said,  "I  want  you  to  know  something. 
To  have  my  family  hear  my  poems  and 
to  have  people  celebrate  with  me 
means  more  to  me  than  you  can  imag- 
ine. I  just  want  to  say  if  I  were  to  die 
tonight,  I  feel  I  have  lived  and  it  has 
been  worth  it." 
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&£TIREM£riT  ttOMCS  NIMSTRY 


JANUARY  IS  RETIREMENT  HOMES  MONTH 

OK,  so  what?  What  do  you  do?  Why  are  you  always  asking  for  money?  Because  we  must! 

Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Retirement  Homes  began  a  little  over  25  years  ago,  first  as  a  dream,  then  as  a  vision. 
Both  dream  and  vision  were  very  small  at  the  outset,  just  a  desire  to  help  our  retired  people  with  their  housing 
needs.  Some  of  these  needs  showed  dire  circumstances,  others  just  a  definite  need  for  help.  In  the  ensuing  years, 
our  understanding  of  the  needs  of  persons  has  broadened  and  our  ministry  has  expanded. 

It  is  not  the  aim  of  this  article  to  sing  the  praises  of  anyone,  but  I  would  be  amiss  if  I  did  not  mention  the  Rev. 
Walter  Sutton,  whose  vision  and  compassion  became  the  driving  force  of  the  idea  and  thus  the  ministry.  The 
information  that  came  to  the  Director  and  the  Board  convinced  them  to  reach  out  to  help  people,  thus  the  motto, 
"People  Helping  People  In  Jesus'  Name."  Today,  this  aim  is  more  important  than  ever  before.  In  a  society  of 
apparent  plenty,  the  needy  often  go  unnoticed.  Nevertheless,  there  are  several  people  who  do  not  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  other  programs  or  sources  and  it  behooves  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  people  to  help. 

To  help  means  different  things  to  different  people.  Some  have  no  resources  at  all,  others  varying  amounts 
calling  for  greater  or  lesser  support.  We  have  several  programs  to  attempt  to  meet  these  needs.  First,  our  resident 
program  is  one  in  which  the  client  participates  by  contributing  a  portion  of  his  or  her  retirement  income,  what- 
ever it  may  be  to  OFWB  Retirement  Homes.  Then,  we  provide  all  basic  housing  needs,  including  utilities  (except 
telephone),  appliances,  yard  care,  etc.  Second,  our  Housing  Support  Program  is  one  through  which  we  give  a 
definite  amount  of  financial  support  each  month  for  a  specific  period  of  time,  and  try  to  renew  the  time  period 
contract  each  year.  Third,  our  Support  Services  Program  is  designed  to  help  with  housing  and  living  needs  ser- 
vices for  those  who  cannot  fit  into  other  categories.  Fourth,  the  Disability  Equipment  Availability  Program  pro- 
vides convalescent  equipment  for  those  in  need,  such  as:  hospital  beds,  wheelchairs,  recliner/lift  chairs,  etc. 

We  are  providing  assistance  to  16  clients  in  our  three  assistance  programs.  In  addition,  we  have  several  items  of 
disability  equipment  on  loan  to  various  persons.  All  of  our  programs  are  serving  our  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
people  and  are  limited  to  Free  Will  Baptists  or  persons  who  have  worked  for  an  Original  Free  Will  Ministry  for  a 
minimum  of  ten  years.  Now  this  is  the  deal!  This  kind  of  service  is  expensive. 

In  recent  months,  we  have  had  to  close  our  application  process  because  we  do  not  have  enough  funds  to  aid 
more  people.  This  is  tragic!  During  the  2002-2003  fiscal  year,  out  of  245  churches,  109  gave  nothing  and  an 
additional  21  gave  less  than  $100.  That  means  that  about  half  of  our  churches  had  to  bear  the  load  of  need  for  our 
retired  citizens. 

How  can  you  help  change  this  situation?  By  encouraging  your  church  to  invite  the  Executive  Director  to  attend 
and  explain  the  needs  of  our  retiring  community  to  you.  By  urging  your  church  to  give,  on  a  regular  basis,  to 
Retirement  Homes.  By  supporting  your  church  in  its  participation  in  All  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministries, 
this  is  the  extension  of  your  local  church  in  its  service  to  the  world. 

OFWB  Retirement  Homes  and  its  staff  thank  each  and  every  person  and  church  for  all  their  support — financial 
and  prayerful  concerns. 


OFWB  Retirement  Homes 
PO  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
Telephone:  (252)  746-4963 
Fax:  (252)  746-8780 
e-mail:  <director@ofwbretirementhomes.org> 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  WRAPS  UP 
SUCCESSFUL  ALUMNI  WEEKEND 

Another  successful  Alumni  Week- 
end was  held  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege in  November.  Over  400  alumni 
and  family  members  joined  Dianne 
Riley,  director  of  alumni  relations, 
for  "An  Old  Fashioned  Family  Re- 
union." 

The  weekend  began  with  a  golf 
tournament  at  Southern  Wayne 
Country  Club  on  Friday.  Saturday 
was  filled  with  seminars,  a  reception 
and  basketball  games,  and  alumni 

had  the  opportunity  to  cheer  the  Mount  Olive  College  Trojans  to  victory  during 
the  Mount  Olive  Pickle  Classic  Tournament.  The  weekend  concluded  with  a  me- 
morial service  led  by  Marie  Glenn,  former  registrar  of  Mount  Olive  College  and  a 
worship  service  led  by  Russell  Duncan. 

During  the  weekend,  several  alumni  were  recognized  for  contributions  they 
made  to  the  College  and  their  community.  The  N.  B.  Barrow  family  of  Greene 
County  was  recognized  for  their  extraordinary  leadership  and  support  for  the 
academic  development  and  Christian  spiritual  life  enrichment  at  Mount  Ollive 
College  Tex  Barrow  was  also  presented  with  the  Distinguished  Service  Award. 
Earl  Worley  Jr.  of  Princeton  was  presented  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  Award,  and 
Bill  Kemp  of  Goldsboro,  and  Buddy  Pope  of  Mount  Olive  were  named  honorary 
alumni.  James  Cahoon  of  Soundside  Church  was  named  president  of  the  2003- 
2004  Mount  Olive  College  Alumni  Association,  being  presented  the  gavel  by  the 
past  president  Stanley  Harrell. 

"Mount  Olive  College  has  always  been  a  family.  The  weekend  was  a  time  to 
celebrate  and  remember  the  different  groups  who  make  up  the  'whole'  of  Mount 
Olive  College,"  stated  Riley.  "It  truly  was  an  'old-fashioned  family  reunion." 


VISITATION 
DAY  TO  BE 
HELD  AT  MOC 

Mount  Olive  College  will  host  a 
Visitation  Day  on  Monday,  January  19 
from  9  a.m.  -2  p.m.  High  school  students 
and  parents  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  tour  the  campus,  meet  professors 
and  students,  attend  admissions  and 
financial  aid  workshops,  audition  for 
music  and  art  scholarships,  and  get 
information  about  NCAA  Division  II 
athletics  eligibility.  Please  feel  free  to 
contact  Jennifer  Ricks,  Assistant 
Director  of  Admissions,  at  (800)  653- 
0854  or  <jricks@moc.edu>  with  any 
questions  or  to  register  for  the  event. 


COMING  EVENTS 

AGRIBUSINESS 
PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  WORKSHOP 
January  11-15,  2004 

A  four-day  event  has  been  planned  to 
introduce  future  and  young  farmers  to 
the  personal  and  business  management 
tools  required  to  succeed  in 
agribusiness  and  provide  them  with 
resources  to  become  future  successful 
leaders  in  rural  North  Carolina.  The 
workshop  will  be  limited  to  25  partici- 
pants, each  less  than  40  years  of  age, 
and  preferably  husband  and  wife 
teams.  For  more  information,  contact 
Dr.  Don  Scott  at  (919)  658-2502  or  e-mail 
<dscott@moc.edu>. 


SKINNER 
HONORED 


Jonathan  Skinner  of  Durham  was 
awarded  the  Founders  Leadership 
Award  during  the  annual  Founders 
Day  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

Skinner,  a  senior  computer  informa- 
tion services  and  religion  double  ma- 
jor, is  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Doug  and  Vir- 
ginia Skinner.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Cresset  Christian  Academy  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Mount  Olive  College 
Concert  Choir.  He  attends  Sherron 
Acres  Church  in  Durham. 

The  Founders  Leadership  Award  is 
a  scholarship  sponsored  by  Dr.  W. 
Burkette  Raper,  president  of  Mount 
Olive  College  1954-1995,  and  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Rose  M.  Raper.  The  award  is  given 
in  honor  and  memory  of  those  who, 
with  vision  and  leadership,  initiated 
the  founding  of  Mount  Olive  College 
in  1951  and  those  who  in  subsequent 
years  have  provided  extraordinary 
leadership  through  dedicated  services, 
leadership,  and  support  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  College. 

The  scholarship  is  presented  to  the 
rising  senior  who  has  distinguished 
him/herself  as  an  individual  of  char- 
acter and  initiative  and  who  has  dem- 
onstrated strong  leadership  qualities 
while  enrolled  at  the  College.  The  re- 
cipient is  selected  by  a  committee  of 
faculty,  student,  and  staff  representa- 
tives. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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The  award  was  given  in  honor  of  Dr. 
Michael  Pelt,  professor  of  religion 
emeritus.  Dr.  Pelt  has  had  a  distin- 
guished career  of  service  to  Mount  Ol- 
ive College  and  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church.  He  accepted  the 
invitation  from  President  W.  Burkette 
Raper  to  become  part  of  the  College 


faculty  in  1957.  During  his  thirty-seven 
year  career  he  served  the  College  in 
many  capacities  including  academic 
dean,  chaplain,  and  chair  of  the  depart- 
ment of  religion.  However,  his  great- 
est contribution  was  in  the  classroom, 
where  he  modeled  academic  excellence 
and  honest  Christian  scholarship. 


EMPLOYEES  HONORED 


Mount  Olive 
College  honored 
30  employees  and 
celebrated  52 
years  of  Christian 
higher  education 
at  the  College's 
annual  Founders 
Day  Worship  Ser- 
vice. 

Faculty,  staff, 
students,  and 
friends  from  Free 
Will  Baptist 
churches  filled 

Rodgers  Chapel  to  hear  Mr.  Charles 
McLawhorn,  Jr.  an  attorney  and 
member  of  the  Mount  Olive  College 
Board  of  Trustees,  deliver  the 
Founders  Day  address. 

During  the  service,  Dr.  J.  William 
Byrd,  president  of  the  College,  recog- 
nized faculty  and  staff  for  their  con- 
tinued dedicated  efforts  to  Mount  Ol- 
ive College.  He  presented  each  with 
a  gift  engraved  with  the  College  seal. 

During  the  ceremony,  Dr.  Byrd  rec- 
ognized Nelda  Smith,  bookkeeper, 
for  35  years  of  service.  Thirty-year 
service  award  recipients  were  Dianne 
Riley,  director  of  alumni  relations, 
and  Barbara  Whitfield,  cashier. 
Lillian  Grubbs,  secretary  of  the 
Mount  Olive  College  Press,  was  rec- 
ognized for  25  years  of  service,  and 
Betty  Keene,  office  assistant  for 
evening  college  was  recognized  for 
20  years  of  service.  Those  recognized 
for  15  years  of  service  are  Dr.  Sharon 
Carter,  professor  of  recreation  and 
leisure  studies;  Dr.  Dee  Clere,  profes- 
sor of  English;  Bill  Clingan,  associate 
professor  of  recreation  and  leisure 
studies;  Dr.  David  Hines,  professor  of 


religion;  and  Dr.  Barbara  Kornegay, 
vice  president  for  enrollment.  Gwin 
Cox,  library  assistant,  and  Edna  Price, 
cafeteria,  were  recognized  for  10 
years  of  service.  The  five  year  service 
award  recipients  were  Dr.  Jake 
Brown,  associate  professor  of  science 
and  education;  Michael  Bumgarner, 
lecturer  in  criminal  justice;  Roy 
Campbell,  assistant  professor  of  busi- 
ness; Matt  Green,  director  of  non-tra- 
ditional recruitment;  Pam  Harris,  ad- 
ministrative assistant;  Allen  Hull,  as- 
sistant professor  of  criminal  justice; 
Joe  Klotz,  director  of  Mount  Olive 
College  at  New  Bern;  Jo  Ann  Lewis, 
secretary  in  admissions;  Sung-Nyul 
Paek,  assistant  professor  of  business; 
Ollie  Rose,  associate  professor  of 
physics  and  mathematics;  Jennie 
Ross,  banquet  and  pastry  chef;  Ila 
Strickland,  assistant  registrar;  John 
Sykes,  assistant  vice  president  for  fi- 
nance; Ella  Vann,  cafeteria;  Phillip 
Vann,  maintenance;  Vicky  Warrick, 
student  records  management  special- 
ist; Carolyn  West,  cafeteria;  and  Amy 
Witherington,  receptionist  for  regis- 
trar. 


DISTINGUISHED 
JURIST  VISITS 
MOUNT  OLIVE 
COLLEGE 

Mount  Olive  College  recently  wel- 
comed Mr.  Charles  Sebesta,  Jr.  to  its 
campus  for  a  series  of  lectures  to  ben- 
efit the  educational  enrichment  of  stu- 
dents majoring  in  religion  and  crimi- 
nal justice. 

Sebesta  delivered  four  lectures  on 
campus  during  his  visit;  one  to  crimi- 
nal justice  students  at  Mount  Olive 
College;  a  luncheon  address  to  mem- 
bers of  the  criminal  justice  faculty  and 
members  of  local  law  enforcement;  and 
the  weekly  worship  service  in  Rodgers 
Chapel,  which  was  followed  by  lun- 
cheon discussion  with  clergy  from  the 
area. 

Mr.  Sebesta,  a  native  of  Snook,  Texas, 
is  a  graduate  of  Baylor  University 
School  of  Law,  has  served  as  an  attor- 
ney and  county  judge,  was  elected  for 
six  terms  as  a  district  attorney,  and  was 
named  Prosecutor  of  the  Year  by  the 
State  Bar  of  Texas  in  1999.  He  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  U.S.  Army  War  College  and 
has  twice  been  called  to  active  duty, 
most  recently  during  Operation  Desert 
Storm  in  1990. 

His  topics  included  issues  and  pro- 
cedures in  prosecution,  desirable  quali- 
ties for  personnel  in  the  criminal  jus- 
tice system,  being  a  Christian  in  a  secu- 
lar society,  and  several  church-state  is- 
sues of  current  concern  to  clergy  such 
as  prayer  in  public  schools,  and  public 
displays  of  the  Ten  Commandments. 

Mr.  Sebesta  was  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  the  former  Mary  Jane  McKenzie, 
a  Louisiana  native  and  former  exten- 
sion agent. 

The  opportunity  for  the  visit  was 
made  possible  through  the  Barrow 
Family  Endowed  Fund  for  Christian 
Ministries,  administered  through  the 
College.  Mr.  N.  Bruce  Barrow,  for 
whom  the  fund  is  named,  previously 
served  the  Sebesta  family  as  their  pas- 
tor in  Texas. 

The  family  of  Charles  Sebesta,  Sr.,  has 
established  the  Sebesta  Memorial  Fund 
at  the  College.  It  has  provided  scholar- 
ships for  students  at  the  College  since 
1988. 
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MOC  IS  THE 
"PERFECT  PLACE" 
FOR  ALBERTSON 

by  Erin  Brescia,  Public  Affairs  Specialist 

It  may  begin  to  sound 
cliche  after  a  while,  but 
more  and  more  students 
are  searching  for  a  col- 
lege with  a  family  atmo- 
sphere; a  place  where 
they  are  a  person,  not 
just  a  single  number  in  a 
classroom  of  150. 
When  asked  what  they  enjoy  most 
about  Mount  Olive  College,  many  stu- 
dents give  responses  such  as,  "I  like  the 
small  class  size  and  that  the  teachers 
know  me  by  name." 

In  receiving  a  college  education,  the 
small  school  atmosphere  and  the  one-on- 
one  attention  with  professors  is  what  sold 
the  College  to  Brettany  Albertson,  a 
Duplin  County  native  and  member  of 
Bethlehem  Church. 

"I  also  chose  Mount  Olive  College  be- 
cause of  the  Christian  foundation  and  the 
scholarships  I  was  able  to  receive,"  she 
stated.  Albertson  received  an  OFWB 
grant  and  a  merit  scholarship.  Merit 
Scholarships  are  selected  on  the  basis  of 
grade  point  average,  class  rank,  and  SAT 
scores. 

A  2000  graduate  of  East  Duplin  High 
School,  Albertson  is  a  senior  this  year, 
majoring  in  business  management.  She 
is  currently  taking  21  semester  hours, 
which  translates  into  seven  different 
courses. 

When  she  isn't  in  class  or  at  Softball 
practice,  Albertson  is  busy  studying. 
"Not  many  people  realize  how  many  21 
semester  hours  takes  up,"  she  stated. 

Through  the  business  management 
program,  Albertson  has  studied  the  vari- 
ous aspects  of  business,  economic,  theo- 
ries of  management,  and  has  taken 
classes  in  employee  behavior  and  busi- 
ness law. 

"I  enjoy  Dr.  Hood's  classes.  He  has  an 
awesome  teaching  style  that  really  helps 
me  understand  the  business  world,"  she 
said. 

Dr.  Doug  Hood,  assistant  professor  of 
business,  has  been  with  Mount  Olive 
College  since  1996.  "I  am  dedicated  to  my 
students'  success,"  stated  Dr.  Hood.  "I 
believe  what  makes  Mount  Olive  College 
special  is  the  close  interaction  between 
the  faculty,  staff,  and  students." 


ANTIOCH  CHURCH  BEGINS 
SCHOLARSHIP  FOR  MINISTERS 

The  members  of  Antioch  Church  in  Wayne 
County  established  an  endowed  scholarship  to 
show  their  appreciation  for  the  Rev.  Jeff  Daughtry 
for  serving  the  church  as  interim  pastor  during 
2003.  He  served  at  the  church  from  January  until 
November. 

During  the  ten  month  search  for  a  pastor,  the 
members  of  the  church  recognized  the  need  for 
more  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers.  The  church 
wanted  to  help  meet  that  need  by  assisting  minis- 
terial students  in  achieving  their  education. 

Donald  Radford,  a  deacon  at  Antioch,  made  the  announcement  during  a  recent 
worship  service  that  the  church  had  chosen  to  express  their  appreciation  to  the 
Daughtrys  for  serving  the  church  by  establishing  a  scholarship  in  their  names  for 
ministerial  students  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

"I  know  of  no  greater  way  you  could  have  said  "thank  you"  than  to  begin  a  scholar- 
ship for  ministers  at  Mount  Olive  College,"  stated  Mr.  Daughtry.  "Nothing  could  have 
been  more  meaningful  to  me  and  my  family.  This  scholarship,  which  is  born  today, 
will  always  live  and  will  continue  to  benefit  uV  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  by  making  it 
possible  for  ministers  to  receive  an  education." 

Deacon  Doug  Harrison  stated,  "We  could  have  gotten  anyone  to  serve  as  interim, 
but  Jeff  has  done  much  more  than  fill  in.  He  has  become  a  part  of  our  lives."  He  went 
on  to  say,  "When  ministerial  students  receive  the  Daughtry  Scholarship  in  50  or  100 
years.  I  hope  they  will  discover  one  of  God's  best  servants  and  a  man  that  truly  changed 
lives." 

Antioch  Church  is  beginning  the  endowment  in  hopes  that  other  churches  will  join 
with  them  and  give  to  the  Daughtry  Ministerial  Scholarship  Fund. 

Daughtry,  the  son  of  Mavie  Daughtry  and  the  late  R.  Person  Daughtry  of  Smithfield, 
attended  Yelverton  Grove  Church  while  growing  up.  A  graduate  of  Smithfield-Selma 
Senior  High  School,  he  attended  Mount  Olive  College  where  he  met  Wanda  Russell 
from  Newport,  a  member  of  Sound  View  Church.  After  graduating  from  Mount  Olive 
College,  both  continued  their  education  at  Atlantic  Christian  (now  Barton)  College. 

Daughtry  answered  the  call  to  Christian  ministry,  was  licensed  in  1985,  and  or- 
dained in  1986  by  the  Eastern  Conference  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  He  has  served 
as  director  of  church  and  public  relations  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  in 
Middlesex,  and  as  pastor  of  Westside  Church  in  Kinston.  He  served  on  the  Mount 
Olive  College  Board  of  Trustees  for  eight  years  and  began  working  at  Mount  Olive 
College  in  the  Office  of  Planned  Giving  in  2000. 

The  Daughtrys  live  in  La  Grange,  NC,  and  have  three  children:  Joy,  a  senior  at  Mount 
Olive  College;  Daniel,  a  junior  at  Mount  Olive  College;  and  Amy,  a  freshman  at  Barton 
College. 

Friends  of  the  Daughtrys  and  the  churches  they  have  served  are  invited  to  make  a 
gift  to  "The  Jefferson  D.  and  Wanda  J.  Daughtry  Endowed  Ministerial  Scholarship 
Fund"  at  Mount  Olive  College,  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365. 

2003  PICKLE  COURT 

Five  Free  Will  Baptist  students  were  nominated  to  represent  their  class  on  the  2003  Pickle 
Court  during  Homecoming  Weekend  activities  at  Mount  Olive  College:  Philip  Pennington, 
Goldsboro,  freshman,  is  the  son  of  Rex  and  Jan  Pennington.  He  attends  Stoney  Creek  Church 
in  Wayne  County;  Tyler  Barwick,  Mount  Olive,  freshman,  is  the  daughter  of  Ken  and  Debra 
Barwick.  She  attends  Northeast  Church  in  Wayne  County;  Matthew  Grubbs,  Elizabeth  City, 
freshman,  is  the  son  of  Paul  and  Teresa  Grubbs.  He  attends  St.  Paul  Church  in  Pasquotank 
County;  Dawn  Faircloth,  Dunn,  sophomore,  is  the  daughter  of  Gary  and  Susan  Faircloth. 
She  attends  Roberts  Grove  Church  in  Sampson  County;  Jonathan  Skinner,  Durham,  se- 
nior, is  the  son  of  Doug  and  Virginia  Skinner.  He  attends  Sherron  Acres  Church  in  Durham 
County. 

The  2003  Pickle  Classic  King  and  Queen  is  Jamie  Massengill,  a  senior  from  Goldsboro 
and  Tiffany  Brice,  a  junior  from  Dudley. 
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RACHEL'S  JOURNAL 
FROM  HER  SUMMER  IN  MEXICO  2003 

(as  documented  through  her  e-mails) 

Friday,  June  6,  2003 

Well,  I  haven't  even  left  the  country  yet,  and  it's  already 
started!  Lalo  (one  of  the  preachers  from  Mexico  who  usu- 
ally picks  me  up  and  takes  me  to  Rosita)  called  me  at  5  p.m. 
today  to  let  me  know  that  he  couldn't  get  permission  from 
customs  to  come  into  the  United  States!  I  checked  the  bus 
schedule  from  San  Antonio  to  Eagle  Pass,  but  it  left  about 
two  hours  before  my  plane  came  in,  so  that  meant  I  would 
have  to  wait  until  Sunday.  After  searching  for  quite  a  bit  on 
the  internet,  I  found  that  I  had  two  choices  for  renting  a  car — 
Rent-A-Wreck  or  Enterprise.  So  Enterprise  it  is!!  I've  always 
wanted  to  drive  in  Texas  where  they  have  "Texas  Friendly"  driving.  If  some- 
one comes  up  behind  you  and  wants  to  go  by,  you  just  slide  over  to  the  shoul- 
der, and  you  both  keep  driving.  They  don't  have  to  slow  down,  and  you  don't 
have  to  feel  like  someone  is  trying  to  run  over  you.  I'm  much  less  stressed 
than  I  was  initially!  I  think  God's  just  preparing  me  to  take  care  of  more  and 
more  aspects  of  this  trip!  Well,  I  guess  I  should  try  to  go  to  sleep  now! 

Saturday,  June  14,  2003 

Let's  see... what  valuable  lessons  have  I  learned?  Well,  when  renting  a  car, 
find  out  if  it  is  a  one-way  rental  or  if  it  is  a  return  rental,  (and  you  have  to  pay 
extra  if  you  aren't  25  or  older!)  I  ended  up  not  being  able  to  rent  the  car,  and  a 
nice  man  at  the  traffic  help  desk  took  pity  on  me  and  gave  me  a  number  of  a 
tour  group  that  made  the  trip  from  San  Antonio  to  Eagle  Pass.  I  had  to  wait 
about  1  hour  and  a  half  when  I  got  to  Eagle  Pass  for  my  ride  because  he  was 
confused  about  when  I  was  going  to  arrive!  I  did  finally  arrive  in  Rosita  Satur- 
day night  about  11:30  p.m.  (12:30  a.m.  our  time).  Since  my  arrival,  I've  been 
playing  in  the  streets  with  all  the  kids  in  the  neighborhood!  They  keep  asking, 
"When  is  Bible  School?"  They  are  so  excited.  I  won't  be  able  to  have  it  until 
the  second  week  in  July,  though,  because  of  their  school  schedule  and  my 
traveling.  I've  made  plans  for  the  rest  of  the  summer  and  it  looks  like  I'll  only 
be  in  Rosita  a  few  days  here  and  there  and  then  for  a  week  (the  second  week 
in  June).  I'm  so  excited.  The  first  team  will  be  here  tonight  and  we  are  going  to 
Saltillo  tomorrow  to  start  Bible  School  on  Monday!  I  also  had  a  good  long  talk 
with  a  family  that  I  have  been  sharing  with  for  about  4  years  now.  The  kids 
came  to  church  when  they  were  younger,  but  they  don't  go  any  more.  I  can 
only  share  bits  and  pieces  at  the  time  because  some  of  them  aren't  very  open 
to  the  Gospel.  They  have  some  group  (The  Servants)  who  come  and  have  a 
church  service  at  the  beginning  of  every  month,  so  I'm  going  to  visit  in  July  to 
see  what  they  believe.  Please  pray  for  this  family  and  for  me  as  I  try  to  learn 
exactly  what  it  is  that  they  believe.  I  don't  think  that  I'm  going  to  be  able  to  go 
to  Tamualipas  this  summer,  there  just  isn't  enough  time  to  do  everything,  but 
I  know  the  Lord  will  open  the  doors  in  the  places  that  He  sees  fit!  Well,  I  guess 
I'm  going  to  run.  I'll  keep  you  posted  as  I  can.  I'm  using  the  internet  in  a  store. 
They  sell  you  time  on  the  computer.  Interesting  isn't  it?  It  rained  yesterday. 
So,  it's  actually  pretty  nice  outside  right  now! 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  10  January  2004 


THANK  YOU 
FOR  GIVING 

ARIBUNGAS  CHURCH 
BROOKES  POINT 
PALAWAN, 
PHILIPPINES 


Retchen,  before 
surgery 


Retchen, 
after  surgery 


We  recently  received  a  request 
from  Retchen  Aguilar,  a  member  of 
the  Aribungas  Church  in  Brookes 
Point,  Palawan,  Philippines.  This 
young  lady  needed  surgery  for  ju- 
venile cataracts  and  other  problems 
with  both  of  her  eyes.  This  surgery, 
medicine,  hospitalization,  and  fare 
in  travel  would  cost  about  25,000 
pesos  or  $500.  The  funds  were  sent 
in  June  of  2003  and  the  operation 
was  a  success.  Below  is  a  thank  you 
note  from  her  family. 

"We  are  so  very  much  thankful 
to  God  for  the  success  of  Retchen's 
operation.  Now  she  can  already 
read  far  words,  and  she  doesn't  suf- 
fer with  headaches  anymore.  Her 
dream  to  continue  her  studies  has 
come  true.  That  is  why  my  family 
would  like  to  express  our  deepest 
gratitude  for  the  financial  assistance 
that  you  have  extended  to  us.  There 
are  no  words  to  tell  you  how  much 
we  appreciate  your  help.  May  the 
blessings  of  our  dear  Lord  be  with 
you  so  that  you  always  extend  your 
help,  especially  to  the  needy." 
Danilo  and  Marissa  Aguilar. 


During  my 
visits  to  our 
churches  we 
always  tried  to 
show  you  the 
needs  of  the 
people  whom 
we  serve.  I 
trust  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  works  in  you.  I  don't  feel 
my  call  is  to  be  a  beggar  with  exciting 
mission  stories  to  proclaim  God's  Mis- 
sion on  the  Earth.  I  am  called  to  be  a 
Redeemer,  who  provides  everlasting 
life  with  our  Creator  God  Almighty. 

Bulgaria  is  one  of  the  poorest  coun- 
tries of  East  Europe  and  the  Gypsies  we 
work  with  are  certainly  the  poorest 
people  of  this  country.  Our  members 
have  simply  no  means  to  raise  funds 
to  build  Holy  Places  for  devotion, 
meditation,  and  worship,  where  the  liv- 
ing water  can  be  shared  to  people  who 
try  to  drink  from  their  own  wells  of  life. 
The  poor  are  becoming  poorer.  We  see 
again  a  tremendous  increase  of  poverty 
and  prostitution  of  young  girls,  some- 
times not  older  than  13  years.  The 


REFLECTIONS 

by  Willem  van  der  Plas 

Western  tourists  announce  to  one  an- 
other shamelessly  that  the  Gypsies  are 
very  cheap.  Young  men  are  crimped  by 
homosexuals  to  sleep  with  them  as 
male  prostitutes.  We  know  that  people 
from  the  wealthy  West  are  deceiving 
young  men  to  work  for  them,  first  in 
the  yard  of  the  hotel  and  from  there 
they  are  lured  inside,  because  they 
want  to  prepare  them  as  actors  in  por- 
nographic movies.  Even  some  of  "our 
young  men"  have  moved  into  that  life 
to  be  able  to  escape  poverty  for  them- 
selves and  their  families.  It  is  a  heavy 
stone  on  our  hearts.  May  the  Lord  send 
His  angels  to  roll  that  stone  away. 

We  need  places  where  we  can  meet 
children,  youth,  and  adults.  Places  to 
worship,  to  serve,  to  witness,  to  medi- 
tate, to  devote  in  prayers,  because  in 
their  crowded  one-room  homes  is  no 
place  to  concentrate  on  personal  Bible 
reading  and  prayer.  They  need  places 
where  they  can  weep  and  laugh,  where 
they  can  pour  out  their  sorrows  and 
troubles,  where  they  can  sing  and 
praise  the  Lord. 

The  same  man  who  once  said,  "If  you 


give  a  cup  of  cool  water  to  these  little 
ones,"  also  said,  "Whoever  drinks  the 
water  I  give  him  will  never  thirst.  In- 
deed, the  water  I  give  him  will  become 
in  him  a  spring  of  water  welling  up  to 
eternal  life."  Please  notice  that  I  said, 
"The  wells  have  been  community  prop- 
erty." To  give  a  cup  of  cool  water  will 
assure  you  of  a  reward.  How  much 
more  will  your  reward  be  if  you  make 
it  possible  that  people  can  drink  from 
the  spring  of  everlasting  life.  I  like  to 
suggest,  "Read  John  4  ten  times  and  see 
what  miracles  are  happening  in  that  Sa- 
maritan community." 

I  walk  in  the  garden  and  see  that 
heavy  stone.  I  pray,  "Lord,  send  your 
angels  to  take  that  awesome  stone 
away  and  show  us  that  our  Redeemer 
lives.  Lord  Jesus  contaminate  us  with 
your  eagerness  to  save  those  who  are 
drinking  from  their  own  wells,  who  are 
lost  in  themselves.  Help  us  to  provide 
them  with  water  from  the  ROCK." 

I  pray  that  the  Lord  will  move  your 
hearts  to  support  our  building  fund.  I 
am  not  able  to  stir  your  spirit,  but  He 
can,  "In  God  We  Trust." 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  MINDANAO  CONFERENCE 

CAGAYAN  DE  ORO  CITY,  PHILIPPINES 

by  Dario  Basingil 


The  Cebu  District  was  recently  di- 
vided into  two  districts  (Cebu  and 
Mindanao).  They,  however,  hold  their 
Annual  Conference  together,  which 
also  includes  a  two-day  Missions  Con- 
ference. 

The  last  Conference  was  held  at 
Carment  Church,  Cagayan  de  Oro  City, 
with  the  host  pastor,  the  Rev.  Diosdado 
Solomon.  The  Barangay  Captain  of 
Carmen,  Cagayan  de  Oro  City  gave  the 
opening  remarks  and  welcome.  The 
theme  for  the  District  Conference  was 
"Occupy  Til  I  Come,"  with  Scripture 
taken  from  Luke  19:13.  My  wife,  Susan, 
gave  a  lecture  about  "Women  of  Influ- 
ence" during  the  Conference.  Her 
Scripture  was  taken  from  Proverbs 
31:10-31. 

The  theme  for  the  Mission  Confer- 
ence was  "Always  Abounding  in  the 
Work  of  the  Lord,"  with  Scripture  from 


1  Corinthians  15:58. 1  encouraged  and 
challenged  everyone  from  the  Word  of 
God  in  the  afternoon  Worship  Service. 
Susan  spoke  at  the  Mission  Conference 
at  the  Iligan  Church  where  the  Rev. 
Joefry  Saniel  is  the  pastor. 

Please  continue  to  pray  for  our  min- 
istry and  the  workers  in  Mindanao. 


Barangay 
Captain 
giving 
opening 
remarks 
and 
welcome. 
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Susan 
Basingil 
speaking 
during  the 
Annual 
Conference 
and  Missions 
Conference. 


The  Rev. 

Dario 
Basingil 
speaking  at 
the 

Missions 
Conference. 


NEW  CONVERTS— NEW  CONGREGATION 

SATARA,  INDIA 

by  Harold  Jones,  Executive  Director 


In  the  December  Command,  I  wrote 
an  article  on  our  work  in  India  and 
mentioned  a  family  in  Satara  (the  R. 
S.  Dhoke  Family)  who  were  devout 
Hindus  who  were  led  to  the  Lord. 
When  they  committed  their  lives  to 
Jesus  Christ  they  were  disowned  by 
their  families  and  treated  as  if  they 
were  dead.  Even  with  this  great 
heartache,  they  refused  to  abandon 
their  trust  in  Christ.  They  know  the 
Lord  in  a  rich  and  intimate  relation- 
ship. To  turn  back  would  be  much 
worse  than  losing  their  family.  This 
is  a  true  example  of  what  it  means  to 
give  your  all,  without  reservations  to 
Christ. 

They  are  members  of  the  newly 
established  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
in  Satara.  The  pastor  who  led  them 
to  the  Lord  is  Manoher  Dhoke.  He  is 
the  uncle  of  Mr.  R.  S.  Dhoke. 

Please  pray  for  this  new  family  in 
the  Lord  and  for  this  new  congrega- 
tion in  Satara,  India. 


Newly  established  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Satara,  India. 

SINAI  CHURCH:  DEPARTMENT  OF  BIBLICAL  STUDIES 

by  Antonio  Escobar 


We  have  initiated  a  new  study  entitled,  Family  Groups, 
this  month  of  October,  or  "cells."  This  study  is  not  just  for 
the  purpose  of  making  evangelism  the  great  necessity  of 
evangelizing  people,  and  bringing  them  to  Christ,  but  the 
study  prepares  those  who  are  to  labor  as  leaders  or  servants 
but  also  to  work  with  the  family  groups.  Also  the  training 
will  enable  them  to  be  trainers  of  groups,  and  we  hope  that 
this  will  make  a  strong  ministry  that  will  help  us  to  advance 
in  the  growth  of  the  work.  At  the  same  time  this  will  give  us 
people  who  will  serve  in  the  ministry. 


Saltillo  Sinai  Church  The  family  group  studies  has  its  purpose  of  not  only  win- 

ning an  individual,  but  also  all  the  family,  that  is  husband 
and  wife.  I  give  thanks  to  the  Lord  for  the  study,  although  we  have  just  begun,  and  we  already  have  results.  Homes 
have  been  opened  to  us  where  the  Gospel  is  being  preached;  families  have  been  invited  to  these  gatherings.  There  are 
converts  and  they  have  begun  to  come  to  the  temple. 

This  has  been  the  results:  that  the  brethren  that  are  studying  are  more  interested  in  preparing  to  serve  better. 
Jesus  told  Peter,  "Do  not  be  afraid,  I  shall  make  you  a  fisher  of  men"  (Luke  5:10).  This  is  what  the  Lord  is  doing  in 
these  groups  of  students,  making  them  soul  winners.  May  the  Lord  be  glorified  in  this  ministry. 
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ARE  WE  STILL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS? 

by  R.  Clifford  Gray  Jr.,  President,  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 


Where  is  the  denominational 
loyalty  going?  Why  do  some  of 
our  churches  and  ministers  prefer 
to  support  other  denominations 
and  ministries? 

As  you  should  know,  our  de- 
nomination is  composed  of  ten 
ministries;  however,  many  of  our 
members  cannot  name  them. 
Much  information  is  being  shared 
with  pastors  but,  for  some  reason, 
this  information  is  too  frequently 
not  being  shared  with  the  church 
family.  Perhaps  it  is  time  for  the 
laity  of  our  churches  to  demand 
that  all  the  information  from  our 
Denominational  Ministries  be 
shared.  As  Buddy  Sasser,  Vice 
President  of  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  so 
rightfully  stated  in  his  article  in 
last  month's  The  Free  Will  Baptist, 
"Mr.  Pulpit  Preacher,  you  do  not 
have  the  right  to  withhold  infor- 
mation about  the  Ministries  of  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  denomi- 
nation from  your  people." 

All  of  our  ministries  employ  di- 
rectors who  are  charged  with  the 
responsibility  of  promoting  their 
work  to  the  members  of  our  de- 
nomination. Each  church,  pastor, 
and  members  are  charged  with 
the  responsibility  of  supporting 
these  ministries.  Since  you  are 
asked  to  contribute  to  these 
works,  should  each  of  you  not  be 
given  the  opportunity  to  know 
how  your  contributions  are  being 
used?  Each  of  our  ministry  direc- 
tors are  eager  to  visit  your  church 
and  share  their  program  with  you. 
All  you  have  to  do  is  to  ask. 

We  have  conference  meetings, 


as  well  as  the  annual  Convention. 
Pastors  are  required  to  attend 
these  meetings  and  churches  are 
asked  to  send  delegates.  At  these 
meetings  reports  are  given  by  the 
ministry  directors  concerning 
their  programs.  Written  informa- 
tion is  handed  out  as  well  as  oral 
reports.  When  was  the  last  time 
your  pastor  shared  this  informa- 
tion with  your  church? 

Not  all  churches  have  this  prob- 
lem. Some  of  our  pastors  do  keep 
their  churches  informed.  If  your 
pastor  does,  you  should  be  very 
thankful  for  him.  As  a  ministry 
director,  I  am  thankful  for  those 
pastors  who  share  the  very  impor- 
tant work  of  our  denomination 
with  their  congregation.  If  your 
pastor  does  not  share  denomina- 
tional information  with  the  con- 
gregation, ask  why.  If  we  are  go- 
ing to  be  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists, let's  all  pull  together  and  be 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

I  recently  mailed  to  your  pas- 
tor and  clerk  a  letter  stating  that 
some  of  our  churches  are  not  fully 
supporting  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  through  the  purchase  of 
Sunday  School  literature  and 
other  Christian  supplies.  Many  of 
our  laity  would  rather  buy  their 
Christian  books  and  Bibles  from 
secular  sources.  As  you  know, 
you,  as  an  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist own  four  Bible  Bookstores.  If 
you  are  not  within  driving  dis- 
tance of  one  of  the  stores,  you  can 
shop  by  phone  or  e-mail.  All  of 
this  information  is  on  the  follow- 
ing page.  Without  the  support  of 
you  and  your  church  through 


purchases,  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  will  not  be  able  to  continue. 
In  the  letter,  I  also  asked  the  pas- 
tor to  consider  placing  the  "Press" 
in  the  church  budget.  Some 
churches  support  us  in  that  man- 
ner, but  many  do  not. 

One  member  of  the  finance 
committee  of  one  of  our  churches 
recently  told  me  that  a  yearly  con- 
tribution to  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  was  taken  out  of  their 
church  budget  because  the  pastor 
made  the  statement  that  the 
"Press"  is  a  self-supporting  min- 
istry which  survives  on  the  sales 
of  Christian  merchandise.  Shortly 
thereafter  the  pastor,  who  actually 
orders  the  literature,  began  to  or- 
der from  another  source.  How  can 
we  be  self-supporting  if  the  litera- 
ture is  purchased  from  other 
sources? 

If  your  church  does  not  fully 
support  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
and/ or  all  of  the  ministries  of  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  please  ask  why. 

Thank  you  for  the  support  we 
do  receive  through  prayers  and 
purchases  from  many  of  you. 
Knowing  that  we  are  being  lifted 
up  to  God  in  prayer  means  more 
to  us  than  mere  words  can  ex- 
press. 

We  must  all  work  together  if  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  and  its  ministries  are  to 
grow  not  only  in  eastern  North 
Carolina  but  throughout  the 
world.  Please  keep  yourself  in- 
formed as  to  the  workings  of  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists. 
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FOUNDATION 
CURRICULUM 


Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc. 

3928  Lee  Street  •  Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  746-6128  •  (800)  849-3927  •  Fax  (252)  746-9248 

www.rwbpress.com 

As  well  as  being  the  producer  of  your  denominational  resource  magazine, 
The  Free  Will  Baptist,  we  are  also  the  producers  of  Foundation  Curriculum,  Sunday  School 
curriculum  for  Free  Will  Baptist  churches.  Foundation  Curriculum  begins  at  the  junior  level 
(grades  4-5)  and  continues  through  adulthood.  Toddlers  through  grade  3  are  primarily 
served  with  David  C.  Cook  Curriculum  provided  through  your  Free  Will  Baptist  Press. 
Churches  who  use  other  publisher's  curriculums  may  still  purchase  these  materials  through 
our  stores.  We  provide  materials  from  other  publishers  like:  Group,  Standard,  Gospel  Light, 
and  more.  Be  sure  to  check  with  us,  first,  for  all  your  curriculum  needs!  You  may  contact  any 
of  these  people  by  phone  or  by  their  e-mail  addresses  below  for  more  information. 


Cliff  Gray,  President 
Faye  Avery,  Literature  Sales 
Robert  Hadden,  Printing 
Darren  Davenport,  Editor 


<cliff@fwbpress.com> 
<faye@fwbpress.com> 
<robert@fwbpress.com> 
<editor@fwbpress.com> 


You  may  also  visit  any  of  our  store  locations  for  Sunday  School  literature,  Bibles,  choral  music,  and  more! 

i  •  ■ 

Ydtir  Cfiristiain  Gift  &  Reseurie  (.enters 

Ayden  Bible  Bookstore 

3928  Lee  Street  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  (252)  746-6128  •  (800)  849-3927 

Kinston  Bible  Bookstore 

123  North  Queen  Street  •  Kinston,  NC  28501  •  (252)  527-2843  •  (800)  875-8049 

Wilson  Bible  Bookstore 

2800  B-4  Raleigh  Road  •  Gateway  Plaza  •  Wilson,  NC  27896  •  (252)  243-4982  •  (800)  875-4175 

New  Bern  Bible  Bookstore 

1232  South  Glenburnie  Road  •  Glenburnie  Plaza  •  New  Bern,  NC  28562  •  (252)  638-6193  •  (800)  875-8048 


Children  s  Worn 


FRIENDS  OF  CHILDREN  APPRECIATION  DAY 


On  November  22,  2003  we  celebrated  Friends  of  Children  Appreciation  Day  on  our  campus  with  over  200  of  our 
special  friends.  The  festivities  started  with  a  message  in  music  by  Black  Jack  Church.  Lunch  was  catered  by  Wilbur's 
Barbecue,  Goldsboro.  An  inspirational  message  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Fred  Baker.  This  special  day  was  dedicated 
to  showing  our  appreciation  to  our  Friends  of  Children  for  their  support. 


CAMPUS  VISITS 


On  November  29,  2003,  the  Rev.  Walt  Tyndall,  along  with  30  members  of  his  church,  Spring  Branch,  Walstonburg, 
NC,  came  to  the  Children's  Home  to  provide  a  day  of  fun  for  the  residents.  They  served  a  hotdog  lunch,  played  games, 
delivered  a  truckload  of  supplies  from  our  needs  list,  and  toured  our  campus.  Thank  you! 


On  December  2, 2003,  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  from  First  Church,  Wilson  came 
to  our  campus  to  visit  and  to  bring  much  needed  supplies.  Thank  you! 
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REPAIR  PROGRESS 


Repair  on  the  campus  buildings  has  begun,  with  Me- 
morial Chapel  being  first  on  the  list.  Thank  you  to  all  who 
have  already  contributed  toward  the  cost  of  these  repairs. 


Thank  you 
to  all  for  making 

2003 
a  better  year  for 
the  children  and  families 

that  we  serve  at 
your  Childens  Home. 


(racmoot  Assembly 


CHRISTMAS  AT  CRAGMONT  2003 


Over  70  people  boarded  buses 
from  downeast  and  ascended  the 
mountain  for  Christmas  at 
Cragmont  2003.  They  arrived  to 
find  a  mountain  decorated  with 
the  sights  and  sounds  of  Christ- 
mas. Events  enjoyed  during  the 
weekend  included  a  presentation 
of  "The  Messiah"  by  First  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Hendersonville, 
the  Christmas  Dinner  Theater  at 
the  Flat  Rock  Playhouse  in 
Hendersonville,  and  an  evening 
of  Christmas  music  and  fun  pre- 
sented by  Covenant.  There  was 
also  a  time  of  local  shopping  and 
fellowship.  The  Rev.  Buddy 
Sasser  brought  the  Sunday 
morning  message  before  the  re- 
turn trip  back  east.  A  great  time 
was  had  by  all  and  plan  to  be  a 
part  of  Christmas  2004  at 
Cragmont! 
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PARTNERSHIP 
IN  MINISTRY 

Deacon/ Pastor 
Enrichment  Seminar 
April  1-3,  2004 
Seminar  Leader:  Dr.  David  Hines 

Seminar  Sessions  will  center  on: 

The  Deacon's  Calling 
and  Christian  Walk 

The  Relationship  Between 
the  Pastor  and  Deacon 
The  Deacon's  Relationship  and 
Responsibilities  to  the  Church 

Cost:  $65  per  person 
(double  occupancy). 
Includes  all  meals 
and  Main  Building  lodging. 
($55  per  person  dorm  lodging) 

Name  


Address 


City,  State,  Zip. 
Telephone  


Return  with  $25  deposit 
(balance  due  upon  arrival)  to: 
Cragmont  Assembly 
1233  North  Fork  Road 
Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 

Make  checks  payable  to  Cragmont. 
For  further  information,  call  Bryant 
Hines  at  (252)  637-7171. 


AVAILABLE 
TO  VISIT... 

Bryant  Hines,  Planning  and  Mar- 
keting Director  for  Cragmont,  is 
available  to  churches  and  groups  or 
organizations  to  share  the  current 
view  and  exciting  vision  of 
Cragmont.  He  is  available  for  Sunday 
or  Wednesday  services,  or  for  any 
group  or  organizational  meeting.  Call 
him  at  (252)  637-7171  to  schedule  a 
visit  to  your  church. 


2004  CALENDAR 
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April  15-18 

Morning  Star  Conference 
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*Mav  21-23 
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June  7-12 

Women's  Conference 
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AFC/ YFA  Conference 
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July  12-17 

Opnpral  Youth  Confprpncp  II 
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September  13—16 

Convention  OFWB 

October  15-17 

Club  Weekend 

October  18-21 

Fall  Gospel  2004 

October  22-24 

Club  Weekend 

October  25-28 

Weekday  Club 

December  2-5 

Cragmont  Christmas 

*  Denotes  New  Events  for  2004. 

For  more  information  contact: 
Bryant  Hines  at  (252)  637-7171 


CRAGMONT  SPRING  SWING 

Carolina  Pines 
Golf  &  Country  Club 
New  Bern,  North  Carolina 
Friday,  March  26,  2004 

/       !>>V  Four  Man  Best  Ball  Format 
Two  Start  Times — 
8:30  a.m.  and  1  p.m. 
Tournament  Limited 
to  20  Teams  Each  Start 

Entry  Fee:  $40  per  person 


Contact  Bryant  Hines  at  (252)  637-7171 
for  further  information  and  entry  forms. 
<bryanthines5@aol.com> 
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BILTMORE 
FESTIVAL  OF  FLOWERS 

Come  enjoy  the  beautiful  colors  of  Spring  at 
the  Biltmore  House.  This  weekday  event  will 
include  a  morning  of  local  shopping  oppor- 
tunities, lunch,  and  the  afternoon  at  the  beau- 
tiful Biltmore  House.  Transportation  will  fol- 
low the  traditional  US  264  &  70  corridors  and 
will  depend  upon  demand.  The  $185  pack- 
age includes  transportation,  tickets,  meals, 
and  lodging  at  Cragmont  for  two  nights.  Fill 
out  the  form  below  and  return  to  Cragmont 
with  your  $100  deposit.  For  further  informa- 
tion call  Bryant  Hines  at  (252)  637-7171. 

Name  

Address  

City,  State,  Zip  

Telephone  

 Downstairs  room  requested  (first  come, 

first  served  basis) 

Return  with  $100  deposit  payable  to: 
Cragmont,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black 
Mountain,  NC  28711. 


WEEKDAY 
RETREATS  AVAILABLE 

Weekday  (Monday-Thursday)  re- 
treats are  still  available  March  through 
May,  2004  for  individuals,  groups,  or  or- 
ganizations. We  would  be  happy  to  help 
arrange  outings  to  Biltmore  House,  His- 
toric Hendersonville,  Pigeon  Forge,  and 
the  Farmer's  Market.  Call  us  toll  free  at 
(877)  669-7677  to  learn  of  availabilities. 


MINISTERIAL  ASSOCIATION 
OF  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 
December  2,  2003 

Dear  Brothers  in  Christ, 

Greetings  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ! 
We  hope  that  you  have  enjoyed  a  blessed  holiday 
season  and  that  2004  holds  many  blessings  for  your 
ministry. 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  the  2004  Mid- 
Year  Spiritual  Life  Banquet  sponsored  by  the 
Ministerial  Association  will  be  on  Saturday, 
February  21  at  6  p.m.  We  will  meet  at  First  Church, 
Greenville,  in  their  beautiful  fellowship  hall. 

We  look  forward  to  this  special  evening  of  good 
fellowship,  great  food,  and  an  inspiring  program 
offered  by  the  music  of  Servants  Heart.  All 
ministers  and  their  wives  are  cordially  invited  to 
attend. 

Ministers,  if  there  are  ministers'  widows  in  your 
church,  please  advise  them  of  the  Banquet  and 
invite  them  to  attend  as  a  guest  of  the  Ministerial 
Association. 

Please  mark  your  calendar  to  attend. 

Sincerely, 
Clifford  E.  Ball,  Secretary 


NOTICE 
EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  ACTION 
CONCERNING  POSITION  OF 
GENERAL  ADMINISTRATOR 

The  Executive  Committee  met  in  executive 
session  on  December  9,  2003.  The  following 
motion  was  made  and  passed. 

Due  to  the  inability  of  the  Executive  Committee 
to  reach  a  consensus  regarding  the  hiring  of  a 
General  Administrator,  by  motion:  The  Executive 
Committee  suspends  the  process  of  hiring  a  General 
Administrator  until  such  time  as  an  assessment  of 
the  position  is  completed. 
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Sunday  School  Ministry 


SPRING  INTO  ACTION  THROUGH  STUDY 


It  is  that  time  of  the  year  again  when  the  Sunday  School  Ministry  is  out  and  about  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  to 
motivate  our  workers  to  serve  in  a  greater  way  than  ever  before.  The  learning  opportunities  that  have  been  established 
thus  far  are  as  follows: 

Central  Conference  Regional  Training — Marlboro  Church,  Farmville,  NC 

7:30-9:30  p.m. — Second  Thursday  in  each  month 


January  8,  2004 
February  12,  2004 
March  11,  2004 
April  8, 2004 
May  13,  2004 
June  10,  2004 
July-August  2004 
September  9,  2004 
October  14,  2004 
November  11,  2004 
December  2004 


Teach  'Em  the  Way  God  Made  Them — Tips  for  All  Ages 
Teaching  to  Make  a  Difference- — Sessions  1-2 
Teaching  to  Make  a  Difference — Sessions  3-4 
Teaching  to  Make  a  Difference — Sessions  5-6 
Teaching  to  Make  a  Difference — Sessions  7-8 
Teaching  to  Make  a  Difference — Session  9  &  Debriefing 
Out  for  the  Summer 
Effective  Teaching  Techniques 
How  We  Learn — Part  1 
How  We  Learn — Part  2 
Out  for  the  Holidays 


Eastern  Conference  Regional  Training — Whaley's  Chapel  Church,  Richlands,  NC 

7-9  p.m. — First  Monday  in  each  month 


January  5,  2004 
February  2,  2004 
March  1,  2004 
April  5,  2004 
May  3,  2004 
June  7,  2004 
July-August  2004 
September  6,  2004 
October  4,  2004 
November  1,  2004 
December  2004 


Sunday  School  Ministry — The  Church  at  Study — Parts  1-2 

Sunday  School  Ministry — The  Church  at  Study — Parts  3-4 

Sunday  School  Ministry — The  Church  at  Study — Parts  5-6 

Sunday  School  Ministry — The  Church  at  Study — Parts  7-8 

Sunday  School  Ministry — The  Church  at  Study — Parts  9-10 

Sunday  School  Ministry — The  Church  at  Study — Parts  11-12 

Out  for  the  Summer 

Time  Management  for  Teachers 

Illuminating  the  Word — Part  1 

Illuminating  the  Word — Part  2 

Out  for  the  Holidays 


Albemarle  Conference — Mt.  Zion  Church,  Roper,  NC 

Saturday,  February  21, 2004 — 9  a.m.-2  p.m. 

•  Scripture  Memorization 

•  Growth  Principles  for  Adults 

Western  Conference — To  Be  Scheduled 


Piedmont  Conference — To  Be  Scheduled 


Cape  Fear  Conference — To  Be  Scheduled 


Pee  Dee  Conference — To  Be  Scheduled 


Annual  Sunday  School  Institute — Mount  Olive  College — Saturday,  March  6,  2004 

•  Saturday,  March  6, 2004 — 8  A.M.-3  p.m. 

•  Schedule  and  activities  to  be  mailed. 


Eastern  North  Carolina  Regional  Christian  Education  Conference 

•  Riverfront  Convention  Center,  New  Bern,  North  Carolina 

•  Friday  and  Saturday,  August  13-14,  2004 

•  Schedule  and  activities  are  forthcoming 


For  information  concerning  any  or 
all  of  these  learning  opportunities, 
contact  Mary  Dudley  at  the 
Convention  Headquarters  at 
(252)  746-4963  or 
<director@ofwbsunday  school. org>. 
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(OMVEMTIOn  NEWS 


MOTIVATING  OUR  WORKERS— RUN  THE  RACE! 

by  The  Reverend  John  Mark  Windley,  Eastern  Conference  Representative 
OFWB  Convention  Executive  Committee 


The  Apostle  Paul  gives  the  church 
great  motivation  in  Hebrews  12:1-2  to 
be  actively  involved  in  the  race  for 
Jesus  that  is  set  before  us.  This  Scrip- 
ture says,  "Wherefore  seeing  we  also 
are  compassed  about  with  so  great  a 
cloud  of  witnesses,  let  us  lay  aside  ev- 
ery weight,  and  the  sin  which  doth  so 
easily  beset  us,  and  let  us  run  with  pa- 
tience the  race  that  is  set  before  us, 
Looking  unto  Jesus  the  author  and  fin- 
isher of  our  faith;  who  for  the  joy  that 
was  set  before  him  endured  the  cross, 
despising  the  shame,  and  is  set  down 
at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God." 
As  members  of  Christ's  Church,  let  us 
consider  the  race  that  we  individually 
and  collectively  run  for  him.  I'll  use  the 
word  "race"  as  an  acrostic  to  empha- 
size the  importance  of  this  concept  in 
motivation. 

R — Run!  For  too  long  God's  Church 
has  been  walking  in  comfort.  We  de- 
sire comfort  and  ease.  We  need  to  con- 
sider comfort  like  Paul  and  Silas  had 
when  they  were  beaten  and  thrust  into 
prison  and  their  feet  were  locked  in  the 
stocks  (Acts  16:24-25).  All  of  their  com- 
fort was  taken  away  just  because  they 
were  running  the  race  for  Jesus!  Walk- 
ing was  not  an  option  for  them  when  it 
came  to  ministry  and  witnessing  for  the 
Lord.  Now  consider  their  response  to 
this  situation — they  prayed  and  sang 
praises  unto  God.  Running  the  race  for 
them  was  with  joy — with  or  without 
comfort.  Pastors  need  to  run  as  an  ex- 
ample before  the  flock  as  the  under 
shepherds  of  God.  Church  members 
need  to,  at  times,  set  aside  our  comfort 
zones  to  be  able  to  run.  The  time  span 
that  God  gives  you  and  me  on  this  earth 
is  at  best  very  short.  Shouldn't  we  be 
running  to  complete  the  work  that  God 
has  for  His  Church? 

A — Apart.  In  order  for  our  race  to 
be  successful  we  must  keep  ourselves 
apart  from  the  pollutions  of  the  world. 
In  2  Corinthians  6:17  Paul  exhorted, 
"Wherefore  come  out  from  among 


them,  and  be  ye  separate,  saith  the 
Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing; 
and  I  will  receive  you."  According  to 
Hebrews  12:1-2  there  are  four  reasons 
why  we  should  remain  apart  from  a 
worldly  standard  and  run  the  race. 
Number  one  is  that  people  are  looking 
at  our  progress.  This  is  stated  as  being 
"compassed  about  with  so  great  a 
cloud  of  witnesses."  What  do  people 
see  when  they  look  at  our  individual 
race?  Second,  we  need  to  "lay  aside 
every  weight  and  the  sin  which  doth 
so  easily  beset  us."  We  must  put  aside 
the  excess  baggage  that  would  cause  us 
to  walk  back  toward  the  world  of  sin 
that  Jesus  saved  us  from  and  that 
would  hinder  our  abilities  in  this  race. 
Third,  remain  level-headed  even  when 
we  don't  have  comforts.  This  is  what 
Paul  says  when  he  tells  us  to  "run  with 
patience  the  race  that  is  set  before  us." 
Fourth,  we  are  to  "look  unto  Jesus." 
As  the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith 
we  have  one  who  is  faithful  to  help  us 
in  our  race.  These  four  things  will  help 
us  to  keep  ourselves  apart  from  the  dis- 
tractions of  the  world  and  help  keep 
our  attention  focused  on  the  race. 

C — Contribute.  As  Christians  each 
one  of  us  has  something  to  contribute 
to  the  race  of  our  Lord.  We  must  con- 
tribute our  time,  talent,  and  treasures 
in  order  to  be  successful.  We  can  assist 
in  the  race  by  contributing  to  our  min- 
istries. Not  just  one  ministry  that  is 
special  to  us  individually  but  to  all  min- 
istries! Our  churches  need  to  support 
all  of  our  ministries!  Each  ministry  has 
a  relevant  part  in  the  race  set  before 
God's  church  so  they  all  should  be 
equally  supported.  In  this  way  they  all 
run  together  in  the  race  and  one  is  not 
way  ahead  while  others  lag  behind.  If 
we  become  a  respecters  of  persons  or 
ministries  (reference  Acts  10:34-35)  in 
how  we  contribute,  we  tend  to  lose  that 
reverential  fear  of  God,  the  desire  of  His 
acceptance,  and  this  will  become  a 
weight  and  a  sin  that  will  beset  us. 


Each  of  our  churches  should  have  out- 
reach ministries  to  our  local  communi- 
ties, and  our  contributions  are  impera- 
tive to  the  success  of  this  race  also.  Our 
pastors,  lay  leaders,  and  youth  leaders 
need  to  contribute  in  leading  our  con- 
gregations to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
activities  of  our  denomination.  If  we 
are  to  be  on  the  forefront  of  the  race  for 
God's  ministry,  we  must  contribute  in- 
dividually and  collectively  of  our  time, 
talent,  and  treasures  over  which  God 
has  given  us  merely  a  stewardship.  Let 
us  contribute  cheerfully,  productively, 
and  allow  God  to  lead  us  mightily. 

E — Endure.  Our  motivation  in  this 
race  needs  to  come  from  the  example 
of  our  Lord  Jesus!  Look  at  what  He- 
brews 12  tells  us.  Jesus  endured  the 
Cross!  He  did  this  for  every  one  who 
will  believe  on  His  atoning  sacrifice  for 
their  sin.  Jesus  despised  the  shame. 
During  our  race  we  may  have  to  en- 
dure suffering  for  Christ's  sake. 
Roman's  8:17-18  speaks  of  enduring 
sufferings,  but  none  of  them  are  "wor- 
thy to  be  compared  with  the  glory 
which  shall  be  revealed  in  us."  To  en- 
dure means  to  remain  faithful  even 
under  pressure.  There  are  four  reasons 
why  we  should  remain  faithful.  First, 
Hebrews  4:1-2  tells  us  that  we  must  not 
come  short.  In  order  for  our  race  to  be 
successful,  the  gospel  preached  to  us 
must  be  mixed  with  faith  when  we  hear 
it.  Second,  Hebrews  10:23  states  that 
we  must  have  convictions  and  cer- 
tainty. We  must  be  without  wavering 
in  our  faith.  Third,  1  Peter  4:19  says  that 
even  when  we  "...suffer  according  to 
the  will  of  God..."  let  us  commit  our 
souls  to  the  keeping  of  God  " . .  .in  well 
doing,  as  unto  a  faithful  Creator."  Paul 
tells  us  in  2  Timothy  1:12-14  how  we 
can  conduct  ourselves  in  faith.  He  tells 
us  "...  to  not  be  ashamed . . .  hold  fast  the 
form  of  sound  words... and  keep  that 
"...good  thing..."  [that  is]  committed 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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unto  [us]  by  the  Holy  Ghost...."  We 
can  endure  in  this  gospel  race  if  we  re- 
member Jesus'  example  and  remain 
faithful  to  God. 

In  our  race  for  the  Lord  we  need  to 
consider  what  we  do  as  Jesus  did  in 
Hebrews  12:  "...who  for  the  joy  that 


was  set  before  him..."  Does  our  race 
bring  us  joy?  If  not,  it  might  be  that 
we  haven't  joined  in  the  race  yet. 
Maybe  we've  allowed  the  things  of  this 
world  to  beset  us  and  hinder  us.  Let 
us  lay  these  things  aside  that  would 
keep  us  outside  of  the  center  of  God's 


will  concerning  His  race.  If  you've 
been  out  there  running  hard  — keep 
running!  Our  motivation  should  be  the 
prize  that  is  set  before  us  in  the  Lord. 
Be  actively  involved  in  the  race  because 
this  is  the  most  important  race  of  our 
lives.  May  God  bless  you  in  the  race! 


REMARKS  MADE  AT  THE  NINETY-FIRST  ANNUAL  SESSION 
OF  THE  CONVENTION  OF  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

by  Pepper  Worthington 


We  believe  in  fellowship. 

— Becky  Jo  Sumner 

The  theme  for  the  Ninety-First  Session,  "Mo- 
tiving Our  Workers,"  is  something  we  women 
have  always  believed  in. 

— Joan  Little 

We  get  70,000  calls  a  year from  Christian  people 
all  over  the  United  States  who  experience  legal 
difficulties. 

— Attorney  M.  L.  Walters,  Jr. 

We  have  needs  at  Camp  Vandemere,  but  we've 
got  to  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  He  will  bring  it  to 
pass. 

— Wesley  Taylor 

We  believe  in  promoting  fellowship  and  shar- 
ing among  our  men  to  touch  others  for  Christ. 

— Russell  Tyson 

Why  did  God  ever  love  somebody  like  me? 

— Buddy  Sasser 
(before  his  solo  at  Morning  Worship) 


•  J  was  sitting  there  thinking,  and  my,  that's  dan- 
gerous. 

— Bruce  Dudley 

•lam  glad  I  am  in  the  battlefield  of  the  Lord. 

— Bishop  J.  N.  Perry,  Jr. 

•  Brother  Fred  is  being  a  little  careless  with  the 
truth  when  he  called  me  a  young  man. 

— Don  Fader 

•  TheFreeWill  Baptist  Press  is  130  years  old  and 
we  plan  to  be  here  another  130  years. 

—Cliff  Gray 

•  We  are  who  we  are  and  where  we  are  thanks  to 
the  sacrifices  of  those  who  have  gone  before  us. 

— Dr.  Alan  Lamm 

•  It  is  important  to  know  where  true  happiness  is 
found— from  God  and  from  serving  others. 

— Joan  Little 


When  the  president,  the  pastor,  and  the  officers 
of  the  church  are  not  able  to  handle  your  needs, 
aren't  you  glad  you  can  talk  to  God? 

— Bishop  J.  N.  Perry,  Jr. 

Churches  helping  churches  is  more  than  a  slo- 
gan for  us. 

— Don  Fader 

If  your  church  is  interested  in  having  anything 
printed,  we  would  be  glad  to  help  you. 

—Cliff  Gray 

We  are  currently  helping  16  clients  in  the  Re- 
tirement Homes,  but  recently  we  had  to  deny 
help  to  somebody  because  we  have  met  the  lim- 
its of  our  resources. 

— Bruce  Dudley 

Remember  the  past  as  a  help  to  guide  us  to  the 
future. 

— Dr.  Alan  Lamm 

We  are  fifth  among  the  five  least  expensive  pri- 
vate colleges  in  North  Carolina. 

—Dr.  J.  William  Byrd 

Know  that  all  you  have  comes  from  God.  God 
giveth  and  God  taketh  away,  but  bless  be  the 
name  of  the  Lord. 

— Bishop  J.  N.  Perry,  Jr. 

I'd  like  to  thank  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  for 
helping  us  carry  along  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
heritage. 

— Fred  Baker 

Anything  your  church  needs,  we  appreciate  your 
church  buying  from  us  and  our  bookstores. 
When  you  're  buying  from  us,  you  're  really  buy- 
ing from  yourselves. 

—Cliff  Gray 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Finance  Associa- 
tion has  been  helping  churches  since  1940.  We 
are  the  conduit  by  which  your  church  can  bor- 
row money  to  help  with  a  vision. 

— Don  Fader 


When  your  pocket  is  empty  and  your  credit  is 
bad,  bless  the  Lord  and  pray. 

— Bishop  J.  N.  Perry,  Jr. 

Mount  Olive  College  has  been  able  to  grow  and 
serve  because  of  the  strong,  visionary  leadership 
of  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president  of  the  Col- 
lege for  40  years. 

—Dr.  J.  William  Byrd 


Dr.  De  Wayne  Eakes  (far  right) 
and  Chris  Glover  (front)  look  over 
the  books  on  display  from  the  Bible 
Bookstores  before  they  decide  which 
ones  to  purchase. 


The  Rev  Michael  G.  Warning 
of  Free  Union  enjoyed  a  visit  with 
Mildred  Jenkins  of  Friendship 
Church  at  the  Ninety-First 
Session. 


Dr.  De  Wayne  Eakes 
(left),  Frank  Grubbs  (cen- 
ter), and  Harry  Grubbs 
(right)  exchange  news  at 
the  Ninety-First  Session. 


4 


Fred  Baker  and  Gar- 
land Suggs  enjoy  an  ex- 
change at  the  Ninety-First 
Session. 


John  Williams  (left) 
and  Roger  Hill  (right) 
were  in  good  spirits  at  the 
Ninety-First  Session. 
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Shown  are  the  Rev.  Harry  Brown,  pastor,  state  president, 
Russell  Tyson,  and  local  president  Nathan  Ashcraft  on  Sep- 
tember 21,  2003  during  the  presentation  of  charter  member- 
ship plaques. 


Welcome  2004.  We,  here  at  the  Camp,  are  excited  to  be- 
gin this  wonderful  New  Year.  We  are  already  making  plans 
for  the  summer,  and  it  is  filling  up  fast.  Remember  the 
Camp  is  open  year  around.  We  would  love  to  see  you 
before  this  summer.  All  of  our  facilities  are  heated,  and 
ready  for  occupancy. 

NEW  NEWS 

We  are  now  in  the  process  of  remodeling  the  boys'  bath- 
room in  the  dormitory.  This  will  be  a  wonderful  improve- 
ment once  it  is  completed.  If  you  have  ever  showered  in 
the  bathroom,  you  will  agree.  We  are  also  hoping  to  fin- 
ish the  storage  building  within  the  next  few  months.  We 
still  need  finances  to  complete  this  project.  If  you  can  help 
with  this,  please  contact  the  manager. 

SUMMER  CAMP  2004 

May  31-June  4  John  Thompson 

June  6-11  The  Revs.  Tim  Heath  and  Wesley  Taylor 

June  13-18  The  Rev.  Joe  Ratcliff 

June  21-24  Women's  Week 

June28-July2  OPEN 

July  2-3  Laymen's  League 

July  4-9  Mrs.  Eva  Mae  Clark 

July  11-16  OPEN 

July  19-23  Berry  Hodowanic 

July  25-30  OPEN 

August  1-6  OPEN 

SINGIN'  BY  THE  RIVER  2004 

The  2004  Singin'  By  the  River  will  be  August  20-21.  On 
Friday  night  there  will  be  three  Gospel  groups  singing. 
The  singing  will  begin  at  7  p.m.  We  will  be  serving  our 
famous  fish  plates,  hotdogs,  hamburgers,  and  plenty  of 
snacks.  The  groups  will  be  posted  in  The  Free  Will  Baptist 
next  month. 


Dormitory 
Lodge 
Kitchen  use 

RV  (water  and  electricty 
RV  (full  amenities 


PRICE  LIST 

$10  per  person  per  night 
$35  per  lodge  per  night 
$25 

$10  per  night  for  2  people 

($2  per  extra  person) 
$14  per  night  for  2  people 
($2  per  extra  person) 


Please  contact  Wesley  Taylor,  manager,  to  make  a  camp 
presentation  at  your  church. 

(252)  745-1203  (Home) 

(252)  745-3171  (Camp) 

(252)  634-1287  (Pager) 
(252)  514-3222  (Cell) 
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Dr.  Pepper 
Worthington 
Circuit  Writer 


Rev.  Michael 

Warning 
Circuit  Artist 


Editor's  Note:  The  Free  Will  Baptist 
announces  the  beginning  of  a  new 
column,  In  the  Spotlight.  The  Rev. 
Michael  Warning  and  Dr.  Pepper 
Worthington  are  acting  as  circuit 
witnesses  to  our  church  life  across  the 
denomination.  Rev.  Warning's  pen  and 
ink  sketch  and  Dr.  Worthington's 
account  of  a  Sunday  service  hope  to 
awaken  a  new  interest  in  what  is  going 
on  in  our  churches  across  the 
denomination.  Each  issue  of  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  in  2004  will  feature  a 
church  visited  by  our  circuit  witnesses. 


VETERANS  RECOGNITION  DAY 

Photographs  of  veterans  spread 
across  a  table  in  the  front  of  the  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Kinston, 
each  reminding  all  who  viewed  these 
old  photographs  of  past  wars,  past 
memories,  past  losses.  "The  heat  of 
war  hangs  heavy  on  our  country  to- 
day," said  one  veteran  as  he  stood  in 
the  vestibule.  "The  war  to  end  all 
wars  didn't  end  all  wars,  did  it?"  he 
asked. 

Dallas  Swindell  and  Reba  Franks, 


The  Rev.  James  Owens  stressed  wearing  the 
armor  of  God. 

both  ushers  at  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  Kinston,  greeted  all  who 
entered  the  sanctuary  doors,  bulletins 
passed  out  with  warmth  and  faith, 
touchstones  of  this  close-knit  congre- 
gation. Jim  Rouse,  chairman  of  the 
ushers,  was  preparing  as  acolyte 
while  Nina  Register  was  warming  up 
at  the  piano.  Friendliness  was  in  the 
air  this  special  Sunday  and  a  soft  ex- 
citement permeated  the  veterans  who 
were  going  to  be  recognized  this  par- 


ticular Sunday 

REVEREND  JAMES  OWENS 

"Today  is  a  special  day  We  want 
to  have  prayer  for  all  our  veterans  in 
our  church  and  for  all  the  veterans  in 
our  country,"  Reverend  James  Owens 


Usher  Dallas 

Swindell  greeted 

people  at  the  front 
door. 


Usher  Reba  Franks 
offered  bulletins  to  the 
congregation  upon 
entering  the  church. 


began  as  he  welcomed  all  to  this  spe- 
cial church  service.  "God's  grace  and 
love  are  our  guide  and  protector  both 
in  war  and  in  peace." 

To  highlight  the  different  branches 
of  the  military,  Owens  announced, 
"When  you  hear  your  song  for  your 
branch  of  the  service  playing,  please 
stand."  He  proceeded  to  play  the 
theme  songs  for  the  Air  Force,  Navy, 
Marines,  and  Army;  whereupon,  all 
the  veterans  from  each  of  the 
branches  stood  at  the  appropriate 
musical  rendition.  Owens  then  in- 
vited the  veterans  to  come  to  the  front 
of  the  sanctuary  and  face  the  congre- 


gation, their  service  as  a  tribute  to  our 
country  and  our  people.  Every  vet- 
eran came  forward. 

PRESENTATION  OF  FLAG  AND 
NATIVE  AMERICAN  GOLD 
COIN  TO  VETERANS 

"As  a  token  of  our  appreciation  for 
what  you  did  for  the  nation  and  for 
your  keeping  the  faith  in  the  Lord, 
our  church  presents  to  each  of  you  a 
small  flag  and  a  Native  American 
gold  coin,"  Owens  said  as  he  quietly 
gave  each  standing  veteran  the  token 
and  a  handshake.  "Now  I  invite  you 
to  share  one  memory  you  have  of 
your  military  service." 

Silence  lingered. 

Suddenly  one  veteran  declared,  "I 
was  honorably  discharged." 

Another  veteran  noted,  "I  was  an 
E5. 1  had  a  recruitment  officer  to  try 
to  get  me  to  re-enlist  and  be  advanced 
to  an  E6. 1  said  no  thank  you  to  him." 

One  veteran  remembered,  "The 
recruitment  officer  wanted  me  to  sign 
on  for  the  Reserves  and  told  me  I'd 


Jim  Rouse 
served  as 
acolyte  for  the 
Sunday  service. 


(Continued  on  next  page) 
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get  out  two  weeks  quicker.  I  told  him 
I  would  not  sign  anything." 

A  tall  veteran  recalled,  "I  was  sta- 
tioned in  England  in  1962  when  the 
Cuban  crisis  occurred.  Thank  the 
Lord  nothing  happened.  Every  air- 
craft was  loaded  with  atomic 
bombs." 


Nina  Register  played  the  piano  with 
enthusiasm. 


Another  veteran  added,  "Uncle 
Sam  carried  me  into  war.  He  didn't 
ask  me  if  I  wanted  to  go.  I  was  a  tank 
mechanic." 

A  World  War  II  veteran  remem- 
bered, "I  saw  700  soldiers  killed  one 
night  in  Okinawa.  The  men  were 
killed  by  the  Japanese.  I  was  on  a  60- 
foot  barge  around  Okinawa,  but  I  did 
go  on  the  island,  too." 


Veterans  received  a  small  flag  and  a  Native 
American  gold  coin  and  had  memories  to  tell. 


Each  of  the  nine  veterans  an- 
nounced the  years  of  their  service:  (1) 
1948-1988,  (2)  1953-1955,  (3)  1967- 
1971,  (4)  1944-1946,  (5)  1961-1963,  (6) 
1944-1945,  (7)  1957-1963,  (8)  1960- 
1964,  (9)  1943-1948. 

Quietly  veteran  Jim  Rouse  added, 
"We  came. back  from  war.  But  there 
are  many  who  didn't  come  back.  I 
remember  listening  to  the  names  of 
veterans  who  didn't  come  home.  A 
hundred  names  would  be  from 
Southeast  Asia,  then  one  name  from 
the  European  theater.  The  guys  who 
did  not  come  back  were  the  ones  who 
payed  the  price."  He  tucked  his  flag 
and  Native  American  gold  coin  in  his 
pocket,  then  brushed  his  face. 

The  congregation  stood  to  recite 
the  pledge  of  allegiance  to  the  Ameri- 
can flag  and  the  Christian  flag.  Ev- 
eryone sang  God  Bless  America. 


BRENDA  OWENS  AND  THE 
CHILDREN'S  MOMENT 

"See  this  cup  in  army  camouflage. 
This  cup  has  camouflage,  but  we  are 
here  today  to  honor  the  men  and 
women  who  have  fought  for  our  free- 
dom. The  flag  I  am  wearing  has  a  V 
on  it.  Do  you  know  what  this  V 
stands  for?  No?  It  stands  for  veter- 
ans. It  also  stands  for  victory.  This  is 
a  special  day  of  memory  and  we  want 
to  remember  our  veterans  who  wore 
real  battledress  uniforms,"  Brenda 
Owens  explained  to  the  children 
gathered  in  the  front  of  the  church. 

"Do  you  know  why  we  come  to 
church?"  she  asked  the  children.  "We 
come  to  celebrate  God.  Jesus  is  no 
longer  dead.  Is  Christ  living  in  us  or 
do  we  have  him  camouflaged?  Let 
your  light  so  shine  that  others  may 
see  your  good  works.  Don't  let  Christ 
be  camouflaged.  Let  Christ  be  shin- 
ing in  your  heart."  The  children 
touched  their  hearts,  smiled,  and  left 
the  service  for  their  own  service. 

TAKE  UP  THE  WHOLE 
ARMOR  OF  GOD 

"I'm  glad  our  veterans  took  the 
time  to  share  their  experiences.  All  of 
us  in  the  military  learned  that  we 
needed  to  put  on  the  whole  armor  of 
God.  We  had  tough  situations  to 
handle,"  said  Owens.  He  turned  to 
Ephesians  6:13  and  read:  Therefore  take 
up  the  whole  armor  of  God,  that  you  may 
be  able  to  withstand  in  the  evil  day,  and 
having  done  all,  to  stand. 


Below,  left:  Dallas  Swindell's  photograph  was 
brought  to  the  church  by  his  wife,  Patsy.  They 
have  been  married  for  40  years. 


Above,  right.Vicki  Wade  holds  up  a  photo- 
graph of  her  husband,  C.  B.  Wade.  They  have 
been  married  for  33  years. 


"Nobody  goes  into  the  military 
wanting  to  kill  anyone,"  continued 
Owens.  "Sometimes  we  find  our- 
selves in  a  corner  and  may  not  have 
a  choice.  Either  we  kill  or  be  killed. 
How  do  you  think  God  will  judge  us? 
In  the  Old  Testament  there  are  all 


kinds  of  conflict,  battles  over  person- 
alities, over  land,  over  religious  free- 
doms. The  Battle  of  Jericho  was  one 
where  the  walls  came  tumbling 
down.  The  Jews  were  to  go  in  and 
destroy  all.  No  one  was  to  be  left 
alive.  God  understands  all  situations. 
Those  of  us  in  the  military  were  there 
to  defend  our  nation.  Today  young 
men  and  women  are  in  Iraq  and  Af- 
ghanistan. Some  of  our  veterans  here 
today  were  in  England  right  when  we 
were  on  the  brink  of  war  with  Cuba. 
Dallas  Swindell  mentioned  the 
planes  loaded  with  atomic  bombs 
waiting  for  the  order  to  go.  But  the 
power  of  God  helped  us  avoid  that," 
noted  Owens. 


The  choir  sang  songs  of  celebration. 


"Have  you  ever  thought  of  the  re- 
sponsibility of  our  commander-in- 
chief?  He's  the  one  who  gives  the  or- 
ders to  go.  We  as  veterans  love  our 
nation  so  well  we  are  willing  to  fight 
if  we  are  called.  We  do  what  is  needed 
to  help  the  cause.  I  would  do  what- 
ever I  could  because  I  love  this  na- 
tion. I  love  it  enough  to  give  my  life 
for  it,"  Owens  said. 

"We  need  the  armor  of  God  to  help 
us,  to  protect  us,"  he  continued. 
"There  are  three  things  about  the  ar- 
mor of  God.  First,  God's  hands  are 
upon  our  nation.  God  has  blessed  us. 
Every  war  we  have  fought,  we  have 
come  out  a  winner  except  Vietnam. 
Unfortunately,  Vietnam  was  a  war 
where  our  hands  were  tied.  Second, 
we  must  learn  the  lesson  of  caution 
as  we  wear  the  armor  of  God.  God 
cautions  us  in  what  we  do.  We  should 
pray  to  God  to  guide  us  in  every  con- 
flict. We  may  not  be  only  defending 
the  freedom  of  our  lives  but  also  de- 
fending the  freedom  of  Christianity. 
Third,  as  we  wear  the  armor  of  God 
we  must  trust  that  the  lives  lost  in  war 
were  not  lost  in  vain.  We  must  rejoice 
to  live  in  a  nation  where  we  can  serve 
God.  Veterans  have  died  to  keep  free- 
dom available  to  us,"  Owens  said. 

"Let  us  take  on  the  whole  armor  of 
God,"  he  concluded. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist   25  January  2004 


People  8  Everts 


NEWS  FROM  SMYRNA 

CAPE  FEAR  YOUTH  COMPETITION 
ARTS  &  CRAFTS 
November  1,  2003 


Woodworking 
Cherub         Zeb  Wade 
AFC  Elliott  McConnell 

YFA  Chasen  Allen 

Needlework/Wearable  Art 
Cherub         Caden  Allen 
AFC  Erin  Parker 

YFA  Asia  McConnell 

Painting  and  Drawing 
Cherub         Casey  Pearce 
AFC  Amber  Wood 

YFA  Daniel  Wood 


Gold 
Gold 
Gold 


Silver 

Gold 

Bronze 


State  Representative 


Ceramics, 
Cherub 
AFC 
YFA 

Sculpture 
YFA 


Photography 
Cherub 
AFC 
YFA 

Other 
Cherub 
AFC 
YFA 


Pottery  &  Glassworks 
Haley  Pearce 
Kayla  Hickok 
Armatha  Noles 


Gold  State  Representative 
Gold 

Gold       State  Representative 


Silver      State  Representative 

Silver 

Silver 


Amanda  Johnson  Silver 


Casey  Pearce 
Parrish  McLamb 
Ashley  Parker 


Caden  Allen 
Brittany  Watson 
Laura  Beth  Parker 


Silver 
Silver 
Silver 


Silver 

Silver  State  Representative 
Bronze 


Pictured  left  to  right:  Kneeling — Minister  Jonathan  Pearce;  members 
of  the  church  youth  committee  Curtis  Allen  and  Elliott  McConnell. 
Standing — Daniel  Wood,  Chasen  Allen,  Jeremy  Hoyle,  Vance  Wood, 
Rodney  Wood  (another  member  of  the  youth  committee),  and  John 
Chavess. 


Pictured  are  members  of 
Blended  Fellowship  Church  near 
Goldsboro  worshiping  with 
Smyrna  recently.  The  group  is 
singing  in  sign  language  during 
the  opening  congregational  hymn. 


One  of  the  coordinators  for  the 
festival,  Carolyn  Tew,  and  those 
attending  the  festival  were  sur- 
prised with  a  visit  from  Carolyn's 
husband,  Gerald,  who  showed  up 
on  overnight  leave  from  Ft.  Bragg. 


Hi       In iUta 

Scenes  from  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  Youth  Arts  and  Crafts  competi- 
tion. Pictured  are  sisters  Haley  and  Casey  Pearce  with  their  State  Repre- 
sentative entries.  Haley  won  silver  in  Cherub  ceramics,  pottery,  and  glass- 
work  category  and  Casey  won  gold  in  Cherub  painting  and  drawing. 
Smyrna  youth  had  entries  in  19  of  the  21  categories  offered  winning  5 
state  representatives  awards. 


A  skit  illustrating  what  happens 
when  SIN  holds  you  down.  (Note 
the  "S"  is  hidden  in  the  word  SIN 
on  the  chair.) 


Scenes  from  Symrna  annual 
Harvest  Festival  (an  alternative  for 
Halloween).  Youth  dressed  as  Bible 
characters  trying  to  "stump  the 
preacher."  Left  to  right:  Minister 
Jonathan  Pearce  along  with 
Maddison  Wood,  Kelly  Wood, 
Jamie  Lynn  Wood,  and  Haley  and 
Casey  Pearce. 


All  the  "big  ones"  did  not  get 
away  on  n  recent  camping/fishing 
trip  for  the  young  men  of  Smyrna's 
youth  group  and  their  escorts. 
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BLACK  JACK  CHURCH  TAKES  NEW  YORK  MISSION  TRIP 


by  Linda  Jo  McLawhom 


The  youth  of  Black  Jack  Church, 
Greenville,  along  with  their  Associate/ 
Youth  Pastor,  Scott  Satterfield,  and 
Youth  Leaders:  Suzanne  Dixon,  Tammy 
Hudson,  Shane  and  Wendy  Adams, 
Valerie  Dixon,  and  Linda  Jo 
McLawhorn  left  Pitt  County  on  Friday, 
October  17,  2003  for  a  short-term  mis- 
sion trip.  There  were  eleven  teens:  Tara 
Dixon,  Grace  Pierce,  Logan  Mills,  Matt 
Wilkerson,  Logan  Heath,  Katie  Gould, 
Jenna  Whitehurst,  Richard  Gould, 
Amanda  Boykin,  Jessica  Hudson,  and 
Cole  Boykin.  Bound  for  New  York  City 
to  spread  the  Gospel,  shine  the  light  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  to  see  how  fellow 
Christians  worship  was  our  desire. 
Despite  months  of  anticipation  and 
praying,  weeks  of  devotional  time  cen- 
tered on  the  trip,  and  weekly  Bible 
study,  I  was  not  prepared  for  the  sites  I 
saw,  the  feelings  I  felt,  and  the  bless- 
ings I  received. 

With  18  in  our  group,  we  drove  to 
Raleigh-Durham  Airport  in  a  caravan 
of  the  church  van  and  SUVs  filled  with 
the  missionaries,  luggage,  guitars,  and 
praying  parents.  Some  in  the  group  had 
never  flown  before,  so  excitement  was 
high,  especially  seeing  New  York  City 
from  the  air  before  we  landed. 

Christ  Tabernacle,  a  worship  center 
for  teens,  is  a  branch  of  the  Brooklyn 
Tabernacle.  Friday  night  we  attended 
their  unconventional,  Holy  Spirit-filled 
service.  It  seemed  there  must  have  been 
1,000  people  there,  raising  their  hands 
to  Jesus  in  praise  and  thanksgiving.  The 
music  and  the  lyrics  kept  a  fast  and 
contemporary  beat.  A  woman  preached 
the  message  of  encouragement  to  those 
who  were  down.  We  heard  testimony 
from  a  recovering  drug  addict,  and  we 
saw  teens  breakdance  in  the  form  of 
worship.  God  was  there.  His  Spirit  was 
as  real  as  I've  ever  felt. 

New  Hope  Mission  Church  was  the 
base  of  our  mission  work.  On  Saturday, 
we  split  into  groups  and  ministered  in 
different  areas  to  three  different  fami- 
lies, one  of  which  was  helping  the  pas- 
tor with  some  of  his  chores.  One  group 
was  able  to  deliver  the  message  of  sal- 
vation to  an  unsaved  man.  As  a  group, 
we  went  to  a  nearby  park  and  sang 


songs,  played  the  guitar,  and  per- 
formed musical  dramas  to  pass- 
ersby.  Sunday  morning  worship 
was  at  the  Brooklyn  Tabernacle. 
We  heard  the  Brooklyn  Taber- 
nacle Choir  in  person!  WOW!  I 
counted  250  seats  in  the  choir.  It 
was  better  than  their  CDs.  On 
Sunday  night,  we  traveled  back 
to  New  Hope  and  participated  in 
the  worship  service  and  cel- 
ebrated their  sixth  year  anniver- 
sary. 

As  Monday  morning  ap- 
proached and  some  of  the  group  were 
tiring  and  some  of  the  group  said  they 
were  primed  and  not  ready  to  go  home, 
we  visited  The  Bowery  Mission.  This 
made  a  bigger  and  more  lasting  impres- 
sion on  me  than  any  other  aspect  of  our 
trip.  This  mission  has  existed  for  150 
years  and  is  designed  specifically  for 
men.  It  focuses  on  recovering  drug  ad- 
dicts and  alcoholics.  The  Bowery  has  a 
six  month  program  that  allows  men  to 
live  at  the  mission  and  learn  about  the 
Bible,  how  to  use  computers,  and  to 
find  a  job.  It  provides  clothing,  food, 
and  health  care.  They  have  a  soup 
kitchen  providing  three  meals  a  day  for 
the  street  people.  Thee  is  a  clothing  area 
where  people  can  come  in  twice  a  week 
for  a  clean  change  of  clothes  and  a  large 
bath  area  where  they  can  shower.  The 
mission  opens  its  chapel  at  night  for 
men  to  sleep  on  the  pews  so  they  can 
get  off  the  street.  There  are  three  chapel 
services  daily.  The  ministry  that  is  be- 
ing done  there  has  touched  me  deeply 
and  has  since  made  me  ever  mindful 
of  the  need  for  our  home  missions  in 
Pitt  County  and  our  denomination.  I 
believe  the  Bowery  Mission  is  why  God 
sent  me  on  the  mission  trip.  I'm  deeply 
in  prayer  to  be  led  to  seek  and  serve  in 
some  way  in  our  community  to  help 
meet  the  needs  of  the  needy  and  in 
doing  so  be  able  to  minister  to  their 
souls. 

It  was  time  to  leave.  We'd  been  able 
to  sneak  in  a  meal  at  an  unusual  res- 
taurant, visit  Ground  Zero,  and  shop 
on  the  streets.  We  boarded  our  bus  for 
the  airport  to  leave  that  great  big  city. 
Things  had  happened  so  fast.  It  was  all 
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so  big.  Time  Square  at  night  must  be 
the  biggest,  brightest,  busiest  place  in 
the  world.  The  subway  moves  about  70 
miles  an  hour,  and  all  I  can  say  is  "Get 
on  and  off  fast  if  you  don't  want  to  be 
left  behind."  The  city  goes  on  and  on 
and  walking  involved  is  unimaginable. 
The  storefronts  never  stop,  the  people 
are  like  moving  walls,  and  it  seems  that 
it  truly  is  a  city  that  never  sleeps.  De- 
spite all  the  preconceived  notions  I  had 
about  New  York,  I  didn't  think  about 
there  are  Christians  there  who  are  just 
like  me.  Their  worship  is  different,  but 
it  is  so  obvious  that  they  are  worship- 
ing my  God,  the  one  and  only  true  God. 
They  are  receiving  blessings,  just  like  I 
am,  but  in  such  a  different  way.  There 
is  no  white  or  black  or  Hispanic  or 
Asian  there.  The  person  beside  you  is 
just  as  likely  to  be  speaking  another 
language  as  he  or  she  would  speak 
English.  I  felt  so  small  there  because  I 
realized  how  small  I  really  am.  Just  a 
few  hundred  miles  north  of  here  is  a 
big  city  called  New  York.  It  is  home  for 
millions  of  people.  God  loves  them  just 
as  He  loves  you  and  me.  He  sent  His 
Son  for  them  just  like  He  did  for  us  in 
Pitt  County,  at  Black  Jack.  The  experi- 
ence of  seeing  such  a  different  group 
of  Christians  worshiping  God,  and  see- 
ing such  a  different  group  of  unsaved 
people  was  one  I  will  never  forget. 

By  God's  grace,  we  landed  safely  and 
returned  home  in  the  wee  hours  of 
Tuesday.  I  was  so  honored  to  go  with 
such  a  fine  group  of  Christians.  I  thank 
God  for  our  safety,  for  the  opportunity 
to  see  and  to  learn  so  much,  and  for  the 
chance  to  serve  Him  in  a  "different 
way." 


NEWS  FROM  POWHATAN  CHURCH 


A  joyous  New  Year  to  all  from 
Powhatan  Church  in  Clayton!  We  are 
thankful  to  be  starting  a  new  year  in 
service  to  the  Lord. 

Powhatan  sent  16  entries  to  the 
Nov.ember  1  Arts  &  Crafts  competi- 
tions held  at  Robert's  Grove  and  re- 
turned with  12  silver  medals,  4  gold, 
and  3  state  representatives.  Congratu- 
lations to  Will  Cox,  Leah  Boykin,  and 
Nikki  Jones,  who  will  represent  the  dis- 
trict at  the  state  level  and  to  ALL  the 
medal  winners!  Powhatan  was  one  of 
the  10  auxiliaries  represented  at  the 
November  8  Cape  Fear  District  Study 
Course  on  stewardship  at  Smithfield 
first  led  by  Hilda  Starling  of  the  West- 
ern District.  She  told  us  not  to  be  pos- 
sessed by  possessions  but  to  lay  up 
treasures  in  Heaven.  Ginger  Hill 
planned  the  event  and  shared  some  sto- 
ries with  the  group  as  well.  It  was  a 
good  morning  for  fellowship  and  shar- 
ing in  the  Word. 

Smithfield  First  also  hosted  the 
November  11  Cape  Fear  Conference 
with  98  in  attendance,  including  seven 
Powhatan  members.  All  veterans  in 
attendance  were  recognized,  and  a 
moment  of  silence  honored  those  who 
had  passed  on  or  who  are  currently 
serving  in  harm's  way.  Blended  Fellow- 
ship with  the  Rev.  Doug  Seymour  pro- 
vided the  special  music  for  the  morn- 
ing and  the  Rev.  Jerry  Stephenson 
brought  the  message.  Denominational 
ministries  gave  reports  and  Martha 
Parsons  gave  a  Youth  report  and  an- 
nounced the  recipients  of  the  two  schol- 
arships awarded  by  the  Board  of  Chris- 
tian Education  for  this  year — Meredith 
Tew  of  Lee's  Chapel  and  Roberta 
Widhalm  of  Powhatan  Church.  Con- 
gratulations to  both  young  ladies! 

A  Cape  Fear  youth  officer  meeting 
followed  the  conference.  Newly  elected 
president  Zack  Tart  would  like  to  hear 
from  churches  that  have  not  been  at- 
tending the  monthly  rallies  in  order  to 
talk  with  them  about  joining  us  again. 
We  would  love  to  see  the  Youth  Chairs 
from  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  from  each 
local  church  take  apart  in  the  youth 
rallies  and  encourage  their  youth  to 
participate.  The  group  discussed  the 
calendar  for  2004  which  will  be  mailed 


out  with  the  next  issue  of 
the  Cape  Fear  Ripples.  Re- 
member to  watch  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  for  dates, 
times,  and  registration  in- 
formation for  the  Febru- 
ary Church  night  for 
Mount  Olive  basketball. 

On  November  12,  Kitty 
Barnes  brought  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Pre- 
Thanksgiving  message  to 
the  Powhatan  congregation.  She  used 
the  skit  from  the  Devotion  and  spoke 
aboulJhow  we  should  not  be  critical, 
complaining,  or  proud  as  we  profess  to 
be  followers  of  Christ.  We  should  be 
thankful  for  our  blessings  and  for  our 
trials  (which  is  much  more  difficult). 
She  gave  examples  of  those  who  have 
been  strong  in  tough  times.  She  spoke 
of  a  family  in  her  home  church  of  Little 
Rock  who  had  lost  their  daughter  sud- 
denly but  could  even  find  a  reason  to 
be  thankful  in  the  tragedy.  She  was  an 
organ  donor  and  her  death  provided 
life  to  others,  just  as  the  death  of  Jesus 
on  the  Cross  provided  eternal  life  to  all 
who  will  accept  His  sacrifice.  We  are 
thankful  that  Mrs.  Barnes  came  to  share 
her  gift  of  teaching  with  us  through  her 
program. 


Mark  Guy,  the  Rev.  Jim  Bogle,  and  Shirley 
Hatcher  enjoying  the  meal  on  Pastor  Apprecia- 
tion Sunday. 

The  Soup  and  Sandwich  fund-raiser 
on  November  15  was  a  success,  raising 
over  $320  for  the  Youth  Program  Thank 
you  to  all  who  came  out  to  enjoy  a  good 
meal  and  to  support  the  youth.  Some 
of  the  youth  performed  that  evening  in 
a  community  outreach  at  the  Selma 
Gospel  Music  Center,  singing,  playing 
bells,  or  singing. 

Pastor  Appreciation  Day  was  cel- 
ebrated on  November  16  in  honor  of 
the  Rev.  Bogle's  birthday.  He  was  given 


Bell  choir  performing  at  the  Selma  Gospel  Music  Center 
on  November  15,  2003. 


a  song  by  Dylan  James  and  enjoyed  a 
"feast"  following  services  with  the  con- 
gregation. 

Several  members  attended  the 
Mount  Olive  College  workshops  at 
Everett  Chapel  that  evening.  Crystal 
and  Jackie  Guy,  Nicole  Lee,  Leah 
Boykin,  Rachel  Langley,  and  Rita  Jones 
took  part  in  several  of  the  classes,  get- 
ting motivation  and  ideas  for  the  Youth 
program,  discipleship,  and  leadership 
for  the  church. 

"Friends  of  the  Children  Day"  was 
held  at  the  Children's  Home  on  Satur- 
day, November  22, 2003.  Many  alumni 
came  back  for  the  day.  Buck  and 
Mildred  Turner  attended  from 
Powhatan  and  Mrs.  Turner  addressed 
the  group  on  behalf  of  the  alumni.  She 
shared  a  report  on  the  day  of  fellow- 
ship with  the  congregation  on  Sunday 
morning. 

The  annual  Thanksgiving  Commu- 
nity Singing  was  held  at  Everett  Chapel 
on  Sunday  evening,  November  23, 
2003.  Powhatan,  Amelia,  and  Believer's 
Baptist  joined  with  Everett  Chapel  for 
an  evening  of  song  and  fellowship.  An 
offering  was  collected  to  assist  the  non- 
denominational  Clayton  Area  Ministries 
in  the  amount  of  $585.  The  Powhatan 
"Singing  hands"  signing  youth  choir 
and  youth  bell  choir  performed.  The 
adult  choir  closed  the  event  to  a  stand- 
ing ovation  of  "Ragged  Old  Flag"  with 
the  chorus  of  "God  Bless  America," 
assisted  by  two  military  men  in  uni- 
form carrying  an  old,  battered  flag. 

In  Memoriam:  Elwood  Howard,  age  82, 
went  to  be  with  the  Lord  on  Novem- 
ber 20, 2003.  He  was  retired  from  N.C 
State  University.  Please  remember  his 
wife  and  family  during  their  times  of 
loss. 
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DYLAN'SAD VENTURES  (partiiio/iid 


Ten-year-old 
Dylan  Sepulvado 
of  Shreveport, 
LA  needs  a  new 
heart.  His 
adventure 
continues... 


Day  15: 

I'm  just  a  little  ole  hillbillie,  and  I  live  in 
them  those  hills, 

I  climb  yonder  mountains,  and  drink  from 
yonder  fountains,  and  watch  tree  sap  spill. 

I  wear  just  enough  clothes  to  hide  my  pri- 
vate, and  no  shoes  at  all.  I'm  just  like  a  hairy 
ole  pirate,  chasing  after  a  cannonball. 

Then  Dylan  told  the  Indian,  "I  was  having 
so  much  fun,  then  I  woke  up,  which  I  felt  a 
pain  in  my  side  like  a  stitch.  Boy,  when  the 
pain  got  bad,  I  jumped  out  of  bed  real  quick!" 

The  Indian  asked,  "So,  what  you  do  next?" 

Dylan  replied,  "I  got  on  my  knees  and 
prayed,  after  I  got  my  muscles  flexed!" 

"Lord,  I  know  that  was  a  dream,  but,  please 
can  you  fix  me  like  that?" 

"And,  afterwards,  I  sat  and  I  cried,  while 
holding  my  cat!" 

Day  16" 

M.  J.  walks  softly  alongside  Dylan,  Joe,  Sa- 
vannah and  Pam.  She  would  always  let  them 
know  when  she  was  hungry,  and  they  would 
feed  her  Spam'*-'.  She  made  sure  that  the  chil- 
dren, especially  Dylan  was  alright.  That  even 
though  the  nights  were  long,  the  days  were 
always  bright.  And  that  if  it  looked  like  rain, 
she  would  carry  an  umbrella  in  her  mouth, 
and  if  they  walked  very  far,  she  made  sure 
Dylan  always  had  his  little  cane  and  if  it  was 
getting  cold,  they  should  head  south. 

M.  J.  is  a  very  extraordinary  cat,  and  when 
Dylan  is  sick,  beside  his  bed,  she  would  sit. 

God  gave  M.  J.  to  Dylan  as  his  special  little 
friend.  And  with  their  hearts,  she  was  always 
very  careful  who  they  would  let  in. 


Day  17: 

Dylan  and  the  other  children  saw  a  party  in 
the  woods,  and  they  remembered  what  their 
moms  had  said.  Their  moms  had  told  them 
never  to  drink,  so  they  had  diet  soda  instead. 

Mom,  we  all  felt  proud,  just  like  you  said 
we  would.  Even  though  we're  so  sick  and  that 
we  knew  we  could.  We  didn't  get  in  the  car 
with  anyone  who  was  drinking,  we  knew  you 
was  right.  No  matter  how  much  we  would 
had  pulled  on  the  seatbelts  so  tight. 

We  tried  to  ask  them  if  they  had  seen  a  spe- 
cial heart,  lung,  liver,  or  kidney,  but  they  were 
so  drunk,  they  couldn't  remember  if  they  had 
seen  any. 

A  lot  of  these  kids  drove  off,  probably  say- 
ing their  last  goodbye. 

My  friends  and  I  don't  even  drink,  yet  some 
of  our  body  parts  don't  work,  so  how  come 
we  may  have  to  die! 

Day  18: 

Tears  fell  as  Dylan  hung  up  the  phone.  Dylan 
and  his  little  friends  felt  sadness  and  so  alone. 
Dylan  told  them,  "Don't  worry,  this  is  not  for- 
ever!" "We  can't  let  ourselves  give  up  now  or 
never!"  "We'll  count  our  days  and  maybe  go 
in  different  ways."  "Anyone  we  meet,  that  is 
breathing  and  living  we're  ask,  just  taking  it 
day  by  day." 

The  only  thing  that  Dylan  and  his  little 
friends  do,  is  go  out  and  put  the  word  out 
about  a  heart,  lung,  kidney,  and  a  liver  and 
then  go  home  to  sleep,  just  wishing  they 
could  hear  one  of  their  little  beepers  go  beep. 

"Lord,  please  help  us  to  get  over  our  fears. 
As  they  all  slowly  started  wiping  away  their 
tears!" 

Day  19: 

Dylan  started  out  again,  in  hopes  of  a  heart, 
lung,  kidney  and  liver,  that  he  would  find  this 
time.  Knowing  that  him  and  his  little  friends 
was  going  different  ways,  and  that  they  all 
would  be  just  fine.  Dylan  heard  a  voice  and 
felt  a  very  smooth  touch.  God  had  sent  a  very 
special  angel.  He  loves  Dylan  and  his  friends 
so  much! 


The  angel  said,  "Dylan,  I  am  always  there, 
even  when  your  pain  is  so  hard  to  bear." 

Dylan  closed  his  eyes,  and  saw  his  angel's 
face.  He  could  feel  her  love  and  her  warm 
embrace.  Dylan  thinks  of  his  new  little  friends 
and  when  they  first  met.  liven  with  their  old 
heart,  lung,  kidney,  and  liver,  they  would  still 
always  be  in  God's  debt! 

Day  20: 

As  Dylan  and  his  little  friends  were  walking 
down  the  street,  they  came  across  a  little  man 
who  said  his  name  was  Pete.  He  was  wear- 
ing a  pin-striped  suit,  with  a  little  gray  hat. 
He  was  shaking  his  head  like  this,  and  like 
that!  Dylan  said,  "We  are  looking  for  a  heart, 
lung,  kidney,  and  a  liver,  so  that  we  may  live." 

Pete  replied,  "Little  boy,  I  sure  wish  I  had 
some  good  news  to  give!" 

Dylan  stated,  "God  and  someone  will  come 
through  for  us  all,  then  just  think,  we'd  be 
alive  and  ten  feet  tall!" 


Day  21: 

Dylan  started  this  day  not  just  like  any 
other.  He  is  rearing  to  go,  all  jittery  and  ex- 
cited, oh  brother!  He  kept  feeling  and  think- 
ing, today  could  be  the  day  he  would  find 
that  special  heart.  And  finally  after  ten  years, 
him  and  his  old  heart  would  part. 

He  came  upon  a  group  of  lambs  in  a  pas- 
ture that  was  so  pretty  and  green.  He  felt  deep 
in  his  soul,  AMAZING  GRACE,  he  should 
sing!  I  le  walks  up  to  the  older  lamb  and  asked 
her,  "Have  you  seen  a  special  heart  for  me?" 
She  looks  down  at  him  and  says,  "Yes,"  in 
her  eyes  a  beautiful  gleam. 

Dylan  stopped  right  in  his  shcx'.s.  He  just 
didn't  know  what  to  do.  The  lamb  says, 
"Dylan,  don't  cry.  One  of  our  little  lambs  are 
sick  and  we  don't  want  to  see  him  die.  For  if 
his  little  heart  is  in  you,  he  will  always  live- 
on.  And  everyday  you  wake  up,  we  will  al- 
ways hear  his  little  song!" 

"Dylan,  we  love  you,  and  all  of  God's  little 
lambs!" 


3  on  3  Basketball  Tournament 
Saturday,  January  17,  2004 — 9  a.m. 
Holly  Springs  Family  Life  Center 
850  Nine  Foot  Road,  Newport,  NC  28570 


ATTENTION  ALL  BASKETBALL  PLAYERS! 

For  more  information, 


Entry  Fee:  $50  per  team 
Trophies  for  First,  Second, 
and  Third  Place 


Sponsoring  Church  Organization . 


City. 


Contact  Person . 


Phone 


Address. 


City. 


State. 


Zip 


No.  of  teams 


Entry  Fee  per  team  enclosed  $ 


call  Holly  Springs  Church  at 
(252)  223-4900  on  weekdays 
between  9  a.m.-1  p.m. 
or  call  (252)  223-5491 

after  7  p.m. 
Your  entry  form  and  fee 
must  be  returned  by 
January  10,  2004 

Four  players  per  team 
Double  elimination 

Sixteen  years  old  &  Up 
Teams  may  be  co-ed 
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ANTIOCH  CHURCH  TO  HOLD 
NINTH  ANNUAL  LADIES' 
"MUG  AND  MUFFIN" 


Where  can  you  go  for  a  fun-filled 
morning  with  Christian  ladies  from 
various  churches?  What  does  a  mug 
and  a  muffin  have  to  do  with  it? 

Each  year  the  woman's  auxiliary  of 
Antioch  Church  in  Pikeville  sponsors 
a  Ladies'  "Mug  and  Muffin."  The 
purpose  is  to  provide  ladies  from  area 
churches  the  opportunity  to  meet, 
and  to  share  a  morning  together  with 
food,  fun,  and  fellowship. 

Nine  years  ago,  the  woman's 
auxiliary  at  Antioch  wanted  to 
schedule  an  event  to  help  brighten 
the  long  days  of  winter.  There  were 
13  ladies  present  at  the  first  "Mug  and 
Muffin."  Each  year  it  has  grown,  and 
last  year's  attendance  was  105! 

The  morning  begins  with  prayer. 
Then  a  delicious  brunch  buffet  is 


enjoyed.  Talented  singers  deliver  a 
message  in  song.  Humorous  games 
are  played.  A  speaker  shares  a 
heartwarming  story  about  what  God 
has  done  in  her  life. 

So  ladies,  mark  your  calendars  for 
the  Ninth  Annual  "Mug  and  Muffin" 
on  February  24, 2004  at  8:30  a.m.-1  p.m. 
at  Antioch  Church,  Pikeville,  NC  in 
the  fellowship  hall.  All  area  churches 
are  welcome.  Guest  speakers  will  be 
Lynette  Overman.  Special  music  will 
be  provided  by  Jamie  Britt  Cox.  Our 
theme  is  Psalm  100,  "Make  a  Joyful 
Noise."  Please  bring  a  $5  gift  for  the 
gift  exchange. 

Those  interested  in  attending  may 
contact  Michelle  Hamm  at  (919)  734- 
9277  or  <HAMM0415@aol.com>  by 
February  7,  2004. 


GOLDEN 
WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  E.  Francis  Garner 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  E.  Francis  Gar- 
ner of  Newport,  NC  will  celebrate 
their  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 
on  January  3,  2004.  The  celebration 
will  be  held  at  the  Silver  Creek  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  from  2-5  p.m.  All 
friends  and  relatives  are  invited.  No 
gifts,  please.  The  pleasure  of  your 
presence  will  be  especially  appreci- 
ated. For  further  information,  call 
(252)  223-5887. 


THANK  YOU 


VETERAN  RECOGNITION  AT 
SMYRNA  CHURCH 

The  camera  caught  Kay 
Tart  and  her  daughter, 
Janice  Tart  of  the  Meadow 
area  sharing  pictures  of 
their  family  members  at 
the  November  14,  2003 
Veteran  Recognition 
service  at  Smyrna 
Church.  Roy  M.  Tart 
served  during  the  Korean 
War,  and  Roy  Tart  II 
recently  returned  from 
the  War  on  Terrorism. 

Members  of  the  church 
youth      served  as 

"buddies"  for  each  of  the  veterans  honored.  Other  veterans  honored  were 
Ellistine  Barefoot,  George  Gaudioso,  Bruce  Lee,  Herman  Raynor,  Ray  G.  Smith, 
along  with  Jeremy  Doyle,  who  is  stationed  in  Savannah,  Georgia  and  was 
able  to  get  leave  in  order  to  attend  the  recognition  service. 

Those  who  could  not  attend  were  Vance  Wade,  J.  W.  Watson,  Thomas  Young, 
Gerald  Tew  who  are  in  training  at  Fort  Bragg,  and  Heather  Summerlin  Canady 
who  is  on  active  duty. 


Thank  you  to  all  who  sent  me 
birthday  and  Christmas  cards  in 
2003.  Your  thoughtfulness  is  a 
blessing  to  me.  Please  note  that 
my  address  is  4116-B  Lee  Street, 
Ayden,  NC  28513.  Some  people 
have  sent  cards  to  my  old  address 
and  I  haven't  received  them.  May 
God  bless  you  during  this  new 
year!  * 

Kaye  Jones 
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MONTHLY  PLANNER 

February  2004 

Sunday  School  Ministry  Month 


Meeting  dates  and  locations  are  subject  to  change.  You  are  encouraged  to  call  in  advance  to  confirm  meeting  schedules. 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

1 

7:00  p.m.  2 
Sunday  School 
Eastern  Regional 
Training 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1:30  p.m.  7 
Albemarle  District 
Auxiliary 

Executive  Meeting 

8 

9 

3:00  p.m.  lO 
Retirement 
Homes  Board 

i  v  ice  ii  1 1  y 

Foreign  Missions 
Board  Meeting 

11:00a.m.  H 
Church  Finance 
Annual 

IVI 1. 1  1  IUcI  oil  1  jJ 

Meeting 

10:00  a.m. 
Minister's 
Program  Meeting 

7:00  p.m. 

Sun.  Sch.  Central 
Regional  Training 

7:00  p.m. 

Layman's  League 
Exec.  Board  Meet., 
VFW  Building,  Snow  Hill 

13 

14 

VALENTINE'S 
DAY 

15 

16 

Eastern          1  w 
Conference 
Layman's  League 
Meeting,  Mt.  Zion 
Church,  Pamlico 
County 

Meal— 6:30  p.m. 
Business — 7:30  p.m. 

1:00  p.m.  17 
FWB  Press 
Board  Meeting 

18 

19 

Children's  Home 
Board  Meeting 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

ASH 
WEDNESDAY 

26 

27 

28 

29 


notes: 


coming  soon: 


March  1—7:00  p.m. 

Central  Conference 

Layman's  League, 

Free  Union  FWB  Church, 

Greene  County 

(on  Firetower  Road  near 

Snow  Hill) 

Meal— 6:30  p.m. 

Business — 7:30  p.m. 


March  11—7:00  p.m. 
Layman's  League 
Executive  Board 
Meeting,  VFW  Building, 
Snow  Hill 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    2    February  2004 


The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote 
the  cause  of  Christ  among  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists,  and  we  reserve  the  right  to 
refuse  any  article  or  news  that  is 
inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs, 
or  policies,  and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit 
of  narmony  and  cooperation  with  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation  and  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 
The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily 
reflect  the  beliefs  and  policies  of  the  editor 
or  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  The  responsibility 
for  each  article  is  given  the  person  whose 
name  appears  under  the  title  or  to  the 
person  submitting  said  article. 

Subsription  Prices:  All  subscriptions  are 
payable  in  advance: 

1  year  (12  issues)  $13.00 

2  years  (24  issues)  $24.00 
4  years  (48  issues)  $47.00. 

Every-Family  Plan:  A  25  percent  discount 
is  given  when  local  churches  send  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  to  the  home  of  every  member; 
names  and  addresses  to  be  provided  by 
churches.  Churches  are  billed  quarterly. 
Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of  12  or  more  copies  of 
The  Free  Will  Baptist  are  sent  to  one  individual 
who  in  turn  distributes  these.  A  50  percent 
discount  is  offered  under  this  plan. 


The  deadline  for  submissions  to  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  is  the  5th  day  of  the  month  prior 
to  publication.  (Example:  Items  to  be  pub- 
lished in  a  January  issue  must  be  in  no  later 
than  the  5th  day  of  December.)  You  may 
submit  articles  by  any  of  the  following 
methods: 

•  E-mail  to  <editor@fwbpress.com>, 

•  Fax  to  (252)  746-9248,  Attn:  Editor, 

•  Hand  deliver,  or 

•  Mail  to:  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

PO  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513. 

*no  phone-in  or  handwritten  information 
will  be  accepted! 

*  Pictures  are  not  returned  unless  there  is 
an  appropriate  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  included! 

Advertising  submissions  will  run  for  a 
maximum  of  2  months.  Submissions  for 
Churches  &  Ministry  Positions  Available  and 
Personal  Information  Changes  will  be  run  for 
up  to  2  months.  Space  for  these  columns  is 
limited  by  availability. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  is  edited  and  published 
monthly  by  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation,  Inc.,  3928  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North 
Carolina  28513-0159.  Second-class  postage  paid 
at  Ayden,  North  Carolina  (USPS  2094-4000). 


Editor:  Darren  E.  Davenport 
Editor  Emeritus:  C.  H.  Overman 
Editorial  Assistants:  Dixie  McLavvhorn 
Francis  Wade 
Graphic  Designer:  Sheila  Benson 
Graphic  Artist:  Jerry  Goff 
Production  Manager:  Robert  Hadden 
Production  Team:  Ronnie  Jones,  Dan  Langley, 
Jason  Harmon,  Brandon  Jones 
Circulation:  Faye  Avery 


President:  R.  Clifford  Gray  Jr. 
Board  of  Directors:  Linda  Weathersby, 
Chairperson;  Frank  Flowers,  Vice  Chairperson; 

Nina  Grace  Register,  Secretary;  John  Brinn, 
Doug  Seymour,  Russell  Corbitt,  John  W.  Taylor, 
Bobby  Carden,  James  Blount. 


DENOMINATIONAL  MINISTRIES 


\&J  Sunday  School  Ministry 
(l0)  Home  Missions  &  Evangelism 
@  Mount  Olive  College 
@  OFWB  International 

(18)  Children's  Home 

(19)  Cragmont  Assembly 

(21)  Convention  News 

(22)  Minister's  Program 


COLUMNS 


4  Focus 

by  Darren  E.  Davenport,  Editor 

4  Reflections 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus 

24  In  The  Spotlight 

by  Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 
and  the  Rev.  Michael  Warning 


2  Monthly  Planner 

22  Layman's  League 

23  Camp  Vandemere 
26  People  &  Events 
31  Classifieds 


[Love]  never  f aileth 
(1  Corinthians  13:8a). 


Love 

by  Darren  E.  Davenport,  Editor 


Tina  Turner  came  out  with  a  song  many  years 
ago  entitled,  "What's  Love  Got  to  Do  With  It?"  Well, 
since  you  asked,  my  wife  says  that  love  has 
everything  to  do  with  it.  I  wondered,  for  a  moment, 
what  she  meant  by  that.  Surely,  she 
meant  it  in  the  best  possible  way... 

We  use  the  word  love  so  loosely  in 
the  English  language.  We  say:  we  love 
God;  we  love  our  spouse;  we  love  that 
TV  show;  we  love  our  pet;  we  love 
hotdogs;  we  love  French  fries.  Do  we 
actually  "love"  hotdogs — or  do  we  just 
"really  like"  them?  "For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that 
he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever 
believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life"  (John  3:16).  That's  love  in  the  highest, 
truest,  purest  form!  Anything  else  fails  in 
comparison.  I  love  my  wife,  Carla,  very  deeply!  But 


I  have  that  capacity  to  love  her  because  I  have  the 
love  of  God  in  my  heart.  I  try  to  "Love  the  Lord  [my] 
God  with  all  [my]  heart,  and  with  all  [my]  soul,  and 
with  all  [my]  mind"  (Matthew  22:37).  This  is  what 
He  wants  from  us — the  same  thing  He  gives  to  us 
each  and  every  day.  Love.  1  John  4:8  says 
very  clearly  that  "He  that  loveth  not 
knoweth  not  God;  for  God  is  love."  Even 
though  we  are  well  into  the  new  year 
now,  this  verse  is  a  good  one  to 
remember.  If  Christ  is  truly  in  us,  His 
love  will  shine  through  us.  Which  means, 
if  it's  not — it  won't.  Right? 

This  month — and  on  and  on — let's  be  more 
thoughtful  to  those  around  us.  Let's  pour  out  the 
Love  of  God  to  our  spouses,  families,  and  friends. 
Hey,  here's  a  novel  idea:  let's  kick  it  up  a  notch  and 
pour  it  into  our  communities  and  beyond! 


Two  Aspects  of  Reality 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus 


We  know  that  reality  is  simply  the  "quality  or 
state"  of  being  real.  Thus,  each  day  is  reality  time 
with  life — its  struggles,  uncertainties,  tragedies,  joys, 
excitements,  and  pleasures.  (Television  has  played 
its  role  in  what  we  now  know  as  "reality"  TV,  and 
has  stretched  its  bounds,  sad  to  say.) 

Christians,  although  living  a  life  of  faith  in  God, 
are  not  exempt  from  the  bare  realities  of  life.  Jesus, 
in  an  effort  to  prepare  His  disciples  for  the  task  of 
continuing  their  witness  of  Him,  often  spoke  to  them 
and  instructed  them  concerning  the  realities  that 
awaited  them  in  a  hostile  world.  In 
Matthew  10:17  we  read  of  His 
warning  to  them  when  He  said, 
"beware  of  men."  In  the  verses  that 
follow,  He  referred  to  persecutions 
and  rejection  by  their  own  relatives. 
His  words  surely  troubled  them  as 
He  warned  them  that  they  "...would  be  hated  of  all 
men  for  my  name's  sake. . ."  (Matthew  10:22).  Just  as 
they  hated  Jesus,  so  they  would  hate  His  followers. 
Later,  they  were  to  suffer  persecution,  and  some  of 
them  would  be  put  to  death  because  of  their  Chris- 
tian witness. 

Jesus  faced  the  reality  of  His  mission — to  suffer 
and  die  on  a  cruel  Cross  as  a  sacrifice  for  our  sins. 
He  always  knew  what  awaited  Him,  yet  He  never 
flinched  from  that  mission.  His  time  upon  earth  was 


of  rather  short  duration.  His  time  with  the  believers 
would  soon  end.  One  day,  He  would  leave  them,  but 
He  assured  them  that  He  would  send  them  "...an- 
other Comforter,  that  he  may  abide  with  you  for 
ever"  (John  14:16).  That  Comforter  was,  of  course, 
the  Holy  Spirit  who  indwells  all  true  believers. 

Just  as  true  discipleship  has  its  cost,  so  it  has  its 
compensations,  or  rewards.  We  know  Jesus  came  to 
bring  peace.  He  often  spoke  of  this  peace  in  spite  of 
the  turmoils  and  troubles  of  life.  Time  after  time  He 
encouraged  His  followers  with  words,  such  as,  "be 
of  good  cheer,"  "why  are  ye 
troubled?,"  and  "have  no  fear."  Yet, 
we  are  sometimes  troubled  and 
afraid  because  of  our  weak  faith, 
forgetting  His  promise  to  be  with  us 
in  all  circumstances  and  situations. 
So  much  for  the  negative  side  of 
reality.  There  is,  of  course,  a  positive  side — the  one 
that  really  matters.  We  know  that  we  can  rise  above 
and  eventually  pass  beyond  our  times  of  doubt  and 
fear,  that  a  better  day  (time)  will  come.  We  have  the 
indwelling  Spirit  of  God  to  help  and  strengthen  us, 
to  see  us  through.  Thus,  our  faith  "kicks  in"  as  the 
great  Comforter  performs  His  work  in  us.  Without 
that  faith,  defeat  is  certain  and  we  will  succumb  to 
the  negative  aspects  of  reality. 
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Several  years  ago,  there  was  a  coun- 
try music  song  that  stated  that  the 
writer  was  "looking  for  love  in  all  the 
wrong  places."  People  in  our  society 
today  more  than  ever,  seem  to  be  'look- 
ing for  love'  everywhere.  It  would  seem 
that  for  decades  people  have  just  been 
looking,  looking  for  something  that 
would  satisfy  their  every  desire.  They 
have  looked  to  material  goods  for  sat- 
isfaction and  many  have  found  that  to 
be  very  shallow.  We,  in  the  church,  have 
said  that  we  love,  but  have  shown  our 
efforts  to  be  shallow  at  times.  Let's  look 
at  love  and  see  if  we  can  determine 
what  the  church  can  do  to  fill  this  gap 
that  exists  in  people's  lives.  We  realize 
that  love  has  several  connotations, 
among  them  are  eros  or  erotic  love, 
philo  or  brotherly  love,  and  agape  or 
charitable  love.  For  the  purposes  of  this 
writing,  we  will  be  speaking  about  love 
with  the  idea  of  being  unselfish,  loyal, 
benevolent,  or  caring  for  one  another 
rather  than  love  that  is  expressed  in 
terms  of  physical  pleasure  and  satisfac- 
tion. 

Abraham  Maslow  (1908-1970),  the 
renowned  psychologist,  began  about 
1951,  to  delve  seriously  into  the  idea  of 
human  need  or  motivation.  Through 
his  relationship  with  a  colleague,  he 
theorized  that  people  grow  through 
various  levels  of  needs.  His  earliest 
findings  listed  five  broad  layers.  The 
basic  level  was  physiological  or  survival 
needs.  These  needs  are  essential  to  life 
in  general.  With  this  need  being  satis- 
fied, the  human  moves  into  the  safety 
and  security  layer.  Once  our  basic  needs 
of  food,  clothing,  and  shelter  are  satis- 
fied, we  become  interested  in  being  in 
a  safe  and  secure  environment  where 
we  feel  protected.  When  the  physiologi- 
cal and  safety  needs  are  satisfied,  the 
third  layer  shows  up.  In  this  layer,  we 
feel  the  need  to  love  and  be  loved.  We  have 
a  need  to  care  for  someone  and  have 
someone  care  for  us.  We  have  a  sense 
of  belonging  that  comes  into  play.  Once 
this  third  layer  is  satisfied,  then  we  be- 
gin to  look  for  that  feeling  of  self-esteem 


by  Mary  Dudley 


in  which  we  need  to  feel  good  about 
ourselves.  Here,  we  find  about  two  ver- 
sions of  esteem,  a  lower  and  higher  one. 
At  the  lower  level,  we  find  a  need  for 
respect  of  others,  while  at  the  higher 
level,  we  need  self-respect.  Once  we 
have  self-respect,  it  is  a  great  deal 
harder  to  lose.  The  fifth  layer  of  human 
need  is  somewhat  different.  It  is  self-ac- 
tualization. When  one  moves  to  this 
layer,  there  is  a  continuous,  almost  ad- 
dictive, trend  to  assure  that  one  is  in- 
dependently confident  as  life's  chal- 
lenges are  met.  In  other  words,  we 
know  who  we  are,  why  we  are,  where 
we  are,  how  we  are,  etc.  We  feel  confi- 
dent with  our  own  growth.  In  the  Chris- 
tian community,  self-actualization  is 
understood  from  the  point  of  a  relation- 
ship with  Jesus  Christ.  Through  faith  in 
Christ,  we  come  into  a  relationship  with 
Him  and  respond  to  His  will  by  follow- 
ing His  purpose  and  plan  for  each  life. 
In  later  years,  there  was  an  understand- 
ing that  self-actualization  might  not 
necessarily  be  the  tip  of  the  pinnacle. 
While  it  is  imperative  that  we  reach  self- 
actualization,  as  Christians,  there  is  a 
point  at  which  we  need  to  be  able  to 
give  ourselves  to  someone  else.  We  re- 
fer to  this  as  transcendence.  Here,  we 
reach  beyond  ego  to  help  others  realize 
their  potential.  We  involve  ourselves  in 
building  relationships. 

In  studying  Maslow's  hierarchy,  we 
see  that  the  church  meets  people  at  the 
third  layer  of  human  need,  love,  and 
belonging.  In  rare  instances,  we  are 
faced  with  aiding  people  as  they  meet 
their  survival  and  safety  needs,  but  on 
these  occasions  there  are  extenuating 
circumstances  that  cause  one  individual 
to  be  involved  with  helping  another 
survive.  Since  all  the  layers  of  need  are 
sequential  in  nature  as  a  person  moves 
up  the  pyramid,  we  can  readily  under- 
stand that  a  person  cannot  come  to  the 
level  of  self-actualization  until  they  feel 
that  they  belong  to  someone  or  some- 
thing. In  other  words,  you  cannot  give 
of  yourself  to  someone  else  until  you 
first  know  yourself  to  the  fullest  extent. 


In  1995,  the  Southern  Baptist  Home 
Mission  Board  conducted  a  survey  to 
determine  why  people  decide  on  a  par- 
ticular church.  The  number  one  reason 
was  the  warmth  and  friendliness  that 
they  perceive  of  the  congregation.  The 
next  reason  was  because  of  the  influ- 
ence of  family  and  friends.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  influence  of  the  pastor. 
Down  the  line,  we  find  the  location  of 
the  church  as  a  determining  factor.  Last 
on  the  list  of  reasons  was  their  spiritual 
life.  It  would  appear  that  a  church  could 
have  the  best  facilities,  teachers,  and  re- 
sources, but  if  the  congregation  is  not 
perceived  as  being  warm,  friendly,  and 
receptive  of  newcomers,  people  will  not 
stay.  Young  couples  with  children  are 
searching  for  churches  that  will  provide 
a  safe,  sanitary,  solid,  Christian  learn- 
ing environment  in  which  their  children 
can  come  to  know  Jesus.  In  many  in- 
stances, the  reason  we  lose  so  many  of 
the  newcomers  is  our  lack  of  follow-up. 
There  MUST  be  follow-up  to  their  vis- 
its so  that  they  will  feel  that  they  are 
needed.  Many  of  our  churches  and 
church  people  have  failed  to  under- 
stand the  full  impact  of  the  "Great  Com- 
mission" as  found  in  Matthew  28:18- 
20  in  which  Jesus  gives  us  a  mandate 
for  Christian  service/  ministry.  We  are 
to  GO  and  TELL,  not  COME  and 
HEAR.  We  have  to  be  proactive  in  our 
reaching  the  unreached.  Letters,  cards, 
and  phone  calls  are  quite  effective,  but 
not  as  effective  as  that  one-to-one  com- 
munication. Is  this  not  what  Jesus  did 
in  building  relationships?  Within  at 
least  36  hours  of  a  person's  visit  to  a 
worship  service  or  Sunday  School,  there 
should  be  a  home  visit  to  let  people 
know  that  you  care  and  want  them  to 
return.  Before  the  next  Sunday,  there 
should  be  at  least  two  other  contacts. 
From  three  to  six  months  after  the  ini- 
tial visit,  the  newcomers  should  be  in- 
volved in  a  small  group  relationship  to 
insure  their  feeling  of  belonging.  Within 
a  year,  they  should  be  involved  in  a  job 
of  some  sort.  This  does  not  need  to  nor 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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should  it  be  an  elected  position.  They 
must  be  members  of  the  church  before 
they  can  accept  an  elected  position.  In 
other  words,  we,  as  Christian  workers, 
must  be  cognizant  of  the  need  of  people 
to  love  and  be  loved  that  equates  to  a 
need  to  belong.  If  we  fail  to  stir  up  a 
continuous,  touching  awareness  in  the 
lives  of  people,  we  fail  to  fulfill  our  re- 
sponsibility to  God  as  Jesus  stated  in  the 
"Great  Commission." 

In  1955,  Lee  J.  Gable  in  his  book, 
Christian  Nurture  Through  the  Church, 
gave  a  definition  of  Christian  Nurture 
or  Christian  Education  that  is  quite  as 
rich  today  as  it  was  when  he  penned  it. 
He  said  that  Christian  nurture  is  the  total 
effort  of  the  church  to  help  each  person  to 
dedicate  himself  to  Christ  and  to  develop 
the  understandings,  the  attitudes  and  the 
skills  that  he  needs  in  order  to  be  Christian 
in  his  personal  life  and  in  his  relations  with 
others.  Therefore,  we  cannot  separate 
Christian  education  into  little  compart- 
ments. It  is  everything  that  we  do  in  the 
church  to  bring  a  person  to  a  saving 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  and  to  teach 
him  or  her  to  observe  all  that  Jesus  has 
commanded  us  to  do.  This  is  the  moti- 
vation of  the  "Great  Commission 
Church." 

Since  the  Sunday  School  is  the  reach- 
ing, teaching,  and  maturing  arm  of  the 
church,  it  is  imperative  that  we  thor- 
oughly understand  that  we  cannot 
separate  our  mission  from  the  love  of 
God.  God  loved  us  enough  that  he  gave 
His  only  Son  that  we  might  have  life 
and  have  it  abundantly.  We,  too,  must 
be  willing  to  give  of  ourselves  as  we 
reach  out  to  our  communities  and  com- 
pel them  to  come  in.  The  Sunday  School 
provides  the  best  forum  for  this  en- 
deavor that  we  call  evangelism,  or  shar- 
ing the  Good  News.  In  Acts  1 :8,  we  find 
these  words  of  Jesus,  "But  ye  shall  re- 
ceive power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost 
is  come  upon  you:  and  ye  shall  be  wit- 
nesses unto  me  both  in  Jerusalem,  and 
in  all  Judaea,  and  in  Samaria,  and  unto 
the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth."  When 
we  begin  to  mature  in  the  faith,  we  find 
ourselves  sharing  not  only  what  Jesus 
has  done  for  us  but  also  who  Jesus  is, 
no  matter  what.  We  are  willing  to  take 
a  stand  for  truth.  Here,  we  find  our- 
selves being  compelled  by  the  power 
of  God  and  gripped  by  the  love  of  God 
to  do  His  will.  This  becomes  total  sur- 


render of  us  to  the  love  of  Christ,  which 
bears  fruit  in  our  lives. 

This  love  of  God  will  compel  us  to 
do  as  Jesus  told  Peter  in  John  21:17, 
". . .Feed  my  sheep."  This  very  passage 
is  what  compelled  Robert  Raikes  to  be- 
gin his  outreach  ministry  to  the  street 
children  in  England  in  the  1700s  in 
which  he  taught  the  children  to  read 
and  write  using  the  Scriptures.  The  chil- 
dren were  in  class  about  5  hours  on 
Sunday  involved  in  Christian  educa- 
tion. We  find  it  difficult  to  maintain  fo- 
cus for  1  hour  on  Sunday.  This  is  rather 
appalling.  Where  is  our  commitment? 
Where  is  our  dedication  to  teaching 
about  the  love  of  God?  Where  is  our 
commitment  to  training  our  Sunday 
School  teachers  and  other  workers  to  do 
the  best  job  they  can  to  teach  the  Bible 
to  our  world?  Where  is  our  commit- 
ment to  be  a  "Great  Commission 
Church"  focused  on  sharing  what  we 
know  about  God  with  everyone  we 
meet? 

There  is  a  short  poem  written  by  an 
anonymous  author  which  states: 

/  did  a  favor  yesterday, 

A  kindly  little  deed... 
And  then  I  called  to  all  the  world 

To  stop  and  look  and  heed. 
They  stopped  and  looked 

and  flattered  me 
In  words  I  could  not  trust, 

And  when  the  world 
had  gone  away 
My  good  deed  turned  to  dust. 

A  very  tiny  courtesy 

I  found  to  do  today; 
'Turns  quickly  done,  with  none  to  see, 

And  then  I  ran  away. . . 
But  someone  must  have  witnessed  it, 

For. . .  truly. .declare. . . 
As  I  sped  back  the  stony  path 

Roses  were  blooming  there. 

We  understand  that  one  of  the  fruits 
of  the  Spirit  is  love  and  it  sets  the  pace 
for  all  the  other  fruits.  We  cannot  have 
the  other  fruits  until  we  first  become 
saturated  with  love  as  expressed  by 
Christ  in  His  relationships  with  others. 
The  Christian  Education  programs  in 
our  churches  can  be  expressed  and  ful- 
filled only  as  we  express  our  love,  not 
only  by  what  we  say,  but  by  what  we 
are  willing  to  do  to  help  others  under- 


stand who  Jesus  is  and  how  He  can  ben- 
efit lives.  There  are  many  so-called 
Christians  who  will  give  lip  service  to 
the  idea  of  the  powerful  love  of  God, 
but  when  it  comes  to  actually  doing  the 
love  of  God,  they  get  weak  and  forget 
from  "whence  cometh  their  strength." 

In  closing,  let  us  understand  that 
without  the  intertwining  of  the  love  of 
God  in  our  efforts  to  make  disciples,  we 
will  accomplish  nothing  beyond  the 
forming  of  mere  social  clubs.  God  wants 
so  much  more  than  this.  There  is  little 
prayer  that  encompasses  the  idea  of  al- 
lowing God  to  use  us  for  His  glory.  Lis- 
ten to  the  intent  as  you  read  the  prayer. 
Lord,  what  I  know  not,  teach  me;  what  I 
have  not,  give  me;  what  I  am  not,  make  me. 
Amen. 

As  we  begin  a  new  year,  let  us  take 
the  time  necessary  to  evaluate  the 
Christian  Education  endeavors  in  our 
churches,  re-examine  our  mission  state- 
ments and  goals  for  accomplishing  our 
mission,  and  update  our  thinking  about 
reaching  out  to  be  of  service  to  the  com- 
munities in  which  we  live.  If  we  are  to 
be  the  "Great  Commission"  churches 
we  say  we  are,  church  leaders,  Chris- 
tian Education  Boards,  Sunday  School 
Councils,  etc.  need  to  determine  the 
strategies  that  are  necessary  for  us  to 
provide  that  loving,  caring,  learning  at- 
mosphere that  will  fulfill  the  need  that 
people  have  to  love  and  be  loved.  The 
ten  ministries  of  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  stand  ready  to  go,  teach, 
and  make  disciples.  In  this  new  year, 
let  us  join  together  to  achieve  the  results 
that  Jesus  desires  to  help  people  to 
"look  for  love  in  all  the  right  places." 
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Taxes  and  the  Minister 


Jesus  proclaimed  to  His  detractors  as 
well  as  His  followers,  "To  render  unto 
Caesar  that  which  is  Caesar's  and  to 
render  unto  God  that  which  is  God's." 
April  15  really  brings  this  verse  home 
to  each  of  us,  and  your  minister  is  no 
different. 

Taxes  are  the  price  we  pay  to  live  in 
a  free  society  and  while  we  may  not 
agree  with  how  our  tax  dollars  are 
spent,  we  are  required  to  "render  unto 
Caesar."  Not  only  is  it  the  right  thing 
to  do,  it  helps  one  sleep  better  at  night 
by  not  living  in  fear  of  an  IRS  audit. 
Ministers  are  subject  to  a  substantially 
different  set  of  rules  and  regulations 
than  most  other  individuals.  The  Lord's 
Prayer  has  56  words — Lincoln's 
Gettysburg  Address,  266  words — The 
Ten  Commandments,  297  words — The 
Declaration  of  Independence,  300 
words.  In  contrast,  a  U.S.  Government 
order  setting  the  price  of  cabbages  has 
26,911  words.  Trying  to  make  sense  out 
of  the  complex  and  ever  changing  tax 
code  can  be  daunting  at  best.  Don 
Nickles  had  this  to  say  about  the  Inter- 
nal Revenue  Code,  "It's  almost  ten 
times  the  size  of  the  Bible — and  unlike 
the  Bible,  contains  no  good  news." 

Early  on,  we  concede  that  it  is  more 
difficult  to  figure  out  the  tax  forms  than 
it  is  to  earn  the  income,  so  we  turn  to 
professional  tax  services  and  preparers. 
But  you  do  so  at  your  own  risk.  While 
they  may  do  an  excellent  job  for  80% 
of  the  taxpayers  in  the  country,  minis- 
ters fall  in  the  20%  category  and  some 
well-known  national  franchise  tax  ser- 
vices are  not  well-informed  enough  to 
provide  accurate  completion  of  a 
minister's  return.  The  IRS  provides  an 
800  number  for  tax  advice,  but  if  you 
call  several  times  with  a  complex  ques- 
tion you  are  liable  to  get  several  differ- 
ent answers. 

Most  of  us  depend  on  a  tax  preparer 
to  complete  our  returns,  but  you  need 
to  be  aware  that  they  do  not  assume 
the  responsibility  for  the  accuracy  of 
the  information.  The  tax  payer  is  ulti- 
mately responsible  for  his  or  her  return 


by  Donald  Fader 

and  any  penalties,  taxes,  or  interest  will 
be  assessed  to  the  taxpayer,  not  the 
preparer.  The  reason  for  this  is  the  tax- 
payer may  have  failed  to  provide  data 
or  may  have  misstated  information. 
The  final  responsibility  for  the  return 
belongs  to  you,  the  taxpayer.  While  a 
reputable  preparer  will  pay  the  penal- 
ties for  his  or  her  mistakes,  no  one 
wants  to  go  through  the  time  required 
and  the  scrutiny  of  an  IRS  audit.  Even 
if  you  have  someone  else  prepare  your 
returns,  the  more  you  know  about  your 
tax  situation,  the  better  prepared  you 
can  be  when  providing  information 
and  doing  tax  planning. 

For  the  most  part,  returns  are 
handled  by  computers  and  an  agent 
seldom  reviews  the  form.  Most  audits 
are  triggered  by  improperly  completed 
returns  such  as  a  minister  filing  a 
Schedule  C  for  income  received  as  a 
pastor.  This  raises  the  likelihood  of  a 
review  by  an  agent  since  the  IRS  com- 
puter will  raise  a  flag  when  problems 
are  encountered. 

The  minister  is  a  unique  taxpayer. 
The  IRS  considers  him  or  her  to  be  a 
common  law  employee  for  income  tax 
purposes,  but  he  or  she  is  required  to 
file  as  a  self-employed  individual  for 
Medicare  and  Social  Security  (FICA). 
This  means  that  while  most  employees 
are  taxed  at  7.65%  for  FICA,  the  minis- 
ter has  to  pay  15.30%.  This  is  before  any 
state  or  federal  tax.  If  a  minister  lives 
in  a  parsonage,  then  FICA  must  be  paid 
on  the  rental  value  of  that  home.  What 
is  the  rental  value  and  who  determines 
it?  What  qualifies  for  tax  free  allow- 
ances? What  can  the  church  do  to  help 
its  minister  lessen  the  tax  bite?  These 
questions  and  many  others  will  be  an- 
swered at  a  seminar  sponsored  by  the 
Minister's  Program. 

The  Minister's  Program  will  present 
a  Tax  Seminar  for  ministers  to  help  pull 
back  the  shroud  that  surrounds  the  spe- 
cific portions  of  the  tax  code  that  ap- 
plies to  the  minister.  Whether  you  have 
a  tax  preparer  or  accountant,  or  if  you 


do  your  own  taxes,  the  seminar  will 
benefit  you. 

The  presenters,  once  again,  will  be 
Curtis  Smith  and  Dana  Letchworth, 
CPAs.  Several  people  have  asked  why 
we  use  the  same  presenter  each  year. 
Early  into  these  seminars  we  used 
different  people  each  year  including  a 
representative  from  the  IRS.  This 
resulted  in  conflicting  and  confusing 
information  being  presented.  For  this 
reason,  we  feel  that  consistency  and 
accuracy  are  far  more  important  than 
diversity. 

It  is  dangerous  to  accept  second- 
hand information  and  advice  from 
your  peers  in  this  area.  Curtis  and  Dana 
have  been  doing  this  for  us  for  years, 
and  Page  and  Smith  is  one  of  the  few 
CPA  firms  that  has  taken  the  time  to 
learn  about  the  unique  tax 
consideration  of  the  clergy.  Curtis  is 
willing  to  stand  behind  what  he  says 
and  follow  up  on  questions  that  cannot 
be  answered  at  the  seminar. 

This  year  the  seminar  will  be  held  on 
Thursday,  February  19,  2004,  at  the 
Hampton  Inn  in  Kinston,  which  is 
located  at  the  intersection  of  Hwy  70 
Bypass  and  US  258  South. 
Refreshments  will  begin  at  9:30  a.m. 
with  coffee  and  soft  drinks.  The 
seminar  will  begin  at  10  a.m.  The 
seminar  will  cover  any  updates  and 
changes  that  affect  the  minister  and 
each  participant  will  receive  a  copy  of 
the  2004  "Worth's  Income  Tax  Guide 
for  Ministers,"  an  $18  value.  This 
publication  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
premier  tax  guides  for  ministers  in  the 
nation.  Lunch  is  included  in  the 
registration  fee,  which  will  be  $15. 
Ministers  age  65  and  older  need  to 
register,  but  will  attend  for  free.  Who 
should  attend?  Spouses,  treasurers, 
finance  committee  members,  and  other 
interested  parties. 

Seating  is  limited,  so  as  soon  as  you 
receive  your  letter,  send  your 
registration  back.  If  you  have  not 
received  a  registration  form,  please  call 
Donald  Fader  at  (252)  523-5800. 
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SuriDflY  School  Himstry 


SIXTY-THIRD  ORIGINAL 
FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  INSTITUTE 

Saturday,  March  6,  2004 

Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 

Time:  8  a.m.-3:30  p.m. 

Continental  Breakfast — Murphy  Center 

Theme:  Motiving  Our  Workers  to  Service 
Workshops  and  Activities  for  All  Ages 
Registration  Fee  to  Cover  All  Materials  and  Food:  $5  per  person  ages  4-12; 
$15  per  person  ages  13  and  up  or  a  maximum  cost  of  $60  per  church 
36  Different  Opportunities  for  Learning  Activities 


SCHEDULE  OF  ACTIVITIES 


8:00  a.m 

-  9:00  a.m. 

Mix,  mingle,  eat,  and  view  displays 

9:00  a.m 

-  9:40  a.m. 

Opening  Assembly,  Registration,  Directions,  and  Awards 

9:50  a.m. 

-10:50  a.m. 

Workshop  Session  1 

11:00  a.m. 

-12:00  p.m. 

Workshop  Session  2 

12:00  p.m. 

-  1:00  p.m. 

LUNCH,  View  Displays,  and  MOC  Bookstore  Opens 

1:10  p.m. 

-  2:10  p.m. 

Workshop  Session  3 

2:15  p.m.- 

-  3:15  p.m. 

Workshop  Session  4 

3:15  p.m.- 

-  3:30  p.m. 

Displays  remain  open  for  purchase 

Teaching  and  Loving  the  Pre-school 
Child:  This  workshop,  led  by  Mrs.  Elisa 
Freeze,  will  focus  on  characteristics  of 
the  pre-school  child,  strategies  for 
teaching  and  meeting  the  child's  needs. 
Teaching  and  Loving  the  Elementary 
Child:  This  workshop,  led  by  Miss 
Becky  Jo  Sumner,  will  focus  on  the  char- 
acteristics, attitudes,  and  methods  for 
meeting  the  needs  of  elementary  age 
children  as  they  participate  in  Sunday 
School  and  other  organizations. 
Ministry  to  the  Middle  Schooler:  This 
workshop,  led  by  the  Rev.  Frankie 
Baggett,  will  provide  characteristics  of 
the  middle  school  age  young  person, 
methods  for  teaching  them,  and  strate- 
gies for  involving  them  in  the  service  of 
the  church. 

Motivating  Youth  to  Service:  This 
workshop,  led  by  the  Rev.  Bryant  Hines, 
will  focus  on  meshing  the  needs  of 


WORKSHOPS 

today's  youth  with  the  message  of  the 
Word  in  ways  to  involve  youth  of  the 
church  in  action  in  order  to  set  them  free 
to  serve. 

The  Bible  Comes  to  Life:  Old  Testa- 
ment: This  two  part  workshop,  led  by 
Dr.  K.  David  Hines,  will  give  the  par- 
ticipants a  quick  survey  of  the  types  of 
literature  and  a  historical  overview  of 
the  Old  Testament. 

The  Bible  Comes  to  Life:  New  Testa- 
ment: This  two  part  workshop,  led  by 
Dr.  K.  David  Hines,  will  provide  an 
overview  of  the  unique  qualities  of  the 
4  Gospels  along  with  an  introduction  to 
the  New  Testament  letters.  The  partici- 
pants will  take  a  look  at  the  characteris- 
tics of  first  century  letters  and  issues 
involved  in  interpreting  their  message 
for  today. 

This  We  Believe!:  This  four  part  work- 
shop, led  by  the  Rev.  John  Williams,  will 


give  an  overview  of  the  Articles  of  Faith 
and  Principles  of  Church  Government  for 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  (Of  the  English 
General  Baptist  Heritage).  The  partici- 
pants will  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
understand  some  of  the  practices  used 
in  the  church  today. 
How  the  Bible  Came  to  Be:  This  work- 
shop, led  by  the  Rev.  Harry  Grubbs,  will 
focus  on  the  origin  of  the  Bible  and  how 
it  came  to  have  its  makeup. 
How  the  Bible  Came  to  Us:  This  work- 
shop, led  by  the  Rev.  Adrian  Grubbs, 
will  focus  on  how  the  Bible  came 
through  various  forms  to  be  used  by  us 
in  our  worship  today. 
Responding  to  Disasters:  This  work- 
shop, led  by  the  Rev.  David  Charles 
Hansley,  will  focus  on  the  meaning  and 
implications  of  disaster  relief  and  what 
our  church  can  do  to  respond  to  those 

Continued  on  next  page) 
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who  have  experienced  disaster.  The  or- 
ganizational structure  of  the  Harvest 
Connection  will  be  explained  as  to  strat- 
egies necessary  for  Readiness,  Re- 
sponse, and  Recovery. 
Women  in  Christian  Service:  This 
workshop,  led  by  Mrs.  Shirley  Forsythe, 
will  focus  on  an  understanding  of  the 
Christian  mission  and  the  implications 
for  the  women  in  our  churches. 
Discipleship/Spiritual  Formation:  This 
workshop,  led  by  Dr.  Tyanna  Day,  will 
provide  the  participants  with  tools  to 
help  class  members  with  spiritual  for- 
mation rather  than  just  receiving  infor- 
mation. She  will  help  the  participants 
come  to  grips  with  the  full  implications 
of  discipleship,  being  able  to  discipline 
ourselves  for  service  to  God. 
Faith  Development:  This  workshop,  led 
by  Dr.  Tyanna  Day,  will  provide  an  ex- 
planation of  the  stages  in  the  develop- 
ment of  one's  faith.  This  is  particularly 
important  when  teaching  the  Scriptures 
for  learning. 

The  Women  of  the  Bible:  This  work- 
shop, led  by  Dr.  Tyanna  Day,  will  focus 
on  an  examination  of  women  leaders  in 
the  Bible  and  how  God  called  and  used 
them  in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments. 
The  leader  will  be  discussing  women 
such  as  Deborah,  Huldah,  Miriam, 
Mary  Magdalene,  Priscilla,  Phoebe  and 
others. 

Marketing  the  Church:  This  workshop, 
led  by  Mr.  Jeff  Harrison,  will  provide  a 
look  at  organizational  strategies  for 
community  outreach  using  up-to-date 
methods  that  can  be  used  by  all  groups 
in  the  church. 

Is  Your  Church  Prepared?:  This  work- 
shop, led  by  Mr.  Mark  Johnson  from 
Church  Mutual  Insurance  Company, 
will  help  church  members  and  leaders 
understand  the  underlying  issues  that 
need  to  be.addressed  when  discussing 
protection  for  the  church  and  its  prop- 
erty. 

Estate  Planning:  This  workshop,  led  by 
the  Rev.  Jeff  Daughtry,  will  provide  in- 
formation on  how  to  plan  one's  estate, 
no  matter  the  age.  Estate  planning 
should  begin  as  soon  as  one  begins  to 
earn  a  salary.  The  planning  begun  in 
younger  years  will  affect  the  senior/re- 
tirement years. 

Retreat  Planning:  This  workshop,  led 
by  Mrs.  Cathy  Crumpler  and  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Hill,  will  help  the  attendees 
learn  how  to  plan  a  retreat  for  any  age 


group  and  obtain/guide  workers  to 
participate  in  the  retreat's  program  of 
ministry.  Program  schedules  and  activi- 
ties will  be  explained  and  discussed. 
Points  for  success  and  failure  will  be 
shared.  Video  clips  will  be  viewed  and 
handouts  will  be  available  for  partici- 
pants. 

Preparation  for  Growth:  This  work- 
shop, led  by  Dr.  De  W.  Eakes,  will  focus 
on  reasons  for  growth  as  well  as  practi- 
cal, readiness  strategies  necessary  to 
"prepare"  a  community  of  believers  for 
growth. 

Leading  the  Sunday  School  to  Service: 
This  workshop,  led  by  Mr.  Paul  Dennis 
Ford,  the  recipient  of  the  2003  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Year  Award,  will  provide 
help  in  understanding  how  a  Board  of 
Christian  Education  functions  to  direct 
the  program  of  teaching /learning  to  af- 
fect church  growth  through  the  Sunday 
School. 

Tired  of  Kool-Aid  and  Cookies?:  This 
workshop,  led  by  Mr.  John  Hill,  will 
help  participants  understand  how 
working  with  the  youth  in  the  church  is 
more  than  just  the  food  that  is  provided. 
It  involves  total  commitment  to  helping 
meet  their  needs  in  today's  society. 
Motivating  Through  Chalktalks:  This 
workshop,  led  by  the  Rev.  Mike 
Ledbetter,  will  provide  practical  help  in 
using  a  tried  and  true  method  to  tell  a 
story  and  thus,  relay  the  message  of 
Christ  to  more  people. 
Creating  New  Sunday  School  Classes: 
This  workshop,  led  by  Mrs.  Brenda  Best, 
will  provide  the  participants  with  strat- 
egies necessary  in  preparing  for  new 
classes,  implementation  of  those  strate- 
gies, maintaining  a  positive  learning 
level  that  will  lead  to  outreach  and  the 
creation  of  a  new  class. 
The  Art  of  Storytelling:  This  workshop, 
led  by  Mrs.  Brenda  Best,  will  focus  on 
helping  teachers  develop  skills  in 
storytelling.  This  skill  will  help  teach- 
ers tell  Bible  stories  more  effectively.  By 
the  end  of  the  session,  the  participants 
will  be  encouraged  to  select  a  story  from 
the  Bible  and  develop  strategies  to  tell 
it  to  a  group. 

Involving  Young  Women  in  Service: 

This  workshop,  led  by  Ms.  Cathy  Hayes 
and  others,  will  focus  on  strategies  to 
interest  and  involve  younger  women  in 
the  service  of  the  church.  This  is  much 
needed  since  the  women,  who  have 
worked  so  diligently  over  the  years,  are 
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beginning  to  age  out.  There  needs  to 
be  focus  placed  on  using  the  ideas  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  younger  genera- 
tion. 

Involving  Senior  Citizens  in  Christian 
Service:  This  workshop,  led  by  the  Rev. 
Charles  Branch,  will  provide  informa- 
tion concerning  how  the  church  can  of- 
fer ministry  to  senior  citizens  and  how 
the  senior  citizens  can  render  service 
to  the  church. 

Effective  Communication  Skills:  This 
workshop,  led  by  Mrs.  Teresa  Gardner, 
will  assist  in  understanding  those 
methods  that  are  blocks  to  communi- 
cation and  how  to  overcome  them  by 
using  effective  means.  This  would 
seem  to  be  very  important  considering 
the  many  different  methods  of  commu- 
nication used  by  people  today. 
Motivating  Through  Teamwork:  This 
workshop,  led  by  Mrs.  Teresa  Gardner, 
will  help  in  understanding  that  effec- 
tive communication  skills  provide  the 
essential  framework  for  successful 
teamwork.  The  workshop  will  be 
geared  toward  identifying  the  different 
types  of  personalities  in  your  church 
and  how  to  build  a  "winning"  team  uti- 
lizing this  knowledge. 
Music  That  Motivates:  This  workshop, 
led  by  Mrs.  Angel  Lorton,  will  help  the 
participants  understand  that  the  min- 
istry of  music  is  more  than  just  picking 
out  a  song  to  sing.  Music  is  a  vital  part 
of  worship  in  praise  and  adoration  to 
God.  The  leader  will  discuss  the  type 
of  music  used  for  various  occasions  in 
the  church's  program. 
Seven  Laws  of  Teaching:  This  work- 
shop, led  by  the  Rev.  Ray  Wells,  will 
provide  a  discussion  about  the  7  laws 
that  represent  a  clear  and  simple  state- 
ment of  the  important  factors  govern- 
ing the  art  of  teaching.  These  laws  were 
first  established  and  published  by  John 
Milton  Gregory  in  1824  and  are  just  as 
applicable  today  as  they  were  then. 
Motivating  Through  Puppetry:  This 
workshop,  led  by  Mrs.  Jenean  Kennedy 
and  Mrs.  Joann  Windley,  will  provide 
the  participants  a  look  at  this  unique 
tool  for  outreach.  They  will  discuss  the 
reasons  that  led  their  church  to  begin 
such  a  ministry,  the  planning  strategies 
used  to  implement  the  kind  of  puppets 
they  use,  choosing  the  right  script  for 
presentations,  evaluations,  strategies, 
and  further  development. 


ttOME  Missions  i  EVfllKELISM 
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4\  connection 

DISASTER  RELIEF 
MINISTRY 


EMERGENCY  RECOVERY  KITS 


We  encourage  you  to  participate  in  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  on-going 
Disaster  Relief  Program  through  the  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism  Minis- 
try by  prayerfully  examining  the  types  of  kits  that  will  be  made  available  to 
disaster  victims.  If  you  feel  so  led,  bring  any  items  or  an  entire  kit  to  the  Sun- 
day School  Institute  on  Saturday,  March  6,  2004  at  Mount  Olive  College.  The 
Disaster  Relief  Team(s)  will  be  on  hand  to  receive  your  contributions.  There 
needs  to  be  at  least  1,000  kits  of  each  type  on  hand  at  any  given  time  in  case  of 
disaster  (fire,  flood,  tornado,  hurricane,  etc.).  This  would  be  a  great  opportu- 
nity to  get  people  of  all  ages  involved  in  Touching  Lives  for  a  Lifetime. 


The  Harvest  Connection  Disaster  Relief 
PO  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  746-4963 
<assistant@ofwbhomemissions.org> 


BUCKET 
(Plastic  5  gal.  bucket  with  lid) 


1/2  gal.  bleach 

5  scouring  pads 

18  easy  wipes 

7  pack  sponges 

50  oz.  laundry  detergent 

12  oz.  disinfectant 

28  oz.  dishwashing  liquid 

50  clothespins 


100  ft.  clothesline 
5  pack  dust  masks 
2  pr.  latex  gloves 
1  pr.  work  gloves 
24  garbage  bags 
14  oz.  insect  repellant 
9  oz.  air  freshener 


HEALTH  KIT 
(to  be  put  in  plastic  container) 
1  hand  towel  1  bar  bath-size  soap 

1  wash  cloth  1  toothbrush 

1  regular  comb  (not  pocket)       (still  packaged) 
1  nail  file/clipper  6  band-aids 


INFANT  KIT 
(to  be  put  in  plastic  container) 
1  pack  disposable  diapers    l  tube  diaper  ointment 

1  pack  baby  wipes 

2  pacifiers 
2  bottles 

1  can  ready  to  use  formula 
1  receiving  blanket 
1  changing  pad 
1  box  disposable  bibs 


1  lotion 
1  baby  wash 
1  baby  powder 
1  towel  &  washcloth 
1  can  disinfectant  spray 
1  small  stuffed  toy 


KITCHEN  KIT 

(to  be  put  in 

plastic  container) 

1  dish  towel 

1  small  dish  drainer 

1  dish  cloth 

1  roll  paper  towels 

1  bottle  dish  detergent 

1  package  paper  plates 

1  pair  rubber  gloves 

1  tube  plastic  cups 

1  dish  brush 

1  scrub  pad 

1  package  eating  utensils 

1  bottle  hand  lotion 

2  hotpads 

1  bottle  hand  soap 

1  vinyl  tablecloth 

1  can  disinfectant  spray 

2  flat  double  bed  sheets 
2  pillowcases 


BEDDING  KIT 
(to  be  put  in  plastic  container) 
2  pillows 

1  double  bed  blanket 


KIDS  KARE 
(to  be  put  in  plastic  shoebox  container) 

(SEE  HARVEST  CONNECTION  BROCHURE) 


STATIONERY  KIT 

(to  be  put  in  plastic  container) 

1  writing  tablet 

6  USA  mail  stamps 

6  #10  envelopes 

1  package  note  cards 

1  pen 

NOTE:  All  kits  should  have  a  note  from  giver.  Please  give  name,  address,  and  zip  code.  Be  sure  to  include  $5  in 
each  kit  for  shipping  and  handling. 
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IS  SCOUTING  OF  INTEREST 
TO  YOUR  CHURCH? 


DISASTER 
RELIEF  MINISTRY 


A  Scouting  unit  within  your  church 
can  be  a  positive  activity  not  only  for 
the  church,  but  also  for  youth  and 
adults.  Many  churches  offer  their  re- 
spective communities  character- 
building,  educational,  and  religious 
programs.  Scouting  is  seen  by  many 
as  a  positive  community  program 
ideally  provided  by  a  religious  orga- 
nization. The  air  and  purposes  of  the 
Scouting  programs  provide  many 
opportunities  to  offering  character 
enhancing  aspects  for  traditional 
church  education. 

All  aspects  of  Scouting  are  centered 
in  the  family  and  young  Scout  togeth- 
erness. We  generally  see  that  some 
families  become  members  of  a  church 
through  contacts  made  with  a  reli- 
gious organization  that  is  providing 
services  to  their  young  family  mem- 
bers. 

The  opportunity  to  have  another 
youth  group  can  be  a  logical  unit  for 
those  who  would  like  to  minister  on 
behalf  of  their  congregation.  Scout- 
ing is  built  upon  a  principle  that  all 


youth  can  learn  to  do  progressively 
more  difficult  activities  and  thus  suc- 
ceed and  excel.  Perhaps  this  is  the 
most  significant  aspect  of  Scouting  as 
it  is  a  program  for  one  community 
that  corresponds  to  the  mission  of  the 
church.  All  adult  members  of  the 
Scouting  unit  are  volunteers  who  re- 
ceive no  remuneration  other  than  the 
satisfaction  of  helping  a  young  per- 
son. 

Scouting  is  a  very  visual  activity 
with  lots  of  action  and  interaction. 
Things  are  always  going  and  grow- 
ing. Many  of  our  community  and 
church  leaders  were  at  one  time  as- 
sociated with  a  Scouting  unit  and  re- 
ceived valuable  skills  and  character 
development  from  such  experiences. 
A  Scouting  unit  indicates  to  all  that 
the  church  is  definitely  reaching  out 
to  the  community  and  to  youth.  A 
Scouting  unit  offers  the  church  to 
have  another  religious  oriented  edu- 
cation program  for  youth  especially 
with  the  God  and  Country  religious 
emblems  program. 


INTERIM  DIRECTOR  APPOINTED 

On  November  3,  2003,  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism 
appointed  The  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley  as  Interim  Director.  This  appointment 
came  as  a  result  of  the  resignation  of  the  Executive  Director,  Dr.  James  R.  Owens. 
The  Chairman  of  the  Board,  Mr.  Howard  McPherson  said,  "The  Board  needed 
continuity  until  such  time  as  a  committee  could  be  selected  to  propose  a  new 
job  description  for  an  Executive  Director  and  that  a  search  committee  could 
be  appointed.  The  Board  saw  fit  to  ask  Mr.  Hansley  to  assist  until  they  could 
follow  through  with  these  procedures."  He  stated  that  he  and  the  Board  would 
appreciate  the  prayers  of  our  people  as  they  move  forward  with  this  task  and 
the  work  of  Touching  Lives  for  a  Lifetime  through  the  ministry  of  Home 
Missions  and  Evangelism  and  the  new  endeavor  to  bring  forth  the  much 
needed  Disaster  Relief  ministry  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  He  concluded 
his  remarks  by  stating  that  he  was  "sure  Brother  Hansley  would  welcome  the 
opportunity  to  present  the  minsitry  of  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism  and 
Disaster  Relief  ministry  in  your  church  or  at  your  organizational  meeting." 
You  may  contact  us  at  our  Headquarters  office  by  calling  (252)  746-4963,  fax 
(252)  746-8913,  or  e-mail:  <assistant@ofwbhomemissions.org>. 


The  Harvest  Connection  Disaster 
Relief  Ministry  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  has  been  a  long  time  com- 
ing. On  November  13,  2003,  at  the 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
Kinston,  North  Carolina,  a  start-up 
meeting  was  called  by  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions  and  Evangelism. 
Other  attendees  of  the  meeting  were 
the  Executive  Committee  of  our  Con- 
vention along  with  the  Moderators  of 
every  district,  and  the  appointed  Dis- 
tribution Committee  for  funds  re- 
ceived for  victims  of  Hurricane 
Isabel.  The  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley, 
who  has  been  secured  to  be  the  coor- 
dinator of  this  compassion  ministry, 
gave  the  purpose,  organizational 
structure,  the  financial  need  as  well 
as  how  every  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist church  can  participate.  There  will 
be  Recovery  Teams  and  Emergency 
Kits  provided  by  our  churches.  For 
more  information  or  a  presentation 
about  Disaster  Relief  at  your  church, 
Layman's  League,  Auxiliary,  or  Youth 
Meeting,  please  contact  our  office  in 
Ayden  at  3926  Lee  Street  or  call 
us  at  (252)  746-4963  or  e-mail  us  at 
<assistant@ofwbmissions.org>. 


APRIL  IS 
HOME  MISSIONS 
AND  EVANGELISM 

MONTH 


Sunday,  April  25,  2004 

Good 
Shepherd 
Sunday 
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Noum  Olive  Collcce 


ENDOWED  SCHOLARSHIP 
HONORS  RILEY'S  COMMITMENT  TO  MOC 

by  Erin  Brescia,  Public  Affairs  Specialist 


In  the  beginning,  there  were  no 
sidewalks,  only  muddy  pathways 
from  the  dorms  to  the  classrooms.  In 
the  beginning,  she  thought  that  coun- 
try music  was  the  only  music  until 
she  had  the  opportunity  to  hear  a 
symphony  for  the  first  time.  She  ex- 
perienced her  first  voice  lesson  at 
Mount  Olive  College,  joined  the 
choir,  and  became  a  leader.  Her  col- 
lege roommate  is  still  one  of  her  best 
friends. 

Upon  graduating  in  1967  with  an 
associate  of  science  degree,  she  left 
the  College  for  a  few  years.  By  1973, 
she  was  back  and  she's  been  there 
ever  since.  After  earning  a  bachelor 
of  science  degree  from  Atlantic  Chris- 
tian College  (now  Barton),  and  serv- 
ing as  an  elementary  school  teacher, 
the  bright,  bubbly,  Johnston  County 
native  first  became  an  admissions 
counselor,  then  associate  director  of 


admissions,  director  of  admissions, 
and  now  serves  as  director  of  alumni 
relations. 

Over  the  years,  she  watched  those 
muddy  pathways  turn  to  concrete 
sidewalks,  saw  new  buildings  spring 
up  one  by  one,  recruited  hundreds  of 
students  who  earned  their  two-year 
degrees  and,  eventually,  their  four- 
year  degrees,  and  became  excited  as 
new  degrees  and  learning  opportu- 
nities were  made  available  at  the  in- 
stitution she  loved  most. 

Today,  Dianne  Brown  Riley  stays 
in  touch  with  the  graduates  she  re- 
cruited during  her  24-year  stint  in  the 
admissions  office.  As  their  alumni 
director,  she  works  with  the  Alumni 
Board,  plans  the  annual  homecoming 
weekend,  sets  up  activities  in  differ- 
ent geographic  regions  for  alumni, 
makes  visits,  calls,  writes  lots  of 
notes,  enjoys  lots  of  weddings,  and 


most  important,  keeps  alumni  con- 
nected to  their  alma  mater.  Her  office 
is  full  of  pictures  of  her  alumni  "chil- 
dren" and  "grandchildren,"  and  she 
is  known  by  many  as  "Granny  Di" 
or  "Aunt  Dianne." 

"I  regard  the  appointment  of  Mrs. 
Dianne  Riley  to  the  admissions  office 
as  one  of  the  most  beneficial  decisions 
I  made  during  my  years  as  presi- 
dent," stated  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper, 
president  emeritus  of  Mount  Olive 
College.  "Her  enthusiasm  for  her 
work,  her  indefatigable  hours  of  ser- 
vice, her  passionate  concern  for  stu- 
dents and  her  love  for  the  College  set 
her  apart.  Her  devotion  and  commit- 
ment to  the  Christian  mission  of  the 
College  has  carried  over  to  her  ap- 
pointment as  director  of  alumni  rela- 
tions, a  position  to  which  she  was 
uniquely  qualified.  She  is  a  person 
who  has  made  a  significant  difference 
in  the  growth  of  the  College  and  has 
extraordinary  potential  for  fostering 
a  close  and  rewarding  relationship 
with  our  alumni." 

Testimonies  from  the  people  whose 
lives  she  has  impacted  are  similar  in 
nature.  "Thirty  years  ago,  a  young 
lady  led  me  to  an  understanding  of 
where  I  should  be  at  a  vulnerable 
time  in  my  life.  I  can  still  hear  her  sing 
in  the  comforts  of  my  home  with  the 
special  gift  of  music  she  bestowed 
upon  me  during  those  years  of  inde- 
cision. She  showed  me  the  true  mean- 
ing of  friendship  and  gave  me  the 
insight  to  believe  in  the  College 
where  I  gained  the  best  two  years  of 
my  life,"  noted  Romey  McCoy,  a  1978 
graduate. 

Recently  at  the  25-year  reunion  of 
the  class  of  1978,  the  group  decided 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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to  honor  Riley  by  establishing  an  en- 
dowment in  her  name.  "We  wanted 
to  recognize  someone  who  symbol- 
ized the  uniqueness  of  MOC  and 
knew  that  an  endowment  for  Dianne 
was  long  overdue  and  well  de- 
served," stated  Wesley  Beddard,  a 
1978  graduate.  "We  also  felt  this 
project  would  not  only  excite  the 
members  of  our  class,  but  would  be 
something  that  alumni  from  all  areas 
of  the  College  could  support." 

Just  as  she  made  a  difference  in  the 
lives  of  students  she  has  recruited 
over  the  years,  the  "Dianne  Brown 
Riley  Endowed  Scholarship  Fund" 
will  be  used  to  aid  future  alumni  with 
their  educational  endeavors.  "It 
means  so  much  to  be  cared  about  in 
this  way,"  noted  Riley.  "The  impact  I 
was  able  to  have  on  these  former  stu- 
dents will  now  carry  over  to  students 
that  will  come.  That  is  most  impor- 
tant to  me." 


"Mount  Olive  College  truly  is  the 
'College  that  cares',"  Riley  continued. 
"The  Mount  Olive  College  family  is 
helping  people  to  become  what  God 
had  intended  for  them.  Mount  Olive 
College  is  relationships;  it  is  minis- 
try; it  is  God  working  through  us  to 
make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of 
people  young  and  old.  Mount  Olive 
College  is  people  caring  about 
people." 

Riley  has  been  part  of  the  Mount 
Olive  College  family  since  she  was  18 
years  old.  Since  then,  she  has  been  no 
stranger  to  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists. While  she  holds  membership  at 
St.  Mary's  Church  in  New  Bern,  she 
has  held  study  courses,  taught  work- 
shops, led  summer  camps,  brought 
morning  messages  and  taught  Sun- 
day School  classes  in  most  of  the 
OFWB  churches  in  North  Carolina 
and  all  of  those  in  the  Paul  Palmer 
Conference  in  Georgia. 


"I  can't  tell  you  what  the  OFWB  de- 
nomination means  to  me,"  she  stated. 
"I  love  visiting  churches  and  meet- 
ing the  people,  sharing  my  love  for 
Mount  Olive  College  and  recruiting 
their  high  school  students,  not  to 
mention  all  the  great  meals  I've  had 
at  OFWB  tables." 

The  daughter  of  Treat  Brown  and 
the  late  Edith  Hawkins  Brown,  Riley 
was  recently  recognized  for  30  years 
of  service  at  Mount  Olive  College.  "I 
am  truly  blessed  by  the  many  people 
who  have  come  in  and  out  of  my  life 
since  I  have  been  at  the  College,"  she 
stated.  "Mount  Olive  College  has 
done  so  much  for  me,  which  is  why 
I'm  giving  back." 

For  more  information  on  the 
"Dianne  Brown  Riley  Endowed 
Scholarship  Fund,"  or  to  find  out 
how  to  contribute,  contact  Jeff 
Daughtry  in  the  Office  of  Planned 
Giving  at  (919)  658-2502. 


HOUSTON  FOUND  A  HOME  AT  MOC 


by  Tiffany  Brice 


Mount  Olive  College  is  known  to 
students  as  a  "home  away  from 
home."  Many  will  agree  that  every- 
one on  campus — faculty  member, 
staff,  or  student — makes  them  feel  as 
if  they  are  part  of  a  big,  diverse  fam- 
ily. "After  meeting  members  of  the 
college,  I  knew  that  Mount  Olive 
College  was  not  just  a  college,  but  a 
family,"  stated  Rhonda  Houston,  a 
member  of  Deep  Run  Church.  "I 
wanted  to  be  a  part  of  that  family." 

An  active  member  of  her  church, 
Houston  participates  in  the  choir,  the 
youth  group,  and  is  an  assistant 
teacher  for  the  Senior  High  Sunday 
School  class. 

A  sophomore,  Houston  knows 
God  led  her  to  Mount  Olive  College. 
"Because  I  grew  up  in  a  Free  Will 
Baptist  church,  I  always  heard  about 
the  College  and  everything  it  had  to 
offer,"  she  said.  "My  church  family 
is  excited  that  I  chose  to  attend.  They 
know  I  am  not  only  receiving  an  edu- 
cation, but  also  enriching  my  Chris- 
tian morals  and  values." 

Houston  stays  busy  at  the  College. 


Not  only  is  she  involved  in  the  Stu- 
dent Government  Association,  the 
Mount  Olive  College  Concert  Choir, 
and  FWB  Fellowship,  she  also  serves 
as  an  Ambassador  and  works  as  a  stu- 
dent assistant  in  the  Office  of  Church 
Support,  where  she  travels  to  the 
FWB  Dinners  with  Jean  Ackiss,  direc- 
tor of  church  support. 

"Rhonda  has  been  a  real  asset  to 
the  Office  of  Church  Support.  She  has 
worked  with  the  Church  dinners  for 
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two  years,  and  she  is  always  pleas- 
ant and  willing  to  do  any  task  she  is 
given.  I  can  already  see  growth  in  her, 
and  I  look  forward  to  her  working 
with  us  during  the  next  two  years," 
Ackiss  stated. 

Like  many  others  on  campus, 
Houston  is  a  second  generation  MOC 
student.  Her  mother  graduated  with 
an  associate's  degree  in  1973  and 
works  as  an  elementary  school 
teacher.  Like  her  mother,  Houston 
hopes  to  earn  a  degree  in  Early  Child- 
hood Education.  "I  hope  to  help  chil- 
dren and  impact  their  lives  just  as  my 
mother  has,"  she  stated.  "She  was 
very  excited  when  I  told  her  I  was 
interested  in  attending  Mount  Olive 
College.  She  had  a  very  enriching  ex- 
perience and  wanted  me  to  have  the 
same  opportunity." 

Houston,  a  resident  of  Deep  Run, 
is  the  daughter  of  Ronnie  Houston 
and  Elizabeth  Davis  Houston.  She  is 
a  graduate  of  South  Lenoir  High 
School  and  plans  to  graduate  from 
Mount  Olive  College  in  May  of  2006. 


STUDENTS  ENCOURAGED 
TO  ATTEND 
VISITATION  DAY 

Potential  students  are  encouraged  to  attend  the  next 
visitation  day  at  Mount  Olive  College  on  Monday,  Febru- 
ary 16.  Registration  begins  in  the  Lois  K.  Murphy  Center 
at  9  a.m. 

Prospective  students  will  have  the  opportunity  to  tour 
classrooms,  residence  halls,  and  other  campus  facilities. 
Students  can  meet  with  professors  and  athletic  coaches 
as  well  as  speak  to  current  students  about  campus  life. 
Scholarship  and  financial  aid  information  will  be  made 
available  also. 

High  school  juniors  and  seniors  and  their  parents  are 
encouraged  to  see  first-hand  what  Mount  Olive  College 
has  to  offer.  For  more  information,  contact  Jennifer  Ricks, 
assistant  director  of  admissions  at  (800)  653-0854  or 
<jricks@moc.edu>.  Registration  is  requested  but  not  re- 
quired. 

More  information  about  Mount  Olive  College  is  avail- 
able at  <www.moc.edu>. 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

cordially  invites  you  to 
The  21st  Annual 
BASKETBALL  CHURCH  NIGHT 
Saturday,  February  21,  2004 

LADY  TROJANS  vs.  Lees-McRae  College,  5  p.m., 
College  Hall 

TROJANS  vs.  Lees-McRae  College,  7  p.m.,  College  Hall 
•  Special  recognition  to  church 
with  the  largest  attendance 
•  Pitching  competition  during  half  time 
of  Lady  Trojans  game 
•  Free  throw  competition  during 
half  time  of  Trojans  game 
Competition  will  be  divided  into  three  groups:  Grades  K-8, 
Grades  9-12,  Out  of  High  School  (any  age — even  Pastors) 
Special  tickets:  $1  each 
To  reserve  tickets,  call  Tim  Woodard 

(919)  658-2502  or  (800)  653-0854 

Visit  the  Mount  Olive  College  Bookstore 
in  the  Poole  Administration  Building  from  5-7:30  p.m. 
All  clothing  will  be  20%  off. 


Resolutions 

by  Jim  Howell,  12/31/2003 


Repenting  of  my  Sins 

Enjoying  God's  Blessings 

s  - 

Savoring  God's  Love 

0  - 

Obeying  God's  Commands 

L  - 

Loving  Jesus  Christ 

U 

United  With  Other  Believers 

T  - 

Tithing  as  God  Ordained 

1  - 

1  Am  Nothing,  Christ  Is  All 

O  - 

Outreaching  To  Sinners 

N  - 

Naming  Christ  As  My  Lord 

Serving  Christ  Always 
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RACHEL'S  JOURNAL 
FROM  HER  SUMMER  IN  MEXICO  2003 

(as  documented  through  her  e-mails) 

Tuesday,  June  24,  2003 

Saltillo  was  great!  The  weather  was  really  nice  there!  I 
even  had  to  get  under  the  covers  at  night!  I  met  with  the 
teenagers  in  Saltillo  twice  and  it  was  great!  We  went  to  the 
Plaza  on  Sunday  night  with  them  and  it  was  incredible.  It 
was  like  being  at  the  fair  because  there  were  tons  of  people, 
food,  and  music!  I  can't  wait  to  go  back.  (I'll  take  pictures 
when  I  go  next  time.  I  forgot  to  take  my  camera  last  time!) 
From  there  I  went  to  Monclova  for  a  day.  I  met  this  in- 
credible family  there.  I  didn't  get  their  picture  either,  but  I 
should  see  them  this  coming  Sunday!  Let  me  just  tell  you  that 
God  is  very  real  and  He  still  works  in  a  very  big  way!  Ah!  I  can't  describe  how 
precious  this  family  is.  Juana  (the  mom)  left  her  husband  (he  was  abusive) 
about  5  years  ago  and  she  accepted  Christ  as  her  Savior  very  soon  after  that. 
The  oldest  girl  (Paty)  had  to  care  for  the  other  3  children,  so  at  the  age  of  10 
she  left  school  and  became  their  "mom"  while  their  mom  worked.  Paty  started 
getting  into  trouble  and  she  had  to  go  live  in  a  home  for  troubled  teens.  The 
other  3  kids  had  to  live  in  a  children's  home.  The  home  Paty  was  in  is  run  by 
Christians,  so  she  accepted  Christ  and  began  to  serve  Him!  She  is  15  now  and 
back  with  her  family  (her  brother  and  sisters  are  with  them  as  well).  She  is  so 
special... there  is  very  little  of  the  rebellious  spirit  still  in  her!  I  get  so  excited 
when  I  see  God  do  such  awesome  works  in  people's  lives!  Now  we  are  pray- 
ing for  the  other  3  children  that  they  will  come  to  know  the  Lord  as  well. 
Juana  said  that  she  is  so  thankful  that  she  came  to  know  the  Lord  when  she 
did  because  her  kids  were  still  young  and  she  could  teach  them  His  ways! 
Now,  she  says  that  if  they  suffer  like  she  did,  it  is  because  they  chose  that  path 
for  their  lives,  not  because  they  don't  know  The  Way! 

On  my  way  to  Piedras  Negras  (where  I  am  now),  the  only  person  who  would 
make  room  for  me  to  sit  by  him  on  the  bus  was  a  Jehovah's  Witness!  Let  me 
tell  you  how  I  prayed!  (Kinda  like  Peter  when  he  was  sinking  in  the  water. 
"Lord  help  me  and  give  me  the  words  you'd  have  me  to  say!")  The  trip  was  2 
and  a  half  hours!  He  talked  to  me  the  WHOLE  way!  Thankfully,  I  had  my 
Bible  in  my  lap,  so  when  he  started,  I  did  too!  I  feel  sad  for  him,  well  really  for 
all  of  them,  because  they  don't  believe  that  they  are  going  to  be  able  to  be  with 
the  Lord  when  they  die!  How  sad  is  that?!  None  of  this  here  on  earth  is  worth 
it  if  we  aren't  going  to  be  with  Jesus  when  we  die!  He  also  said  a  ton  of  other 
things  that  I  don't  have  time  to  write  about.  It  just  made  me  hunger  more  for 
God's  Word.  I  want  to  know  more  by  memory  so  that  I  can  better  explain 
what  I  believe!  (Of  course,  I  was  missing  a  few  words  in  Spanish  that  I  would 
have  had  in  English,  but  still!)  It's  the  Holy  Spirit's  job  to  convince  people. .  .it's 
my  job  to  share  Christ! 

This  week,  I'm  doing  5  days  of  Bible  School,  Wednesday  night  Bible  study 
(with  adults!  yikes)  and  7  house  prayer  meetings  with  adults  in  the  afternoon! 
Ya'll  pray  because  adults  and  teens /children  are  two  very  different  audiences. 
This  will  be  my  first  time  with  adults!  All  I  want  is  for  God  to  be  glorified,  so 
I  know  that  He  will  be  with  me! 


CANDY 

by  Chris  Singleton 


Valentine's  Day  is  coming  up  soon 
and  everyone  will  be  thinking  about 
chocolates  and  other  special  sweets. 
I  would  like  to  introduce  you  to  a 
very  special  Candy,  a  beautiful  six- 
year-old  child  from  Mexico  who  I  had 
the  privilege  of  meeting  this  past 
summer. 

When  I  first  saw  Candy,  her  eyes 
and  her  beautiful  smile  caught  my 
attention  and  won  my  heart.  She  is  a 
very  outgoing  child  and  had  no 
trouble  warming  up  to  us  Americans. 
We  quickly  became  "buddies"  and  I 
enjoyed  the  time  we  could  spend  to- 
gether, especially  worship  time  be- 
cause it  was  such  a  joy  to  watch  her 
singing  and  clapping  to  all  of  the 
songs.  She  would  always  manage  to 
find  me  during  the  worship  service 
and  several  nights  she  went  to  sleep 
in  my  lap  during  the  service. 

I  discovered  that  she  had  two  teen- 
age sisters  and  an  eight-year-old 
brother.  All  of  the  children  were  very 
close  to  their  mother,  but  would 
sometimes  ask  if  they  could  sit  with 
some  of  the  other  children  during  the 
services.  It  was  as  if  they  hated  to 
abandon  her  even  for  a  few  minutes. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Their  mother  was  very  attentive  dur- 
ing all  of  the  lessons  and  sermons, 
absorbing  every  morsel  of  informa- 
tion possible.  She  also  volunteered 
for  any  work  that  needed  doing 
about  the  camp. 

Candy  was  very  loving  and,  like 
any  child  her  age,  she  wanted  a  lot  of 
attention.  By  the  end  of  the  week,  she 
would  fuss  and  whine  whenever  it 
was  time  for  us  to  go  our  separate 
ways.  I  really  hated  to  think  about 
saying  good-bye  to  her  on  Friday 
evening.  I  could  not  help  but  won- 
der about  her  father  and  how  anyone 
could  leave  such  a  beautiful  family. 

I  later  learned  that  Candy's  father 
had  been  very  abusive  and  did  not 
provide  for  the  family.  After  years  of 
tolerating  an  abusive  marriage,  her 
mother  left  and  moved  away  with  her 
children  to  a  new  town.  She  was 
blessed  to  find  a  job  immediately 
with  some  Christian  people  from  one 
of  our  churches.  Her  entire  testimony 
is  a  remarkable  account  of  God's 
work  in  bringing  about  His  will  in  the 
lives  of  people.  The  mother  and  the 
older  kids  are  very  active  in  their 
church  and  their  newly  found  joy  is 
indeed  a  blessing  to  behold. 

We  often  write  articles  about  chil- 
dren with  special  needs  and  their  sto- 
ries and  pictures  easily  stir  people  to 
respond  to  that  particular  need.  As  I 
heard  the  story  of  Candy's  family,  I 
was  so  thankful  that  as  a  denomina- 
tion we  had  a  church  in  a  particular 
place  at  a  specific  time  so  that  God 
could  use  us  to  accomplish  His  will 
for  this  family.  Candy  is  a  vivid  re- 
minder of  the  importance  of  regular 
gifts  to  support  our  ongoing  pro- 
grams. Pitiful  pictures  might  stir  our 
hearts,  but  the  greatest  need  is  to 
show  God's  love  to  all  people  all  of 
the  time. 

(Watch  for  Candy's  mother's  testi- 
mony in  an  upcoming  issue  of  The 
Free  Will  Baptist). 


NO  ROOM  TO  WORSHIP 


by  Willem 

On  Sunday 
morning  the 
young  children, 
the  school  youth, 
and  the  older 
young  meet  for 
Sunday  School 
and  meditation. 
The  different  groups  meet  from  9:30 
a.m.  to  12:30  p.m. 

The  young  men  and  older  youth 
worship  on  Sunday  evenings  at  8  p.m. 
The  girls  come  together  for  worship  on 
Tuesday  evenings  and  the  women 
come  together  on  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday  evenings. 

The  meeting  space  we  have  in 
Balchik  is  small  and  that  causes  vari- 
ous problems.  The  leaders  have  to  teach 
more  hours  than  necessary.  The  vari- 
ous groups  can  never  come  together  at 
once;  therefore,  we  made  slides  of  the 
Birth  story  of  Jesus.  In  this  way,  we  can 
show,  teach,  and  celebrate  the  Birth  of 
Jesus  with  all  the  members  at  different 
times. 


Van  der  Plas 

We  do  need  a  community  building 
for  our  activities.  We  have  no  proper 
place  for  worship  and  must  always 
work  with  groups  that  are  not  larger 
than  20  people.  There  is  no  place  to  set 
up  an  altar  nor  do  we  have  place  for 
our  keyboard  so  we  can  sing;  therefore, 
we  pray  that  the  Lord  will  move  the 
hearts  of  people  to  donate  for  a  center 
in  Balchik. 

The  most  important  development  is 
the  inner  growth  of  our  kids,  the  youth, 
and  the  adults.  Their  language  changes, 
they  learn  to  share,  and  they  are  grow- 
ing into  one  big  family.  The  most  heard 
testimony  is  that  they  receive  PEACE 
since  they  are  praying  to  Jesus.  Some 
of  our  older  youth  have  taken  the  re- 
sponsibility to  visit  the  people  of  a 
small  village  that  was  approached  by 
some  other  evangelicals  in  the  past,  but 
they  were  left  by  themselves.  Most  of 
these  villages  are  illiterate  and  a  few 
are  hardly  able  to  read  and  write.  In  the 
spring  of  2003,  we  began  to  meet  with 
these  people  regularly. 


THE  WATER  BAPTISM 


Sister  Marilou  Lansap,  wife  of  Pastor  Lansap,  led  the  closing  hymn. 

Water  Baptism  is  God's  command,  "Be  Baptized,"  before  He  ascended  to 
Heaven,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  commanded  His  disciples  "Go  into  all  the  world 
and  preach  the  gospel  to  all  mankind,  whoever  believes  and  is  Baptized  will  be 
saved  whoever  does  not  believe  will  be  condemned"  (see  Mark  16:15-16). 

The  command  of  the  Lord  Jesus  is  very  simple  and  clear,  only  those  who  have 
become  genuine  believers  by  putting  their  faith  in  Christ  should  be  Baptized. 

Last  October  4,  2003,  the  Rev.  Amorio  Lensap  invited  me  to  be  the  officiating 
minister  for  a  Baptism  service  held  at  Lagyap  Beach  Barangay  Massin,  Quezon, 
Palawan. 

The  two  baptismal  candidates  were  Sister  Erly  and  Brother  Lando.  This  is  the 
fruit  of  their  work  that  God  entrusted  to  them. 

Please  pray  for  these  new  souls  who  accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  their  personal 
Savior. 
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ANNUAL  WORLD 
MISSIONS  CONFERENCE 

Sunday,  March  21,  2004 
College  Hall,  Mount  Olive  College 
5-8  p.m. 

Sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OFWB  International 
Guests:  Anil  and  Mala  Lall  from  India 

(We  are  hoping  Anil  and  Mala  Lall  from  India 
will  be  able  to  be  with  us  for  this  Conference. 
They  are  working  on  Mala's  passport  and  they  will 
also  have  to  acquire  visas. 
Please  join  us  in  prayer 
that  these  will  be  given  promptly.) 

Schedule: 
First  Session — 5  p.m. 
Light  Meal — 6  p.m. 
Final  Session — 7  p.m. 
Special  Music:  The  Falconettes  and  Falconaires, 

Wayne  County 
IMPORTANT  NOTICE — RESPONSE  NEEDED 

A  light  meal  will  be  served,  at  no  charge,  but  in  order  to  prepare  the 
proper  amount  of  food,  we  need  to  know  how  many  will  be  attending 
from  each  church.  Please  call  our  office  (252)  746-4963  by  March  15, 
and  give  the  church  name  and  the  number  that  will  be  attending.  (If 
no  one  is  in  the  office,  please  leave  the  information  on  the  answering 
machine.) 


ANNUAL  TELETHON  SUNDAY 

SUNDAY,  MARCH  28,  2004 
Theme:  What  About  Them? 
Theme  Verse:  James  2:15-17 
Goal  2004:  A  Total  of  $185,000  in  gifts 
Call  in  your  special  offering  between 
1:30  and  5:30  p.m. 
Call  (252)  746-4963 
DAY  OF  PRAYER  FOR  REVIVAL 
AND  WORLD  MISSIONS 
March  28,  2004 
Prayer  Goal  2004:  All  churches  joining 
together  in  united  prayer  during  the 
Morning  Worship  Hour,  March  28,  2004. 


SHORT-TERM  TEAM 
MINISTRY  2004 

Please  pray  for  these  Short-Term 
Teams  as  they  prepare  to  minister  in 
Mexico  and  the  Philippines  in  2004. 

1.  Spring  Break 

February  28-March  6 
(Morelos,  Mexico) 

2.  Philippines       April  17-May  2 


3.  Mexico 

4.  Mexico 

5.  Mexico 

6.  Mexico 

7.  Mexico 


June  12-19 
June  26-July  3 
July  10-17 
July  17-24 
August  7-15 


All  teams  are  full  except  the  Au- 
gust 7-15  team  to  Morelos,  Mexico. 
We  still  have  space  for  four  more  on 
this  team.  It  is  a  camp  experience. 
No  construction  is  involved.  Condi- 
tions are  crude;  no  running  water,  no 
indoor  bathrooms,  no  beds,  and  no 
electricity.  It  is  truly  a  wilderness  ex- 
perience. Please  keep  this  in  mind 
if  you  are  considering  this  team. 


STT  PROJECT  FOR 
2004 

Below  is  a  list  of  the  special  needs 
of  the  Short-Term  Teams  for  2004: 

Team  #1:  This  team  will  build  a 

house  for  a  needy  family  in 

Piedras  Negras,  Mexico. 

Approximate  cost  $7,000-$8,000. 
Team  #2:  This  team  will  remodel  the 

Ebenezer  FWB  Church. 

Approximate  cost  $8,000. 
Teams  #3  &  4:  These  two  teams  will 

construct  a  parsonage  at  the 

Ebenezer  FWB  Church. 

Approximate  cost  $15,000. 

PLEASE  CONSIDER  A  GIFT 
TOWARD  THESE  PROJECTS. 


STT  2005 
NOW  IS  THE  TIME  TO 
PRAY  ABOUT  JOINING 
A  TEAM  IN  2005. 
CONTACT  OUR 
OFFICE  FOR  DATES 
AND  INFORMATION. 
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Children's  Home 


CHRISTMAS  AT  THE  CHILDREN'S  HOME 


The  children  and  staff  of  the 
Children's  Home  celebrated  the  Christ- 
mas season  with  various  groups  who 
brought  cheer  to  our  campus  during 
December.  Many  churches  helped  pro- 
vide needed  items  such  as  food,  and 
brought  gifts  and  candy  as  they  shared 
the  joy  of  the  holidays. 

On  December  11,  the  Children's 
Home  staff  assembled  in  Memorial 
Chapel  for  the  annual  Christmas  wor- 
ship service,  where  we  joined  together 
in  singing  Christmas  hymns,  heard 
Scripture  reading,  and  special  singing 
by  staff,  prayer  and  words  of  encour- 
agement from  Pastor  Lester  Duncan, 
and  an  inspirational  message  by  Dr. 
Bobby  Taylor.  The  service  gave  us  all 
the  opportunity  to  reflect  on  the  real 
reason  for  celebration  during  this  sea- 
son, bringing  the  staff  closer  together 
as  we  celebrated  Christmas. 

On  December  16,  the  staff  and  resi- 
dents gathered  in  Memorial  Chapel  for 
the  start  of  the  "Campus  Christmas 
Celebration."  Christmas  hymns  were 
sung,  and  residents  presented  "The 
Christmas  Story"  through  Scripture. 
After  the  service,  we  gathered  together 
for  a  Christmas  meal  in  Heritage  Hall. 
After  the  meal,  the  residents  returned 
to  their  cottages  to  open  gifts  with  their 
cottage  families. 

As  we  strolled  across  campus  from 
cottage  to  cottage,  the  sites  and  sounds 
were  evident  of  families  gathering  to 
celebrate  Christmas — trees  shining  and 
wreaths  adorning  the  church  and  the 
cottages.  For  many  residents  at  the 
Children's  Home,  this  will,  in  some 
ways,  be  their  first  Christmas  celebra- 
tion. A  celebration  without  abuse  and 
neglect,  a  celebration  with  food,  shel- 
ter, love  and  friendship — things  that 
most  of  us  never  have  to  worry  about. 

The  children  and  staff  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home  wish  to  ex- 
press our  gratitude  for  your  kindness 
and  thoughtfulness  during  the  2003 
Christmas  season.  Your  response  to  our 
sponsorship  program  and  our  annual 


Christmas  campaigns  made  a  differ- 
ence in  the  Christmas  experience  for 
our  children.  Thank  you  for  your  gifts, 
your  prayers,  and  your  support.  It  is 
our  prayer  that  God  will  richly  bless 
you  for  touching  the  lives  of  these  chil- 
dren. 


I  ll  111!!!? 

"ilk 

IT  ADDS  UP 

On  September  9, 2003,  Mr.  Elza 
Manning,  member  of  Mt.  Zion 
Church,  Nash  County,  came  to 
visit  the  Home  with  his  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Calvin  Heath.  Mr.  Manning 
came  in  with  a  small  bag,  his  gift 
for  the  Children's  Home. 

For  some  time,  Mr.  Manning 
had  been  collecting  "state"  quar- 
ters, and  he  had  a  few  extras.  Mr. 
Manning  presented  his  gift  to  Dr. 
Bobby  Taylor  for  the  Home.  When  the  counting  and  coin  rolling  was  finished, 
there  were  700  quarters — $175.  Mr.  Manning,  thanks  for  sharing! 
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PARTNERSHIP 
IN  MINISTRY 

Deacon  /Pastor 
Enrichment  Seminar 
April  1-3,  2004 
Seminar  Leader:  Dr.  David  Hines 

Seminar  Sessions  will  center  on: 

The  Deacon 's  Calling 
and  Christian  Walk 

The  Relationship  Between 
the  Pastor  and  Deacon 

The  Deacon's  Relatiojiship  and 
Responsibilities  to  the  Church 

Cost:  $65  per  person 
(double  occupancy). 
Includes  all  meals 
and  Main  Building  lodging. 
($55  per  person  dorm  lodging) 

Name  


Address. 


City,  State,  Zip  

Telephone  

Preference  Dorm 


Main  Bldg. 


Return  with  $25  deposit 
(balance  due  upon  arrival)  to: 
Cragmont  Assembly 
1233  North  Fork  Road 
Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 

Make  checks  payable  to  Cragmont.  For 
further  information,  call  Bryant  Hines  at 
(252)  637-7.171. 


WEEKDAY 
RETREATS 

Weekday  Monday — Thursday  re- 
treats are  still  available  March — May 
2004  for  individuals,  groups,  or  or- 
ganizations. We  would  be  happy  to 
help  arrange  outings  to  Biltmore 
House,  Historic  Hendersonville,  Pi- 
geon Forge,  and  the  Farmers  Market. 
Call  us  toll  free  at  (877)  669-7677  to 
learn  of  availabilities. 


2004  CALENDAR 


*March  26 

Cragmont  Spring  Swing 

*  April  1-3 

Partnership  In  Ministry  Seminar 

April  16-18 

Morning  Star  Conference 

*  April  19-22 

Biltmore  Flower  Festival 

May  17-20 

Minister's  Conference 

June  7-12 

Women's  Conference 

June  14-19 

Cragmont  Youth  Conference 

June  21-26 

Christian  Cadet  Conference 

June  28-July  3 

AFC  /  YFA  Conference 

*July  5-10 

Bed,  Breakfast  &  Blessings 

July  12-17 

General  Youth  Conference  II 

July  19-24 

General  Youth  Conference  I 

July  26-31 

Young  People's  Bible  Conference 

August  2-7 

Women's  Conference 

August  5-6 

Cragmont  Golf  Tournament 

September  11 

Vision  Walk  2004 

September  13-16 

Convention  of  OFWB 

October  15-17 

Club  Weekend 

October  18-21 

Fall  Gospel  2004 

October  22-24 

Club  Weekend 

October  25-28 

Weekday  Club 

December  2-5 

Cragmont  Christmas 

*  Denotes  New  Events  for  2004. 

For  more  information  contact: 
Bryant  Hines  at  (252)  637-7171 


CRAGMONT  SPRING  SWING 

Carolina  Pines 
Golf  &  Country  Club 
New  Bern,  North  Carolina 
Friday,  March  26,  2004 


Four  Man  Best  Ball  Format 
Two  Start  Times — 
8:30  a.m.  and  1  p.m. 
Tournament  Limited 
to  20  Teams  Each  Start 

Entry  Fee:  $40  per  person 


Contact  Bryant  Hines  at  (252)  637-7171 
for  further  information  and  entry  forms. 
<bryanthines5@aol.com> 
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BILTMORE  FESTIVAL  OF  FLOWERS 

Come  enjoy  the  beautiful  colors  of  Spring  at  Biltmore  House.  This  weekday 
event  will  include  travel  to  Cragmont  on  Monday,  shopping  opportunities,  a  lunch, 
the  afternoon  at  the  beautiful  Biltmore  House,  and  return  trip  on  Wednesday. 
Transportation  will  follow  the  traditional  US  264  and  70  corridors  and  will  de- 
pend upon  demand.  The  $185  package  includes  transportation.  Biltmore  House 
tickets,  and  meals  and  lodging  at  Cragmont  for  three  nights.  Fill  out  the  form 
below  and  return  to  Cragmont  with  your  $100  deposit.  For  further  information, 
call  Bryant  Hines  at  (252)  637-7171. 

Name  

Address  

City,  State,  Zip  ,  

Telephone  

 Downstairs  room  requested  (first  come,  first  served  basis) 

Return  with  $100  deposit  payable  to  Cragmont,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black 
Mountain,  NC  28711. 

"BED,  BREAKFAST  AND  BLESSINGS" 

A  Week  for  the  Family:  July  5-9,  2004 

Because  Youth  Frontier  YFA  and  AFC  Conferences  are  combining  into  one  week 
there  will  be  an  open  week  in  2004.  It  is  our  desire  to  offer  a  time  that  will  appeal 
to  the  families  who  might  want  to  vacation  in  the  mountains.  Our  idea  is  for 
Cragmont  to  function  as  a  place  for  "bed,  breakfast  and  blessings."  We  provide  a 
bed,  prepare  a  nice  breakfast  with  a  blessing  each  day.  Then  you  may  spend  your 
day  sightseeing  around  the  mountain.  A  devotional  service  is  planned  for  Wednes- 
day evening  during  the  week.  Another  feature  of  the  week  is  that  you  stay  the 
entire  week  or  any  part  of  it.  The  cost  is  $15  per  person  per  day.  This  includes  a 
night's  lodging  and  breakfast.  You  may  register  for  the  week  immediately  Call 
our  toll  free  number  (877)  669-7677  to  give  us  your  information.  Or,  you  may 
write  us  at  Cragmont,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711.  We  will 
need  your  name,  address,  and  phone  number.  To  register,  a  $15  per  person  de- 
posit is  required  and  will  be  applied  to  your  stay.  We  accept  American  Express, 
Visa,  Mastercard,  or  Discover.  Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  Cragmont.  Can- 
cellation 30  days  prior  to  July  5,  2004  is  required  for  a  full  refund  of  deposit. 

WOMANTS  CONFERENCE 

Morning  Star— April  16-18,  2004 

Speaker:  Miriam  Barrow  Lamm 


SURPRISE 


Christmas  came  early  for  John  as  he 
was  surprised  with  a  gift  of  a  Polaris 
Ranger  4x4  utility  ATV.  This  powerful 
and  very  versatile  ATV  was  given  to 
Cragmont  by  Mrs.  Donna  George  while 
attending  Christmas  at  Cragmont  in 
December.  Donna  is  the  daughter  of 
Lorraine  and  the  late  Connie  Hines  of 
Greenville.  She  serves  as  the  organist 
and  choir  director  at  Reedy  Branch 
Church  in  Winterville.  Putting  this 
much  needed  vehicle  to  use  will  come 
easily  for  John.  Many  thanks  to  Donna 
for  her  gift  and  her  love  for  Cragmont. 


SOMETHING 
SPECIAL  TO  PLAN 

While  planning  your  church  calen- 
dars this  year  please  make  note  of  a 
very  important  opportunity  to  help 
Cragmont.  The  event  is  the  Cragmont 
Cook-off  during  our  Convention 
month  of  June.  The  date  for  this  event 
is  up  to  each  individual  church,  but  its 
importance  cannot  be  overempahsized. 
Late  winter  and  early  spring  months 
are  especially  difficult  at  Cragmont.  At- 
tendance and  income  are  usually  low, 
yet  expenses  are  high.  We  have  to  deal 
with  the  high  cost  of  winter  as  well  as 
the  outflow  of  funds  needed  to  prepare 
for  summer  camping.  The  cash  flow 
generated  by  the  Cragmont  Cook-off  is 
vital  in  helping  us  in  this  area.  So  give 
us  a  day — any  day  in  June  you  like.  Sell 
your  plates,  have  your  feed,  and  send 
us  the  money!  That  one  day  in  June  you 
give  to  Cragmont  can  make  a  tremen- 
dous difference.  Call  Bryant  Hines  at 
(252)  637-7171  for  more  information. 
He'll  be  glad  to  help  you  plan  a  suc- 
cessful Cragmont  Cook-off  this  June. 


Name  :  

Address  

Phone  

Church  

If  due  to  health  reasons,  you  require 
downstairs  accommodations,  please 

check  here:   Please  list  the  names 

of  those  with  whom  you  would  like  to 
room: 


Mail  this  registration  form  along  with 
a  $20  deposit  to:  Teresa  M.  Ball,  6144 
Weyerhaeuser  Road,  Griffon,  NC 
28530.  A  balance  of  $40  will  be  due 
upon  arrival  at  Cragmont.  Make  checks 
payable  to:  Cragmont  Woman's 
Conference. 


Mark  your  calendar 
for  the  following  dates: 

DaySpring  Conference 
June  7-12;  Speaker:  Marie  Glenn 

August  Woman's  Conference: 
August  2-7;  Speaker:  TBA 
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MOTIVATING  OUR  WORKERS— GOD'S  VISION  TO  SERVE 

by  The  Reverend  Garland  Suggs,  The  Pee  Dee  Association  Representative 
OFWB  Convention  Executive  Committee 


The  smell  of  fresh  bacon,  eggs, 
and  grits  would  wake  us  up  in  the 
morning.  Without  saying  a  word, 
the  sun,  the  morning  air,  the  ani- 
mals, and  the  people  of  my  home 
would  seem  to  say  "Time  to  get 
ready  for  church."  There  was  never 
even  a  thought  or  discussion  of 
whether  or  not  we  would  go  to 
church.  It  was  simply  a  part  of  our 
lives,  and  the  lives  of  many  others 
in  our  community.  My  mother 
would  gather  her  materials  and 
treats  for  her  Children's  Sunday 
School  class  and  my  father  would 
do  a  final  review  for  his  Adult  Sun- 
day School  lesson  and  his  Superin- 
tendent duties.  What  a  precious  and 
powerful  memory  that  is  for  me  still 
today. 

Growing  up  in  rural  Columbus 
County  gave  me  the  opportunity  to 
experience  the  richness  of  living  in 
a  God-fearing  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church.  My  family  was 
deeply  involved  in  the  church  and 
placed  God  at  the  center  of  their 
lives.  I  was  also  blessed  to  marry  a 
woman  who  feared  and  loved  the 
Lord.  Through  my  family's  prayers 
for  me,  I  found  my  way  back  home 
and  accepted  Jesus  as  my  Savior 
after  years  of  straying  away  from 
Him. 

As  a  young  Christian,  I  went  to 
church  and  was  faithful  in  atten- 
dance and  traditions  of  the  church. 
However,  I  had  no  real  motivation 
for  working  for  the  Lord  and  allow- 
ing Him  to  take  complete  control  of 
my  life.  That  was,  until  I  heard  a 
message  that  would  change  my  life. 
That  message  was  given  by  Dr. 
Burkette  Raper  at  the  annual  Pee 
Dee  Association  meeting  in  1975. 


The  message's  key  text  was  Prov- 
erbs 29:18,  "Where  there  is  no  vi- 
sion the  people  perish:  but  he  that 
keepeth  the  law,  happy  is  he."  In 
this  message  Dr.  Raper  asked  the 
challenging  question,  "Do  you  have 
a  vision?"  Unfortunately,  at  the  time 
I  felt  a  little  empty  because  I  had  no 
spiritual  vision.  The  King  James  Ver- 
sion Reference  Bible  says  that  a  vision 
is  a  spiritual  understanding  of  God 
in  our  lives.  At  that  point  in  my  life 
I  was  receiving  from  the  church  and 
God,  but  I  had  no  vision  and  no 
spiritual  understanding  of  God  in 
my  life.  All  of  that  was  about  to 
change.  These  powerful  words 
from  our  Holy  Bible  became  my 
motivation  for  change.  From  that 
point  on,  my  life  radically  changed. 
No  longer  was  I  simply  receiving,  I 
was  motivated  to  give  God  my  life, 
my  talents,  and  my  abilities.  I  be- 
came dependent  upon  Him  to  lead 
me.  God  had  filled  me  with  a  vision, 
a  vision  for  a  life  of  service  to  Him 
as  a  pastor  and  servant  in  His 
church. 

Former  President  John  F. 
Kennedy  once  said,  "Ask  not  what 
your  country  can  do  for  you,  but 
what  you  can  do  for  your  country." 
We,  the  pastors  and  leaders  of  our 
churches,  need  to  challenge  our 
teenagers  and  young  adults  to  ap- 
ply this  principle  in  their  lives  and 
ask  not  what  the  church  can  do  for 
them,  but  what  can  they  do  for  the 
church.  The  true  meaning  of  the 
word  "church"  in  Scripture  is  not 
the  physical  building  that  we  wor- 
ship in;  it  is  the  body  of  Christ.  So 
when  we  ask  what  can  do  for  the 
church,  we  should  not  think  of 
buildings,  but  of  the  needs  of 
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fellow  Christians  in  our  own  church 
and  in  the  entire  Free  Will  Baptist 
Convention  and  Ministries. 

This  is  not  a  new  idea.  Our  fore- 
fathers had  a  vision  when  they 
founded  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home  and  admitted  the 
first  children  on  May  23, 1920.  They 
understood  the  need  to  serve  oth- 
ers and  the  biblical  meaning  of  the 
word  "church."  From  this  vision, 
hundreds  of  children  have  been 
helped  and  are  continuing  to  be 
helped  today.  This  vision  for  the 
Children's  Home  inspired  other 
Free  Will  Baptist  ministries  such  as 
Foreign  Missions,  Home  Missions, 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press,  and 
many  others. 

The  decision  we  are  faced  with 
today  is  this — will  we  hide  in  a  cave 
as  Elijah  did  (1  Kings  19:9)  and  have 
God  ask  us,  as  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  "Why  are  you  hiding?"  Or 
will  we  reflect  on  the  many  bless- 
ings and  rich  heritage  we  have  as 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists?  I  say  we 
must  follow  our  heritage.  We  must 
motivate  our  teenagers  and  young 
adults  to  continue  in  the  heritage  of 
the  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  and 
be  led  by  the  guidance  of  God  that 
is  given  to  all  Christians  through 
God's  vision.  When  our  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  churches  are  filled 
with  saints  who  have  visions,  then 
motivation  will  no  longer  be  an  is- 
sue. The  vision  of  our  Lord  will 
motivate  us  to  do  the  will  of  our 
Father,  just  as  it  did  Jesus  Christ.  So, 
I  challenge  all  of  you  to  ask  your- 
selves, "Do  I  have  a  vision  to  serve 
my  church  and  the  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Organizations?" 


Minister's  Procran 
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MINISTER'S  TAX  SEMINAR 

Sponsored  by 
The  Free  Will  Baptist  Minister's  Program 

The  Minister's  Program  will  host  a  tax  seminar  for  min- 
isters in  February  and  all  ministers  are  invited  to  attend. 
The  seminar  will  include  handouts,  CPA  presentation  for 
ministers,  and  each  attendee  will  receive  a  copy  of  the 
2004  Worth's  Income  Tax  Guide  for  Ministers.  Time,  date, 
and  location  follows: 

Where:  Hampton  Inn  in  Kinston 

Date:  February  19,  2004 

Time:  Registration  at  9:30  a.m. 

Seminar  begins  at  10  a.m. 
Cost:  $15  per  registrant 

Admission  is  free  to  ministers  age 
65  and  older.  (You  must  register 
to  attend.) 


ANNUAL  MEETING 

ANNUAL  MEETING  FOR  THOSE 
HOLDING  MEMBERSHIPS  IN  THE 
CHURCH  FINANCE  ASSOCIATION 

TO  BE  HELD 
February  10,  2004 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Membership  of  the  Church  Finance  Association,  Inc.  will  be 
held  as  follows: 

Place:    Selma  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

Corner  of  Lizzie  and  Pollock  Streets 
Selma,  North  Carolina 
Date:     February  10,  2004 
Time:    10:30  a.m. 
The  purpose  of  this  meeting  is: 

1.  To  review  the  financial  condition  of  the  Association  and 
to  act  on  the  financial  report. 

2.  The  election  of  one  (1 )  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
to  hold  office  for  a  term  of  five  years. 

3.  The  transaction  of  any  other  business  which  may  prop- 
erly come  before  the  meeting. 

You  are  urged  to  attend  the  meeting  in  person.  However, 
membership  holders  who  do  not  expect  to  attend  are  re- 
quested to  sign,  date,  and  return  the  proxy  provided.  The 
execution  of  this  proxy  will  not  affect  your  right  to  revoke 
such  proxy  or  to  vote  in  person  should  you  later  decide  to 
attend  the  meeting. 

By  Order  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
William  D.  Thigpen,  Secretary 


CENTRAL  CONFERENCE 
LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 
DECEMBER  1,  2003 
First  Church,  Tarboro 
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SUMMER  CAMP  2004 

May3-June4  OPEN 

June  4-5  Laymen's  League  Spiritual  Life  Retreat 

Wesley  Taylor  (252)  745-1203 
June  6  Core  Creek  Worship  Service 

June  6-11         The  Rev.  Tim  Heath  and  Wesley  Taylor 

Theme:  "Making  the  Word  Stick" 

Mr.  Heath  (252)  638-3803;  Wesley  Taylor  (252)  745-1203 
June  13-18       The  Rev.  Joe  Ratcliff 
June  21-24       Women's  Week 

Contact:  Judith  Kennedy  (910)  298-4311 
June  25-27       Silverthorne  Family  Reunion 
June  28-July  2  Cornerstone  Week 

Contact:  Kristie  Ramsey  (910)  324-1507 
July  2-4  Juniper  Chapel  Church  Retreat 

July  4-9  OPEN 

July  11-16        Mrs.  Eva  Mae  Clark  (252)  637-5346 

July  19-23        Berry  Hodowanic  (252)  249-0133 

July  25-30        John  Thompson's  Week  (252)  633-0025 

Aug.  1-6  OPEN 

Aug.  6-8  Peace  Church  Retreat 

Aug.  8  Dublin  Grove  Church  Picnic 

Aug.  20-21       Singin'  By  the  River 

Aug.  27-29       Piney  Grove  Church  Retreat 

Sept.  11  Eastern  District  Fall  Youth  Convention 


SUPPORT 
IN  2004 

"What  plans  has  your  church  made 
to  help  support  Camp  Vandemere  in 
2004?"  I  challenge  every  church  to 
contact  me,  Wesley  Taylor,  camp 
manager,  to  present  your  church  with 
a  slide  presentation  of  Camp  Vande- 
mere. Whatever  you  or  your  church 
can  do  for  the  Camp  this  year  God 
will  bless  and  multiply  the  blessing. 


WEEKEND 
RETREATS 

The  Camp  is  open  year  round  for 
weekend  retreats.  Please  call  to 
schedule  your  church,  youth  group, 
family  reunion,  family  get  away,  etc. 
We  still  have  summer  weekends 
available.  Please  take  advantage  of 
the  beautiful  waterfront  Christian  fa- 
cilities. 


SINGIN'  BY  THE  RIVER  2004 

The  2004  Singin'  By  the  River  will  be  August  20-21.  The  singing  will  begin 
at  7  p.m.  Friday  night  with  the  Malpass  Family  and  The  Carson  Trio.  Second 
Edition,  Called  Out,  Marlboro  Boys,  and  Brothers  in  Christ  will  perform  on 
Saturday.  We  will  be  serving  our  famous  fish  plates,  hotdogs,  hamburgers, 
and  plenty  of  snacks.  This  is  only  a  tentative  schedule.  We  will  keep  you  up- 
dated. 


Dormitory 
Lodge 
Kitchen  use 

RV  (water  and  electricity) 
RV  (full  amenities) 


PRICE  LIST 

$10  per  person  per  night 

$35  per  lodge  per  night,  $150  per  week 

$25 

$10  per  night  for  2  people 
($2  extra  per  person) 
$14  per  night  for  2  people 
($2  extra  per  person) 


Please  contact  Wesley  Taylor,  manager, 
to  make  a  camp  presentation  at  your  church. 
(252)  745-1203  (home);  (252)  745-3171  (camp) 
(252)  634-1287  (pager);  (252)  514-3222  (cell) 
e-mail:  <vandemere@pamlico.net> 
For  more  information  visit  our  website  at  <www.campvandemere.org>. 


Remember 
to 

Support 
Camp 
Vandermere 
in 
2004 

Call  for 
reservations 
for 

an  exciting  time 
at 

Camp  Vandemere 
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Don't  Let  the  Devil  Strike  You  Out 

Usher  William  Yates  greeted  people 
at  the  door  of  the  Beaufort  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  while  Judy  Chan- 
dler played  the  piano  inside.  The  warm 
Sunday  sun  heated  the  sanctuary  as  did 
Brother  Bell's  morning  prayer.  "Lord," 
Bell  prayed,  "Thank  You  that  we  may 
approach  the  throne  of  grace.  How  our 
hearts  go  out  to  billions  in  the  world 
who  say  there  is  no  God.  We  praise  and 
thank  you  for  the  tender  mercies  and 
grace  of  our  Savior  who  suffered 
thorns,  nails,  and  spikes.  May  we,  Lord, 
be  the  Christians  thou  wouldst  have  us 
to  be.  Remember  those  traveling,  those 
in  hospitals,  in  homes,  in  prisons  who 
need  Thy  help  spiritually.  Hear  the 
unspoken  requests  of  every  heart  here 
today.  Amen." 

Much  music  followed.  The  choir 
sang  An  Old  Account  Is  Settled.  The  con- 
gregation sang  The  Unclouded  Day, 
What  a  Mighty  God  We  Serve,  This  Is  the 
Day,  and  Jesus  Is  Calling. 

Sermon  of  The 
Reverend  James  Gurganus 

"The  Devil  is  real,"  began  the  Rev. 
James  Gurganus  as  he  opened  his  ser- 
mon, Don't  Let  the  Devil  Strike  You  Out. 
"Satan  fell  through  pride  and  marked 
the  introduction  of  sin  into  the 
universe.  Satan  was  cast  out  of  Heaven 


5% 


Members  of  the  felloivship  of  Beaufort  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 


and  Earth  is  the  scene  of  his  activities 
today.  Satan  is  strong  in  the  world  to- 
day and  is  working  harder  and  harder 
as  we  are  moving  historically  closer  to 
Jesus  coming  back,"  Gurganus  insisted. 

"We  live  in  a  world  system  that  has 
been  made  corrupt  by  Satan.  We  live 
in  a  system  of  greed,  of  selfishness,  of 
ambition,  and  of  sinful  pleasure.  One 
reality  will  comfort  us,"  he  added.  "Sa- 
tan will  end  up  in  the  abyss  of  the  fiery 
pit  of  fortune.  He  will  land  in  the  lake 
of  fire  and  brimstone  where  the  beasts 
and  the  false  prophets  are.  Satan,  too, 
knows  his  destination.  He  is  trying  to 
destroy  Christian  influences  in  the 
world  today.  Believe  me,  friends,  Satan 
is  in  the  world  today!"  he  announced 
boldly. 

Gurganus  spoke  of  the  evidence  of 


Dr.  Pepper         Rev.  Michael 
Worthington  Warning 
Circuit  Writer       Circuit  Artist 


Editor's  Note:  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

announces  the  beginning  of  a  new 
column,  In  the  Spotlight.  The  Rev. 
Michael  Warning  and  Dr.  Pepper 
Worthington  are  acting  as  circuit 
witnesses  to  our  church  life  across  the 
denomination.  Mr.  Warning's  pen  and 
ink  sketch  and  Dr.  Worthington's 
account  of  a  Sunday  service  hope  to 
awaken  a  new  interest  in  what  is  going 
on  in  our  churches  across  the 
denomination.  Each  issue  of  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  in  2004  will  feature  a 
church  visited  by  our  circuit  witnesses. 

Satan's  presence  in  some  of  the  rulings 
of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  He 
spoke  of  the  need  to  resist  Satan  in  three 
ways:  (1)  by  reading  the  King  James 
Version  of  the  Bible,  (2)  by  remember- 
ing the  Blood  of  Christ,  and  (3)  by  al- 
lowing the  Holy  Spirit  to  be  within. 


The  choir  sang  What  a  Mighty  God  We  Serve. 


Seven  Ways  Victory  Can  Be  Ours 

"Satan  is  in  our  world,  but  there  are 
seven  ways  victory  can  be  ours,"  de- 
clared Gurganus.  "First,  victory  can  be 
ours  if  we  refuse  to  let  Satan  dwell  in 
our  hearts.  If  we  give  Satan  the  oppor- 
tunity, he'll  move  right  in.  He'll  use  our 
weakness  as  a  door  to  get  into  our 
hearts.  There  is  not  a  single  one  of  us 
not  vulnerable  to  the  attacks  of  Satan. 
He  will  bankrupt  us  spiritually,"  he 
declared.  , 

(Continued  on  page  30) 
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"Second,  victory  can  be  ours  if  we 
refuse  to  let  Satan  dictate  our  habits.  We 
must  not  compromise  anything  good 
with  anything  baci  and  make  the  bad 
good.  If  we  are  in  Christ,  we  are  new 
creatures,"  Gurganus  stressed. 

"The  third  victory  that  is  ours  is  if 
we  refuse  to  let  Satan  deceive  us  and 
tell  us  that  Christ  is  not  real.  Christ  is 
real,"  he  insisted. 

"Fourth,  victory  can  be  ours  if  we  do 
not  let  Satan  convince  us  that  we  have 
plenty  of  time  to  repent.  Do  we  have 
plenty  of  time?"  Gurganus  asked.  "The 
boys  in  the  helicopters  who  crashed  in 
Iraq  thought  sure  they  would  make  it 
back  home  and  be  all  right.  But  they 
didn't.  All  of  us  are  only  one  breath 
away  from  eternity.  Do  we  have  plenty 
of  time?"  he  asked. 

"Fifth,  victory  is  ours  if  we  refuse  to 
allow  Satan  to  confuse  us,  to  keep  us 
inwardly  confused  about  good  causes 
and  good  influences.  We  can  have  vic- 
tory if  we  do  not  let  Satan  destroy  our 
vision,"  Gurganus  declared. 

"Sixth,  victory  is  ours  if  we  do  not 
let  Satan  destroy  our  happiness.  We  are 
tempted  to  blame  God  for  bad  things.  I 
knew  a  minister  who  lost  his  faith  af- 
ter his  son  was  killed  in  an  automobile 
accident.  Satan  destroyed  his  happi- 
ness and  the  minister  blamed  God.  Sa- 
tan seeks  to  make  us  bewitched  rather 
than  beloved.  But  we  have  victory  if  we 
focus  upon  God  within  us,"  he 
preached. 


"Seventh,  victory  can  be  ours  if  we 
do  not  let  Satan  destroy  our  hope.  Sa- 
tan wants  to  destroy  our  hope  but  that 


The  Rev.  James 
Gurganus 
preached  his 
sermon,  "Don't 
Let  the  Devil 
Strike  You 
Out." 


Judy  Chandler  played 
the  piano  at  the 
Sunday  service. 


Brother  Bell  prayed 
the  morning  prayer. 


hope  is  in  Jesus  Christ.  Don't  let  Satan 
strike  you  out!"  declared  Gurganus. 


Usher 
William 
Yates 
greeets 
Raymond 
Gray,  Sr. 
and  his 
wife  Nellie 
B.  Gray. 


The  Rev.  fames  Gurganus 
talks  to  Luke  Chandler  in 
front  of  the  church. 


Nell  Gray  has 
a  laugh  with 
The  Rev. 
Gurganus  on 
Sunday 
morning. 


People  8  fvems 


CHURCH  HONORS  PASTOR  OF  25  YEARS 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Lyn  Renfrow 
were  honored  recently  by  the  congre- 
gation of  Piney  Grove  Church  near 
Kenly,  for  25  years  of  dedicated 


service.  Mr.  Renfrow  became  the  pas- 
tor in  1978. 

Several  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion spoke  on  behalf  of  the  various 
ministries  of  the  church.  A  photo  al- 
bum depicting  many  special  occa- 
sions through  the  Renfrows'  pastor- 
ate, a  collection  of  cards  and  letters 
written  by  church  members  and 
friends,  a  plaque  expressing  the 
congregation's  gratitude  and  other 
gifts  were  presented  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Renfrow. 

Family  members  of  the  Renfrows 
were  present  for  the  service.  Mr. 
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Renfrow 's  brother,  Harold  and  sis- 
ters, Hilda  Starling  and  Betty 
Strickland  joined  him  in  singing  one 
of  their  favorite  hymns. 

The  Renfrows'  daughters,  Kathy 
Woodard  and  Lynda  Sutton,  spoke  of 
their  love  and  thankfulness  to  their 
parents. 

Members  of  Piney  Grove  feel  truly 
blessed  to  have  had  the  Renfrows 
serving  them  since  1978. 


POWHATAN  CHURCH  NEWS 


A  reminder  to  all  Cape  Fear  District 
churches — sign  up  for  the  basketball 
night  at  Mount  Olive  College  since  that 
will  be  the  monthly  youth  meeting.  It 
will  give  an  opportunity  for  our  youth 
to  enjoy  the  campus  and  get  to  know 
the  representatives  at  the  college.  Reg- 
ister with  Martha  Parsons  or  Rita  Jones 
when  you  arrive  with  your  number  of 
youth  and  overall  in  attendance.  Bring 
any  registration  forms  for  the  talent 
competitions  in  March  (performing  tal- 
ent as  well  as  Public  Speaking,  Lesson 
Presentation,  and  Christian  Writing) 
along  with  any  Christian  Writing  en- 
tries to  be  scored.  Those  should  all  be 
turned  in  to  Martha  or  Rita  when  reg- 
istering. No  late  entries  will  be  ac- 
cepted. 

The  senior  citizens  of  Powhatan  were 
treated  to  a  Christmas  luncheon  at 
Robbin's  Nest  in  Selma  by  the  Kemery 
Ard  Sunday  School  class  on  Saturday, 
December  6,  2003.  The  food  and  fel- 
lowship was  wonderful.  On  Saturday, 
December  13,  2003,  the  Powhatan  bus 
loaded  up  and  joined  the  float,  which 
was  made  by  the  youth,  in  the  Clayton 
Christmas  Parade.  Most  of  the  youth 
rode  their  float  with  the  "10  Command- 
ments" theme  and  others  rode  the  bus 
or  walked  in  the  parade,  passing  out 
invitation  to  worship  cards  to  the 
crowd. 

December  14,  2003,  was  the  date  of 
the  Christmas  play,  which  was  based 
on  the  book,  "Mary's  Treasure  Box." 
Deb  Jones,  Julie  Cox,  and  Cathy  Lee 
worked  together  with  the  youth  and 
youth  workers  to  tell  the  story  of  the 
treasures  that  Mary  passed  down  to  her 
granddaughter  from  the  night  of  Jesus' 
Birth.  Mark  Guy  read  the  book  in  the 
play  and  led  a  group  of  Cherubs  in  re- 
citing John  3:16  to  the  congregation  at 
the  conclusion.  Thank  you  to  all  who 
helped  with  the  presentation  in  any 
way. 

Crystal  Guy,  State  Youth  Board  Rep- 
resentative for  the  Cape  Fear  District, 
presented  the  pre-Christmas  program 
for  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  on  Wednes- 
day, December  17,  2003.  The  younger 
members  each  received  a  gift  from  the 
Sunday  School  program  following  ser- 
vices. 


The  "Tree  of  Hope"  was  once  again 
sponsored  by  the  Woman's  Auxiliary, 
raising  funds  for  cancer  research  and 
giving  family  and  friends  an  opportu- 
nity to  honor  and  remember  cancer  vic- 
tims during  this  special  season.  It  was 
held  on  December  18,  2003,  the  birth- 
day of  deceased  member  Vicky  Bagley, 
who  began  the  tree  several  years  ago 
as  she  battled  the  disease.  Thank  you 
to  Sandra  Peedin,  who  set  up  the  tree 
(graciously  donated  by  Winn  Dixie  of 
Clayton),  Time-Out  Day  Care  for  al- 
lowing the  use  of  their  lot,  Rainbow 
Vacuums  and  Pat  Penny,  who  sold  or- 
naments, all  who  came  out  for  the  tree- 
lighting  ceremony,  and  all  those  who 
sang  or  helped  in  the  bell  choir.  The 
Powhatan  bus  was  filled  twice  at 
Christmas  with  the  youth-sponsored 
Christmas  caroling  to  the  homes  of 
some  of  our  older  members  and  shut- 
ins  on  the  evening  of  December  19, 
2003,  and  several  classes  got 
together  with  the  Cherubs  to  visit  the 
"Meadow  Lights"  on  December  22, 


2003.  Several  members  had  to  drive  to 
Meadow  because  there  were  no  more 
seats  on  the  bus!  What  a  blessing! 

On  December  21, 2003,  several  of  our 
older  members  took  part  in  a  ground- 
breaking ceremony  for  the  new  fellow- 
ship building  following  morning  wor- 
ship services.  All  are  anticipating  see- 
ing the  work  completed  in  2004. 

IN  MEMORIAM 

BERTIE  ELIZABETH  JONES  OTTO, 
age  98,  died  Sunday,  December  14, 
2003,  at  Britthaven  Nursing  Home  in 
Goldsboro.  She  was  the  widow  of 
Edgar  Bodo  Otto  and  both  were  retired 
from  Dorothea  Dix  Hospital  in  Raleigh. 
She  was  a  longtime  member  of 
Hopewell  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  Smithfield.  Surviving  her 
are  2  sons  and  2  daughters,  11  grand- 
children, 21  great-grandchildren,  and 
one  great-great-grandson.  Please  re- 
member her  loved  ones  in  your 
prayers. 
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THE  CHURCH  BY  THE  SIDE  OF  THE  ROAD 


Just  a  small  country  church  by  the 
side  of  the  road,  quite  ordinary,  noth- 
ing unusual,  simply  decorated  with 
two  holiday  wreaths  on  its  double 
doors  and  a  garland  of  evergreen 
wrapped  around  its  handrails  tied 
with  red  ribbon.  Nothing  to  attract 
your  attention;  its  small  congregation 
routinely  gathered  for  its  usual  morn- 
ing worship  service.  But  this  after- 
noon was  destined  for  something 
wonderful. 

Something  very  wonderful!  Some- 
thing very,  very  wonderful!  You  had 
to  be  there  to  experience  it;  it  was  a 
once  a  year  event,  and  those  who  had 
heard  about  it  knew  it.  The  last  Sun- 
day in  November,  Walnut  Creek 
Church,  LaGrange,  observed  the 
"Hanging  of  the  Greens."  Early  ar- 
rival in  the  plain,  empty,  unadorned 
sanctuary  meant  an  assured  seat  in  a 
selected  place  and  those  who  were 
there  came  prepared  to  receive  a 
blessing. 

Services  began  at  6  p.m.  as  the  choir 
sang  "Hark  The  Herald  Angels  Sing." 
After  prayer  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Tony 
McLamb,  a  heart-warming  welcome 
was  extended  to  all  by  Taylor  Perry. 
The  dim  sanctuary  then  gradually  il- 
luminated with  the  lighting  of  the 
star  by  Glen  Ferguson  and  lighting 
of  altar  candles  by  Hazel  Tilghman. 
The  significance  of  their  meaning  was 
shared  by  the  narrator  and  exalted 
with  the  hymn,  "Joy  To  The  World." 
The  Advent  candle  placed  by  Becky 
Strickland  designated  the  beginning 
of  a  most  holy  season.  The  legend  of 
the  poinsettia  preceded  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  poinsettia  tree  adorned  with 
red  and  white  poinsettias  contributed 
by  members  of  the  congregation  in 
memory  and  honor  of  loved  ones. 

Mr.  McLamb  shared  the  adoration 
of  nature  with  the  presentation  of  an 
evergreen  tree,  decorated  with 
Christmas  ornaments  each  conveying 
a  message  as  to  its  significance.  But  a 
tree  reminds  us  of  presents  so  Tim 
Bradshaw  sang  a  very  special  song, 
"Mary  Wrapped  a  Present,"  remind- 


ing us  of  the  greatest  gift  of  all.  The 
lighting  of  window  candles  by  Mar- 
garet Parrish  and  Mildred  Gray  fur- 
ther emphasized  the  Light  of  the 
World  and  added  radiance  to  the  ser- 
vice. Hanging  of  window  wreaths  by 
Wanda  Thompson  and  large  altar 
wreaths  by  Jack  Howell  and  Mike 
Sullivan  again  represented  the  exul- 
tation of  nature  to  this  wonderful 
Birth. 

As  the  nativity  scene  unfolded, 
Steve  Walker  prayerfully  sang  "O 
Holy  Night"  and  after  the  reading  of 
God's  Holy  Word,  a  baby  lay  in  a 
manger.  Adoration  expressed  by 
Debbie  Daniels'  solo,  "Breath  of 
Heaven,"  blessed  the  Birth.  The 
hymn,  "Silent  Night,"  sung  by  angels 
brought  humble  shepherds  to  wor- 
ship. As  the  angels  hovered  and  the 
shepherds  knelt  in  love  and  praise, 
the  tender  voice  of  Katie  Strickland 
softly  sang  "Away  in  a  Manger." 
More  familiar  Scripture  raised  the 
question  and  provided  the  answer  to 
the  solo  by  Tim  Bradshaw,  "What 
Child  Is  This?"  Other  Scripture  rec- 
ognizing the  Son  of  God  and  God's 
plan  for  humanity  brought  the  rea- 
son as  Jack  Howell  sang  "Born  to 
Die." 

"We  Three  Kings"  sung  by  the 
choir  brought  wise  men,  seeking  the 
newborn  King.  Their  adoration  and 
presentation  of  gifts  reminded  us  that 
the  greatest  gifts  we  can  offer  are  our- 
selves, our  personal  love,  and  our 
acknowledgment  that  Jesus  is  our 
Lord  and  the  Son  of  God.  Recogniz- 
ing this  helps  us  to  realize  and  accept 
that  Jesus  is  the  Light  of  the  World 
and  our  lives.  The  sharing  of  the  light 
of  individual  candles  by  all  members 
of  the  congregation  confirms  our  mis- 
sion to  Christ  and  each  other.  The 
congregational  hymn,  "O  Come  All 
Ye  Faithful,"  binds  this  mission. 

Probably  the  most  inspirational 
part  of  this  wonderful  service  was  the 
recognition  that  the  human  Life  of 
our  Savior  only  began  at  His  Birth;  it 
was  fulfilled  in  the  Cross  at  Calvary. 


As  the  manger  darkened,  the  back- 
ground illuminated  with  the  greatest 
Gift  of  all,  our  Savior  bearing  our  sins 
on  the  Cross.  (Earl  McCullen  por- 
trayed Jesus.)  This  scene  was  beauti- 
fully reverenced  with  special  music, 
a  duet  by  Debbie  Daniels  and 
Michelle  Stallings,  "From  the  Cradle 
To  the  Cross." 

Indeed,  the  church  by  the  side  of 
the  road  came  alive  in  all  its  glory  that 
marvelous  evening;  full  of  eloquence 
and  joy  having  been  blessed  to  share 
God's  precious  Gift  to  all  people. 
Something  very  wonderful  had  hap- 
pened! Something  very,  very  wonder- 
ful! What  a  privilege!  What  an  honor! 
To  know  the  real  thrill  and  inspira- 
tion of  the  moment,  one  had  to  have 
been  there.  It  was  an  awesome,  most 
special,  spiritual  experience — an  oc- 
casion most  appropriate  in  preparing 
us  to  welcome  the  Birth  of  Jesus. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  program, 
appropriately,  the  congregation  sang 
"Surely  the  Presence  of  the  Lord," 
followed  by  prayer  by  Mr.  McLamb. 
Everyone  was  then  invited  to  share 
in  our  Christmas  Communion  obser- 
vance. Following  the  benediction,  the 
church  welcomed  all  to  enjoy  refresh- 
ments and  fellowship  in  the  fellow- 
ship building. 
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TEE'S  CHAPEL 
CHURCH  NEWS 

On  November  9,  2003,  Pastor  Ap- 
preciation Day  was  held  at  Tee's 
Chapel  Church,  Smithfield,  NC, 
sponsored  by  the  Woman's  Auxiliary. 
The  congregation  participated  in  a 
program  honoring  Pastor  Dennis 
Pollock  for  his  service  to  the  church 
and  to  God's  ministry. 

Mr.  Pollock  was  ordained  into  the 
ministry  on  June  12,  1977,  at  Rains 
Crossroads  Church.  He  began  his 
pastoral  work  the  next  Sunday,  June 
19, 1977,  at  Black  Jack  Grove  Church. 
He  served  over  six  years  there.  In 
1983,  he  became  pastor  of  Riverside 
Church,  where  he  served  over  six 
years.  In  1989,  he  served  one  year  at 
New  Sandy  Hill  Church.  On  March 
3,  1991,  he  became  pastor  at  Tee's 
Chapel  Church,  where  he  is  today. 

The  Lord  has  so  richly  blessed  him 
in  his  ministry.  The  Lord  has  called 
five  ministers  out  of  his  churches. 
They  are  Tony  McLamb,  Aubrey 
Williamson,  David  Kriger,  Pete 
Radford,  and  Kenneth  Jackson.  All 
five  are  church  pastors.  Mr.  Pollock 
has  conducted  440  funerals  and  197 
weddings;  preached  over  4,102  ser- 
mons; and  has  held  over  143  reviv- 
als. He  has  had  a  volunteer  ministry 
at  Britthaven  Nursing  Home  in 
Smithfield  since  March  1984.  Since 
July  1984,  he  has  had  a  ministry  at  the 
Johnston  County  Prison. 

Mr.  Pollock  knows  none  of  this 
could  have  been  possible  without  the 
support  of  his  wife,  Abigail  for  the 
past  thirty-two  years.  They  have  two 
lovely  daughters — Tiffany  Albertson, 
age  twenty-three  and  Megan  Pollock, 
age  fourteen.  Mr.  Pollock  and  his 
family  give  God  all  the  praise  for 
what  has  been  done. 

Everyone  enjoyed  reliving  some  of 
Pastor  Dennis's  heart- warming  expe- 
riences during  his  ministry.  Please 
pray  that  God  will  continue  to  use 
him  in  His  work.  God  help  us  all  to 
do  more  of  His  will. 


KING'S  TEAM  FELLOWSHIP 
COMPLETES  FIRST  SEASON 

by  The  Reverend  Terry  Ellis 


ING'5  TEAM  FELLOWSHIP; 

Fallow  me,  and  [  mil  make  vou  fishers  of  men. 


The  love  of  fishing  transcends  all 
ages.  This  past  year,  the  idea  of  form- 
ing a  fellowship  group  within  our 
church  centered  on  fishing  was  de- 
veloped. The  King's  Team  Fellowship 
was  created  at  Silver  Creek  Church 
and  an  outreach  ministry  has  been 
born. 

The  King's  Team  was  designed  to 
promote  Christian  fellowship,  pro- 
vide spiritual  encouragement  for 
each  member,  share  the  teachings  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  encourage  personal 
church  attendance  and  spiritual 
growth.  The  group  is  family  oriented, 
including  children  and  parents.  It  is 
open  to  anyone  in  the  community 
with  an  interest  in  saltwater  fishing 
and  exploring  their  Christian  faith  in 
a  casual  setting. 

The  fellowship  meets  once  each 
month.  The  program  consists  of  a 
Scriptural  devotion,  food,  fishing 
tips,  stories,  and  planned  fishing  out- 
ings for  the  members  and  friends.  A 
friendly  fishing  competition  was  de- 
veloped for  four  basic  fishing 
groups — king  mackerel,  dolphin,  co- 
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bia,  and  Spanish  mackerel.  These  cat- 
egories had  three  places  each,  and  the 
member  with  the  highest  poundage 
across  all  categories  was  to  be 
crowned  Angler  of  the  Year. 

The  fishing  season  was  from  April 
— November.  Our  first  Angler  of  the 
Year  is  11-year-old  Cathrine  Page, 
daughter  of  Annie  and  Barrington 
Page,  Cathrine  also  caught  a  North 
Carolina  Marine  Fisheries  Citation 
size  Spanish  weighing  in  at  6.06  lbs. 
Cathrine  and  her  dad  are  a  formi- 
dable fishing  team  on  their  boat 
named  the  "Bear  Cat." 

Plans  are  being  made  to  continue 
this  fellowship  into  2004.  The 
members  want  to  expand  the  fishing 
competition  to  include  more  inshore 
species,  such  as  red  drum  and 
stripers,  to  name  a  few  and  make  the 
fishing  season  extend  from  January 
until  November.  If  you  would  like  to 
know  how  you  can  be  a  part  of  this 
fellowship  or  need  more  details  on 
meeting  times  and  dates,  please 
contact  the  Rev.  Terry  Ellis  at  (919) 
553-5358  (home)  or  e-mail  at 
<terry.ellis@johnstonnc.com>. 


TEN-YEAR-OLD 
RECEIVES  NEW 
HEART 


Dylan 
Sepulvado 
(picture  taken 
about  a  month 
after  he 
received  his 
new  heart). 


"GOD  IS  SO  GOOD!" 
We,  the  people  of  Covenant  Church 
in  Hope  Mills,  NC  would  like  to  thank 
each  and  everyone  for  your  prayer  sup- 
port of  Dylan  Sepulvado  of  Shreveport, 
LA.  Dylan  has  received  the  new  heart 
for  which  he  was  searching.  The  new 
heart  arrived  to  him  on  September  22, 
2003.  He  is  doing  great.  Dylan  was  able 
to  return  to  Shreveport  just  before 
Christmas.  We  are  all  very  excited  for 
him. 


A  THANK  YOU  TO  FRIENDS 


Phones  ringing  early  Sunday  morn- 
ing usually  send  off  alarms — the 
preacher/teacher  is  sick  or  someone 
has  died.  One  recent  Sunday,  however, 
the  early  call  brought  great  news — First 
Church  in  Plymouth  was  to  receive  a 
check  from  the  OFWB  Disaster  Relief 
team  to  help  with  costs  associated  with 
damages  caused  by  Hurricane  Isabel. 

The  Rev.  Harold  Swinson  was  the 
bearer  of  this  great  news.  He  had  been 
involved  with  helping  not  only  First 
Church,  but  other  people  who  suffered 
even  more  damages  in  Washington 
County  during  the  storm.  He  coordi- 
nated assistance  from  volunteers  with 
the  Samaritan's  Purse  operation  lo- 
cated at  First  Baptist  in  Plymouth. 

Mr.  Swinson  drove  to  Plymouth  the 
first  day  the  volunteers  from  Beulaville 
Church  arrived,  made  photos  of  dam- 
ages at  the  church,  and  followed 
through  clean-up  by  staying  in  touch 
with  the  volunteers  and  church  mem- 
bers as  he  traveled  from  one  disaster 
site  to  the  next  across  eastern  North 
Carolina. 

Members  of  First  Church,  Plymouth, 


are  grateful  for  all  help  received  in  the 
aftermath  of  Isabel.  The  hands-on  help, 
prayers,  and  financial  support  say 
much  about  the  ministry  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  and  area  Christians 
from  other  denominations. 

Washington  County  citizens  had  a 
strenuous  2003— the  battle  to  halt  the 
Navy's  location  of  an  Outlying  Land- 
ing Field  on  up  to  50,000  acres  of  prime 
farm  land  which  is  still  going  on  today. 

Repairs  to  homes,  churches,  and 
businessess  are  far  from  complete. 
Rooftops  continue  to  be  covered  with 
blue  tarps  and  homes  totally  destroyed 
have  yet  to  be  replaced. 

Through  it  all,  we  know  there  have 
been  prayers  on  our  behalf  (as  well  as 
for  other  counties  which  suffered  se- 
vere damages).  We  have  seen  feet  put 
to  those  prayers — and  to  everyone  who 
had  a  part:  thank  you  from  all  of  us  in 
Washington  County  and  First  Church, 
Plymouth.  A  special  thank-you  to  Mr. 
Swinson  and  to  the  people  who  sup- 
port Home  Missions  and  the  Disaster 
Relief  Fund. 

God  Bless  You. 


SNOW  HILL  BAZAAR 

Snow  Hill  Church  members  held  a  Fall  Bazaar  Saturday,  November  15,  which  included  a  yard  sale,  a  bake  sale,  a  barbecue 
chicken  lunch,  and  a  silent  auction.  Proceeds  from  the  Bazaar  went  into  the  church's  Building  Fund.  Members  said  they  were 
pleased  with  the  success  of  the  Bazaar. 


Church  members  Norma  Reardon,  Vitishie 
Wallace,  and  Matoka  Westbrook  man  the  baked 
goods  during  the  Fall  Bazaar. 


Deacons  Tim  Blizzard  and  Leland  Wallace, 
along  with  church  members  Dexter  Howard  and 
Chris  Johnson,  barbecue  the  dozens  of  chickens 
cooked  for  the  Bazaaar. 


A  barbecue  lunch  wouldn't  be  good  ivithout 
thehushpuppies.  Seeing  that  they  are  cooked  just 
right  are  members  Dan  Wallace,  Robbie  Millard, 
Vernon  King,  Sarah  Crumpler,  and  Gwen 
Bishop. 


(Pictured  at  left):  On  Sunday,  November  16, 2003,  members  Bob  and  Penny  Kornegay  and  Bruce 
and  Sue  Jones  presented  this  original  painting  of  the  church  to  deacons  Tim  Blizzard  and  Leland 
Wallace.  The  painting,  an  original  by  artist  and  Mount  Olive  College  student  Sarah  Crumpler, 
pictured  third  from  right,  was  sold  during  the  silent  auction,  a  part  df  the  church's  Fall  Bazaar. 
Pictured  with  the  group  is  the  Rev.  Bob  Fussell,  pastor. 
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CONVENTION  OF 
OFWB  LEAGUES 

The  Convention  of  OFWB  Leagues 
will  meet  at  First  Church  of  Goldsboro 
on  March  20,  2004  (Registration— 9:30 
a.m.;  Convention — 10  a.m.).  Join  us  as 
we  dedicate  "Heart,  Soul,  Mind:  24-7 
for  Jesus." 

CAPE  FEAR 
CONFERENCE/ 
UNION  MEETING 

The  Cape  Fear  Union  will  convene 
with  Blended  Fellowship,  2091  Big 
Daddy's  Road,  Pikeville,  NC.  near  the 
intersection  of  Big  Daddy's  Road  and 
Hwy  111  North.  The  date  will  be  Feb- 
ruary 21,  2004  at  10  a.m. 

Please  mark  your  calendars  and 
make  plans  to  attend.  Don't  forget  your 
donation  for  the  Union  Meeting. 

See  you  February  21,  2004  at  10  a.m. 


MINISTERIAL  ASSOCIATION 

Dear  Fellow  Minister, 

Greetings  in  the  Name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ!  We  hope  that  you  have  enjoyed 
a  blessed  holiday  season  and  that  2004  holds  many  blessings  for  your  ministry. 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  the  2004  Mid-Year  Spiritual  Life  Banquet  spon- 
sored by  the  Ministerial  Association  will  be  on  Saturday,  February  21,  at  6  p.m.  in 
the  beautiful  fellowship  hall  of  First  Church,  Greenville,  NC. 

We  look  forward  to  this  special  evening  of  good  fellowship,  great  food,  and  an 
inspiring  program  offered  by  the  music  of  Servants  heart.  This  dinner  and  evening 
of  music  is  being  offered  at  a  cost  of  $8  per  person.  All  ministers  and  their  spouses 
are  cordially  invited  to  attend. 

Ministers,  if  there  are  ministers'  widows  in  your  church,  please  advise  them  of 
the  Banquet  and  invite  them  to  attend  as  a  guest  of  the  Ministerial  Association. 

Please  secure  your  reservation  by  returning  the  form  below,  or  by  e-mail  or 
telephone.  Please  respond  by  February  9,  2004. 

Sincerely, 
Clifford  E.  Ball,  Secretary 

Yes,  I  will  be  attending  this  year's  Mid-Year  Spiritual  Life  Banquet. 
Name  


Number  Attending 


Amount  Enclosed 


($8  per  person) 


Clifford  E.  Ball,  6138  Weyerhaeuser  Road,  Grifton,  NC  28530 
e-mail:  <kbtbebcbsb@earthlink.net>;  Phone:  (252)  524-4337 


Churches  £  Niiiistry 
Position  Available 


Everett  Chapel  Church,  Clayton,  is  seeking  a  full  time 
Youth/  Associate  Pastor  with  the  main  emphasis  on  Youth  Pas- 
tor. Interested  candidates  may  contact  and /or  send  a  resume 
to  Ed  Ferrell  at  108  Briarwood  Drive,  Clayton,  NC  27520.  Ed 
can  be  reached  by  phone  at  home  (919)  553-3677,  cell  phone 
(919)  422-5145  or  if  you  wish  to  e-mail  your  resume  please  send 
to  <DOClS@aol.com>. 

Richard  Whitman,  licensed  minister  and  called  by  God,  is 
available  for  ministry,  revivals,  fill-in,  evangelism  or  as  God 
leads.  He  may  be  contacted  either  by  phone  at  (910)  897-3364 
or  by  e-mail  at  <rwhitman@intrstar.net>. 

Covenant  Church,  Hope  Mills  is  seeking  a  pastor  to  minis- 
ter to  the  needs  of  a  small  but  growing  church.  Interested  per- 
sons should  contact  Barry  Croom  by  mail  at  264  Dawson  Rd, 
Dunn,  NC  28334  or  by  phone  at  (910)  567-2787  or  by  e-mail  at 
<dcroom@carolina.net>. 

Eric  Trent,  licensed  minister  and  preaching  since  1992,  is 
available  for  evangelism,  pulpit  supply,  missionary  work,  re- 
vivals, youth  pastor,  or  prayer  breakfasts.  For  more  informa- 
tion, contact  him  at  (919)  736-7063. 

Hickory  Chapel  Church,  Ahoskie,  is  in  the  process  of  look- 
ing for  a  full  time  minister.  Persons  interested  in  this  position 
may  call  (252)  332-2700  or  send  resumes  to  Sara  Parker,  542 
NC  561  E,  Ahoskie,  NC  27910. 

Union  Chapel  Church,  Plymouth,  Washington  County,  is 
seeking  a  man  called  by  God  to  serve  as  pastor — to  faithfully 
preach  the  Word  and  to  advance  the  cause  of  Christ.  For  more 
information,  please  contact  Tony  Hawkins  at  (252)  793-3955  or 
Wayne  Britt  at  (252)  927-4507. 

The  Reverend  Pete  Rawls  has  been  cleared  by  the  Board  of 
Ordination  of  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  and  is  available  to 
serve  as  pastor,  for  pulpit  supply,  and  for  revivals.  He  may  be 
contacted  by  mail  at  1639-A  Powhatan  Rd,  Clayton,  NC  27520 
or  by  phone  at  (919)  989-3190. 


Personal  InEORMATion  Caances 


The  Reverend  Nelson  Koonce 
PO  Box  97 
Stonewall,  NC  28583 


The  Reverend  Jacky  Raper 
311  Hearthstone  Dr. 
Nashville,  NC  27856 
(252)  459-3775 


Every  man  and  woman 
has  a  right  to  their  opinions, 
|       but  no  one  has  a  right 
v    to  be  wrong  about  the  facts. 


WANTS  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU  IF  YOU: 

have  a  new  address,  received  damaged  or  duplicate 
copies,  missed  an  issue,  experienced  any  billing  prob- 
lems, or  you  want  to  renew.  You  may  contact  us  by 
e-mail  at:  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone  at 
(252)  746-6128  or  (800)  849-3927. 


DUKE  UNIVERSITY  5/22/2006 

PERKINS  LIBRARY 
SERIAL  DEPARTMENT 

DURHAM 


These  and  other  great  titles 
are  now  available  for  easter? 
Check  with  your  local  Bible  Bookstore 
(Ayden,  Kinston,  New  Bern,  Wilson) 
or  call  "The  Press"  at 
(800)  849-3927. 


SUBSCRIPTION  FORM 

The  Free  Will  Baptist 


Yes!  I  want  to  subscribe  and  stay  informed. 

Name  (please  print)  

Address  


City 


State. 


Zip. 


Phone  Number  (_ 


□  New  Subscription 


or 


□  Renewal 


Individuals: 

□  1  year  (12  issues)  $13.00 
2  years  (24  issues)  $24.00 
4  years  (48  issues)  $47.00 


Church  (if  a  Plan)  

Churches: 

U  Bundle  Plan  ($6.50  each):  Lots  of  12  or  more  copies  are  sent 
to  one  individual  who  in  turn  distributes  these. 


I  would  like  to  order 


copies  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 


G  Every  Family  Plan  ($9.75  each):  The  church  provides  us  the 
names  and  addresses  of  every  member  and  we  send  them  to 
each  home.  The  church  is  billed  quarterly. 


Mail  This  Form  With  Payment  To:  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  PO  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513 


DIVINITY  SCHOOL  LIBRARY  A  § 
DUKE  UNIVERSITY 
BOX  90972 
DURHAM, NC  27708 
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MONTHLY  PLANNER 

March  2004 

Foreign  Missions  Month 


Meeting  dates  and  locations  are  subject  to  change.  You  are  encouraged  to  call  in  advance  to  confirm  meeting  schedules. 


Sunday 


Monday 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Thursday 


Friday 


Saturday 


7:00  p.m.  -| 
Sunday  School 
Easlern  Regional 
Training 

6:30  p.m. 

Layman  s  League 
Meeting  (Central 
Conf.)  Free  Union 


8:00  a.m.  6 
Annual  Sunday 
School  Institute 


8 


10 


11 


5:00  p.m. 

Home  Missions  & 
Evangelism  Board 
Meeting 

7:00  p.m. 

Sunday  School  Central 
Regional  Training 

7:00  p.m. 

Layman  s  League  Exec. 
Board  Meeting,  VFW 
Bldg.  Snow  Hill 


12 


VBS  Workshop 
at  FWB  Press 
7:00  p.m. 


VBS  Workshop 
at  FWB  Press 
10:00  a.m. 

Eastern  Dist. 
Spring  Youth 
Convention 


13 


14 


7:00  p.m. 
Albemarle 
District  Youth 
Convention 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


9:30  a.m.  2.0 
Convention  of 
FWB  Leagues 


World 

Missions 

Conference 


21 


22 


23 


24 


Mid-Atlantic  25 
Christian 
Education 
Conference 


Mid-Atlantic  26 
Christian 
Education 
Conference 


Mid-Atlantic 
Christian 
Education 
Conference 


1:30  p.m.  28 
Foreign  Missions 
Telethon  Sunday 


29 


30 


31 


notes: 


The  Free  Will  Baptist   2   March  2004 


The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote 
the  cause  of  Christ  among  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists,  and  we  reserve  the  right  to 
refuse  any  article  or  news  that  is 
inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs, 
or  policies,  and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit 
of  harmony  and  cooperation  with  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation  and  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 
The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily 
reflect  the  beliefs  and  policies  of  the  editor 
or  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  The  responsibility 
for  each  article  is  given  to  the  person  whose 
name  appears  under  the  title  or  to  the 
person  submitting  said  article. 

Subscription  Prices:  All  subscriptions  are 
payable  in  advance: 

1  year  (12  issues)  $13.00 

2  years  (24  issues)  $24.00 
4  years  (48  issues)  $47.00. 

Every-Family  Plan:  A  25  percent  discount 
is  given  when  local  churches  send  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  to  the  home  of  every  member; 
names  and  addresses  to  be  provided  by 
churches.  Churches  are  billed  quarterly. 
Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of  12  or  more  copies  of 
The  Free  Will  Baptist  are  sent  to  one  individual 
who  in  turn  distributes  these.  A  50  percent 
discount  is  offered  under  this  plan. 


The  deadline  for  submissions  to  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  is  the  5,h  day  of  the  month  prior 
to  publication.  (Example:  Items  to  be  pub- 
lished in  a  January  issue  must  be  in  no  later 
than  the  5lh  day  of  December.)  You  may 
submit  articles  by  any  of  the  following 
methods: 

•  E-mail  to  <editor@fwbpress.com>, 

•  Fax  to  (252)  746-9248,  Attn:  Editor, 

•  Hand  deliver,  or 

•  Mail  to:  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

PO  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513. 

*No  PHONE-IN  OR  HANDWRITTEN  INFORMATION 
WILL  BE  ACCEPTED! 

*PlCTURES  ARE  NOT  RETURNED  UNLESS  THERE  IS 
AN  APPROPRIATE  SELF-ADDRESSED  STAMPED 
ENVELOPE  INCLUDED! 

Advertising  submissions  will  run  for  a 
maximum  of  2  months.  Submissions  for 
Churches  &  Ministry  Positions  Azmilable  and 
Personal  Information  Changes  will  run  for  up 
to  2  months.  Space  for  these  columns  is  lim- 
ited by  availability. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  is  edited  and  published 
monthly  by  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation,  Inc.,  3928  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North 
Carolina  28513-0159.  Second-class  postage  paid 
at  Ayden,  North  Carolina  (USPS  2094-4000). 
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Set  your  affection  on  things  above,  not  on 
things  on  the  earth  (Colossians  3:2). 


If  We  Are  Filled  With  the  Spirit 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus 


To  the  Ephesians  Paul  wrote,  ". .  .be  filled  with  the 
Spirit"  (5:18).  Those  who  have  been  "born  again," 
who  have  accepted  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior,  have 
received  His  Spirit — the  Holy  Spirit.  Because  we  are 
still  creatures  of  the  flesh,  and  thus  marred  by  im- 
perfections, we  need  this  infilling,  not  once  but  many 
times  and  more  often  than  we  are  willing  to  admit. 
After  the  Holy  Spirit  experience  at  Pentecost,  the 
Apostles  were  again  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  (Acts 
4:31).  It  is  only  through  such  spiritual  experiences 
that  we  are  capable  of  overcoming 
our  sinful  impulses  and  imperfec- 
tions. It  is  true  that  no  one  is 
perfect,  but  this  does  not  automati- 
cally excuse  us  from  our  sins,  as 
some  would  claim. 

There  are  times  when  we  fail  to 
exemplify  our  professed  Christian 
experience  to  the  world  because  we  are  not  filled  with 
His  Spirit.  It  may  be  when  we  "lose  our  cool,"  for 
whatever  reason  it  may  be.  It  may  be  when  we  be- 
come vindictive,  possessing  a  determination  to  "get 
even"  with  those  we  feel  have  wronged  us,  whether 
such  is  true  or  not.  It  may  be  when  v/e  decide  to  give 
"so-and-so"  a  piece  of  our  mind  (in  this  beware,  for 
if  we  give  away  too  many  pieces  there  will  be  none 
left). 

The  truth  is  that  if  we  are  Christians,  we  must  live 


as  Christians.  There  are  some  wonderful  verses  in 
Ephesians  that  tell  what  it  means  to  live  the  Spirit- 
filled  life: 

"I  therefore,  the  prisoner  of  the  Lord,  beseech  you 
that  ye  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  ye 
are  called,  With  all  lowliness  and  meekness,  with 
longsuffering,  forbearing  one  another  in  love;  En- 
deavouring to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond 
of  peace"  (Ephesians  4:1-3). 

"That  we  henceforth  be  no  more  children,  tossed 
to  and  fro,  and  carried  about  with 
every  wind  of  doctrine,  by  the 
sleight  of  men,  and  cunning  crafti- 
ness, whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to 
deceive;  But  speaking  the  truth  in 
love,  may  grow  up  into  him  in  all 
things..."  (vv.  14-15). 

"Let  all  bitterness,  and  wrath,  and 
anger,  and  clamour,  and  evil  speaking,  be  put  away 
from  you,  with  all  malice:  And  be  ye  kind  one  to 
another,  tenderhearted,  forgiving  one  another,  even 
as  God  for  Christ's  sake  hath  forgiven  you.  Be  ye 
therefore  followers  of  God,  as  dear  children:  And 
walk  in  love,  as  Christ  also  hath  loved  us...  (vv.  31- 
32;  5:1-2). 

Surely  many  of  our  present-day  problems  would 
pass  away  if  we  truly  lived  the  Spirit-filled  life. 
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THE  PLIGHT  OF  THE  WORLD'S  POOR 


It  is  early  January  as  I  write  this, 
which  means  we  have  experienced  an- 
other Christmas  season  with  all  the 
excitement  that  accompanies  our  cel- 
ebration of  this  annual  event.  As  I  re- 
flect upon  the  many  ways  Christmas  is 
celebrated  in  our  culture,  I  cannot  fail 
to  be  aware  of  the  contrast  between  our 
rather  comfortable  circumstances  and 
those  of  the  vast  majority  of  people  liv- 
ing in  Palestine  at  the  time  of  the  Birth 
of  Jesus.  Mary  and  Joseph  were  typical 
examples  of  the  Jewish  peasants  who 
lived  in  that  small  corner  of  the  Roman 
world.  Life  was  very  hard  for  most  of 
them,  living  as  they  did  under  the  rule 
of  a  foreign  power  with  barely  enough 
food  and  other  necessities  of  life  to  sur- 
vive. But  the  devout  among  them 
found  strength  to  press  on  because  of 
their  ancient  faith  in  the  God  who  had 
saved  them  from  other  forms  of  oppres- 
sion. Luke  had  such  faithful  ones  in 
mind  in  the  words  that  he  ascribed  to 
Mary  in  a  poetic  passage  known  as  the 
Magnificat:  "He  has  brought  down  the 
powerful  from  their  thrones,  and  lifted 
up  the  lowly;  he  has  filled  the  hungry 
with  good  things,  and  sent  the  rich 
away  empty.  He  has  helped  his  servant 
Israel,  in  remembrance  of  his  mercy,  ac- 
cording to  the  promise  he  made  to  our 
ancestors,  to  Abraham  and  his  descen- 
dants forever"  (Luke  1:52-55  nrsv). 

Like  the  poor  and  oppressed  of  Is- 
rael in  the  days  of  Jesus'  Birth,  there  are 
countless  millions  in  the  world  today 
who  suffer  from  the  lack  of  food,  clean 
water,  clothing,  medicines,  and  who 
live  in  makeshift  housing  and  unsani- 
tary conditions  that  would  be  totally 
unacceptable  to  us.  Even  though  we  are 
told  of  such  miseries  and  occasionally 
catch  a  glimpse  on  television  of  these 
intolerable  conditions  in  other  parts  of 
the  world,  we  may  feel  helpless  to  do 
anything  about  them,  or  we  may  be  sat- 
isfied to  feel  some  sympathy  for  the  vic- 
tims without  considering  what  can  be 
done  to  help  them.  Such  attitudes  are 
not  worthy  of  the  faith  that  we  profess 
as  Christians. 

In  the  December  issue  of  Command, 
published  by  our  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 


by  Dr.  Michael  Pelt 

sions,  Harold  Jones  addressed  the  situ- 
ation of  a  frail  little  boy  in  the  Philip- 
pines who  was  suffering  from  malnu- 
trition with  frequent  coughs  and  sores 
covering  his  body.  His  parents  were 
unable  to  purchase  the  medicine  that 
had  been  prescribed  for  his  condition 
three  months  earlier  even  though  it 
only  cost  300  pesos  ($6  in  American 
money).  Harold  later  purchased  the 
medicine  and  sent  it  to  this  family.  He 
writes:  "We  talk  above  poverty  in  this 
country,  but  my  friends  we  do  not  see 
this  kind  of  poverty.  This  little  boy  is 
only  the  tip  of  the  iceberg.  There  are 
tens  of  thousands  just  like  him  around 
the  world,  and  even  though  they  do  not 
speak,  their  faces  and  their  lives  are 
saying  to  us,  'What  About  Me?'" 

Harold's  comment  is  clearly  on  tar- 
get. Unless  we  have  seen  for  ourselves, 
we  simply  cannot  imagine  the  impov- 
erished conditions  in  which  millions  of 
the  poor  live  in  other  countries  around 
the  world.  I  have  witnessed  such  situ- 
ations as  these  on  the  outskirts  of 
Mexico  City  and  in  rural  areas  of  that 
country  as  well  as  on  the  faces  of  chil- 
dren in  countries  like  Egypt  where  the 
poor  far  outnumber  the  affluent.  It  is 
especially  heartbreaking  to  see  the  chil- 
dren suffer  as  they  do.  They  did  not 
choose  the  life  with  which  they  are  bur- 
dened. 

One  part  of  the  world  that  has  seen 
as  much  suffering  as  any  other  in  re- 
cent years  is  sub-Saharan  or  southern 
Asia.  The  AIDS  epidemic  has  struck 
hardest  in  the  adult  population  of  coun- 
tries like  Swaziland,  leaving  tens  of 
thousands  of  children  as  orphans.  Re- 
gardless of  what  we  may  think  of  the 
victims  of  this  disease,  the  children  left 
behind  are  not  responsible  for  the  in- 
discretions of  their  parents.  In  many 
cases,  aging  grandparents  are  left  to 
care  for  their  grandchildren  with  little 
means  to  provide  such  care.  But  in 
other  cases  the  children  are  left  to 
struggle  for  their  own  survival  with- 
out the  skills  and  the  tools  to  grow  their 
food.  According  to  a  report  in  The  Wall 
Street  Journal,  across  southern  Africa 
some  seven  million  farmers  have  died 


from  AIDS  related  diseases.  This  has 
left  many  families  with  no  means  to  do 
the  farming  with  the  result  that  agri- 
cultural production  has  been  cut  sub- 
stantially. This  crisis  threatens  to  cre- 
ate chronic  food  shortages,  a  type  of 
famine  that  leaves  the  very  young  and 
the  elderly  to  cope  as  best  they  can. 
Unless  international  agencies  and  or- 
ganizations step  in  to  ease  the  plight  of 
these  people,  many  will  die  of  starva- 
tion or  their  immunity  will  be  so  weak- 
ened as  to  make  them  subject  to  debili- 
tating diseases.  Alarmed  by  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  and  the  suffering  due  to 
the  AIDS  epidemic  in  southern  Africa, 
last  year  President  Bush,  during  his 
visit  to  several  of  these  countries,  prom- 
ised a  five  year  $15  billion  Emergency 
Plan  for  AIDS  Relief. 

As  late  as  this  Christmas  season,  we 
were  shocked  by  the  numbers  killed  or 
injured  by  the  earthquake  that  struck 
the  city  of  Bam  in  southeastern  Iran.  As 
many  as  30,000  were  reported  to  have 
died  in  the  rubble  with  up  to  40,000 
injured  in  this  terrible  disaster.  The  sur- 
vivors were  left  without  supplies  of 
water,  food,  electricity,  and  warm  cloth- 
ing, and  over  70  percent  of  the  homes 
in  the  area  were  destroyed  or  damaged. 
Despite  the  extensive  damage  wrought 
by  the  hurricanes  that  have  ravaged 
our  east  coast  in  recent  years,  we  have 
not  seen  devastation  of  such  magnitude 
and  loss  of  life  as  wrought  by  this  earth- 
quake. Because  this  disaster  was  so 
great  that  the  government  of  Iran  could 
not  respond  adequately  to  the  needs  of 
its  people,  other  countries,  including 
our  own,  have  been  asked  to  send  re- 
lief workers  and  supplies,  and  they  are 
doing  so. 

When  we  are  provided  with  informa- 
tion about  the  privation  and  hardships 
faced  by  the  poor  and  the  victims  of 
natural  disasters  in  our  country  and  in 
other  lands,  we  are  not  helpless  to  do 
something  to  alleviate  the  suffering.  In 
addition  to  the  ministries  offered  by 
our  denomination  both  at  home  and 
abroad  to  meet  such  needs  as  they  are 
charged  to  meet,  there  are  other 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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agencies  and  charitable  organizations 
that  are  doing  a  good  job  of  respond- 
ing to  crisis  situations  and  to  the  needs 
of  the  world's  poor.  We  are  all  familiar 
with  the  Salvation  Army  and  its  work 
in  such  situations.  Samaritan's  Purse 
and  The  Heifer  Project  are  also  doing 
great  work  in  various  parts  of  the 
world.  Among  these  agencies  that  have 
a  Christian  foundation  and  a  commit- 
ment to  respond  to  the  needy  all  across 
the  world,  there  is  one  that  has  special 
appeal  for  me.  It  is  World  Vision. 
Founded  in  1950,  World  Vision  de- 
scribes itself  as  "a  Christian  humani- 
tarian organization,  serving  the  world's 
poorest  children  and  families  in  nearly 
100  countries."  Anywhere  there  is  a 


natural  or  human-made  disaster  that 
leaves  children  and  their  families  in 
dire  need,  World  Vision  tries  to  respond 
in  the  most  appropriate  manner.  So  suc- 
cessful have  they  been  in  saving  lives, 
feeding  the  hungry,  providing  clean 
water,  clothing,  and  medical  supplies 
to  meet  critical  needs  among  popula- 
tions struck  by  disasters,  that  our  fed- 
eral government  has  made  grants  avail- 
able to  them  in  the  millions  of  dollars 
for  food;  manufacturers  have  contrib- 
uted clothing  and  shoes  for  the  poor; 
and  pharmaceutical  companies  have 
donated  large  quantities  of  medical 
supplies,  all  to  be  distributed  by  World 
Vision  in  various  parts  of  the  world 
where  the  needs  are  most  urgent.  In 


these  situations,  the  agency  seeks  con- 
tributions to  defray  the  cost  of  shipping 
these  items  to  their  destination. 

In  our  hearts,  we  all  know  that  God 
cares  about  those  who  are  least  able  to 
care  for  themselves.  The  Psalmist 
wrote:  "Defend  the  cause  of  the  weak 
and  fatherless;  maintain  the  rights  of 
the  poor  and  oppressed"  (Psalm  82:3 
niv).  Both  the  Law  and  the  Prophets  in 
the  Old  Testament  make  it  abundantly 
clear  that  God  is  concerned  for  the 
weak  and  the  poor.  Such  response  on 
our  part  to  the  weak  and  fatherless  and 
to  the  poorest  of  the  poor  is  a  means  of 
demonstrating  both  the  justice  and  the 
love  that  God  desires  from  His  faithful 
people. 


OfW&  InTERMATIONflL 


RACHEL'S  JOURNAL 
FROM  HER  SUMMER  IN  MEXICO  2003 

(as  documented  through  her  e-mails) 


Monday,  July  7, 
2003 

Things  are  still 
going  really  well! 
Let's  see...Piedras 
was  great!  I  almost 
lost  my  voice  be- 
cause I  was  a  little 
sick  and  had  a 
bunch  of  meetings, 
but  I  think  it  went  re- 
ally well.  I  learned  that 
it's  great  to  have  car  insurance  regardless 
of  how  much  it  costs.  Here,  there  is  almost 
no  car  insurance.  If  you  can't  get  things 
straightened  out  with  the  other  driver  be- 
fore the  police  get  there  and  you  were  at 
fault,  you  have  to  go  to  jail  until  you  can 
pay  all  the  damages  or  someone  can  post 
bail!  Yikes... makes  me  not  want  to  drive 
here!  I  got  back  to  Rosita  on  Saturday  in 
time  for  Reyna's  4th  birthday  party!  (She's 
one  of  the  grandchildren  in  my  family.) 
Then  we  went  to  the  plaza  because  the 
March  for  Jesus  through  Rosita  ended  there 
with  a  concert  and  Ismael  (one  of  my  broth- 
ers) was  in  the  band!  This  time,  I  remem- 
bered my  camera! 

When  we  were  getting  ready  to  meet  the 
second  team  at  the  hotel  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing to  head  back  to  Saltillo,  the  car  caught 
fire!  I  started  thanking  the  Lord  right  then! 
If  "my  dad"  (Brother  Aguero)  hadn't  started 


the  car  early  to  check  things  out,  we  would 
have  been  on  the  road  when  it  caught  fire. 
Who  knows  what  could  have  happened?!  I 
know  that  everyday  when  we  wake  up  it's 
because  we've  not  finished  our  work  here 
on  Earth,  but  I  was  reminded  of  that  in  a 
very  real  way  that  morning! 

We  finally  made  it  to  Saltillo  late  Sunday 
afternoon.  (It's  funny  how  the  Devil  always 
tries  to  mess  up  God's  work!.)  We  were  in 
the  church  "Christ  Is  Coming"  all  week.  I 
did  two  meetings  with  the  teens  at  that 
church  as  well!  The  preacher  and  his  fam- 
ily are  such  special  people  and  they  have  a 
great  testimony!  (He  healed  their  marriage! 
Ten  years  ago  they  were  going  to  divorce, 
and  now  they  serve  God  together  as  a  team! 
Wow!  How  huge  is  our  God?!).  I  think  that's 
been  the  big  thing  God  is  teaching  me  this 
summer... that  God  is  a  God  who  heals 
hearts  of  sin  sickness  and  who  makes  huge 
changes  in  people's  lives. 

On  Saturday,  we  came  back  to  Rosita,  and 
here  I  am!  I'll  be  here  the  rest  of  the  week 
doing  3  Bible  Schools — one  in  the  church 
in  Rosita,  one  at  the  house,  and  one  at  the 
church  in  Sabinas!  Then  I  will  head  back  to 
Saltillo  for  one  more  week  with  the  last 
team.  Then,  late  the  following  Sunday,  I'll 
be  back  in  Clayton  (with  very  mixed  emo- 
tions!). I  guess  that's  about  all.  I  just  ask  y'all 
to  pray  for  the  Bible  Schools  this  week  and 
for  the  team's  work  in  Saltillo  next  week.  I 


also  sprained  my  ankle  yesterday.  (At  least 
I  think  that's  what  I  did.  It's  all  kinds  of 
pretty  colors  and  pretty  swollen.)  I  can't 
really  sit  with  it  propped  up  and,  as  I  told 
you  earlier,  the  car  doesn't  work,  so  I  have 
to  walk  quite  a  bit!  So  pray  that  God  will 
heal  it  quickly  so  that  He  can  receive  honor 
for  the  healing!  As  always,  I'm  trying  to  fig- 
ure out  what  I  need  to  learn  from  this  acci- 
dent?! I'll  let  you  know  when  I  figure  that 
out! 

Friday,  July  25,  2003 

Wow!  I  can't  believe  that  I'm  back,  and 
it's  almost  time  to  start  school  again.  I 
thought  I  would  write  one  more  entry  to 
tell  about  the  rest  of  my  trip  and  to  leave 
you  with  a  few  prayer  requests.  The  last 
time  I  wrote  to  you,  I  was  starting  Bible 
School  in  the  churches  in  Sabinas  and  Rosita 
and  at  "my  house"  in  Rosita!  There  were 
tons  of  kids  in  all  three  locations!  God  re- 
ally provided . .  .somehow  my  ankle  and  my 
throat  held  up  all  week. 

The  church  in  Sabinas — El  Buen  Pastor 
(The  Good  Shepherd)  has  been  through  a 
lot  in  the  last  couple  of  years.  They  just  got 
a  new  preacher  about  4  months  ago,  and 
they  are  trying  to  rebuild  the  church.  The 
first  two  days  of  Bible  School  there  were  71 
and  88  kids,  so  a  couple  of  the  volunteers 
wrote  down  the  names  and  addresses  of  all 
of  the  children  who  came  each  day.  They 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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have  a  lot  of  work  before  them,  but  Brother 
Federico  (the  preacher)  is  ready  and  will- 
ing to  serve  the  Lord  however  he  can.  Be  in 
prayer  for  them  (El  Buen  Pastor  and  the 
Federico  Vega  family)  because  it's  hard  to 
be  in  a  new  city  away  from  your  family  and 
trying  to  build  a  church. 

The  Bible  school  at  the  house  went  really 
well,  also!  I  was  thinking  back  to  the  first 
summer  I  did  Bible  School  there. ..I  didn't 
think  that  anyone  was  going  to  come.  Fi- 
nally, somewhere  around  10  kids  showed 
up  (about  30  minutes  late).  Now  about  30- 
40  kids  come  and  they  get  there  early  and 
stay  late  to  play!  Over  the  past  4  summers, 
many  of  the  neighborhood  kids  have 
started  attending  nearby  churches,  and  I 
can  tell  such  a  difference  in  their  behavior 
and  their  attitudes.  I  praise  God  for  the 
growth  that  He's  let  me  see  in  many  of  these 
kids!  Keep  praying  for  the  kids  in  Nueva 
Imagen  (New  Image — that's  the  name  of 
the  neighborhood). 

The  last  day,  we  were  singing  the  famous 
"Frog  Song"  and  one  of  the  new  boys  said, 
"I  already  know  this  song.  Some  Americans 
came  to  the  Casa  Hogar  (a  children's  home 
between  Rosita  and  Sabinas)  two  years  ago 
and  taught  us  this  song.  They  had  puppets, 
too."  I  couldn't  believe  it... that  was  us... I 
was  there!  I'm  amazed  at  how  God's  plan 


The  congregation  during  dedication  of  mu- 
sical instruments  reaching  out  their  hands. 


October  12,  2003,  was  a  day  of  great 
rejoicing  and  celebration  of  God's 
goodness  through  praise  and  worship. 
A  year  ago,  we  declared  and  believed 
that  God  could  supply  all  our  needs  for 
praise  and  worship,  crusades,  revivals, 
and  evangelism.  I  challenged  the 
church  to  increase  their  faith  and  be- 
lieve in  the  unseen  things.  Praise  the 
Lord,  everyone  accepted  the  challenge 
and  made  a  faith  pledge  for  these 
needs.  After  a  few  months,  God  hon- 
ored the  faith  of  His  people. . .  "According 
to  your  faith  be  it  unto  you"  (Matthew 
9:29b). 

On  October  12,  2003,  we  dedicated 
the  complete  musical  instruments  and 


works  together  so  well!  We  could  never 
plan  anything  as  well  as  He  does!  Their 
aunt,  who  lives  2  or  3  houses  down  from 
"my  house,"  adopted  the  boy  and  3  of  his 
siblings.  I  was  so  excited!  Those  of  you  who 
work  with  kids. .  .remember  to  watch  what 
you  say  and  do!  They  are  paying  attention 
to  us,  and  God  can  use  us  even  if  we  never 
realize  the  future  impact! 

On  Sunday  morning,  we  went  to  meet  the 
team  at  their  hotel.  (We  rode  in  the  car 
again.  Apparently,  it's  fixed  now,  but  I  was 
still  praying  the  whole  way  there  that  we 
would  make  it  safely!)  The  last  week  in 
Saltillo. .  .1  don't  even  know  if  I  have  the 
words  to  describe  it  all!  My  heart's  still  so 
sensitive... We  went  to  an  orphanage  the 
first  day  we  were  there.  It  was  an  old  Haci- 
enda (something  like  the  plantations  in  the 
Old  South)  that  has  been  fixed  up  over  the 
last  14  years.  There  were  only  12  kids,  but 
the  remodeling  is  almost  done  and  they 
should  be  able  to  have  about  25-30  kids. 
The  husband  and  wife  who  run  it  are  Chris- 
tians, but  they  aren't  supported  by  a  church. 
They  live  by  faith  that  God  will  provide  for 
their  needs!  I  could  have  stayed  there! 
Those  kids  were  precious  and  so  loving. 

The  rest  of  the  week  the  team  did  Bible 
School  and  Women's  Bible  study  in  the 
neighborhood  where  the  new  church  was 


The  musicians,  worship  team,  president,  and 
elder  joined  with  the  pastor  for  prayer  of 
dedication. 


sound  system  in  partnership  with  our 
beloved  brethren  in  North  Carolina 
through  the  Rev.  Harold  Jones.  Glory 
to  God! 

As  our  praises  and  worship  to  God 
increased,  God's  blessings  increased. 
We  continue  to  build  our  faith.  We 
know  we  have  more  from  God  as  we 
continue  to  listen  and  obey  His  voice 
through  the  Holy  Spirit.  We  will  never 
stop  trying  to  achieve  greater  things  for 
God.  We  believe  God  for  a  vehicle  to 
complete  the  need  for  mobile  evange- 
lism crusades.  We  are  the  unstoppable 
achiever  for  God's  Kingdom. 
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being  built.  Again,  I'll  ask  you  to  pray  for 
them  and  the  new  growth  that  is  starting 
there.  Brother  Domitilo  Hernandez  is  the 
preacher,  and  the  church  is  Sinai.  Pray  he 
and  his  wife  (Sister  Linda)  will  be  useful 
for  edifying  the  body  of  believers  there  in 
Saltillo.  (Sinai  already  had  a  church  build- 
ing, but  it  was  too  small  for  their  needs  and 
in  a  really  bad  location.)  Friday  night,  we 
had  the  dedication  service  that  was  really 
awesome. .  .the  new  sanctuary  was  packed! 
I  translated  for  the  first  time  for  Mr.  Harold 
(English  to  Spanish)  that  night.  I  was  so  ner- 
vous, but,  like  always,  God  was  with  me 
and  gave  me  the  right  words  to  say!  (Ear- 
lier that  week,  I  also  translated  for  my  first 
message... this  time  Spanish  to  English.  I 
think  they  are  trying  to  ease  me  into  all  of 
this.  I  always  ask  God  to  take  me  out  of  my 
comfort  zone,  and  I  guess  I've  gotten  pretty 
comfortable  translating  for  the  children. .  .so 
it  was  time.) 

Well,  I  guess  I  should  go. .  .1  could  talk  all 
night  about  everything  that  happened  this 
summer,  but  I'll  save  some  stories  for  when 
I  see  you!  I  can't  ever  thank  you  enough  for 
all  of  your  prayers!  As  Christians,  that's 
where  our  strength  is,  and  I'm  grateful  to 
know  y'all  were  lifting  me  up  along  with 
everyone  I  came  in  contact  with.  Take  care 
and  God  bless! 

GOD  BLESS  YOU 
BRETHREN 

Maria  Victoria  Negras, 
delos  Santos  Mexico.  Al- 

though I 

have  not  been  long  in  the  ways  of  the 
Lord,  I  am  very  much  strengthened. 
Ever  since  I  began  attending  the 
church,  I  have  greatly  felt  the  presence 
of  the  Lord  in  my  life.  It  is  my  hope  to 
continue  forward  with  my  children, 
since  my  husband  does  not  serve  the 
Lord.  I  have  placed  my  faith  in  God, 
and  I  am  sure  that  one  day  he,  too,  will 
serve  the  Lord.  This  is  the  testimony 
that  I  want  to  share  with  you.  Let  us 
continue  forward,  for  the  Lord  has 
great  things  for  us. 


GOD'S  SUPPLY 

by  The  Reverend  Eder  M.  Peralta,  Pastor 
Brooke's  Point  FWB  Church,  Palawan,  Philippines 


ANNUAL  WORLD  MISSIONS  CONFERENCE 

Sunday,  March  21,  2004 

College  Hall,  Mount  Olive  College 

5:00-8:00  p.m. 

Sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

(OFWB  International) 
Guests:  Anil  and  Mala  Lall  from  India 
Schedule: 
First  Session — 5:00  p.m. 
Light  Meal— 6:00  p.m. 
Final  Session — 7:00  p.m. 
Special  Music:  The  Falconettes  and  Falconaires 
of  Wayne  County 


Anil  and  Mala  are  now  leading  our  work 
in  India.  This  will  be  their  first  visit  to  North 
Carolina.  Please  come  and  meet  them.  It  will 
be  a  great  encouragement  to  them.  They  will 
bring  the  latest  news  from  India.  We 
encourage  all  of  you  to  mark  this  date  on 
your  calendar  and  attend  the  Missions 
Conference.  This  will  be  an  exciting  time  of 
fellowship,  worship,  and  music.  Plan  now 
to  attend. 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE— RESPONSE  NEEDED 


A  light  meal  will  be  served,  at  no  charge,  but  in  order  to  prepare 
the  proper  amount  of  food  we  need  to  know  how  many  will  be 
attending  from  each  church.  Please  call  our  office  (252)  746-4963  by 
March  16,  and  give  the  church  name  and  the  number  that  will  be 
attending.  (If  no  one  is  in  the  office,  please  leave  the  information  on 
the  answering  machine.) 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS  ANNUAL  TELETHON 


SUNDAY,  MARCH  28,  2004 

THEME:  "What  About  Them?" 

THEME  VERSE:  "If  a  brother  or  sister  be  naked,  and 
destitute  of  daily  food,  And  one  of  you  say  unto  them,  Depart 
in  peace,  be  ye  warmed  and  filled;  notwithstanding  ye  give 
them  not  those  things  which  are  needful  to  the  body;  what 
doth  it  profit?"  (James  2:15-17). 


(252)  746-4963 

Call  in  your  special  offering 
between  1:30  p.m.  and  5:30  p.m. 


GOAL:  A  total  of  $185,000  in  gifts 

DAY  OF  PRAYER  FOR  REVIVAL  AND  WORLD  MISSIONS— MARCH  28,  2004 


PRAYER  GOAL  2004:  All  churches  joining  together  in  united  prayer 
during  the  Morning  Worship  Hour,  March  28, 2004.  LET  US  PRAY! 
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YOUNG  ARTIST 
FINDS  INSPIRATION  AT  MOC 

by  Erin  Brescia 

The  first  time  Tyler  Barwick  of  Mount  Olive  saw 
Vincent  Van  Gogh's  "Starry  Night,"  she  knew  it  would 
always  remain  her  favorite  piece.  Since  then,  she  has 
studied  other  works  by  her  favorite  artist,  which  even- 
tually led  her  to  pursue  an  art  degree  at  Mount  Olive 
College. 

The  freshman  Fine  Arts  major  grew  up  in  Mount 
Olive  and  graduated  from  Southern  Wayne  High 
School  in  May  2003. 

Although  she  lives  off  campus,  Barwick  still  finds 
the  time  to  participate  in  a  variety  of  activities.  She  is 
involved  in  the  Art  Club,  the  Campus  Activity  Board, 
Student  Government  Association,  the  Commuters 
Club,  and  Fellowship  of  Christian  Students  among  others.  "Mount  Olive  College 
offers  so  many  opportunities  to  develop  and  nurture  your  beliefs,  whether  through 
clubs,  chapel  services,  or  other  activities." 

Barwick  attends  Northeast  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  where  she  is  ac- 
tively involved  in  the  youth  group.  "I  think  my  church  family  appreciates  the  fact 
that  I  am  attending  a  college  that  is  affiliated  with  our  church,"  she  said.  "My 
relationship  with  the  Lord  has  definitely  grown  since  I  came  here." 

The  tight-knit  group  of  art  students  at  Mount  Olive  College  appeals  to  Barwick, 
also.  "I'm  enjoying  the  art  program,"  she  said.  "It  seems  like  we  have  our  own 
little  community  over  in  Laughinghouse  Hall." 

She  is  currently  taking  drawing  and  photography  classes  but  enjoys  painting  in 
her  free  time.  "It  is  such  a  wonderful,  forgiving  medium  to  work  with,"  she  said. 

After  graduation,  Barwick  plans  to  stay  in  the  area  and  pursue  a  career  in  art.  "I 
love  Mount  Olive  and  could  never  imagine  leaving  it  behind,"  she  said.  "As  a 
smaller  college,  Mount  Olive  College  offers  more  opportunities  and  individual 
attention.  I  enjoy  the  classes  and  have  met  some  of  the  nicest  people." 

Barwick  is  the  daughter  of  Ken  and  Debra  Barwick.  She  plans  to  graduate  from 
Mount  Olive  College  in  2007. 

CATALOGING  LIBRARIAN  NEEDED 

Mount  Olive  College,  a  private  baccalaureate  liberal  arts  institution  with  mul- 
tiple locations,  is  affiliated  with  the  Convention  of  Free  Will  Baptists.  The  college 
is  accredited  by  the  Commission  on  Colleges  of  the  Southern  Association  of  Col- 
leges and  Schools.  Visit  us  at  our  website:  <www.moc.edu>. 

The  College  has  the  immediate  need  to  fill  the  position  of  Cataloging  Librarian: 

Responsible  for  all  aspects  of  cataloging  including  some  original  cataloging  for 
a  special  collection;  maintaining  the  online  catalog;  performing  some  reference 
and  bibliographic  instruction  duties,  and  supervising  work  study  students.  This 
is  a  12  month  position  with  full  benefits. 

Qualifications:  MSLS/MLIS  from  an  ALA-accredited  program  preferred;  knowl- 
edge and  application  of  AACR2,  LC  classification  scheme,  subject  headings  and 
MARC  format;  strong  service  orientation  and  attention  to  detail;  effective  oral 
and  written  communications  skills.  Some  night  work  is  required. 

Please  send  resume,  transcripts,  and  three  letters  of  reference  to:  Ellen  S.  Jor- 
dan, Ph.D.,  Vice  President  for  Academic  Affairs,  Mount  Olive  College,  634 
Henderson  St.,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365;  e-mail:  <mholmes@moc.edu>  or  phone, 
(800)  653-0854. 


COMING  EVENTS 

Lorelle  F.  Martin  Science  Lecture  Thursday, 
March  18  •  7:30  p.m.  •  Rodgers  Chapel 
This  annual  lecture  will  feature  Dr.  Wendell 
McKenzie,  professor  of  genetics  at  NC  State  Uni- 
versity. The  title  of  Dr.  McKenzie's  lecture  will 
be  "Genetics  for  the  Future:  A  Time  for  Excel- 
lence." 

Faculty  Recital  Sunday,  March  28  •  7:00  p.m.  • 
Rodgers  Chapel 

Dr.  Alan  Armstrong,  pianist  and  cellist,  and 
Kevin  Kaufman,  clarinetist,  will  present  a  joint 
faculty  recital  featuring  Camille  Saint-Saen's  Car- 
nival of  the  Animals  and  Carl  M.  von  Weber 's  Clari- 
net Quintet  in  B-flat  Major.  Johnna  Nelson  will 
accompany  on  piano,  and  Dorothy  Whitley  will 
recite  the  poem  Ogden  Nash  wrote  to  be  per- 
formed with  Carnival  of  the  Animals. 

Vivian  B.  Harrison  Memorial  Lecture 
Tuesday,  April  6  •  9:30  a.m.  •  Rodgers  Chapel 
Samuel  E.  Balentine  will  be  the  guest  speaker  at 
the  2004  Vivian  B.  Harrison  Memorial  Lecture. 
Balentine  is  the  Russell  T.  Cherry  Professor  of  Old 
Testament  at  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Richmond  and  the  author  of  numerous  books, 
papers,  and  articles  regarding  theology.  The 
event  is  free  to  the  public.  For  more  information, 
contact  Dr.  Tyanna  Day  at  (919)  658-2502,  ext. 
3131. 

Spring  Fling 

Mount  Olive  College  Singers 
Thursday,  April  15  •  7:30  p.m. 
Mount  Olive  Historic  Assembly  Hall  •  205 
Wooten  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC 
The  theme  for  this  year's  event  will  be  "Around 
the  World  in  80  Days  Minutes"  and  will  feature 
a  mix  of  international /ethnic  dances  along  with 
a  variety  of  American  songs  from  Rock  to  Gos- 
pel. The  show  will  include  new  choreography 
by  Tara  Pertnick  and  Human  Kinetics,  along  with 
guest  instrumentalists.  For  more  information 
about  this  free  performance,  contact  Dr.  Larry 
Oldham,  at  (919)  658-7184. 

Business  Briefing 

Thursday,  April  22  •  7:30  a.m.  MOC  at  New  Bern 

•  2131  South  Glenburnie  Road 

Cam  McRae  is  the  slated  speaker  for  the  Spring 
Business  Breakfast  Briefing,  a  series  sponsored 
by  the  MOC  School  of  Business.  McRae  is  the  top 
shareholder  in  the  convention  of  investors  that 
owns  the  Kinston  Indians.  He  also  heads  Tands, 
Inc.,  the  parent  company  of  the  Bojangles  restau- 
rant chain.  The  one-hour  program  beings  at  8  a.m. 
and  is  preceded  by  a  breakfast  buffet  that  will 
begin  at  7:30  a.m.  The  cost  is  $15  for  pre-regis- 
tered  guests  and  $20  at  the  door.  To  register,  con- 
tact Dave  Amon  at  <damon@moc.edu.>  or  call 
(800)  653-0854,  ext.  3007. 

Spring  Concert 
MOC  Concert  Choir 

Friday,  April  23  •  8:00  p.m.  •  First  Baptist  Church 

•  300  N.  Chestnut,  Mount  Olive,  NC 

This  year's  program  is  dedicated  to  the  memory 
of  Mr.  C.B.  Hinnant,  member  of  the  MOC  Board 
of  Trustees  since  1984.  In  addition  to  sacred 
acappella  works,  the  Concert  Choir  will  perform 
the  Mozart  Missa  Brevis  in  B-flat  with  soloists  and 
orchestra. 
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DINNERS  GIVE 
OPPORTUNITY 
FOR  GOD'S  PEOPLE  TO 
HELP  OTHERS 

The  2003  dinner  season  experienced  a  most  unusual 
year.  After  the  passing  of  Hurricane  Isabel,  the  Pamlico 
County  Dinner  was  cancelled.  Two  other  dinners,  Carteret 
County  Dinner  and  Washington,  Martin,  Tyrell,  and 
Pasquotank  Counties'  Dinner  were  greatly  affected,  re- 
sulting in  a  decrease  in  their  dinner  gifts.  Even  though 
these  three  dinners  were  adversely  affected,  the  dinner 
season  ended  with  God's  people  standing  firm  in  their 
support  for  the  ministry  of  Christian  higher  education. 

Mrs.  Jean  F.  Ackiss,  director  of  church  support  and  co- 
ordinator of  the  dinners,  stated,  "We  thank  God  for  the 
faithful  support  of  the  FWB  Church.  More  than  ever  I  am 
aware  of  the  desire  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  to  have 
a  College  that  can  provide  educational  services  to  the 
Church." 

Below  is  a  report  of  each  dinner  listed  by  counties. 


BLOOD  DRIVE  SUCCESSFUL 


"I  don't  really  look  at  it  as  'giving  blood,'"  said  Joy 
Daughtry  of  LaGrange.  "It  is  giving  the  gift  of  life  to  an- 
other person.  You  never  know  who  is  going  to  benefit  from 
the  dontations  made,  and  what  circumstances  surround 
their  condition." 

The  recent  blood  drive  at  Mount  Olive  College  sur- . 
passed  its  goal  by  43  percent.  "In  all  my  years  of  coordi- 
nating the  blood  drive,  we  have  never  had  such  a  good 
turnout,"  stated  Julie  Beck,  director  of  student  activities. 

Daughtry  is  a  member  of  Westside  Church. 


2002 


Bridge 

Bridge 

County 

Builders 

Gifts 

Builders 

Beaufort 

61 

$  13,067 

67 

Carteret 

74 

$  17,501 

53 

Craven 

85 

$  25,545 

85 

Duplin 

80 

$  22,017 

71 

Edgecombe 

62 

$  10,460 

74 

Greene 

184 

$  43,425 

195 

Johnston-Wake 

217 

$  54,509 

217 

Jones 

33 

$  7,316 

32 

Lenoir 

123 

$25,017 

127 

Nash 

49 

$  9,283 

34 

Onslow- 

Brunswick 

28 

$  4,498 

26 

Pamlico 

38 

$  7,555 

0 

Pee  Dee 

72 

$  13,710 

52 

Pitt 

203 

$  43,376 

212 

Samp,  Harn, 

Cumb. 

184 

$  44,760 

201 

Wash.,  Mart., 

Tyrr.,  Pasq. 

83 

$  31,605 

69 

Wayne 

239 

$  75,819 

218 

Wilson 

218 

$  51,925 

242 

Total 

2,033 

$501,388 

1,975 

2003 


Over/ 

County 

Gifts 

Goal 

Under 

Chairman 

$  12,812 

$  12,425 

$  387 

Billy  Gurkin 

$  11,097 

$  17,425 

-$6,328 

Sheri  S.  Noonan 

Edgar  Pake,  Jr. 

$  24,454 

$  26,475 

-$2,021 

Angie  W.  Piner 

$  20,700 

$  22,375 

-$1,675 

Tommy  Benson 

$  10,907 

$  10,425 

$  482 

Ray  Williamson 

$  46,011 

$  43,250 

$  2,761 

Randy  Beaman 

Genevieve  M.  Taylor 

$  52,044 

$  54,275 

-$  2,231 

Keenan  Hinnant 

Wanda  Jones  Blow 

$  7,515 

$  7,375 

$  140 

Gene  Burkett 

$  26,041 

$  24,450 

$  1,591 

Cleo  S.  Hinson 

$  8,359 

$  9,825 

-$  1,466 

John  R.  Manning 

$  4,337 

$  4,850 

-$  513 

Ronnie  Parker 

0 

$  7,950 

-$  7,950 

Judy  Thaanum 

Beverly  Holton 

$  10,099 

$  13,700 

-$  3,601 

Danny  McPherson 

$  47,183 

$  44,225 

$  2,958 

Jane  T.  Tripp 

$  47,405 

$  44,300 

$  3,105 

Lee  Morton  Jernigan 

$  25,642 

$  32,000 

-$  6,358 

Lloyd  W.  Jones,  Jr. 

$  81,038 

$  72,825 

$8,213  " 

Barbara  Lancaster 

$  54,000 

$  51,600 

$  2,400 

Johnny  Sullivan 

$489,644 

$499,750 

-$10,106 
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DISASTER  RELIEF  MINISTRY  INDEBTED  TO  SUPPORTERS 


The  Harvest  Connection  Disaster 
Relief  Ministry  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  led  and  guided  by  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  Touching  Lives 
for  a  Lifetime,  provided  relief  to  vic- 
tims of  Hurricane  Isabel,  and  helped 
our  Church  to  help  its  constituency 
to  prevent,  prepare,  and  respond  to 
disaster. 

It  is  our  desire  in  developing  this 
ministry  to  be  committed  to  serving 
people  but  to  do  so  with  the  highest 
standards  of  urgency,  compassion, 
and  respect... and  to  develop  a  well- 
organized  volunteer  program  as  well 
as  a  ministry  with  a  strong  financial 
base. 

Even  though  we,  as  a  denomina- 
tion, were  not  prepared  when  Isabel 
struck,  within  two  weeks,  the  lead- 
ers along  with  the  President  of  our 
Convention  and  the  Director  of 
Home  Missions  and  Evangelism 
joined  together  by  organizing  a  food 
drive.  This  brought  a  response,  and 
we  began  to  receive  cash  donations, 
food,  water,  and  other  nonperishable 
goods.  Some  donors  requested  that 
their  donation  be  utilized  for  the  cost 
of  supplying  immediate  needs  of  the 
church's  disaster  and  their  requests 
were  honored. 

The  reply  from  our  churches  and 
individuals  to  support  the  disaster 
response  was  overwhelming.  The 
Harvest  Connection  along  with  many 
volunteers  forged  forward  to  provide 
assistance  to  our  churches  and  fami- 
lies. 

Some  of  the  services  provided 
were: 

•  Preparing  and  mailing  a  notice/ 
request  for  funds  and  goods  to 
assist  those  affected  by  the  disas- 
ter. 

•  Setting  up  collection  points  at  the 
following  churches: 


by  David  C.  Hansley,  Coordinator 

Spring  Hill,  Goldsboro,  NC 
Beaverdam,  Whiteville,  NC 
Free  Union,  Pinetown,  NC 
Juniper  Chapel,  Vanceboro,  NC 
Elm  Grove,  Ayden,  NC 
Marsh  Swamp,  Sims,  NC 
Spring  Branch,  Farmville,  NC 
Living  Faith,  Landis,  NC 
Roberts  Grove,  Spivey's 

Corner,  NC 
First  Church,  Kinston,  NC 

•  Setting  up  distribution  points  at: 

Davis  Church,  Davis,  NC 
Free  Union  Church,  Sea  Level,  NC 
Pilgrim's  Rest  Church,  Cedar 

Island,  NC 
Free  Union  Church,  Pinetown,  NC 
Fire  Station,  South  River,  NC 

•  Provided  the  vans  and  volunteers 
for  pick-up  and  delivery. 

•  Organized  a  team  for  distribution 
of  funds  assisting  nine  of  our 
churches  and  68  of  our  families. 

•  Placed  into  motion  The  Harvest 
Connection  Disaster  Relief  Min- 
istry and  secured  the  Rev.  David 
C.  Hansley  as  coordinator. 

•  Provided  information  and  train- 
ing for  work  teams. 

•  Collected  and  distributed  Kids 
Kare  boxes  to  needy  children  in 
affected  areas. 

The  Harvest  Connection  Disaster 
Relief  Ministry  along  with  the  Distri- 
bution Committee  and  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  Home  Missions  and 
Evangelism  THANKS  the  ministers; 
churches;  organizations;  ministries; 
teams;  volunteers;  federal,  state, 
county  municipal  agencies;  and  the 
North  Carolina  Interfaith  Disaster 
Response  for  your  responses  follow- 
ing this  tremendous  disaster. 

To  help  us  to  begin  The  Harvest 
Connection  Disaster  Relief  Ministry, 
we  thank: 

•  The  Eastern  Conference  for  the 
donation  of  $5,000  for  operational 
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expenses. 

•  Mrs.  Joan  Little  for  providing  a 
new  computer  and  printer. 

•  Gethsemane  Church  of  New 
Bern,  NC  for  the  24  foot  trailer  to 
be  used  for  tools  and  a  command 
center. 

•  The  anonymous  contribution  to 
assist  in  purchasing  the  2001  die- 
sel  truck  for  pulling  our  equip- 
ment trailer. 

•  The  38  memberships. 

•  Volunteers  to  serve  as  Assistant 
Coordinators: 

Team  and  Equipment  Coordina- 
tor, Mr.  Roy  Wetherington; 
Food  Coordinator,  the  Rev. 

Harold  Swinson; 
Tent  Coordinator,  the  Rev.  Tim 

Heath 

•  The  Sunday  School  Ministry  for 
providing  an  avenue  for  obtain- 
ing Emergency  Recovery  Kits. 

•  The  Retirement  Homes  Ministry 
for  providing  temporary  office 
and  storage  space. 

•  The  members  of  the  Distribution 
Committee. 

•  The  Board  of  Home  Missions  and 
Evangelism  for  their  vision  and 
willingness  to  underwrite  this  en- 
deavor and  to  give  birth  to  such 
a  compassionate  ministry. 

The  Board  of  Home  Missions  and 
Evangelism  and  The  Harvest  Con- 
nection Disaster  Relief  Ministry  are 
indebted  to  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists for  their  rapid  response  and  as- 
sistance and  are  thankful  for  your 
expressions  of  love  and  compassion 
during  this  time  of  urgent  need  and 
development  of  our  Disaster  Relief 
Ministry. 

If  your  church  or  organization  has 
not  responded,  we  encourage  you  to 
do  so  TODAY!  To  help  us  sustain  this 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


April 

is 
Home 
Missions 
and 
Evangelism 
Month 

Sunday, 
April  25,  2004 


Good  Shepherd  Sunday 


ministry  for  READINESS,  RE- 
SPONSE, and  RECOVERY,  we  need 
your  church  and  organization  to 
prayerfully  consider: 

A.  Placing  Disaster  Relief  Ministry 
in  your  budget.  Remember,  con- 
tributions are  needed  for  general 
operations,  equipment,  and  a 
contingency  fund  to  provide  im- 
mediate financial  assistance  for 
those  who  might  experience  the 
next  disaster. 

B.  Electing  a  Disaster  Relief  Coordi- 
nator for  your  church. 

C.  Providing  Emergency  Recovery 
Kits. 

D.  Establishing  teams  to  assist  with 
repairs  of  all  types. 

E.  Have  a  representative  to  share 
with  your  church  or  organiza- 
tion. 

For  further  inquiries  and  informa- 
tion about  the  Disaster  Relief  Minis- 
try and  how  you  can  become  in- 
volved: 

Call  (252)  746-4963  or  e-mail  us  at 
<assistant@ofwbhomemissions.org>. 
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EVENTS 

Mark  your  calendars.  May  is  our 
"Change  for  Children  Campaign."  In- 
formation will  be  mailed  to  the 
churches  in  the  near  future. 
May  16,  2004— Children's  Home  Day 

in  Churches 
July  11,  2004— 58th  Annual  Alumni 

Homecoming 
November  20,  2004— Friends  of 

Children's  Day 

Children's  Home  serves  41  children. 
During  February,  we  had  36  residents 
on  campus  at  the  Home,  15  boys  and 
21  girls.  Also,  we  have  5  girls  in  col- 
lege. These  children  come  from  14 
counties  throughout  eastern  North 
Carolina.  We  had  seven  residents  on  the 
A/B  Honor  Roll  for  the  first  semester 
of  school. 


Children's  None 


CAMPUS  VISITS 

On  January  14,  2004, 
the  Home  was  paid  a 
visit  by  three  members 
of  Masonic  Lodge  675, 
Washington,  NC:  Larry 
Riegel,  Harrison  Phelps, 
and  John  Riffert  (left  to 
right  in  the  photo). 
They  came  to  deliver  20 
bicycles  for  the  resi- 
dents at  the  Home. 
These  bikes  had  been 
collected  by  a  drive  that  was  sponsored  by  Edward  R.  Edwards. 

Although  the  weather  hasn't  been  appropriate  for  a  lot  of  bike  riding  yet, 
the  residents  are  looking  forward  to  many  sunny  days  of  bike  riding  exercise 
and  enjoyment. 


NEWSWORTHY 


We  were  recently  visited  by  Dorothy  Lewis, 
staff  writer  for  the  Rocky  Mount  Telegram.  On 
January  11,  2004,  the  front  page  article  of  the 
Rocky  Mount  Telegram  spotlighted  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home.  The  headline  read: 
"No  Place  Like  Home — Neglected  Kids  Find  a 
New  Kind  of  Family." 

Ms.  Lewis  interviewed  several  of  the  residents 
and  personnel  from  the  Home.  With  permission 
from  the  Rocky  Mount  Telegram,  1  have  in- 
cluded some  excerpts  from  the  paper. 

Abandoned,  abused  or  neglected 
children  can  be  found  nestled  in  cot- 
tages off  U.S.  64  in  Middlesex,  NC  with 
their  dog,  Brownie. 

More  than  30  children,  who  are  as 
young  as  9  years  old,  are  there  without 
parents  and  most  say  they  have  had  to 
fend  for  themselves  for  most  of  their 
lives. 

The  journey  the  children  have  taken 
to  get  to  the  cottages  at  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home  in  southern 
Nash  County  hasn't  been  easy,  they 
said.  Fifteen-year-old  Angela  traveled 
from  her  aunt's  home  in  Florida  last 
month  to  find  the  place  in  Middlesex 
where  she  said  she  finally  feels  com- 
fortable. "My  parents  were  alcoholics 
and  abandoned  my  brothers  and  me 
when  I  was  twelve  years  old.  I  was  liv- 
ing in  Pitt  County  at  the  time  and  went 
to  live  with  my  aunt  in  Florida.  But  one 
of  my  older  brothers  (Gene)  came  to 
live  here."  Despite  the  obstacles  Angela 
said  she  and  her  brothers  faced,  her 
older  brother,  Gene,  left  the  cottages 
when  he  turned  18  and  enrolled  in  Pitt 
Community  College.  However,  Gene's 
life  would  take  a  more  tragic  turn.  He 
could  not  find  the  love  he  had  been 
searching  for  all  of  his  life,  Angela  said. 
He  committed  suicide  on  December  1, 
2003. 

Angela  said  in  those  cottages,  she  has 
found  family  with  the  children  who 
came  from  all  over  eastern  North  Caro- 
lina including  Edgecombe  and  Nash 
Counties.  When  Angela  got  to  the  cot- 
tages, not  only  did  she  find  other  chil- 
dren who  could  identify  with  her  ex- 
periences, but  she  found  adults  who 
cared  for  her  well  being. 

About  35  adults  have  descended  on 
the  cottages  to  reach  out  to  abused  and 
neglected  children  and  form  what  is 


known  as  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home. 

The  Home,  which  consists  of  cottag- 
es and  a  church,  sits  on  100  acres  of 
farmland  off  NC  231  in  Middlesex. 
"The  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 
is  a  non-profit  agency  that  provides  a 
caring  residential  program  for  abused, 
neglected,  and  abandoned  children,  li- 
censed for  ages  5  to  18  years  old,"  said 
Ellen  Bayne,  the  Home's  Children  Ser- 
vices Director.  "All  of  the  children  we 
serve  are  referred  to  us  by  the  depart- 
ments of  Social  Services,"  said  Gary 
Lee,  Vice-President  of  the  Children's 
Home."  Many  of  the  children  here  are 
older  children.  With  older  children,  it 
can  be  difficult  finding  a  foster  or  adop- 
tive family  because  most  people  are 
looking  for  young  children.  Edge- 
combe and  Nash  Counties  refer  chil- 
dren to  the  Children's  Home  when  fos- 
ter families  cannot  be  found,"  Lee  said. 
He  said  the  Home  has  helped  1,700 
children  since  it  opened  its  door  83 
years  ago.  "When  it  is  possible,  we  try 
to  reunify  the  children  with  their  fami- 
lies, but  sometimes  that  isn't  possible, 
because  their  parents'  parental  rights 
have  been  terminated  by  court  order," 
Lee  said.  The  children  are  from  homes 
broken  by  alcohol,  mental  and  physi- 
cal illness,  crime,  poverty,  neglect,  de- 
sertion, or  death,  employees  at  the 
Home  said. 

Many  of  the  children  carry  emotional 
scars  as  a  result  of  their  past,  said  Dr. 
Bobby  Taylor,  the  home's  president. 
"Their  faith  and  confidence  in  them- 
selves and  their  world  has  been  shat- 
tered, and  they  no  longer  know  the  love 
and  security  of  a  family,"  Taylor  said. 
"We  must  be  able  to  comfort  [each] 
child  when  they  scream  in  the  middle 
of  the  night.  We  must  teach  each  child 
how  to  love  and  how  to  accept  it  in  re- 
turn." 

Adults  such  as  Bayne  live  at  the 
Home  without  their  own  families  in 
hopes  of  providing  a  structured  life  for 
children  who  have  been  abandoned, 
abused  or  neglected  by  their  natural 
parents.  "I  have  been  working  here 
since  1992,"  Bayne  said.  "I'm  divorced 
and  my  own  children  are  grown.  It's 
like  a  perpetual  pajama  party  here." 


Bayne  said  the  adults'  mission  is  to  pro- 
vide a  home  environment  as  normal  as 
possible  for  the  boys  and  girls  who  call 
the  cottages  home.  "We  make  sure  they 
do  their  homework,  and  they  all  have 
chores  to  do.  On  Sundays,  they  have 
to  be  up  to  go  to  church,"  she  said. 
"Many  of  the  children  participate  in  ex- 
tracurricular activities  at  school,  work, 
and  are  all  allowed  to  date,  but  our  dat- 
ing rules  are  strict  like  a  caring  family's 
rules  would  be." 

Jean  Lamm,  51,  staff  resident  man- 
ager, also  calls  the  cottage  home.  "I  en- 
joy being  here  with  the  children,"  she 
said  while  helping  prepare  a  meatloaf 
dinner  for  the  kids.  "We  do  something 
different  every  day  The  girls  and  I  go 
shopping,  go  to  the  movies,  and  have 
girl  talk."  Across  from  Lamm's  cottage, 
employee  Von  Smith,  42,  lives  in  the 
boys'  cottage.  "I  live  away  from  my 
own  kids,  but  these  kids  are  my  chil- 
dren, too,"  Smith  said. 

In  spite  of  the  circumstances  the  chil- 
dren have  endured,  smiling  faces  still 
abound  when  the  children  talk  about 
school,  life  in  the  cottages,  and  their 
friends. 

Toka,  17,  a  junior  at  Southern  Nash 
High  School,  said  she  feels  fortunate  to 
have  a  place  [she]  can  call  home.  "I've 
been  living  here  for  about  two  years, 
and  it's  a  nice  place  to  live,"  said  Toka, 
who  said  she  likes  to  listen  to  R&B  and 
gospel  music.  "I  feel  lucky  to  have  the 
meals  because  a  lot  of  people  in  the 
world  don't  have  food."  Toka  said  she 
misses  her  family,  but,  like  Angela,  she 
feels  she  has  forged  an  unbreakable 
bond  with  the  children  and  adults  she 
lives  with  at  the  Home. 

In  contrast,  17-year-old  Jennifer 
seems  to  have  conflicting  feelings  about 
living  at  the  Children's  Home.  "Some- 
times kids  at  school  will  ask  me  what  I 
did  wrong  to  be  living  here,"  said  Jen- 
nifer, a  Southern  Nash  High  School  se- 
nior. "I  try  to  explain  to  them  that  I 
didn't  do  anything  wrong." 

Toka  said  she  sometimes  fields  the 
same  questions  from  classmates  when 
they  see  her  get  out  of  one  of  the  white 
Children's  Home  cars.  "Yeah — they'll 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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be  like  'There  goes  the  Children's 
Home.'  But  it's  not  a  big  deal,"  Toka 
said. 

Bayne  is  quick  to  remind  the  girls 
they  are  there  through  no  fault  of  their 
own.  Jennifer  said  she  has  come  a  long 
way  from  the  day  she  came  to  live  at 
the  Home  two  years  ago.  "I  threatened 
to  run  away  when  I  first  came  here," 
Jennifer  said. "I  was  so  mad  at  my  so- 
cial worker." 

The  mood  appears  to  lighten  up  a  bit 
when  the  conversation  turns  to  dating, 
driver's  education,  and  the  upcoming 
prom.  "Toka,  you're  going  to  have  to 
get  a  prom  dress,"  Jennifer  said,  gig- 
gling and  smiling.  Jennifer  and  Toka 
met  up  later  with  Angela  while  she  was 
talking  about  her  brother  Gene's  death. 
Jennifer  and  Toka  both  knew  Angela's 
brother,  and  when  everyone  recalled 
memories  of  him,  Jennifer  began  to  cry. 
"He  was  just  so  awesome  and  I  could 
talk  to  him  about  anything,"  Jennifer 
said.  "I  miss  him  so  much."  Bayne  re- 
trieved some  tissue  to  wipe  away 
Jennifer's  tears.  Angela  then  reminded 
the  girls  that  the  adults  and  children  at 
the  Home  are  their  family.  "This  is  fam- 
ily— this  is  what  family  is  all  about," 
Angela  added.  "I  call  the  women  here 
mom  because  I  don't  have  to  worry 
about  them  abandoning  me.  Yeah,  this 
is  definitely  family." 


ANGELS  AMONG  US... 

by  Cynthia  Batten 

Just  recently,  I  was  blessed 
with  the  opportunity  of  visit- 
ing with  a  dear  elderly  lady. 
She  is  97  years  young.  For  the 
past  15  years,  she  has  sup- 
ported the  Children's  Home, 
not  only  with  her  prayers,  but 
with  her  gift  of  hand-made 
quilts.  These  quilts  are  made 
especially  for  single  beds, 
with  love  and  concern  in  ev- 
ery stitch.  They  are  used  here 
at  the  Home  and  are  given  as 
gifts  to  the  residents  who 
graduate  from  high  school. 
Due  to  health  reasons,  she  said  these  would  be  the  last  quilts  that  she  could 
make.  I  inquired  about  taking  her  photo  with  the  recent  quilts  she  donated, 
but  she  didn't  want  any  recognition.  She  said  that  she  made  the  quilts  to  help 
take  care  of  God's  children,  and  God  knows  her  heart  and  that  was  all  the 
recognition  she  needs.  Although  this  special  person  feels  that  her  gifts  were 
small,  it  confirms  the  saying  that  "little  is  much  when  God  is  in  it." 

After  my  visit,  I  felt  obligated  to  share  my  experience  with  other  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ.  It's  not  everyday  you  get  to  meet  an  "angel"  face-to-face. 
I'm  glad  I  had  the  opportunity  to  meet  this  very  special  lady. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  is  supported  by  many  special  people, 
just  like  the  elderly  lady  I  visited.  We  are  thankful  to  all;  together  we  are  mak- 
ing a  difference. 


(RAGMoriT  Assembly 


PARTNERSHIP  IN  MINISTRY 

Deacon /Pastor 
Enrichment  Seminar 
April  1-3, 2004 
Seminar  Leader:  Dr.  David  Hines 

Seminar  Sessions  will  center  on:  The  Deacon's  Calling  and  Christian  Walk 
The  Relationship  Between  the  Pastor  and  Deacon 
The  Deacon's  Relationship  and  Responsibilities  to  the  Church 

Cost:  $65  per  person 
(double  occupancy). 
Includes  all  meals  and  Main  Building  lodging. 
($55  per  person  dorm  lodging) 


Name 


Address 


City,  State,  Zip   

Telephone  

Preference  Dorm 


Main  Bldg. 


Return  with  $25  deposit 
(balance  due  upon  arrival)  to: 
Cragmont  Assembly 
1233  North  Fork  Road 
Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 

Make  checks  payable  to  Cragmont.  For  fur- 
ther information,  call  Bryant  Hines  at  (252) 
637-7171. 
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CRAGMONT 
SPRING  SWING 

Four  Man  Super  Ball  Tournament 
Friday,  March  26,  2004 

Carolina  Pines 
Golf  and  Country  Club 

REGISTRATION  FORM 
Carolina  Pines  Is  Located  Just  Off 
US  70 — Twelve  miles 

east  of  New  Bern 
Cost:  $50  per  Player 
$200  per  Team 
Format:  Four  Man  Super  Ball 
Two  Shotgun  Starts: 
8:30  a.m.  and  1:00  p.m. 
Tournament  Limited  to 
Twenty  Teams  Each  Start 
Start  Preferences  Granted 
On  A  First  Received  Basis 

Prizes  Awarded 
At  The  End  Of  The  Day 
Light  Lunch  Provided 

Make  Checks  Payable  To  Cragmont 
and  return  with  registration  form 
to:  Bryant  Hines,  203  Teachey 
Court,  New  Bern,  NC  28562;  Tele- 
phone: (252)  637-7171. 

Player  1  (captain)  

Address  

City,  State,  Zip  

Telephone  

E-mail  

Player  2  

Player  3  

Player  4  

Preferred  Starting  Time  (circle  one) 
8:30  a.m.  1:00  p.m. 


WEEKDAY 
RETREATS 

Weekday  (Monday-Thursday)  re- 
treats are  still  available  March-May 
2004,  for  individuals,  groups,  or  or- 
ganizations. We  would  be  happy  to 
help  arrange  outings  to  Biltmore 
House,  Historic  Hendersonville,  Pi- 
geon Forge,  and  the  Farmers  Market. 
Call  us  toll  free  at  (877)  669-7677  to 
learn  of  availabilities. 


BILTMORE  FESTIVAL  OF  FLOWERS 
April  19-21,  2004 

Come  enjoy  the  beautiful  colors  of  Spring  at  Biltmore  House.  This  week- 
day event  will  include  travel  to  Cragmont  on  Monday,  shopping  opportu- 
nities, a  lunch,  the  afternoon  at  the  beautiful  Biltmore  House  on  Tuesday, 
and  return  trip  on  Wednesday.  Transportation  will  follow  the  traditional 
US  264  and  70  corridors  and  will  depend  upon  demand.  The  $185  package 
includes  transportation,  Biltmore  House  tickets,  and  meals  and  lodging  at 
Cragmont  for  three  nights.  Fill  out  the  form  below  and  return  to  Cragmont 
with  your  $100  deposit.  For  further  information,  call  Bryant  Hines  at  (252) 
637-7171. 


Name 
Address 
City,  State,  Zip 
Telephone 

 Downstairs  room  requested  (first  come,  first  served  basis) 

Return  with  $100  deposit  payable  to: 
Cragmont,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 


WOMAN'S  CONFERENCE 

Morning  Star— April  16-18,  2004 

Speaker:  Miriam  Barrow  Lamm 

Name  

Address  

Phone  

Church  

If  due  to  health  reasons,  you  require  downstairs  accommodations,  please  check 
here:  Please  list  the  names  of  those  with  whom  you  would  like  to  room: 


Mail  this  registration  form  along  with  a  $20  deposit  to:  Teresa  M.  Ball,  6144 
Weyerhaeuser  Road,  Griffon,  NC  28530.  A  balance  of  $40  will  be  due  upon 
arrival  at  Cragmont.  Make  checks  payable  to:  Cragmont  Woman's  Conference. 

Mark  your  calendars  for  the  following  dates: 
Day  Spring  Conference:  June  7-12;  Speaker:  Marie  Glenn 
August  Woman's  Conference:  August  2-7;  Speaker:  TBA 
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SOMETHING  SPECIAL 
TO  PLAN  FOR  IN  2004... 

While  planning  your  church  calendar  this  year,  please  make  note  of  a  very  im- 
portant opportunity  to  help  Cragmont.  The  event  is  the  Cragmont  Cook-off  dur- 
ing our  Convention  month  of  June.  The  date  for  this  event  is  up  to  each  individual 
church — but  its  importance  cannot  be  overemphasized.  Late  winter  and  early 
spring  months  are  especially  difficult  at  Cragmont.  Attendance  and  income  are 
usually  low,  yet  expenses  are  high.  We  have  to  deal  with  the  high  cost  of  winter  as 
well  as  the  outflow  of  funds  needed  to  prepare  for  summer  camping.  The  cash 
flow  generated  by  the  Cragmont  Cook-off  is  vital  in  helping  us  in  this  area.  So 
give  us  a  day — any  day  in  June  you  like — sell  your  plates,  have  your  feed — and 
send  us  the  money!!  That  one  day  in  June  you  give  to  Cragmont  can  make  a  tre- 
mendous difference!!  Call  Bryant  at  (252)  637-7171  for  more  information.  He'll  be 
glad  to  help  you  plan  a  successful  Cragmont  Cook-off  this  June. 


IN  RESPONSE  TO  INQUIRIES... 

Thank  you  for  the  questions  and  responses  to  the  upcoming  events  at  Cragmont. 
Many  have  asked  questions  about  these  events  so  we'd  like  to  use  this  space  to 
answer  some  of  them.  In  response  to  the  upcoming  Deacon /Pastor  Seminar,  some 
have  asked  if  the  wives  were  invited.  The  answer  is  "Yes."  Wives  are  cordially 
invited  to  be  a  part  of  this  event  or  to  come  and  shop  while  hubby  is  in  class. 
Concerning  the  Cook-off  in  June,  I  have  received  notes  that  some  churches  do  not 
have  fundraisers,  or  that  they  have  had  little  success  when  trying  to  do  such  an 
event.  They  still  desire  to  be  supportive.  May  I  suggest  having  a  Sunday  night 
covered  dish  or  family  night  covered  dish  and  charge  $5  per  person?  It  would  be 
a  great  time  of  fellowship  for  your  church  and  much  needed  cash  flow  for 
Cragmont.  And  about  Bryant's  coming  to  churches  on  Sunday  mornings.  Does  he 
come  prepared  to  bring  a  message  or  simply  to  make  a  short  presentation  con- 
cerning the  ministry  of  Cragmont?  Bryant  comes  prepared  to  do  either  or  both. 
He  will  work  with  the  pastor  and  honor  either  request. 

Call  or  e-mail  us  with  your  questions,  we'll  try  our  best  to  keep  you  up-to-date 
on  all  of  the  Cragmont  happenings!  Bryant  can  be  reached  at  (252)  637-7171  or  e- 
mail  at  <bryanthines5@aol.com>. 


JULY  5-9,  2004 

Something  new  will  be  offered  this 
summer  we  are  hoping  you  and  your 
family  will  not  want  to  miss.  Because 
Youth  Frontier  YFA  and  Youth  Frontier 
AFC  are  combining  into  one  week, 
there  will  be  an  open  week  at 
Cragmont.  It  is  our  desire  to  offer  a 
time  that  will  appeal  to  the  families 
who  might  want  to  vacation  in  the 
mountains.  Our  idea  is  that  Cragmont 
will  function  as  a  place  for  "bed  & 
breakfast  &  blessing."  We  provide  the 
bed  and  prepare  a  nice  breakfast  with 
a  blessing  each  day.  You  then  may 
spend  your  day  sightseeing  around  the 
mountains.  A  devotional  service  is 
planned  for  Wednesday  evening  dur- 
ing the  week.  Another  feature  of  the 
week  is  that  you  may  stay  the  entire 
week  or  any  part  of  it.  The  cost  is  $15 
per  person  per  day.  This  includes  a 
night's  lodging  and  breakfast.  You 
may  register  for  this  week  immedi- 
ately. Call  our  toll  free  number  (877) 
669-7677  to  give  us  your  information. 
Or,  you  may  write  us  at  Cragmont, 
1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black 
Mountain,  NC  28711  or  e-mail  us  at 
<Cragmont@charter.net>.  We  will 
need  your  name,  address,  and  phone 
number.  To  register,  a  $15  per  person 
deposit  is  required  which  will  be  ap- 
plied to  your  stay.  We  accept  Ameri- 
can Express,  Visa,  MasterCard,  or  Dis- 
cover. Checks  should  be  made  out  to 
Cragmont.  Cancellation  30  days  prior 
to  July  5,  2004,  is  required  for  a  full  re- 
fund of  deposit. 


Sunday  School  Ministry 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SPARKPLUG 


by  Mary  Dudley,  Director  of  Sunday  School  Ministry 


The  2003-2004  theme  for  the  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptist  Convention  is  "Re- 
sponding to  God's  Call  by  Motivating 
Our  Workers."  Many  people  have  won- 
dered just  how  we  can  motivate  our 
workers  to  God's  service.  The  answer 
is  fairly  simple.  There  must,  first,  be 
people  who  are  committed  to  growth 
through  learning.  Learning  will  in  it- 
self cause  change.  The  people  must 


bathe  themselves  in  prayer  before  be- 
ginning anything,  especially  planning 
for  future  growth.  We  must  ask  God  to 
guide  our  thinking  and  we  must  take 
the  time  to  LISTEN  to  God  as  He  speaks 
to  and  through  our  hearts.  Oftentimes 
we  get  so  engrossed  in  asking  God  for 
"things"  that  we  forget  that  He  would 
like  the  opportunity  to  talk  to  us  and 
ask  us  to  do  "things"  for  Him.  As  we 


become  involved  in  prayer  and  IF  we 
truly  believe  in  answered  prayer,  we 
will  begin  to  involve  ourselves  in  learn- 
ing opportunities  and  activities  that 
will  aid  our  churches  in  evangelism, 
edifying,  and  equipping.  There  are 
many  useful  strategies  that  will  enable 
us  to  be  motivated  for  service  and  we 
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can  probably  find  them  already  in  op- 
eration in  our  churches  and  Sunday 
Schools.  Ask  yourselves  if  your  church 
or  Sunday  School  is  involved  in  any  of 
these  activities:  sending  cards,  sending 
flowers,  caring  for  the  sick  or  infirmed, 
caring  for  the  poor,  implementing  train- 
ing for  workers  and  leaders,  training 
for  new  converts,  carrying  bulletins  to 
those  who  are  shut  in  either  by  sick- 
ness or  providing  care,  providing  meals 
for  others,  involvement  in  community 
service,  volunteering  service  for  the  10 
ministries  of  our  denomination,  in- 
volvement in  youth  activities,  facilitat- 
ing field  trips  for  all  ages,  assisting  with 
VBS  at  mission  points,  assisting  older 
citizens  with  housework,  yardwork  or 
just  simply  reading  to  them,  sponsor- 
ing retreats  for  teachers  and/ or  work- 
ers, sponsoring  after-school  programs 
for  youth,  sponsoring  day-care  pro- 
grams for  preschoolers  and  senior  citi- 
zens, etc.  These  are  just  a  few  activities 
that  could  be  used  to  get  people  in- 
volved in  service  to  grow  the  Kingdom. 
So,  MOTIVATION  and  INVOLVE- 
MENT go  hand  in  hand  and  operate 
simultaneously.  Now,  in  order  for  this 
to  happen,  there  must  be  a  "sparkplug" 
to  get  and  keep  the  programs  going.  We 
know  that  sparkplugs  are  necessary  to 
keep  our  cars  running  so  the  "human 
sparkplugs"  are  needed  in  the  church 
to  keep  it  going.  Sparkplugs  can  come 
in  different  sizes  but  the  function  is  the 


same.  Just  as  they  need  to  be  joined  to 
the  correct  power  source,  so  do  we  if 
we  are  to  provide  dedicated  service  to 
our  Lord.  In  this  year  of  focusing  on 
motivation,  perhaps  we  need  to  find 
those  people  who  are  willing  to  be 
sparkplugs  in  each  of  our  churches.  Use 


bulletin  boards,  flyers,  bulletins,  bro- 
chures, and  other  means  to  publicize 
the  need  for  "sparkplugs"  in  God's 
Kingdom.  Below  you  will  find  an  ex- 
ample of  a  bulletin  board  that  could  be 
used  anywhere  in  the  church  to  pro- 
mote such  an  idea. 


"Will  you  be  a  sparkplug 
for  our  Sunday  School?" 


For  the  background  use  crumpled  paper.  You  can  either  use  pictures  of  sparkplugs  or 
real  ones  on  the  board  for  emphasis.  Use  pictures  of  people  in  your  church/Sunday  School 
to  emphasize  their  service  through  involvement.  You  might  even  show  photographs  of 
people  involved  in  some  of  the  outreach  activities  of  your  church.  Pray  and  stay  focused  on 
motivation  through  involvement. 


(onvtriTion  fltws 


MOTIVATING  OUR  WORKERS  THROUGH 
THE  MINISTRY  OF  LISTENING  TO  SERMONS 


This  article  is  intended  to  motivate 
our  workers  by  helping  them  realize 
that  an  important  aspect  of  ministry  is 
listening  to  sermons.  Most  of  us  have 
no  problem  with  the  idea  that  our 
pastor  is  engaged  in  ministry  as  he 
stands  behind  the  pulpit  on  Sunday 
morning  and  delivers  the  sermon.  The 
average  person  in  the  pew,  however, 
does  not  realize  that  they,  too,  are 
engaged  in  ministry  as  they  listen  to  the 


by  The  Reverend  Frank  Grubbs 

sermon.  The  time  spent  during  the 
week  by  the  pastor  in  sermon 
preparation  is  time  spent  in  ministry 
as  well.  As  a  general  rule,  for  every 
minute  preached  an  hour  has  been 
spent  in  preparation.  If  your  pastor  has 
preached  for  twenty  minutes, 
approximately  twenty  hours  has  been 
spent  in  sermon  preparation.  With  so 
much  time  dedicated  to  sermon 
preparation,  it  seems  logical  that  time 


should  be  dedicated  to  the  ministry  of 
listening  to  sermons. 

If  you  have  ever  left  a  worship 
service  feeling  unfulfilled  or  that  the 
sermon  just  did  not  minister  to  your 
spiritual  needs  there  are  steps  you  can 
take  to  get  better  sermons  without 
changing  churches  or  without  firing  the 
preacher.  There  are  steps  pastors  can 
take  to  see  that  fewer  of  our 
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parishioners  leave  the  worship  service 
unfulfilled  and  that  we  are  ministering 
to  spiritual  needs  through  our 
preaching.  What  follows  are  some 
thoughts,  suggestions,  lists,  even 
experiments  for  the  preacher  and  for 
those  who  have  to  endure  our 
preaching.  None  of  what  I  have  to  say 
is  exhaustive  and  it  is  only  some  of 
what  I  would  like  to  share  in  the  space 
allotted  for  this  article.  You  will  find  a 
list  of  resources  at  the  end  of  the  article 
if  you  would  like  to  read  and  study 
further  into  the  ministry  of  listening  to 
sermons. 

The  commitment  to  become  better 
listeners  and  proclaimers  of  the  Word 
of  God  is  the  necessary  first  step.  We 
Free  Will  Baptists  rightfully  pride 
ourselves  in  the  fact  that  God  has  given 
us  freedom  of  choice.  Each  of  us 
decides  to  listen  to  God's  Word  and  to 
follow  that  Word  once  it  has  been 
understood,  or  we  choose  to  neither 
listen  nor  follow.  In  Romans  10:17,  Paul 
says  that  faith  comes  by  hearing,  and 
that  hearing  comes  from  preaching 
Christ.  If  we  realize  that  God  is 
revealed  through  the  spoken  Word  it 
behooves  us  to  listen  closely  to  the 
words  spoken  from  the  pulpit.  Paul 
also  says  that  we  have  been  given  the 
"ministry  of  reconciliation"  (2 
Corinthians  5:18).  In  order  for  us  to  be 
reconcilers,  we  must  be  willing  to  hear 
the  Word  of  God,  and  in  response  speak 
the  Word  to  others.  The  ministry  of 
reconciliation  is  for  every  member  of 
the  body  of  Christ,  not  just  to  the 
ordained  clergy. 

At  this  point,  allow  me  to  mention  a 
few  obstacles  that  must  be  overcome 
before  we  truly  become  attentive 
listeners.  The  first  of  these  is  that  we 
tend  toward  selective  listening,  thereby 
ignoring  much  of  what  we  hear.  I  have 
found  that  this  is  not  just  a  tendency 
but  also  a  necessity  in  the  noisy  world 
in  which  we  live.  My  hearing  is  not 
what  it  used  to  be  and  I  have  to 
prioritize  and  tune  in  and  out  to  each 
sound.  Listening  has  become  hard 
work  and  when  we  enter  an 
environment  where  listening  is  not  so 
hard  we  tend  to  let  our  mind  wonder 
or  we  become  so  relaxed  that  we  doze. 
Selective  listening,  however,  can  be 
used  to  our  advantage.  Listening  is  an 
active,  not  a  passive,  process.  It  is  very 


important  to  view  your  listening  as 
every  bit  as  active  as  the  task  of  the 
preacher  delivering  the  sermon.  You 
are  not  a  spectator  in  the  stands.  You 
are  not  in  church  to  be  entertained. 
Communication  does  not  occur  if  the 
message  is  not  heard  and  appropriate 
responses  are  not  made  to  the  message. 

Three  obstacles  stand  in  the  way  of 
every  person  in  the  pew  to  the  attentive 
listening  for  the  Word  of  God  in  church: 
we  do  not  like  to  sit  still;  we  resist 
change;  and  we  resist  the  fact  that  we 
are  dependent  upon  God.  Let  us  briefly 
consider  each  of  these  points. 

It  goes  against  our  busy  routine  to 
sit  still  for  very  long.  Just  because  we 
are  physically  present  does  not  mean 
that  we  are  spiritually  or  mentally 
present.  We  have  to  make  an  effort  to 
focus  our  attention  and  calm  our 
restlessness  in  order  to  discover  God's 
Word  in  the  morning  message. 

A  good  sermon  always  demands 
change  in  our  lives.  Yet,  being  the 
creatures  of  habit  that  we  are,  we  resist 
change.  We  do  not  want  to  be  taken  out 
of  our  comfort  zone  and  we  will  resist 
any  effort  to  do  so.  As  followers  of 
Christ  we  do  well  to  recognize  our 
strong  resistance  to  change.  To  come 
near  to  God  is  to  change  where  we  are 
now  and  each  day  should  be  a  closer 
walk  with  God. 

Are  we  dependent  on  God?  We  most 
certainly  are  whether  we  realize  it  or 
not.  We  like  to  think  that  we  are 
independent,  self-reliant,  self- 
sufficient,  and  away  from  being  bound 
by  anything  or  anyone.  The  Gospel, 
however,  is  a  call  to  dependence  on 
God  and  a  choice  of  interdependence 
on  one  another.  Do  not  let  pride  and  a 
limited  vision  cloud  the  fact  that  all 
human  beings  need  God  at  the  center 
of  their  being  in  order  to  make  life 
complete. 

If  we  view  listening  as  something  we 
do  with  effort  and  purpose,  we  realize 
that  whether  or  not  we  listen  to  a 
sermon  is  largely  determined  before  we 
get  to  church  for  the  service.  What  we 
get  out  of  worship  is  determined  by  the 
attitude  we  bring  to  worship.  Are  there 
preparations  we  can  take  to  improve 
our  changes  of  benefiting  from  the 
worship  experience?  Let  me  list  ten 
things  you  can  do  to  get  better  sermons. 
I  will  keep  my  elaborations  to  a 
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minimum  and  I  leave  the  application 
to  you. 

1 .  Practice  your  prayer  lif e  during  the 
week  and  attend  mid-week  prayer 
services. 

2.  Read  and  meditate  on  the 
Scriptures.  If  you  know  the  lessons  for 
the  week  pay  special  attention  to  these 
Scriptures.  Wednesday  night  Bible 
Study  is  an  excellent  time  to  share  the 
text  or  lessons  of  the  week  and  the 
direction  for  the  sermon.  Pastors,  let 
your  people  know  the  Scriptures  you 
will  be  using  so  they  can  better  prepare. 

3.  When  you  enter  the  sanctuary  be 
ready  to  participate  in  all  aspects  of  the 
service.  Be  alert  and  let  some 
adrenaline  flow. 

4.  Recollect  yourself  before  the 
sermon  begins.  Concentrate  and  try  to 
catch  the  real  message  of  the  sermon. 
Pastors,  you  might  want  to  provide  an 
outline  or  print  the  summary  of  your 
sermon  in  the  bulletin. 

5.  Give  your  undivided  attention  to 
the  sermon. 

6.  React  to  what  is  being  said  and  ask 
God  to  help  you  apply  what  you  hear 
to  your  life.  It  is  easy  to  apply  a  sermon 
to  your  neighbor,  but  it  is  a  growth 
experience  to  apply  it  to  your  own  life. 

7.  Be  appreciative  of  the  message  and 
the  messenger. 

8.  Have  a  good  attitude  toward  the 
preacher.  To  help  develop  a  good 
attitude,  be  in  prayer  for  your  pastor 
as  he  prepares  to  preach.  Let  your 
pastor  know  that  you  are  praying  for 
him.  Become  his  personal  prayer 
partner.  I  do  not  know  where  I  heard 
this  but  it  is  a  good  quote,  "One  reason 
there  is  poor  preaching  in  the  pulpit  is 
that  there  is  poor  praying  in  the  pews." 

9.  You  might  even  suggest  topics  for 
future  sermons.  Do  not  impose  topics 
but  you  may  suggest  topics. 

10.  Contribute  toward  good 
amplification  equipment.  Even  if  the 
sanctuary  has  the  best  acoustics 
possible  those  who  have  hearing 
deficiencies  and  the  nursery  attendants 
should  be  considered. 

Now  that  you  have  listened  to  the 
sermon  and  have  grasped  its  message, 
you  should  ask.  "What  of  it?  How  shall 
I  respond  to  the  message?"  You  are  no 
longer  just  a  listener  of  the  Word  you 
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must  now  become  a  "doer  of  the  Word" 
(James  1:22).  The  sermon  should  have 
an  effect  on  our  personal  habits,  our 
daily  work,  actions  and  attitudes,  and 
in  our  relationships  with  others. 

In  order  for  a  sermon  to  have  an 
impact  on  our  lives  some  retention 
must  take  place.  I  admire  people  who 
can  recall  the  mental  notes  they  took 
of  the  sermon.  Others  may  find  it 
helpful  to  write  notes  or  keep  a  sermon 
journal.  Pastors,  you  may  find  that  your 
people  will  retain  what  you  say  if  you 
give  them  an  outline  or  a  list  of  key 
points  with  room  to  take  notes.  The 
sermon  should  not  end  with  the 
service.  The  sermon  is  a  proclamation 
that  should  continue  to  live  in  our  daily 
lives  long  after  it  has  been  delivered.  I 
have  often  thought  that  it  would  be 
helpful  (not  to  mention  humbling)  to 
invite  individuals  to  share  with  me 
their  experiences  in  worship  and 
especially  the  sermon.  Maybe  one  day 
I'll  drop  my  defenses  enough  to  allow 
my  congregation  an  informal  time  to 


respond  to  my  preaching.  Perhaps  an 
e-mail  community  could  be  formed  or 
a  special  time  set  aside  after  the  service 
to  examine  its  validity.  I  think  the 
overall  ministry  of  the  church  would 
be  given  a  boost  if  sermons  were 
discussed,  debated,  and  kept  alive  as 
shared  experiences. 

I  conclude  with  a  piece  of  advice 
from  our  Lord,  "If  you  have  ears, 
listen!"  (Mark  4:9  tlb).  In  a  noisy  world 
we  have  to  make  an  effort  to  hear  God's 
voice.  May  God  grant  us  the  wisdom 
to  discern  His  voice  from  all  the  noise 
that  is  out  there.  And  may  He  bless  us 
in  our  ministry  of  listening  to  sermons. 

I  welcome  your  responses.  E-mail: 
<selmaofwb@msn.com> 
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Adler,  Mortimer  J.  How  to  Speak/How  to 
Listen.  New  York:  Collier  Books, 
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Press,  1965.  Practical  help  for  those 
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difficult  to  find. 

Nichols,  Michael  P.  The  Lost  Art  of 
Listening  (How  Learning  to  Listen  Can 
Improve  Relationships).  New  York: 
The  Guilford  Press,  1995.  A  self-help 
guide  to  listening. 

Parks,  Houston.  Listening  to  Sermons. 
Nashville:  Discipleship  Resources, 
1989.  A  good  read  for  the  lay 
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on  the  Common  Lectionary. 
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YOUTH  CONVENTION  MISSION  TRIP 

The  next  mission  trip  sponsored  by  the  Youth  Convention  OFWB  will  be  to 
Nashville,  TN,  July  14-18,  2004.  Slots  for  the  trip  are  currently  being  filled.  If 
you  are  interested  in  going,  please  contact  Scott  Lane,  Assistant  Director,  Youth 
Convention  OFWB  at  (919)  736-1423  by  March  1. 

IT'S  A  JUNGLE  OUT  THERE! 

by  Scott  Lane 


WESTERN 
DISTRICT 
YOUTH  NEWS 

The  Western  District  Youth  met  on 
January  24,  at  Rains  Crossroads 
Church.  Pastor  Doug  Seymour  and 
Blended  Fellowship  presented  their 
program  for  the  youth  rally.  They 
"rocked"  the  full  church  with  their 
songs  and  sign  language. 

Everyone  was  inspired  by  their 
high  energy  and  physical  expression 
of  worship,  and  got  everyone  in  the 
audience  involved.  Over  $500  was 
given  to  Blended  Fellowship  for  their 
ministry  from  the  Western  District 
Youth  and  those  in  attendance. 

Next  up  is  the  Western  District 
Youth  Convention  on  March  26-27  at 
Kenly  Church.  If  your  church  is  in- 
terested in  more  information  about 
the  Western  District  Youth  Program, 
contact  Scott  Lane,  Western  District 
Youth  Director,  at  (919)  736-1423. 


The  Youth  Convention  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  extends  to  you  an  in- 
vitation to  join  us  on  our  next  mission 
trip  to  Nashville,  TN,  July  14-18,  2004. 

The  focus  of  our  trip  is  to  share  the 
Gospel.  At  the  present  time,  I  am  in 
contact  with  a  few  different  outreach 
organizations.  Right  now,  I  cannot  say 
exactly  what  we  will  be  doing,  but  I  will 
inform  you  of  what  has  been  discussed. 
We  could  be  working  with  just  one  of 
the  missions,  or  we  might  switch 
around  and  do  various  things.  Thus  far, 
children's  ministries,  conducting  a 
Bible  School,  teaching /witnessing  to 
adults,  and  working  in  soup  kitchens/ 
thrift  stores  has  been  mentioned.  If  you 
do  have  questions  about  our  mission 

The  Free  Will  Baptist    19  March  2004 


work,  please  feel  free  to  contact  me. 

Each  day  we  will  have  designated 
times  set  aside  for  prayer,  devotions, 
and  praise  and  worship  in  the  morn- 
ing and  evening.  Each  evening  we  will 
be  able  to  share  with  each  other  the 
blessings  we  have  received  as  God's 
children,  being  His  hands,  feet,  and 
tongues.  This  time  of  group  worship  is 
meant  to  enhance  our  spiritual  growth 
not  only  as  a  group,  but  also  person- 
ally on  this  journey.  "IT'S  A  JUNGLE 
OUT  THERE!"  will  be  the  theme  of  this 
mission  trip.  We  will  be  utilizing  this 
theme  through  our  devotions,  and 
through  the  activities  we  do  through- 
out the  week. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


Nashville  is  a  city  of  many  person- 
alities. Known  as  the  "Bible  Belt  of  the 
South,"  Nashville  is  home  to  many 
Christian  organizations  and  Bible  col- 
leges, such  as  the  Gideons  International 
and  the  American  Baptist  College. 
Nashville  is  also  the  home  of  Christian 
music,  whether  it's  Southern  Gospel, 
Contemporary  Christian,  or  Gospel. 

While  in  Nashville,  we  will  be  stay- 
ing at  the  Wingate  Inn  Nashville  Air- 
port. The  Wingate  Inn  is  a  small,  com- 
fortable hotel  that  includes  oversized 
guest  rooms,  a  swimming  pool,  fitness 
center,  meeting  room,  and  a  free  conti- 
nental breakfast.  Each  room  includes 
two  queen  size  beds,  lounge  chair, 
desk,  refrigerator,  microwave, 
hairdryer,  coffeemaker,  and  a  safe.  The 
hotel  is  in  close  proximity  to  many  res- 
taurants. 

Due  to  time  and  cost  factors,  we  will 
be  flying  to  Nashville  instead  of  taking 
a  bus.  Let  me  explain.  It  was  not  going 
to  be  possible  for  us  to  make  it  in  one 
day  driving  to  Nashville  with  the  man- 
datory bus  stops  and  the  travel  through 
the  mountains.  Therefore,  we  would 
have  incurred  extra  costs  by  spending 
nights  in  hotels  during  transit.  Further- 
more, it  will  only  take  1  hour  to  fly  to 
Nashville,  which  will  allow  us  to  spend 
more  time  ministering  to  needs  that  are 
present.  One  complaint  I  have  always 


received  from  the  mission  groups  we 
have  worked  with  in  the  past  has  been 
the  issue  of  bus  vs.  vans.  It  would  have 
made  things  easier  if  we  were  able  to 
split  up  into  groups  and  take  vans  into 
the  mission  locations.  Also,  it  would 
have  allowed  our  group  to  spend  more 
time  doing  mission  work.  We  will  be 
flying  on  Southwest  Airlines,  and  the 
flight  itinerary  is  listed  on  the  reserva- 
tion form.  Once  in  Nashville,  we  will 
be  utilizing  15-passenger  vans  for  our 
transportation.  We  will  use  responsible 
adults  as  drivers  for  the  vans. 

A  detailed  itinerary  is  available.  Re- 
member that  as  we  work  out  the  de- 
tails of  the  trip,  the  itinerary  could  pos- 
sibly change.  We  will  be  departing  on 
Wednesday,  and  once  we  get  settled  in 
Nashville,  we  will  be  doing  a  variety 
of  things  such  as  training  for  our  mis- 
sion work.  On  Thursday,  we  are  plan- 
ning on  doing  mission  work  in  the 
morning  and  afternoon.  Thursday 
night,  we  will  be  going  to  an  adven- 
turous restaurant  that  fits  in  perfectly 
with  our  theme,  along  with  shopping 
at  an  area  mall.  Friday  will  be  devoted 
to  mission  work.  Friday  night  will  in- 
clude a  variety  of  activities.  Saturday 
will  be  time  for  sight-seeing  and  tak- 
ing in  the  sites  of  Nashville.  There  are 
two  packages  from  which  you  can 
choose  your  Saturday  activities.  They 


are  listed  on  the  reservation  form.  Sun- 
day morning  we  will  hold  our  own 
church  service,  and  it  will  be  interac- 
tive for  the  whole  group.  We  will  de- 
part Sunday  around  lunch  and  be  back 
home  mid-afternoon. 

To  plan  this  trip  we  had  to  project  a 
minimum  number  of  40  people  going. 
If  we  do  not  have  40  people  going,  the 
trip  will  be  cancelled.  We  will  accept 
mission  team  members  on  a  first  come 
first  serve  basis. 

The  total  cost  for  the  trip  is  $310,  plus 
your  sight-seeing  package.  This  price 
includes  all  of  your  transportation  and 
accommodations,  plus  a  few  surprises 
from  the  jungle  that  you  will  receive 
along  the  way.  The  reservation  dead- 
line for  this  trip  is  March  1, 2004.  A  non- 
refundable deposit  of  $100  is  due  with 
your  reservation  form  and  medical  re- 
lease form.  The  remainder  of  the 
money  ($210),  plus  your  sight-seeing 
package,  will  be  due  on  June  1,  2004. 
Hopefully,  this  gives  everyone  enough 
time  to  gather  up  the  amount  of  money 
needed  for  the  trip. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel 
free  to  contact  me  at  (919)  736-1423  or 
<scottlane@icomnet.com>.  We  look 
forward  to  the  fellowship  and  blessings 
God  has  waiting  for  us  on  this  mission 
trip. 


Woman's  Auxiliary 


ATTENTION  NORTH  CAROLINA  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARIES 

The  2004  session  of  the  North  Carolina  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  will  convene  on  Thursday,  May  13,  2004,  at 
Pilgrim's  Home  in  the  Eastern  District.  Registration  will  begin  at  9  a.m.  Each  auxiliary  should  represent  with  one 
delegate  for  every  25  members  or  fraction  thereof,  plus  a  registration  fee  of  $25.  In  order  to  save  time,  we  request  that 
you  send  your  registration  in  advance.  This  allows  the  State  Treasurer  to  prepare  the  cards  in  advance,  and  saves  the 
delegates  the  trouble  of  having  to  pay  at  the  door.  Please  mail  your  fee  before  April  25,  if  possible,  to  the  following 
address:  Mrs.  Nadine  Crocker,  568  House  Road,  Kenly,  NC  27542.  If  you  cannot  possibly  attend,  please  mail  your  fee 
anyway,  as  the  Convention  needs  your  support.  We  hope,  however,  to  see  you  there. 

Now  is  the  time  for  you  to  collect  your  per  capita  dues,  if  you  have  not  already  done  so.  These  dues  should  be 
collected  during  the  first  months  of  the  year  in  time  to  be  sent  to  your  District  Treasurer,  before,  or  in  time  for  your 
District  Convention.  The  dues  are  40  cents  per  member  per  year. 

Send  these  dues  to  your  District  Treasurer;  she  will  keep  20  cents  and  send  20  cents  to  the  State  Treasurer.  It  is 
necessary  that  you  cooperate  in  this  as  these  dues  provide  a  part  of  the  funds  for  the  operational  expenses  of  your 
Convention.  Thank  you  for  your  past  support.  We  know  that  we  can  continue  to  count  on  you. 
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WESTERN 
DISTRICT  WOMAN'S 
AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 

April  7, 2004 
Kenly  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Kenly,  North  Carolina 

Theme:  "But  a  woman  that  feareth  the  Lord,  she  shall  be 
praised"  (Proverbs  31:30b) 

9:00  a.m.  Registration 

9:30  a.m.  Hymn  #1 16,  "Take  the  Name  of  Jesus  With  You" 
Welcome  and  Prayer 
President's  Remarks 
Joyce  Edmundson 
9:50  a.m.  Special  Music 

Convention  Message 
Mrs.  Karen  Ribeiro 

Convention  Offering 
10:00  a.m.  Youth  Report 
Mrs.  Judy  Lane 

Hymn  #510,  "Jesus  Is  All  the  World  to  Me" 
10:45  a.m.  Break 
11:10  a.m.  Memorial  Service 

Mrs.  Sabra  Pittman 
11:20  a.m.  Life  Award  Presentation 

Committee 
11:30  a.m.  Denominational  Ministries 
Business  Session 

Hymn  #424,  "Tell  Me  the  Old,  Old  Story" 
Benediction  and  Blessing  of  the  Meal 
The  Rev.  James  Joyner 
12:30  p.m.  Lunch 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The  Western  District  Woman's  Auxiliary  will  have  a 
study  course  on  Stewardship  on  Saturday,  April  24, 2004, 
at  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Wilson,  NC.  The 
time  will  be  from  9-11  a.m.  Dr.  Deborah  King  will  be  the 
guest  speaker.  A  light  breakfast  will  be  provided. 

The  Fall  Convention  will  be  held  on  October  6, 2004,  at 
Little  Rock  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Lucama,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

The  Spring  Convention  will  be  held  on  April  6, 2005,  at 
Marsh  Swamp  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Sims,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

The  Albemarle  District  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 
will  meet  at  Soundside  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Colum- 
bia, NC  on  Saturday,  April  10,  2004. 


EASTERN 
DISTRICT  WOMAN'S 
AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 

March  20,  2004 
Saint's  Delight  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
New  Bern,  North  Carolina 

Theme:  "Reach  Out  to  Life" 
Scripture:  Proverbs  8:35 

ORDER  OF  SERVICE 
Meeting  Called  to  Order  Jo  Ann  Parrish 

Folkstone 

Prayer  for  Convention  (President  will  select) 
Hymn:  "Wonderful  Words  of  Life" 

Welcome:  Jean  Arthur 

Saint'  s  Delight 

Response  Lois  Wetherington 

Mosley's  Creek 

Scripture /Prayer  Jennifer  Smith 

Core  Creek 

Special  Music  Host  Church 

President's  Remarks 
Business  Session 
Appointment  of  Committees 

Secretary's  Report  Happy  Taylor 

Smith's  New  Home 
Annual  Report  Happy  Taylor 

Recognition  of  A-l  Auxiliaries  Happy  Taylor 

Camp  Vandemere  Report  Gail  Heath 

Saint's  Delight 
Convention  Offering  for  Camp  Vandemere 
Hymn:  "Break  Thou  the  Bread  of  Life" 
Report  of  Denominational  Ministries 
Life  Membership  Award  Committee 
Hymn:  "Let  Others  See  Jesus  in  You" 
Worship  Service  Tammy  Keel 

Northeast 

Special  Music  Host  Church 

Business  Session 

Youth  Report  Grace  Jones 

Whaley's  Chapel 

Treasurer's  Report  Velma  Morris 

Juniper  Chapel 
Lois  Wetherington,  Assistant 
Moseley's  Creek 

Committee  Report 

Benediction  and  Blessing  Tim  Heath 

Saint's  Delight 

Music  Director  Gail  Heath 

Saint's  Delight 

Pianist  Joan  Turbeville 
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Matthew  14:23  states,  "And  when  he  had  sent  the  multitudes  away,  he  went  up  into  a  mountain  apart  to  pray:  and  when 
the  evening  was  come,  he  was  there  alone." 

Just  like  Jesus,  we,  also,  need  time  alone.  There  are  places  set  aside  where  we  can  get  away  from  the  hectic  world.  Camp 
Vandemere  is  one  of  those  places.  A  place  that  offers  a  quiet,  peaceful  view  of  God's  beautiful  work.  Please  take  time  and  go 
someplace  and  be  alone  with  God.  You  will  find  it  to  be  rewarding  and  refreshing. 


SUMMER  CAMP 

I  am  really  excited  about  summer 
camp  this  year.  I  am  hoping  to  see 
many  souls  saved  this  year.  I  am  look- 
ing forward  to  seeing  happy  young 
people  enjoying  themselves  at  camp. 
Please  enocurage  your  young  people 
to  take  part  in  summer  camp  this  year. 


May  29 

All  day  sing  to  kick 

off  camp 

May  3-June  4 

OPEN 

June  6-11 

The  Rev.  Tim  Heath 

and  Wesley  Taylor 

Theme:  "Making  the 

Word  Stick" 

Tim  Heath 

(252)  638-3803 

Wesley  Taylor 

(252)  745-1203 

June  13-18 

OPEN 

June  21-24 

Women's  Week 

Judith  Kennedy 

(910)  298-4311 

June  28-July  2 

Cornerstone  Week 

Theme:  "Lighthouse 

Keepers" 

Kristie  Arthur 

Ramsey 

(910)  324-1507 

July  4-9 

OPEN 

July  11-16 

Eva  Mae  Clark 

(252)  637-5346 

July  19-23 

Berry  Hodowanic 

(252)  249-0133 

July  25-30 

John  Thompson's 

Week 

(252)  633-0025 

August  1-6 

OPEN 

THANK  YOU 

A  special  thanks  to  Juniper  Chapel 
Church,  and  Memorial  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  for  the  fundraiser  dinners 
to  support  the  Camp.  Your  time  and 
work  are  greatly  appreciated. 


UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

Boy  Scouts  Jamboree 
May  21-22 

All  day  sing  to  kick  off  Camp 
May  29  (Group  TBA) 

Layman's  League 
Spiritual  Life  Retreat 
June  4—5 

Women's  Week 
June  21-24 

Youth  Summer  Camp 
See  Schedule 

Singin'  By  the  River 
August  20-21 

PRICE  LIST 

Dormitory 
$10  per  person  per  night 

Lodge 
$35  per  lodge  per  night, 
$150  per  week 

Kitchen  use — $25 
RV(water  and  electricity) 
$10  per  night  for  2  people 
($2  extra  per  person) 

RV  (full  amenities) 
$14  per  night  for  2  people 
($2  extra  per  person) 

Please  contact  Wesley  Taylor,  man- 
ager, to  make  your  reservation  or  to 
schedule  a  Camp  presentation  at 
your  church:  (252)  745-3171  (Camp); 
(252)  745-1203  (Home);  (252)  634-1287 
(Pager);  (252)  514-3222  (Cell);  e-mail: 
<  vandemere@pamlico  .net> . 

Please  visit  our  website  at 
<www.campvandemere.org>. 


If  your  church  is  interested  in  doing 
mission  work  at  the  Camp,  please  con- 
tact the  Camp  manager.  Thank  you. 


SINGIN' 
BY  THE  RIVER 

The  2004  Singin'  By  the  River  will  be 
August  20-21.  The  singing  will  begin 
at  7  p.m.  on  Friday  night  with  the 
Malpass  Family  and  the  Carson  Trio. 
Second  Edition,  Called  Out,  Marlboro 
Boys,  and  Brothers  in  Christ  will  per- 
form on  Saturday.  We  will  be  serving 
our  famous  fish  plates,  hotdogs,  ham- 
burgers, and  plenty  of  snacks.  Please 
note  that  this  is  only  a  tentative  sched- 
ule. We  will  keep  you  updated. 

MISSION  WORK 


Thank  you  to  the  young  people  from 
Cornerstone  and  Gethsemane.  The 
young  people  from  these  churches  tore 
down  the  cement  wall  in  the  boys' 
bathroom  for  remodeling.  The  young 
people  did  a  wonderful  job.  The  East- 
ern Conference  donated  $5,000  to  the 
Camp  to  remodel  the  boys'  bathroom. 
When  complete,  the  bathroom  will 
have  six  individual  shower  stalls. 
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LAYMAN'S  LtftCUt 


STATE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 
MEETING,  BETHANY  CHURCH 


Special  music — Bethany  Men's  Choir 


State  Layman's  League 
President — Russell  Tyson 


FREE  UNION 
CHURCH, 
GREENE  COUNTY 


Church  pastor,  Dr.  David  Hines,  showing  how 
to  mix  pancake  batter. 

On  January  16,  2004,  the  Layman's 
League  of  Free  Union  Church  in  Greene 
County  held  the  Annual  Pancake  Sup- 
per. The  fellowship  and  food  were  fan- 
tastic. These  pancakes  and  fresh  sau- 
sage really  hit  the  spot.  Everybody  had 
a  good  time  cooking,  serving,  and  eat- 
ing. Thank  you  to  everyone  who 
helped  make  this  event  so  successful. 


People  8  fVEnTS 


SNOW  HILL  FWB  CHURCH  CHOIR 
TO  PRESENT  EASTER  DRAMA 

by  Sherry  Matthews 

Snow  Hill  Church  is  undertaking  a  new  and  exciting  endeavor  for  the  Easter  season. 
That  endeavor  is  the  church's  first-ever  musical  drama  which  features  both  the  adult 
choir  and  dozens  of  members  of  the  church  family. 

The  drama,  entitled  "The  Resurrection,"  will  highlight  scenes  from  the  Triumphal  En- 
try to  the  Crucifixion  and  Resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  and  will  include  solos,  duets,  and 
full  choir  performances  of  music  by  Robert  Sterling. 

"The  Resurrection"  will  feature  a  cast  of  75  people,  including  Snow  Hill's  adult  choir, 
who  will  be  dressed  in  full  period  costume.  "We  are  excited  about  this  first  for  our  church," 
said  Gloria  Edwards,  minister  of  music  at  Snow  Hill.  "This  is  just  another  way  for  us  to 
minister  through  music,  both  to  our  church  family  and  to  all  who  will  come  out  and  be  a 
part  of  what  we  think  will  be  a  very  special  event."  Performances  of  "The  Resurrection" 
will  be  Good  Friday,  April  9,  at  7:30  p.m.,  and  Easter  Sunday  during  the  church's  11  a.m. 
worship  service.  Snow  Hill  Church  is  located  at  1213  Red  Hill  Road,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina. 

We  invite  all  churches  and  people  within  the  communities  to  come  out  and  make  this 
performance  part  of  their  Good  Friday  and/or  Easter  activities.  For  more  information, 
call  Mrs.  Edwards  at  (910)  592-8105. 
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POWHATAN  CHURCH  NEWS 

In  a  ceremony  before 
the  church  on  Sunday 
evening,  January  4,  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary  of- 
ficers were  installed  for 
2004-2005.  The  new 
president,  Ann  Narron, 
thanked  all  members 
who  had  served  for  the 
past  two  years  and 
asked  for  prayers  and 
support  for  all  the  in- 
coming officers. 

We  welcome  new 
members  Evelyn  and 
Brandi  Benson  to 
Powhatan.  Remember 
teenager  Brandi  as  she 
battles  childhood  ar- 
thritis, diabetes,  and 
other  health  problems.  She  has  been  hospitalized  several  times  over  the  past 
months. 

The  Cape  Fear  Youth  Rally  was  held  on  January  10  at  Oak  Grove  with  8 
churches  represented.  The  cold  weather  and  icy  conditions  kept  our  numbers 
down,  but  20  attended  from  Powhatan  and  we  brought  back  the  Youth  atten- 
dance banner.  The  Youth  Convention  Executive  Committee  meeting  was  re- 
scheduled for  January  17  at  Mt.  Olive  College  due  to  the  snow.  Most  of  the 
district  directors,  officers,  and  representatives  were  able  to  reschedule,  but 
those  who  couldn't  were  excused.  All  business  was  conducted  and  approvals 
given  on  plans  for  the  May  Convention.  President  Holland  White,  Secretary 
Jeremy  Godwin,  and  Western  representative  Mindy  Glover  addressed  the  State 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Executive  Committee  at  the  end  of  their  meeting  the  same 
day,  sharing  the  news  from  the  Youth  meeting.  Martha  Parsons  and  Scott 
Lane  were  also  available  for  any  questions  or  comments  from  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  officers. 

On  Sunday,  January  18,  Larry  Coats  was  the  guest  speaker  for  the  morning 
worship  service.  He  gave  personal  testimony  of  how  the  Lord  can  work  to 
get  a  hold  on  your  heart  if  you  begin  to  stray  from  the  straight  and  narrow 
path.  He  thanked  the  church  for  allowing  him  to  return  and  set  things  right 
before  the  congregation.  Pray  for  him  as  he  continues  to  deal  with  the  burden 
the  Lord  has  laid  on  his  heart. 

Cape  Fear  Field  Secretary  Diana  Bass  and  Youth  Chair  Rita  Jones  attended 
the  officers  meeting  at  2  p.m.  at  Hopewell  on  Saturday,  January  24.  Other  offic- 
ers present  were  Jane  Parker,  Carolyn  Jernigan,  Betty  Strickland,  Linda  Barbour, 
Martha  Parsons,  Ginger  Hill,  and  Wanda  Johnson.  Plans  were  made  for  the 
April  3  meeting  at  Smyrna. 

Services  were  missed  at  Powhatan  on  Sunday,  January  25,  and  Wednesday, 
January  28,  due  to  the  snow  and  ice  storm  that  crippled  the  area  for  several 
days. 

Spring  Revival  will  be  held  at  Powhatan  beginning  Sunday  evening,  April 
4,  and  going  through  Thursday,  April  8.  At  the  last  quarterly  business  meet- 
ing, it  was  voted  to  have  multiple  speakers  instead  of  only  one  to  aid  in  sched- 
uling conflicts.  The  speakers  have  not  been  finalized  at  this  time,  but  there 
will  be  a  blessing  to  be  shared  each  evening  for  all  who  are  able  to  join  us. 
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The  officers  and  representatives  with  Scott  Lane  and 
Martha  parsons  at  Mount  Olive  on  January  1 7 for  the  Youth 
Executive  Committee  meeting. 


MOC  HAS 
JOB  VACANCY 

Mount  Olive  College  announces  a 
vacancy  for  Administrative  Assistant 
in  the  Office  of  Planned  Giving.  Du- 
ties include  general  office  responsi- 
bilities with  special  attention  to  cor- 
respondence, records,  and  fostering 
positive  relations  with  donors.  Profi- 
ciency in  personal  computers  and 
word  processing  required.  A  mini- 
mum of  two  years  of  college  is  re- 
quired; baccalaureate  degree  pre- 
ferred. Applications  reviewed  as  re- 
ceived and  the  position  will  remain 
open  until  a  suitable  candidate  has 
been  chosen.  Submit  resume  to 
Jefferson  D.  Daughtry,  Assistant  Di- 
rector of  Planned  Giving,  Mount  Ol- 
ive College,  634  Henderson  Street, 
Mount  Olive,  NC  28365. 

REVIVAL 

Revival  and  Evangelism  services 
will  be  conducted  at  Smith's  New 
Home  Church  on  March  1-3, 2004  at 
7:30  p.m.  Each  service  will  feature 
Bible  preaching,  Bible  music,  and 
Bible  fellowship.  Brother  Leon 
Grubbs  will  be  our  guest  minister. 

Friends  of  the  church  and  of  the 
Gospel  are  invited  to  share  in  each 
Christ  exhaulting  service. 

Smith's  New  Home  is  located 
about  10  miles  south  of  Kins  ton  on 
State  Road  258  as  you  travel  toward 
Jacksonville,  NC.  Walter  J.  Sutton  is 
the  minister  of  Smith's  New  Home 
Church. 

THANK  YOU 

Mrs.  Eunice  Morris  wishes  to  thank 
the  churches,  Sunday  Schools,  auxil- 
iaries, and  friends  in  North  Carolina 
and  Georgia  for  all  your  gifts,  cards, 
letters,  and  prayers  during  the  2003 
Christmas  season.  She  will  continue 
to  think  of  you  often  with  much  love, 
many  prayers,  and  many  thanks. 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Morris 
500  Pickwick  Trail,  #248 

Durham,  North  Carolina  27704 


PASTOR  APPRECIATION  EVENING 
HONORS  THE  REVEREND  FRANK  GRUBBS 


The  annual  Christmas  din- 
ner at  Selma  Church  on  De- 
cember 17,  2003,  was  any- 
thing but  routine.  In  conjunc- 
tion with  the  annual  dinner, 
the  members  of  the  church 
secretly  planned  a  Pastor 
Appreciation  celebration  to 
honor  the  Rev.  Frank 
Grubbs. 

Pastor  Grubbs'  wife, 
Karen,  was  let  in  on  the  plans 
and  helped  Kathleen 
Hinnant  and  Trent  Lassiter 
collect  photos  of  Frank  and 
his  family  as  well  as  music 
for  the  background  of  a 
video  made  for  viewing  dur- 
ing the  evening.  Trent  Lassiter, 
church  photographer,  took  the  more 
current  pictures  and  was  instrumen- 
tal in  directing  the  making  of  the 
video  by  Mr.  Lewis  Mullen  of  Selma, 
NC. 

Upon  arrival,  all  guests  were  ush- 
ered to  their  designated  seats  which 
were  arranged  for  each  one  to  have 
a  good  view  of  the  special  video. 

Mrs.  Grubbs  was  asked  to  delay 
arrival  at  the  church  until  all  others 
were  in  place.  As  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Grubbs  entered  the  fellowship  hall 
they  were  escorted  to  their  seats  of 
honor  and  were  surprised  by  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Grubbs'  mother,  Mrs. 
Lillian  Grubbs,  and  his  brother, 
Darell  Grubbs. 

Mrs.  Nancy  Foster  presented  a 
boutonniere  to  Mr.  Grubbs,  and  cor- 
sages to  Mrs.  Grubbs  and  their 
daughter,  Anna. 

There  were  seventy-three  (73) 
members  and  guests  present.  Special 
friends  of  Frank,  Karen,  and  Anna  in 
attendance  were  Jimmy  and  Bonnie 
Hooks  of  Smithfield,  NC  and  Jerry 
and  Michelle  Ball  of  Selma,  NC. 

Don  Lassiter  acted  as  Master  of 
Ceremonies  for  the  evening.  He  wel- 
comed the  group  and  expressed  to 
Mr.  Grubbs  and  family  that  this  was 


a  night  of  honor  for  them  to  enjoy. 

Mr.  Odel  Foster  gave  the  invoca- 
tion. Dinner  was  catered  and  the 
teens  of  the  church,  Brent  Strickland, 
Trent  Lassiter,  Adam  Newsome,  A.  J. 
Stallings,  Sara  Lassiter,  Ashley 
Stallings,  and  Amber  Pittman  served 
the  meal  consisting  of  baked  ham, 
chicken,  green  beans,  mashed  pota- 
toes, and  banana  pudding  for  des- 
sert. 

A  musical  variety  program  was 
coordinated  by  Linda  Lassiter  and 
presented  by  Sara  Lassiter,  Ashley 
Stallings,  Anna  Grubbs,  Jimmy 
Hooks,  and  Linda  Lassiter. 

Don  called  for  a  time  of  reflections 
at  which  time  memories  were  shared 
with  the  Grubbs'  family.  Those  wish- 
ing to  express  their  testimonies  dur- 
ing Mr.  Grubbs'  fifteen  years  at  Selma 
Church  were  given  the  opportunity 
to  do  so.  Many  expressions  of  thanks 
reverberated  throughout  the  group. 

Communications  were  read  by 
Ruby  Taylor  from  the  Rev.  Phil  Tay- 
lor, Susan,  and  Marshal,  who  were 
unable  to  attend  the  event. 

Mr.  Lassiter  recognized  Evelyn 
Strickland  who  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  we  would  be  remiss  not  to 
give  praise  to  Karen  Grubbs  for  be- 
ing Frank's  partner  in  church  activi- 
ties and  for  her  many  contributions 


to  the  church  as  choir  direc- 
tor, Bible  School  co-director, 
teacher,  and  for  filling  many 
roles  within  the  church  as 
well  as  holding  a  full-time 
position  for  a  law  firm  in 
Smithfield,  NC. 

Kathleen  Hinnant  pre- 
sented the  Grubbs  with  a  sil- 
ver tray  engraved  to  com- 
memorate the  fifteen  years  of 
service  to  Selma  Church.  Mr. 
Grubbs  began  his  ministry  at 
the  Selma  Church  in  1988. 
Mrs.  Hinnant  recapped  ser- 
vices rendered  to  the  church 
during  the  years  and  re- 
minded those  present  that  Mr. 
Grubbs  not  only  serves  the  church 
but  is  also  active  within  the  commu- 
nity delivering  Meals  on  Wheels  as 
well  as  being  a  part  of  the  local  Min- 
isterial Association.  He  serves  in 
many  capacities  within  the  denomi- 
nation. 

Doris  Martin  presented  Mr. 
Grubbs  with  a  monetary  gift  by  the 
membership  and  expressed  senti- 
ments shared  by  the  members. 

Master  of  Ceremonies,  Don,  recog- 
nized Trent  Lassiter  to  present  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Grubbs  with  the  special 
video  to  begin  with  Frank  as  an  in- 
fant and  span  the  years  through  2003. 

Ruby  Taylor  offered  commentary 
thanking  those  who  helped  in  every 
way  to  make  the  evening  possible  to 
honor  Mr.  Grubbs. 

Special  attention  was  focused  on 
the  beautiful  angel  and  poinsettias 
arrangement  made  by  Helen 
Newsome.  The  angel  was  a  past  gift 
to  the  church  to  honor  a  long  time 
member,  Mrs.  Ruby  Vann. 

Mr.  Grubbs  expressed  his  sincere 
appreciation  to  all  for  bestowing  the 
honor  for  his  fifteen  years  of  service. 

Don  Lassiter  had  closing  com- 
ments, wished  everyone  a  "Merry 
Christmas,"  and  offered  a  closing 
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NEWS  FROM  BLENDED  FELLOWSHIP 

Every  Saturday  in  January  was  designated  for  churches  in  the  Cape  Fear 
Conference  to  participate  in  the  work  at  Blended  Fellowship  in  Pikeville,  NC 
where  Brother  Doug  Seymour  is  pastor.  Pictured  are  members  from  St.  Mary's 
Grove,  First  Smithfield,  Haymount,  and  Smyrna  churches  that  were  working 
on  January  17,  2004. 


(L-R):  John  Miles  (Haymount)  and  Tyler 
Norris,  visitor  from  Smyrna  working  to- 
gether. 


The  "putty  girls"  from  Haymount: 
Shannon  Canady,  Ruby  Miles,  and 
Marilyn  Miller. 


Observing 
diagrams  and  maps: 
Jennifer  Quinn, 
Smithfield  Church 
and  Jonathan 
Pearce,  minister, 
Smyrna  Church. 


The  Rev.  Doug  Seymour,  pastor  of 
Blended  Fellowship  Church  and  Ron 
Gatlin,  member  of  Blended  Fellowship 
Church  working. 


STONEY  CREEK  CHURCH  PRESENTS 

Journey  to  the  Cross 


Friday-Sunday,  March  26-28  •  Wednesday,  March  31 
Thursday-Sunday,  April  1^1  •  Thursday-Sunday,  April  7-10 

Performance  each  night  at  8  p.m. 


The  only  outdoor  drama  that  places  you  in  the  heart  of  the  action  along  Christ's  journey. 
Be  prepared  to  experience  the  inspiration  of  a  lifetime  as  you  travel  with  Jesus  from 
His  Birth  to  Ascension.  It's  a  journey  that  will  change  your  life  for  all  eternity. 

For  reservations  call:  (919)  735-3916  Monday-Friday  (9  a.m.-^  p.m.) 
Stoney  Creek  Church  •  752  Stoney  Creek  Church  Road  •  Goldsboro,  NC  27534 
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EVERETT  CHAPEL  CELEBRATES  iooth  ANNIVERSARY 


Everett  Chapel  Church,  Clayton,  NC 
celebrated  100  years  of  service  to  the 
Lord  in  September,  2003,  with  many 
enjoyable  happenings.  We  began  the 
first  Wednesday  night  by  hearing  the 
Rev.  Dewey  Boling  (the  first  person 
called  to  preach  out  of  our  church)  de- 
livering the  message  after  the  adult 
choir  sang,  "Shall  We  Gather  at  the 
River." 

Each  weekend  in  September  repre- 
sented twenty-five  years  and  candles 
were  lit  indicating  this,  ending  with  100 
candles  on  Homecoming  Day.  Each 
Sunday  we  used  different  modes  of 
transportation.  Pictured  is  our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Lloyd  F.  Hargis  and  spouse, 
Sister  Sandra  Hargis  as  they  walk  to 
church  on  the  first  Sunday.  The  second 
Sunday  we  rode  the  horse  and  wagon 
and  on  the  third  Sunday  we  rode  in  old 
cars. 

Dr.  Billy  R.  Yawn,  former  pastor  of 
28  years,  delivered  our  message  on  Sep- 
tember 7,  2003.  The  first  youth  choir, 
which  was  organized  during  his  min- 
istry on  April  2, 1966,  returned  to  sing, 
"The  Royal  Telephone,"  as  special  mu- 
sic for  this  service. 

The  Wednesday  services  during  the 
month  were  conducted  by  our  pastor 
and  on  September  10  the  guest  speaker 
was  the  Rev.  Archie  Brock,  another 
minister  called  out  of  our  church. 

On  the  second  Sunday,  it  was  our 
privilege  to  have  members  of  another 
former  youth  choir  sing,  and  the  Rev. 
Al  Markuson,  another  minister  called 
into  God's  work  under  Dr.  Yawn,  de- 
livered our  message.  The  third  Sunday, 
the  bell  choir  rendered  special  music 
and  our  messenger  was  the  Rev.  Fred 
Johnson,  former  pastor. 

Our  "old  fashioned"  tent  revival  was 
held  in  the  grove  with  guest  speakers: 
the  Revs.  Braxton  Carter,  Curtis  Jones, 
Dr.  Billy  R.  Yawn  (we  celebrated  his 
birthday  by  having  the  first  youth  choir 
sing  again  and  having  refreshments 
after  the  service),  Charles  Petit,  and 
Fred  Baker.  Each  of  these  young  men 
was  called  into  the  Lord's  work  while 
Dr.  Yawn  was  pastor  of  Everett  Chapel. 

The  Homecoming  Day  service  began 
with  combined  Sunday  School  classes 
as  we  had  them  back  in  earlier  years 


and  hearing  our  adult  choir  sing, 
"Through  the  Years"  in  the  worship 
service.  Our  guest  speaker  was  the  Rev. 
Harold  Jones,  who  was  also  called  into 
the  ministry  out  of  Everett  Chapel 
Church.  There  were  several  family 
members  of  former  pastors  with  us  to 
enjoy  the  service  and  the  lunch  that 
followed. 

The  bell  from  our  original  church 
building  (now  the  Clayton  Spinning 
Company  property)  had  been  faithfully 
preserved  by  members  of  our  congre- 
gation. The  church  services  throughout 
the  month  began  with  the  ringing  of  the 
bell. 

We  also  had  "Old  Time  Happenings" 
at  our  recreation  field  two  Saturdays  at 
which  time  games  of  marbles,  hop- 
scotch, jump  rope,  dodge  ball,  sack 
races,  softball,  and  other  games  were 
enjoyed  by  our  members.  Homemade 
jellies,  jams,  preserves,  pickles,  cakes, 


and  pies  were  judged  with  ribbons 
presented  to  several  members.  The  first 
Saturday,  we  brought  our  basket  for  a 
picnic  lunch  and  the  second  Saturday 
we  enjoyed  old-fashioned  cooking  such 
as  fatback,  fried  chicken,  collards, 
sweet  potatoes,  cornbread,  biscuits, 
cakes,  and  pies.  There  was  a  big  tub  of 
homemade  lemonade  and  other  drinks 
available.  Helium-filled  balloons  were 
set  loose  with  tracts  from  the  church  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  event. 

A  Journey  Through  Time — posters, 
pictures,  old  items,  etc.  were  displayed 
through  the  halls  of  our  Spiritual  Life 
Building  reflecting  previous  events  and 
to  show  us  how  good  the  Lord  has  been 
to  us  over  the  past  100  years.  A  time 
capsule  was  buried  with  many  special 
items  and  will  be  opened  in  50  years.  A 
new  church  sign  was  erected  and  dedi- 
cated during  this  month  of  celebration. 


Pictured  is  our 
pastor,  the  Rev. 
Lloyd  F.  Hargis 
and  spouse, 
Sister  Sandra 
Hargis  as  they 
walk  to  church 
on  the  first 
Sunday. 
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The  bell  that  came  out  of  Everett  Chapel's 
original  church. 


Our  mode  of  transportation  on 
the  second  Sunday  was  the  horse 
and  wagon. 


(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Old  cars  was  our  transportation  from 
the  ballfield  on  the  third  Sunday. 


The  adult  choir,  the  Rev.  Hargis,  and  the  song  leader,  during  one 
of  the  Wednesday  night  services. 


The  second  Youth  Choir  at  Everett  Chapel. 


REVIVAL 
SERVICES 

Revival  services  will  be  held  April 
5-9,  2004,  at  Everett  Chapel  Church, 
307  Everett  Avenue,  Clayton,  NC 
with  the  Rev.  Earl  Glenn  as  our  guest 
speaker.  Services  begin  at  7:30  p.m. 
with  prayer  rooms  open  at  7:10  p.m. 
Special  music  will  be  presented  each 
service  and  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Lloyd 
F.  Hargis,  and  the  congregation  ex- 
tend to  each  of  you  a  special  invita- 
tion to  attend. 
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MoireLeaJl  Cily,  NoirlL  Carollea 
Easlere  Coup 


rereinice 


Dr.  Pepper 
Worthington 
Circuit  Writer 


Rev.  Michael 

Warning 
Circuit  Artist 


Editor's  Note:  The  Rev.  Michael 
Warning  and  Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 
are  acting  as  circuit  witnesses  to  our 
church  life  across  the  denomination. 
Mr.  Warning's  pen  and  ink  sketch  and 
Dr.  Worthington's  account  of  a  Sunday 
service  hope  to  awaken  a  new  interest 
in  what  is  going  on  in  our  churches 
across  the  denomination.  Each  issue  of 
The  Free  Will  Baptist  in  2004  will 
feature  a  church  visited  by  our  circuit 
witnesses. 


Don't  We  All 

A  beautiful  Sunday  morning  opened 
the  way  for  the  historic  integrated  fel- 
lowship at  Faith  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Morehead  City.  Deacon 
Reggie  Smith  claimed,  "We  are  making 
history  here  in  Morehead  City.  That  we 
are.  We  are  the  first  integrated  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  I  think  it's 
time  Morehead  City  dropped  all  seg- 
regation and  the  two  races  mingled  to- 
gether. When  we  get  to  the  Pearly 
Gates,  we  are  all  going  to  go  in  together. 
If  we  can't  get  along  here  on  this  Earth, 
God  will  not  have  us  in  Heaven." 

The  Rev.  Abraham  Lincoln  Midgett, 
Jr.  prayed,  "The  Earth  is  the  Lord's!" 
The  small  but  close-knit  congregation 
began  the  early  part  of  the  service  with 
hymns,  all  enhanced  by  a  music  sys- 
tem run  by  Lillian  Thrower  and  base 
guitar  player  Bill  Morton.  Hymns  filled 
the  sanctuary:  At  Calvary;  Come,  Ye 
Thankful  People,  Come;  He's  Got  the  Whole 
World  In  His  Hands;  Softly  and  Tenderly. 

Hugging  Time 

Cares  and  concerns  were  brought 
before  the  church.  "Sister  Joyce  is  still 
ill  and  is  not  able  to  work  with  the  chil- 
dren. We  need  some  teachers  to  work 
with  the  little  ones.  We  need  to  pray  for 
Sister  Faye  who  is  troubled  with  muscle 
spasms.  Sister  Beachem  is  in  the  hospi- 
tal," noted  Pastor  Midgett. 

Then  in  the  early  part  of  the  service, 


Members  of  Faith  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  gather  outside  their  church  for  a  group 
picture. 


the  hugging  time  arrived,  a  time  when 
all  members  of  the  church  rise  and 
move  around  the  church  to  get  and  to 
give  a  hug.  I  found  myself  hugging 
more  people  in  that  five  minutes  than 
in  the  past  month,  arms  coming  from 
everywhere  like  baptismal  water. 
"Arms  around  you  make  you  feel  bet- 
ter," said  Pauline  Lovick.  "Pauline  and 
I  are  original  members  of  this  church 
which  was  started  in  1957,"  noted  Sally 
Smith  as  she  hugged  me.  "I  am  the  old- 
est woman  in  the  church!  I  am  92  years 
old!"  bragged  Cora  Mason  as  she 
hugged  me  and  I  hugged  her  back.  I 
began  liking  this  hugging — its  relaxed, 
rich  way  of  acknowledging  the  pres- 
ence of  God  happening  between  people. 
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Choir  Singing 

Children  came  to  the  forefront  to 
sing.  Pastor  Midgett  insisted,  "Our 
work  with  our  youth  choir  is  impor- 
tant. We  all  must  work  on  training  our 
children.  We  must  decrease  but  they 
must  increase,"  he  declared. 

The  youth  sang  Jesus  Loves  Me  and 
There  Is  Power  in  the  Blood.  Pastor 
Midgett  sang  his  solo  with  his  tambou- 
rine and  praised  God.  "Praise  God! 
Praise  God!  I  am  a  child  of  the  King!  I 
am  going  to  make  a  joyful  noise  unto 
the  Lord  until  He  takes  me  Home!" 

Sermon:  Don't  We  All 

Pastor  Midgett  turned  to  Luke  18:35- 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


43  and  read  the  story  of  the  blind  man 
in  Jericho  who  was  made  to  see.  The 
blind  man  insisted  that  he  needed  his 
sight  and  Jesus  told  him  that  by  his 
faith  he  would  be  made  to  see.  "Do  you 
need  anything?"  asked  Pastor  Midgett. 

Midgett  told  a  modern  story:  "In  a 
parking  lot  across  from  a  mall  was  a 
bum.  He  had  no  car,  no  home,  no  clean 
clothes,  no  money.  He  came  over  and 
sat  on  the  curb  and  spoke  to  a  man 
about  his  cleaned  car  just  out  of  the  car 
wash.  The  man  who  owned  the  car  sat 


on  the  curb  with  the  bum.  Silence  fol- 
lowed. Then  the  owner  of  the  car  asked, 
"Do  you  need  any  help?"  The  bum  an- 
swered, "Don't  we  all." 

Midgett  added,  "People  are  blind  to 
what  they  really  need.  Some  think  they 
need  a  lot  of  money.  Some  think  they 
need  a  new  car.  Some  think  they  need 
a  house.  But  the  world  blinds  people. 
The  world  has  Satan  who  keeps  people 
totally  blind  so  they  cannot  see  the 
goodness  of  the  Lord.  Can  I  get  a  wit- 
ness here?  Amen?"  "Amen,"  said  a 


The  Rev. 
Abraham 
Lincoln 
Midgett,  Jr. 
serves  as 
pastor  at 
Faith 
Church. 


With  a  ringing  of  the  bell,  Deacon  Reggie 
Lewis  welcomes  people  to  Faith  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  in  Morehead  City. 


member  of  the  church.  "Do  you  need 
anything?"  asked  Midgett.  "The  world 
wants  us  to  hold  our  peace  and  not  say 
anything.  Jesus  knows  what  you  need. 
Jesus  knows  what  everybody  needs, 
but  we  have  to  open  the  door  of  our 
heart.  Jesus  will  stop  and  hear  you.  Can 
I  get  a  witness  here?  Amen?" 

"Amen,"  said  a  member  of  the 
church. 

"We  need  to  be  born  again!"  declared 
Midgett.  "We  need  to  get  closer  to  the 
Lord!"  he  concluded. 


The  Rev. 
Midgett,  Jr. 
(right)  greets 
Trustee 

Pauline  Lovick 
(left)  at  the 
front  door  of 
Faith  Church. 


Faith  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Morehead  City,  North  Carolina 
Eastern  Conference 
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beginning  the  search  for  the  position  of  full-time  pastor.  For 
more  information,  contact  Greg  Baldwin  at  (252)  752-1711. 
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Keith  Gardner,  a  graduate  of  Liberty  University  and  an  or- 
dained pastor  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Denomination  is  avail- 
able to  assist  churches  in  the  absence  of  a  pastor,  either  weekly 
or  on  an  interim  basis.  For  more  information,  you  may  call 
(252)  756-9853  or  e-mail  at  <kgardner@geeksnet.com>. 
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to  save  that  which  was  lost  (Luke  19:10). 


Passion 

by  Darren  E.  Davenport,  Editor 


Spring  has  sprung.  Flowers  are  blooming.  We're  finally 
getting  some  color  on  our  landscapes  again.  This  is  truly  a 
beautiful  time  of  the  year.  Gardening,  landscaping,  and  other 
outdoor  activities  are  beginning  again.  I'm  one  of  those  that 
will  be  outdoors  doing  something  in  the  yard... 

Passion.  Do  you  have  any?  What  are  your  passions?  How 
well  your  garden  will  produce;  how  good  your 
yard  will  look;  how  high  you  can  climb  the 
corporate  ladder;  or,  maybe,  how  rich  you  can 
become?  How  important  are  these  ambitions 
within  the  grand  scheme  of  things?  They're 
simply  not. 

God  was — and  still  is — passionate!  Ac- 
cording to  John  3:16,  God  loved  the  world  so 
much  that  He  sent  His  only  Son  here  to  give  everlasting  life 
to  whoever  would  believe  in  Him.  Verse  17  adds,  "For  God 
sent  not  his  Son  into  the  world  to  condemn  the  world;  but 
that  the  world  through  him  might  be  saved."  This  act  of  pure 
love  was  at  God's  expense.  His  sacrifice — the  sacrifice  of  His 
Son  through  brutal  torture  and  death  on  a  cross — was  our 
gain.  That's  passionate  love  for  us,  pure  and  simple!  Do  any 


of  us  have  that  kind  of  passion? 

I  am  planning  on  doing  a  lot  of  yard  work  this  spring 
and  summer — and  I  will  more  than  likely  be  passionate  about 
it.  It's  going  to  be  one  way  for  me  to  relax  (and  maybe  shed 
a  few  unwanted  pounds,  too).  We,  myself  included,  can  also 
be  passionate  about  reading  God's  Word  and  making  it  a 
part  of  who  we  are.  Our  relationship  with  our 
Personal  Savior  should  be  a  passion  to  improve 
on  daily.  Our  families  should  inflame  a  pas- 
sion from  within,  as  well.  We  should  strive  to 
be  the  best  for  Christ  in  all  we  do.  God  gave  us 
His  best — shouldn't  He  be  able  to  expect  just 
as  much  from  us?  It  seems  these  days  that 
Christianity  is  so  materialistic  and  hypocriti- 
cal. Many  politicians  seem  to  use  religion  more  and  more, 
speaking  from  both  sides  of  their  mouths.  When  will  we  real- 
ize that  Christ  expects  us  to  be  real  — not  phony! 

Let's  do  something  bold.  Let's  all  decide  right  now  that 
we  want  to  be  a  part  of  the  solution  to  the  problems  within 
Christianity — and  be  passionate  about  it! 


Perils  With  a  Great  Price 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus 


It  is  a  divine  law:  we  reap  what  we  sow.  "Be  not  deceived; 
God  is  not  mocked:  for  whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall 
he  also  reap.  For  he  that  soweth  to  his  flesh  shall  of  the  flesh 
reap  corruption;  but  he  that  soweth  to  the  Spirit  shall  of  the 
Spirit  reap  life  everlasting"  (Galatians  6:7-8).  These  two 
verses  remind  us  that  God  cannot  be  mocked;  yet,  human 
nature  seeks  to  do  so  in  spite  of  the  numerous  examples  of 
the  consequences,  or  "the  perils  with  a  great  price." 

In  the  beginning  it  was  so.  "And  the  Lord  God  commanded 
the  man,  saying,  Of  every  tree  of  the  garden  thou  mayest 
freely  eat;  But  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil, 
thou  shalt  not  eat  of  it:  for  in  the  day  that 
thou  eatest  thereof  thou  shalt  surely  die" 
(Genesis  2:16-17).  We  know  the  story  too 
well,  and  its  consequences.  Man  lost  his 
paradise,  and  life  from  then  until  now 
has  been  one  of  pain  and  struggle.  We 
are  still  paying  the  price:  "...by  man 
came  death... For  as  in  Adam  all  die..." 
(1  Corinthians  15:21-22).  How  great  it  is  to  realize,  however, 
that  "...in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive"  (1  Corinthians 
15:22),  which  means  that  those  who  turn  to  Him  in  faith  are 
freed  from  the  condemnation  of  sin. 

Sin  is  too  great  a  peril,  or  danger,  to  risk;  yet,  humankind 
blunders  on  into  the  morass  of  evil  and  corruption  without 
counting  the  cost.  There  was  a  time  in  our  country — not  too 
long  ago — when  there  was  no  question  about  marriage  be 


when  homosexuality  was  regarded  as  a  sin.  Now  it  is  re- 
garded by  many  as  just  another  lifestyle  that  one  chooses, 
and  many  of  those  who  have  "come  out  of  the  closet,"  as  the 
saying  goes,  seem  proud  of  their  perversions.  Pornography, 
drug  abuse,  alcoholism,  and  the  origin  of  AIDS  are  evidences 
of  a  morally  decaying  society. 

The  consequences  of  sin  and  the  ensuing  immorality  that 
follows  is  not  limited  to  those  who  flout  the  laws  of  God  and 
human  decency.  AIDS  is  an  example.  When  I  first  heard  about 
it,  it  was  generally  understood  that  it  originated  within  the 
homosexual  and  drug-culture  community,  but  its  tentacles 
have  reached  out  to  affect  the  lives  of  the 
innocent,  and  with  a  heavy  price  on  our 
generation — an  incurable  disease,  rising 
health  costs,  and  deaths.  Families  and 
loved  ones  are  hurt  because  of  it. 

As  we  have  previously  predicted,  the 
rulings  by  some  of  our  courts  and  judges 
in  submitting  to  the  demands  of  the  gay- 
rights  movement,  has  opened  the  door  to  same-sex  mar- 
riages, in  recognition  of  the  homosexual  lifestyle.  Where  will 
it  end?  Unless  there  is  true  turning  back  to  God,  it  will  only 
grow  worse,  as  it  has  done  in  the  past  few  years.  There  is  a 
price  to  pay;  however,  He  will  forgive  and  heal  our  land. 

Surely,  more  than  ever,  God's  people  must  pray  for  a  great 
moving  of  His  Spirit  among  His  people,  to  awaken  us  out  of 
our  indifference  so  that  in  a  united  voice  we  will  shout,  "This 


ing  only  between  a  man  and  a  woman.  There  was  a  time      has  to  end. 
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A  Recipe  for  Church  Extinction 

by  Tony  W.  Cartledge,  Editor 'of  Biblical  Recorder 


A  quick  glance  at  the  annual  reports 
in  almost  any  Baptist  association's 
book  of  reports  will  reveal  that  many 
of  our  churches  are  clearly  in  decline. 

I'm  not  sure  what  strategy  has 
brought  them  to  that  point,  but  I  think 
we  could  learn  something  from  the  ex- 
ample of  another  group  of  churches 
that  are  not  long  for  this  world — the 
Primitive  Baptists. 

There  was  a  time,  focused  in  the 
1820s  and  1830s,  when  the  biggest 
controversy  among  Baptists  was  over 
the  issue  of  missions  and  whether 
churches  should  form  cooperative  so- 
cieties to  support  them. 

Anti-missions  proponents  argued 
that  the  first  century  church  had  no 
missionary  societies  collecting  money 
for  evangelistic  efforts,  so  the  19th  cen- 
tury church  shouldn't  have  any,  either. 

They  shunned  the  missions  move- 
ment, along  with  other  ideas  like 
teaching  children  in  Sunday  School 
and  using  musical  instruments  in  the 
church,  as  liberalizing  influences. 

Today,  the  North  Carolina  land- 
scape is  dotted  here  and  there  with 
Primitive  Baptist  church  buildings, 
but  very  few  of  them  hold  regular  ser- 
vices. Most  have  only  a  tiny  handful 
of  members,  virtually  all  of  them  quite 
elderly. 

"Foot-washing"  used  to  be  a  dis- 
tinctive characteristic  of  Primitive 
Baptist  worship,  but  now  is  rarely 
practiced  because  the  few  remaining 
members  are  often  too  disabled  to 
carry  the  water  and  get  on  their  knees 
to  wash  each  other's  feet. 

Raleigh's  News  and  Observer  re- 
cently published  an  interview  with 
Ethel  Blalock,  an  earnest  lady  from 
Stem  who  remains  a  staunch  sup- 
porter of  the  Primitive  Baptist  move- 
ment. It  is  not  my  desire  to  criticize 
that  dear  lady  who  clearly  loves  her 
church  and  its  ways.  But,  her  straight- 
forward comments  explain  a  lot  about 
why  those  churches — and  others  who 
follow  their  lead — are  fast  fading 
away. 

Here  are  some  ingredients  for 


insuring  that  a  church  has  no  future: 

Never,  ever  change.  "The  ways  of  the 
Primitive  Baptists  have  not  changed 
and  probably  never  ever  will,"  Blalock 
said.  "I  hope  it  won't  anyway.  They 
are  deeply  rooted  and  founded  in  the 
old  ways,  and  they'll  never  change. 
We  have  no  desire  for  change." 

Primitive  Baptists  believe  "the  old 
ways"  of  worship  practice  should  be 
an  accurate  reflection  of  the  first-cen- 
tury church.  So,  if  they  can  find  no  evi- 
dence of  innovations  such  as  a  piano 
or  organ  in  the  early  church,  they  as- 
sume they  don't  belong  in  churches 
of  any  other  age. 

Oppose  innovation.  Primitive  Bap- 
tists consider  innovations  such  as  out- 
reach programs  and  Sunday  School  to 
be  "worldly"  contaminants  that 
should  be  avoided.  "The  things  that 
the  worldly  people  do  are  not  appeal- 
ing to  the  Primitive  Baptists,"  Blalock 
said.  "Other  churches  do  things  to  en- 
tertain and  draw  in.  They  have  break- 
fasts, cookouts,  send  the  children  off 
to  Sunday  School  or  another  room. 
Not  the  Primitive  Baptists.  And  we 
don't  go  for  new  Bibles.  It's  all  the  old 
King  James  Version." 

Choosing  not  to  train  up  children 
in  Sunday  School  and  deciding  not  to 
"draw  in"  new  members  through  in- 
tentional outreach  activities  or  cultur- 
ally relevant  worship  styles  are  obvi- 
ous ingredients  in  a  recipe  for  self-ex- 
tinction. 

Minimize  education.  The  lack  of  Sun- 
day School  is  not  the  only  area  in 
which  education  gets  the  short  shrift 
among  Primitive  Baptists,  where 
clergy  are  not  expected  to  have  any 
more  theological  education  than  the 
first  disciples. 

In  Blalock's  words,  "The  preachers 
don't  study  nothing.  Whatever  is  on 
his  mind,  and  that  is  given  by  God, 
that's  what  they  say.  He  will  speak  on 
that  and  he  has  nothing  written  down. 
I've  heard  them  talk  so  fast  you 
couldn't  hardly  listen  that  fast." 

Downplay  stewardship.  Primitive 
Baptist  clergy  tend  to  be  bi-vocational 


because  the  churches  believe  pastors 
should  not  be  paid  just  as  strongly  as 
they  believe  money  should  not  be  col- 
lected for  missions.  "I've  never  seen  a 
collection  plate  in  a  Primitive  Baptist 
Church,"  said  Blalock.  "I  don't  think 
you  can  pay  a  man  to  preach." 

Primitive  Baptists  are  not  opposed 
to  charitable  giving,  but  do  not  believe 
the  churches  should  set  up  organiza- 
tional structures  that  require  financial 
support. 

Be  satisfied.  The  churches'  gradual 
demise  is  not  a  particular  matter  of 
concern  for  Primitive  Baptists  because 
they  follow  a  strict  brand  of  Calvin- 
ism, believing  that  God  ordains  who 
will  be  saved  and  who  will  be  damned 
with  no  need  for  human  intervention. 
The  future  of  the  church  is  likewise  left 
in  God's  fore-ordaining  hands. 

"I  don't  think  the  churches  closing 
or  the  numbers  being  down  bothers 
the  Primitive  Baptists  that  much," 
Blalock  said.  "I  don't  hear  them  say- 
ing that  anyway,  because  what's  com- 
ing is  Primitive  Baptist.  We  know  it  is 
all  fixed.  It  is  the  way  God  would  have 
it." 

I  suspect  I  am  not  the  only  one  who 
thinks  that  sitting  on  the  sidelines  and 
watching  churches  die  (along  with  all 
the  sinners  they  did  not  reach)  is  pre- 
cisely not  the  way  God  would  have 
it. 

Most  other  Baptists  I  know  would 
strongly  disagree  with  the  Primitive 
Baptist  approach  to  belief  and  polity. 
We  should  ask  ourselves,  however, 
whether  our  actual  practice  suggests 
that  we  are  almost  as  averse  to  change, 
complacent  about  outreach,  lacking  in 
education,  unconcerned  about  stew- 
ardship and  satisfied  with  the  status 
quo  as  our  Primitive  Baptist  kin. 

If  so,  we  could  be  well  on  the  way 
down  the  same  path  to  extinction,  but 
without  the  comforting  belief  that 
God  has  predestined  our  demise. 


This  article  appeared  in  the  Biblical 
Recorder  on  July  25, 2003. 
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SOME  THOUGHTS  ON  THE  USE 
OF  "I"  IN  PUBLIC  PRAYER 


The  expression  lead  us  in  prayer  has 
always  interested  me,  and  every  time 
I  hear  it,  I  ponder  its  meaning  and 
depth.  If  prayer  is  conversation  and 
communion  between  the  human  soul 
and  God,  then  no  service  of  worship 
or  gathering  to  advance  the  work  of 
God  is  complete  without  it.  Regard- 
less of  how  much  preparation  has 
been  made  in  advance,  how  prepos- 
terous it  would  be  for  an  athletic  team 
to  play  a  game  without  the  guidance 
of  its  coach! 

I  grew  up  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
tradition  of  hearing  the  person  pre- 
siding at  a  Christian  gathering  call 
upon  someone  to  lead  us  in  prayer. 
This  practice  included  not  only  the 
Sunday  School  Superintendent  call- 
ing upon  a  member  for  the  opening 
prayer,  but  it  was  also  a  common 
practice  for  the  pastor  in  a  worship 
service  to  call  upon  laypersons  for 
one  or  more  prayers,  including  the  of- 
fertory and  benediction  or  a  prayer 
during  Communion. 

The  practice  seemed  natural  and 
inherent  among  Free  Will  Baptists, 
enough  so  that  when  I  became  a  pas- 
tor one  of  the  first  things  I  sought  to 
know  was  whom  I  could  call  upon  to 
lead  in  prayer.  I  learned  early  that  the 
willingness,  or  reluctance,  of  persons 
to  pray  in  public  was  not  a  sure  in- 
dex to  the  depth  of  their  spiritual 
lives.  Some  of  the  most  devout  Chris- 
tians I  know  feel  restrained  from 
praying  aloud  in  public;  and  these 
persons  should  not  be  embarrassed 
by  being  spontaneously  called  upon 
to  do  so  without  having  been  con- 
sulted in  advance. 

Now,  then,  who  does  the  praying 
in  public  worship?  We  all  should, 
and  it  is  this  concept  which  is  at  the 
foundation  of  these  thoughts  on  the 
use  of  "I"  in  corporate  prayer. 


by  W.  Burkette  Raper 

The  Priesthood  of  Believers 

One  of  the  historic  doctrines  of  the 
Church  and  a  foundation  of  The  Ar- 
ticles of  Faith  for  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  is  the  belief  that  every  Chris- 
tian has  direct  access  to  God,  with- 
out the  necessity  of  going  through  the 
medium  of  a  third  person  as  a  priest. 
It  is  this  belief  that  undergirds  the 
practice  of  laypersons  as  well  as 
clergy  being  called  upon  to  lead  us  in 
prayer.  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
believe  in  democratic  church  govern- 
ment, and  this  concept  of  govern- 
ment rests  squarely  upon  the  mean- 
ing of  "the  priesthood  of  believers" — 
the  belief  that  laypersons  have  the 
same  access  to  God  as  does  the  min- 
ister. There  is  only  one  Holy  Spirit 
and  He  is  the  seal  of  God  given  to  all 
believers,  both  laypersons  and  min- 
isters (see  Ephesians  1:13). 

It  is,  therefore,  right  and  proper 
that  both  laypersons  and  ministers 
should  lead  us  in  prayer.  The  question 
is  when  and  whether  the  person  lead- 
ing in  prayer  should  use  "\"  or  "we." 
This  question  is  not  some  "splitting 
of  hairs"  over  words,  but  how  one 
understands  public  prayer. 

In  reflecting  over  approaches  to 
prayer  in  public  worship,  I  have  ob- 
served three  practices  in  Protestant 
churches: 

1.  Silent  prayer,  when  each  person 
is  encouraged  to  commune  with  God 
silently,  in  his  or  her  own  way; 

2.  Simultaneous  prayer,  when 
many  people  pray  aloud  at  the  same 
time;  and 

3.  A  leader  in  prayer,  when  one  per- 
son prays  aloud  on  behalf  of  all 
whom  are  present.  (In  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Churches,  this  form  of  prayer  of- 
ten follows  a  period  of  silent  prayer.) 

This  writing  grows  out  of  the  ob- 
servation of  an  increasing  use  of  "I" 


by  ministers  in  public  prayer.  Does 
the  congregation  not  feel  left  out 
when  the  minister  repeats  over  and 
over,  "I  pray  ...  I  pray  ...  I  pray 
It  seems  that  the  appropriate  time  to 
focus  on  "I  pray"  is  in  private  prayer 
when  the  minister  should  pray  his 
heart  out  for  his  people.  In  public 
prayer,  however,  should  he  not  lead 
in  prayer  by  gathering  together  the 
corporate  aspirations,  confessions, 
gratitude,  petitions,  and  commit- 
ments of  the  people.  By  praying 
"we,"  the  pastor  is  serving  as  a  leader 
in  offering  up  to  God  the  deepest 
yearnings  and  needs  of  the  congre- 
gation. In  so  doing,  he  is  incorporat- 
ing himself  with  those  who  have 
come  to  worship. 

There  are  occasions,  of  course, 
when  it  is  proper  for  the  minister  to 
use  "\"  in  his  pastoral  praying,  for 
example,  when  people  come  to  him 
for  private  counseling.  But  where  he 
addresses  God  in  public,  would  it  not 
help  those  in  attendance  to  feel 
warmer  and  more  included  if  he  leads 
them  in  prayer? 

When  having  a  meal  alone,  I  say 
"I"  in  my  prayer  of  thanksgiving;  but 
when  my  wife  is  with  me,  "we" 
seems  much  more  appropriate  and 
inclusive. 

No  doubt,  there  are  reasons  for  the 
increasing  use  of  "\"  in  public  prayer. 
One  is  the  influence  of  certain  televi- 
sion evangelists  who  feel  as  if  they 
are  uniquely  ordained  with  spiritual 
authority  and  stand  above  those 
whom  they  are  called  to  serve.  An- 
other reason  is  that  the  minister  may 
not  truly  understand  the  New  Testa- 
ment teaching  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
the  equal  gift  of  God  to  all  who  are 
born  of  the  Spirit. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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To  lead  us  in  prayer  is  an  historic  and 
precious  experience  in  corporate  wor- 
ship. It  is  the  privilege  of  putting  our 
arms  of  love  and  compassion  around 
those  with  whom  we  are  praying  and 
saying  to  God  as  their  leader:  "Here 
we  are  Father.  We  are  one  in  Christ 


Jesus.  Hear,  we  pray,  the  desires  of 
our  hearts  as  we  reach  up  to  You." 

Would  we  ministers  not  do  well  to 
remember  the  Lord's  Prayer  in  which 
Jesus  used  "our,"  not  "my;"  "us,"  not 
"me;"  and  "we,"  not  "I"  (see  Mat- 
thew 6:9-13)? 


The  response  of  readers  is 
welcome  and  may  be  addressed  to: 
Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper 
619  West  Main  Street 
Mount  Olive,  NC  28365; 
e-mail:  <wraper@moc.edu>. 


ttOME  Missions  i  CVflMCELISM 


SHOULD  WE  HELP  THEM? 

by  The  Reverend  Everette  Harper 


After  the  Vietnam  Conflict,  several 
thousands  of  H'mongs  who  had  to 
flee  from  Laos  and  Cambodia  for 
their  lives  came  to  America  for  ref- 
uge. These  are  the  ones  who  helped 
the  Americans  during  the  conflict  and 
had  to  leave  or  be  killed  by  the  Rus- 
sians as  many  of  their  family  mem- 
bers and  friends  were.  One  gentle- 
man told  of  how  he  and  seven  other 
young  boys  (at  the  time)  planned  to 
escape  and  attempted  to  do  so.  He 
explained  how  he  was  the  only  one 
of  the  eight  who  survived. 

Over  25  years  ago,  the  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  were  asked  by  the 
H'mongs  to  help  them.  Our  denomi- 
nation and  the  General  Baptists  an- 
swered the  call  and  began  the  mis- 
sion work  in  California.  Although 
they  are  known  as  the  Lao  Evangeli- 
cal Church,  they  have  adopted  our 
doctrine  and  are  associate  members 
of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Con- 
vention. One  reason  for  the  contin- 
ued success,  while  working  with  the 
H'mong  community,  is  that  we  have 
never  tried  to  get  them  to  abandon 
their  traditions  nor  have  we  tried  to 
get  them  to  change  their  name  to 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  However, 
I  believe  they  someday  will. 

These  are  people  who  do  not  take 
their  freedom  in  America  for  granted 
nor  do  they  take  their  Christianity 
and  church  for  granted.  All  one  has 
to  do  to  find  this  out  is  to  visit  their 
homes  where  they  are  ready  to  open 


their  hearts  and  feelings  to  you.  If 
asked,  they  will  share  their  life  expe- 
riences— in  their  previous  home- 
lands— and  of  how  proud  they  are  to 
be  in  America.  They're  glad  to  be  in 
the  United  States,  but  they  are  still 
concerned  about  family  members  left 
behind. 

The  work  that  started  with  a  hand- 
ful of  people  has  grown  rapidly  into 
approximately  eighteen  different 
works.  Two  of  these  are  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  North  Carolina.  In  Cali- 
fornia, the  work  spreads  from  as  far 
south  as  Moreno  Valley  to  as  far  north 
as  Sacramento.  There  are  works  in 
Nevada,  Utah,  Minnesota,  and 
Canada  with  others  to  begin  soon. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  January 
28,  2004,  Brother  A.  Graham  Lane, 
Brother  David  C.  Hansley,  and  I  de- 
parted from  the  airport  in  New  Bern, 
NC,  en  route  to  Sacramento,  Califor- 
nia, to  begin  a  week  of  ministry.  Our 
work  took  us  over  seventeen  hun- 
dred miles.  Our  opportunities  of  wor- 
ship and  ministry  took  place  in 
church  and  home  settings.  On  Satur- 
day, January  31,  2004,  we  attended 
their  pastors'  conference.  In  addition 
to  the  fellowship  we  enjoyed,  we  each 
had  the  opportunity  to  bring  a  mes- 
sage. Several  of  their  ministers  spoke, 
and  we  were  blessed  by  singing  by 
their  people.  Brother  Lane,  Brother 
Hansley,  and  I  ministered  at  each  ser- 
vice in  which  we  were  involved. 

No,  these  people  aren't  in  a  foreign 


land;  however,  they  came  from  a  for- 
eign land  to  us  for  help.  They  trust 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  and  look 
to  us  for  guidance,  spiritual  leader- 
ship, and  encouragement.  Several  of 
their  young  people  have  attended 
Mount  Olive  College,  and  there  are 
more  who  plan  to  attend.  Only  two 
groups  in  California  own  their  church 
buildings.  All  the  others  meet  either 
in  rented  church  facilities  or  in 
homes.  Each  one  is  looking  forward 
to  being  able  to  have  their  own  place 
to  meet  and  worship. 

As  I  looked  over  each  congregation 
who  rent  their  place  to  meet,  I  noticed 
some  would  look  at  their  watches 
near  the  end  of  the  service.  This  is 
nothing  new  to  me  as  a  minister  be- 
cause lots  of  people  look  at  their 
watches  to  let  me  know  it's  time  to 
stop.  The  difference  with  them  is  the 
fact  that  they  don't  want  it  to  end,  but 
they  pay  rent  by  the  hour.  If  they  go 
over,  they  have  to  pay  for  another 
hour.  Please  keep  in  mind,  their  ser- 
vices last  from  one  to  three  hours.  The 
pastor's  conference  lasted  from  9:00 
a.m.-6:30  p.m.  with  only  a  one  hour 
lunch  break. 

Should  we  help  them?  As  one  lady 
asked  on  the  plane,  "Should  these 
people  even  be  in  our  country?"  In 
the  first  place,  if  our  ancestors  had  not 
come  here,  where  would  we  be  or 
would  we  exist  at  all?  Our  forefathers 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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had  the  opportunity  to  work,  wor- 
ship, and  play  in  a  land  of  freedom 
and  opportunity.  The  H'mong  people 
should  be  treated  no  differently  than 
we  would  like  to  be  treated.  They  are 
our  brothers  and  sisters  just  as  much 
as  if  they  were  our  next  door  neigh- 
bors or  if  they  were  in  our  local 
church  family.  I  believe  Jesus  had 
something  to  say  about  loving  your 
neighbor  as  yourself.  These  people 
are  as  precious  in  God's  sight  as  you 
and  I  are,  and  they  need  our  help  to 
make  sure  the  Gospel  is  shared  with 
all  of  them  and  to  assist  them  in  mak- 
ing preparations  to  share  with  oth- 
ers— not  just  H'mong  people. 

This  was  my  fourth  trip  to  work  in 
California,  and  I  hope  to  go  more  in 


the  future.  I  know  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  and  Evangelism  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  is  committed  to 
supporting  the  H'mong  people  in  any 
and  every  way  possible.  It  needs  your 
prayerful,  financial,  and  personal 
support. 

I  have  personally  witnessed  the 
love,  respect,  and  Christian  brother- 
hood between  their  people  and 
David  C.  Hansley  (now  serving  as 
interim  Executive  Director  of  Home 
Missions  and  Evangelism)  and 
Brother  A.  Graham  Lane  (assistant  to 
the  Executive  Director  as  Ethnic  Co- 
ordinator for  Home  Missions  and 
Evangelism).  One  can  readily  see 
why  the  past  has  been  successful  and 
the  future  relationship  looks  very 


bright. 

From  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  I  ap- 
plaud these  two  men  and  all  the 
many  men  and  women  who  have 
made  trips  to  California  over  the 
years  to  make  possible  what  we  wit- 
nessed the  week  we  were  there. 

Just  as  among  our  people,  there  are 
many  bright  and  excited  young 
people  who  will  be  carrying  forward 
the  banner  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Won't  you  help  make  sure  the 
work  of  your  Home  Missions  and 
Evangelism  of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists with  the  H'mong  people  is  an  on- 
going success?  This  is  your  ministry. 
Won't  you  please  step  up  and  get  in- 
volved in  your  Home  Missions  Min- 
istry? 


Graham  with  Yang  family  in  Fresno. 


Ladies  supervising  work  in  Fresno. 


Her  Chang 
speaking  in 
Porterville. 


Ministers  who  attended  the 
Pastor's  Conference  in  Stockton, 
California. 
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HOME  MISSIOriS 
&  EVANGELISM 

 of  ORIGINAL  

FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 


P.O.  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513 
Office  (252)  746-4963 
Fax  (252)  746-8913  # 
e-mail: 

<assistanr@ofwbhomeirtissions.org> 


GOOD  SHEPHERD  SUNDAY 
April  25,  2004 

On  this  day  all  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
are  asked  to  PRAY  and  GIVE  for  the  ministry 
of  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism. 


•  Church  Planting 

•  Ethnic  Missions 

•  Spanish  Missions 

•  Harvest  Covenant  Program 

•  Church  Growth 

•  Lighthouse  Ministry 
•  Scouting 

•  Project  Kids  Kare 
DISASTER  RELIEF  MINISTRY 


Celebrating  31  years  of 
EXPANDING  HIS  KINGDOM 
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LUZVIMINDA 
OUTREACH  REOPENED 

by  Pastor  Taladro 

The  officers  of  the 
Mangingisda  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church, 
Puerto  Prirtcesa  City, 
Palawan,  Philip- 
pines, held  its  regular 
monthly  meeting  on 
August  31,  2003. 
They  agreed  to  have 
an  outreach  in 
Barangay  (small  vil- 
lage) Luzvimenda. 
On  September  19, 2003,  they  held  a  Bible  study  and  worship 
service  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Juan  Buscano. 

The  Luzviminda  outreach  is  our  time  to  share  God's  bless- 
ings with  everyone  whom  God  will  gather  together  in  a  place 
to  worship  the  Lord.  It  is  my  utmost  desire  that  the  mighty 
God  we  serve  will,  through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
equip  all  of  us  to  share  the  Gospel. 

Let  us  continue  to  do  His  work  and  experience  the  full 
assurance  of  His  love,  mercy,  and  grace. 


WOMEN'S  MINISTRY 
•HELPING  BASKET" 

by  Merly  A.  Taladro 


*  gp*  sip 


The  Mangingisda 
Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  Women's  As- 
sociation,  Philip- 
pines, especially  the 
officers,  planned  a 
simple  project  so  that 
we  could  help  the 
needy  women,  most 
of  all,  the  older  women.  We  encouraged  all  of  the  women  of 
the  church  to  bring  a  small  amount  of  goods  every  Sunday 
to  be  placed  in  the  "helping  baskets."  Everyone  was  so  ex- 
cited to  do  this  act  of  love  and  we  know  that  the  Lord  will 
help  us  to  continue  this  project  and  ministry.  We  are  praying 
that  someday  we  can  expand  this  ministry  through  a  liveli- 
hood project.  This  could  be  used  to  reach  the  unsaved  women 
of  our  community. 

May  the  Lord  bless  us  with  success  with  this  project.  Please 
pray  with  us  for  our  dreams  to  be  fulfilled  as  we  expand  our 
"helping  basket"  ministry. 
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NEW  LIFE  IN  CHRIST 
Testimony  of  San  Juana  Lopez — isAonclova,  Mexico 


Candy,  Manuel,  Sandra  Jones,  Patti,  Juana 
and  Cristina. 


Hello!  May 
the  Lord  bless 
you  and  keep 
you  until  that 
moment  when 
we  are  united 
with  Him. 

I  am  going  to 
write  my  testi- 
mony, being 
grateful  to  the 
Lord  for  all  that 
He  has  done 
for  me  in  my 
life,  and  hop- 
ing that  in  spite 
of  my  testi- 
mony you  can 
see  the  power, 
and  the  mercy 
of  God.  I  re- 
member when 

I  first  had  knowledge  of  my  father  and  my  mother,  and 
my  brothers.  I  was  only  three  years  old.  What  I  began 
to  see  I  did  not  like.  I  do  not  ever  remember  an  endear- 
ing expression  from  my  mother,  nor  a  loving  word  or  a 
loving  embrace.  All  I  could  see  was  fighting,  hitting, 
and  ugly  discussion  among  my  brothers  and  sisters. 
That  was  not  to  my  liking.  I  remember  my  father  hav- 
ing returned  from  a  trip.  He  greeted  everyone  and  fi- 
nally he  directed  himself  toward  me  and  took  me  in 
his  arms,  sat  down  and  placed  me  between  his  limbs, 
and  looked  at  me  very  coldly.  For  the  first  time  I  began 
to  know  fear.  He  began  to  make  obscene  advances  to- 
ward me.  Since  that  time  I  began  to  keep  as  far  away 
from  him  as  I  could.  There  were  times,  however,  when 
I  found  myself  alone  with  him  in  the  house,  not  know- 
ing where  the  rest  of  my  brethren  were.  My  father  took 
advantage  of  those  moments  to  come  close  to  me  and 
more  and  more  his  advances  were  more  abusive.  He 
told  me  it  was  all  a  joke  and  not  to  tell  mother.  I  did  not 
understand  why.  All  I  knew  was  that  I  did  not  like  that 
"joke." 

Two  years  went  by  that  way,  seeing  nothing  but  fight- 
ing and  hitting  among  my  brothers  and  sisters.  There 
was  no  love  nor  understanding,  and  because  I  am  the 
youngest,  they  took  their  anger  out  on  me,  hitting  me, 


and  telling  me  that  I  didn't  know  a  thing  and  that  I 
was  crazy. 

I  was  five  years  old  when  my  father  began  to  hurt 
me,  now  understanding  that  what  he  was  doing  to  me 
was  evil.  He  was  sexually  abusing  me,  and  all  I  could 
do  was  ask,  "Why?" 

Then  I  tried  responding  within  myself.  Was  it  because 
I'm  crazy,  and  I  am  good  for  nothing?  Is  that  why  he 
hurts  me  that  way?  But  then  I  asked  myself:  Why 
doesn't  he  want  me  to  tell  mother?  Perhaps  if  I  tell  her, 
he  will  not  hurt  me  anymore.  I  armed  myself  with  cour- 
age and  I  told  my  mother.  She  approached  my  father 
and  he  said  that  it  was  not  true.  "She  lies!"  After  talk- 
ing about  it  for  a  while,  my  mother  decided  to  believe 
my  father.  I  expected  that  she  would  put  her  arms 
around  me  that  I  might  feel  protected.  I  wanted  to  be 
loved  by  my  mother,  but  it  did  not  happen  that  way, 
she  didn't  even  take  a  look  at  my  bruised  body.  She 
did  not  even  ask  how  I  felt.  She  preferred  to  believe 
that  nothing  had  happened.  After  that,  my  father  be- 
gan to  beat  me  with  his  belt,  using  the  end  with  the 
buckle  on  it.  He  hit  me  all  over  my  body.  All  I  did  was 
cover  my  face  with  my  hands.  While  he  was  beating 
on  me  he  was  telling  me  that  he  was  doing  it  because  I 
had  told  my  mother  what  he  was  doing  with  me.  He 
said  that  if  I  told  her  again,  the  punishment  would  be 
even  worse.  My  mother  heard  my  cries  and  asked  my 
father  why  he  was  beating  me.  He  answered  that  it  was 
because  I  had  spilled  the  wine  from  his  glass.  My  fa- 
ther always  drank.  Mother  never  said  anything  again. 

Various  times  I  told  mother  what  my  father  was  do- 
ing to  me,  and  again  he  would  beat  me.  So  I  gave  up, 
and  lost  all  hope  that  anyone  would  help  me.  I  didn't 
even  know  there  was  a  God.  Mother  never  spoke  of 
Him,  and  I  asked  myself  as  to  why  parents  hurt  their 
children  so  much.  I  thought  all  parents  were  that  way. 
Now  I  know  that  it  is  because  of  the  sins  of  the  parents, 
that  the  children  suffer  that  way.  I  do  not  understand 
why  some  parents  destroy  the  innocence  and  childhood 
of  their  children.  And  I  am  not  one  to  ask  questions  of 
God.  He  is  God  and  He  is  wise.  He  is  knowledge,  and 
all  intelligent.  I  knew  that  He  had  something  for  me. 


NOTE:  This  testimony  will  be  continued  in  the  May 
issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 
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VISITATION  AT 
NORTH  DISTRICT 

by  Dario  S.  Basingil 

On  November  5,  2003,  our  beloved  Foreign  Missions  Di- 
rector, the  Rev.  Harold  Jones,  traveled  to  the  northern  part 
of  Palawan  to  visit  the  local  churches  in  that  area.  The  Rev. 
Andrino  Segay,  President  of  the  FWB  Church  Philippines; 
Board  of  Trustees  president  the  Rev.  Bernardo  Borja;  the  Rev. 
Arman  Manzano;  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees;  the  Rev. 
Teddy  Martinez,  pastor  of  Roxas  FWB  Church;  and  the  Rev. 
Dario  Basingil  and  wife  Susan,  traveled  with  him.  They  vis- 
ited Roxas,  Alimanguan,  San  Vincente,  and  others. 

When  the  group  arrived  at  Alimanguan,  we  had  our  lunch 
first  and  then  visited  the  newly  purchased  church  lot.  We 
also  visited  the  house  where  the  church  is  presently  meeting 
for  Sunday  worship.  As  we  entered  the  house  we  saw  a  little 
boy  named  Nico  Pabiana  who  had  sores  on  his  legs,  a  swol- 
len stomach,  and  asthma.  Without  a  cloth,  the  Rev.  Jones  had 
mercy  on  him  and  gave  him  medicine  for  his  sores. 

We  then  proceeded  to  the  seashore  for  the  banca  (motor- 
ized boat)  dedication.  This  boat  will  be  used  for  island  evan- 
gelism in  northern  Palawan.  We  thank  the  Lord  for  your 
support  in  providing  this  banca  for  Pastor  Roxas. 


JI&     J         wife  J 

if 


Rev.  Jones  cleaning  Nico's  sores  with  Brother  Andrino  Segay 
watching. 


FIRST  FRUITS 
Sinai  FWB  Church 
Saltillo,  Mexico 
?astor  Domitilo  Hernandez 

by  The  Reverend  Antonio  Escobar 

The  program  of  study  in  this  church  has  begun  to  show 
the  first  fruits,  and  the  ministry  in  this  church  is  much 
better  now.  The  vision  of  the  church  and  especially  those 
of  the  students,  has  been  strengthened  to  do  a  better  work. 

With  the  Lord's  help,  in  March  we  initiated  the  first 
mission  where  two  families  from  the  El  Sinai  Church  will 
be  working.  These  families  have  been  studying,  and  one 
has  opened  the  doors  of  their  home  for  the  preaching  of 
the  Gospel.  They  are  Brother  Alfredo  and  his  wife,  Juanita. 
The  family  who  will  take  charge  of  the  preaching  is  Brother 
Concepcion  and  his  wife,  Isabel  Peres.  A  work  that  is  be- 
ing done,  apart  from  evangelizing  in  the  neighborhood, 
is  to  look  for  complete  families,  or  those  that  are  married 
couples  to  be  evangelized,  along  with  their  children  that 
they  may  know  Christ  as  their  Savior.  These  are  the  goals 
of  the  program  of  missions. 

We  are  praying  for  these  families  and  ask  you  to  join 
us. 


Brother  Alfredo 
and  wife, 
Juanita  at  El 
Sinai  Church. 


Brother 
Concepcion  and 
his  wife,  Isabel 
Peres  at  El  Sinai 

Church. 


Dedication  of  the  banca  (motorized  boat)  at  Alimanguan 
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MOC  STUDENTS  PREPARED  FOR 
MISSION  TRIP  TO  MEXICO 

by  Erin  Brescia,  Public  Affairs  Specialist 


A  commissioning  service  was  held  in 
Rodgers  Chapel  at  Mount  Olive  College 
for  nine  short-term  missionaries  who,  in- 
stead of  spending  their  Spring  Break  re- 
laxing in  the  sun  or  visiting  their  families, 
flew  to  Morelos,  Mexico,  to  do  mission 
work. 

The  students  held  dinners,  took  dona- 
tions, saved  work  money,  dipped  into  per- 
sonal college  savings  and  received  paren- 
tal help  in  order  to  raise  funds  to  pay  for 
the  trip. 

In  the  weeks  before  the  excursion,  the 
students  prepared  themselves  mentally, 
physically,  and  spiritually  for  what  they 
would  encounter  in  the  foreign  country 

"I  have  been  preparing  myself  for  the 
conditions  I'm  not  accustomed  to:  sleep- 
ing on  the  floor,  living  without  electricity, 
and  using  outdoor  facilities,"  said  Emily 
Skinner,  a  senior  who  attends  Sherron 
Acres  Church  in  Durham. 

While  missionary  work  isn't  a  new  ex- 
perience to  several  of  the  participants, 
some  have  never  encountered  life  in  an- 
other country.  "I  have  spent  a  lot  of  time 
in  prayer  about  this  trip,"  said  Rhonda 
Houston,  a  sophomore  who  attends  Deep 
Run  Church.  "I  have  never  been  on  a  mis- 
sions trip  before  and  felt  this  was  a  great 
opportunity  for  me  to  help  others  and 
grow  spiritually." 

The  students  had  different  ideas  of  what 


they  should  expect,  but  each  hoped  the 
Lord  would  use  them  in  some  way. 

"I  hope  this  trip  will  open  my  eyes  to  a 
new  world,"  said  Matthew  Stancill,  a  fresh- 
man from  Kenly  attending  White  Oak 
Church  in  LaGrange.  "I  have  been  read- 
ing my  Bible  and  asking  people  to  pray  for 
me  and  others  who  are  going  on  this  trip." 

"My  hope  for  this  experience  is  that  it 
will  help  all  of  us  grow  spiritually  by  get- 
ting away  from  American  culture  which 
teaches  a  'me  first'  attitude  and  going  to  a 
place  to  serve,"  added  Jonathan  Skinner,  a 
senior  who  attends  Sherron  Acres  Church 
in  Durham.  Jonathan  is  also  president  of 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Students,  a  club 
on  campus,  and  was  instrumental  in  form- 
ing the  group  that  visited  Mexico. 

In  addition  to  these  students,  Christie 
Hill  of  Westide  Church  in  Kinston;  Jeremy 
Jones  of  First  Church  in  Greenville; 
Rebekah  Merritt  of  Colonial  Heights  FWB 
Church  in  Clinton;  Jessica  Smith  of 
Bethany  PFWB  Church  in  Garland;  and 
Laura  Strickland  of  Clydes  Chapel  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Wendell  also  participated. 
They  traveled  with  John  Robert  Harris, 
youth  minister  of  Westside  Church.  The 
Rev.  Chris  Singleton,  assistant  director  of 
foreign  missions,  whose  desire  is  to  create 
a  greater  interest  in  missions  among  young 
people,  organized  the  trip. 


COMING  EVENTS 


Vivian  B.  Harrison  Memorial  Lecture  •  Tuesday,  April  6  •  9:30  a.m.  Rodgers  Chapel 
Samuel  E.  Balentine  will  be  the  guest  speaker  at  the  2004  Vivian  B.  Harrison  Memorial  Lec- 
ture. Balentine  is  the  Russell  T.  Cherry  Professor  of  Old  Testament  at  Baptist  Theological  Semi- 
nary in  Richmond  and  the  author  of  numerous  books,  papers,  and  articles  regarding  theology. 
The  event,  which  is  free  to  the  public,  will  begin  at  9:30  a.m.  in  Rodgers  Chapel.  For  more  infor- 
mation, contact  Dr.  Tyanna  Day  at  (919)  658-2502  ext.  3131. 

Spring  Fling  •  Mount  Olive  College  Singers  •  Thursday,  April  15  •  7:30  p.m. 
Mount  Olive  Historic  Assembly  Hall  •  205  Wooten  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC 
The  theme  for  this  year's  event  will  be  "Around  the  World  in  80  Days  Minutes"  and  will 
feature  a  mix  of  international/ethnic  dances  along  with  a  variety  of  American  songs  from  Rock 
to  Gospel.  The  show  will  include  new  choreography  by  Tara  Pennick  and  Human  Kinetics, 
along  with  guest  instrumentalists.  For  more  information  about  this  free  performance,  contact 
Dr.  Larry  Oldham,  at  (919)  658-7184. 

Spring  Concert  •  Mount  Olive  College  Concert  Choir  •  Friday,  April  23  •  8  p.m. 
First  Baptist  Church  •  300  N.  Chestnut,  Mount  Olive,  NC 
This  year's  program  is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  C.  B.  Hinnant,  member  of  the  Mount 
Olive  College  Board  of  Trustees  since  1984.  In  addition  to  sacred  acapella  works,  the  Concert 
Choir  will  perform  the  Mozart  Missa  Brevis  in  B-flat  with  soloists  and  orchestra. 
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COLLEGE  HOSTS 
ANOTHER 
SUCCESSFUL 
CHURCH  NIGHT 

The  stands  were  packed  as  over  650 
people  representing  42  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  churches  filled  College 
Hall  at  Mount  Olive  College.  With  a 
100-70  victory  over  Lees-McRae,  area 
churches  cheered  on  the  Trojans  as  they 
celebrated  the  21st  Annual  Basketball 
Church  Night. 

Church  Night  is  an  annual  basketball 
event  held  at  the  College  for  OFWB 
churches  and  their  youth. 

This  year,  The  Young  Disciples,  di- 
rected by  Donald  Coats,  pastor  of  Pine 
Level  Church,  sang  the  national  an- 
them. With  72  guests,  the  church  also 
received  the  honor  of  having  the  most 
members  present. 

Other  churches  with  notable  atten- 
dance were  Daniel's  Chapel,  Smyrna, 
Silver  Creek,  and  St.  Paul's  in  Sampson 
County.  A  variety  of  activities  were 
held  during  halftime,  including  a  base- 
ball toss,  a  free  throw  contest,  and  a  3- 
point  competition.  Winning  churches 
included  Spring  Hill,  Pleasant  Grove  in 
Harnett  County,  Silver  Creek,  Pine 
Level,  Shady  Grove,  Snow  Hill,  Hugo, 
Powhatan,  and  Smyrna. 

The  Cape  Fear  District  held  their 
youth  rally  in  conjunction  with  Church 
Night.  One  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
people  were  represented,  with  Smyrna 
having  the  largest  turnout:  32  attend- 
ees. 

"This  is  the  largest  Church  Night 
we've  had  yet,"  stated  Tim  Woodard, 
director  of  admissions.  "If  you  missed 
this  opportunity,  we  encourage  you  to 
mark  your  calendars  to  attend  next 
year.  We  have  a  lot  of  fun  things 
planned.  It  just  keeps  getting  better  and 
better." 

(Pictures  are  on  next  page) 
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WEEKDAY 
RETREATS 
AVAILABLE 

Weekday  (Monday-Thursday)  re- 
treats are  still  available  through  May, 
2004,  for  individuals,  groups,  or  or- 
ganizations. Spring  is  a  beautiful  time 
of  the  year  in  the  mountains.  We 
would  be  happy  to  help  arrange  out- 
ings to  Biltmore  House,  Historic 
Hendersonville,  Pigeon  Forge,  and 
the  Farmers  Market.  Call  us  toll  free 
at  (877)  669-7677  to  learn  of  availabili- 
ties. We  are  also  booking  fall  week- 
day retreats.  These  are  limited  for 
2004.  Call  today! 


CRAGMONT 
COOK-OFF  2004 

Why  have  the  Cook-Off?  The  tran- 
sition from  winter  retreats  to  summer 
camping  can  be  financially  difficult. 
Retreat  groups  as  a  whole  are  smaller 
than  summer  camping  weeks,  thus 
generating  less  income  for  Cragmont. 
Yet  our  winter  expenses  are  quite 
high.  Spring  arrives  and  it  becomes 
time  to  prepare  the  mountain  for 
summer  camping  weeks.  The  Cook- 
Off  provides  Cragmont  with  a  much 
needed  infusion  of  funds  to  clear  win- 
ter expenses  and  prepare  for  the  sum- 
mer. The  Cook-Off  also  provides 
funds  to  help  overcome  unexpected 
increases  in  operating  expenses  that 
sometimes  happen  during  the  course 
of  any  given  year.  We  encourage  each 
church  to  give  us  one  day  during  our 
Ministry  month  of  June.  Plan  a  Cook- 
Off  and  send  the  proceeds  to 
Cragmont.  Many  churches  doing  just 
one  day  can  mean  great  success!  Call 
Bryant  Hines  at  (252)  637-7171  for 
further  information. 


2004  CAMP  SCHEDULE 


Morning  Star 

April  16-17,  2004 
Teresa  Ball 

6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road 
Grifton,  NC  28530 
(252)  524-4677 

Ministerial  Association  of  OFWB 

May  17-20, 2004 
Bryant  Hines 
203  Teachey  Court 
New  Bern,  NC  28562 
(252)  633-2683 

June  Women's  Auxiliary  Conference 
June  7-12,  2004 
Teresa  Ball 

6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road 
Grifton,  NC  28530 
(252)  524-4677 

Cragmont  Youth  Conference 
June  14-19,  2004 
Bryant  Hines 
203  Teachey  Court 
New  Bern,  NC  28562 
(252)  633-2683 

Christian  Cadet  Conference 
June  21-26,  2004 
Wes  Boyd 

794  Church  of  God  Road 
Goldsboro,  NC  27534 
(919)  736-9436 


Youth  Frontier  Conference  (YF A/AFC) 

June  28-July  3, 2004 
Frankie  Baggett 
5403  Weyerhaeuser  Road 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  746-7850 

General  Youth  II  Conference 

July  12-17,  2004 
Chris  Singleton 
P.O.  Box  162 
Beulaville,  NC  28518 
(910)  298-3520 

General  Youth  I  Conference 
July  19-24,  2004 
Bryant  Hines 
203  Teachey  Court 
New  Bern,  NC  28562 
(252)  633-2683 

Young  People's  Bible  Conference 

July  26-31,  2004 

Rudy  Owens 

1515  US  70-A 

Selma,  NC  27576 

(919)  965-2796 

August  Women's  Conference 

August  2-7,  2004 
Teresa  Ball 

6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road 
Grifton,  NC  28530 
(252)  524-4677 


IN  RESPONSE  TO  INQUIRIES 

Thank  you  for  the  questions  and  responses  to  the  upcoming  events  at  Cragmont. 
One  question  becoming  more  frequent  concerns  summer  camping.  How  does  a 
young  person  or  youth  group  camp  at  Cragmont?  Each  week  of  summer  camp 
has  its  own  directors  and  staff.  The  summer  camping  schedule  is  published  this 
month.  If  you  are  interested  in  your  child  or  youth  group  attending  a  week  of 
camp  please  refer  to  the  summer  calendar  and  contact  the  director  of  your  par- 
ticular week  of  interest.  That  director  will  be  happy  to  answer  any  questions  you 
might  have  and  provide  you  with  registration  forms  for  their  particular  week  of 
camp.  Please  do  not  wait — these  weeks  fill  very  quickly!  Four  of  last  year's  camp 
weeks  had  waiting  lists! 

In  response  to  our  new  offering  for  2004. .  .the  Deacon /Pastor  Enrichment  Semi- 
nar was  a  great  success... and  the  Bed,  Breakfast  and  Blessings  for  July,  2004,  is  a 
virtual  sell-out! 

What  is  the  best  way  to  stay  on  top  of  all  that  is  happening  on  the  mountain? 
There  are  three. .  .call  Cragmont  and  get  on  our  quarterly  newsletter  mailing  list, 
read  this  article  each  month,  or  call  and  schedule  Bryant  Hines  to  come  and  visit 
your  church.  He'd  be  happy  to  speak  to  any  class,  group,  organization,  or  congre- 
gation. He  is  available  for  Sunday  morning  or  evening  services  or  any  night  you 
care  to  schedule.  Call  or  e-mail  us  with  your  questions. . .  we*ll  try  our  best  to  keep 
you  up-to-date  on  all  of  the  Cragmont  happenings!  Bryant  can  be  reached  at  (252) 
637-7171  or  e-mail  at  <bryanthines5@aol.com. 
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AGENCY  RECEIVES  ACCREDITATION     CAMPUS  VISITS 


November  1, 1999,  was  a  very  important  day  for  the  FWB  Children's  Home. 
After  two  intensive  years  of  study  and  self-evaluation,  the  Home  was  accred- 
ited by  the  Council  on  Accreditation  of  Service  for  Families  and  Children. 
Accreditation  is  a  pursuit  of  excellence.  The  process  helps  us  identify  the 
strengths  and  weaknessess  of  our  governance,  operations,  and  services.  It  al- 
lows us  to  improve  everything  directly  involved  in  the  care  of  children,  and 
ensures  that  the  Home  meets  "best  practice"  standards  in  all  aspects  of  our 
ministry. 

Accreditation  must  be  renewed  every  four  years.  In  March  of  2003,  we  be- 
gan working  on  the  re-accreditation  process,  including  self-studies  of  the  min- 
istry. The  process  is  very  difficult  and  time  consuming.  We  prepared  a  self- 
study  of  the  entire  organization,  as  evidence  of  compliance  for  hundreds  of 
standards. 

A  team  of  reviewers  came  to  the  campus  in  October  2003  to  interview  our 
Board  of  Directors,  staff,  and  residents.  While  they  were  here,  they  also  re- 
viewed documentation  of  compliance.  In  November,  the  agency  received  from 
the  peer-review  team,  a  report  of  non-compliance  issues.  In  December  2003, 
we  responded  to  the  report  as  one  final  step  toward  accreditation. 

Our  prayer  and  hard  work  paid  off  when  we  received  word  in  early  March 
2004  that  we  had  been  re-accredited.  We  would  like  to  say  thank-you  to  all 
who  said  a  prayer  for  us  during  this  process,  and  a  special  thanks  to  the  staff 
for  their  efforts  and  hard  work,  as  we  continue  to  press  toward  our  goal  to 
provide  quality  child  care  to  children  and  families  in  need. 


CHANGE  FOR  CHILDREN  2004 

"Change  for  Children"  was  a  huge  success  last  year.  Again  this  year, 
we  believe  the  Lord  will  bless  the  efforts  of  many  Free  Will  Baptists  who 
give  their  change  for  the  Children's  Home  ministry.  The  campaign 
generates  financial  support  for  us  during  the  crucial  summer  months, 
and  also  increases  awareness  of  our  child-care  ministry. 


We  would  like  to 
who  participated 
campaign  gave 
experience  giving 
economical  way. 
have  already 
announcing  our 
year,  and  the  change 


say  a  special  thanks  to  all  churches 
in  last  year's  campaign.  This 
everyone  an  opportunity  to 
in     a      simple  and 
Churches  should 
received  the  letter 
campaign  this 
bags,  bulletin 


inserts,  and  information  ' is  on  the  way 

to  each  church,  to  help  us  launch  the  "Change 

for  Children  2004." 

This  campaign  not  only  helps  the  Home,  but  it  also  provides  Free  Will 
Baptists  and  new  members  an  opportunity  to  learn  more  about  their 
Children's  Home. 

We  would  like  to  invite  everyone  to  save  your  change  again  this  year, 
and  please  be  much  in  prayer  for  our  ministry  at  the  Home.  If  you  should 
have  questions,  or  need  additional  supplies,  please  feel  free  to  contact 
Cynthia  Batten,  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home,  Inc.,  at  (252)  235-2161. 


Pastor  David  Pooser  and  family 

On  February  12, 2004,  we  were  vis- 
ited by  Pastor  David  Pooser,  Sidney 
Church,  Belhaven,  NC,  and  his  fam- 
ily They  came  to  the  campus  to  de- 
liver Valentine's  Day  bags  full  of 
goodies  for  each  resident  on  campus. 
The  bags  had  been  prepared  by  the 
Sidney  FWB  Church  Woman's 
Auxilary.  Thanks  so  much  for  your 
generosity. 

On  March  2,  2004,  Branch  Chapel 
Church  Adult  Bible  Class  delivered 
much  needed  cleaning  supplies,  per- 
sonal items,  and  a  vacuum  cleaner  to 
the  Home.  Thanks! 

OUR  NEEDS  LIST 

Paper  Products,  Cleaning  &  Laundry 
Supplies 

Personal  Care  Items  (soap,  deodor- 
ant, toothbrushes,  toothpaste, 
brushes,  combs) 

Silk  Peace  Lily  Arrangements  for 
Church  (4) 

Ice  Tea  Dispenser  (Restaurant  Type) 

Vacuum  Cleaners 

Desk  Lamps 

Bath  Mats 

Outside  TV  Antennas  with  poles  and 

brackets  (4) 
Food  Processors 
12-inch  Teflon  Frying  Pans 
Play  Station  Games  (E  Rating) 
Large  Roasting  Pans 
Backpacks 

Craft  Kits  and  Supplies 
Summer  Trip  Sponsor  ($1500) 
Mini  Blinds  (call  for  sizes  and  types) 
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CROWING"  NEWS 
FROM  THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  MINISTRY 

The  Sunday  School  Ministry  wishes  to  spread  good  news  from 
its  office.  Just  when  you  think  people  have  forgotten  about  the 
Sunday  School  in  the  denomination  and  in  their  churches,  good 
things  begin  to  happen.  Let  us  share  some  of  them  with  you. 


The  Sunday  School  Ministry  was  able  to  fund  11  chil- 
dren to  camp  for  the  summer  of  2004.  Their  full  registra- 
tion fee  was  provided.  This  was  due  in  part  from  dona- 
tions to  the  Camp  Scholarship  Fund.  The  Sunday  School 
Board  had  funds  for  six  children  and  the  donations  pro- 
vided for  the  extra  five.  Praise  the  Lord! 

Regional  Training  Centers'  Seminars  are  in  full  swing  in 
the  Cape  Fear  Conference  at  St.  Mary's  Grove,  the  Cen- 
tral Conference  at  Marlboro,  the  Eastern  Conference  at 
Whaley's  Chapel  and  Rooty  Branch,  and  the  Western 
Conference  at  Marsh  Swamp.  The  Albemarle  Conference 
Training  was  held  at  Mt.  Zion.  Come  and  be  a  part! 

The  63rd  Annual  Sunday  School  Institute  was  held  at 
Mount  Olive  College  on  March  6,  2004,  with  the  fol- 
lowing statistics: 

•  335+  people  in  attendance 

•  65  churches  from  5  conferences  represented 

•  30  workshops  successfully  conducted 

•  42  young  people  in  attendance 

•  84  emergency  kits  provided  for  Disaster  Relief  Ministry 

•  50  gifts  were  presented 

•  Sunday  School  Teacher  of  the  Year  was  Mrs.  Janet 
Brown  from  White  Oak  Grove  Church  in  La  Grange. 
Congratulations!  She  received  a  gift,  a  plaque,  and 
$1,000  to  be  used  to  enhance  her  role  in  Christian  Edu- 
cation at  her  church. 

•  Sunday  School  Superintendent  of  the  Year  was  Mr. 
Philip  Brown  from  Horton  Road  Church  in  Durham. 
Congratulations!  He  received  a  gift,  a  plaque,  and 
$1,000  to  be  used  to  enhance  his  role  in  Christian  Edu- 
cation at  his  church  as  he  leads  the  Sunday  School 
program  into  greater  service  in  the  Durham  commu- 
nity. 

•  The  participants  had  an  opportunity  to  discuss  lo- 
cal church  activities  geared  to  motivation  and  involve- 
ment. These  ideas  will  be  collated  and  provided  at  a 
later  time.  This  exercise  gave  us  the  understanding 


that  we  already  have  resources  to  involve  people  in 
Christian  service,  but  we  need  to  be  prodded  to  in- 
volve ALL  people  in  the  service  of  the  King. 

•  Mrs.  Rebecca  Hill  from  Westside  Church  in  Kinston 
provided  special  music  that  lifted  our  hearts  in  joy 
and  praise  to  a  loving  Lord. 

t    Scheduled  events  for  learning  opportunities  for  April: 

•  April  1 — Regional  Training  at  St.  Mary's  Grove, 
Benson,  NC;  Topic:  Leadership  Skills 

•  April  5 — Regional  Training  at  Whaley's  Chapel, 
Richlands,  NC;  Topic:  Sunday  School  Ministry,  the 
Church  at  Study 

•  April  8 — Regional  Training  at  Marlboro,  Farmville, 
NC;  Topic:  Teaching  to  Make  a  Difference 

•  April  12 — Regional  Training  at  Rooty  Branch,  Mount 
Olive,  NC;  Topic:  Sunday  School  Assessment  Demonstra- 
tion 

•  April  18 — Regional  Workshop  sponsored  by  the 
Barrow  Family  Endowed  Fund  for  Christian  Minis- 
try at  Greenville,  First  FWB;  Topic:  Making  the  Church 
Work  (Five  seminars) 

•  April  20 — Sunday  School  Board  quarterly  meeting 

•  April  25 — Regional  Training  at  Marsh  Swamp,  Sims, 
NC;  Topic:  Leadership  Skills 

We  invite  you  to  become  a  part  of  the  Sunday  School 
Ministry  for  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  Contact  Mrs.  Mary 
Dudley  for  further  information  about  the  Ministry  and 
how  you  can  aid  in  its  expansion  for  the  Kingdom. 

Sunday  School  Ministry 
Mary  Dudley 
P.O.  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
Phone:  (252)  746-4963 
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MOTIVATING  OUR  WORKERS 


The  theme  of  "Motivating  Our  Work- 
ers" has  been  chosen  by  the  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  for 
the  current  year  as  part  of  a  five-year 
series  of  themes  to  guide  us  in  our  en- 
deavors. As  I  seek  to  address  this  theme 
for  the  benefit  of  our  readers,  I  am 
aware  that  because  it  is  so  general  it 
needs  some  direction  in  order  to 
achieve  results.  What  results  do  we 
want  to  achieve  if  we  try  to  motivate 
our  workers?  Can  we  assume  that  ev- 
eryone in  the  churches  already  knows 
where  we  need  to  go  or  what  we  ought 
to  be  doing  if  we  don't  know  what  our 
specific  goals  or  purposes  are?  To  what 
ends  are  we  asking  our  workers  to  di- 
rect their  energies  and  resources? 

Obviously,  aims  or  purposes  of  each 
of  the  organizations  that  operate  under 
the  umbrella  of  the  Convention  will 
differ  in  certain  respects.  Each  of  our 
ministries  has  its  own  set  of  aims  and 
objectives.  The  auxiliary  organiza- 
tions— like  the  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Convention,  the  Layman's  Leagues, 
and  the  Ministerial  Association — all 
have  their  own  mission  and  purposes. 
We  expect  each  ministry  and  each  aux- 
iliary organization  to  state  clearly  their 
mission  and  the  goals  toward  which 
they  want  their  constituencies  and  sup- 
porters to  move.  In  like  manner,  each 
local  church  needs  to  have  a  clear  un- 
derstanding of  its  mission  and  to  de- 
vise plans  for  carrying  out  that  mission, 
including  the  activities  and  programs 
through  which  their  plans  can  be 
brought  to  fruition. 

If  organizations  are  to  succeed  in 
reaching  their  goals,  they  must  develop 
strategies  that  are  appropriate  to  their 
own  programs  and  activities.  One  of 
these  strategies  might  well  be  the  con- 
sideration of  the  best  ways  by  which 
to  motivate  their  constituencies  and/ 
or  supporters  to  help  them  to  achieve 
their  objectives.  This  must  be  done  by 
each  of  our  organizations  and  minis- 
tries, with  reference  to  its  special  role 
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in  the  life  of  the  denomination.  In  ev- 
ery case  the  task  of  "motivating  our 
workers"  will  involve  communication 
and  there  are  many  channels  by  which 
communication  is  possible  in  our  time. 
These  include  (among  others)  the  spo- 
ken word,  the  written  word,  the  printed 
page,  the  visual  media,  the  internet,  etc. 
Some  channels  are  more  effective  than 
others,  depending  upon  the  particular 
circumstances  or  setting  in  which  they 
are  used  and  the  knowledge  and  skills 
of  the  persons  using  them.  More  often 
than  not,  we  have  depended  upon  the 
spoken  word  and  the  printed  page  to 
communicate  our  message  and  hope- 
fully to  inspire  or  move  our  hearers  or 
our  readers  to  take  the  desired  action. 
In  our  local  churches,  conferences,  and 
the  Convention  we  make  extensive  use 
of  the  spoken  word  to  inspire  and  to 
motivate  our  people  to  reach  some  goal 
or  to  make  progress  toward  our  objec- 
tives, and  the  results  are  mixed.  While 
at  times  we  are  presented  with  mov- 
ing images  and  convincing  claims  that 
command  our  attention  and  evoke  a 
positive  response,  at  other  times  we 
appear  passive  and  unmoved  by  the 
words  of  the  speaker.  In  spite  of  the  best 
intentions  on  the  part  of  the  bearer  of 
the  message,  too  often  those  who  lis- 
ten are  not  inspired  or  stimulated  to  act 
in  accordance  with  the  speaker's  intent. 
While  this  may  well  be  the  speaker's 
fault,  it  can  sometimes  be  attributed  to 
the  culture  of  indifference  that  affects 
even  church  people. 

In  the  modern  world,  we  are  con- 
stantly bombarded  by  the  media  with 
messages  and  images  that  too  often 
leave  us  overloaded  and  confused,  un- 
able to  make  wise  decisions  or  to  take 
actions  that  are  in  our  best  interest  or 
for  the  good  of  our  fellow  human  be- 
ings. We  have  access  to  information 
from  a  multitude  of  sources  that  could 
empower  us  to  live  better  lives  and  to 
make  meaningful  contributions  to  the 
welfare  of  the  society  to  which  we 


belong.  For  example,  we  are  constantly 
being  told  by  those  in  the  medical  com- 
munity that  if  we  are  willing  to  change 
our  lifestyles  (healthy  diets,  proper  ex- 
ercise, and  an  avoidance  of  bad  health 
habits)  we  could  live  longer  and  more 
productive  lives.  In  turn  this  would  be 
a  great  benefit  to  the  whole  society  in 
economic  terms.  Yet,  given  all  this  in- 
formation we  lack  the  motivation  to 
take  the  necessary  action  to  improve 
our  health.  Or,  to  take  another  example, 
we  know  that  our  communities,  our 
state,  and  our  nation  could  realize  the 
goal  of  being  a  fairer,  a  more  just,  a 
more  democratic  society  if  we  would 
take  seriously  the  responsibility  of  our 
civic  duties  to  be  informed  about  the 
issues  confronting  us  and  to  cast  our 
vote  in  local,  state,  and  national  elec- 
tions. Still,  a  large  percentage  of  our 
citizens  do  not  participate  in  the  elec- 
toral process.  They  lack  the  motivation 
to  attend  to  this  most  fundamental  civic 
obligation. 

This  brings  me  to  the  conclusion  that 
external  influences  alone  are  not  in 
themselves  sufficient  to  motivate  us  to 
do  the  right  things.  No  amount  of  spo- 
ken words,  living  examples,  written 
arguments,  or  visual  displays  can  move 
us  to  become  the  persons  that  we  ought 
to  be  or  to  do  the  things  we  ought  to 
do  unless  there  is  something  deep 
within  us  that  has  the  power  to  change 
our  lives.  I  have  in  mind  the  gift  of  faith 
that  comes  by  hearing  the  message 
about  Christ  (see  Romans  10:17).  Faith 
in  God's  revelation  in  Christ  is  the  key 
to  knowing  who  we  are  and  how  we 
are  to  live  in  this  world.  Trusting  in 
Christ  means  that  we  place  ourselves 
in  His  hands  and  that  we  are  willing  to 
make  Him  Lord  of  our  lives.  It  means 
that  we  become  "the  servant  of  Christ," 
to  use  a  phrase  that  the  apostle  Paul 
used  in  his  letters. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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The  "workers"  whom  we  wish  to 
motivate  and  to  whom  we  make  our 
appeal  are  in  the  deepest  sense  the  ser- 
vants of  Christ.  Therefore,  any  task  or 
mission  that  we  call  upon  them  to  per- 
form should  be  in  keeping  with  the 


Spirit  of  Christ  and  our  appeal  must  be 
one  that  addresses  the  Christ  within, 
that  takes  into  account  the  faith  that  is 
at  the  core  of  our  being  as  Christians 
and  that  moves  us  to  perform  works  of 
love  in  His  name.  We  ought  never  to 


forget  that  as  Christians  we  are  all 
called  to  be  ministers  (servants)  of 
Christ  and  that  all  are  gifted  by  His 
Spirit  for  the  work  of  building  up  the 
body  of  Christ  and  for  being  the  pres- 
ence of  Christ  in  the  world. 


Woman's  Auxiliary 


PEE  DEE 
WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 
SPRING  CONVENTION 

Mt.  Calvary  Church 
April  3,  2004 — 10:00  a.m. 

Theme:  "Victorious  Living" 
Scripture:  Romans  8:11 


CRAGMONT  WOMAN'S 
CONFERENCES 
June  7-12,  2004 
Speaker:  bAarie  Glenn 

August  2-7,  2004 
Speakers:  Kristie  Bailey 
Kerrie  Clayton 


Hymn 
Prayer 
Devotion 
Welcome 
Response 
Offertory  Prayer 
Hymn 
Life  Membership 
President's  Remarks 
Secretary's  Report 

Chairperson's  Reports 
Youth  Chair 
Benevolence  Chair 
Missions  Chair 
Study  Course  Chair 

Denominational  Reports 
Treasurer's  Report 
Old  Business 
New  Business 
Installation  Service 
Special  Music 
Speaker 

Benediction  and  Thanks  for  the  Meal 


Victory  in  Jesus,"  #317 


REGISTRATION  FORM 


Bonnie  Ransom 
Linda  Ransom 
Ramona  Puckett 


Name 


Address 
Phone 


Church 


He  Keeps  Me  Singing,"  #541      WHICH  CONFERENCE  ATTENDING: . 


Edith  McPherson 
Ava  Edwards 

Faye  Bryant 
Denise  Richards 
Patricia  Blackmon 
Peggy  Carden 

Minnie  Godwin 


Becky  Jo  Sumner 
Kelly  Conner 
Becky  Jo  Sumner 


If,  due  to  health  reasons,  you  require  downstairs  accommoda- 
tions, please  check  here:  

If  you  do  not  plan  to  ride  the  bus,  please  check  here:  


Mail  this  registration  form  along  with  a  $20  deposit  to: 
Teresa  M.  Ball, 
6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road,  Griffon,  NC  28530 

A  balance  of  $145  will  be  due  upon  arrival  at  Cragmont. 
Make  checks  payable  to:  Cragmont  Woman's  Conference 

There  wil  be  afternoon  trips  into 
Black  Mountain  and  Asheville  for  $10  each. 
There  will  be  an  outing  planned 
for  Wednesday  for  approximately  $70. 


Remember:  The  June  Conference  wishes  to  encourage  par- 
ticipation of  couples  and  of  individual  gentlemen,  as  well  as 
our  ladies.  A  limited  number  of  private  accommodations  for 
couples  are  available  on  first  registered,  first  served  basis. 
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NORTH  CAROLINA  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 
CONVENTION  OF  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 
SEVENTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  SESSION 

isAay  13,  2004 
Hosted  hy  Eastern  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 
Pilgrim's  Home  Church,  Kinston,  North  Carolina 

Theme:  "Be  Faithful  Where  You  Are" 
Speaker:  Del  Daniels,  Stoney  Creek  Church,  Western  Conference 
Scripture:  Mine  eyes  shall  be  upon  faithful  of  the  land,  that  they  may  dwell  with  me: 

he  that  walketh  in  a  perfect  way,  he  shall  serve  me  (Psalm  101:6). 
Moreover  it  is  required  in  stewards,  that  a  man  be  found  faithful  (1  Corinthians  4:2). 


Greenville 


Jacksonville 


Wyse  Fork  is  3.7  miles  east  of  Lenoir  Community  Col- 
lege on  US  70.  Pilgrim's  Home  Church  is  2.3  miles  south 
of  Wyse  fork  on  Wyse  Fork  Rd.  (SR  1002). 


MOTELS— Kinston 
West  Park  Inn  &  Suites 
Hampton  Inn 
Comfort  Inn 
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Layman's  leacuc 


SCENES  FROM  THE  CENTRAL  CONFERENCE 
AT  FREE  UNION  CHURCH 
March  i,  2004 


Left  to  Right:  Dr.  David  Hines  of  Free 
Union  Church  and  Rev.  Walt  Tyndall  of 
Spring  Branch  Church  having  a  good  time 
at  the  Central  Conference  Layman's  League 
Meeting  at  Free  Union. 


Rev.  Alan  Joyner  and  his  wife,  Janet, 
performing  special  music. 


Central  Conference  President  Irvin 
Mizzelle  of  Rose  of  Sharon  Church. 


Dr.  David  Hines,  Senior  Pastor  of  Free 
Union  Church,  performing  special  music. 


Master  of  Ceremonies  for  the  evening, 
Free  Union's  Layman's  League  President, 
Mr.  Dana  Harrell. 


PURPOSE  AND  GOALS 

1.  To  bring  men  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  denomination  together  to  promote  fellowship  and  sharing; 

2.  To  increase  our  knowledge  and  power  in  Christ  Jesus; 

3.  To  reach  out  and  touch  others  for  Christ; 

4.  To  train  and  enhance  our  talents  for  the  great  calling  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ; 

5.  To  strengthen  the  spiritual  fabric  among  all  laymen  in  our  denomination  to  worship  and  serve  God  in  unity  (1  Corinthians 
16:13). 

Goal 

To  exalt  Christ  through  the  agencies  which  God  in  His  providence  has  provided  for  the  people  making  up  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  (Matthew  22:37). 

Motto 

"World-wide  Christian  soldiers  marching  as  to  WAR,  with  the  CROSS  and  FLAG  of  JESUS  going  on  before,  throughout  the 
WORLD." 
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OUR  SPIRITUAL  LIFE  RETREAT 


Greetings  from  your  camp  by  the  sea. 
Remember  that  the  word  "Vandemere" 
means  "village  by  the  sea."  We  are  get- 
ting excited  as  we  begin  to  prepare  for 
another  camping  season.  Wesley  Taylor, 
our  manager,  is  working  hard  to  get  ev- 
erything ready  for  you  to  come  and 
spend  some  time  with  us  at  the  camp. 

One  thing  that  is  being  done  is  the  re- 
modeling of  the  boys'  showers.  When  the 
camp  was  built,  the  boys'  showers  were 
open  with  no  partitions  separating  them. 
Now  we  have  gone  in  and  torn  out  a 
wall,  and  are  putting  in  partitions  so  each 
shower  will  be  private.  When  this  is  com- 
plete, plans  are  to  redo  the  floor  in  both 
the  boys'  and  girls'  bathrooms  to  match 
that  which  is  in  the  new  bathhouse.  This 
will  save  us  from  having  to  re-paint  the 
floors  each  year  and  will  help  the  bath- 
rooms to  have  a  neater  appearance. 

We  are  planning  to  start  work  on  a 
dropped  ceiling  in  the  dining  hall  in  the 
near  future.  This  will  help  save  on  the 
air-conditioning  and  add  to  the  looks,  as 
well  as  better  meet  health  regulations. 
This  is  all  being  done  with  volunteer  help 
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to  save  the  camp  money  and  promote 
fellowship  among  those  doing  the  work. 
We  appreciate  the  many  friends  of  the 
camp  who  come  and  give  of  their  time 
to  help  us. 

Our  work  on  the  new  storage  build- 
ing is  moving  a  little  slow,  but  we  are 
making  progress.  Recently,  we  were  able 
to  have  the  floor  poured;  we  plan  to  lay 
a  couple  of  rows  of  blocks  around  the 
outer  edge  so  we  can  start  putting  up  the 
walls.  We  have  the  materials  ready  so 
once  the  blocks  are  laid  we  will  be  ready 
for  the  walls  to  go  up.  Most  of  the  work 
being  done  on  this  building  is  by  mem- 
bers of  Macedonia  Church,  near  Vance- 
boro.  Continue  to  pray  for  them  as  they 
work  on  this  project. 

Plans  are  to  have  two  singings  this 
year.  The  first  one  will  be  Saturday,  May 
29.  The  purpose  of  this  event  is  to  have 
an  open  house  and  to  kick  off  our  camp- 
ing season.  We  would  like  to  invite  you 
to  come  look  and  see  what  the  camp  has 
for  your  church,  group,  family,  and  your 
young  people  as  they  attend  camp. 
Lunch  will  be  available  as  well  as  drinks 


and  snacks.  Then  on  August  20-21,  we 
will  have  our  annual  all-day  singing 
starting  on  Friday  night.  We  would  like 
to  encourage  you  to  come  down  on  Fri- 
day, eat  supper  with  us,  then  spend  the 
night  so  you  will  be  ready  for  the  sing- 
ing on  Saturday.  Keep  in  mind  that  on 
Saturday  we  will  have  fish  plates,  drinks, 
hotdogs,  and  hamburgers  as  well  as  oth- 
er things  available.  All  you  have  to  do  is 
mark  your  calendars  and  come  on  down. 
Both  sings  will  be  under  the  big  tent  that 
we  get  from  Home  Missions. 

Wesley  and  his  wife  are  doing  a  fine 
job  for  us  at  the  camp.  If  you  haven't 
called  him  and  reserved  your  time  at  the 
camp,  let  me  encourage  you  to  do  so. 
Why  not  invite  him  to  come  to  your 
church  and  present  his  slide  presenta- 
tion? 

Some  upcoming  events  are:  Boy  Scouts 
Jamboree,  May  21-24;  State  Layman's 
League  Spiritual  Life  Retreat,  June  4-5; 
and  Women's  week,  June  21-24.  For 
more  information,  contact  Wesley  at 
(252)  745-3171,  (252)  745-1203,  Cell  (252) 
634-1287,  Pager  (252)  514-3222. 


People  6  Events 


SHADY  GROVE  CHURCH 
PRESENTS... 
MAY  DAY  YOUTH  JAM! 

Come  and  enjoy  an 
awesome  time  in  the  Lord! 
With  Appearances  by: 
Shady  Grove  Praise, 
Daily  Devotion,  and 
Special  Guests:  Under  the  Bus 
May  1, 2004—7-9  p.m. 
Shady  Grove  Church, 
Spivey's  Corner,  NC 
For  more  information  contact: 
Bryan  Jackson  (910)  567-2422 


ATTENTION  YOUTH  GROUPS 

It  is  time  to  make  your  plans  and  get  regis- 
tered for  the  Youth  Convention,  "Behind  Enemy 
Lines,"  held  at  Mount  Olive  College  May  14-16, 
2004.  Each  district  youth  director  will  be  receiv- 
ing the  registration  brochure  in  the  mail  to  be 
sent  to  all  churches.  A  website  where  you  can 
register  and  get  information  online  is  also  being 
developed  and  should  be  available  by  April  1 

Look  for  <www.youthconventionofwb.com>. 

In  addition  to  our  own  devotions  and  presen- 
tations, we  hope  to  have  a  "Kid  Zone"  for  kids 
10  and  under,  some  workshops,  and  a  concert 
by  performer,  Joy  Williams.  For  more  informa- 
tion, contact  Scott  Lane  at  (919)  736-1423. 
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Lorraine  and  Connie  Hines 


MONTH-LONG  CELEBRATION 
OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
FIRST  FWB  CHURCH— GREENVILLE 

by  Sue  Dail,  Sunday  School  Superintendent 

First  Church  of  Greenville  began  its  celebra- 
tion of  Christian  Education  month  with  a  Sun- 
day School  Rally  Day  on  February  1,  2004.  Fol- 
lowing the  buffet  breakfast  in  the  Fellowship 
Hall,  everyone  met  in  the  sanctuary  for  a  Gos- 
pel Concert  featuring  the  Malpass  Family  made 
possible  through  the  efforts  of  Van  Stocks. 

Dorlis  Mills,  rotating  teacher  for  the  Crusad- 
ers Class  and  the  Willing  Workers  Class,  stirred 
hearts  with  a  devotion  about  putting  God  first 
in  our  lives.  Her  comments  centered  on  our 
availability,  dependability,  responsibility,  and 
ultimate  accountability  in  our  service  to  the 
Lord.  She  has  been  a  devoted  Sunday  School  teacher  at  First  Church  for  many 
years. 

Barbara  Arnold,  teacher  of  the  Potter's  Class,  gave  a  testimony  defining 
what  Sunday  School  means  to  her.  While  Sunday  School  is  a  place  to  study 
God's  Word  and  fellowship  with  other  Christians,  she  said,  "Belonging  to 
Sunday  School  also  means  stepping  up  to  take  our  turn,  using  whatever  the 
Lord  gives  us  for  His  glory." 

Special  contributions  were  received  in  loving  memory  of  Connie  B.  Hines 
in  recognition  of  his  faithful  service  to  the  Sunday  School  of  First  Church. 

These  funds,  in 
the  amount  of 
$395,  have 
been  given  to 
Cragmont  As- 
sembly. 

On  February 
21,  Jamie  and 
Mamie  Stokes 
were  honored 
with  pins  for 
34  years  and  24 
years  of  perfect 
Sunday  School 
attendance  re- 
spectively. On 
March  1,  each 
Sunday  School 

teacher  was  remembered  by  the  Sunday  School  Superintendent  with  a  red 
rose  corsage  or  boutonniere. 

This  article  has  been  written  in  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  our  Lord  for  the 
growth  in  our  Sunday  School  the  past  year. 


Left  to  Right:  Jamie  Stokes;  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Rick 
Raines;  and  Mamie  Stokes. 


YOU  CAN'T 
MISS  THE 
MUSICAL 
DRAMA 
"The  Resurrection" 

Created  by 
Deborah  Craiq-Claar 

and  Robert  Sterling 
Performed  by  members 

of  Snow  Hill  Church 

Come  and  hear  musical 
selections  you  won't  forget! 
Come  and  see  scenes  from  the 
triumphal  entry  into  Jerusalem 
to  the  Resurrection  morning! 
Come  and  make  this  an  Easter  you 
will  always  remember! 

Jesus  will  be  portrated  by 
guest  artist, 
Garrett  Southerland. 
Music  performed  by  the 
Snow  Hill  Adult  Choir 
with  special  performances 
by  Sarah  Crumpler,  Penny 
Kornegay,  Janet  Blanchard,  Celeste 
Fussell,  Chris  Johnson,  and 
Connie  Houston. 

The  drama  can  be  seen  twice: 
Friday,  April  9,  7:30  p.m. 
Sunday,  April  11, 11  a.m. 

Snow  Hill  Church  is  loated  at 
1213  Red  Hill  Road,  Mount  Olive 


GOSPEL  SING 

Sponsored  by 
State  Layman's  League 

Hosted  by 
Juniper  Chapel  Church, 
Vanceboro,  NC 
THREE  BY  GRACE 
Featured  Singers 
Saturday,  April  24,  2004 

7  P.M. 

Refreshments  will  follow. 
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BEAUFORT  CHURCH 
CALLS  DAVID  VESPER 

by  Pepper  Worthington 


Beaufort  Church  has  called  David 
Vesper  to  be  their  pastor.  Vesper  began 
his  duties  on  January  4,  2004. 

"I  spoke  on  November  30  and  the 
people  of  Beaufort  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  told  me  they  voted  100%  for  me 
to  come  to  be  their  pastor,"  Vesper  said 
with  a  broad  smile,  his  face  flushed 
with  energy  as  he  accepted  a  new 
challenge.  His  wife,  Roxie,  sat  with 
him,  her  support  as  deep  as  the  roots 
of  a  seasoned  eastern  North  Carolina 
oak  tree. 

I  felt  time  cross  the  space  like  an  H. 
G.  Wells'  phenomenon,  clipping 
moments  with  surrealistic  speed. 
David  Vesper  had  been  my  student  in 
1982,  his  handwriting  still  visible  in  my 
mind's  eye  as  he  wrote  essays  in  the 
composition  and  literature  courses  I 
taught  at  Mount  Olive  College.  As  I 
looked  at  his  happy  face,  I  felt  his 
youthful  enthusiasm  all  over  again, 
though  we  both  had  crossed  the  line  of 
demarcation  from  youth  into  age. 
David  is  sixty  years  old;  I  am 
approaching  sixty-one,  age  an 
admission  of  time's  leveling  field  when 
we  all  lie  down  to  face  the  earth  that 
absorbs  us  despite  our  earned  degrees, 
heart-felt  sermons,  struggling  bank 
accounts,  independent  offspring, 
debatable  deeds,  or  fumbling  records. 

"Do  you  think  your  degree  from 
Mount  Olive  College  has  helped  you 
David?"  I  asked  as  he  drank  a  giant 
Coca-Cola  while  I  sipped  a  steaming 
cup  of  coffee  in  Hardee's  at  Beaufort. 

"Oh,  yes!"  exclaimed  Vesper.  "I 
highly  recommend  for  everybody  to 
get  a  formal  education.  There  is  no  way 
I  could  fulfill  a  pastor's  duties  without 
my  degree.  Did  you  know  I  was  in  the 
first  four-year  graduating  class  from 
Mount  Olive  College?  Did  you  know  I 
was  the  sixth  person  to  get  a  degree  in 
Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Mount  Olive 
College?"  he  asked,  his  face  awake  as 
his  heart. 

"You  were?"  I  replied,  the  year  1986 
a  memory  with  motion  at  this  moment, 
time  past  now  time  present,  the  future 


a  view  from  Hardee's  window. 

"And  do  you  know  what  you  taught 
me  still  sticks?  My  sermons  have  to  be 
original.  I  still  focus  on  a  thesis  and 
develop  my  points  just  like  I  did  in  your 
literature  class.  I  use  lines  once  in  a 
while  from  the  great  writers  like 
Shelley  to  make  my  sermons  more 
interesting.  I  try  to  keep  my  sermons 
simple  so  people  will  remember  them. 
I  try  to  be  clear.  You  helped  me,"  he 
said,  his  words  walking  about  from  his 
spirit  as  if  he  wanted  to  thank  me,  an 
ancestor  teacher  of  sorts,  absent  but 
present,  time  lost  in  temporal  space. 

"That's  kind  of  you,  David,"  I 
mumbled,  the  year  1982  more  than  22 
years  ago,  a  time  of  greater  health,  more 
youthful  ambition,  more  intense  hope. 

"Literature  is  important  to  me," 
continued  Vesper,  his  newly-appointed 
position  a  challenge  ahead  despite  age. 
"Mount  Olive  College  is  important  to 
me.  I  remember  Dr.  Pelt,  Frank 
Harrison,  Mrs.  Martin,  Willis  Brown, 
Mrs.  Cates,  and  you.  I  remember  how 
I  used  to  love  Moye  library  and  study 
there,"  he  mused,  winter  outside 
dropping  from  42  to  36  degrees. 

"Where  have  you  served  as  a 
pastor?"  I  asked  Vesper  who  sat  next 
to  his  wife,  Roxie,  the  two  of  them 
connected  like  dawn  to  noon. 

"Let's  see,"  he  began,  his  mind 
flipping  across  past  pages  of  service  in 
the  denomination.  "I  served  for  three 
years  at  the  Angola  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  Maple  Hill  in  Onslow 
County.  I  served  for  three  years  at  Faith 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Leland  in 
Brunswick  County  on  the  other  side  of 
Wilmington.  When  I  moved  to  Leland, 
I  had  $51  in  my  pockets.  I  served  six 
years  at  Trent  Free  Will  Baptist.  Roxie 
and  I  would  drive  to  the  Cherry  Branch 
ferry,  then  drive  16  miles  on  the  other 
side.  I  also  served  three  years  at  the 
Bridgeton  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  I 
may  not  have  these  churches  in  the 
right  order,  but  I've  been  out  and 
about,"  he  confessed  as  he  moved  his 
right  hand,  his  Mount  Olive  College 


David  and  Roxie  Vesper 


ring  flashing  1986,  the  year  he 
graduated. 

"Do  you  have  children?"  I  asked 
Roxie  as  she  looked  up  from  the  hot 
fried  chicken. 

"Three  sons,"  she  said.  "Jason  has 
just  left  for  basic  training  at  Great 
Lakes,  Illinois.  He  is  entering  the  Naval 
Training  Command.  Our  son,  Joshua, 
is  22  and  is  at  home  with  us.  Dayton  is 
31  and  is  teaching  at  East  Carolina.  He 
has  a  degree  in  music  and  plays  for  the 
East  Carolina  ballet.  I  remember  when 
he  was  just  six  years  old,  went  to  the 
piano,  and  played  Just  As  I  Am  after 
hearing  it  sung.  I  knew  then  I  had  to 
get  him  into  training  so  he  could  learn 
to  read  music  as  well  as  play  by  ear," 
she  explained,  her  instinct  concretely 
verified  with  her  son  now  in  place  at 
East  Carolina. 

"Do  you  have  a  job  outside  of  your 
pastor's  job,  David?"  I  asked. 

"Yes.  I  work  at  Henry's  Tackle.  I've 
been  there  10  years.  It's  on  Highway 
24  in  Carteret  County  and  does  $120 
million  a  year  as  a  wholesaler  for 
hunting,  fishing,  and  outdoors 
equipment  all  over  the  world.  I  believe 
my  work  there  is  a  ministry,  too.  I  like 
to  talk  to  everybody  from  the  CEO  to 
the  floor  staff,"  he  noted  as  the 
temperature  continued  to  drop  outside, 
age  moving  across  the  seasons  until 
earth  levels  all. 

"And  how  do  you  see  the  College 
today?"  I  asked. 

"Mount  Olive  College  is  growing.  I 
am  proud  to  have  my  degree  from 
there.  I  think  the  world  of  Dr.  Byrd.  I 
think  he's  the  man  for  the  job.  I  have 
the  utmost  respect  for  him.  We  are 
lucky  to  have  him  and  Marcy,  too.  The 
school  is  growing  and  the  basketball 
team  is  doing  good.  GO  TROJANS!"  he 
shouted,  his  voice  adding  heat  to  the 
cold  corner  of  Hardee's,  spirit  defiant 
of  weather,  time,  and  age. 
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ANTIOCH  HOSTS  ITS  NINTH 
ANNUAL  LADIES  MUG  AND  MUFFIN 


For  the  past  nine  years,  the  ladies  of  Antioch  Church  in 
Wayne  County  have  worked  to  coordinate  a  morning  of 
fellowship  for  area  ladies  on  the  Saturday  after  Valentine's 
Day.  The  purpose  of  this  event  has  been  to  inspire  all  who 
attend  to  continually  strengthen  their  walk  with  the  Lord 
while  offering  opportunities  of  fellowship  and  encourage- 
ment. The  Lord  has  graciously  blessed  this  endeavor  be- 
cause when  it  first  began,  only  thirteen  ladies  attended. 
Even  though  they  were  small  in  number,  the  Lord  showed 
the  ladies  of  Anitoch  Church  that  when  our  hearts  are 
right  and  we  earnestly  desire  to  make  a  difference  in  the 
lives  of  people,  He  is  willing  and  ready  to  lead  and  direct. 
This  year's  attendance  topped  145! 

This  year's  theme  came  from  Psalm  100:1-2:  "Make  a 
joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord."  What  a  joyful  noise  was  heard 
through  songs  of  praise,  and  words  of  encouragement. 
Shortly  after  a  delectable  breakfast  buffet,  Mrs.  Jamie  Britt 
Cox  provided  special  music.  She  ministered  to  the  group 
through  songs  of  inspiration  while  sharing  her  own  per- 
sonal testimony.  Mrs.  Lynette  Overman  shared  a  heart- 
felt message  on  "Joy."  She  shared  how  the  Lord  helped 
her  to  become  a  joyous  fighter  in  her  plight  to  overcome  a 
diagnosis  of  cancer.  With  all  of  life's  "interesting"  twists 
and  turns,  it  was  a  breath  of  fresh  air  to  absorb  all  that 
God  had  planned  for  this  year's  attendees. 

So. .  .SAVE  THE  DATE:  Saturday,  February  19, 2005  (8:30 
a.m.-I  p.m.)  and  make  plans  to  join  the  ladies  of  Antioch 
Church  in  celebrating  its  10th  Annual  Ladies  Mug  & 
Muffin!  We've  already  started  planning  for  you  to  be  part 
of  this  exciting  morning  of  scrumptious  food,  uplifting 
praise,  and  inspirational  words  of  encouragement.  Hope 
to  see  you  there!  More  details  to  come  in  upcoming  is- 
sues of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 


Ladies  prepare  for  the  culminating  event:  gift  exchange  (gifts 
were  related  to  the  Mug  &  Muffin). 


Guest  Speaker — Lynette  Overman 


Ladies  enjoyed  a  breakfast  buffet  while  fellowshiping  with  one 
another. 
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•A  MAN  RICH  IN  SOUL"— THE  REVEREND  CLYDE  COX 


Pictured  left  to  right:  Dr.  Raper,  Alma 
Dale  Cox,  the  Rev.  Clyde  Cox,  and  Gary 
Barefoot. 

During  more  than  half  a  century  of 
ministry  among  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  the  Rev.  Clyde  Cox  has  been 
like  a  stream  of  water  that  runs  qui- 
etly but  deeply.  While  others  might 
find  themselves  like  a  ship  tossed 
about  by  the  angry  waves  of  conflict 
and  criticism,  Clyde  has  always 
stayed  the  course.  The  anchor  of  his 
life  is  his  calling  to  preach  the  Good 
News  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  preach 
it  in  love. 

He  never  sought  fame,  prestige, 
wealth  or  positions  of  authority; 


by  W.  Burkette  Raper 

rather  his  focus  is  on  service.  I  have 
never  known  him  to  be  a  member  of 
a  clique,  seeking  to  promote  himself 
or  to  gain  control  over  others.  I  have 
never  heard  him  discredit  or  criticize 
his  fellow  ministers.  He  is  a  man  who 
acts  from  honest  motives  because  he 
understands  what  Jesus  meant  by 
"blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart." 

Modestly,  he  has  summarized  in 
brief  form  a  record  of  his  life's  minis- 
try, including  the  churches  he  has 
served,  revivals  he  has  conducted 
and  music  workshops  he  has  taught. 
Fortunately,  he  has  chosen  to  make 
this  record  a  part  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Historical  Collection  at  Mount 
Olive  College,  where  it  will  be  avail- 
able for  study  by  future  generations 
of  young  ministers.  It  is  a  story  of  a 
North  Carolina  family  that  during  the 
Great  Depression  had  to  give  up  its 
small  farm  in  order  to  move  to  a  tex- 
tile community  where  both  parents 
and  children  could  find  employ- 
ment. It  is  the  story  of  a  man  who 
was  poor  in  things  but  who  became 


rich  in  soul.  It  is  the  story  of  a  man 
whom  God  has  used  to  serve  some 
of  the  largest  and  leading  churches 
in  the  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists. 

Behind  this  story  is  the  man  him- 
self. During  his  recent  visit  to  the 
College  to  present  his  ministerial 
memorabilia,  Clyde  related  an  expe- 
rience during  one  of  his  many  reviv- 
als. Taking  note  of  three  young  boys 
who  were  attending  each  evening, 
Clyde  suggested  to  the  pastor  that 
they  make  a  visit  to  the  boys'  home 
to  invite  their  parents  to  also  attend. 
The  pastor  advised  Clyde  that  such 
a  visit  might  not  be  a  safe  thing  to 
do — that  the  boys  were  from  an  un- 
usually rough  section  of  town.  On 
the  last  night  of  the  revival,  all  three 
boys  made  a  profession  of  faith.  One 
of  the  boys,  however,  did  not  leave 
the  altar  area  but  held  on  to  Clyde's 
arm  and  coat.  When  the  others  had 
left,  the  boy  looked  up  at  Clyde  and 
said,  "Mr.  Preacher,  can  I  go  home 
with  you?" 


CHURCH  RECEIVES  NEW  STEEPLE 


Pleasant  Plain  Church  completed  the  fi- 
nal phase  of  their  "Steeple  Project"  on  Feb- 
ruary 23,  2004. 


The  Pleasant  Plain  Church  congregation  and  neighborhood  was  buzzing 
on  Monday,  February  23, 2004.  Kivett's,  Inc.  Steeple  Division,  which  is  located 
in  Clinton,  arrived  at  8:30  a.m.  with  the  made  to  order  steeple.  It  was  7  p.m.  when 
the  cross  was  finally  placed  atop  the  steeple  on  this  beloved  church  which  is 
located  on  Old  Beulah  Road,  two  miles  outside  of  Selma. 

Pleasant  Plain  Church  has  been  a  part  of  this  community  since  1885,  when 
the  first  church  was  started  across  the  road  in  a  log  cabin.  The  current  build- 
ing was  built  in  1923  with  additional  wings  added  in  1942,  but  a  steeple  was 
never  placed  on  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Clifford  Harwood,  pastor;  Sue  Griffin,  Chair  of  the  Steeple  Fund; 
and  Mr.  Jack  Weaver  and  Mr.  Derward  Jones,  deacons;  served  on  a  committee 
for  the  past  two  years  seeking  funds  for  the  projected  $10,000  steeple  project. 
Memorial  funds  along  with  other  member  contributions  were  sought  and  given 
in  memory  of  many  church  members  from  families  and  friends  affiliated  with 
the  church. 

"It  is  a  tribute  to  God's  Glory,"  stated  Pastor  Harwood.  Sue  Griffin  attributes 
the  steeple  as  a  shining  light  for  God  and  His  goodness.  It  is  a  memorial  for 
the  saints  of  this  church  who  have  experienced  Christian  fellowship  and  ser- 
vice with  friends,  family,  and  neighbors  in  this  Johnston  County  community. 
Pleasant  Plain  consists  of  a  small  group  of  Christian  workers  who  believe  in 
continued  growth  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  denomination. 

In  the  near  future  the  steeple  will  have  music  installed  and  outside  spot- 
lights which  will  complete  this  most  rewarding  project. 
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SPRING  AT  POWHATAN 


by  Rita 

Spring  is  here  and  Powhatan  sends 
wishes  for  a  blessed  Easter  season  to 
our  fellow  Original  Free  Will  Baptists! 
Don't  forget  the  April  Cape  Fear  Youth 
Rally  on  Saturday  evening,  April  3  at 
Covenant  Church  in  Fayetteville. 
Blended  Fellowship  will  have  the  pro- 
gram. 

Valentine  bags  were  made  by  the 
youth  and  filled  with  love  and  goodies 
for  our  senior  citizens  by  the  Kemery 
Ard  Sunday  School  Class.  They  were 
presented  to  those  in  attendance  over 
60  years  of  age  on  Sunday,  February  15. 
Cherub  Dylan  James  sang  a  special 
song,  "When  I  Grow  Up,  I  Want  to  Be 
Like  You,"  dedicated  to  our  older  mem- 
bers. There  was  a  Baby  Dedication  Cer- 
emony during  the  morning  service  in 
which  Alexis  Brianna  Jones,  Kerry  Scott 
Chestnut  III,  and  Joseph  Alan  Harper 
were  dedicated  to  the  Lord's  care  and 
to  the  Lord's  service  by  their  parents. 
The  Rev.  Bogle  referenced  young 
Samuel  being  given  to  the  Lord  by  his 
grateful  mother,  Hannah.  As  the  priest 
Eli  took  charge  of  Samuel's  upbringing 
for  Hannah,  we  should  all  be  vigilant 
in  watching  over  and  encouraging  our 
youth. 

At  the  request  of  Pee  Dee  Youth  Di- 
rector Faye  Bryant,  Crystal  Guy  (State 
Youth  Board  Representative  from  the 
Cape  Fear),  Western  District  Director 
Judy  Lane,  and  Cape  Fear  Director  Rita 
Jones  assisted  as  judges  for  the  Pee  Dee 
talent  competitions  on  the  morning  of 
February  21 .  Mount  Olive  student  and 
past  Cape  Fear  President,  Roberta 
Widhalm,  traveled  along  to  Mission 
Valley  Church  to  help  as  an  extra  judge 
for  the  event.  There  was  a  variety  of 
talented  youth  members  who  per- 
formed and  lots  of  beautiful  crafts  to 
see.  Congratulations  to  the  Pee  Dee 


Jones 

churches  that  were  so  well  represented. 

Mr.  Bogle  along  with  Alan  and 
Beverly  Price  attended  the  Union  Meet- 
ing held  at  Blended  Fellowship  the 
same  day.  The  facilities  there  will  be 
wonderful  when  all  the  work  is  com- 
pleted. 

Powhatan,  one  of  10  churches  par- 
ticipating from  the  Cape  Fear  with 
around  160  people,  attended  the  Mount 
Olive  "church  night"  basketball  game 
that  evening.  There  were  62  entries  re- 
ceived for  the  March  5-6  Cape  Fear 
competitions. 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  sponsored  a 
chicken  pastry  fundraiser  on  February 
28  in  the  fellowship  hall  and  raised  over 
$630  for  annual  projects.  An  open  dress 
rehearsal  for  Powhatan's  talent  entries 
was  held  after  the  dinner  so  members 
could  get  a  preview  and  any  last 
minute  details  could  be  worked  out. 
Some  of  the  highlights  were  our 
Cherub  group  dressed  as  crayons  for 
their  song,  the  puppet  performance 
from  our  AFCs,  and  our  YFA  signing 
choir.  Thank  you  to  all  who  worked  at 
and  supported  the  dinner  and  to  all  the 
youth  and  youth  workers  who  pre- 
sented the  program  afterwards. 

If  your  church  hasn't  registered  for 
the  May  Youth  Convention,  be  sure  you 
take  care  of  it  soon.  There  will  be  lots 
for  our  young  people  to  do  and  see  at 
this  year's  event,  BEHIND  ENEMY 
LINES.  Be  on  guard,  for  our  enemy 
(Satan)  is  on  the  prowl  trying  to  steal 
our  young  people  if  we  aren't  vigilant 
in  teaching  them  the  true  way.  Chris- 
tian fellowship  with  other  young 
people  is  important  to  building  lifelong 
Christian  friendships,  and  the  conven- 
tion gives  an  opportunity  for  all  our 
districts  from  across  the  state  to  come 
together  for  a  weekend  of  worship. 


APOLOGY 

An  apology  is  extended  to  Dr.  Michael  Pelt  for  the  incorrect  wording  in 
his  article  in  the  March  2004  issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  On  page  5,  middle 
column,  the  first  sentence  in  the  third  paragraph,  the  text  reads  "sub- 
Saharan  or  southern  ASIA."  The  text  should  read,  "sub-Saharan  or  southern 
AFRICA."  We  apologize  for  any  inconvenience  that  this  may  have  caused 
Mr.  Pelt  and  our  readers. 


THE  CAROL 
HANSLEY 
FAMILY 
ESTABLISHES 
THE  ELDER  IESSE 
HEATH 
MEMORIAL 

by  The  Reverend  C.  H.  Overman 

During  last  year's  North  Carolina 
Ministerial  Association  meeting  in  May 
at  Cragmont  Assembly,  the  Rev.  Carol 
B.  Hansley  announced  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Elder  Jesse  Heath  Memo- 
rial through  the  Ministerial  Associa- 
tion. 

Elder  Heath  played  a  vital  leadership 
role  in  the  development  of  the  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptist  Denomination  in 
eastern  North  Carolina  during  the 
1820s  and  1830s.  Much  of  his  work  is 
mentioned  in  Dr.  Michael  Pelt's  book, 
A  History  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

In  his  remarks  at  the  Minister's  Con- 
ference, Mr.  Hansley  alluded  to  the 
Hansley  family  ties  with  the  Heaths. 

"Elders  Jesse  Heath  and  James  Roach 
were  originally  from  Jones  County. 
James  Roach  preached  at  the  Grimsley 
Church,  Greene  County,  and  there  he 
met  and  married  Ann  Grimsley.  James 
Roach  died  some  time  later  and  Jesse 
Heath  married  Ann  Grimsley  Roach. 
The  couple  had  a  son  who  was  named 
James  Roach  Heath. 

"James  Roach  Heath  married  and 
had  two  sons  and  several  daughters. 
The  younger  son,  William  Amos  Heath, 
married  Mary  Alice  Powell,  who  was 
from  Vanceboro,  NC.  They  had  two 
sons  and  four  daughters.  The  oldest 
daughter,  Sunie  Ava  Heath,  met  and 
married  David  Cicero  Hansley  of 
Onslow  County.  The  couple  had  two 
sons  and  four  daughters.  The  sons  were 
David  W.  Hansley  and  Carol  B. 
Hansley." 

Brother  Hansley  concluded: 

"As  a  token  of  our  appreciation  for 
all  these  faithful  pioneers  for  God,  and 
our  love  and  appreciation  for  our  be- 
loved ministers,  we  have  established 
this  Memorial." 
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SMYRNA  CHURCH  NEWS 


Boy  Scout  Sunday  was  celebrated  on  February  15,  2004,  at 
Smyrna  Church  (Cape  Fear  Conference)  ivith  several  members  and 
their  families  from  Meadow  Pack  #62  and  Troop  262  attending  the 
worship  service.  Members  in  attendance  were  (left  to  right,  first 
row):  Tiger  cubs — Tyler  Barefoot,  Mason  Barefoot,  Travis  Eason, 
and  Evan  Raynor.  Second  Row:  Boy  Scout  Russell  Thornton  and 
first-year  Weblo  Nathan  Raynor. 


On  the  second  Sunday  in  February — Sunday  School  Month — 
attendees  at  Symrna  Church  (Cape  Fear  Conference)  chose  prayer 
partners  for  the  month.  Pictured  are  several  members  of  the  Begin- 
ners and  Primary  classes  who  chose  balloons  with  a  classmate's 
name  written  on  a  heart.  The  girls  are  Casey  and  Haley  Pearce. 
The  boys  are  Zeb  Wade,  Evan  Raynor,  and  Caden  Allen. 


Wilson  Bible  &  Bookstore  Closes 


Due  to  decreased  sales  over  the  past  five  years,  the  Wilson 
Bible  &  Bookstore  closed  on  March  27,  2004.  Over  the  past  five 
years  the  store  has  seen  Christian  merchandise  sales  drop  by 
50%.  Due  to  this  trend,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  Foundation  voted  in  its  February  meeting  to  cease 
operations  by  the  end  of  March. 

Churches  that  have  been  purchasing  Sunday  School  litera- 
ture through  the  Wilson  store  will  now  be  supplied  through  the 
Ayden  store.  These  churches  will  be  contacted  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  delivery  of  their  literature.  If  your  church  has  not 
been  contacted  already,  please  call  Faye  Avery  at  (800)  849-3927 
ext.  231  and  she  will  take  care  of  this  for  you.  We  at  "The  Press" 
offer  our  sincere  thanks  to  all  who  faithfully  supported  the  Wil- 
son store  and  we  hope  to  continue  to  serve  your  needs  through 
our  main  office. 


The  staff  and  the  board  of  "The  Press"  would  like  to  thank  the  many  employees  who  have  labored  for 
so  many  years  at  the  Wilson  Bible  &  Bookstore.  Special  emphasis  is  merited  by  Frances  Davis,  who  was 
employed  at  the  Wilson  store  for  21  years.  She  will  be  missed — but  she  will  also  be  remembered  as  a  fine 
Christian  servant  and  an  inspiration  to  so  many.  Pam  Sasser  has  also  been  a  big  help  to  so  many.  She  was 
always  willing  to  assist  customers  with  their  needs.  She,  too,  is  a  fine  Christian  lady  with  a  desire  to  lead 
people  to  Christ. 

Please  pray  for  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  and  its  other  three  stores  as  they  continue  to  strive  to  serve  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  through  the  sale  of  Christian  literature  and  church  supplies. 
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MINISTERIAL  ASSOCIATION 
OF  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

To:  All  Ministers  of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministerial  Association  wishes  to  invite  you  to 
attend  the  Ministers'  Conference  at  Cragmont  Assembly  on  May  17-19,  2004.  This  year's  theme  is  "Responding 
to  God's  Call  by  Motivating  Our  Workers,"  with  seminars  being  conducted  by  our  guest,  M.  Robert  Mulholland 
Jr.  supplied  by  the  James  A.  Evans  Lecture  Series  Committee. 

On  Monday  evening,  communion  services  and  daily  worship  services  will  be  conducted  by  ministers  from 
within  our  association  ranks.  This  is  the  annual  meeting  of  The  Ministerial  Association.  Please  fill  out  the  regis- 
tration form  below  and  return  as  soon  as  possible.  The  cost  ofpre-registration  is  $35.  This  fee  covers  your  member- 
ship dues  and  picture  for  the  week.  Bryant  Hines,  Planning  and  Marketing  Director  for  Cragmont  and  liaison  to 
the  Ministerial  Association,  will  receive  dues  and  registration. 

Please  make  all  checks  payable  to:  OFWB  Ministerial  Association  and  mail  this  form  and  check  to:  The  Rev. 
Bryant  Hines,  203  Teachey  Court,  New  Bern,  NC  28562.  Please  return  your  form  and  payment  by  May  5, 2004. 


MINISTER'S  CONFERENCE 
May  17-19,  2004 

Name   Telephone  

Address  City  &  State   Zip  

Please  indicate  your  building  preference.  Rooms  will  be  assigned  on  a  first  come,  first  served  basis! 
Main  Building   Motel   Floyd  House   Dorm  

I  will  be  staying  off  campus  

Do  you  have  any  existing  health  problems  that  would  prevent  you  from  being  on  the  second  floor? 
Yes   No  

Please  indicate  in  the  space  below  with  whom  you  wish  to  room  if  you  will  be  staying  in  the  Main  Building  or 
Motel 


 Check  here  if  you  will  be  eating  supper  at  Cragmont  on  Monday  night,  May  17. 

Please  note:  All  ministers'  wives  who  stay  on  campus  will  room  in  the  dorm  behind  the  dining  hall. 
 Check  if  your  wife  will  be  staying  on  campus. 

If  you  wish  to  join  the  Ministerial  Association  this  year  but  cannot  attend  our  conference,  you  may  join  or  renew 
your  membership  by  sending  the  $30  membership  dues  to  the  above  address. 

PLEASE  BE  ADVISED  THAT  ALL  ROOMS  AT  CRAGMONT  WILL  HAVE 
A  PER  ROOM  CHARGE  INSTEAD  OF  AN  INDIVIDUAL  CHARGE  AS  WE  HAVE  DONE  IN  THE  PAST. 
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Roland  Cherry  has  been  pastor  of 
Welcome  Home  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  since  1983,  a  choice  he  made 
because  he  felt  he  was  needed  there  and 
could  make  a  difference.  He  did  not 
need  for  the  church  to  offer  him  a  par- 
sonage and  he  could  work  for  the  con- 
gregation in  a  reasonable  way.  "The 
Lord  provides,"  declared  Cherry  as  he 
stood  with  his  wife,  Alice,  at  the  open 
doors  of  Welcome  Home  Church. 

Roland  and  Alice  have  been  together 
since  May  1983.  When  Cherry's  first 
wife  died,  he  turned  to  Alice,  who  was 
at  Crab  Point  Church  and  said  to  her, 
"The  Lord  said  you  are  to  be  my  helper 
in  His  ministry"  Alice  quickly  replied, 
"No.  No.  No."  Then  how  did  she  end 
up  marrying  Cherry?  "I  don't  know," 
she  admitted  with  a  soft  smile,  Cherry's 
faith  and  persuasion  was  evident  as  the 
powerful  oak  trees  in  front  of  the  Wel- 
come Home  Church.  Cherry  added,  "I 
asked  God  for  help.  What  was  I  going 
to  do  after  my  wife  died?  A  message 
came  to  me  that  Alice  would  be  my 
comforter."  There  Alice  stood  in  the 
morning  sun,  the  day  of  worship  ahead 
a  rhythm  of  faith,  devotion,  and  deter- 
mination that  she  manifested  with  her 
husband.  Natural  forces  blending  with 
supernatural  faith  make  a  formidable 
power. 

Worship  Service 

Pastor  Cherry  welcomed  his  people 


to  the  house  of  the  Lord.  The  church 
gave  Alice  a  birthday  gift,  for  this  Feb- 
ruary 22, 2004,  was  her  birthday.  "I  was 
born  on  February  22, 1925,  and  I'm  still 
here,"  she  whispered  with  a  twinkle. 
Deacon  Edgar  Pake  smiled. 

Three  members  of  the  Welcome 
Home  Young  People's  Band  (Joshua 
Pate,  Qunite  Salter,  and  Kathy 
Campbell)  played  special  music,  Ode  to 
Joy  and  /'//  Fly  Away.  Cherry  made  an- 
nouncements about  the  Cragmont  Va- 
cation Family  Life  Week  from  July  5- 
July  9  as  well  as  the  Foreign  Missions 
Convention  on  March  21  at  Mount  Ol- 
ive College.  Cherry  tried  to  link  his  in- 
dividual congregation  to  the  larger  de- 
nomination. More  music  followed, 
Canaan  Land  Is  Just  In  Sight,  Holding  Up 
the  Ladder,  and  /  Know  A  Man  Who  Can 
with  Dorether  Lawrence  at  the  organ 
and  John  Pate  at  the  piano. 

Sermon:  "To  Walk  Not  After 
the  Flesh  But  After  the  Spirit" 

"God  meant  for  all  of  us  to  have  the 
joy  of  salvation,"  began  Pastor  Cherry. 
"There  is  a  difference  if  we  walk  after 
the  flesh  or  after  the  Spirit.  When  we 
are  filled  with  God's  Spirit,  the  very 
desire  of  the  heart  is  to  do  the  things  of 
God." 

Cherry  read  for  the  morning  Scrip- 
ture, Romans  8:1: 

There  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation 
to  them  which  are  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  walk 
not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit. 


Dr.  Pepper         Rev.  Michael 
Worthington  Warning 
Circuit  Writer       Circuit  Artist 


Editor's  Note:  The  Rev.  Michael 
Warning  and  Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 
are  acting  as  circuit  witnesses  to  our 
church  life  across  the  denomination. 
Mr.  Warning's  pen  and  ink  sketch  and 
Dr.  Worthington's  account  of  a  Sunday 
service  hope  to  awaken  a  new  interest 
in  what  is  going  on  in  our  churches 
across  the  denomination.  Each  issue  of 
The  Free  Will  Baptist  in  2004  will 
feature  a  church  visited  by  our  circuit 
witnesses. 

"We  must  prepare  our  hearts  to  love 
the  Lord,"  continued  Cherry.  "The  first 
intent  of  our  mind  and  heart  needs  to 
be  to  come  to  Christ.  We  must  surren- 
der our  will  to  the  will  of  God.  Then — 
and  only  then — will  we  be  not  of  the 
flesh  but  of  the  Spirit,"  he  said. 

"You  know,"  he  continued,  "we  are 
two  things  in  one.  God  made  us  of  the 
dust  of  the  ground,  but  he  breathed  into 
our  nostrils  a  living  soul.  We  can't  live 
by  flesh  alone  because  we  must  live  by 
the  things  that  come  to  us  from  the 
mind  of  God.  We  become  the  new  cre- 
ation in  Christ,"  he  proclaimed.  "A 
snowman  is  a  pile  of  snow,  but  a  hu- 
man being  is  both  flesh  and  Spirit,  but 
we  must  be  born  of  the  Spirit." 

Law  of  Sin  and  Death 
Versus  Law  of  God 

"How  wonderful  to  understand  our 
salvation  has  made  us  free  from  the  law 
of  Sin  and  Death!  How  wonderful  to 
realize  my  sins  are  gone  and  removed 
as  far  as  East  to  West!  How  wonderful 
to  realize  God  has  paid  the  final  price 
for  our  sins!  Now  we  must  ask  our- 
selves if  we  can  find  a  resting  place  with 
God.  Can  we  live  under  the  law  of  God 
whenever  Jesus  brings  compassion  to 
the  heart,  mercy  and  grace  sufficient  to 
all  life?  When  we  experience  the  Spirit 
of  God  in  our  life,  then  we  are  under 
the  law  of  God.  We  have  been  freed 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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from  sin  and  death.  We  have  the  joy, 
the  desire  to  live  in  the  Spirit,"  Cherry 
exclaimed. 

Flesh  Versus  Spirit 

"If  my  life  is  in  the  Spirit,  then  my 
flesh  has  got  to  take  a  back  seat.  We 
must  do  like  Paul  said,  namely,  to  keep 
our  bodies  under  subjection.  When  the 
flesh  becomes  our  God,  we  know  not 
the  power  of  forgiveness.  When  the 
Spirit  becomes  our  will,  then  we  wor- 
ship God  in  Spirit  and  in  Truth,"  Cherry 
declared. 

"The  Spirit  within  us  is  the  witness 
that  we  are  God's  children,"  he  added. 
"There  is  nothing  sweeter  than  living 
the  glorious  Christian  life.  If  God  be  for 
us,  who  can  be  against  us?"  he  asked. 

"The  power  of  sin  is  to  lead  the  flesh 
into  transgression.  The  flesh  dominates 
when  we  do  that  which  is  not  harmo- 
nized with  God's  Word.  But  to  live  af- 
ter the  Spirit  is  to  experience  a  new 
birth,  a  transforming  Spiritual  life.  Ev- 
ery sin  then  is  blotted  out.  We  depend 
upon  our  loving  God.  God  has  prom- 
ised never  to  tempt  us  more  than  we 
can  bear.  We  are  born  anew  because  we 
died  to  ourselves,"  Cherry  said. 

"Forgiveness  is  ours!"  declared 
Cherry.  "One  day  we  shall  stand  before 
the  glorious  judgment  and  experience 
the  beauty  of  it  all  in  the  presence  of 
Jesus.  Let  us  walk  with  God  in  our  own 
pilgrimage!  If  we  could  only  say  by 
faith  we  lived.  If  we  could  have  God 
heal  our  bodies,  make  us  whole!  Is 
there  evidence  in  our  lives  of  God's  glo- 
rious salvation?"  Cherry  asked. 

Two  Universal  Desires:  For  Our 
Lives  to  Make  a  Difference  and  For 
Our  Hearts  to  Find  a  Home 

Roland  Cherry's  life  has  made  a  dif- 
ference in  the  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church.  He  has  served  the  First 
Church,  Williamston  (8  years),  St. 
Paul's,  Elizabeth  City  (2  years), 
Hopewell  Church,  near  Smithfield 
(5  years),  Micro  Church  (12  years),  Cal- 
vary Church  in  Wilson,  Crab  Point 
Church  in  Morehead  City  (3  years),  and 
Welcome  Home  Church  (23  years). 

"The  Lord  has  been  leading  me  ev- 
ery step  of  the  way.  I  listen  to  what  the 
Lord  demands  of  me,  and  I  hope  I  have 
made  a  difference,"  Cherry  admitted. 


Alice  beamed  when  she  spoke  of  26 
adults  and  five  great-grandchildren  at 
her  birthday  party — a  statement  of  how 
deeply  her  heart  felt  at  home  within  her 
growing  family. 

With  Roland  Cherry's  sweetness  of 
faith  and  commitment,  I  thought  I 


heard  echoes  of  early  American  men  of 
faith  from  Edward  Taylor  to  Jonathan 
Edwards.  With  Alice  Cherry's  care  and 
love  of  family  as  well  as  her  commit- 
ted faith,  I  thought  I  heard  echoes  of 
the  early  American  woman,  Anne 
Bradstreet. 


Roland  and  Alice  Cherry 


Welcome  Home  OFWB  Church's  Young 
People's  Band 


Deacon  Edgar  Pake 


Welcome  Home  OFWB  Choir  sings. 


Welcome  Home  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Beaufort,  North  Carolina 
Eastern  Conference 
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Quality  Cuukch  Furnishings,  Flook  Covekings,  anv  Church  Equipment 


Cushions  #  Pew  Padding 
Re-upholstery  #  Chairs  +  Church  Pews 
Baptistries  #  Tables 
Stained  Glass  Windows 
Pulpits  #  Steeples 
We  Specialize  in  Church  Carpets  at  Mill  Prices! 


Ask  About  Our  Easy  Payment  Programs 


Serving  Eastern  Carolina 
(252)  975-9800  or  Toll  Free  (800)  383-5903 
Visit  our  Website:  www.pews.info 
E-mail:  scott@pews.info 
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Churches  £  Nimistry 
Positions  Available 


Mt.  Zion  Church,  Nashville,  is  seeking  a  full-time 
pastor.  Please  send  a  resume  and  references  to  Ronald 
Bass,  Chair  Pulpit  Committee,  1372  S.  Old  Franklin 
Rd.,  Nashville,  NC  27856  or  e-mail  to: 
<jmodlin@louisburg.edu>. 

The  Reverend  Jack  Weathersby,  is  available  for  sup- 
ply, fill-in,  interim,  or  full-time  pastoral  services  and 
revivals  in  Pitt  and  adjacent  counties.  You  may  con- 
tact him  at  (252)  756-7777. 

Eric  Trent,  licensed  minister  and  preaching  since 
1992,  is  available  for  evangelism,  pulpit  supply,  mis- 
sionary work,  revivals,  youth  pastor,  or  prayer  break- 
fasts. For  more  information,  contact  him  at  (919)  736- 
7063. 

Saints  Delight  Church,  Ormondsville,  Greene 
County,  is  beginning  the  search  for  the  position  of  full- 
time  pastor.  For  more  information,  contact  Greg 
Baldwin  at  (252)  752-1711. 

The  Reverend  Pete  Rawls  has  been  cleared  by  the 
Board  of  Ordination  of  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  and 
is  available  to  serve  as  pastor,  for  pulpit  supply,  and 
for  revivals.  He  may  be  contacted  by  mail  at  1639-A 
Powhatan  Rd,  Clayton,  NC  27520  or  by  phone  at  (919) 
989-3190. 
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noises  from  the  chest 
sound  like  important 
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the  brain. 
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copies,  missed  an  issue,  experienced  any  billing  prob- 
lems, or  you  want  to  renew.  You  may  contact  us  by 
e-mail  at:  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone  at 
(252)  746-6128  or  (800)  849-3927. 
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These  and  other 
great  titles  are  available! 
Check  with  your  local  Bible  Bookstores 
(Ayden,  Kinston,  New  Bern,) 
or  call  (800)  849-3927 
for  more  information. 
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Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

1 

2 

7  p.m.  Sunday  3 
School  Eastern 
Regional  Training 

MOC  Summer 
School  Session  A 
Online  Begins 

MOC  Board  4. 
of  Trustees 

oot  i  n  r\ 

ivitJtJiii  iy 

11  a.m.  Church  5 
Finance  Meeting 

6 

7 

7  P.M. 

Layman's  League 
Ladies'  Night, 
Harrell  Chapel 
(Greene  County) 

MOC  8 

Spring 
Graduation 

9 

MOTHER'S 
DAY 

10 

11 

3  p.m.  Retirement 
Homes  Board 
Meeting 

Foreign  Missions 
Board  Meeting 

12 

10  a.m.  Ministers'     <•  ^ 
Program  Board        '  j 
Meeting 

7  p.m.  S.S.  Central 
Regional  Training 

Annual  State 
Woman's  Auxiliary 

7  p.m.  Layman's  League 
Executive  Board  Meeting, 
VFW  Bldg..  Snow  Hill 

14 

15 

16 

17 

6:30  p.m. 

Layman's  League 
Eastern  Confer- 
ence, Juniper 
Chapel 

18 

1  p.m.  FWB 
Press  Board 
Meeting 

19 

20 

Children's 
Home  Board 
Meeting 

Layman  s 

League  Boy 

Scout 

Jamboree, 

Camp 

Vandemere 

22 

Layman  s 

League 

Boy  Scout 

Jamboree, 

Camp 

Vandemere 

First  Children  23 
admitted  to  the 
Children's  Home 
May  23,  1920 

Layman's  League 
Boy  Scout  Jamboree, 
Camp  Vandemere 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

2-9 

30 

PENTECOST 

v 

31 

MEMORIAL 
DAY 

NOTESI                             COMING  SOON  !  June  4 — State  Layman's  League  Meeting 
Remember:  Children's  Home                                                   Camp  Vandemere 
Change  For  Children  2004                                                      6  p.m.,  Meal; 

7  p.m.,  Business  Meeting 

June  5 — Layman's  League  Spiritual  Life 
Retreat,  Camp  Vandemere 
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the  cause  of  Christ  among  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists,  and  we  reserve  the  right  to 
refuse  any  article  or  news  that  is 
inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs, 
or  policies,  and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit 
of  harmony  and  cooperation  with  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation  and  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 
The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily 
reflect  the  beliefs  and  policies  of  the  editor 
or  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  The  responsibility 
for  each  article  is  given  to  the  person  whose 
name  appears  under  the  title  or  to  the 
person  submitting  said  article. 

Subscription  Prices:  All  subscriptions  are 
payable  in  advance: 

1  year  (12  issues)  $13.00 

2  years  (24  issues)  $24.00 
4  years  (48  issues)  $47.00. 

Every-Family  Plan:  A  25  percent  discount 
is  given  when  local  churches  send  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  to  the  home  of  every  member; 
names  and  addresses  to  be  provided  by 
churches.  Churches  are  billed  quarterly. 
Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of  12  or  more  copies  of 
The  Free  Will  Baptist  are  sent  to  one  individual 
who  in  turn  distributes  these.  A  50  percent 
discount  is  offered  under  this  plan. 


The  deadline  for  submissions  to  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  is  the  5th  day  of  the  month  prior 
to  publication.  (Example:  Items  to  be  pub- 
lished in  a  January  issue  must  be  in  no  later 
than  the  5lh  day  of  December.)  You  may 
submit  articles  by  any  of  the  following 
methods: 

•  E-mail  to  <editor@fwbpress.com>, 

•  Fax  to  (252)  746-9248,  Attn:  Editor, 

•  Hand  deliver,  or 

•  Mail  to:  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

PO  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513. 

*No  PHONE-IN  OR  HANDWRITTEN  INFORMATION 
WILL  BE  ACCEPTED! 

*PlCTURES  ARE  NOT  RETURNED  UNLESS  THERE  IS 
AN  APPROPRIATE  SELF-ADDRESSED  STAMPED 
ENVELOPE  INCLUDED! 

Advertising  submissions  will  run  for  a 
maximum  of  2  months.  Submissions  for 
Churches  &  Ministry  Positions  Available  and 
Personal  Information  Changes  will  run  for  up 
to  2  months.  Space  for  these  columns  is  lim- 
ited by  availability. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  is  edited  and  published 
monthly  by  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation,  Inc.,  3928  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North 
Carolina  28513-0159.  Second-class  postage  paid 
at  Ayden,  North  Carolina  (USPS  2094-4000). 
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Herchildren  arise  up,  and  call  her  blessed; 
her  husband  also,  and  praiseth  her 
(Proverbs  31:28). 


It's  Tough  to  Lose  a  Friend 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus 


During  most  of  my  51  years  as  an  ordained  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist minister,  the  Reverend  N.  Bruce  Barrow  played  an  im- 
portant part  in  my  ministerial  calling  and  service  to  our 
denomination.  I  first  remember  him  when  he  served  as  pas- 
tor of  my  home  church,  Union  Grove  in  Wayne  County,  dur- 
ing the  time  I  was  attending  Free  Will  Baptist  Bible  College 
in  the  early  '50s.  He  became  a  friend  I  could  turn  to  for  coun- 
sel and  advice,  and  many  times,  especially  in  later  years,  I 
did  just  that.  He  was  a  brother  in  the  Lord,  a  fellow  minister 
whom  I  admired  and  respected.  His  death  on  March  8, 2004, 
at  the  age  of  92,  ended  that  earthly  friendship.  One  day  it 
will  begin  anew  in  that  place  God  has 
prepared  for  all  those  who  have  put  their 
trust  in  Him. 

Mr.  Barrow  was  born  in  the  Hull  Road 
community  of  Greene  County,  NC.  He 
graduated  from  Snow  Hill  High  School 
in  1930.  He  joined  Hull  Road  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Greene  County,  at  the 
age  of  13  and  was  ordained  into  the  gospel  ministry  in  the 
next  several  years,  he  attended  North  Park  College,  Chicago, 
for  one  year;  Moody  Bible  Institute,  Chicago,  where  he  gradu- 
ated with  a  general  Bible  course  in  1933;  Northern  Baptist 
seminary,  Chicago,  graduating  with  a  pastor's  course  in  1935. 
He  also  attended  other  institutions  for  shorter  terms.  These 
included  Lewis  Institute,  Chicago,  Presbyterian  College,  and 
Texas  A  &  M  where  he  completed  classroom  work  for  a 
master's  degree. 

During  his  almost  70  years  of  ministry,  he  served  as  pas- 
tor of  31  churches  in  three  states  and  held  many  offices  and 


positions  in  our  denomination  which  included  president  of 
the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  from  1957  until  1960. 

In  1960  Mr.  Barrow  became  the  manager  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press,  serving  in  that  position  until  the  fall  of  1966.  It 
was  my  privilege  to  work  with  him  during  those  years  as 
editor.  There  were  many  times  when  I  would  turn  to  him  for 
advice  concerning  certain  problems  and  situations.  He  never 
forced  his  opinions  on  me.  After  our  discussions  he  would 
usually  say  something  like,  "You  do  what  you  think  is  best;" 
however,  because  of  his  sound  advice  and  wisdom,  I  would 
usually  do  as  he  suggested.  It  was  in  the 
early  '60s  that  he  guided  the  "Press" 
through  some  difficult  times,  setting  an 
example  as  a  highly  respected  minister 
of  the  Gospel. 

Mr.  Barrow's  ministry  was  greatly  en- 
hanced by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Alice,  who 
passed  away  on  September  20, 1994.  She 
was  also  very  active  in  our  denomination,  especially  in  the 
work  of  our  Woman's  Auxiliary. 

Funeral  services  for  Brother  Barrow  were  held  at  Hull  Road 
Church  on  March  11,  2004,  by  the  Rev.  Leon  Grubbs,  pastor 
of  Hull  Road,  and  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  former  president 
of  Mount  Olive  College. 

To  the  four  children,  Miriam,  Lois,  Jane,  and  Tex,  we  offer 
our  sympathy  and  love.  We  will  miss  seeing  Brother  Bar- 
row, but  we  are  grateful  to  have  known  him  who  so  faith- 
fully served  his  Lord  and  denomination. 


Holiness:  God's  Plan  for  Fullness  of  Life 
by  Henry  Blackaby 
Retail:  $14.99,  Receive  20%  off  through  this  ad  during  May 
Reviewed  by  Frank  R.  Harrison 

For  every  person  interested  in  biblical  revival,  Dr.  Blackaby's  book  is  a  gem  and 
a  blessing  to  read  as  he  draws  upon  God's  dealings  with  His  people.  The  author 
addresses  the  need  for  accountability  to  God's  Word,  for  seeing  sin  from  God's  per- 
spective, and  for  redirecting  one's  life  back  to  God  at  every  level. 

A  short  book  of  only  107  pages,  the  author  clearly  and  concisely  illustrates  the 
vital  link  between  repentance,  revival,  judgment,  and  holiness.  God  urgently  wants 
His  people  to  be  holy — only  then  can  they  experience  God's  plan  for  fullness  in 
their  lives.  "There  is  incredible  hunger  in  the  hearts  of  God's  people"  states  Dr. 
Blackaby.  It  is  a  hunger  for  God  that  can  only  be  satisfied  by  God  according  to  the 
author. 

This  book  is  for  every  person  who  is  truly  interested  in  revival,  "...for  holiness  is 
the  highway  over  which  God  brings  revival"  states  Dr.  Blackaby. 

This  title,  along  with  other  great  titles,  is  available! 
Check  with  your  local  Bible  Bookstores 
(Ayden,  Kinston,  and  New  Bern) 
or  call  (800)  849-3927  for  more  information. 
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Give  Her  o  Share  in  the  Fruit  of  Her  Hands 


Forgotten.  Buried  in  a  dark 
closet.  Packed  away,  never  again 
to  be  seen.  Hidden. 

This  is  what  has  happened  to 
the  stories  of  the  women  in  church 
history. 

Buried  deep  in  the  pages  of  the 
Bible  are  stories  of  women  such  as 
Miriam,  Deborah,  Hulda,  Esther, 
Anna,  Lydia,  Philip's  daughters, 
Phoebe,  Euodia,  Syntyche,  and 
Priscilla,  who  each  served  as 
prophets,  judges,  or  key  leaders 
for  their  people  and/ or  churches. 
Also  depicted  are  devout  disciples 
of  Jesus:  Mary  Magdalene, 
Joanna,  Susanna,  Mary,  and 
Martha. 

The  last  portion  of  Proverbs  31 
talks  about  women  such  as  these. 
It  begins  with  the  question,  "A  ca- 
pable wife  who  can  find?"  (v.  10 
nrsv)  and  continues  to  describe  the 
hard  work  a  woman  of  the  Lord 
does  in  order  to  provide  for  her 
family.  In  a  day  when  women 
were  confined  to  the  private  realm, 
the  woman  described  in  Proverbs 
found  a  way  to  sell  her  handmade 
garments  to  merchants.  She  took 
on  the  responsibility  of  teaching 
her  children  with  "wisdom"  and 
"kindness"  (v.  26  nrsv).  She  was 
not  idle  (v.  27),  but  diligent.  The 
Proverb  ends  with  advice  we  still 
need  today:  "Give  her  a  share  in 
the  fruit  of  her  hands,  and  let  her 
works  praise  her  in  the  city  gates" 
(v.  31  nrsv). 

Mother's  Day  is  this  month.  In- 
stead of  honoring  the  women  of 
your  church  only  for  being  good 
mothers,  honor  them  for  the  work 
they  do  for  the  Lord. 

The  backbones  of  many  of  our 
churches  are  made  up  of  women 
who  work  diligently.  They  are  the 
Sunday  School  teachers,  the 


by  Marci  R.  Rollins 

woman's  auxiliary  members,  the 
choir  directors,  the  youth  leaders, 
the  missions'  representatives,  and 
the  directors  of  senior  citizens 
groups.  They  often  serve  on 
building  committees,  organize 
Homecomings  and  countless 
other  fellowship  events. 

Pamela  Durso,  associate  direc- 
tor of  the  Baptist  History  and  Her- 
itage Society,  was  the  guest  speak- 
er for  Mount  Olive  College's 
Women's  History  Month  Lecture 
in  February.  She  told  of  her  en- 
deavors to  unearth  the  histories  of 
women  in  churches  by  finding 
their  diaries  and  letters,  and  listen- 
ing to  oral  stories.  Because  wom- 
en had  been  denied  leadership 
positions  in  the  church,  Durso  stat- 
ed they  often  began  to  work  in  the 
realms  of  temperance,  abolition, 
and  suffrage  movements.  Today, 
women  often  turn  to  working  in 
social  ministry  such  as  with  AIDS 
patients  and  the  homeless. 

While  a  student  at  Mount  Olive 
College,  I  decided  to  try  to  unearth 
some  of  those  stories.  My  en- 
deavor was  difficult.  The  library 
had  few  resources  to  help  my  re- 
search and  I  ended  up  having  to 
hunt  down  books  and  purchase 
them. 

I  found  a  side  to  history  I  had 
never  before  heard.  I  discovered 
the  stories  of  women  such  as  Sara 
Grimke,  who  fought  to  free  the 
slaves;  Jemima  Wilkinson,  Ann 
Lee,  and  Anne  Hutchinson,  who 
began  entire  denominations  in  the 
colonial  days  of  America; 
Antoinette  Brown  who  became  the 
first  woman  in  America  to  be  or- 
dained; and  Mary  Fisher,  Anne 
Austin,  Patience  Brayton,  Jane 
Hoskins,  Sophia  Humes,  and 
Edmonia  and  Lottie  Moon,  who 


led  in  missionary  movements  at 
home  and  overseas. 

Since  that  time,  the  North  Caro- 
lina Woman's  Auxiliary  Conven- 
tion highlighted  the  work  of  many 
Free  Will  Baptist  women  in  a  book- 
let. (This  was  for  the  Auxiliary's 
75th  Anniversary.)  Listed  in  the 
booklet  are  the  stories  of  Laura 
Belle  Barnard,  Lizzie  McAdams, 
and  Mattie  Lou  Harris  Link 
Stocks,  who  all  served  our  de- 
nomination as  foreign  missionar- 
ies; Lucy  Linton  Daugherty,  who 
was  the  first  president  of  North 
Carolina's  State  Woman's  Auxil- 
iary Convention;  Alice  Lupton, 
who  formed  the  first  "Ladies  Aid 
Society;"  Wilmetta  Marks,  who 
preached  at  churches  all  over  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  United 
States  and  even  preached  a  ser- 
mon at  her  own  wedding;  and  the 
countless  other  women  who 
helped  build  support  for  denomi- 
national ministries  such  as  Mount 
Olive  College,  Cragmont  Assem- 
bly, the  Orphanage,  and  The  Free 
Will  Baptist. 

I  have  come  to  realize  that  it 
takes  people  of  all  genders,  ages, 
races,  and  social  classes,  as  well  as 
people  with  different  gifts  and  tal- 
ents to  make  the  work  of  our 
churches  successful.  Looking 
back,  I  find  that  much  of  what  I 
know  about  the  Bible  and  a  great 
deal  of  my  spiritual  growth  is  a 
result  of  the  labors  of  women  in 
my  family,  women  in  my  home 
church,  women  counselors  at 
Cragmont,  and  women  workers  at 
Mount  Olive  College. 

Their  stories  must  be  heard.  We 
must  stop  the  trend  of  viewing 
their  work  as  unimportant. 

We  must  bring  their  stories  back 
into  view. 
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World  Missions  Conference 

Sunday,  March  21,  2004 
Mount  Olive  College 

by  Pepper  Worthington 


On  Sunday,  March  21,  2004,  many 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  came  to 
Mount  Olive  College  to  hear  the  re- 
port of  the  Rev.  Chris  Singleton  on  the 
OFWB  International  work  in 
Morelos,  Mexico,  and  the  Rev.  Harold 
Jones  on  India.  College  Hall  was 
packed  on  a  windy  Sunday  night  be- 
cause people  had  come  from  all  over 
North  Carolina  to  be  nourished  by 
the  faith  that  stretches  the  denomi- 
nation from  a  local  community  to  an 
international  community. 

The  Falconettes  and  the  Falconaires 
sang  with  gusto  to  proclaim  their 
faith  in  music.  Participants  sang 
hymns  while  Mrs.  Debbie  Gray 
played  the  piano  with  energy. 


Mrs.  Debbie  Gray 


The  Falconettes  and  the  Falconaires 


The  Reverend  Chris  Singleton  on 
the  FWB  International  Work  in 
Morelos,  Mexico 

"I've  had  a  love  for  missions  as  far 
back  as  when  I  was  a  child,"  noted 
Chris  Singleton  as  he  began  to  speak 
of  his  new  role  as  assistant  director 
of  OFWB  International.  He  recalled 
spending  time  with  a  missionary 
couple  from  Alaska  when  he  was 
eleven,  a  defining  experience  for  him 
as  a  young  man. 


The  Rev.  Chris  Singleton  spoke  about  the 
Foreign  Missions  work  in  Morelos,  Mexico. 

After  serving  as  a  pastor  in  the  de- 
nomination, Singleton  found  himself 
asking,  "What  next  Lord?"  In  1997  he 
went  on  a  short-term  missionary  trip 
to  Mexico  and  by  2003,  he  began  to 
make  plans  to  come  on  board  to  work 
in  the  foreign  missions  program. 

Recently,  Singleton  took  nine  col- 
lege students  to  Morelos,  Mexico, 
where  the  desert  area  had  four-room 
cement  block  homes,  dead  power 
lines,  and  outhouses  that  still 
worked.  "I  expected  Clint  Eastwood 
to  ride  up  at  any  moment,"  he  said 
with  a  laugh.  "But  the  nine  college 
kids  who  went  with  me  to  Morelos 
on  their  spring  break  were  a  devoted 
group,  a  team,"  he  said. 

"Now,  I  had  fears,"  he  added  as  he 
called  some  of  the  young  people  to 
the  forefront  of  College  Hall.  As 
Jonathan  Skinner,  Laura  Strickland, 
Jessica  Smith,  Jane  Merritt,  Rhonda 


Ouston,  and  Emily  Skinner  came  for- 
ward, Singleton  explained,  "I  had 
fears  when  I  went  with  these  nine 
young  people.  Harold  kept  giving  me 
instructions  and  I  trusted  in  the  Lord. 
Something  happens  on  mission  trips. 
That  something  which  happens 
comes  when  we  work  together  for  the 
Lord.  We  painted  buildings,  sang 
with  the  Mexicans,  and  the  Lord  was 
with  us." 

Jonathan  Skinner  and 
Jessica  Smith  Report 

Jonathan  Skinner  came  to  the  po- 
dium to  report,  "The  mission  trip  to 
Mexico  was  a  bonding  experience.  As 
soon  as  we  crossed  the  border,  we 
noticed  an  immediate  change.  The 
animals  were  sickly.  But  then  we  met 
the  Mexicans  and  they  are  more 
happy  than  we  are  here.  We  saw 
people  live  out  the  biblical  truth  that 
happiness  and  joy  come  from  Christ 
and  not  from  material  possessions. 
Mexican  children  do  not  need  high- 
tech gadgets  but  are  fine  with  a  box," 
he  concluded. 

Jessica  Smith  came  to  the  podium 
to  talk  about  her  experience  of  the 
mission  team.  "There  are  two  things 
I  really  enjoyed,"  she  noted.  "I  appre- 
ciated being  able  to  experience  a  dif- 
ferent culture  and  I  enjoyed  the  fel- 
lowship of  our  team.  We  had  a  blast 
tasting  all  kinds  of  peppers.  We  were 
the  ones  who  got  the  blessing.  We  all 
worshiped  in  one  spirit  and  it  was 
great." 

God's  Presence  In  Foreign  Missions 

"I  feel  God's  hand  has  been  in  the 
way  my  work  has  come  about  in  For- 
eign Missions,"  added  Singleton. 

"The  Lord  let  me  know  the  hand  of 

* 
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God  was  in  this  trip.  God  had  cho- 
sen the  poor  to  be  rich  in  faith.  We 
went  to  give,  but  we  got  so  much 
more.  We  were  the  all-knowing 
Americans  come  to  bless  them,  to 
enlighten  them,  but  what  we  saw 
were  Mexicans  living  out  their  faith. 
They  gave  to  us,"  Singleton  said. 

Singleton  noted  that  when  people 
face  persecution,  they  depend  more 
upon  God,  they  appear  more  alive. 
"The  poor  and  persecuted  draw 
closer  to  God,"  he  recalled  one  man 
telling  him.  The  man  did  not  feel  the 
same  intensity  of  his  faith  once  he  be- 
came comfortable.  The  man  told 
Singleton  he  almost  missed  those 
days  of  persecution  when  bombs  fell 
close  to  his  home,  because  he  prayed 
to  God  for  protection  and  God  was 
near. 

Singleton  stressed  the  need  to  re- 
alize the  lost  people  of  the  world, 
how  urgently  we  need  to  pray  for  the 
lost  of  the  world.  "If  we  believe  in 
eternal  Hell,  how  can  we  rest  easy?" 
he  asked. 

Singleton  recalled  scenes  with 
people  in  the  Philippines,  with  a  little 
girl  who  attached  herself  to  him  from 
Cebu,  with  a  mother  who  found 
Christ,  with  a  child  blowing  bubbles 
on  a  beach,  with  young  Carmen  on  a 
ferry,  with  children  going  up  to  new 
clothes  and  touching  the  material,  not 
realizing  the  clothes  would  be  theirs. 

"Really,"  concluded  Singleton,  "I 
think  God  gives  us  blessings  so  we 
can  reach  out  to  pull  the  world  up  to 
our  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ." 

The  Reverend  Harold  Jones  on  the 
OFWB  International  Work  In  India 

"Picture  with  me  a  shepherd  on  a 
high  hill,"  began  Harold  Jones. 
"There  is  a  low  valley  below.  The 
shepherd  surveys  the  landscape.  At 
the  far  end  of  the  valley  is  a  lush, 
green,  thick  grass  area,  delicious  for 
sheep.  The  sheep  see  this  and  the 
sheep  want  to  graze  there,  but  the 
shepherd  sees  a  mountain  lion  lying 
in  wait.  That's  why  the  shepherd 
avoided  that  area.  God  knows  every- 
thing that  is  going  to  happen  to  us. 
We  only  see  a  fraction  at  a  time.  If  we 


pay  attention  to  the  Shepherd,  He 
will  protect  us,"  declared  Jones. 
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The  Rev.  Harold  Jones  spoke  about  the 
Foreign  Missions  work  in  India. 

Denial  of  Visa  for  the  Lalls 
in  Mumbai,  India 

"I  went  to  India  to  bring  the  Lalls 
back  to  speak  at  the  World  Missions 
Conference  tonight,  but  God  had 
other  plans,"  reported  Jones.  "I  was 
going  to  interpret  Anil  Lalls'  British 
English,  but  on  February  24,  the 
American  consulate  in  Mumbai  re- 
jected the  Lall's  visas.  We  had  all  the 
necessary  papers  for  the  visa,  even  a 
letter  from  our  Congressman,  Walter 
B.  Jones.  I  was  so  confident  that  the 
American  consulate  would  grant  the 
Lalls  a  visa,  but  after  standing  in  line, 
appearing  three  times,  being  told  to 
e-mail  the  information,  I  discovered 
we  still  couldn't  get  inside  the  con- 
sulate to  get  a  visa.  The  rejection 
stated  that  the  Lalls  posed  a  risk  of 
staying  in  America  despite  the  fact 
we  gave  the  departure  date  of  return. 
Then  I  thought  about  God  and  I  real- 
ized the  Lord  assured  us  that  He 
makes  no  mistakes.  God  sees  a  big- 
ger picture.  God  knows  that  though 
this  looked  like  a  failure  that  it  was 
just  another  step  toward  the  victory 
we  have  in  Christ  Jesus,"  he  said. 

"God  knows  all  things,"  Jones 
elaborated.  "Even  our  disappoint- 
ments are  designed  to  help  us  to  trust 
God  even  more.  If  we  approach  God 
this  way,  that's  victory  in  itself.  God 
knew  the  Lalls  would  not  be  here  to- 
night from  eternity.  Sometimes,  we 
are  disappointed  because  God  is  God. 
In  God's  time,  the  Lalls  will  be  with 
us,"  he  proclaimed. 


Danger  Among 
Muslims  on  March  2 

Jones  described  his  dangerous  ex- 
perience among  Muslims  on  March 
2,  a  holy  day,  when  Muslims  went 
about  village  streets  with  their 
swords  and  axes.  The  cities  in  the 
Muslim  areas  closed  down  for  that 
holiday  and  Jones  was  told  to  get  out 
of  town  before  the  military  closed 
down  the  city. 

Off  he  went  with  his  Christian  co- 
workers, moving  down  India's  con- 
gested road  with  its  potholes,  ani- 
mals, and  people.  To  go  100  miles 
took  up  to  four  hours  When  Jones 
and  his  co-workers  arrived  at  the 
small  town,  they  came  face  to  face 
with  Muslims  with  their  swords  and 
axes  and  small  replica  of  a  mosque. 

"  There  was  no  way  to  pass  by  the 
Muslims  as  they  were  waving  their 
swords  and  axes.  As  we  moved 
around  the  area,  I  saw  small  boys 
practicing  how  to  kill  people.  Mus- 
lims were  teaching  the  small  boys 
how  to  kill  people.  You  see,  if  a  Mus- 
lim kills  an  infidel,  then  that  Muslim 
is  assured  of  heaven,"  Jones  ex- 
plained. 

When  Jones  had  to  step  out  of  his 
Jeep  to  go  to  his  hotel,  he  felt  he  was 
not  in  a  good  place.  "Muslims  were 
all  around  me  with  their  swords  and 
axes.  I  was  probably  the  only  white 
man.  I  had  white  hair.  I  was  notice- 
able. But  I  was  not  afraid.  My  co- 
workers and  I  made  it  to  the  hotel. 
One  said  something  inside  of  him 
said  to  keep  walking  and  he  said  he 
saw  a  glow  about  me.  When  he  saw 
this  glow,  he  knew  everything  was 
fine.  We  walked  through  a  mob  of 
people  as  if  nobody  saw  me,"  Jones 
said. 

"I  think  one  word  could  have  trig- 
gered a  riot,"  admitted  Jones.  "As  I 
walked  through  those  people,  the 
only  person  I  remember  looking  at 
was  the  guard  at  the  hotel  who 
opened  the  door  so  I  could  go  in." 

Then  Jones  recalled  how  Psalm  23 
ran  through  his  mind  as  he  faced  the 
danger  of  the  Muslims:  Yea,  though  I 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of 
death,  I  will  fear  no  evil:  for  thou  art  with 
me;  thy  rod  and  thy  staff  they  comfort 
me  (Psalm  23:4). 


Man's  Weakness — God's  Strength 

"For  years,  I  have  not  been  sick 
while  others  have  stretched  out  all 
around  me,"  confessed  Jones.  "Any- 
thing put  in  front  of  me  I  could  swal- 
low. In  my  mind,  boy  I  was  strong. 
On  this  trip  to  India,  the  Lord  taught 
me  just  what  I  am.  Coming  home  on 
March  11,  the  Lord  sent  me  a  re- 
minder that  I  am  nothing.  From 
Frankfurt  to  D.C.,  I  had  chills,  fever, 


and  diarrhea.  I  was  so  weak  I  could 
hardly  walk  up  the  ramp.  When  I  got 
home,  I  was  sick  with  fever  and  chills. 
The  Lord  is  my  strength  and  my  sal- 
vation. When  I  am  weak,  the  Lord  is 
strong.  God  can  use  us  when  we 
know  we  are  nothing.  If  we  think  we 
are  something,  God  can't  use  us  for 
anything,"  Jones  proclaimed. 

"I  wouldn't  trade  this  trip  for  any 
trip  I've  had,"  exclaimed  Jones  pas- 
sionately. "The  Lord  is  my  rock.  The 
Lord  is  my  help.  The  Lord  is  my  hope. 
The  Lord  is  my  strength.  The  Lord  is 
my  guide.  The  Lord  is  my  provider. 
The  Lord  is  my  protection.  What 
more  do  we  need?"  asked  Jones. 


Representatives  to  the  Foreign  Missions 
work  in  Morelos,  Mexico  include  Jonathan 
Skinner,  Laura  Strickland,  fessica  Smith, 
Jane  Merritt,  Rhonda  Ouston,  and  Emily 
Skinner. 


(HILDRtn'S  ttOME 


CHANGE  FOR  CHILDREN  2004 

Our  "Change  for  Children  Campaign"  is  a  huge  success  for  our  ministry. 
Again  this  year,  we  believe  the  Lord  will  bless  the  efforts  of  many  Free  Will 
Baptists  who  give  their  change  for  the  Children's  Home  ministry.  The  cam- 
paign generates  financial  support  for  us  during  the  crucial  summer  months, 
helps  with  the  rising  costs  of  childcare,  and  also  increases  awareness  of  the 
Children's  Home 

We  invite  everyone  to  save  your  change  again  this  year.  We  have  sent  infor- 
mation, bulletin  inserts,  and  bags  to  each  church  to  help  them  in  preparing  for  the  launching  of  the  "Change  for 
Children  '04  Campaign"  on  the  first  Sunday  in  May.  At  the  end  of  May,  all  collection  bags  should  be  turned  in  to 
the  church,  where  your  pastor  or  church  officer  will  be  responsible  for  sending  the  funds  to  the  Children's  Home. 

We  request  that  you: 

#  pray  ror  me  Children's  Home  ministry; 

#  designate  a  Sunday  in  May  as  Children's  Home  Sunday  in  your  church; 
+       collect  change  in  the  Change  bags  during  the  month;  and 
+        support  the  Children's  Home  in  this  campaign. 


This  opportunity  will: 

+       encourage  families  to  work  together  collecting  their  change; 
■#       provide  the  youth  and  new  members  to  learn  about  the  Children's  Home; 
#>       increase  awareness  of  your  childcare  ministry;  and 
4»       Increase  financial  support  from  the  OFWB  Churches. 

Thank  you  for  helping  us  be  a  guiding  light  to  a  brighter  future  for  children  and  families  in  need. 
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Jennifer  and  Jessica  are  graduating 
from  Southern  Nash  Senior  High 
School,  with  plans  to  pursue  college. 

Cynthia  is  working  on  her  degree 
in  Social  Work,  with  a  minor  in  Crimi- 
nal Justice.  Barton  College  gradua- 
tion commencement  is  scheduled  for 
May  16.  She  attended  Barton  for  five 
years,  and  she  is  midway  through 
field  placement  at  the  Mediation  Cen- 
ter of  Eastern  Carolina,  in  Wilson. 

Recently,  Cynthia  had  an  interview 
with  the  YMCA  for  a  job  with  the 
summer  camp  program.  She  worked 
there  previously,  and  feels  the  expe- 
rience will  give  her  time  to  reflect  on 
a  career,  and  help  to  refresh  her 
resume.  She  hopes  to  pursue  a  ca- 
reer working  with  children  in  a  juve- 
nile detention  center  or  as  a  juvenile 
court  counselor.  Cynthia  realizes  that 


she  may  not  get  these  jobs  right  away, 
but  as  she  gains  more  experience, 
hopefully  she  can  find  a  job  within 
her  preference. 

I  interviewed  Cynthia,  and  she  is 
very  appreciative  of  the  opportunity 
that  she  has  been  afforded  to  further 
her  education.  She  had  these  words 
to  say:  "I  chose  Social  Work  as  a  pro- 
fession because  I  wanted  to  make  a 
difference  in  the  world,  by  giving 
back  to  society  what  has  been  given 
to  me."  I  can  honestly  say  that  I 
would  not  be  graduating  from  college 
within  the  next  few  months  if  it  were 
not  for  the  guidance  and  help  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home." 

We  would  like  for  you  to  join  us  in 
congratulating  these  young  ladies 
and  wishing  them  continued  success. 


CAMPUS  VISITS 


The  Ladies  Auxiliary  from  Yelverton 
Grove,  Smithfield,  sponsored  a  drive  to 
collect  items  for  the  Home.  On  April 
1,  we  were  visited  by  Gloria  Holmes, 
Pearl  McLamb,  Hazel  Lane,  and  Mavie 
Daughtry,  members  of  the  Auxiliary,  to 
deliver  personal  care  items  and  kitchen 
items  from  the  "Needs  List."  We 
would  like  to  extend  our  thanks  and 
appreciation  to  the  Yelverton  Grove  La- 
dies Auxiliary. 


Mr.  Braxton  Hill,  husband  to  P.  Jay 
Hill,  executrix  of  the  estate  of  Mrs. 
Ruby  C.  Johnson  came  to  visit  the 
Home  to  establish  the  Ressie  and  Ruby 
C.  Johnson  Endowment. 

According  to  Ann  Batten  Bush,  one 
of  Mrs.  Johnson's  caregivers,  Ressie 
and  Ruby  Johnson  were  proud  to  be 
Christians,  and  they  were  concerned 
for  the  educational  and  spiritual  needs 
of  children.  Although  they  never  had 
children  of  their  own,  Ressie  and  Ruby 
touched  the  lives  of  many.  They  had  a 
strong  belief  in  teaching  valuable  mor- 
als and  instilling  spiritual  develop- 
ment. Mr.  Ressie  Johnson  passed  away 
in  1975,  and  Mrs.  Ruby  Johnson  passed 
away  in  November  2002.  The  estab- 
lishment of  a  memorial  endowment  be- 
gins a  solid  foundation  of  continued 
financial  support  for  the  future. 

We  are  sincerely  grateful  to  the 
Johnson  family  for  helping  us  continue 
to  provide  a  "Christian  Home  for  Boys 
and  Girls." 
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INTERNSHIP  OFFERS  VALUABLE 
OPPORTUNITY  FOR  RELIGION  MAJORS 


For  those  interested  in  the  minis- 
try, Mount  Olive  College  is  a  great 
place  to  begin  undergraduate  study. 
The  college,  providing  bachelors  de- 
grees and  a  minor  in  religion,  offers 
courses  related  to  every  aspect  of 
Christian  ministry,  from  history  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  to  church 
growth  and  evangelism. 

Most  importantly,  those  who  enter 
the  religion  program  receive  hands- 
on  training  in  the  ministry  field  of 
their  choosing,  so  they  can  put  what 
they  learned  in  their  sermon  prepa- 
ration and  biblical  interpretation 
classes  to  practice. 

Jonathan  Skinner  of  Durham  began 
working  with  Dr.  Greg  Day  when 
Day  first  became  the  full-time  cam- 
pus minister  in  2002.  More  recently, 
Day  supervised  Skinner  in  a  new  in- 
ternship opportunity  for  religion 
majors.  The  campus  ministry  intern- 
ship position  affords  MOC  students 
who  feel  led  to  work  in  campus  min- 
istry a  mentoring  opportunity  to 
learn  about  student  ministry. 


By  Erin  Brescia,  Public  Affairs  Specialist 

"As  someone  enters  the  ministry, 
mistakes  are  going  to  be  made.  This 
internship  is  a  safe  place  to  make 
mistakes  because  the  Rev.  Day  is 
there  to  guide  you  and  be  an  encour- 
agement," Jonathan  said.  "There's  a 
lot  of  responsibility  involved.  People 
come  to  you  with  their  problems 
wanting  guidance.  You  need  to  al- 
ways be  ready  to  help  someone  or 
know  when  to  direct  that  person  to 
someone  with  more  knowledge  or 
training." 

In  conjunction  with  the  campus 
minister,  the  intern  spends  time 
building  relationships  on  the  College 
campus,  helps  develop  and  imple- 
ment a  strategy  for  evangelism  and 
discipleship  of  students,  and  orga- 
nizes Bible  studies,  missions  trips, 
volunteer  service  projects,  and  cam- 
pus-wide evangelistic  events. 

"Each  person  has  a  different  call- 
ing in  life,"  stated  Dr.  Day.  "It  is  my 
hope  that  this  internship  will  afford 
people  who  are  called  to  campus 
ministry    the    opportunity  to 


experience  it  first-hand.  The  best 
teacher  is  experience!" 

Jonathan,  the  son  of  Doug  and  Vir- 
ginia Skinner,  is  a  graduate  of  Cresset 
Christian  Academy  and  is  a  member 
of  Sherron  Acres  FWB  Church.  He 
will  graduate  in  May  with  a  bachelor 
of  science  degree,  double  majoring  in 
religion  and  computer  information 
systems. 

In  June,  he  will  go  to  Los  Angeles 
for  a  six-month  training  school  for 
campus  ministers.  He  then  hopes  to 
work  with  Victory  Campus  Minis- 
tries at  N.C.  State  University,  where 
he  will  serve  as  a  campus  minister. 

"The  internship  experience  has 
taught  me  the  amount  of  time  and 
effort  it  takes  to  be  in  the  ministry," 
Jonathan  added.  "This  type  of  career 
path  can  be  a  scary  thing  to  step  into. 
The  internship  is  a  great  place  to  get 
experience  and  gain  confidence  be- 
fore graduating  and  stepping  into  a 
full-time  ministry  role." 


SERVICE  WITH  A  SMILE 


Without  a  doubt,  the  Mount  Olive 
College  Ambassador  Association  is 
one  of  the  most  visible  clubs  on  cam- 
pus, and  the  members  are  no  strang- 
ers to  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
community. 

The  group,  which  is  currently  com- 
prised of  9  men  and  11  women,  serves 
as  the  front-line  representatives  of  the 
College  and  can  regularly  be  seen 
pouring  coffee  and  tea  and  greeting 
guests  at  the  OFWB  Convention, 
fund-raising  dinners,  capital  cam- 
paign events,  and  lectures  held  on 
campus. 

The  Ambassadors  share  a  love  for 
meeting  new  people  and  enjoy  be- 
coming involved  with  public  events. 
They  are  trained  to  be  poised  at  all 


by  Erin  Brescia,  Public  Affairs  Specialist 

times  as  they  regularly  come  in  con- 
tact with  business  and  governmen- 
tal professionals. 

"The  part  I  love  most  about  being 
an  ambassador  is  meeting  members 
of  OFWB  churches  across  the  state 
who  support  Mount  Olive  College," 
said  Rhonda  Houston  of  Deep  Run. 

In  a  way,  the  Ambassadors  are 
sometimes  the  only  "Mount  Olive 
College"  people  see. 

"I  always  try  to  share  a  friendly 
smile  and  extend  a  hand  of  fellow- 
ship to  everyone  at  various  functions. 
I  want  first-time  visitors  to  leave  with 
a  good  impression  of  the  College," 
stated  Kelley  Smart  of  Winterville. 

Members  of  the  Ambassador  As- 
sociation range  from  freshman  to 
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seniors.  A  variety  of  majors  are  also 
represented;  from  business  to  recre- 
ation and  leisure  studies,  and  religion 
to  environmental  science.  Together, 
they  represent  future  teachers,  future 
professors,  and  future  business  lead- 
ers. 

"As  a  freshman  in  college,  being  an 
Ambassador  is  a  little  intimidating," 
stated  Heather  McPherson  of 
Clarendon,  "You  just  have  to  put 
yourself  out  there.  By  being  an  Am- 
bassador I've  learned  to  be  a  people 
person." 

The  Ambassador  program  is  vol- 
untary, and  while  some  students  use 
the  work  to  fulfill  scholarship  re- 
quirements, many  serve  simply  to 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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gain  experience,  meet  new  people, 
and  assist  the  College. 

"I  thoroughly  enjoy  working  with 
the  Ambassadors,"  stated  Rhonda 
Jessup,  director  of  public  affairs  at 
MOC.  "They  are  a  great  group  of  stu- 
dents. They  are  hardworking,  de- 
pendable and  outgoing  and  I'm  so 
thankful  for  all  they  do  for  and  mean 
to  Mount  Olive  College." 

Serving  at  approximately  23  events 
annually,  10  of  the  20  current  ambas- 
sadors attend  OFWB  Churches.  They 
are  Brad  Evans  of  Grifton,who  at- 
tends Elm  Grove  Church  in  Ayden; 
Matthew  Grubbs  of  Elizabeth  City, 
who  attends  St.  Paul  Church  in  Eliza- 
beth City;  Nathaniel  Grubbs  of  Eliza- 
beth City,  who  also  attends  St.  Paul 
Church;  Christie  Hill  of  Kinston,  who 
attends  Westside  Church  in  Kinston; 
Rhonda  Houston  of  Deep  Run,  who 
attends  Deep  Run  Church;  Heather 
McPherson  of  Clarendon,  who 
attends  Beaverdam  Church  in 
Chadbourn;  Jessica  Murphy  of 
Pikeville,  who  attends  Stoney  Creek 
Church  in  Goldsboro;  Kelley  Smart 
of  Winterville,  who  attends  Reedy 
Branch  Church  in  Winterville; 
Meredith  Tew  of  Dunn,  who  attends 
Lee's  Chapel  Church  in  Dunn;  and 
Hillary  Williams  of  Goldsboro,  who 
attends  First  Church  in  Goldsboro. 

CHALK  TALK 
MINISTRIES 

A  centuries-old  concept,  and  once 
one  of  the  premier  approaches  to  vi- 
sual ministry,  chalk  art  services  are 
again  gaining  popularity.  A  "chalk 
talk"  is  a  service  where  a  picture  is 
drawn  using  soft  chalk  on  paper  or 
cloth,  and  is  accompanied  by  a  ser- 
mon, special  music,  narration  and 
lighting  effects. 

According  to  Robert  Ingram,  a  stu- 
dent at  Mount  Olive  College,  seeing 
illustrations  based  on  Scripture 
brings  a  fuller  understanding  of 
God's  Word  to  congregations. 

Ingram  is  available  to  present 
"chalk  talks"  for  revivals  and  other 
church  functions.  He  can  be  con- 
tacted at  (919)  734-4374. 


ORDINATION  IN  INDIA 

By  Harold  Jones,  Executive  Director  OFWBI 


One  of  the  great  joys  in  taking  the  Gospel  around  the  world  is  to  see  the 
Lord  call  pastors  and  deacons  into  the  ministry.  In  India,  the  pastor  functions 
as  a  fully  ordained  pastor  here  in  the  United  States.  The  deacon,  in  many 
respects,  is  similar  to  the  pastor,  but  he  is  not  able  to  do  some  of  the  official 
functions  of  the  pastor.  The  deacons  in  India  actually  serve  congregations. 

While  I  was  in  India,  during  February  and  March,  I  had  the  joy  of  partici- 
pating in  the  ordination  of  one  full  time  pastor  and  eight  deacons.  These  men 
are  serving  congregations  in  the  Calcutta  district.  This  is  a  heavily  populated 
district  of  the  country,  but  it  is,  as  most  places  in  India,  very  difficult.  These 
men  need  your  prayers  each  day  as  they  faithfully  share  the  Gospel  in  a  hos- 
tile environment. 

CHURCH  GROWTH— MEXICO 

by  Antonio  Escobar 

In  February,  I 
started  work- 
ing with  a  new 
group  of  breth- 
ren who  desire 
to  study  and 
know  the  Word 
of  God,  and  so 
to  prepare  them 
to  serve  the 
Lord    in  the 

churches,  a  program  of  Christian  Education  was  begun  with  them.  This  study 
is  an  introduction  to  their  preparation  of  leadership  for  the  betterment  of  the 
churches,  and  to  make  the  ministry  of  the  pastor  and  the  church  more  effec- 
tive. 

This  study  for  the  student  prepares  the  brethren  for  a  life  of  service  more 
effective  to  share  with  others  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  The  study 
will  help  the  brethren  to  grow,  and  better  his  vision  in  ■  the  ministry  that  the 
Lord  has  given  them.  Help  us  to  pray  for  this  new  group  of  students,  and 
pray  for  me  as  I  lead  them. 
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SPECIAL  PRAYER  REQUEST 

Lydia  van  der  Plas  underwent  surgery  for  melanoma  on  the  left  side  of  her 
chest  in  March.  She  is  recovering  at  home.  At  this  writing,  the  lab  tests  have 
not  been  received.  Please  keep  her  in  your  prayers. 

Willem  traveled  to  Holland  during  April  for  preliminary  tests  on  his  back. 
Surgery  will  be  scheduled  for  later  this  summer. 

CHURCH  DEDICATION  AND 
THANKSGIVING 

by  The  Reverend  Dario  S.  Basingil 

"Enter  the  temple  gates  with  thanksgiving;  go  into  its  courts  with  praise." 
Give  thanks  and  praise  Him.  On  November  19, 2003,  the  Bethel  FWB  Church 
had  their  church  dedication  and  thanksgiving  service  located  in  Barangay 
Calawag,  Taytay,  Palawan  which  is  located  two  hundred  three  kilometers  from 
Puerto  Princesa  City.  It  is  a  part  of  northern  Palawan. 

The  Bethel  congregation  invited  the  Rev.  Dario  Basingil  to  speak  at  their 
thanskgiving  and  church  dedication.  He  gave  his  message  about  "Thanksgiv- 
ing and  Dedication"  and  he  expressed  the  importance  of  his  message.  The 
Bible  says  it  is  good  to  remember  the  goodness  of  God. 

After  the  message,  the  Rev.  Pio  dela  Rosa  led  the  prayer  for  dedication  of 
the  church  building  at  Calawag,  Taytay,  Palawan. 


The  Bethel  FWB  Church  congregation  in  Calawag,  Taytay,  Palawan  Philippines  appre- 
ciate the  brethren  in  North  Carolina  for  giving  financial  support  for  the  church  building 
through  the  Rev.  Harold  and  Sandra  Jones. 


The  children's  presentation  during  the  Mrs.  Rosalie  Nuena  was  in  charge  of  all 
thanksgiving  at  Bethel  FWB  Church  at  the  children  during  the  " thanksgiving  and 
Calawag,  Taytay,  Palawan.  dedication"  service. 


CHILD 
DEDICATION 

by  The  Reverend  Dario  S.  Basingil 

But  Jesus  said,  Suffer  little  children,  and  for- 
bid them  no*,  to  come  unto  me:  for  of  such  is  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  And  he  laid  his  hands  on 
them,  and  departed  thence  (Matthew  19:14-15). 

Last  December  3,  2003,  Pastor  and 
Mrs.  Alvin  Dagot,  our  workers  in  Apo- 
Aporawan,  Aborlan,  Palawan  invited 
the  Rev.  Dario  S.  Basingil  to  dedicate 
their  first  daughter  to  the  Lord.  Her 
name  is  Zeresh  Dianne  Kimberly 
Dagot. 

The  Rev.  Dario  Basingil  emphasized 
three  things: 

1.  What  should  we  dedicate? 

2.  Where  should  we  dedicate? 

3.  Why  should  we  dedicate? 
Praise  the  Lord,  these  parents  of 

Zeresh  Dianne  Kimberly  recognized 
this  sacred  obligation  and  responsibil- 
ity to  God  in  this  matter. 

After  the  prayer  of  dedication,  the 
certificate  of  dedication  was  presented 
to  the  parents. 


A  certificate  of  dedication  is  given  by  the 
Rev.  Basingil  to  the  child  with  her  mother. 
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7TH  YEAR 
CHURCH  ANNIVERSARY 


by  The  Reverend  Dario  Basingil 


The  Balacan  Church 
located  in  Balawan, 
Brooke's  Point,  Palawan, 
had  their  7th  Church 
Anniversary  on  Novem- 
ber 23,  2003.  The  theme 
was  "Experience  the 
Continual  Flow  of  Bless- 
ing." The  program  fol- 
lows: 


Children's  presentation  during  church  anniversary  at 
Balacan  FWB  Church,  Brooke's  Point,  Palawan. 

Parti 

Celebration  through  praise  and  worship  Worship  Team 

Prayer  of  Thanksgiving  Brother  Mayagma 

Special  presentation 

Children's  Song  "kahit  na  bata  pa  ako" 

Tambourine  Dancers 

Worship  Team  "Song  of  Praise" 

"awitpasasalamat"   Adult 

Short  Testimony  Brother  A.  Bulan 

Message  of  Truth  Rev.  L.  Buison 

Child  Dedication  and  Wedding  Rev.  Basingil 

Benediction  Brother  C.  Trigo 

Part  II 

Lunch  Fellowship 

Games  Youth 

Awards  and  Recognition  Brother  P.  Artus 


PASTORS 
COUNSELING 

by  The  Reverend  Dario  S.  Basingil 


The  Rev.  Andrino  Segay,  Pastor 
Armando  Manzano,  and  the  Rev.  Dario 
S.  Basingil  along  with  the  Rev.  Harold 
Jones  went  to  Cebu  on  November  6, 
2003  after  his  visitation  in  the  north  and 
south  region  of  the  Island  of  Palawan. 
They  met  with  our  co-workers  at 
Visayas  District. 

On  November  8, 2003,  the  group  de- 
parted for  the  Mindanao  District  to  visit 
local  churches,  in  particular,  the  Sto. 
Tomas  Church.  The  group  then  trav- 
elled to  Cagayan  de  Oro  City  where 
they  visited  Iligan  City. 

The  group  had  a  pastor's  meeting 
and  counseling  session  at  the  Food 
Court  near  Shoe  Mart  in  Cagayan  de 
Oro  City.  After  the  meeting  the  group 
went  to  Bohol  Province  where  they  vis- 
ited local  churches  such  as  Ubay  Bohol, 
one  of  the  municipalities  of  Bohol.  They 
enjoyed  their  trip  visiting  the  churches 
in  Visayas  and  Mindanao. 


(RflGMOMT  Assembly 


COOK-OFF  TIME  APPROACHES... 


June  will  soon  be  here  and  with  it 
comes  the  opportunity  for  every 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  church  to 
have  an  impact  on  this  ministry.  Win- 
ter is  always  a  difficult  time  on  the 
mountain.  Expenses  are  high  and 
weekend  groups  are  generally 
smaller  than  in  the  fall.  As  spring 
comes,  we  must  begin  preparing  for 
a  busy  summer.  The  Cragmont  Cook- 
Off  is  designed  to  help  bridge  the  gap 
when  income  is  low  and  expenses  are 


high.  The  beauty  of  this  opportunity 
is  threefold.  It's  something  we  all 
know  how  to  do.  It's  something  we 
can  do  very  well  and  it's  something 
we  enjoy  doing!  The  greatest  benefit 
of  the  cook-off  is  that  it  will  help  us 
meet  our  budget  and  keep  our  rates 
we  charge  for  camping  and  retreats 
as  low  as  possible. 

To  make  this  event  a  success  will 
require  the  greatest  commodity  we 
have — our  time.  Please  give  us  your 


time  for  one  day.  Have  your  dinner, 
sell  your  tickets  or  plates,  and  com- 
mit your  profit  to  Cragmont  for  this 
one  day.  Your  participation  can  make 
all  the  difference!  Many  churches 
doing  one  event  can  make  a  tremen- 
dous impact!  If  your  church  is  small, 
team  with  a  sister  church  nearby  and 
share  the  day,  but  commit  to  partici- 
pate! Contact  Bryant  Hines  for  more 
information  at  (252)  637-7171  or 
e-mail  at  <bryanthines5@aol.com>. 
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SPIRIT  ON  THE  MOUNTAIN ...  A  SWEET,  SWEET,  SPIRIT" 

Anyone  who  has  ever  attended  a  week  of  summer  camp 
at  Cragmont  will  quickly  agree  that  there  is  something 
special  about  this  place.  There  always  seems  to  be  a  sense 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  present  in  a  special  way.  That  Spirit 
helps  create  an  atmosphere  that  has  always  made  sum- 
mer camping  something  unique  and  unforgettable.  Young 
people  from  many  of  our  churches  are  sending  in  camp 
registration  forms  daily  in  anticipation  of  another  such 
experience  this  summer. 

A  summer  experience  it  may  be — but  to  each  and  ev- 
ery deacon  and  pastor  present  for  our  first  Deacon /Pas- 
tor Enrichment  Seminar  summer  came  early.  Approxi- 
mately eighty  pastors,  deacons,  and  wives  attended  this 
seminar  and  to  each  person  this  was,  indeed,  a  special 
experience.  Seminar  leader,  Dr.  David  Hines,  was  superb 
in  his  preparation,  presentation,  and  willingness  to  allow  God  to  use  him  in  a  tremendous  way.  Each  participant  came  away 
from  this  experience  with  similar  opinions — that  each  deacon  and  pastor  should  experience  this  seminar — and  that  it  needs 
to  be  an  annual  event. 

We  offer  a  very  special  thanks  to  Dr.  Hines  for  his  time,  energy,  and  desire  to  be  God's  servant.  And  we  thank  each 
participant  who  came,  and  left,  with  a  renewed  spirit  and  desire  to  be  the  servant  God  has  created  him  or  her  to  be.  We  look 
forward  to  next  year! 


YOUTH  FRONTIER 
CONFERENCE  YFA  WEEK 
June  28-Jtth/  3,  2004 

Come  join  the  excitement  at  Youth  Frontier  Conference 
(YFA  Week)  this  year.  YFA  Conference  at  Cragmont  is  for 
youth  ages  13  and  up.  The  theme  of  this  year  will  be 
"Plugged-In."  Our  week  will  be  filled  with  Bible  study, 
games,  activities,  music,  and  lots  of  fun.  The  cost  is  $250  for 
the  week.  To  make  sure  you  are  one  of  those  who  attend 
YFA  Week,  mail  your  application  and  a  $100  registration  fee 
as  soon  as  possible.  Letters  explaining  what  you  need  to  carry 
to  camp  will  be  sent  when  your  application  fee  is  received. 
If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  Frankie  Baggett  at 
(252)  746-7850  or  (252)  746-3534. 


Name. 


Address . 
City  


State. 


Zip. 


Phone 


Church 


Birthdate- 


T-shirt  size:  YM  [  ]  YL  [  ]  AS  [  ]  AM  [  ]  AL  [  ]  AXL  [   AXXL  [  ] 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Youth  Frontier  Conference) 
Send  registration  form  and  fee  to: 
Frankie  Baggett 
5403  Weyerhaeuser  Road 
Ayden,  NC  28513 


YOUTH  FRONTIER 
CONFERENCE  AFC  WEEK 
June  28-Jttly  3,  2004 

Come  join  the  excitement  at  Youth  Frontier  Conference 
(AFC  Week)  this  year.  AFC  Conference  at  Cragmont  is  for 
youth  ages  7-12.  The  theme  of  this  year  will  be  "ME-Ma- 
nia."  Our  week  will  be  filled  with  Bible  study,  games,  activi- 
ties, music,  and  lots  of  fun.  The  cost  is  $250  for  the  week.  To 
make  sure  you  are  one  of  those  who  attend  AFC  Week,  mail 
your  application  and  a  $100  registration  fee  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. Letters  explaining  what  you  need  to  carry  to  camp  will 
be  sent  when  your  application  fee  is  received.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  please  contact  Frankie  Baggett  at  (252)  746- 
7850  or  (252)  746-3534. 


Name. 


Address, 
City  


State. 


Zip 


Phone 


Church 


Birthdate- 


T-shirt  size:  YM  [  ]  YL  [  ]  AS  [  ]  AM  [  ]  AL  [  ]  AXL  [   AXXL  [  ] 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Youth  Frontier  Conference) 
Send  registration  form  and  fee  to: 
Frankie  Baggett 
5403  Weyerhaeuser  Road 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
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AVAILABLE  MINISTRY 

by  The  Reverend  Tim  Heath 


Where  can  the  tent  ministry  go 
from  here?  The  past  two  and  half 
years  that  I  have  been  involved  with 
the  tent  ministry,  one  thing  stands 
out — versatility.  Our  churches  don't 
realize  how  flexible  this  ministry  can 
be.  Whether  it  is  being  used  to  pro- 
vide space  for  an  old-fashioned  tent 
revival,  an  all  day  sing,  or  a  gather- 
ing place  for  a  festival,  this  approxi- 
mately 9,000  square  foot  tent  can  be 
used  to  meet  these  needs. 

As  we  now  enter  into  a  viable  Di- 
saster Relief  program,  our  tent  min- 
istry has  the  potential  to  continue  to 
show  its  versatility.  The  tent  can  pro- 
vide a  short  term  shelter  for  those 
who  have  nowhere  else,  a  place  for 
agencies  involved  in  relief  efforts  to 
meet  and  plan  or  a  central  place  to 
set  up  to  feed  hundreds  of  people. 
This  application  was  practically  illus- 
trated when  West  Pharmaceutical 
exploded  in  Kinston.  Our  tent  was  on 
site  for  use  by  the  Red  Cross  and 
other  agencies  to  provide  shelter 
from  the  cold,  wet  weather. 

The  tent  can  make  it  possible  for 
our  smaller  churches  to  host  confer- 
ences or  state  level  events.  It  provides 
an  opportunity  for  our  denomina- 
tional ministries  to  conduct  outdoor 
events  to  bring  our  families  together 
in  a  unique  atmosphere. 

This  past  year  was  a  very  active 
year  for  the  tent.  A  look  at  the  list  pro- 
vided reveals  the  tent  was  in  use  for 


36  weeks  in  2003: 

•  Camp  Vandemere 

•  Free  Union  Christian  Church 

•  Bethlehem  Church 

•  New  Bern  Sunday  School  Babe 
Ruth  League 

•  Cove  City  Community  Revival 

•  Lee's  Chapel  Church 

•  Mt.  Zion  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

•  Saints  Delight  Church  Ormondsville 

•  Saints  Delight  Church — New  Bern 

•  West  Pharmaceuticals  Plant 

•  Everett's  Chapel  Church 
Looking  ahead,  2004  proves  to  be 

another  busy  year  for  our  tent  minis- 
try: 

•  May  29 — Camp  Vandemere 
Kick-Off 


•  June  11-July  20 — Sunrise  Landing 
Mission 

•  August  7-21 — Camp  Vandemere 
Annual  Singin'  By  the  River 

•  September  13-25 — Cove  City's 
Annual  Farmer's  Day  Celebration 

•  October  23-November  1 — 
Wintergreen's  Harvest  Festival 

To  maintain  the  current  pace  for 
our  tent  ministry,  there  are  a  few 
ideas  and  needs  for  the  future.  Along 
with  trained  people,  there  are  equip- 
ment needs  that  would  make  the  pro- 
cess of  working  with  the  tent  less  la- 
bor intensive.  These,  we  are  in  the 
process  of  obtaining. 

The  tent  ministry  is  a  wonderful 
resource  for  our  denomination  and 
surrounding  areas.  To  schedule  the 
tent  for  your  church  or  organization, 
you  may  contact: 

Tim  Heath 
P.O.  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  638-3803 
<assistant@ofwbhomemissions.org> 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  16  May  2004 


SuriDflY  School  Mimistry 


OPEN  THE  DOOR  OF  OPPORTUNITY 
FOR  MOTIVATION  THROUGH 
INVOLVEMENT  IN  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 

In  keeping  with  the  Convention  theme  for  2004 — Responding  to  God's  Call  By 
Motivating  Our  Workers — the  participants  at  the  2004  Annual  Sunday  School  Institute 
were  asked  to  discuss  the  activities  used  in  their  church  programs  to  involve  the 
individual  members  of  the  congregations  in  Christian  service.  Some  of  those  activities 
are  listed  below: 


•  Teach  Sunday  School,  VBS,  youth 
groups,  etc. 

•  Invite  outside  people  to  worship 
service  and  Sunday  School  through 
members  contacting  others 

•  Furnish  transportation  for  people 
coming  to  the  church 

•  Have  Bible  study  and  organized 
prayer  time  every  week 

•  Have  Children's  Church  each  Sun- 
day 

•  Youth  meetings  twice  per  month 

•  Have  programs  designed  to  study 
the  Bible,  book  by  book,  and  chap- 
ter by  chapter 

•  Sponsor  a  monthly  fellowship  trip 
through  the  Sunday  School  class 

•  Have  Bible  study  once  a  week  and 
break  out  by  age  groups 

•  Use  Guest  Cards  for  first  time 
guests 

•  Have  regularly  scheduled  visita- 
tion including  all  members 

•  Send  weekly  cards  to  shut-ins, 
birthdays,  anniversaries,  thinking 
of  you,  etc. 

•  Plan  outings  for  senior  citizens 

•  Prepare  folders  on  church  doctrine, 
opportunities,  outreach  classes, 
and  special  needs  classes 

•  Serve  on  benevolent  committees 

•  Have  special  programs  of  outreach 
such  as  soup  kitchen,  food  pantry, 
clothes  closet,  disaster  shelter 

•  Class  retreats  to  Cragmont 

•  Mid-week  meals  and  Bible  study, 
youth  activities,  cottage  prayer 
study,  nursing  home  visits 

•  Organize  a  praise  band  to  share 
during  special  services  and  visita- 
tion 


FAITH  strategy  for  teaching  out- 
reach to  members 
Organize  a  mentoring  program  to 
grow  workers 

Organize  and  implement  a  hospi- 
tality committee 

Have  a  periodical  pre-Sunday 
School  breakfast  and  fellowship 
Organize  and  implement  a  puppet 
ministry 

Encourage  Sunday  School  classes 

to  present  skits  during  Assembly 

to  enhance  attendance 

Have  prayer  partners  to  encourage 

active  participation  in  church 

growth 

Organize  new  classes  according  to 
the  needs  of  people  discovered 
through  surveys  and  observation 
Use  special  day  observances  such 
as  Friend  Day,  Athlete's  Day, 
Grandparents  Day,  etc. 
Have  someone  in  charge  of  a  tape 
ministry 

Visit  other  churches  when  the  op- 
portunities arise 

Sponsor  festivals  and  donate  por- 
tions of  the  proceeds  to  denomina- 
tional ministries 

Involvement  in  the  Jesus  Video 
project 

Participate  in  programs  sponsored 
by  each  of  the  10  ministries 
Encourage  the  organization  of  a 
church  library/ resource  center 
Involvement  in  the  Lighthouse 
Movement 

Sponsoring  golf  tournaments  for 
various  ministries  and  other  pro- 
grams 


•  Christian  movie  night  for  families 
with  debriefing  sessions  afterward 

•  Sponsoring  community  physical 
education  activities 

•  Encourage  the  youth  and  adults  in 
the  church  to  write  their  thoughts 
in  the  form  of  prose  and  / or  poetry. 
Print  the  writings  in  newsletters 
and  bulletins 

This  listing  is  by  no  means  an  all  in- 
clusive grouping.  It  just  touches  the 
surface.  The  list  does  provide  a  start- 
ing point  for  those  of  you  who  are  hav- 
ing trouble  thinking  of  ways  to  involve 
more  people  in  Christian  service. 

Simply  Saved 

My  life  was  so  hectic  with  sin 
that  I  didn't  know  what  to  do. 
But  one  day  I  saw  a  church  on  the  corner, 
and  I  just  had  to  go  inside  and  pray. 

From  that  point  I  knew  I  was  simply  saved 
from  the  sin  that  would  take  me  apart. 
Well,  I've  learned  my  lesson, 
not  to  take  God  in  vain, 
because  God  was  the  One 
who  simply  saved  me. 

People  talk  about  things 
and  take  God's  name  in  vain, 
But  I,  as  a  Christian,  know  better, 
because  unlike  the  others 
I  have  been  simply  saved. 

From  that  point  on, 
I  knew  what  I  had  to  do. 
I  had  to  pray  each  day  to 
my  God  that  had  simply  saved  me. 

— by  Amber  Wood 
Smyrna  Church  AFC 
Cape  Fear  Conference 
Youth  Talent  Program  Entry 
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FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS  JOIN  US  IN  PRAYER 
National  Dai/  of  Prayer — Mai/  6,  2004 

by  The  Reverend  Fred  P.  Baker,  President,  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 


The  First  Continental  Congress,  in 
1775,  called  for  a  special  day  of  prayer 
for  the  young  nation.  In  1863,  President 
Abraham  Lincoln  also  called  for  such 
a  day  of  prayer.  A  joint  resolution  of 
Congress  in  1952  established  a  National 
Day  of  Prayer  as  an  annual  event.  Presi- 
dent Truman  signed  the  resolution  into 
law.  In  1988,  President  Reagan  signed 
an  amended  law  establishing  the  first 
Thursday  in  May  as  the  National  Day 
of  Prayer. 

The  theme  for  the  2004  National  Day 
of  Prayer,  "Let  Freedom  Ring,"  was 
inspired  by  Leviticus  25:10,  "...pro- 
claim liberty  throughout  all  the  land 
unto  all  the  inhabitants  thereof. ..."  The 
freedom  to  gather,  the  freedom  to  wor- 
ship, and  the  freedom  to  pray  were 
hallmarks  of  our  founding  fathers  and 
our  nation.  This  is  a  summons  to  every 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  to  join  ranks 
with  our  brothers  and  sisters  across  this 
great  nation  on  May  6,  2004,  in  con- 
certed prayer  for  our  nation  and  our  re- 
ligious freedoms. 

There  are  those  who  are  determined 
to  remove  God  from  all  aspects  of  the 
American  life.  An  ever-increasing  at- 
tack on  our  religious  freedoms  and  con- 
stitutional freedoms  to  gather,  to  wor- 
ship, and  to  pray  is  being  launched 
daily.  We  must  remain  convinced  that 
God  is  able  to  stay  the  hand  of  the  en- 
emy in  response  to  our  intercession. 

The  National  Day  of  Prayer  Task 
Force  has  launched  a  new  initiative 
called  the  Freedom  Five  to  encourage 
Americans  to  intercede  daily  for  our 
nation.  The  challenge  is  to  set  aside  five 
minutes  each  day  to  lift  up  in  prayer 
the  five  centers  of  power:  government, 
media,  education,  church,  and  family. 
We  must  pray  that  the  Lord's  presence 
and  authority  would  be  brought  to  bear 
on  these  five  divisions  of  our  society. 

Let  us  unite  in  prayer  as  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  on  this  National  Day 


of  Prayer.  We  must  seek  the  Lord  for 
our  churches,  pastors,  members,  con- 
ferences, auxiliaries,  ministries,  and 
Convention.  Below  you  will  find  a  list 
of  prayer  requests  from  your  ministries 
and  the  Convention.  Make  your  own 
list  of  requests  for  your  local  church 
and  ministry.  Make  copies  of  all  these 
prayer  requests  to  pass  out  to  those 
participating.  If  possible,  leave  the 
church  unlocked  so  people  may  stop 
by  anytime  to  pray  at  the  altar.  We  en- 
courage you  to  plan  a  great  day  and  if 
possible,  end  the  day  with  a  praise  and 
testimony  time.  It  would  bring  glory  to 
God  and  encourage  others  if  individu- 
als would  share  articles  in  The  Free  Will 
Baptist  of  your  experiences  on  the  Na- 
tional Day  of  Prayer. 

Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

Executive  Committee 
Please  pray  for: 

•  Officers  of  the  Convention 

•  Executive  Committee  members 

•  Andrea  Cox,  Administrative  Assistant 

•  Convention  program  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, September  14-16,  2004 

•  Development  of  the  2004-2005  theme: 
"Reaping  the  Harvest" 

•  Search  for  a  General  Administrator 

•  Increased  prayer  support  for  our  Conven- 
tion 

•  Increased  financial  support  for  our  Conven- 
tion 

•  Development  of  the  next  Five- Year  Plan 

•  Our  licensed  ministers,  ordained  ministers, 
and  pastors 

•  Our  missions  and  churches 

•  Revival  across  our  land 

Children's  Home 
Please  pray  for: 

•  Children  in  our  Nation  who  are  abandoned, 
abused,  and  neglected 

•  Spiritual  growth  and  God's  guidance 

•  The  Board  of  Directors 

•  Memorial  Chapel  and  pastor,  Lester 
Duncan 

•  Children  in  our  care  and  the  families  they 
represent 

•  Our  children  who  are  in  college — Cynthia, 
Jessica,  Faith,  and  Denys 
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•  All  workers  at  the  Home  and  their  minis- 
try 

Mount  Olive  College 
Please  pray  for: 

•  The  administration,  faculty,  and  staff  to 
keep  a  clear  vision  of  God's  purpose  for  the 
College 

•  Each  person  on  the  staff  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege to  seek  to  be  conformed  to  the  image 
of  Christ,  thereby,  being  more  effective 
models  of  Christian  character  for  our  stu- 
dents 

•  Our  students  to  develop  courage  to  em- 
brace the  Christian  faith  in  the  midst  of  a 
secular  culture  that  preaches  its  own  mes- 
sage of  selfishness  and  materialism 

•  God  to  direct  students  to  the  College  who 
will  benefit  from  its  ministry 

•  The  Board  of  Trustees  to  have  clear  vision 
and  wisdom  in  determining  policies  for  the 
College 

•  Guidance  and  wisdom  for  the  College  fam- 
ily in  the  daily  operations  and  plans  for  the 
future 

•  Give  thanks  that  the  College  has  prospered 
through  growth,  strengthening  of  its  finan- 
cial position,  and  reaffirmation  of  accredi- 
tation 

Cragmont  Assembly 
Please  pray  for: 

•  Wisdom  in  leadership  (Board,  John,  and 
Arlinda) 

•  Summer  Camps  (Directors  and  Staff) 

•  New  Heights  Campaign 

•  Vision  Walk  2004 

(September  11,  at  Mount  Olive  College). 

Foreign  Missions 
Please  pray  for: 

•  The  security  of  our  nation — troops  around 
the  world 

•  The  President  and  his  cabinet 

•  Peace  to  come  to  Iraq 

•  The  families  of  those  who  have  lost  loved 
ones  in  the  war; 

•  A  genuine  revival  throughout  the  land  and 
around  the  world 

•  A  "Missions  Revolution"  in  our  churches 

•  The  financial  needs  of  the  Board 

•  The  final  phase  of  registration  in  Bulgaria 

•  Boldness  for  our  workers  in  India,  Nepal, 
Mexico,  Bulgaria;  and  the  Philippines 
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•  For  the  Leprosy  Colony  and  Children's 
Home  in  India 

•  Peace  and  order  in  Nepal 

•  Short-Term  Teams — Mexico  Summer  2004 
(four  work  teams/ one  camp) 

•  Brother  Antonio  Escobar's  training  pro- 
gram in  Saltillo,  Mexico 

•  Brother  Andy  Segay  as  he  works  to  give  the 
PI  field  a  new  direction 

•  For  the  Children's  Home  in  the  Philippines 

•  Willem  and  Lydia  van  der  Plas.  Both  have 
health  problems  at  this  time 

•  Christ's  soon  return!! 

Minister's  Program 
Please  pray  for: 

•  Church/Pastor  Manual  (appropriate 
themes,  writers,  and  editors) 

•  Wisdom  for  the  Board  and  Director 

Church  Finance  Association 
Please  pray  that: 

•  The  Lord  will  continue  to  bless  the  Board 
and  Director  with  the  insight  to  use  this  pro- 
gram for  the  good  of  our  churches 


•  The  churches  and  individuals  will  continue 
to  provide  us  with  the  resources  to  help 
meet  the  needs  of  our  churches  and  minis- 
tries 

•  Church  Finance  Association  will  continue 
to  be  led  by  the  Lord  to  make  the  right  de- 
cisions that  will  help  strengthen  the  work 
of  the  Convention 

Sunday  School  Ministry 
Please  pray  that: 

•  More  churches  would  "catch  the  vision"  for 
a  need  to  motivate  our  people  to  serve  our 
Lord 

•  More  churches  would  attend  learning  op- 
portunities that  are  established  in  each  con- 
ference 

•  More  churches  would  support  the  work  of 
the  Sunday  School  Ministry  through  prayer, 
presence  at  the  annual  Institute,  and  fi- 
nances 

•  The  Sunday  School  Ministry  can  continue 
to  enhance  its  program  of  service  to  meet 
the  needs  of  our  people  today 

•  God  would  continue  to  provide  vision  to 
the  Sunday  School  Board  and  its  Director 


Retirement  Homes 
Please  pray  for: 

•  Our  staff  and  clients 

•  Board  members  and  our  board  meetings 

Home  Missions  and  Evangelism 
Please  pray  for: 

•  Development  of  Disaster  Relief  Ministry 

•  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism 

•  God  to  help  us  plant  churches  and  reach 
communities  for  Christ 

•  Our  prayer  partners,  thanking  God  for  them 
and  the  future  prayer  partners  to  come 

•  Divine  guidance  in  following  our  assign- 
ment of  "Touching  Lives  For  a  Lifetime" 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Please  pray  for: 

•  Wisdom  for  the  Executive  Director 

•  The  Staff,  Board  of  Directors,  and  our  book- 
stores in  Ayden,  Kinston,  and  New  Bern 

•  Continued  growth  and  improvements  in 
our  Sunday  School  curriculum  and  its  writ- 
ers 

•  Full  financial  support  from  our  member 
churches 


MOTIVATING  OUR  WORKERS 


It  is  not  my  intent  to  challenge  or 
question  our  Convention  Theme  for 
the  year,  but  rather  to  make  an  at- 
tempt to  address  this  theme  relative 
to  church  growth.  At  the  outset,  I 
must  confess  that  I  feel  inadequate 
and  somewhat  amazed  that  I  would 
even  attempt  such  a  monumental 
task  that  is  confronting  so  many  of 
our  churches,  that  is,  church  growth 
or  the  lack  of  it. 

Before  a  discussion  about  motiva- 
tion is  started,  it  is  necessary  to  make 
sure  that  we  understand  its  meaning. 
Webster's  Dictionary  says  to  moti- 
vate is  "to  provide  with  a  motive" 
and  further  defines  motive  as  "some- 
thing that  causes  a  person  to  act"  or 
"moving  or  tending  to  move  to  ac- 
tion." So  our  Convention  Theme 
when  properly  implemented  and 
applied  should  cause  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  to  move  into  action.  Just 
what  should  this  action  be?  It  means 
that  we  are  to  focus  on  the  mission 
and  purposes  of  the  Church,  those 
members  making  up  the  Body  of 
Christ.  From  my  limited  understand- 
ing, that  mission  is  threefold:  Salva- 
tion of  the  lost;  edification  of  the  Saints; 
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and  helping  those  in  need.  Let  us  now 
proceed  to  examine  our  denomina- 
tion in  each  of  these  three  areas  for 
successes  or  failures. 

First,  let  us  talk  about  salvation  of 
the  lost.  The  Scriptures  tell  us  that  we 
who  are  Christians  are  to  be  God's 
witnesses  at  home  and  abroad,  but 
oftentimes  we  just  sit  around  waiting 
for  someone  else  to  motivate  us  or  to 
witness  in  our  place.  Some  of  us  will 
wait  to  be  taught  by  modern  motiva- 
tional techniques  and  methods, 
rather  than  preparing  ourselves  spiri- 
tually through  faithful  Bible  study 
and  fervent  prayer.  If  we  consider 
ourselves  to  be  followers  of  Jesus 
Christ,  then  we  must  pay  attention  to 
His  teachings  and  commands.  At  this 
point,  the  questions  arise,  "Who  mo- 
tivated Jesus  Christ  or  His  followers 
in  the  Early  Church?";  "Were  they 
motivated  by  an  external  or  an  inter- 
nal source?";  "Did  someone  else 
teach  them  motivation  or  were  they 
self-motivated?"  I  believe  that  they 
were  self-motivated  and  were  deter- 
mined and  fully  committed  to  fulfill- 
ing God's  will  in  their  lives. 

Too  often,  we  pastors  and  the  laity 


of  many  churches  today  are  deter- 
mined and  committed  to  doing  what 
we  want  to  do  rather  than  what  God 
wants  us  to  do.  We  become  so  ob- 
sessed with  wanting  to  add  numbers 
to  our  church  rolls  that  we  get  impa- 
tient and  use  all  types  of  worldly 
methods  which  sometimes  bring 
them  in,  but  a  short  time  later  we  look 
around  and  they're  gone.  Or  perhaps 
they  stick  around  long  enough  to 
cause  trouble  within  that  particular 
church.  At  this  point,  I  seem  to  recall 
that  in  the  Early  Church  the  ". .  .Lord 
added  to  the  church  daily  such  as 
should  be  saved"  (Acts  2:47).  When 
members  are  added  to  the  Church  by 
the  convicting  and  converting  power 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  they  will  become 
motivated,  dedicated,  committed 
workers  for  God  and  His  glory.  We 
need  to  learn  to  get  out  of  God's  way 
and  allow  Him  to  do  His  work  by  us- 
ing us  as  His  vessels. 

Next,  we  will  attempt  to  address 
the  topic  of  edification  of  the  saints 
(Christian  members).  The  trend  in 
many  churches  today,  not  necessar- 
ily in  our  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


The  Free  Will  Baptist   19  May  2004 


churches,  is  to  preach  social  messages 
or  to  become  entertainers  through 
singing,  teaching,  and  /or  preaching. 
In  some  sense,  this  is  bringing  the 
world  or  worldly  type  actions  into  the 
Church.  Our  church  doctrine  and  the 
Holy  Scriptures  teach  that  we  are  to 
be  a  "separated  people."  With  this  in 
mind,  the  songs  we  sing,  the  lessons 
we  teach,  and  the  messages  we 
preach  should  proclaim  the  Word  of 
God  and  His  saving  grace.  Doing  so 
will  please  God,  bring  glory  to  His 
name,  and  our  saints  will  be  moti- 
vated and  ready  for  God's  use. 

Our  attention  now  turns  to  help- 
ing the  needy.  Sometimes  we  neglect, 
or  at  least  hesitate  to  reach  out  and 
help  those  in  need  for  various  rea- 
sons. The  opportunities  to  help  are 
unlimited  when  we  think  about 


neglected  and  abused  children,  the 
elderly,  and  families  in  need  because 
of  our  current  national  and  interna- 
tional economic  situation.  Often- 
times, we  avoid  helping  the  needy 
and  fail  to  share  God's  blessings  with 
them.  It  was  our  Lord  Jesus  who  said, 
"it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  re- 
ceive," as  recorded  in  Acts  20:35.  My 
own  personal  experiences,  through- 
out my  Christian  life  have  given  me 
much  happiness  because  of  giving. 

Witnessing  is  not  limited  to  action 
through  words,  witnessing  may  also 
be  done  by  being  good  neighbors  and 
doing  good  deeds  for  them  in  the 
name  of  Christ.  I  remember  how  I 
went  about  witnessing  through  visi- 
tation programs  during  my  early 
Christian  years  and  some  received 
Jesus  Christ  as  their  Savior  and 


became  God's  workers.  I  also  remem- 
ber some  being  converted  and  unit- 
ed with  the  Church  because  I  had 
helped  them  by  working  with  them 
at  their  home  free  of  charge.  Some  of 
these  are  leaders  in  their  church  to- 
day. 

If  we  are  to  realize  growth  in  our 
churches  then  we  must  be  motivated 
or  moved  into  action,  whether  this  is 
attained  through  someone  else  or  by 
self-motivation  is  of  little  signifi- 
cance. I  believe  that  motivation  can 
be  achieved  by  fervent  prayer,  ab- 
sorbing the  Scriptures,  and  complete 
commitment  and  trust  in  God.  The 
question  remains  unanswered,  at 
least  for  me,  as  to  whether  successful 
church  growth  is  large  numbers  or 
spiritual  growth — or  is  it  both? 


(AMP  VflnDEMtRE 


FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 

Sponsors 
Camporee  at  Camp  Vandemere 
for  FWB  Church  Scout  Units 

FWB  Churches  with  Adults 
or  Youth  in  a  Non  FWB  Unit 
Or 

FWB  Churches  with  boys  11-18  years 
of  age  that  are  not  in  the  scouting  programs 

Come  and  enjoy  the  fun! 
May  21-23,  2004 

Cost:  $30  per  unit  to  set  up  your  campsite 
You  bring  and  cook  your  own  meals 

Please  come  and  support 
this  fundraiser  for  Camp  Vandemere! 


CAMP  VANDEMERE 
CAMPOREE  REGISTRATION 
FORM 

Name:  

Address: 


City:  _ 

State: 

Youth: 


Zip: 


Adults: 


No.  of  Tents: 


Cost:  $30  per  unit  for  Campsite 
Make  Checks  payable  to: 

Mail  registration  form 
and  check  to: 

Billy  Gurkin 
11055  Cherry  Run  Rd. 
Greenville,  NC  27834 
(252)  758-2676  (H) 
(252)  717-5107  (C) 
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GOD  HAS  BEEN  AT  WORK 

I  am  very  excited  to  tell  you  what  God  has  done  at  the 
Camp  this  past  month.  God's  people  have  been  very  busy 
doing  His  work.  The  tractor/ storage  building  has  been 
closed  in.  The  piers  have  been  repaired  from  damage 
caused  by  Hurricane  Isabel.  The  boy's  bathroom  in  the 
dormitory  has  been  completely  remodeled.  The  dining 
hall  has  a  new  drop  ceiling,  and  a  keyboard  has  been  pur- 
chased for  the  camp. 

My  wife  and  I  have  had  the  chance  to  host  wonderful 
churches,  and  people  here  at  the  Camp  this  month.  We've 
had  the  privilege  to  travel  to  churches  and  speak  about 
the  Camp,  also.  It  has  been  a  great  month  in  the  Lord. 
Yes,  there  have  been  some  ups  and  downs,  but  God  is 
good.  He  will  help  us  through  the  ups,  so  we  won't  get 
big-headed,  and  through  the  downs  so  we  won't  get  dis- 
couraged. God  is  always  faithful. 

NEW  ADDITIONS 

The  Camp  Vandemere  Board  has  just  approved  to  build 
a  bathroom  on  the  back  of  the  dining  hall.  This  is  a  very 
needed  project.  Please  be  in  prayer  as  it  is  being  con- 
structed. The  Camp  purchased  a  zero  turn  lawn  mower, 
also.  The  lawn  mower  was  a  very  needed  machine  at  the 
Camp. 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

Summer  Kick-Off /Open  House— May  29,  2004 
10:00  a.m.^:00  p.m. 
Southern  Gospel  Singing,  Fun  Day, 
Fish  Fry,  Hotdogs,  Hamburgers 


SUMMER  CAMP 

June  6-11         The  Rev.  Tim  Heath  and  Wesley  Taylor 
Theme:  "Making  the  Word  Stick" 
Rev.  Heath  (252)  638-3803 
Wesley  Taylor  (252)  745-1203 


June  13-18  OPEN 


June  21-24 


Women's  Week 
Judith  Kennedy 
(910)  298-4311 


June  27-July  2  Cornerstone  Week 

Theme:  "Lighthouse  Keepers' 
Kristie  Arthur  Ramsey 
(910)  324-1507 


July  4-9 


OPEN 


July  11-16         Eva  Mae  Clark 
(252)  637-5346 


July  18-23         Berry  Hodowanic 
(252)  249-0133 


July  25-30        John  Thompson's  Week 
(252)  633-0025 


WAYS  TO  HELP  SUPPORT  CAMP  VANDEMERE 

•  Add  the  Camp  to  your  church  budget 

•  Become  a  Lighthouse  Member  ($12  per  month  or  $144  per  year  and  get  one  weekend  in  the  Family  Lodge  or  send  a 
camper  to  Summer  Camp) 

•  Give  a  donation  in  Honor  or  Memory  of  a  loved  one. 

•  Get  your  church  group  together  and  do  a  fundraiser  for  the  Camp. 

I  would  love  to  come  to  your  church  and  speak  about  the  Camp,  and  show  slides  of  the  Camp  facilities  to  some  of  your 
church  members  who  have  never  been  to  the  Camp.  For  a  Camp  presentation,  please  contact: 

Wesley  Taylor,  Camp  Manager 
P.O.  Box  188 
Vandemere,  NC  28587 
(252)  745-3171  (Camp  Office) 
(252)  514-3222  (Cell  Phone) 
(252)  634-1287  (Pager) 
e-mail:  <vandemere@pamlico.net> 
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Woman's  Auxiliary 


NORTH  CAROLINA  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 
CONVENTION  OF  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 
SEVENTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  SESSION 

MAY  13,  2004 
Hosted  in/  Eastern  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 
Yilgrim's  Home  Church,  Kinston,  North  Carolina 

Theme:  "Be  Faithful  Where  You  Are" 
Speaker:  Del  Daniels,  Stoney  Creek  Church,  Western  Conference 
Scripture:  Mine  eyes  shall  be  upon  faithful  of  the  land,  that  they  may  dwell  with  me: 

he  that  walketh  in  a  perfect  way,  he  shall  serve  me  (Psalm  101:6). 
Moreover  it  is  required  in  stewards,  that  a  man  be  found  faithful  (1  Corinthians  4:2) 

ORDER  OF  SERVICE 


8:30 

8:30- 
9:15 


10:55 
11:05 


12:15 


Registration  Carolyn  Jernigan,  State  Vice  President 
Nadine  Crocker,  State  Treasurer 
Coffee  and  Donuts  Fellowship  Hall 

Everyone  Is  Invited 

Hymn:  "Have  Faith  In  God"  #408 
Call  to  Order  Joan  Little,  State  President 

Devotion  and  Diane  Leviner,  Treasurer 

Convention  Prayer       East  Rockingham  Auxiliary 

JoAnn  Parrish,  President 
Eastern  Conference 
Sara  Parker,  Study  Course  Chair 
Albemarle  Conference 
Annie  Moore,  President 
Pilgrim's  Home  Auxiliary 
Joan  Little,  President 


Welcome 


Response 


Announcements 


Jane  T.  Tripp,  President 
Piney  Grove  Auxiliary 
Committee 


President's  Address 
Recognition  Time 
Business  Session 
Offertory  and 
Offertory  Prayer 
Life  Membership  Award 
BREAK 

Hymn:  "In  My  Life  Lord,  Be  Glorified  #394 
Denominational  Ministries  The  Rev.  Fred  Baker 
President,  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
Business  Session  Joan  Little,  President 

Committee  Reports 
Other  Business 

Memorial  Service  Linda  Bryan 

Program  Prayer  Chair 
Pee  Dee  and  President,  Oak  Grove  Auxiliary 
Special  Music  Judy  Houston 

Study  Course  Chairman,  Cabin  Auxiliary 
Introduction  of  Speaker  Kerrie  Clayton 

Circle  of  Hope 
Stoney  Creek,  Western  Conference 


1:00 


Message  Kristie  Bailey 

Lamplighters  Circle 
Stoney  Creek,  Western  Conference 
Hymn:  "Have  Thine  Own  Way  Lord"  #371 
Installation  Service  Vickie  Wade,  President 

Woman's  Auxiliary,  First  Church,  Kinston 
Benediction  and  Blessing    The  Rev.  Jimmy  Sowers 
Pastor,  Pilgrim's  Home  Church 


Pianist — JoAnn  Parrish 
Ushers — Cape  Fear  District 


Organist — Pat  Brown 
Song  Director — Kerrie  Clayton 


Greenville 


US  70 
Burkett  Rd.  New  Bern 
ilgrim  Home  Church 


Jacksonville 


Wyse  Fork  is  3.7  miles  east  of  Lenoir  Community  College  on  US 
70.  Pilgrim's  Home  Church  is  2.3  miles  south  of  Wyse  Fork  on 
Wyse  Fork  Road.  (SR  1002). 


MOTELS— Kinstoh 
West  Park  Inn  &  Suites,  Hampton  Inn,  Comfort  Inn 
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Layman's  League 


LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE  SPIRITUAL  LIFE  RETREAT 
Camp  Vandemere,  Vandemere,  NC 
June  4-5,  2004 

And  I  sought  for  a  man  among  them,  that  should  make  up  the  hedge,  and  stayed  in  the  gap  be- 
fore me  for  the  land,  that  I  should  not  destroy  it:  but  1  found  none  (Ezekiel  22:30). 

THEME:  GOD'S  SEARCH  FOR  MEN 

Ezekiel  22:30 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  4 

6:00  Meal  ($5),  followed  by  Business  Session 


8:00-9:00  a.m. 
9:00-9:30  a.m. 

9:30-9:45  a.m. 
9:45-10:45  a.m. 
10:45-11:00  a.m. 
11:00-11:30  a.m. 

11:30-12:00  p.m. 
12:00-1:00  p.m. 
1:00  p.m. 


SATURDAY:  JUNE  5 

Breakfast  ($4)  and  Fellowship 
"God  Looks  For  Decisive  Men" 

(Joshua  24:14-16) 
Recreation  and  Fellowship 
Special  Music 
Break 

"God  Looks  for  Dedicated  Men 

(2  Timothy  3:12) 
Prayer  and  Meditation 
Lunch  ($5) 
Benediction 


Bobby  Owens 

Harrell's  Chapel 
Roy  Wetherington 


One  of  the  greatest  needs  in  the  church  is  dedicated  laymen. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 
Layman's  League  Spiritual  Life  Retreat — June  4-5,  2004 

Each  person  planning  to  attend  the  retreat  is  requested  to  complete  and  return  this  form  by  May  1,  2004. 

Make  checks  payable  to  the  State  Layman's  League 
Cost:  $10 


Name   Home  Telephone 


Address  (Please  check  the  appropriate  blanks) 

 I  plan  to  attend  the  retreat  at 

City   Camp  Vandemere  on  June  4-5,  2004. 

State  Zip    I  plan  to  stay  at  Camp  Vandemere  on 

Friday  night,  June  4,  2004. 

Church  

Please  return  this  form  to: 

Conference   Elmer  Harrell,  502  Southeast  3rd  St.,  Snow  Hill,  NC  28580 
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LcflcuE  Convtmion 


CONVENTION  OF  ORIGINAL 
FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS  LEAGUES 

Theme:  "Heart,  Mind  and  Soul  for  Jesus  24-7' 
(Jeremiah  24:7) 


The  First  FWB  Church  of  Goldsboro  hosted  the  State 
League  Convention  on  Saturday,  March  20,  2004.  Our  event 
may  not  have  lasted  quite  24  hours  but  it  was  a  grand  day  of 
giving  our  heart,  mind,  and  soul  in  wonderful  worship  to 
our  Lord.  We  began  our  day  with  hearts  filled  with  song 
under  the  direction  of  Sharlene  Howell,  our  president.  A 
special  treat  was  learning  an  "old"  song  that  was  new  to  us, 
"Set  My  Soul  Afire."  This  was  followed  by  the  welcome  ex- 
tended by  Timothy  Howell  of  the  host  church  and  a  response 
from  Aspen  Grove.  Michelle  Hoggard  of  the  Hickory  Chapel 
League  provided  the  opening  devotion,  a  monologue  of  a 
business  woman  who  keeps  running  into  crosses.  The  mes- 
sage given  in  humorous  fashion  reminds  all  Christians  of 
the  need  to  take  up  the  Cross  and  follow  Jesus.  A  heart  and 
soul-stirring  "singspiration"  came  next  on  the  program. 
During  this  time,  special  music  was  presented  by  a  duet  from 
Aspen  Grove,  a  solo  from  Mt.  Zion,  and  two  selections  from 
the  Goldsboro  League.  President  Howell,  in  her  remarks,  re- 
minded us  that  we  are  an  army  and  need  to  be  ready  and 


prepared  to  advance  in  obedience  to  our  Commander's  or- 
ders. The  Sword  Drill  competition  was  a  time  of  nervous- 
ness with  lots  of  fun  and  laughter  as  we  arrived  at  the  fol- 
lowing winners:  Adults:  1st  Place — Judy  Moore,  Aspen 
Grove;  2nd  Place — Sharlene  Howell,  Goldsboro.  Seniors:  1st 
Place — Timothy  Howell,  Goldsboro.  Intermediates:  1st 
Place — Jason  Williams,  Goldsboro.  An  inspiring  program 
was  presented  by  the  Signing  Choir  of  Blended  Fellowship. 
Their  message  spoke  eloquently  to  our  "hearts,  minds,  and 
souls"  of  our  Lord's  commission  to  proclaim  the  Gospel 
message  to  the  world.  In  bringing  this  report  of  the  day's 
activities  to  a  close,  I  want  to  stress  to  you  two  items:  First: 
Please  encourage  your  church  to  participate  in  the  Sword 
Drill  (a  copy  is  included  with  this  report).  Ages  8-adults  are 
invited  to  join  us.  Our  youth  winners  are  financially  assisted 
in  going  to  Cragmont  Summer  Camp.  Second:  Please  join  us 
at  Hickory  Chapel  Church  on  March  19,  2005,  for  our  next 
convention  (even  if  you  do  not  have  a  League,  come  visit 
and  learn  about  us). 


BIBLE  SWORD  DRILL 
2004-2005 

Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  League 
STUDY  GUIDE 


I.  Scripture  Searching  (Prayer) 

1.  2  Chronicles  7:14 

2.  Psalm  34:15 

3.  Isaiah  55:6-7 

4.  Matthew  6:6-7 

5.  Romans  8:26-27 

6.  Philippians  4:6 

7. 1  Thessalonians  5:17-18 

8.  Hebrews  4:16 

9.  Ephesians  6:18 

10.  James  5:16 

II.  Proverbs  15:8 
12.  Matthew  6:9-13 

11.  Unfinished  Quotations 

(God's  Goodness,  Mercy,  Faithfulness) 

1.  "God  is  our  refuge  and  strength..."  (Psalm  46:1). 

2.  "Be  merciful  unto  me,  O  God. .  .in  the  shadow  of  thy  wings. 
(Psalm  57:1). 

3.  "He  that  dwelleth  in  the  secret  place. .."  (Psalm  91:1). 

4.  "Let  us  therefore  come  boldly... obtain  mercy... grace. 
(Hebrews  4:16). 


5.  "I  (God)  will  go  before  thee,  and  make  the  crooked  places 
straight. . . "  (Isaiah  45:2-3). 

6.  "And  we  know  that  all  things  work  together..."  (Romans 
8:28). 

7.  "For  the  Lord  God  is  a  sun  and  shield;  ...no  good  thing 
will  he  withhold ..."  (Psalm  84: 11 ) . 

8.  "He  restoreth  my  soul:..."  (Psalm  23:3). 

9.  "Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour. . . "  (Matthew  11:28-30). 

10.  "It  is  of  the  Lord's  mercies  that  we  are  not  consumed..." 
(Lamentations  3:22-23). 

11.  "For  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  over  the  righteous,  and  his 
ears..."  (1  Peter  3:12). 

12.  The  Lord  God  is  my  strength...  make  my  feet  like  hinds' 
/ft?f..."(Habakkuk3:19). 

III.  Character  Drill  (People  of  Prayer) 

1.  Joshua  (Joshua  7:5-6 

2.  David  (2  Samuel  6:18) 

3.  Solomon  (2  Chronicles  6:13-14) 

4.  Abraham's  Servant  (Genesis  24:11-14) 

5.  Hannah  (1  Samuel  1:9-10)  » 


(Continued  on  next  page) 
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6.  Jesus  (John  17:1-26)  (Read:  1, 9,  and  26) 

7.  Daniel  (Daniel  9:2-19)  (Read:  2,  3,  and  19) 

8.  Cornelius  (Acts  10:1-2) 

9.  He  (Malefactor)  (Luke  23:42) 

10.  Job  (Job  42:10) 

11.  Jabez  (1  Chronicles  4:10) 

12.  Mary,  Mother  of  John  (Acts  12:12) 

IV.  Book  Drill 

1.  2  Kings 

7.  Mark 

2.  Esther 

8.  Ephesians 

3.  Isaiah 

9.  Philippians 

4.  Joel 

10.  Hebrews 

5.  Habakkuk 

11.  2  Peter 

6.  Acts 

12.  Matthew 

V.  Topical  Drill 

1.  Megiddo  (Judges  1:27) 

2.  Jezreel  (2  Kings  10:11) 

3.  Beatitudes  (Matthew  5:3-11)  (Read  3  and  11) 

4.  Whole  Armor  of  God  (Ephesians  6:11-17)  (Read  11  and 
17) 

5.  Ephratah  (Micah  5:2) 

6.  Resurrection  of  dead  and  living  Christians  (1 
Thessalonians  4:13-17) 

7.  Jesus  was  born  (Matthew  2:1) 

8.  Love  Chapter  (1  Corinthians  13)  (Read  1  and  13) 

9.  House  of  Jehu  (Hosea  1:4-5) 

10.  Armagaddeon  (Revelation  16:16) 

11.  Whale's  belly  (Matthew  12:40) 

12.  Bethlehem  (Ruth  1:19) 

VI.  Doctrinal  Drill  (ABCs  of  Salvation) 

1.  A — The  Bible  teaches  that  all  people  are  born  sinners  (Ro- 
mans 3:23). 

2.  B — The  Bible  teaches  that  when  we  believe  in  our  heart 


that  God  raised  Jesus  from  the  dead,  we  shall  be  saved  (Ro- 
mans 10:9-10). 

3.  C — The  Bible  teaches  that  when  we  confess  with  our 
mouth  about  Jesus  and  are  not  ashamed  of  Him,  we  are  saved 
(Romans  10:9-11). 

4.  The  Bible  teaches  that  when  we  are  saved,  Jesus  comes 
into  our  heart  in  the  person  of  the  Holy  Spirit  (John  14:16-17). 

5.  The  Bible  teaches  that  when  we  are  saved,  we  become 
new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus.  (2  Corinthians  5:17). 

6.  The  Bible  teaches  that  the  works  of  the  flesh  (unsaved)  are 
these:  (Galatians  5:19-21). 

7.  The  Bible  teaches  that  the  fruit  of  the  (Holy)  Spirit  is: 
(Galatians  5:22-23). 

8.  The  Bible  teaches  that  God  answers  prayers  that  are  in 
accord  with  His  will  (1  John  5:14-15). 

9.  The  Bible  teaches  that  doubting  prevents  answered  prayer 
(Mark  11:23). 

10.  The  Bible  teaches  that  known  sin  prevents  answered 
prayer. 

11.  The  Bible  teaches  that  deliberately  ignoring  God's  call  and 
His  council  (known  or  unknown)  prevents  answered  prayer 
(Isaiah  65:1-2). 

12.  The  Bible  teaches  that  mistreating  others  prevents  answered 
prayer  (Isaiah  1:15-17). 

Bibles  will  be  provided.  Only  references  from  this  guide  will 
be  accepted.  Any  church  or  youth  group  may  have  Junior 
(ages  9-11);  Intermediate  (ages  12-15);  Senior  (ages  16-21); 
and  adult  contestants.  Primary  (ages  6-8)  will  compete  in 
Scripture  Searching  and  Book  Drill.  This  year  there  will  be 
no  limit  on  participants.  However,  at  the  Convention,  the 
church  must  register  with  a  $25  fee.  God  Bless  You! 
Becky  Jo  Sumner 
450  NC  561  East 
Ashokie,  NC  27910 
(252)  332-6810 


People  m  Cvtms 


SMYRNA  CHURCH  NEWS 

Pictured  is  Amanda  Johnson  portraying  "the  crown"  during  the  Palm  Sunday  night  service 
entitled,  "Characters  of  the  Cross"  at  Smyrna  Church  in  the  Meadow  Community  on  Sunday, 
April  4,  2004.  Amanda  is  demonstrating  how  quickly  the  Lord  Jesus  lost  His  crown  of  glory 
and  wore  the  crown  of  thorns  before  being  crucified. 

Other  participants  in  the  drama  were  Carla  Allen  as  director,  Jeremy  Doyle  as  Simon  the 
Cyrenain,  John  Caviness  as  the  three  nails,  Rodney  Wood  and  Vance  Wade  as  the  two  thieves, 
Ray  G.  Smith  as  the  chief  priest,  Amber  Allen  wore  Jesus'  garments,  Sonja  Wood  as  Mary 
Magdalene,  Nicole  Watson  carried  "the  sign"  nailed  above  Jesus  in  mockery,  Ann  Strickland  as 
Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus,  Asia  McConnell  carried  the  "spear,"  Curtis  Allen  as  John,  Eliott 
McConnell  carried  the  Cross,  Danny  Allen  as  Joseph  of  Arimathaea  and  Ricky  Raynor  as  Jesus. 

Special  music  was  provided  by  Kay  Tary,  Laura  Parker,  Savak  Allen,  and  Amber  Wood. 

Brother  Jonathan  Pearce,  interim  pastor,  was  in  charge  of  the  devotional,  Scripture  and  clos- 
ing prayer. 

Ladies  of  the  church  provided  refreshments  honoring  the  leader  and  participants  following 
the  drama. 
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IN  MEMORIAM— THE  REVEREND  N.  BRUCE  BARROW 

(October  23, 1911-Marcfi  8,  2004) 

by  W.  Burkette  Raper 


The  Reverend  N.  Bruce  Barrow,  on  the 
anniversary  of  seventy  years  in  the  Gospel 
ministry.  Taken  at  Grants  Chapel  Church, 
his  last  pastorate  in  June  2000. 

Following  his  seventy-two  years  in 
the  ministry  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
have  suffered  the  loss  of  a  great  patri- 
arch of  the  faith  in  the  death  of  the  Rev- 
erend Nigel  Bruce  Barrow  of  Snow  Hill, 
NC.  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
on  March  11, 2004,  at  Hull  Road  Church 
by  the  Rev.  Leon  Grubbs,  pastor,  and 
Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president  emeri- 
tus of  Mount  Olive  College.  Burial  was 
in  the  new  church  cemetery. 

Mr.  Barrow  was  preceded  in  death 
in  1994  by  his  beloved  wife  and  com- 
panion in  the  ministry  for  sixty  years, 
the  late  Alice  Herget  Brown  (1911— 
1994).  Survivors  include:  three  daugh- 
ters, Miriam  B.  Lamm  of  Kenly,  Lois  B. 
Morris  of  Sunter,  SC  and  Jane  B.  Gainey 
of  Havelock;  and  one  son,  Nigel  "Tex" 
Barrow,  Jr.  of  Raleigh;  thirteen  grand- 
children and  eleven  great-grandchil- 
dren. 

A  descendant  of  one  of  the  founding 
families  of  Hull  Road  Church,  Mr.  Bar- 
row was  the  last  survivor  of  the  twelve 
children  of  John  Owen  Barrow  (1868- 
1947)  and  his  wife,  Ida  Harrison  Bar- 
row (1874-1948). 

Following  his  graduation  from  Snow 
Hill  High  School  in  1930,  Mr.  Barrow 
went  to  Chicago  to  further  his  educa- 
tion. He  first  enrolled  in  North  Park 
College  (1930-1931)  where  he  studied 
business  administration.  Further  stud- 
ies included  Moody  Bible  Institute 


from  which  he  graduated  in  1933, 
McCormack  Seminary  in  1934  and 
Northern  Baptist  Seminary  in  1935. 
While  in  Chicago,  he  began  his  preach- 
ing ministry  and  met  Alice  Herget  from 
Cincinnati,  OH,  who  was  studying 
home  missions  at  Moody.  They  were 
married  on  August  4, 1934.  Soon  after 
returning  to  NC,  Mr.  Barrow  was  or- 
dained by  the  Central  Conference  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  on  Septem- 
ber 28, 1935. 

During  the  years  that  followed,  Mr. 
Barrow  served  as  pastor  of  more  than 
thirty  churches  in  eastern  NC  and  the 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Bryan, 
TX  (1948-1950).  While  in  Bryan,  he  did 
graduate  work  at  Texas  A  &  M  Univer- 
sity. 

Mr.  Barrow's  first  pastorate  was  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Kinston,  NC 
(1935-1937)  and  his  final  pastorate  was 
Grants  Chapel,  Mount  Olive.  During 
some  of  his  pastoral  years,  he  served 
two,  and  at  times  four,  rural  churches 
simultaneously. 

In  addition  to  his  pastoral  ministry, 
Mr.  Barrow  served  many  ministries  of 
the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  including  assistant  superin- 
tendent of  the  Children's  Home  at 
Middlesex  and  manager  of  the  "Press" 
in  Ayden.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
founding  Board  of  Trustees  of  Mount 
Olive  College  and  taught  religious  in- 
stitute courses  during  the  early  years 
of  the  College.  Other  denominational 
positions  include  moderator  of  the 
National  Association  of  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists, president  of  the  NC  State  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  mod- 
erator of  the  Central  Conference  and 
member  of  the  Conference  Ordaining 
Council,  and  board  member  for  vari- 
ous other  denominational  ministries. 

A  major  achievement  of  Mr.  Barrow's 
ministry  was  his  leadership  in  estab- 
lishing and  funding  "The  Barrow  Fam- 
ily Endowed  Fund  for  Christian  Min- 
istries" at  Mount  Olive  College.  The 
endowment  provides  funding  for  the 
first  endowed  professorship  of  the  Col- 
lege— The  Barrow  Professor  of  Biblical 
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Studies — along  with  an  annual  minis- 
terial scholarship  and  special  programs 
for  the  development  of  ministerial  and 
lay  leadership  in  the  church. 

In  leaving  a  legacy  of  ninety-two 
years  of  life  on  earth,  seventy-two  of 
which  he  devoted  to  the  Christian 
ministry.  Mr.  Barrow  has  blessed  us  all. 
His  gift  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
and  to  humanity  was  tenderly 
expressed  by  the  words  of  the  poet, 
Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow: 
"So  when  a  great  man  dies.  For  years 
beyond  our  ken.  The  light  he  leaves 
behind  him.  Lies  upon  the  paths  of 
men." 

His  family  has  invited  those  who 
wish  to  make  memorials  to  consider 
The  Barrow  Family  Endowed  Fund  at 
Mount  Olive  College,  Office  of  Planned 
Giving,  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount 
Olive,  NC  28365;  or  Hull  Road  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  3984  Hull  Road,  Snow 
Hill,  NC  28580. 


CAPE  FEAR 
CONFERENCE/ 
UNION  MEETING 

Covenant  Church,  Hope  Mills,  NC 
will  host  the  Union  meeting  on  May 
22,  2004.  This  will  be  the  annual 
Christian  Board  of  Education,  Sun- 
day School  Training  Program. 

The  Rev.  Greg  Day,  an  instructor 
and  chaplain  of  MOC,  will  present 
a  program  entitled,  "Establish  and 
Improving  OFWB  Church  Organi- 
zation." 

The  Board  of  Education  encour- 
ages all  to  mark  your  calendars  and 
be  in  attendance,  as  this  will  be  an- 
other informative  program.  Pro- 
gram will  be  as  follows: 
8:00-  8:30  a.m.— Registration 

and  Fellowship 
Refreshments 
8:30-  9:30  a.m. — Mini  Session 
9:30-10:00  a.m.— Break  and  Late 

Registration 
10:00  a.m.-12:00  p.m.— Main  Session 
12:00  p.m.— Lunch 


HOPEWELL  CHURCH  WOMAN'S 
AUXILIARY  "VISITS"  BULGARIA 


Church  members  waiting  to  experience  the  Bulgarian  menu. 


On  February  22,  Hopewell  Church 
took  another  "trip"  to  the  mission  field. 
The  Woman's  Auxiliary  sponsored  a 
study  couse  on  missions  featuring  Bul- 
garia. Over  the  past  four  years,  we  have 
enjoyed  study  courses  that  included 
meals  representing  areas  of  our  foreign 
ministry.  We  have  focused  on  India,  the 
Philippines,  Mexico,  and  this  year,  Bul- 
garia. Sampling  the  cuisine  is  a  good 
way  to  add  knowledge  about  the  coun- 
tries and  to  give  a  personal  touch  to 
places  most  of  us  will  never  be  able  to 
learn  about  first-hand. 

The  Rev.  Harold  Jones  and  his  wife, 
Sandra,  have  been  very  much  involved 
in  our  plans  for  each  event.  Sandra  has 
brought  artifacts  from  each  country 
that  we  featured  and  has  set  up  a  dis- 
play table  in  our  dining  room.  Harold 
has  brought  slides  each  time  to  show 
the  progress  being  made  in  each  coun- 
try. He  always  has  interesting  stories 
to  tell  of  his  latest  experiences. 

We  start  the  evening  with  a  meal  that 
has  been  researched  and  planned  to 
show  types  of  food  eaten  in  the  differ- 
ent countries.  When  the  lights  are 
turned  down,  and  Harold  starts  his 
presentation,  we  feel  a  connection  with 
the  country  after  having  had  a  meal 
similar  to  what  the  people  there  would 
eat.  Following  the  meal,  an  offering  is 
taken  for  missions.  This  year,  our  of- 
fering is  going  to  be  used  on  the  build- 
ing project  in  Varna,  Bulgaria. 

This  time,  we  came  into  the  dining 


room  to  tables  with  red-checked  cov- 
ers. The  centerpieces  were  straw  bas- 
kets filled  with  potatoes,  onions,  and 
leafy  endive.  Bulgaria  is  largely  a  farm- 
ing country  (even  though  Varna,  where 
the  Van  der  Plases  live,  is  a  sea  port), 
so  a  rustic  setting  was  in  order.  The 
menu  included  stuffed  sausages, 
Ghiveci  (a  tomatoes  and  squash — we 
called  it  baked  soup!),  Mamaliga 
(baked  corn  meal  mush  with  strudel 
with  yogurt,  and  coffee.  Many  in  our 
group  were  pleased  to  learn  that  Bul- 
garians are  coffee  lovers! 

Harold's  slides,  as  always,  were 
filled  with  human  interest  scenes  of 
actual  people  being  helped  by  our  Mis- 
sions ministry.  Stories  of  children  with 
medical  problems  our  dollars  have 
helped  made  us  feel  good  about  the 
work.  Seeing  simple  church  buildings 
raised  for  new  Christians  in  foreign 
lands  made  us  realize  just  how  much 
we  have  to  be  thankful  for.  We  came 
away  from  the  evening  touched  by  the 
great  need  in  so  many  parts  of  the 
world  and  anxious  to  do  our  small  part 
for  them.  The  month  of  March,  with  the 
Missions  Rally  and  the  Missions  Tele- 
thon, offers  many  opportunities  for 
Free  Will  Baptists  to  respond  to  these 
calls  for  help;  I  hope  many  of  us  will. 

If  any  of  you  would  be  interested  in 
trying  this  approach  to  missions  study 
courses,  you  can  contact  Sandra  for 
recipes  from  these  countries. 


CRAGMONT 
WOMAN'S 
CONFERENCE 

June  7-12,  2004 
Speaker:  Marie  Glenn 

August  2-7,  2004 
Speakers:  Kristie  Bailey 
Kerry  Clayton 


Name  

Address - 
Phone  


REGISTRATION  FORM 


_Church 


Which  Conference  Attending: 


If,  due  to  health  reasons,  you  require  downstairs 
accommodations,  please  check  here:  

If  you  do  not  plan  to  ride  the  bus,  please  check 
here:  

Mai!  this  registration  form 
along  with  a  $20  deposit  to: 
Teresa  M.  Ball,  6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road, 
Grifton,NC  28530 

A  balance  of  $145  will  be  due  upon  arrival  at 
Cragmont.  Make  checks  payable  to:  Cragmont 
Woman's  Conference. 

There  will  be  afternoon  trips  into 
Black  Mountain  and  Asheville  for  $10  each. 
There  will  be  an  outing  planned 
for  Wednesday  for  approximately  $70. 

Remember:  The  June  Conference  wishes  to 
encourage  participation  of  couples  and  indi- 
vidual gentlemen,  as  well  as  our  ladies.  A  lim- 
ited number  of  private  accomodations  for 
couples  are  available  on  first  registered,  first 
served  basis. 


THANK  YOU 

I  would  like  to  offer  my  heartfelt 
thanks  to  each  one  for  your  concerns 
during  Libby's  illness  and  death.  Your 
prayers,  cards,  and  visits  were  all  very 
much  appreciated.  Your  financial  gifts 
were  very  helpful  as  her  medical  ex- 
penses soared  to  nearly  one  quarter  of 
a  million  dollars.  May  God  continue  to 
bless  you. 

Everett  Harper 
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SAINT  PAUL  CHURCH 


by  Janice  Britt  Hudson 


MINISTERIAL 
ASSOCIATION 


This  group  enjoyed  the  fine  breakfast  prepared  by  Dale  Warren,  superintendent  and 


friends  on  Fifth  Sunday  in  February. 

In  celebration  of  Sunday  School 
Month,  the  members  of  Saint  Paul 
Church  held  a  special  service  on  Sun- 
day, February  9, 2004.  Because  this  fifth 
Sunday  in  February  only  occurs  once 
every  thirty  years,  superintendent, 
Dale  Warren  made  it  a  special  occasion 
by  recognizing  the  teachers  and  offic- 
ers who  serve  Saint  Paul.  Warren,  his 
family,  and  several  friends  prepared 
and  served  the  entire  Sunday  School  a 
delicious  hot  breakfast  in  the  church 
fellowship  hall. 

This  was  followed  by  Sunday  School. 
After  the  worship  service,  Mr.  Warren 
recognized  all  Sunday  School  teachers 
and  officers  with  warm  words  of  ap- 
preciation for  their  devotion  and  obe- 
dience for  service  for  their  church. 

He  recognized  two  outstanding 
members,  Curtis  Watkins  and  Betty 
Lou  McLamb,  for  their  many  years  of 
service  to  Saint  Paul  Church.  They  have 


served  the  church  in  many  capacities 
ranging  from  teaching  to  serving  as 
officers  of  our  Sunday  School  and 
church.  During  the  course  of  their  ser- 
vice, these  two  members  dealt  with 
personal  illnesses. 

Even  during  the  troubled  times  in 
their  lives,  these  servants  continued  to 
persevere  for  the  Lord  Jesus.  They  are 
shining  Christian  examples  for  all  of  us 
to  follow.  The  service  ended  with  the 
entire  congregation  singing  a  praise 
and  worship  hymn.  The  Rev.  Roy 
Clifton  concluded  the  service  with 
prayer. 

The  Saint  Paul  Church  members  are 
thankful  for  all  the  Christian  men  and 
women  who  continue  to  give  thir  time 
and  service  for  the  Lord.  It  is  our  teach- 
ers and  officers  who  lay  the  foundation 
for  the  good  life  all  of  us  are  seeking 
and  the  life  that  Jesus  would  have  us 
to  live. 


Sunday  School  teachers  at  St.  Paul  Church,  Newton  Grove,  NC 


To:  All  Ministers  of  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptist  Ministerial  Associa- 
tion wishes  to  invite  you  to  attend  the 
Ministers'  Conference  at  Cragmont  As- 
sembly on  May  17-19,  2004.  This  year's 
theme  is  "Responding  to  God's  Call  by 
Motivating  Our  Workers,"  with  seminars 
being  conducted  by  our  guest  speaker,  M. 
Robert  Mulholland  Jr.  supplied  by  the 
James  A.  Evans  Lecture  Series  Commit- 
tee. 

On  Monday  evening,  communion  ser- 
vices and  daily  worship  services  will  be 
conducted  by  ministers  from  within  our 
association  ranks.  This  is  the  annual 
meeting  of  The  Ministerial  Association. 
Please  fill  out  the  registration  form  be- 
low and  return  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
cost  of  pre-registration  is  $35.  This  fee  cov- 
ers your  membership  dues  and  picture 
for  the  week.  Bryant  Hines,  Planning  and 
Marketing  Director  for  Cragmont  and  li- 
aison to  the  Ministerial  Association,  will 
receive  dues  and  registration. 

Please  make  all  checks  payable  to: 
OFWB  Ministerial  Association  and  mail 
this  form  and  check  to:  The  Rev.  Bryant 
Hines,  203  Teachey  Court,  New  Bern,  NC 
28562.  Please  return  your  form  and  pay- 
ment by  May  5,  2004. 

Name  Phone  

Address  

City  State  Zip  

Please  indicate  your  building  preference.  Rooms 
wil]  be  assigned  on  a  first  come,  first  served  basis. 
Main  Bldg  Motel  Floyd  House  Dorm  

I  will  be  staying  off  campus  

Do  you  have  any  existing  health  problems  that 
would  prevent  you  from  being  on  the  second 
floor?  Yes  No  

Please  indicate  with  whom  you  wish  to  room: 


 Check  here  if  you  will  be  eating  supper  on 

Monday  night,  May  17. 

Please  note:  All  ministers'  wives  who  stay  on 
campus  will  room  in  the  dorm  behind  the  dining 
hall.  Check  here  if  your  wife  will  be  staying  on 
campus.  

If  you  wish  to  join  the  Ministerial  Association  but 
cannot  attend,  you  may  join  or  renew  by  sending 
$30  dues  to  above  address. 
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Glennie  Ross  greeted  people  at  the 
door  of  the  Saints  Delight  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  in  New  Bern,  NC. 
Frank  Fortner,  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Deacons,  stood  by  her  side,  bulletins 
in  hand  to  give  worshipers  as  they  en- 
tered the  sanctuary  The  presence  of 
past  members  buried  in  the  cemetery 
at  the  edge  of  the  parking  lot  behind 
the  white  picket  fence  seemed  near  as 
names  on  tombstones  stood  out  in  the 
Sunday  morning  sun — baby  Elsia 
Hansen  born  January  4,  1910,  died 
January  3, 1913;  Hettie  Whitefield  born 
November  1852,  died  September  1906 


Sanctuary  of 
Saints  Delight  OFWB  Church 


The  stained-glass  windows  in  nar- 
row niches  on  both  sides  of  the  sanctu- 
ary created  a  warm  beauty  while  Joan 
Turbeville  played  the  piano  and  Willie 
Ipock  strummed  the  guitar.  Some 
eighty  members  were  gathering  to 
worship  together  and  to  be  inspired  by 
their  pastor,  Tim  Heath.  In  the  foyer, 
Aleeze  Banks,  Sunday  School  Superin- 
tendent, was  trying  to  get  ready  for  the 
main  service,  her  excitement  evident 
after  a  good  Sunday  School  attendance. 


Joan  Turbeville  at  the  piano;  Willie  Ipock 
with  the  guitar. 


Young  People  Awards 

The  young  people  at  Saints  Delight 
OFWB  Church  had  just  returned  from 
the  Eastern  District  Youth  Conven- 
tion and  brought  home  victories — 
overall  first  place  in  the  wood  category, 
group  talent  first  place,  second  place  for 
individual  talent.  Marenda  Heath  read 
her  award-winning  essay,  God  Versus 
America,  while  the  tithes  and  offering 
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Dr.  Pepper         Rev.  Michael 
Worthington  Warning 
Circuit  Writer       Circuit  Artist 


Editor's  Note:  The  Free  Will  Baptist 
announces  the  beginning  of  a  new 
column,  In  the  Spotlight.  The  Rev. 
Michael  Warning  and  Dr.  Pepper 
Worthington  are  acting  as  circuit 
witnesses  to  our  church  life  across  the 
denomination.  Rev.  Warning's  pen  and 
ink  sketch  and  Dr.  Worthington's 
account  of  a  Sunday  service  hope  to 
awaken  a  new  interest  in  what  is  going 
on  in  our  churches  across  the 
denomination.  Each  issue  of  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  in  2004  will  feature  a 
church  visited  by  our  circuit  witnesses. 

were  collected.  She  declared,  "All 
traces  of  God  have  been  taken  out  of 
our  schools.  America  is  one  nation  ver- 
sus God.  God  is  being  taken  away  from 
us  every  day.  It  is  now  time  to  stand 
up  for  our  God.  We  must  know  God 
and  make  Him  known." 


Pastor  Tim  Heath 


Sermon:  How  Does  God 
Show  Himself  to  Us? 

Pastor  Tim  Heath  read  Exodus  33:17- 
23.  He  stressed  verses  22-23: 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  while  my  glory 
passeth  by,  that  I  will  put  thee  in  a  clift  of 
the  rock,  and  will  cover  thee  with  my  hand 
while  I  pass  by: 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


And  1  will  take  away  mine  hand,  and 
thou  shalt  see  my  back  parts:  but  my  face 
shall  not  be  seen. 

Heath  spoke  of  Moses  coming  to 
God  to  ask  God  to  show  Himself,  to 
reveal  His  glory,  because  Moses  needed 
to  experience  the  presence  of  God.  "But 
what  we  know  about  the  glory  of  God 
is  about  as  much  as  we  know  about  the 
sea.  We  stand  by  the  sea  and  feel  the 
intensity  of  the  sea,  but  all  we  know  is 
only  a  little  part.  We  also  only  know  a 
very  small  portion  of  the  glory  of  God. 
Moses  wanted  to  know  more  about 
God  than  what  he  knew.  Our  prayer 
should  be  to  know  more  about  God," 
explained  Heath. 


Aleeze  Banks  is 
the  Sunday 
School 
Superintendent 

at  Saints 
Delight  Church. 


Three  Ways  to  See  the  Glory 
of  God:  Nature,  Principles, 
Holy  Spirit 

"In  the  presence  of  nature  we  see  the 
glory  of  God,"  said  Heath.  "On  a  moon- 
lit walk  David  looked  up  to  the  canopy 
of  Heaven  and  saw  the  moon.  The 
moon  does  not  generate  its  own  light 
but  reflects  the  light  of  the  sun.  You  and 
I,  as  children  of  God,  should  be  reflect- 
ing the  glory  of  God.  Only  when  we 
reflect  God  are  we  generating  any- 
thing," he  said. 

In  Psalm  19:1,  Heath  noted: 

The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God;  and 
the  firmament  sheweth  his  handywork. 

God's  glory  in  nature  is  not  happen- 
stance, according  to  Heath.  To  illustrate 
the  importance  of  an  intelligent  design 
in  nature,  Heath  spoke  of  the  parts  of  a 
watch,  which  if  thrown  about  sepa- 
rately, would  not  be  put  together  to 
make  a  watch  without  an  intelligent 
force. 

Laws  and  Principles 
Reveal  the  Glory  of  God 

"We  need  to  be  thankful  that  there 
are  certain  laws  in  play  like  the  laws  of 
gravity.  God  has  put  both  a  moral  and 
a  physical  order  in  place.  We  live  with 


principles.  We  reap  what  we  sow. 
When  you  plant  collards,  you  expect 
collards  to  grow,  not  okra.  God  says  if 
we  plant  good  seeds,  that  He  will  pros- 
per us  and  we  shall  see  a  portion  of  the 
glory  of  God,"  Heath  said. 

"And  the  principle  of  worship  is  a 
lifestyle,  a  seed,  an  obvious  interest  in 
which  we  hope  to  hear  from  God.  God 
promises  to  show  Himself  to  us  when 
we  worship." 


Glennie  Ross  (right)  greets  people  at 
Saints  Delight  while  Frank  Fortner  (left), 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Deacons,  distrib- 
utes bulletins. 


The  Holy  Spirit  Reveals 
the  Glory  of  God 

"Moses  asked  God  to  show  Himself, 
but  God  said  Moses  would  only  get  a 
glimpse  because  God  was  going  to  be 
merciful  because  no  one  can  handle  the 
whole  presence  of  God.  Moses  was  to 
hide  in  the  cleft  of  the  rock  with  God 
holding  His  hand  over  the  eyes  of 
Moses.  You  see,  we  can  only  experience 
a  portion  of  the  glory  of  God  just  as  we 
can  only  experience  a  portion  of  the 
vastness  of  the  sea.  We  live  in  an  age  of 
grace  wherein  God  sends  a  comforter, 
the  Holy  Spirit.  This  Holy  Spirit  comes 
to  the  willing  heart  and  moves  in.  What 
a  merciful  move  on  God's  part.  God 
moves  in  so  that  He  moves  in  faces  and 
in  lives.  As  we  step  into  the  presence 
of  God,  we  find  out  this  feels  pretty 
good.  The  presence  of  God  is  truly  glo- 
rious. When  the  Holy  Spirit  enters,  we 
are  in  the  presence  of  God  and  God's 
presence  is  in  our  lives,"  concluded 
Pastor  Heath. 


Stained-glass 
window  at  Saints 
Delight  Church. 


Old  Bell  at  Saints 
Delight  notes 
the  church  was 

founded  in  1891. 


Saints  Delight  Church,  New  Bern,  NC 
Eastern  Conference 
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NEW  POSITION  AVAILABLE 

Stoney  Creek  Church  announces  a  full-time  staff  opening  for  a  Director  of  Children's  Ministry. 

The  Director  of  Children's  Ministry  will  be  responsible  for  comprehensively  building  a  ministry  team  that  will  effec- 
tively disciple  all  children  ages  birth  through  5th  grade.  Duties  will  include  recruiting  and  training  volunteers  who  will 
touch  children's  lives  with  God's  love,  teach  God's  Word,  and  provide  fellowship  with  God's  people.  Additional  respon- 
sibilities will  be  overseeing  the  entire  children's  ministry  (birth  through  5th  grade)  and  ensuring  a  smoothly  operating, 
safe  and  effective  program.  The  goal  of  Stoney  Creek  Church  is  to  lay  a  foundation  that  will  keep  children  interested  in 
the  things  of  God  and  involved  in  church. 

Stoney  Creek  Church  is  a  vibrant  and  rapidly  growing  church  with  over  one-thousand  active  participants.  Currently 
the  church  has  over  250  children  (birth  through  5th  grade)  who  participate  regularly.  There  is  great  potential  to  increase 
these  numbers  by  involving  children  and  families  in  our  community  that  participate  marginally  or  who  have  not  been 
reached  at  all. 

The  Church  has  a  full-time  staff  of  six,  three  Sunday  morning  worship  services  (two  traditional  and  one  contemporary 
service)  as  well  as  a  great  program  for  children  (birth  through  5th  grade)  and  youth  (grades  6-12). 

There  is  great  excitement  about  the  possibility  of  welcoming  a  new  staff  member  who  desires  to  work  within  a  growing 
and  dynamic  body,  with  emphasis  on  children's  ministry.  It  is  the  desire  of  Stoney  Creek  Church  to  find  the  right  person 
to  lead  our  Children's  Ministry  (birth  through  5th  grade). 

Qualifications  should  include  a  completed  undergraduate  degree  (preferably  in  Christian  Ministry)  or  experience  equiva- 
lent with  training.  This  person  should  possess  strong  organizational  skills,  be  detail-oriented,  creative,  and  have  a  clear 
sense  of  calling  to  Children's  Ministry.  The  Director  of  Children's  Ministry  will  work  directly  under  the  Youth  Director 
and  in  conjunction  with  the  Board  of  Deacons.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with  experience. 

Interested  persons  should  contact  Wes  Boyd,  Youth  Director,  Stoney  Creek  Church,  752  Stoney  Creek  Church  Road, 
Goldsboro,  NC  27534.  He  may  be  reached  by  phone  at  (919)  735-3916  or  by  e-mail  at  <wesboyd@ncrrbiz.com>. 


Churches  i  Ministry 
Positions  Available 


Hickory  Chapel  Church,  Ahoskie,  is  in  the  process  of  looking 
for  a  full-time  minister.  Persons  interested  in  this  position  may 
call  (252)  332-2700  or  send  resumes  to  Sara  Parker,  542  NC  561 
E.,  Ahoskie,  NC  27910. 

The  Reverend  Jack  Weathersby,  is  available  for  supply,  fill-in, 
interim,  or  full-time  pastoral  services  and  revivals  in  Pitt  and 
adjacent  counties.  You  may  contact  him  at  (252)  756-7777. 

Richard  Whitman,  licensed  minister  and  called  by  God,  is 
available  for  ministry,  revivals,  fill-ins,  evangelism,  or  as  God 
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f  The  most  important  \ 
\  thing  a  father  can  i 

do  for  his  children  is 
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i  —Anonymous  i 
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Children's  Home  Month 


Meeting  dates  and  locations  are  subject  to  change.  You  are  encouraged  to  call  in  advance  to  confirm  meeting  schedules. 


Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

1 

2 

Cape  Fear  3 
Sunday  School 
Training  St. 
Mary's  Grove 

Foreign 

Missions  Board 
Meeting 

State  Layman's  4" 
League  Meeting, 
Camp 
Vandemere 

6  p.m.  meal; 

7  p.m.  business 
meeting 

Layman's  ^ 
League 
Spiritual  Life 
Retreat,  Camp 
Vandemere 

6 

7  p.m.  S.S.  ~m 
Eastern  / 
Regional  Training 

Spring  Womsn  s 
Conference 

Central  Conf  Layman's 
League  Meeting,  Rose  of 
Sharon  Church,  Bear 
Grass;  meal,  6:30  p.m.; 
business  meeting,  7:30  p.m. 

8 

Spring 

Woman's 

Conference 

9 

Spring 

Woman's 

Conference 

Spring  -JQ 

Woman's 

Conference 

Layman's  League 
Executive  Board 
Meeting,  VFW 
Building,  Snow  Hill, 

7  P.M. 

Spring  *y\ 
Woman's  u 
Conference 

Layman's  League, 
Executive  Board, 
VFW  Building, 
Snow  Hill,  7  p.m. 

Foreign          *  ^ 
Missions  * 
Short-Term 
Team  to 
Mexico 

Spring 

Woman's 

Conference 

Foreign  1^ 
Missions  " 
Short-Term 
Team  to 
Mexico 

Foreign  ^a 
Missions  ' 
Short-Term 
Team  to 
Mexico 

Sunday  School 
Eastern  Regional 
Training  Rooty 
Branch 

Foreign          1 5 
Missions 
Short-Term 
Team  to 
Mexico 

Foreign         1 6 
Missions 
Short-Term 
Team  to 
Mexico 

Foreign  \J 
Missions 
Short-Term 
Team  to 
Mexico 

Foreign         1 8 
Missions 
Short-Term 
Team  to 
Mexico 

Foreign         1  O 
Missions 
Short-Term 
Team  to 
Mexico 

20 

FATHER'S 
DAY 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Foreign  2.6 
Missions 
Short-Term 
Team  to 
Mexico 

Foreign  Missions  ^7 
Short-Term  Team 
to  Mexico 

Sunday  School 
Western 
Regional 
Training,  Marsh 
Swamp 

28 

Foreign 
Missions 
Short-Term 
Team  to 
Mexico 

*9 

Foreign 
Missions 
Short-Term 
Team  to 
Mexico 

30 

Foreign 
Missions 
Short-Term 
Team  to 
Mexico 

Notes: 


Coming  Soon: 


July  £5 — Executive  Board  Meeting, 
VFW  Building,  Snow  Hill,  7  p.m. 
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The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily 
reflect  the  beliefs  and  policies  of  the  editor 
or  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  The  responsibility 
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But  he  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions, 
he  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities: 

the  chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him, 
and  with  his  stripes  we  are  healed 
(Isaiah  53:5). 


New  Columns  Can  Add  Appeal 

by  Darren  E.  Davenport,  Editor 


What  can  we  do  to  add  more  appeal  to  The  Free  Will 
Baptist — the  news  magazine  for  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists?  How  can  we  encourage  more  people  to  want  to 
see  what's  going  on  around  and  among  our  people? 

Among  the  approximately  thirty-two 
thousand  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  only 
a  small  portion  (about  12%)  are  subscribers. 
Why  is  that?  Maybe — maybe  we're  not 
offering  enough  for  our  readers.  If  that  is 
the  case,  we'd  like  to  make  some  changes. 

First,  we'd  like  to  begin  a  new  section 
entitled  "Letters  to  the  Editor"  or  "Readers 
Respond."  This,  of  course  will  require  input  from  you, 
our  readers.  If  there  are  things  you'd  like  to  say,  let  us 
hear  from  you.  If  you'd  like  to  respond  to  an  article  or  an 
editorial  that  has  been  published,  we  encourage  you  to 
do  just  that — respond.  Do  keep  in  mind  that  above  all  we 
want  to  keep  Christ  and  integrity  in  everything  we  do, 
but  do  speak  freely  and  not  in  anonimity. 


There  are  some  other  ideas  for  columns  that  I'd  like  to 
bring  to  your  attention.  Some  of  them  include 
"Perspective,"  "Church  Growth  Strategies,"  "Youth  Beat," 
"Inside  the  Nest,"  "News  Bites,"  and  "Senior  Moments." 

These  are  just  some  ideas — but  we  need 
contributors.  We  need  people  that  will  help 
us  by  writing  regularly  or  from  time  to  time 
in  these  different  areas. 

Do  you  have  any  ideas?  Would  you  like 
to  help  us?  If  so,  I  would  be  glad  to  hear 
from  you.  Please  call,  write,  or  e-mail  me  at 
any  time.  You  can  reach  me  by  any  of  these 


different  ways: 


Phone  —  (800)  849-3927  ext.  227 
E-mail  —  editor@fwbpress.com 
Mail  —  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Attn:  Editor 
3928  Lee  Street 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 


The  Tie  That  Binds 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus 


The  hymn,  "Blest  Be  the  Tie  That  Binds,"  written  by  John 
Fawcett  in  1772,  is  often  sung  at  the  close  of  worship  services, 
and  especially  at  the  conclusion  of  communion  services.  The 
"tie"  that  binds  is  the  mutual  affection  and  love  Christians 
experience  as  they  worship  and  fellowship  together.  Mr. 
Fawcett  wrote  the  words  after  deciding  to  remain  at  a  smaller 
church,  with  a  salary  of  less  than  two  hundred  dollars  a 
year  instead  of  moving  to  a  much  larger  church  in  England. 
His  relationship  with  the  smaller  church  in  Wainsgate,  in 
Yorkshire,  lasted  over  fifty  years. 

Few  pastoral  "stays"  have  lasted  so  long.  Yet,  all  pastors, 
regardless  of  the  length  of  time, 
establish  "ties  that  binds"  that  remains 
throughout  their  lifetime.  With  each 
change  of  pastorates,  the  mutual 
affection  and  love  broadens  as  more 
and  more  relationships  are  established. 
With  the  passing  of  years,  we  may 
seldom  see  them;  but  when  we  do  on 
occasion  meet  those  friends  of  the  past, 
we  find  the  kindred  spirit  is  still  there  as  we  reminisce  and 
share  events  of  the  past. 

During  the  past  few  years,  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  return 
to  two  of  the  churches  I  served  early  in  my  ministry.  One  of 
them  was  Sound  Side  Church  in  Tyrell  County  (which  I  have 
referred  to  in  my  writings  of  recent  years).  My  return  was 
in  1984,  thirty  years  after  my  first  stay.  What  a  blessing  it 
was,  and  still  is,  to  once  again  experience  "the  tie  that  binds." 
The  other  church  I  have  now  returned  to  is  Malachi  Chapel 
in  Tyrell  County,  which  I  served  at  the  same  time  I  was  at 


Sound  Side  Church  in  the  early  50s.  Although  on  a  pastoral 
supply  basis,  it  is  indeed  a  blessing  to  once  again  re-establish 
old  friendships  and  to  stand  behind  the  same  pulpit  to 
proclaim  God's  Word.  My  first  Sunday  was  June  1,  a  year 
ago.  During  those  first  few  months,  due  to  previous 
obligations,  I  was  not  with  them  each  Sunday.  It  was  in 
November  that  the  Rev.  Walter  Reynolds  and  I  began  to 
share  and  alternate  in  conducting  the  services.  Malachi 
Chapel  is  Brother  Reynold's  home  church,  and  he  shares  in 
the  mutual  feeling  of  love  and  affection  that  goes  back  many 
years.  Most  of  the  faithful  members  of  the  past  are  in  Heaven, 
but  we  think  of  them  often,  especially 
as  we  worship  within  the  same  walls  of 
more  than  fifty  years  ago. 
John  Fawcett's  words  still  touch  a  note 
in  our  hearts: 

"Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds,  our  hearts 
in  Christian  love:  the  fellowship  of 
kindred  minds  is  like  to  that  above. 
Before  our  Father's  throne  we  pour  our 
ardent  prayers;  Our  fears,  our  hopes,  our  aims  are  one,  our 
comforts  and  our  cares.  When  we  asunder  part,  It  gives  us 
inward  pain;  But  we  shall  still  be  joined  in  heart,  And  hope 
to  meet  again." 

(Note:  in  last  month's  "Reflections,"  the  sentence  concerning  the  Rev. 
Bruce  Barrow's  ordination  should  have  read:  "He  joined  Hull  Road 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Greene  County,  at  the  age  of  13  and  was 
ordained  into  the  gospel  ministry  in  1935  at  Grimsley  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  also  in  Greene  County.") 
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"The  Passion  of  the  Christ" 
Changed  my  Life 


I  was  baptized  when  I  was  twelve- 
years-old.  I,  along  with  my  oldest  sis- 
ter and  two  brothers  and  several  other 
newly  converted  Christians,  went  to 
Wall's  Landing  in  Chocowinity,  NC,  on 
a  beautiful  Sundav  afternoon  to  be  fully 
immersed  in  the  Pamlico  River.  I  was  a 
Christian,  and  for  many  years,  I  lived 
for  Christ.  I  did  everything  I  could  to 
show  Jesus  how  much  I  loved  Him;  I 
joined  the  church,  sang  in  the  choir,  and 
attended  Sunday  School  on  a  regular 
basis  (I  even  walked  there 
many  Sundays).  I  was  on- fire 
for  Jesus!  I  wanted  so  much  to 
live  for  Jesus. 

My  friends  and  I  used  to  talk 
about  Jesus  and  everything  we 
were  learning  (and  what  we 
didn't  understand)  about  the 
Bible.  It  was  a  wonderful  time 
in  my  life.  Then  things  started 
to  change,  as  it  does  with  many 
Christians.  I  started  to  mature 
into  a  woman  and  other  things 
began  to  cloud  my  enthusiasm 
for  Christ.  I  started  dating,  got 
married,  had  a  baby,  and  began 
to  work  outside  the  home.  I  put 
Jesus  on  the  "back  burner."  I 
would  go  to  church  occasion- 
ally, but  for  the  most  part,  I  just  was 
too  busy  to  think  about  attending 
church.  I  didn't  go  to  church  much  be- 
cause, after  all,  Sunday  was  the  only 
day  I  could  sleep  late.  I  worked  hard, 
and  I  deserved  to  sleep  in  on  Sunday, 
didn't  I?  How  many  times  have  we  all 
heard  that  lame  excuse?  The  funny 
thing  is,  I  was  always  awake  in  time  to 
get  dressed  and  be  at  church  on  time. 
The  sad  thing  is  I  didn't  want  to  go,  but 
felt  like  I  had  to  have  an  excuse  that 
sounded  good.  Does  any  excuse  not  to 
go  to  church  sound  good? 

A  co-worker  periodically  invited  me 
to  go  to  her  church  for  special  singings, 
fundraisers,  and  just  for  the  sake  of 
going  to  church.  I  kept  telling  her  that 
I  would  "try,"  but  I  hardly  ever  went. 
Eventually,  through  her  persistence, 


by  Dixie  McLawhorn 

and  the  stirring  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  I 
went  to  a  Bible  study  on  the  book  of 
the  Revelation.  I  joined  the  church 
about  five  months  later.  Once  again,  I 
jumped  into  the  church  with  both  feet. 
I  was  in  church  "every  time  the  door 
was  open."  I  joined  all  the  church  or- 
ganizations I  could.  I  headed  commit- 
tees, taught  Sunday  School,  sang  in  the 
choir,  worked  with  the  young  people, 
and  joined  the  woman's  auxiliary.  You 
name  it  and  I  probably  had  something 


to  do  with  it!  And,  I  became  miserable. 
It  all  became  drudgery  to  me.  I  found 
fault  at  the  smallest  thing.  Nothing  the 
pastor  said  or  did  was  right,  in  my  eyes. 
The  deacons  weren't  doing  what  they 
should  have  been  doing.  The  Sunday 
School  Board  wasn't  operating  cor- 
rectly. Nothing  was  done  right. 

Eventually,  I  began  to  stay  in  the  back 
for  Children's  Church  during  the 
morning  worship  service  and  was  back 
there  again  at  night  for  the  youth  group 
meetings.  I  told  myself,  along  with  any- 
one who  asked,  that  I  was  needed  back 
there.  In  reality,  I  was  there  so  I 
wouldn't  have  to  listen  to  the  preacher 
or  be  around  any  of  those  who  "weren't 
doing  like  they  should."  I  stopped  tak- 
ing Holy  Communion  or  participating 
in  Washing  the  Saints'  Feet.  Ha\«rg  the 
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feelings  I  had  about  the  church,  I 
couldn't  participate.  What  an  awful  lie 
I  would  have  been  telling  if  I  had  par- 
ticipated! It  was  bad  enough  that  I  was 
lying  about  my  feelings. 

What  does  all  this  have  to  do  with 
the  movie  "The  Passion  of  the  Christ"? 
Well,  I  was  miserable  during  my  "noth- 
ing is  right  with  the  church"  period  in 
my  life.  I  knew  that  the  way  I  felt  wasn't 
right.  The  Holy  Spirit  was  convicting 
me  every  day.  And  every  day,  I  became 
more  and  more  miserable.  One 
day,  during  Sunday  School,  a 
brief  discussion  about  the  up- 
coming movie  started,  and  mv 
teacher  said  she  didn't  think 
she  could  watch  the  movie  be- 
cause of  the  graphic  depictions 
of  Christ's  suffering.  Some- 
thing in  me  knew  that  I  had  to 
see  the  movie!  I  didn't  know  if 
I  would  be  able  to  go  because 
of  the  huge  crowds  of  people 
who  had  purchased  tickets  in 
advance.  But,  someone  had  a 
few  tickets  and  I  was  given  the 
opportunity  to  purchase  one 
for  the  first  night's  showing.  I 
was  so  excited.  However,  there 
was  a  mix  up  and  I  wasn't  able 
to  get  the  ticket.  I  was  so  disappointed. 
During  the  next  few  weeks,  every  time 
I  thought  I  would  be  able  to  go,  some- 
thing would  come  up,  keeping  me 
away  from  the  movie.  Then  it  hap- 
pened; I  got  to  see  it  with  my  younger 
sister.  But,  there  were  times  in  the 
movie  I  had  to  explain  some  things  to 
her.  Therefore,  my  full  attention  wasn't 
on  the  movie.  But,  I  was  heartbroken 
at  the  scenes  when  I  could  concentrate 
on  them.  It  was  wonderful  that  I  could 
help  my  sister  try  to  understand  what 
was  going  on  in  the  movie.  It  brought 
back  feelings  I  had  when  I  was 
younger.  It  didn't  stop  there,  though.  I 
knew  I  had  to  see  it  again,  when  I  could 
watch  and  not  have  to  explain  it  to  any- 


one. 


(Continued  on  next  page) 


My  husband  and  a  very  dear  friend 
at  my  church  decided  to  go  on  a  Satur- 
day just  before  it  stopped  showing. 
During  the  entire  movie,  I  wept  as  I 
watched  the  horrors  being  portrayed 
on  the  huge  screen.  I  was  overcome  by 
the  love  Jesus  has  for  me  as  I  watched 
Him  (the  actor)  break  the  bread  and 
pass  it  to  Peter.  I  knew  that  bread  repre- 
sented His  body,  which  was  broken  for 
me.  I  knew  the  wine  represented  the 
blood  that  poured  out  from  His  body 
as  He  was  being  beaten  and  crucified. 
And  I  knew  He  did  it  all  for  me. 

While  I  sat  in  that  theater  watching 
Jesus  wash  His  disciples'  feet,  I  kept 
thinking  about  the  fact  that  the  next  day 
was  when  our  church  would  observe 
Holy  Communion  and  Washing  the 
Saints'  Feet.  Waves  of  guilt  washed 
over  me  as  I  realized  how  selfish  I  had 


been.  I  kept  finding  fault  of  everything 
I  could  at  church,  but  it  was  I  who  was 
the  real  problem.  I  wanted  everything 
to  be  done  my  way.  I  wanted.  I,  I,  I.... 

God  works  in  mysterious  ways.  All 
day  that  Sunday,  I  cried.  During  the 
special  music,  the  song  said  as  Chris- 
tians we  had  to  "keep  on  keeping  on." 
The  words  encouraged  the  preacher  to 
keep  on  keeping  on,  even  when  the 
congregation  didn't  respond  to  his  ser- 
mon. Those  words  cut  through  me  like 
a  knife.  The  singer  didn't  know  it,  but 
God  was  using  her  to  speak  to  me.  At 
the  end  of  the  service,  I  poured  out  my 
heart  to  God  and  asked  Him  to  forgive 
me  for  the  lie  I  had  been  living.  Earlier 
in  the  week,  I  read  something  that  said, 
"The  best  way  to  find  a  great  preacher 
is  to  pray  for  the  one  you've  got."  I  also 
read  an  e-mail  devotional,  which  could 


very  well  have  been  written  by  me.  It 
told  of  a  woman  who  had  done  the 
same  things  at  her  church  that  I  had 
been  doing  (or  not  doing)  at  mine. 

Sunday  night  came,  and  as  I  made 
my  way  to  the  back  room  I  wept  again. 
My  friend  who  had  gone  with  me  to 
see  the  movie  knelt  down  and  washed 
my  feet.  As  I  washed  her  feet,  the 
shame  of  all  my  negativity  poured  out. 
I  knew  that  Jesus  was  love,  and  finally 
I  felt  it  fill  me.  It  took  thirty  years  for 
me  to  fully  experience  His  love.  I  am  a 
changed  person,  still  human  and  weak, 
but  changed.  I  can  speak  truthfully 
now  about  the  love  of  God,  and  how 
He  sent  His  only  begotten  Son  to  Earth 
to  die  for  me!  And  I  truly  enjoy  being 
in  church  now.  I  understand  that  it's  not 
about  me.  It's  all  about  You,  Lord.  It's 
all  about  You! 


MUSCLE  POWER 


According  to  His  Holy  Word,  God 
gives  each  person  He  creates  a  calling 
to  fulfill  a  part  of  His  ministry  on  Earth. 
Absolutely  no  one  is  left  out,  includ- 
ing you.  You  were  born  to  spend  your 
life  praising  God  and  dedicating  your 
life  to  mission  work  whether  you  know 
it  or  not. 

At  this  point,  you  are  probably  rais- 
ing your  eyebrows  and  wondering 
what  kind  of  gimmick  this  is  to  trick 
you  into  doing  something  you  are  per- 
fectly content  not  doing.  The  normal 
excuses  come  flooding  into  your  mind. 
"I  simply  cannot  talk  in  front  of  oth- 
ers." "I  can't  pray  out  loud."  "I  am  too 
old  or  too  young."  "I  don't  feel  a  call- 
ing to  do  missionary  work."  "I  don't 
have  time."  "I  am  too  tired."  "Any  ex- 
tra time  I  have,  I  need  to  spend  with 
my  family"  "My  husband  or  my  wife 
is  not  churched  and  I  can't  go  against 
their  wishes."  And  the  list  goes  on  and 
on  and  on. 

Perhaps  we  should  define  the  word 
"mission"  before  we  go  any  further. 
The  most  simplistic  definition  Webster 
gives  is  that  it  means  "to  send  or  carry." 
The  next  step  you  should  take  is  to 


by  Elaine  Swinson 

check  your  muscle  power  and  decide 
if  you  are  equipped  to  carry  heavy  or 
light  loads.  Your  "muscle  power"  can 
be  measured  in  several  categories. 

First,  are  you  a  Christian?  If  you  are, 
then  you  already  have  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage possible.  Next,  ask  yourself  if 
you  are  "a  dead  Christian,  a  sleeping 
Christian,  a  lazy  Christian,  a  Sunday 
Christian,  or  a  dedicated  Christian." 
Dead  Christians  have  forgotten  about 
God  and  have  lost  their  way.  Sleeping 
Christians  have  closed  their  eyes  to 
their  "mission"  and  no  longer  recog- 
nize the  needs  of  others.  Lazy  Chris- 
tians see  all  the  work  that  needs  to  be 
done  in  the  church,  but  would  rather 
have  someone  else  "more  qualified"  to 
do  the  work.  Sunday  Christians  arrive 
every  Sunday  morning,  listen  intently 
to  the  message,  go  out  the  door  and 
shake  the  preacher's  hand,  praise  the 
good  job,  and  then  disappear  until  the 
next  Sunday.  The  "muscle  power"  for 
these  so-called  Christians  range  from 
weak  to  non-existent.  God  has  to  poke 
and  prod  them  every  step  of  the  way  if 
they  make  any  attempt  to  "flex  their 
muscles." 


Last,  there  are  the  dedicated  Chris- 
tians. They  are  the  choir  members,  Sun- 
day School  teachers,  deacons,  youth 
workers,  auxiliary  members,  piano  and 
organ  players,  and  soloists.  They  are 
the  ones  who  show  up  on  Wednesday 
and  Sunday  nights,  come  to  the  church 
business  meetings,  share  in  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  Lord's  Supper  with  Com- 
munion and  Feet  Washing  and  partici- 
pate in  the  extended  worship  services 
at  the  local  nursing  homes.  Poor  health, 
or  lack  of  talent  does  not  stop  them 
from  sending  cards,  calling  the  shut-ins 
or  really  praying  for  the  needs  of  oth- 
ers. These  individuals  come  in  all  ages, 
sizes,  and  shapes  and  volunteer  to  help 
with  anything  they  possibly  can.  Their 
"muscle  power"  is  multiplied  every 
time  they  exercise  their  commission  to 
carry  or  send  the  Gospel  of  Christ  to 
their  unsaved  or  hurting  neighbors. 
They  are  all  members  of  the  Lord's 
army  doing  just  what  He  asked  them 
to  do. 

Failure  to  exercise  results  in  flabby, 
slow  to  respond,  and  degenerating 
muscles.  How  long  has  it  been  since 
you  checked  your  Christian  "muscle 
power"? 
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HAPPY  FATHER'S  DAY- 
EVEN  TO  THE  FATHERS-IN-LAW 


by  Marci  R.  Rollins 


When  I  tell  people  that  I'm  engaged  to  be  married,  I 
often  get  comments  about  "looking  out  for  the  in-laws." 

I'm  sure  there  are  many  horror  stories  that  can  be 
told  concerning  in-laws  that  tried  to  run  the  show  on 
the  wedding  day,  or  who  couldn't  be  convinced  to  call 
before  they  come  over  to  the  new  home,  or  any  other 
number  of  things.  I'm  also  sure  that  my  life  will  not  be 
absent  of  some  sort  of  in-law  horror  story,  but  I  can 
honestly  say  that  I  couldn't  ask  for  better  "future  in- 
laws." 

As  we  near  Father's  Day,  our  churches  will  no  doubt 
do  something  to  honor  the  fathers  in  the  church.  Many 
pastors  will  preach  about  how  fathers  can  model  their 
relationships  with  their  children  after  God's  relation- 
ship with  us. 

Often  fathers-in-law 
are  compared  more  to 
Satan  than  to  God,  but  I 
would  like  to  take  this 
time  to  honor  my  "fu- 
ture father-in-law"  (Mr. 
Larry)  for  being  a  godly 
example  of  what  it 
means  to  be  a  father. 

1  Thessalonians  3:11- 
12  states:  "For  you  know 
that  we  dealt  with  each 

of  you  as  a  father  deals  with  his  own  children,  encour- 
aging, comforting  and  urging  you  to  live  lives  worthy 
of  God,  who  calls  you  into  his  kingdom  and  glory." 

I  can  always  count  on  Mr.  Larry  to  give  his  son 
(Kelley)  and  me  an  encouraging  word.  Since  Kelley  and 
I  are  both  in  school,  we  often  are  studying  and  stress- 
ing out  over  papers  and  exams.  Mr.  Larry  will  encour- 
agingly remind  us  of  the  time  he  spent  studying  for  his 
electrical  licenses  and  how  he  thought  he'd  never  be 
through.  He  uses  this  as  an  example  that  he  did  finish 
and  that  it  wasn't  nearly  as  bad  as  he  had  imagined. 

During  the  times  I  have  experienced  troubles  and 


heartache  in  my  personal  life,  Mr.  Larry  has  been  there 
to  comfort  me.  He  has  treated  me  just  like  a  real  daugh- 
ter. He  listens  to  my  feelings  and  opens  up  his  home  as 
a  place  of  refuge. 

Finally,  I  could  never  write  anything  about  Mr.  Larry 
without  telling  how  he  encourages  Kelley  and  me  in 
our  work  for  the  Lord  by  his  own  example.  When  I 
went  to  work  at  Reedy  Branch  Church  in  Winterville 
(where  his  family  are  members),  I  probably  saw  Mr. 
Larry  and  Mrs.  Mary  Lee  more  than  any  other  two 
members  of  the  chuich.  They  were  there  every  time 
there  was  something  going  on — and  they  stayed  to  the 
end.  They  stopped  by  a  couple  of  times  a  week  to  make 
sure  the  trash  cans  in  the  Sunday  School  rooms  were 

emptied  and  the  pew 
cards  and  pencils 
were  in  place.  They 
were  the  ones  picking 
up  the  fallen  poinset- 
tia  leaves  after  the 
plants  had  been  taken 
home.  They  were  the 
ones  washing  the 
dishes  after  a  fellow- 
ship event,  and  they 
were  always  willing 
to  chaperone  and 
drive  the  church  van  to  any  function  or  event.  Mr.  Larry 
also  faithfully  runs  the  church's  sound  system,  serves 
as  a  deacon,  and  Sunday  School  treasurer.  He  claims  to 
not  have  any  real  talents  and  gifts  to  use  for  the  Lord, 
but  I  know  he  does.  His  gifts  are  greater  than  being 
able  to  speak  in  front  of  a  crowd  or  sing  in  the  choir. 
His  gifts  make  up  a  kind,  loving  heart.  He  is  faithful  in 
his  work — and  is  willing  to  do  the  smallest  things  for 
the  Lord. 

Good  fathers  are  hard  to  come  by,  and  good  fathers- 
in-law  are  even  more  rare.  Praise  God  for  sending  me  a 
very  godly  future  father-in-law! 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    7  June  2004 


(RflGMOfiT  Assembly 


JUNE  IS  CRAGMONT  MONTH 


PRAISE  REPORT  FOR  2004 

Our  first  annual  Cragmont  Spring  Swing  Golf  Tournament 
at  Carolina  Pines  Golf  and  Country  Club  on  March  26  saw 
74  golfers  enjoy  a  beautiful  day  and  raise  over  $2,200  for 
Cragmont! 

Our  First  Partnership  In  Ministry  endeavor:  Deacon/ 
Pastor  Enrichment  Seminar  April  1-3  had  over  80  pastors, 
deacons,  and  their  wives  participate  in  a  truly  special 
weekend  experience! 

Morning  Star  Weekend  for  our  ladies  experienced  its  larg- 
est attendance  in  several  years.  One  hundred  thirty-four 
ladies  ascended  the  mountain  for  a  Spirit-filled  weekend. 

Summer  Camping  is  at  near  record  levels  of  registration. 
Two  of  our  weeks  are  already  full,  two  are  near  capacity, 
and  the  remaining  two  are  filling  fast. 

Construction  is  about  to  begin  on  our  covered  walkway 
between  the  main  building  and  the  dining  hall.  Our  Au- 
gust ladies  should  have  a  pleasant  walk  to  meals! 

Thank  You  for  a  great  start  to  2004! 


your  dinner  in  June,  do  it  when  you  can — but  DO  IT! 

Third:  Become  involved  in  the  New  Heights  Campaign. 
Our  covered  walkway  is  soon  to  begin  construction.  Fi- 
nal drawings  are  being  considered  for  the  first  of  our  new 
lodges.  This  first  new  lodge  will  have  a  capacity  of  20-24 
people  with  a  design  that  will  be  conducive  to  summer 
camping  as  well  as  weekend  retreats.  Current  pledges 
exceed  $335,000.  This  allows  us  to  progress  toward  con- 
struction! Become  a  part  of  the  vision  that  is  New  Heights. 
Become  a  pledge  partner  to  help  expand  a  mountain  that 
ministers  to  over  1,000  young  people  63  churches  and  re- 
treats annually. 

Fourth:  Receive  a  special  offering  for  Cragmont  this 
month.  Cragmont  has  grown  into  a  year-round  ministry 
available  to  individuals  and  groups  of  all  ages  as  a  direct 
result  of  faithful  prayer  and  faithful  financial  support  from 
our  churches  and  individuals.  We  thank  you  for  making 
our  growth  possible.  Consider  including  and  /or  increas- 
ing your  budgeted  support  for  this  ministry.  We  will  grow 
as  the  desires  and  hearts  of  our  people  and  churches  al- 
low. 


WHAT'S  IMPORTANT 
TO  NOTE  THIS  MONTH 
YOUR  OPPORTUNITIES!! 

First:  To  pray  for  this  ministry  and  the  opportunities 
you  have  to  support  and  partner  in  to  help  it  continue  to 
grow. 

Second:  Involve  your  church  or  ministry  group  in  our 
June  Cook-off.  This  is  every  church's  opportunity  to  have  a 
tremendous  impact  on  the  mountain!  EVERY  church 
knows  about  having  dinners  or  selling  plates  to  raise 
money  We're  VERY  good  at  this.  Most  of  our  Sunday 
School  rooms,  fellowship  halls  and  padded  pews  are  evi- 
dence of  such  success.  And  this  success  strategy  is  what 
Cragmont  needs  from  each  church.  We  ask  for  a  day — 
just  one  dinner  or  sale — from  your  church.  Your  menu, 
your  price — you  know  your  people  and  community.  Com- 
mit this  one  dinner  to  Cragmont  and  send  us  the  proceeds. 
The  key  is  participation!  Each  church  doing  just  one  din- 
ner can  mean  great  things  for  Cragmont.  Make  the  com- 
mitment! We  need  ONE  day,  ONE  dinner,  from  MANY 
churches.  Just  think  of  the  possibilities  ...  If  you  can't  do 


WHAT'S  AHEAD  THIS  FALL 

Saturday,  September  11  at  Mount  Olive  College — 
Vision  Walk  2004- — involving  young  people  of  all  ages.  Our 
first  two  walk-a-thons  have  raised  over  $34,000  for  the 
New  Heights  Campaign. 

Fall  Festival  of  Gospel  Music — October  18-21.  Our  new 
format  for  this  popular  event  will  include  one  day  at 
Dollywood  to  hear  the  Kingdom  Heirs,  the  Chuck  Wagon 
Gang,  Michael  Combs,  and  the  Dixie  Echos;  and  one  day 
for  local  attractions  near  Cragmont. 

For  further  information  on  any  of  the  programs  and 
upcoming  events  concerning  Cragmont,  contact  Bryant 
Hines,  Planning  and  Marketing  Director  at  (252)  637-7171 
or  e-mail  at  <bryanthines5@aol.com>.  Bryant  is  available 
to  visit  your  church  or  group.  He  is  available  for  Sunday 
or  Wednesday  services  as  well  as  any  group  meeting  night. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  KICKS-OFF 
$23  MILLION  CAPITAL  CAMPAIGN 


Former  Governor  Jim  Hunt  in- 
spired and  motivated  guests  at  the 
public  kick-off  to  Mount  Olive 
College's  New  Century  Capital  Cam- 
paign on  Wednesday  evening.  "It's 
been  said  that,  'If  you  can  conceive 
it,  and  believe  it,  you  can  achieve  it.' 
Isn't  that  all  you  need  to  know  about 
the  life-changing  power  of  a  dream? 
With  a  clear  vision,  a  strong  commit- 
ment, and  most  importantly,  a  lot  of 
care  and  nurturing,  even  the  boldest 
of  dreams  can  be  realized,"  Hunt  re- 
marked. 

He  went  on  to  note  that  Mount 
Olive  College  has  been  in  the  busi- 
ness of  building  and  supporting  the 
dreams  of  its  students  for  more  than 
50  years.  Hunt  is  the  honorary  chair- 
person for  the  New  Century  Capital 
Campaign. 

More  than  200  guests  attended  the 
gala  event  held  in  the  Lois  K.  Murphy 
Regional  Center  as  College  officials 
and  campaign  volunteers  unveiled 
plans  for  the  $23  million  capital  cam- 
paign, which  will  add  three  new 
buildings  to  the  Mount  Olive  cam- 
pus, enhance  academic  programs, 
and  provide  additional  scholarship 
support. 

Dr.  J.  William  Byrd,  president  of  the 
institution,  spelled  out  the  plans  for 
advancement,  which  will  include  a 
new  academic  complex,  a  communi- 
cations center,  and  a  wellness  center. 
He  noted  the  academic  complex  will 
double  the  College's  current  class- 
room space  and  house  the  School  of 
Business,  Agribusiness  Center,  and 
Department  of  Science  and  Math- 
ematics. Within  the  same  two-story 
building  will  be  a  500-person  regional 
conference  center  for  hosting  confer- 
ences, forums,  training  meetings,  and 
workshops.  The  complex  will  offer 
students  modern  classrooms  and 


laboratories,  providing  resources  to 
further  develop  business  and  science- 
oriented  curricula  and  ultimately 
provide  space  for  graduate  education 
in  business.  "A  dream?  Yes.  A  dream 
come  true  with  your  help,"  Byrd  told 
guests. 

He  then  asked  the  audience  to  en- 
vision a  first-class  communications 
center  that  will  enable  the  College's 
five  locations  to  function  as  a  single 
institution  with  the  aid  of  state-of- 
the-art  delivery  systems  including 
video  conferencing,  video  streaming, 
and  wireless  networks.  Byrd  noted 
the  building  will  be  a  companion  to 
the  College's  existing  Moye  Library, 
and  will  provide  a  new  and  larger 
space  to  house  the  College's  special 
collections,  including  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Historical  Collection. 

Byrd  went  on  to  discuss  the 
wellness  center,  a  23,500  square  foot 
facility  which  will  house  student 
health  services,  an  aerobics /cardio 
fitness  area,  an  expansive  weight 
room  with  free  weights  and  weight 
machines,  dressing  rooms,  and  an 
intramural  sports  center.  "The 
wellness  program  will  include  exer- 
cise testing  and  prescriptive  fitness 
programs,  personal  fitness  plan  de- 
velopment, stress  management  ac- 
tivities and  seminars,  general  health 
screenings  and  health  fairs,  and  a 
greenway  with  walking  trails,"  Byrd 
stated. 

"In  addition  to  new  facilities,  the 
capital  campaign  will  fund  additional 
needed  scholarship  support  for  stu- 
dents, especially  those  students 
whose  economic  circumstances 
might  otherwise  prevent  them  from 
achieving  their  dream  of  earning  a 
college  degree,"  Byrd  said.  "Con- 
sider these  facts:  One-third  of  our 
student  body  comes  from  families 


with  incomes  below  $25,000  and  32% 
of  our  students  are  the  first  in  their 
family  to  go  to  college,"  he  continued. 

Buddy  Pope,  campaign  co-chair, 
noted  the  campaign  has  already 
reached  86%  of  its  goal,  having  re- 
ceived gifts  and  pledges  totaling 
$19,743,228.  He  acknowledged  sev- 
eral significant  gifts  including  those 
from  Mt.  Olive  Pickle  Company, 
Southern  Bank,  Progress  Energy, 
BB&T,  Blue  Cross  Blue  Shield  of 
North  Carolina,  Wendell  Murphy, 
and  the  Cannon  Foundation.  He 
noted  the  College  received  a  $5  mil- 
lion gift,  which  represents  the  larg- 
est single  financial  commitment  the 
institution  has  ever  received.  The 
donors  names  were  not  revealed,  but 
it  was  noted  that  the  fund  will  be 
named  the  Herring  Scholarship 
Fund. 

Mr.  Pope  enlisted  the  help  of  audi- 
ence members  as  he  had  them  par- 
ticipate in  a  building  exercise.  Each 
guest  was  asked  to  take  out  a  bag  of 
LEGOS  from  their  table  and  build 
something.  When  their  60  seconds 
had  ended,  Mr.  Pope  asked  what  they 
had  built.  "Well  one  thing  is  for  sure, 
individually  you  couldn't  build  very 
much  because  you  didn't  have  a  lot 
to  work  with,"  Pope  remarked.  He 
then  showed  a  LEGO  rendering  of 
one  of  the  newly  proposed  buildings 
that  was  created  by  one  of  the 
College's  art  students.  "Kind  of  sym- 
bolic isn't  it?"  he  laughed.  He  went 
on  to  say,  "If  we  all  combined  our 
time,  resources,  money,  and  talents 
we  could  build  so  much  more  to- 
gether." 

Entertainment  for  the  event  was 
provided  by  the  Mount  Olive  College 
Singers,  a  12  member  song  and  dance 
troupe.  Dinner  music  was  provided 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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by  pianist  Jeremy  Owens,  a  Mount 
Olive  College  alumnus.  Lois  Britt,  co- 
chair  of  the  New  Century  Capital 
Campaign,  emceed  the  event.  The 
Rev.  Earl  Glenn,  the  only  living  mem- 
ber of  the  first  board  of  trustees, 
prayed  the  invocation,  and  the  Rev. 
C.  H.  Overman  prayed  the  closing 
prayer. 

"It  is  very  exciting  to  be  in  Mount 


Olive  right  now.  It  was  great  to  see 
the  buildings  that  will  soon  serve 
MOC  students  and  the  people  of  this 
community,"  said  Mount  Olive  resi- 
dent Jeffrey  Turner.  "I  am  so  glad  to 
see  this  happening  because  there  are 
so  many  good  things  going  on  in 
Mount  Olive.  I  am  so  proud  of  this 
town  and  the  institution  of  higher 
learning  that  we  have  here.  I  also 


wanted  to  say  just  how  much  the 
College  means  to  this  community 
and  extend  a  heartfelt  thank  you  to 
the  College  for  all  it  does  for  the 
people  of  Mount  Olive  and  Wayne- 
Duplin  Counties.  I  can't  wait  until 
this  project  comes  to  fruition,  and  I'm 
glad  that  Mount  Olive  College  is  here 
to  grow  along  with  the  town  of 
Mount  Olive." 


A  ROAD  LESS  TRAVELED 


"Two  roads 
diverged  in  a 
yellow  wood, 
and  sorry  I 
could  not 
travel  both, 
and  be  one 
traveler..." 
Robert  Frost's 
famous  poem  "The  Road  Not 
Taken"  begins.  This  poem  is  famil- 
iar to  many:  dissected  in  high 
school,  considered  during  gradua- 
tion speeches,  and  contemplated  in 
college  literature  classes.  But  what 
does  it  really  mean?  Daniel  Pettus, 
a  junior  religion  major  from 
Princeton  has  an  idea. 

Look  back  to  Pettus'  years  at 
Rosewood  High  School,  before  he 
ever  considered  attending  Mount 
Olive  College. 

On  the  outside  Pettus  was  an  ac- 
tive student,  participating  in  foot- 
ball, wrestling,  and  various  clubs. 
On  the  inside,  he  was  conflicted, 
and  in  turmoil. 

It  is  no  strange  concept  that  be- 
ing a  teenager  is  difficult,  so  like 
many  others  his  age,  Pettus  experi- 
mented with  different  personalities, 
instead  of  fostering  the  one  he  had. 

Previously  a  happy  and  consid- 
erate person,  Pettus  transformed 
himself  during  his  teen  years.  "I 
wasn't  afraid  to  try  new  things, 
even  if  they  were  bad  for  me  as  a 
person,"  he  says.  In  his  search  to 
find  himself,  he  quickly  traveled 


by  Erin  Brescia,  Public  Affairs  Specailist 

down  the  "wrong"  road,  leading  to 
drug  and  alcohol  abuse. 

With  a  clear  mind,  he  now  regrets 
the  pain  he  brought  to  his  family, 
friends,  and  classmates  during  this 
period  of  his  life.  "I  was  always  so 
considerate  of  others,"  he  says.  "It 
bothered  me  when  people  made 
fun  of  others  who  were  less  privi- 
leged. Soon  I  became  the  oppressor. 
When  I  began  using  drugs  I  turned 
into  the  person  I  hated." 

Pettus  didn't  remain  on  this 
track,  however.  By  the  end  of  his 
junior  year,  he  turned  on  the  road 
to  recovery.  With  the  help  of  local 
organizations,  such  as  Carolina 
Care  and  Alcoholics  Anonymous, 
Pettus  found  the  courage  to  stay 
clean  and  sober. 

His  senior  year  brought  many 
changes:  he  met  the  woman  he 
would  later  marry,  Melissa  Crane, 
and  decided  to  attend  Mount  Olive 
College  and  earn  a  degree  in  reli- 
gion. He  will  graduate  in  May  2005. 

As  a  student  at  MOC,  his  profes- 
sors helped  Pettus  see  Christ  within 
himself  and  others,  learn  to  live  a 
life  of  compassion,  and  look  at 
things  from  a  clear  and  fresh  per- 
spective; always  standing  up  for 
what  he  believes  is  right. 

Those  who  knew  him  then, 
hardly  recognize  the  Daniel  they 
see  now. 

In  the  future,  Pettus  would  like 
to  attend  Duke  Divinity  School  to 
obtain  his  Master  of  Divinity  de- 


gree, and  then  earn  his  doctorate. 
In  addition  to  becoming  an 
ordained  minister,  he  would  like  to 
teach  at  the  collegiate  level. 

Currently,  Pettus  is  serving  as  the 
youth  pastor  at  Pine  Forest  United 
Methodist  Church  with  fellow 
classmate,  Joseph  Franklin.  At 
MOC,  he  is  vice  president  of  the 
Student's  Theological  Fellowship. 
"I  like  to  tell  others  about  Mount 
Olive  College  and  what  it  has  done 
for  me,"  he  says.  "I  hope  high 
school  students  consider  Mount 
Olive  College,  especially  if  they  are 
interested  in  studying  religion." 

Pettus  looks  back  on  his  life  and 
remembers  how  many  obstacles  he 
overcame  with  God's  help.  "I  can 
see  where  God's  grace  was  work- 
ing in  my  life  during  those  times, 
even  when  I  started  journeying 
down  the  wrong  road." 

Still,  he  hesitates  to  call  it  the 
"wrong  road,"  knowing  he  is  a  bet- 
ter person  today  because  of  his  ex- 
periences. Frost  would  be  proud. 
Pettus  has  the  right  idea. 

In  "The  Road  Not  Taken,"  the 
point  isn't  that  one  road  is  the  right 
way  and  the  other  the  wrong  way. 
The  paths  are  equal,  holding  both 
good  experiences  and  their  share  of 
trials. 

"Two  roads  diverged  in  a  wood, 
and  I,  I  took  the  one  less  traveled 
by,  and  that  has  made  all  the  differ- 
ence." 
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JOHNSON  SCHOLARSHIP  ESTABLISHED 
AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


The  Ressie 
R.  and  Ruby 
C.  Johnson 
Endowed 
Scholarship 
Fund  was  re- 
cently estab- 
lished at 
Mount  Olive 
College.  The 
Fund  is  made  possible  by  a  gift 
through  the  "Last  Will  and  Testa- 
ment" of  Mrs.  Ruby  Johnson,  a 
Johnston  County  native. 

The  principal  of  the  Fund  will  re- 


main a  permanent  investment  and 
the  income  will  provide  scholarships 
for  MOC  students,  with  preference 
given  to  residents  of  Johnston 
County. 

For  many  years,  Mrs.  Johnson 
taught  children  in  Sunday  School  at 
Mt.  Zion  Church  in  Wilson  County. 
Having  no  children  of  her  own,  she 
treated  those  in  her  class  as  her  chil- 
dren. She  was  a  charter  member  of 
the  Woman's  Auxiliary,  also. 

The  Johnsons  worked  hard  on  their 
family  farm  and  always  encouraged 
young  people  to  go  to  school  and  get 


an  education.  With  this  scholarship, 
they  are  helping  future  students' 
dreams  of  a  college  education  become 
reality. 

"Through  her  estate  plan,  Mrs. 
Johnson  has  created  a  legacy  that  will 
enable  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  to  help 
students  attend  MOC  and  receive  a 
Christian  college  education.  Mrs. 
Johnson's  last  gift  will  be  one  that 
lasts,"  stated  Jeff  Daughtry,  assistant 
director  of  planned  giving. 

For  more  information  about  the 
scholarship,  contact  Daughtry  at 
(919)  658-2502. 
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TARGOVISTE:  BULGARIA 


Seated  left  to  right:  Lydia  van  der  Plas, 
Kristina,  Pastor  Kosta,  Tezdjan,  and  Willem 
van  der  Plas. 

At  Targoviste  we  bought  an  old 
house,  one.  of  the  worst  bars  of  the 
whole  town.  We  rebuilt  the  bar  from 
the  foundation,  and  the  people  now 
have  a  fine  meeting  place  for  wor- 
ship, fellowship,  and  for  praise  and 
prayer. 

In  that  place  cursing  has  become 
blessing;  sin  has  turned  into  service 
and  worship;  darkness  has  turned 
into  light;  and  evil  into  goodness. 

The  people  who  go  there  will  never 
forget  what  happened  in  that  place 
before  and  they  have  recognized  that 
there  is  a  better  life  than  spending 


by  Willem  van  der  Plas 

time  with  alcohol  and  prostitutes 
while  they  are  singing  and  praising 
their  Lord.  During  the  summertime, 
they  just  sit  outside  and  passers-by 
are  now  wondering  what  they  are  do- 
ing. They  have  no  shame.  Neither  are 
they  afraid  to  be  mocked  by  their 
people. 

The  work  group  from  Varna  meets 
there  every  Thursday  and  Pesho  re- 
mains there  until  Sunday  evening. 

Zatina  is  leading  20  children  and 
25  youth  every  day.  She  works  with 
pre-school  children,  children  of  the 
elementary  school  age,  and  with 
older  youth.  The  programs  are  more 
or  less  equal  in  all  the  places  where 
we  serve.  Singing  and  sharing  by 
talking  is  important  for  all  of  them. 
The  children  in  Targoviste  need  to 
receive  food  during  the  winter 
months. 

Kosta  restored  the  old  house  with 
some  Gypsies  who  are  living  nearby. 
The  direct  neighbors  are  less  friendly 
and  more  fanatic  Muslims.  We  have 
to  solve  one  problem  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible: "The  roof  of  the  Meeting  Hall 
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gives  problems  to  our  direct  neigh- 
bors when  it  is  raining."  We  hope  to 
be  able  to  do  it  in  the  coming  spring. 

The  people  are  drawn  by  music 
and  the  church  is  a  good  place  to  lin- 
ger compared  to  their  homes.  They 
love  their  pastor.  Before  they  come  to 
church,  they  wash  themselves;  that  is 
an  old  Muslim  habit.  The  prayers  are 
very  materialistic;  in  most  of  the 
meetings  they  all  pray  for  their  daily 
bread.  It  is  still  hard  to  make  them 
believe  they  need  to  seek  first  the 
Kingdom  of  God.  They  argue:  "Do 
the  Western  Christians  believe  that 
also?" 

The  Praise  Group  of  Targoviste  is 
singing  regularly  for  the  public  on 
Saturday  evenings  at  Christmas, 
New  Year's  Eve,  and  on  Saturday 
night  before  Easter  Sunday. 

One  and  a  half  years  ago,  the  po- 
lice were  still  scaring  Kosta  and  our 
workers  at  Targoviste  with  severe 
threats,  but  since  we  are  officially  reg- 
istered in  that  place  our  work  is 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


respected.  The  judge  of  Targoviste 
asked  for  a  Bible.  Tezdjan  took  chil- 
dren, a  Bible,  and  Christian  literature 
when  she  went  to  the  judge's  office 
for  the  documents  of  approval  of  the 
registration.  Afterwards,  even  some 
of  the  policemen  came  to  ask  for 
Bibles. 

It  seems  the  political  orientation  on 
the  North  Atlantic  Treaty  Organiza- 
tion (NATO)  and  West  Europe  has 


influences  on  the  intellectuals  of  East 
Europe.  They  don't  understand  why 
the  Bulgarian  Orthodox  Church  is  so 
persistent  against  evangelicals  who 
have  a  positive  input  in  their  coun- 
try. 

Our  Mission  Task:  Our  personal 
task  has  always  been  to  carry  over 
our  knowledge  in  a  way  as  Jesus 
taught.  Our  ministry  is  summarized 
in  the  last  verses  of  Matthew  28.  We 


have  gone  with  a  message,  have 
brought  the  Gospel  of  salvation, 
which  is  faith  in  a  crucified  and  risen 
Lord;  His  name  is  Jesus.  We  have  bap- 
tized those  who  wanted  to  serve  and 
worship  the  Lord  with  heart  and  soul 
and  mind.  Now  we  are  in  the  process 
of  teaching  them  to  obey  in  the  pow- 
erful service  that  Jesus  taught  His 
contemporaries. 


HELPING  HANDS:  BUILD  A  CHURCH 


In  September  2003,  Isaub  Church, 
Philippines  was  granted  a  300  square 
meter  lot  by  the  Barangay  Captain  of 
Isaub,  Bernardino  Licuas.  It  is  located 
in  front  of  the  new  proposed 
Barangay  Plaza.  We  only  have  to  pay 
1,500  pesos  for  the  lot  survey.  In  De- 
cember 2003,  we  started  to  have  a 
"Bayanihan"  (Filipino  culture  of 


by  Luz  D.  Manlangit 

working  together  without  any  pay- 
ment), in  cutting  round  timbers  for 
the  church  construction.  Last  January 
2004,  we  started  the  church  building 
construction  through  the  Bayanihan 
system.  After  using  all  the  materials 
gathered,  members  went  back  to  the 
forest  to  cut  more  timbers.  The  church 
provided  only  the  nails  and  snacks. 
Members  even  donated  their  chick- 
ens for  lunch  during  the  Bayanihan. 

Praise  God  for  His  marvelous 
work.  Jeremiah  33:3  states,  "Call  unto 
me,  and  I  will  answer  thee,  and  show 
thee  great  and  mighty  things,  which 
thou  knowest  not."  Indeed  God 
shows  great  and  mighty  things  to  us. 
The  church  is  finished.  We  are  pres- 


ently praying  that  God  may  touch 
somoene's  heart  to  donate  some  plas- 
tic chairs,  and  also  the  installation  of 
electricity  inside  the  church.  Our  fu- 
ture vision  is  that  God  may  grant  our 
prayers  by  giving  us  a  two-story 
church  building  in  the  near  future. 
Hallelujah! 


THE  LARGEST  CHURCH  BUILDING 
OF  THE  FWB  IN  THE  PHILIPPINES 

by  Pastor  Arman  R.  Monzano 

We  are  so  thankful  to  God  for  giving  us  a  chance  to 
visit  churches  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  all  over  Visayas 
and  Mindanao. 

The  Rev.  Andrino  Segay,  BOT  President;  the  Rev. 
Dario  Basingil,  Mission  Director;  and  the  Rev. 
Diosdado  Solomon,  Cagayan  FWB  worker,  went  to 
Davao  in  November  2003,  to  see  his  ministry  under 
the  leadership  of  Pastor  Silapan.  Mr.  Segay  ministered 
to  them  through  the  Gospel  during  Sunday  worship. 
He  had  lunch  with  the  congregation,  also. 

We  appreciate  very  much  the  church  building  that 
has  been  constructed  here  in  Saint  Tomas.  This  is  the 
largest  church  building  of  the  Free  Will  Baptists  in  the  Philippines.  We  want  to  thank  our  brethren  in  North  Carolina 
who  supported  us  unceasingly  through  financial  assistance  and  the  "Build  One  for  Them"  program. 
May  God's  abundance  be  upon  us  all.  It  is  written  "God  loves  a  cheerful  giver"  (2  Corinthians  9:7b). 
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GOD'S  MINISTRY  AT  ISAUB 

by  Pastor  Ray  Manlangit 


GOOD  NEWS  FROM  INDIA 

by  Harold  Jones 


m 


Anil  and  members  of  the  Bareilly  congregation 


Once  again,  I  have  proven  that  God  is  the  same  yester- 
day, today,  and  forever  and  that  He  never  fails.  Indeed, 
He  knows  what  is  in  the  innermost  part  of  our  hearts.  He 
knows  that  I  long  to  serve  Him  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  But 
then  trials  come  and  go.  Trials  which  at  first,  I  thought 
would  totally  put  me  down,  but  Glory  to  God  by  His 
grace,  He  pulled  me  up  and  brought  me  back  to  the  min- 
istry. 

I  am  blessed  to  have  been  assigned  in  August  2003  to 
Isaub,  Aborlan,  Palawan,  the  very  first  Barangay  in  the 
boundary  of  Puerto  Princesa  City  and  Aborlan.  It  is  the 
place  where  my  wife,  Luz,  is  presently  teaching  second- 
ary school.  She  is  my  partner  in  God's  ministry  there  dur- 
ing her  vacant  time. 

Glory  to  God  for  working  through  us.  I  am  still  pray- 
ing that  God  will  send  a  co-worker  in  addition  to  my  wife 
so  that  when  she  is  in  school  I  can  have  somebody  to  talk 
to  as  I  walk  to  my  home  visitations  or  Bible  study  Praise, 
glory  and  honor  is  due  to  God  alone. 


In  March  of  this  year 
Anil  Lall  visited 
many  of  the  schools 
and  churches  with 
which  we  have  not 
been  in  contact  for 
two  years.  Thank- 
fully, many  of  them 
are  still  functioning 
even  though  it  has 
been  extremely  diffi- 
cult. We  hope  to  re- 
store a  good  portion 
of  the  schools  and  churches  over  the  next  few  months. 

God  is  good!  He  knew  from  eternity  all  that  would  hap- 
pen in  India,  and  He  has  blessed  our  faithfulness  to  His 
Word  with  a  work  that  is  now  spread  over  a  much  larger 
part  of  India  and  is  growing.  Please  keep  Anil  and  Mala 
in  your  prayers.  They  face  difficulties  each  day. 


Anil  at  the  Tondarpur  Church  and 
School. 


FLOOD  VICTIMS  IN  MEXICO  RECEIVE  HELP 

On  April  6, 1  received  an  urgent  telephone  call  from  Everardo  "Lalo"  Martinez  concerning  a  severe  flood  in  Piedras 
Negras,  Mexico.  This  flood  affected  several  members  of  our  churches  in  Piedras  Negras.  We  immediately  sent  emer- 
gency funds  to  help  provide  the  daily  needs  of  the  families  who  were  being  housed  in  our  church  buildings.  Later, 
funds  were  sent  to  help  begin  restoring  some  of  the  houses,  and  to  purchase  furniture,  food,  clothing,  and  medicine. 

It  will  take  some  time  to  repair  all  the  houses  and  provide  the  needs  of  the  people  as  they  move  back  to  their  homes. 
We  praise  the  Lord  that  because  of  your  generosity  we  have  sufficient  funds  to  meet  these  needs.  We  received  a  total  of 
$18,300.43  for  Mexico  Flood  Relief  and  will  use  all  of  this  to  help  these  dear  people.  Thank  you  for  your  wonderful 
expression  of  love. 

Please  Remember  to  Support  Foreign  Missions 
Financially  and  Spiritually. 
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CHILDREN'S  ttOME 


RESIDENT 
COMFORTS  OTHERS 

Children  are  frightened  when  they  must  move  to  a  new 
place.  We  try  hard  to  make  the  transition  as  easy  as  pos- 
sible for  any  new  resident.  Teyana,  a  resident,  recently 
wrote  the  following  to  a  staff  member  when  asked  to  write 
about  the  Children's  Home.  These  are  her  thoughts  to 
others  about  coming  to  a  new  place: 

"The  Children's  Home  is  a  great  place  so  if  you  ever 
come  don't  be  so  scared.  If  you  come,  they  don't  bite.  Just 
make  it  like  home.  There  will  never  be  a  place  like  home, 
but  just  try,  it  is  really  a  great  place  and  think  about  it  like 
this,  it  is  a  safe  place  and  you  have  a  roof  over  your  head 
and  clothes  on  your  back,  shoes  on  your  feet,  food  on  the 
table  and  someone  to  love  you  and  somewhere  to  live 
and  you're  not  homeless." 
"P.S.  Remember  to  make  it  like  home." 

by  Teyana,  age  11,  Rodgers  Cottage 


SUMMER  PROGRAM 

The  Children's  Home  campus  summer  recreation  pro- 
gram is  underway.  Our  children  are  enjoying  planned 
activities  like  swimming,  volleyball,  basketball,  movies, 
crafts,  library  trips,  baking  contest,  and  bowling.  This 
should  be  a  memorable  and  busy  summer  for  our  resi- 
dents. 


58TH  ANNUAL  ALUMNI 
HOMECOMING 

Sunday,  July  11,  2004 
On  the  campus  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 


We  began  our  tenth  year  of  the  "Change  For  Children"  campaign  with  the  anticipation  of  succeeding.  Our  previ- 
ous nine  years  have  been  a  huge  success,  thanks  to  you,  and  many  Free  Will  Baptists  who  saved  their  change  for 
the  children.  Again  this  year,  we  are  humbled  as  we  give  sincere  appreciation  to  our  dedicated  churches  who  have 
labored  to  help  us.  The  "Change  For  Children"  campaign  has  increased  awareness  of  our  childcare  ministry  and 
generated  financial  support  for  crucial  months  during  the  summer.  Your  support  gives  us  encouragement  to 
continue  to  provide  vital  services  to  children  and  families  in  crises. 

Please  keep  our  ministry  in  your  prayers  as  we  continue  to  serve  more  children  and  families.  The  support  you 
give  us  makes  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  children.  Thank  you! 
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ttonc  Missions  i  DmnctLisM 


I'm  a  registered 
HARVEST 
HELPER 


Date_ 


When  You  Carry  A  Card  Like  This 
You  Are  Touching  Lives  For  A  Lifetime 


Decide  today  to  become  a  partner  in  PRAYER  EVANGELISM 
(1  Timothy  2:1) 

By  becoming  a  Harvest  Helper  you  will  be  participating  in  one  of  the  most 
rewarding  ministries  of  our  church. 

Join  with  other  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  in  praying  at  least  (2)  minutes  a  day 
(5)  days  a  week  for  the  ministry  of  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism. 

By  being  a  Harvest  Helper  you  will  be  expanding  His  Kingdom. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 


HARVEST  HELPER 


YES,  I  will  make  a  commitment  to  help  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism  TO 
TOUCH  LIVES  FOR  A  LIFETIME,  by  praying  at  least  two  (2)  minutes  each  day. 
(Mail  to  P.O.  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513) 


Name 


Phone ( 


) 


Address 
Church  _ 


City. 


.State  _ 


_Zip 


Conference 


I  understand  that  by  making  this  covenant,  I  am  becoming  a  HARVEST  HELPER. 


Date 


Signature 
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SuriDflY  School  Ministry 


^         EASTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  CONFERENCE 

Coastal  MACE  A 
"Serving  Him  in  Word  and  Deed" 

. .  .whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God  (1  Corinthians  10:31) 

The  Coastal  Satellite  of  the  Mid- Atlantic  Christian  Education  Association  will  have  its  Seventh  Annual  Chris- 
tian Education  Conference  at  the  Riverfront  Convention  Center  in  New  Bern,  North  Carolina,  on  Friday  and 
Saturday,  August  13-14,  2004.  The  time  on  Friday  will  be  12:30  p.m.-9:10  p.m.  The  time  on  Saturday  will  be  7:30 
a.m.-5:00  p.m.  There  will  be  70  workshops  offered  with  Dr.  Elmer  Towns  as  our  featured  speaker.  The  registration 
fee  is  $25  for  either  day  or  $45  if  you  attend  both  days.  The  price  includes  meals.  Walk-ins  are  very  welcome,  but 
if  you  are  not  pre-registered  by  Saturday,  August  7,  2004,  you  will  be  responsible  for  your  own  meals.  There  will 
be  exhibitors  from  Christian  education  publishing  houses  such  as  Cook  Communications,  Gospel  Light,  Group 
Publishing,  Gospel  Publishing  House,  Randal  House,  Regular  Baptist  Press,  Standard  Publishing,  etc.  Others 
represented  will  be  Disaster  Relief,  MACE  A,  Master's  Loft  Bookstore,  Jewish  Awareness  Ministries,  Outline  Bible. 
Resources,  Venture  Bookstore,  Judy  Smith,  and  others. 

The  seventy  workshops  will  cover  areas  such  as  Administration,  Early  Childhood  Ministries,  K-6  Ministries, 
Youth  Ministries,  Adult  Ministries,  Church  Leadership,  Women's  Ministries,  Retreat  Planning,  Drama,  Arts,  Pup- 
pets, Multi-media,  Soul  Winning,  Technology,  Marketing,  Music,  and  others.  The  workshop  facilitators  are  knowl- 
edgeable and  have  expertise  in  their  areas.  The  leaders  include  Dr.  Elmer  Towns,  Clancy  Hayes,  Wes  Bartel,  Larry 
Jaff rey,  Tom  Bougher,  Jan  Bougher,  Dick  Noble,  Terry  Noble,  Brenda  Best,  Judy  Smith,  Ron  Hunter,  Ron  Richardson, 
Gracie  Jones,  Cathy  Crumpler,  James  Lewis,  Ken  Hipsley,  Mike  Stewart,  Dick  Van  Cleave,  John  Roller,  Tracy 
Austin,  John  Metzner,  Gene  Matlock,  Gregory  Lint,  Fred  Whaples,  Norm  Davis,  Buddy  Strickland,  Melissa 
Richardson,  and  others.  These  leaders  represent  publishing  companies,  different  denominations,  and  various 
ethnic  backgrounds,  but  they  all  share  faith  in  the  same  God  and  are  dedicated  to  witnessing  in  their  own  way. 

This  Conference  is  multi-ethnic  and  interdenominational.  We  encourage  everyone  to  come  and  renew  and /or 
build  new  relationships  with  churches  from  across  North  Carolina.  For  further  information  and  to  be  placed  on 
the  mailing  list  for  workshop  details  when  they  are  available,  complete  the  following  form  and  return  to  either: 
Mrs.  Mary  Dudley,  P.O.  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513;  phone:  (252)  746-4963  or  e-mail 
<director@ofwbsundayschool.org>  or  Mrs.  Angel  Lorton,  105  Ann  Court,  New  Bern,  NC  28560;  phone:  (252)  637- 
7967  or  e-mail  <aandj@cconnect.net. 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


CITY:   STATE:   ZIP: 

PHONE  NUMBER:  (  )  

E-MAIL  ADDRESS:  
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Layman's  itflcut 


SCENES  FROM 
STATE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 

SINGSPIRATION 
JUNIPER  CHAPEL  CHURCH 
April  24,  2004 


SPIRITUAL  LIFE  RETREAT 
AT  CAMP  VANDEMERE 
June  4-5,  2004 

And  I  sought  for  a  man  among  them,  that  should  make  up  the 
hedge,  and  stand  in  the  gap  before  me  for  the  land,  that  I  should 
not  destroy  it:  but  I  found  none  (Ezekiel  22:30). 

THEME:  God's  Search  For  Men 

(Ezekiel  22:30) 


Friday,  June  4 

6:00 


Saturday,  June  5 

8:00-9:00  a.m. 
9:00-9:30  a.m. 

9:30-9:45  a.m. 
9:45-10:45  a.m. 
10:45-11:00  a.m. 
11:00-11:30  a.m. 

11:30-12:00  p.m. 
12:00-1:00  p.m. 
1:00  p.m. 


Meal  ($5):  Followed  by 
Business  Session 


Breakfast  ($4)  and  Fellowship 
"Good  Looks  for  Decisive  Men," 
Mr.  Bobby  Owens,  Joshua  24:14-16 
Recreation  and  Fellowship 
SPECIAL  MUSIC:  Harrell's  Chapel 
Break 

"God  Looks  for  Dedicated  Men," 
Roy  Wetherington,  2  Timothy  3:12 
Prayer  and  Meditation 
Lunch  ($5) 
Benediction 


BEATITUDES  FOR 
THE  LAYMEN 

Blessed  is  the  man  whose  calendar  contains  prayer 

meeting  nights; 
Blessed  is  the  man  who  does  not  remain  away  from  church 

because  of  rain; 
Blessed  is  the  man  who  can  stay  over  an  hour  in  a  church 

service; 

Blessed  is  the  man  who  loves  the  Lord's  work  with  his 

pocketbook  as  well  as  with  his  heart; 
Blessed  is  the  man  whose  watch  keeps  church  time  as  well 

as  business  time; 
Blessed  is  the  man  who  leaves  the  back  pew  for  late 

comers; 

Blessed  is  the  man  who  does  not  have  a  summer  lay-off 
from  church; 

Blessed  is  the  man  who  has  skin  of  the  right  thickness  for 
he  can  work  happily  in  spite  of  enemies  and  friends. 
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(AMP  VflMDEMtRE 


IT'S  FINALLY  HERE:  SUMMER 

Webster's  Dictionary  defines  summer  as,  "The  warmest  of  the  four  seasons,  following  spring  and  coming  before 
autumn." 

Camp  Vandemere  defines  summer  as  fun,  pool  time,  paddle  boating  and  canoeing,  volleyball,  basketball,  baseball, 
catching  fish,  marshmallows  at  the  campfire,  summer  camp,  family  fun,  but  most  of  all  Praising  the  Lord. 
Come  and  enjoy  the  "Summer"  at  Camp  Vandemere. 


PRICE  LIST 


Summer  Youth  Camp 

Dormitory 
Lodge 
RV  (Full) 

RV  (water  and  elect.) 
Tents 

Kitchen  use 


$75  (activity  fee  may  apply,  see 
director) 

$10  per  night  per  person 
$35  per  night  per  lodge 
$14  per  night  (2  people,  $2  extra 
per  person) 

$10  per  night  (2  people,  $2  extra 
per  person) 
$10  per  tent 
$25 


NEW  ADDITIONS 

The  Dining  Hall  bathroom  is  on  its  way  to  completion. 
We  would  like  to  thank  everyone  who  has  had  a  part  in 
this  project.  We  would  especially  like  to  thank  Mr.  James 
Rush  with  Rush  Construction  for  the  donation  of  the 
blocks,  and  the  labor  to  construct  the  building. 


UPCOMING  EVENTS 

Singin'  by  the  River 

August  20-21,  2004 
Friday,  August  20: 
The  Malpass  Family 
Carlson  Trio 
Trilogy 
Saturday,  August  21: 
Marlboro  Boys 
Curtis  Family 
Heavenly  Sunrise 
Called  Out 
Second  Edition 

Fishing  Tournament 

November  (Date  to  be  announced  next  month) 


SUMMER  CAMP 

June  6-11         The  Rev.  Tim  Heath  and  Wesley  Taylor 
Theme:  "Making  the  Word  Stick" 
Tim  Heath  (252)  638-3803 
Wesley  Taylor  (252)  745-1203 

June  13-18  OPEN 

June  21-24       Women's  Week 

Judith  Kennedy  (910)  298-4311 

June  27-July  2  Cornerstone  Week 

Theme:  "Lighthouse  Keepers" 
Kristie  Arthur  Ramsey  (910)  324-1507 

July  4-9  OPEN 

July  1 1-1 6        Eva  Mae  Clark  (252)  637-5346 
July  18-23        Berry  Hodowanic  (252)  249-0133 
July  25-30       John  Thompson  (252)  633-0025 
Aug.  1-6  OPEN 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  Wesley  Taylor, 
manager,  at  (252)  745-3171  (camp  office);  (252)  634-1287 
(pager);  (252)  514-3222  (cell  phone);  e-mail: 
<vandemere@pamlico.net>. 


Join  us  at 
Camp  Vandemere 

for  your 
summer  vacation! 
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People  i  Everts 


CAPE  FEAR  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 

by  Carolyn  Jernigan 


The  theme  for  the  Cape  Fear 
Woman's  Auxiliary  was  "Calling  On 
Our  Abba  (Father)."  Our  Scripture  was 
1  Corinthians  8:6,  "But  to  us  there  is  but 
one  God,  the  Father,  of  whom  are  all 
things,  and  we  in  him;  and  one  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  by  whom  are  all  things, 
and  we  by  him." 

Hosted  by  Symrna  Church  in 
Benson,  the  convention  began  with  the 
hymn,  "God  of  Our  Fathers."  Jane 
Parker,  president,  extended  a  warm 
welcome  to  all.  Wanda  Johnson,  vice 
president,  led  our  opening  prayer. 
Amanda  Johnson,  a  member  of  the 
Smyrna  youth,  gave  a  devotion  using 
a  Barbie"  doll  for  illustration.  Peggy 
Parker  of  Smyrna  Church  Auxiliary 
made  the  announcements.  Betty 
Wilson,  from  Shady  Grove  Church 
gave  a  response.  Peggy  Parker  opened 
the  business  session  with  appointing  of 
the  finance,  resolution,  and  credentials 
committees.  Minutes  of  the  last 
convention  and  executive  sessions 
were  read  by  Betty  Strickland, 


Pictured  is  Bernice  Godwin  with  several  fam- 
ily members.  Godwin  was  this  year's  recipient 
of  the  Dola  Dudley  Service  Award. 


Bernice  Godwin  of  Oak  Grove 
Church  was  presented  with  the  Dola 
Dudley  Service  Award  at  the  Cape  Fear 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  on 
April  3,  2004. 


secretary.  Our  denominational 
ministries  were  given  an  opportunity 
to  share  the  current  information  with 
our  convention.  Mrs.  Jean  Ackiss, 
Mount  Olive  College,  and  Mr.  Bobby 
Taylor,  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home,  shared  their  valuable 
information  with  the  ninety-four 
people  present. 

Carolyn  Tew,  of  Smyrna  Church, 
gave  a  biographical  and  historical 
sketch  of  Helen  Smith,  the  recipient  of 
the  "Cape  Fear  Auxiliary  Convention 
Life  Membership  Award."  Her  family 
was  present  to  witness  and  participate 
in  the  great  event  in  her  life.  Carolyn 
Jernigan,  program  chair,  presented 
Bernice  Godwin  from  Oak  Grove 
Church  the  Dola  Dudley  Award.  Her 
church  family  and  immediate  family 
members  were  present  to  share  this 
experience  with  her.  Both  of  these 
ladies  were  very  deserving  of  the 
honors  bestowed  upon  them  on  this 
day.  Jane  Parker,  president,  asked  for 
the  names  and  contributions  of  the 


Bernice  Godwin's  life  has  been 
exemplary  in  service,  loyalty,  and 
dedication.  In  looking  at  her  life  we  see 
a  praiseworthy  balance  of  faith  and 
works.  She  is  always  willing  to  share 
her  Christianity  with  others;  her  faith 
never  wavering  even  in  times  of 
difficulty  and  trouble. 

Her  good  works  are  appreciated  by 
the  entire  church  and  surrounding 
communities.  When  there  is  sickness  or 
a  death  she  always  shows  up  with  a 
smile  of  encouragement  and  bowls  of 
delicious  food. 

She  has  not  yielded  to  infirmities,  but 
has  shown  strong  resolve  to  continue 
serving  God  and  others  in  her  senior 
years. 

She  has  been  a  loyal  wife  to  her 
husband,  C.  I.  Godwin,  his  family,  their 
children,  and  their  families.  They  all 
respect  and  enjoy  her  strength  and 


auxiliary  members  who  died  in  the  past 
year.  Then  she  read  a  poem  and  we 
observed  a  moment  of  silence.  An 
offering  was  taken  and  the  Smyrna 
Youth  singers  sang  for  the  convention 
body.  The  Rev.  Jesse  Fulcher,  pastor  of 
Shady  Grove  Church,  delivered  the 
morning  message,  "Trusting  Our 
Father."  The  business  session  was  then 
completed  by  President  Parker. 

Ginger  Hill  led  the  music  and 
Carolyn  Jernigan  played  the  piano.  The 
benediction  and  blessing  were  given  by 
Pastor  Jonathan  Pearce.  A  meal 
prepared  by  the  husbands  and 
volunteers  from  Smyrna  Church  was 
enjoyed  by  all. 

The  Fall  Convention  will  be 
Saturday,  October  2,  2004,  at  Bethel 
Church  on  Highway  96  in  Four  Oaks. 
Registration  will  begin  at  9  a.m.  and  the 
convention  will  start  at  9:30  a.m. 
Everyone  is  reminded  to  send  names 
for  nominees  for  the  Life  Membership 
and  Dola  Dudley  Awards  for  2005  to 
Jane  Parker  as  soon  as  possible. 

PRESENTED 

reliability.  She  is  always  there  for  them. 

She  has  served  God  and  our  church 
in  various  capacities  for  many  years. 
She  has  taught  Sunday  School,  served 
on  the  pulpit  committee,  worked  with 
the  youth  program,  attended  youth 
rallies,  and  taught  and  worked  with 
Bible  School.  She  has  been  a  staunch 
supporter  of  Mount  Olive  College  and 
served  her  church  as  Bridge  Builders 
chair  for  33  years. 

She  seems  to  have  a  special  place  in 
her  heart  for  our  auxiliary  and  her 
attendance  at  our  meetings  has  been 
remarkable.  She  served  as  president  of 
our  local  auxiliary  in  the  early  nineties, 
as  a  delegate  to  our  District  and  State 
Auxiliary  Conventions,  as  President  of 
the  District  Convention,  and  as  a 
delegate  to  many  of  the  District  and 
State  Church  Conferences  and 
Conventions. 


DOLA  DUDLEY  SERVICE  AWARD 
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DISTRICT  LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  AWARD 
PRESENTED  TO  HELEN  SMITH 


Pictured  is  Helen  Smith  with  her  children, 
husband  and  grandchildren.  Smith  was  this 
year's  recipient  of  the  Cape  Fear  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary Life  Membership  Award. 


In  Galatians  6:9,  Paul  said,  "Let  us 
not  be  weary  in  well  doing:  for  in  due 
season  we  shall  reap,  if  we  faint  not." 

Helen  Smith,  this  year's  recipient 
of  the  Cape  Fear  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Life  Membership  Award,  is  someone 
who  seems  to  never  tire  of  her  role  in 
life  of  serving  others.  Whether  it  is 
service  to  her  family,  her  community, 
her  church  or  others,  she  will  surely 
reap  many  rewards. 

She  has  dedicated  most  of  her  life 
to  helping,  caring,  and  loving  others. 
She  is  a  dedicated  volunteer  for  many 
organizations,  including  the 
American  Red  Cross,  the  Benson 
Museum  of  Local  History,  and 
McLamb  Rest  Home  of  Benson.  Her 
volunteer  work  has  been  recognized 
numerous  times  and  she  was 
awarded  the  2003  Volunteerian 
Award  given  by  the  Benson  Lions 
Club. 

However,  that  is  not  all  with  which 
she  is  involved.  There  are  many  civic 
duties  she  performs.  Her  work  for  the 
American  Cancer  Society  has  been 
recognized  nationally.  She  was 
awarded  Benson  Citizen  of  the  Year 
in  1971.  She  has  served  as  state  chair 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  for 
the  past  20  years  and  has  been  active 
in  every  capacity  of  this  organization 
including  Veterans  Affairs  and 


Rehabilitations,  and  Public  Relations. 
Talk  about  not  being  weary! 

No  doubt  about  it,  she  is  a  true 
humanitarian.  However,  her  most 
important  and  rewarding  service  is 
her  Christian  service.  She  has  been  a 
member  of  Smyrna  Church  for  over 
50  years.  She  is  dedicated  to  serving 
and  working  for  the  Lord.  Her 
dedication  to  the  children  of  Smyrna 
would  rival  any  professional.  In 
addition  to  holding  the  office  of 
church  treasurer,  she  is  an  active 
program  committee  member,  a 
Beginner  Class  teacher,  and  recently 
began  to  fulfill  her  dream  of  starting 
a  puppet  ministry  for  children. 

She  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary  of  Smyrna  for 
about  45  years.  She  has  held  every 
office  in  the  organization  at  one  time 
or  another  including  the  office  of 
president  more  than  once. 

Born  on  November  4,  1934,  to 
parents  Willie  and  Ina  Wallace,  she 
grew  up  in  Johnston  County  and  at 
the  age  of  10  moved  to  Benson  where 
she  now  resides. 

On  January  3,  1959,  she  married 
Ray  G.  Smith  of  Benson.  They  have 
admirably  raised  three  children: 
Anita  Norris,  Gordon  Smith,  and 
Amy  Creed. 

She  loves  being  called  "Mama 
Helen"  by  her  six  grandchildren: 
John  and  Kasey  Norris,  Morgan  and 
Wesley  Smith,  and  Savannah  and 
Seth  Creed. 

In  addition  to  all  she  does  for  her 
family  and  friends,  she  finds  time  for 
herself  in  her  creative  skills  such  as 
gardening  and  sewing. 

All  who  know  and  love  her  are 
very  proud  of  all  she  does,  not  only 
by  the  deeds  that  we  see,  but  by  being 
in  her  presence.  We  can  see  the  Lord 
shining  through  her.  Her  love  and 
dedication  for  people  and  her 
Christian  faith  are  the  threads  that  are 
stitched  throughout  her  life. 


MORNING  STAR 
WOMAN'S 
AUXILIARY 
RETREAT 
Cragmont  Assembly 
April  16-18,  2004 

by  Becky  Jo  Sumner 

The  Morning  Star  Woman's  Retreat 
began  Friday  evening,  April  16,  as  the 
women  gathered  in  the  chapel  at 
Cragmont  Assembly  to  hear  the  beau- 
tiful words  of  Psalm  121  being  read  by 
Donna  Holland.  After  sharing  in  song 
and  discovering  "who  was  from 
where,"  we  enjoyed  a  delicious  fruit 
and  cheese  snack,  prepared  by  the 
Cragmont  staff,  before  retiring  for  the 
night  to  rest  for  a  busy  Saturday. 

We  were  greeted  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing with  Sandra  Hargis'  devotion  that, 
challenged  us  to  have  "A  Servant's 
Heart"  based  on  the  story  of  Elijah  and 
the  widow  in  1  Kings  17.  Following 
breakfast,  we  were  inspired  to  "Dare 
to  Be  Like  Jesus"  by  our  Bible  teacher, 
Miriam  Lamm.  During  three  sessions, 
she  asked  us  to  "Dare  to  Be  Like  Jesus" 
in  the  attributes  and  patterns  of  our 
lives.  Karen  Riberio  and  Gladys  Avery 
brought  the  glorious  sunshine  of  a  per- 
fect spring  weekend  into  our  hearts 
through  the  "Sonshine"  of  Christian 
music.  The  afternoon  was  filled  with 
our  heart's  desires:  rest,  shopping, 
sightseeing,  or  just  rocking  on  the  front 
porch.  Saturday  evening  Carolyn 
Jernigan  brought  us  our  Sunday  School 
lesson. 

A  special  moment  in  the  conference 
was  Teresa  Ball's  challenge  to  the 
women  to  raise  by  sacrificial  giving 
$10,000  that  weekend  for  the  purchase 
of  land  in  Bulgaria  for  God's  people  to 
have  a  place  to  worship.  She  issued  this 
challenge  Saturday  morning,  and  Sat- 
urday evening  the  Lord  gave  us  a 
miracle  blessing  as  the  offering  was 
received  and  totaled  $10,404.50.  Teresa 
then  reminded  us  that  a  building  was 
needed  on  the  land.  She  challenged 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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each  of  us  to  sacrifice  $10  each  week 
until  Morning  Star  Retreat  2005  and 
bring  that  gift  of  $520  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  place  of  worship  in  Bulgaria. 

Sunday  morning  brought  us  the  op- 
portunity to  give  to  the  work  of  our 
Lord  at  Cragmont  Assembly.  A  gift  of 
$1,355  came  from  our  Cragmont  camp- 
ers. As  I  consider  these  gifts  that  totaled 
over  $11,000  from  a  group  of  136  camp- 


ers, several  of  whom  were  children,  I 
stand  in  awe  of  the  Lord  we  serve,  who 
touched  the  hearts  and  pocketbooks  of 
people  to  sacrifice  for  the  work  of  God. 
No  one  but  God  and  a  few  "prayer 
warriors"  that  Teresa  contacted  prior  to 
the  conference  knew  she  was  going  to 
make  the  challenge  to  give.  God 
worked  a  miracle  based  on  prayer  and 
hearts  willing  to  sacrifice. 


On  Sunday  morning  the  Rev.  John 
Williams  led  us  to  consider  our  next 
step,  "After  Easter."  One  of  those  steps 
was  made  clear  as  John  discussed  with 
us  the  wonderful  vision  for  growth  and 
development  at  Cragmont  Assembly. 

Following  a  wonderful  breakfast  we 
started  out  for  home  challenged  to 
"Dare  to  Be  Like  Jesus"  in  our  daily 
walk  and  in  our  giving  to  all  His  work. 


TAKE  IT  TO  THE  EXTREME 


To  what  extreme  would  you  go  for 
Jesus? 

That  question  was  answered  on 
Saturday,  April  24,  at  First  Church  in 
Greenville.  Together  with  Reedy 
Branch  Church  in  Winterville,  par- 
ents and  youth  hosted  "Extreme 
Day,"  an  outdoor  gathering  featuring 
BMXtreme  4  Christ,  an  extreme 
sports  trio  that  performs 
bike  and  skateboard  tricks 
packed  with  a  solid  Gospel 
message. 

"Extreme  Day"  origi- 
nated when  Steve  Evans  of 
Reedy  Branch  Church  met  a 
young  intern,  Tony 
Denham,  at  Electrolux 
Home  Products  where  he 
works.  Denham,  21,  is  a 
born-again  Christian  and 
BMX  bike  enthusiast.  The 
two  became  friends  and  en- 
joyed discussing  Scripture 
on  their  breaks.  After  learning  about 
Denham's  participation  in  a  new 
ministry  called  BMXtreme  4  Christ, 
Evans  asked  the  group  to  perform  for 
the  youth  at  Reedy  Branch  Church. 
Evans  works  with  the  YFA  and  is  con- 
cerned about  keeping  the  teens  in- 
volved and  finding  ways  to  relate  to 
them  and  their  interests.  Several  teen- 
agers at  Reedy  Branch  Church  enjoy 
skateboarding  and  Evans  believed 
BMXtreme  4  Christ  would  be  a  group 
they  could  relate  to  and  have  as  role 
models  in  their  Christian  faith. 

"I  really  admire  Tony.  I  am  im- 
pressed by  the  way  he  lives  his  life 
and  lives  out  his  faith.  I  thought  that 


by  Carla  Davenport 

kids,  especially  the  teenage  boys, 
could  relate  to  him.  He  is  a  young 
man  that  proves  that  you  can  be  an 
athlete  and  use  the  gifts  that  God  has 
given  you  and  be  a  good  guy  at  the 
same  time,"  said  Evans. 

Evans  approached  Joey  Williams 
with  the  idea  of  having  a  perfor- 
mance and  inviting  other  churches  to 


attend.  Williams,  associate  pastor  at 
First  Church  in  Greenville,  offered 
his  church  as  the  host  site  because  of 
the  large  parking  lot  area  that  would 
be  needed  for  such  a  show.  With  do- 
nations from  parents,  churches,  and 
the  Central  Conference  Growth  Com- 
mittee, all  the  advertising  was  paid 
for,  plus  food  and  drinks  for  every- 
one to  enjoy  were  offered  free  of 
charge.  Love  offerings  were  accepted 
for  the  BMXtreme's  cost  of  travel  and 
other  expenses. 

At  11  a.m.  on  April  24,  all  of  the 
hard  work  and  preparation  for  the 
event  was  evident.  About  70  people 
ranging  from  5  to  75  years  old  gath- 
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ered  for  "Extreme  Day."  Hotdogs, 
snow  cones,  and  popcorn  were  de- 
voured and  kids  were  busy  talking 
and  hanging  out  together. 

Ron  Gatlin,  manager  of  BMXtreme 
4  Christ,  introduced  the  three-man 
team.  Performing  along  with 
Denham  was  Josh  Boatright,  18,  a 
BMX  biker  and  Bible  college  student; 

and  Josiah  Gatlin,13,  a 
skateboarder. 

The  program  began 
with  prayer  and 
Denham  and  Boatright 
took  turns  sharing  the 
Gospel  message.  These 
young  men  did  not 
mince  words;  they  spoke 
about  Jesus  Christ  and 
His  saving  grace  and  the 
importance  of  asking 
God  for  forgiveness 
through  His  only  Son. 
They  emphasized  how 
important  it  is  to  keep  God  first  in 
your  life  and  not  let  the  things  of  this 
world  cloud  that  and  never  let  the 
world  keep  you  too  busy  for  God. 

"Keep  God  in  control  of  your  life," 
Boatright  told  the  youth.  "I  know 
that  it  is  easy  to  be  intimidated  by 
your  peers  when  you  are  a  Christian 
but  remember  Romans  8:31,  'If  God 
be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us?' 
Remember,  God  is  the  only  thing  that 
is  eternal.  If  you  want  to  be  with  Him 
one  day,  you  must  accept  His  Son 
Jesus  as  your  Savior.  He  is  the  only 
way." 

Denham  ended  the  message  with 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


a  prayer.  In  the  middle  of  the  park- 
ing lot,  surrounded  by  bikes  and 
ramps,  he  extended  the  invitation  to 
accept  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord,  and  yes, 
a  soul  was  saved. 

After  the  moving  message, 
Denham  and  Boatright  discussed  the 
nature  of  their  performance  and  the 
importance  of  not  trying  to  go  home 
and  attempt  tricks  alone.  They  em- 
phasized the  importance  of  wearing 
safety  equipment  while  doing  such 
stunts.  Josiah  demonstrated  skate- 
board kick  flips,  heel  flips,  and 
"grinding  the  rail."  Next,  the  older 
guys  impressed  everyone  with  BMX 


bike  tricks  "the  Superman"  and  com- 
plete backflips  in  mid-air.  Through- 
out the  performance,  they  took  short 
breaks,  and  Evans  drew  names  for 
free  t-shirts. 

"This  is  great,"  exclaimed  Jean  Wil- 
son, a  pastor's  wife  and  retired  school 
teacher.  "Kids  need  a  variety  of  ac- 
tivities at  church  and  to  have  an  ac- 
tivity that  they  can  identify  with  is 
so  important.  These  young  people 
can  see  that  these  young  men  enjoy  a 
sport  but  keep  their  faith  their  first 
priority.  Kids  today  need  to  know 
that  your  actions  in  whatever  activ- 
ity you  are  involved  in  can  carry  a 


Christian  testimony." 

"It  was  totally  cool,"  said  Sarah 
Davis,  a  teenager  from  Reedy  Branch 
Church.  After  the  show,  she  and  other 
young  people  talked  to  the 
BMXtreme  team,  who  graciously 
took  up  a  lot  of  time  with  them. 

Steve  Evans  and  Joey  Williams 
were  both  pleased  with  the  outcome. 
Evans  has  scheduled  BMXtreme  4 
Christ  to  perform  at  Vacation  Bible 
School  in  June  at  Reedy  Branch 
Church  in  Winterville.  For  more  in- 
formation about  the  BMXtreme  4 
Christ  ministry,  check  out  their 
website  at  <BMXtreme4Christ.com>. 


CENTRAL  CONFERENCE 
WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  SPRING  CONVENTION 


The  Central  Conference  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Spring  Convention  met  at 
Rose  of  Sharon  Church  on  Saturday, 
March  27, 2004.  The  theme  was  "God, 
Our  Refuge  and  Strength"  with  Scrip- 
ture from  Psalm  46:10.  The  call  to 
worship  was  given  by  Jane  C.  Tripp, 
president.  Devotion  and  prayer  was 
led  by  Gayle  Brock  using  Scripture 
from  Isaiah.  The  president  brought 
greetings,  followed  by  a  short  busi- 
ness session. 

Judy  Jones  introduced  the  speaker, 
Ann  Copeland  of  Kings  Cross  Roads 
Church.  She  spoke  on  "Beauty  in  the 
Sand"  as  she  took  us  on  a  trip  to  the 
beach  through  various  items  we  see 
there  and  showed  us  that  God  offers 
peace  through  the  beauty  of  His  cre- 
ation. She  used  the  sand,  shells,  ocean 
water,  ocean  creatures,  and  a  light- 
house to  show  that  each  can  be  used 
to  show  that  God  is  our  strength  and 
refuge.  As  we  look  at  all  these  things, 
we  can  see  beauty — that  God  is  pow- 
erful and  His  love  can  help  us  over- 
come anything  that  the  Devil  brings 
on  us.  She  stressed  the  importance  of 
prayer  and  encouraged  us  to  find  a 
reliable  prayer  warrior. 

The  Rev.  Fred  Baker  brought  re- 
ports from  all  the  denominational 
ministries.  The  youth  report  was 


given  by  Amy  Hines  and  Karen 
Ribeiro,  stating  that  the  State  Youth 
Convention  would  be  at  Mount  Ol- 
ive May  14-16,  with  a  theme  of  "Be- 
hind Enemy  Lines." 


During  the  second  business  ses- 
sion, a  motion  was  made  and  ap- 
proved to  buy  a  Play  Station  for  the 
Children's  Home.  Mrs.  Tripp  ac- 
cepted delegates  for  the  State  Con- 
vention to  be  held  at  Pilgrim's  Home 
Church  on  May  13.  Three  churches, 
Daniel's  Chapel,  Kings  Cross  Roads, 
and  Marlboro  were  recognized  as  A- 
1  auxiliaries  for  the  year.  The  fall  con- 
vention will  meet  with  Winterville 
Church  and  the  spring  convention 
will  meet  with  Saratoga  Church. 
There  was  to  be  a  study  course  on 


"Methods"  by  Happy  Taylor  on  April 
26  at  Kings  Cross  Roads  Church.  May 
Pittman  encouraged  the  women  to 
attend  the  Auxiliary  conferences  at 
Cragmont  and  noted  the  speakers  for 
each  conference.  The  credentials  com- 
mittee reported  an  attendance  of  94. 

May  Pittman  recognized  the 
women  who  had  been  given  life 
membership  awards  during  the  past 
year.  She  then  made  a  presentation 
of  the  District  Life  Membership 
Award  to  Sandra  B.  Jones,  stating  she 
has  been  active  in  her  local  church, 
local  Auxiliary,  District  Auxiliary,  and 
State  Auxiliary,  having  served  in 
many  offices  of  each  and  as  State  Sec- 
retary for  16  years.  She  is  a  pastor's 
wife  and  has  served  as  the  Executive 
Secretary  for  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  for  the  past  22  years.  She 
accompanies  her  husband  on  mission 
team  trips  to  the  Philippines  and 
Mexico  each  year  during  the  summer 
months.  She  was  presented  with  a 
certificate  and  a  monetary  gift  to  For- 
eign Missions. 

Special  music,  "Gift  of  Grace,"  was 
beautifully  sung  by  Debbie  Vaughan. 

A  delicious  meal  was  served  by  the 
host  church  with  benediction  and 
blessing  by  the  Rev.  Gene  Britt. 
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KING'S  CROSS  ROADS  CHURCH 

BREAKS  GROUND  FOR  NEW 
CHRISTIAN  ACTIVITY  CENTER 

by  Jane  C.  Tripp 

The  congregation 
of  King's  Cross 
Roads  Church  of 
Fountain  had  a  spe- 
cial groundbreaking 
ceremony  for  a  new 
Christian  Activity 
Center  on  Sunday, 
April  18, 2004.  They 
met  at  4  p.m.  at  the 

prepared  site  for  the  new  building.  The  service  was  opened  by  singing  the  course, 
"Isn't  He  Wonderful,"  with  comments  about  how  wonderful  God  has  been  to 
King's  Cross  Roads  Church.  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee,  Ronnie  Little, 
led  in  an  opening  prayer  after  he  gave  a  brief  explanation  to  the  congregation  of 
where  the  corners  of  the  building  would  be  located  on  the  mound  of  earth  that 
has  been  prepared  to  receive  the  building. 

A  special  song  was  presented  by  Rachel  Jones,  Gina  Tripp,  and  Jay  Tripp.  They 
sang  "Upon  This  Rock  I  Will  Build  This  Church."  The  song  was  followed  with 
devotion  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Bruce  Jones.  He  talked  about  the  heritage  and 
future  of  King's  Cross  Roads  Church.  He  commented  on  how  much  there  is  to  be 
thankful  for  and  how  much  there  is  to  strive  for  in  the  future  to  preserve  the 
heritage  of  serving  God  through  His  church. 

After  the  devotion,  members  of  the  building  committee,  the  deacon  board,  rep- 
resentatives from  the  Sunday  School,  Layman's  League,  Woman's  Auxiliary,  and 
Youth  Fellowship  Auxiliary  with  shovels  in  hand,  turned  some  earth  as  a  symbol 
of  the  beginning  of  the  new  building.  The  groundbreaking  was  closed  with  a  prayer 
of  dedication  by  the  pastor. 

Those  participating  in  the  groundbreaking  were:  Mr.  Jones;  Deacon  Board  Chair- 
man, Ricky  Tugwell;  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Michael  Meeks;  Layman's 
League  Vice  President,  Tull  Taylor;  Woman's  Auxiliary  Vice  President,  Jane  C. 
Tripp;  Youth  Fellowship  President,  Sarah  Jones;  and  Building  Committee  Chair- 
man, Ronnie  Little. 

Members  of  the  Building  Committee  are  Ronnie  Little,  Chair;  Michael  Meeks, 
Lewis  Oakley,  Joe  Jones,  Jerry  Wooten,  Linda  Corbitt,  and  Jane  C.  Tripp.  After  the 
groundbreaking,  the  group  moved  to  the  Fellowship  Building  for  a  supper  of 
sandwiches  and  snacks. 

The  building  will  be  a  metal  structural  frame  building  with  concrete  slab  floor 
and  metal  siding.  The  14,000  square  feet  building  will  include  a  gymnasium, 
kitchen,  activity  room,  office,  nursery,  restrooms,  and  storage.  It  will  have  2,250 
square  feet  of  covered  porch  and  covered  drop-off  area.  Construction  began  the 
end  of  April.  The  metal  building  shell  should  be  completed  by  mid-summer  and 
the  interior  of  the  building  completed  within  the  next  year.  Engineering  for  the 
building  was  done  by  Meridian  Engineering  of  Kinston.  Metal  building  construc- 
tion will  be  by  Barco  Building  Systems  of  Snow  Hill.  Site  preparation  was  per- 
formed by  Earthmovers  of  LaGrange. 

King's  Cross  Roads  Church  was  founded  on  May  19, 1888.  The  month  of  May 
was  celebrated  as  Heritage  Month  to  celebrate  116  years.  The  first  Sunday  service 
in  May  was  led  by  the  ladies;  the  youth  were  in  charge  of  the  second  Sunday;  the 
men  were  in  charge  of  the  third  Sunday;  and  the  senior  citizens  winded  up  the 
celebration  on  the  fourth  Sunday.  God  has  truly  blessed  this  congregation  over 
the  years  and  we  pray  for  His  guidance  and  blessing  for  the  future. 


THE  REVEREND 
GRUBBS  ACCEPTS 
CALL  TO  FIRST 
CHURCH  IN 
PLYMOUTH 

The  Rev.  Paul  C.  Grubbs  has  ac- 
cepted a  call  to  serve  as  pastor  of  First 
Church,  US  64  West,  Plymouth.  He  be- 
gan his  ministry  at  the  local  church  in 
April,  after  having  served  at  St.  Paul 
Church  in  Elizabeth  City  for  a  number 
of  years. 

In  addition  to  his  pastorate  at  First 
Church,  Mr.  Grubbs  is  employed  with 
the  Elizabeth  City-Pasquotank  Public 
Schools.  A  1973  graduate  of  Princeton 
High  School,  he  earned  an  Associate 
Degree  in  religion  from  Mount  Olive 
College  in  1975;  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
Religion/Philosophy  with  a  minor  in 
Psychology  from  Barton  College  at 
Wilson  in  1977,  and  a  Master  of  Divin- 
ity in  Pastoral  Ministry  from  Southeast- 
ern Baptist  Theological  Seminary  at 
Wake  Forest  in  1982. 

While  at  Mount  Olive,  Mr.  Grubbs 
sang  in  the  Mount  Olive  College  Choir 
and  the  Chapel  choir;  he  was  named 
to  the  Who's  Who  in  American  Junior 
Colleges  and  was  president  of  the  FWB 
Fellowship  and  the  Henderson  Science 
Club. 

Mr.  Grubbs  and  his  wife,  Teresa,  have 
three  sons:  Nathanial,  Matthew,  and 
Andrew.  Andrew  is  a  sophomore  in 
Elizabeth  City  while  the  two  older  sons 
are  students  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

The  Grubbs  family  is  no  stranger  to 
the  Washington  County  area,  where 
Mr.  Grubbs'  father  once  pastored  at 
First  Church.  Mrs.  Grubbs  is  also  well 
known  among  area  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  members  for  her  active  involve- 
ment in  denominational  ministries  in- 
cluding the  Woman's  Auxiliary.  Her 
writing  has  appeared  in  the  annual  pro- 
gram books. 

Congregation  members  are  pleased 
to  have  Mr.  Grubbs  as  its  new  minister 
and  issue  an  open  invitation  to  friends, 
former  members,  or  the  unchurched  in 
the  area,  to  worship  with  them  on  Sun- 
days at  11  a.m. 
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MINISTER  RETIRES 

The  Rev.  Andrew  Hill,  of  Deep  Run, 
NC,  retired  April  30,  2004,  after  serv- 
ing 43  years  as  an  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  minister.  He  was  ordained  in 
Micro  Church,  on  October  13, 1960.  Mr. 
Hill,  the  son  of  Mr.  Archie  Henry  Hill 
and  Mrs.  Drucilla  Lewis  Hill,  grew  up 
on  a  farm  in  the  Deep  Run  community 
and  graduated  from  Deep  Run  High 
School  in  1948. 

In  1951,  he  entered  the  United  States 
Air  Force  and  served  in  Texas,  Missis- 
sippi, Louisana,  and  Wyoming.  In 
1954-55,  he  was  transferred  to  Tokyo, 
Japan,  where  he  worked  in  the  budget 
office  of  Far  East  Air  Forces  Headquar- 
ters. While  serving  there,  he  was  called 
by  God  to  serve  Him  in  the  ministry  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Upon  returning  to  the  United  States  in  1955,  he  entered  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege for  one  semester.  After  transferring  to  Campbell  College,  he  received  an 
Associate  of  Arts  degree  and  transferred  to  Atlantic  Christian  College  in  Wil- 
son where  he  received  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  on  May  20, 1960.  After  being 
hired  to  teach  at  Brinson  Memorial  Elementary  School  in  New  Bern,  he  en- 
tered Eastern  Carolina  University  in  the  fall  of  1960  to  obtain  an  "A  Certifi- 
cate" required  for  teaching.  While  living  in  this  area,  he  served  Soundview 
Church,  Carteret  County;  Rock  of  Zion  Church,  Pamlico  County;  and  was 
interim  pastor  for  Memorial  Chapel  in  Chocowinity,  NC. 

In  1963,  Mr.  Hill  and  his  family  returned  to  Deep  Run  and  began  pastoral 
work  in  that  area.  He  served  Gray  Branch,  White  Oak  Grove,  British  Chapel, 
Smith's  New  Home,  Sweet  Gum  Grove,  Whaley's  Chapel,  May's  Chapel,  Snow 
Hill,  Lanier's  Chapel,  and  Pearsall's  Chapel  Churches.  During  this  time,  he 
also  served  as  moderator  of  the  Third  Eastern  Union  and  assistant  clerk  of  the 
Eastern  Conference. 

In  1990,  Mr.  Hill  retired  from  teaching  after  thirty  years  in  the  classroom. 
He  taught  both  elementary  and  high  school  in  Craven,  Duplin,  and  Lenoir 
Counties.  During  this  career  he  was  able  to  share  his  love  of  history  with  many 
students. 

Mr.  Hill  is  married  to  Geraldine  Barwick  Hill,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  George 
and  Mrs.  Nannie  Grady  Barwick.  She  retired  as  postmaster  of  the  Deep  Run 
Post  Office  in  1992.  Their  family  includes  Saborah  Jean  Smith  and  husband, 
John  Melvin,  of  Deep  Run;  Theresa  Lynn  Baksa  and  husband,  David,  of  Holly 
Springs;  four  grandchildren,  John  Kyle  Smith  and  wife,  Kimberly,  of  Deep 
Run;  Sandi  Smith  of  Deep  Run;  Rachel  and  Shannon  Baksa  of  Holly  Springs; 
and  one  great-grandchild,  John  Brady  Smith  of  Deep  Run. 

Mr.  Hill  and  his  wife  would  like  to  thank  every  one  for  letting  them  share 
the  love  of  God  during  their  years  of  ministry.  Please  continue  to  remember 
them  in  your  prayers. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Hill 


WOMAN'S 
AUXILIARY 
SUNDAY 
FIRST  CHURCH, 
WILSON 


by  Tracy  Anderson 


February  22, 2004  was  a  very  special 
Sunday  for  the  women  of  First  Church 
of  Wilson.  This  special  day  was 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Sunday.  Many  in 
the  auxiliary  participated  in  this  service 
celebrating  the  ministry  of  the  women 
of  our  church. 

Vice  President,  Linda  Davis,  wel- 
comed the  congregation.  Deborah  King 
led  in  praise  choruses.  Fannie  Lee 
Dickerson,  Eleanor  Dickerson,  Karen 
Durrett,  and  Tracy  Anderson  partici- 
pated in  a  drama,  written  by  Nancy 
Matthews  and  directed  by  Cathy  Jones. 
The  Woman's  choir  presented  special 
music  as  did  Ramey  Jo  Dail  and  the 
Ladies'  Trio  of  Deborah  King,  Nancy 
Matthews,  and  Becky  Latham. 

Dot  Suggs,  president,  presented  the 
Life  Membership  Award  to  Edna  Cook. 
Edna  has  been  a  member  of  the  Auxil- 
iary for  43  years,  serving  as  its  treasurer 
for  a  number  of  years.  Her  life  demon- 
strates her  love  for  the  Lord  and  for  her 
church.  Edna  is  a  woman  with  a 
servant's  heart  who  takes  time  to  care. 
She  was  joined  on  stage  by  her  hus- 
band, Dexton,  and  her  daughter,  Cathy, 
during  which  time  she  was  presented 
with  a  Life  membership  pin  and  a  Life 
Membership  certificate. 

Janice  Owens  led  in  prayer  and 
Nannette  Palm  gave  the  message,  Walk- 
ing in  the  Light.  The  service  ended  in  a 
sweet  spirit  as  the  closing  song,  As  the 
Deer,  was  sung.  It  truly  was  a  wonder- 
ful and  special  day  for  all  the  women 
of  First  Church! 


SMYRNA  CHURCH  NEWS 


AFC:  First  row:  Nicole  Huff,  Parrish  YFA:  First  row:  Laura  Parker,  Asia 

McLamb,  Erin  Parker,  and  Kayla  Hickol;  McConnell,  Ashley  Parker,  and  Amber 

Second  row:  Amber  Wood,  Jordan  Allen,  Allen.  Second  row:  Nicole  Watson,  Savak 

Brittney  Watson,  and  Elliott  McConnell.  Allen,  Amanda  Johnson,  and  Janice  Tart. 


Smyrna  youth  received  nine  gold  and  four  silver  awards  at  the  Cape  Fear 
Youth  Competition  held  March  5-6  at  Bethel  Church  near  Four  Oaks. 

AFC  winners  were:  Elliott  McConnell,  gold,  lesson  presentation;  Parrish 
McLamb  and  Amber  Wood,  gold,  solos;  Jordan  Allen,  silver,  solo;  and  Jordan 
Allen,  Parrish  McLamb,  Amber  Wood,  and  Elliott  McConnell  ("4-Him"),  gold, 
group  music. 

YFA  winners  were:  Armatha  Noles,  silver,  lesson  presentation;  John 
Chaviness,  silver,  public  speaking;  Asia  McConnell,  silver,  solo;  Savak  Allen, 
gold,  solo;  Ashley  Parker,  Savak  Allen,  Amber  Allen,  and  Janice  Tart  ("Assur- 
ance"), gold,  group  music;  "His  II,"  gold,  group  music;  skit  team,  gold,  group 
drama. 


Pictured  left  to  right  are  Iris  Weaver, 
Carolyn  Tew  and  Peggy  Parker  making 
spring  dragon  flies  for  ladies  attending  the 
Cape  Fear  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 
held  at  Smyrna  on  April  3. 


Left  to  right  are  Sunday  School  superin- 
tendent and  teenage  teacher  Ricky  Ray  nor, 
primary  teacher  Susan  Raynor,  young 
adult  teacher  Carolyn  Tew,  and  (back)  new 
member  Nancy  Anderson  looking  over 
some  of  the  materials  given  to  them  at  the 
Sunday  School  Institute  held  at  Mount 
Olive  College. 


Pictured  left  to  right  are 
Carolyn  Tew  and  Dianne 
McConnell,  Granville  Denning, 
Nathan  Raynor,  Peggy  Parker, 
and  Nancy  Anderson,  winners  of 
the  Sunday  School  Promotion 
Month  activity,  "Guess  Who  Is 
the  Bible  Character. " 


PLYMOUTH 
CHURCH 
CELEBRATES  5ist 
HOMECOMING 

THROUGH  IT  ALL— 
THE  YEAR  IN  REVIEW 

When  we  celebrated  our  Golden 
Anniversary  in  May  2003,  we  were 
honored  to  have  Dr.  W.  Burkette 
Raper  as  homecoming  speaker.  Since 
that  day,  we  experienced  a  series  of 
ups  and  downs  throughout  the  year, 
knowing  all  the  while  God  was  still 
in  our  midst. 

Dr.  Bobby  Taylor,  president  and 
CEO  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home,  ministered  to  us  most  Sun- 
days during  the  summer  until  con- 
vention time  in  September.  We  en- 
joyed a  meal  with  Dr.  Taylor,  al- 
though we  did  not  call  it  a  farewell 
dinner  and  hung  out  a  yellow  ribbon 
to  let  him  know  he  was  welcome 
"home"  anytime. 

Hurricane  Isabel  devastated  our 
area  on  September  18  and  the  Rev. 
Harold  Swinson  came  immediately 
to  our  rescue — organizing  and  lead- 
ing a  group  of  volunteers  from  other 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  churches  to 
us.  They  helped  with  clean-up 
throughout  our  county,  working  with 
Baptist  Men's  Fellowship  and 
Samaritan's  Purse.  Brother  Harold 
went  the  second  mile  and  through  his 
efforts,  we  received  a  financial  con- 
tribution to  help  with  Isabel's  dam- 
ages from  Home  Missions,  for  which 
we  are  grateful. 

Following  Dr.  Taylor,  we  were 
blessed  by  the  ministry  of  Dr.  Charles 
Russell,  who  came  to  us  with  his  wife, 
Lorraine,  and  their  friend,  Pat 
Adams.  They  shared  Sunday  School 
and  Morning  Worship.  We  were  also 
blessed  by  the  ministry  of  Kelley 
Smart,  accompanied  by  his  mom  and 
dad,  Larry  and  Mary  Lee  Smart.  The 
messages  from  the  pulpit  and  the 
sweet  Christian  spirit  of  these  folks 
kept  us  standing  when  we  might 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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have  fallen  in  despair.  Our  yellow  rib- 
bons are  also  for  them. 

Dianne  Riley  and  Mary  Dudley 
came  to  us  for  morning  worship  ser- 
vice, as  did  several  others.  We  only 
missed  one  Sunday  having  someone 
to  lead  us.  Church  family  knew  joy 
at  the  marriage  of  Brian  (Buddy)  and 
Caroline  Jones. 

We  were  saddened  by  the  deaths 
of  two  dear  members:  Joseph  Mon- 
roe Bateman  (August  21,  2003)  and 
his  wife,  Dessarie  Harris  Stotesberry 
Bateman  (April  24,  2004).  Several 
church  members  lost  loved  ones  dur- 
ing the  year  and  were  supported  by 
our  small,  but  faithful  and  loving 
church  family. 

Washington  County  folk,  including 
church  families,  spent  another  year 
fighting  to  prevent  the  outlying  land- 
ing field  from  destroying  valuable 
farmlands,  homes,  and  wildlife. 

After  several  months  without  a 
sign  out  front,  causing  passersby  to 
say  we  had  closed  our  doors,  we  saw 
the  placement  of  the  new  sign  this 
spring.  Again,  the  community  came 
to  our  aid;  Ronnie  Ange  went  the  ex- 
tra mile  to  provide  the  finishing 
touches  with  the  floodlights.  Church 
folk  went  to  work  to  clean  the 
grounds,  plant  new  flowers,  and  the 
community  is  taking  notice. 

Last — but  not  least — we  have  been 
blessed  to  have  the  Rev.  Paul  Grubbs 
accept  the  call  as  our  pastor.  Brother 
Paul,  his  wife  Teresa,  and  his  sons 
Andrew,  Nathaniel,  and  Matthew  are 
already  touching  lives  in  our  church. 

We  thank  God  for  all  the  blessings, 
and  the  trials,  of  the  past  year.  On 
Homecoming  Sunday,  May  2,  as  Dr. 
Taylor  brought  us  the  morning  mes- 
sage, we  prayed  the  day  was  another 
step  forward  in  revival  for  First  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  for  our 
community  and  for  peace  on  Earth. 

"Thru'  it  all— thru  it  all— I've 
(we've)  learned  to  depend  upon 
God's  Word." 


ACTIVITIES  AT  POWHATAN 

On  April  2, 
some 
Powhatan 
members  at- 
tended the 
G.E.M.  Rally 
at  Black  Jack 
Church  (God 
Empowers 
Me).  Youth 
skits  and 
musical 
guests  "Writ- 
ten in  Red" 

opened  the  rally  at  7  p.m.  Pastor  Terry  Whittenton's  sermon  to  young  people  had 
the  altar  full  when  he  closed. 

The  Cape  Fear  Youth  Rally  was  held  Saturday,  April  3,  at  Covenant  Church 
with  Blended  Fellowship  bringing  a  musical  program.  There  were  4  pastors,  10 
churches,  and  89  people  present. 

On  April  4,  Spring  Revival  began  at  Powhatan  with  Larry  Coats  as  the  guest 
speaker.  We  enjoyed  a  message  from  the  Rev.  Scott  Casey  on  Monday  and  from 
former  pastor,  the  Rev.  Billy  Nowell  on  Tuesday.  Wednesday  was  a  message 
from  our  own  Alan  Price,  and  we  were  scheduled  to  have  the  Rev.  Donnie  Massey 
with  us  on  Thursday  but  services  were  cancelled  due  to  a  death  in  the  church 
family.  Special  music  was  provided  by  our  choir,  our  youth,  Ann  and  Cynthia 
Narron,  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Nowell. 

April  10  was  our  annual  Easter  Egg  Hunt  and  kite-flying  day  for  our  Cher- 
ubs. Eleven  children  took  part  in  the  search  after  five  older  youth  hid  the  eggs. 
Kyle  Benson  won  first  prize  for  finding  49  eggs;  Stormy  Johnson  took  second 
with  44  eggs;  and  Will  Cox 
was  third  with  41.  Mari  and 
Will  Cox  found  the  special 
eggs  with  $1  each  inside. 

That  evening,  a  hotdog 
fundraiser  for  the  youth  mis- 
sion trip  raised  over  $530. 
Thank  you  to  all  who  donated 
items,  cooked,  served, 
cleaned  up,  ate,  or  took  part 
in  any  way. 

A  car  wash  was  held  at 
Bagley's  Transmission  in 
Clayton  on  April  17  with  pro- 
ceeds going  to  our  Relay  for 
Life  team.  A  yard  sale  was 
held  by  the  Woman's  Auxil- 
iary on  Saturday,  April  24, 
raising  around  $175  for  yearly 
projects.  A  pig-pickin'  supper 
that  afternoon  raised  over 

$500  for  our  Youth  missionaries  for  their  upcoming  Nashville  trip.  Topping  the 
evening  off,  the  Oak  Grove  Boys  were  in  concert  with  a  full  house. 

On  Sunday  evening,  April  25,  the  youth  presented  the  worship  program  from 
their  2004  various  competition  entries.  Trophies  were  awarded  from  the  church 
to  each  participant  in  appreciation  of  their  hard  work. 
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BLENDED  FELLOWSHIP  NEWS 


Much  progress  has  been  made  at  Blended  Fellowship  Mission  as  work  con- 
tinues on  renovation  of  the  facility.  Walls  have  been  erected  for  Sunday  School 
classrooms,  bathrooms,  and  a  kitchen.  Sheetrock  is  in  place,  most  of  the  paint- 
ing is  completed,  and  the  electrical  work  is  mostly  finished.  Installation  of 
heat  and  air  systems  is  near  completion.  We  thank  God  for  the  support  we 
have  received  from  His  people  through  giving  donations  of  materials  and 
volunteer  labor.  There  is  growing  excitement  about  the  many  ways  God  will 
use  this  facility.  We  do,  however,  appreciate  your  prayers  as  we  are  nearing 
the  90-day  "temporary  power"  deadline  and  are  still  between  $6,000  and 
$10,000  short  of  what  is  needed  to  complete  the  project.  The  exact  amount  will 


$10,000  short  of  what  is  needed  to  complete  the  project.  The  exact  amount  will  mmmmm. mmmgm^^mt 
depend  on  how  much  donated  materials  and /or  labor  is  received.  We  have  Laying  tile  in  the  kitchen. 

full  confidence  the  Lord  will  finish  the  work  He  has  begun. 


Pastor  Dean  Kennedy  and  members  from  Haymount  Church  helping  with  painting.         out  the  new  doors. 


SPRING  HILL  YOUTH  NEWS 

by  Sheila  Herring 

The  youth  of  Spring  Hill  Church  have  been  very  busy  recently!  One  fun  activity 
that  was  enjoyed  by  all  was  when  they  visited  Free  Gospel  Church  at  Shines  Cross- 
roads to  be  entertained  by  "Whitle  Do"  the  clown.  "Whitle  Do"  has  a  full-time 
gospel  clown  ministry.  He  taught  many  Bible  lessons  through  his  clown  antics. 
The  young  at  heart  enjoyed  the  program  almost  as  much  as  the  youth! 

We  also  enjoyed  a  visit  to  Antioch  Presbyterian  Church  to  see  the  youth  drama 
team  called  "Outloud."  They  are  from  the  Princeton  United  Methodist  Church. 
This  is  a  mime  drama  team.  They  performed  many  skits  that  represented  the  tri- 
als Jesus  went  through  as  He  was  crucified.  It  was  a  very  moving  experience. 
Later  one  of  our  youth  said  it  made  her  stop  and  think  about  what  Christ  really 
endured. 

The  youth  have  also  been  ice  skating  a  couple  of  times  recently!  Our  youth 
found  out  that  our  Preacher,  Steve  Norris,  is  a  pretty  cool  pastor!  He  skated  around 
the  rink  with  the  best  of  them!  We  only  saw  him  mop  up  the  floor  twice! 

For  our  Easter  program,  we  chose  to  present  "A  Jellybean  Easter."  This  taught 
us  the  meaning  of  each  jellybean  color:  red  is  for  the  blood  He  gave,  green  is  for 
the  grass  that  was  created,  yellow  is  for  the  sun  so  bright,  orange  is  for  the  sunset, 
black  is  for  the  sins  of  humankind,  white  is  for  His  pure  life,  purple  is  for  His  hour 
of  sorrow,  and  pink  is  for  a  new  tomorrow.  The  children  reminded  the  church  that 
each  time  they  eat  a  jellybean  to  remember  what  its  color  represents. 

We  plan  to  do  many  more  activities  in  2004! 


PLAQUE 
PRESENTED 


Roy  T.  Forrest,  left,  presented  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Flowers  of  Little 
Creek  Church,  Ayden,  NC,  with  a 
plaque  on  Easter  Sunday  honoring 
them  for  the  twenty-five  years  they 
have  served  the  church  with  leader- 
ship and  dedication. 
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Dr.  Pepper 
Worthington 
Circuit  Writer 


Rev.  Michael 

Warning 
Circuit  Artist 


Editor's  Note:  The  Rev.  Michael 
Warning  and  Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 
are  acting  as  circuit  witnesses  to  our 
church  life  across  the  denomination. 
Mr.  Warning's  pen  and  ink  sketch  and 
Dr.  Worthington's  account  of  a  Sunday 
service  hope  to  awaken  a  new  interest 
in  what  is  going  on  in  our  churches 
across  the  denomination.  Each  issue  of 
The  Free  Will  Baptist  in  2004  will 
feature  a  church  visited  by  our  circuit 
witnesses. 


People  from  all  over  eastern  North 
Carolina  came  to  celebrate  a  night  of 
music  in  Rodgers  Chapel  at  Mount 
Olive  College.  Two  great  works  were 
performed — Carl  Maria  von  Weber's 
Clarinet  Quintet  and  Camille  Saint- 
Saens's  Carnival  of  the  Animals. 

Clarinet  Quintet  in 
B-flat  Major,  Opus  34 

Carl  Maria  von  Weber  (1786- 
1826)  wrote  this  extraordinary  piece 
for  a  famous  nineteenth-century 
clarinetist,  Baermann.  The  clarinet  is 
at  the  center  of  the  composition  and 
Kevin  Kaufman  gave  a  poignant  per- 
formance with  his  clarinet.  The  four 
movements  of  the  musical  composi- 
tion gave  Kaufman  a  chance  to  move 
from  smooth  melodies  to  sad  tones 
to  rapid  minuets.  The  violins  came  in 
strong  with  the  final  roundo  move- 
ment. 

The  Carnival  of  the  Animals 

Camille  Saint-Saens  (1835-1921) 
wrote  his  musical  composition,  The 
Carnival  of  the  Animals,  as  a  light- 
hearted  tribute  to  animals  children 
love  and  know.  Poet  Ogden  Nash 
(1902-1971)  captured  the  flavor  of  the 
animals  in  poems,  adding  a  literary 
humor  to  the  performance.  Dorothy 


Whitley  read  Nash's  poetic  commen- 
tary about  the  animals  with  the  small 
ensemble  following  her  dramatic  pre- 
sentation with  the  musical  rendition. 
Among  the  animals  introduced  in 
this  celebrative  carnival  were  lions, 
chickens,  roosters,  wild  donkeys,  tor- 
toises, elephants,  kangaroos,  cuckoos, 
birds,  fossils,  and  swans. 

The  musical  ensemble  included 
Pam  Kelly  and  Sherry  Buchheit  (vio- 
lins), Jonathan  Simonson  (viola),  Phil 
Warren  (cello),  Bryan  Shaw  (bass), 


Dr.  Alan 
Armstrong 
plays  the  piano 
during  the 
celebration  of 
music  in 
Rodgers  Chapel. 


Night  shot  of 
Rodgers  Chapel  at 
Mount  Olive 
College. 


Denise  Flint  (flute),  Kevin  Kaufman 
(clarinet),  Aaryn  Fazakerly  (xylo- 
phone), Alan  Armstrong  and  Johanna 
Nelso  (pianos). 


Endowed  Musical  Celebration 

This  special  evening  of  musical  cel- 
ebration at  Rogers  Chapel  was  made 
possible  in  part  by  a  generous  gift 
from  the  W.  Burkette  and  Rose  M. 
Raper  Endowed  Fund  for  Sacred  and 
Classical  Music. 
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Pam  Kelly  (violin  1),  Sherry 
Buchheit  (violin  2),  Jonathan 
Simonson  (viola),  Kevin 
Kaufman  (clarinet),  and  Alan 
Armstrong  (cello)  performed 
Carl  Maria  von  Weber's 
Clarinet  Quintet. 


The  Bible  Bookstores 

of  Ayden,  Kinston,  New  Bern 
Now  Offering 
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Ask  for  all  the  details!  Some  Exclusions  Apply 


Ayden  Bible 
&  Bookstore 

3928  Lee  Street  •  P.O.  Box  159 
•  Ayden,  Nortb  Carolina 

252-746-6128 
800-849-3927 

Kinston  Bible 
&  Bookstore 

123  North  Queen  Street 
Kinston,  North  Carolina 

252-527-2843 

Mew  Bern  Bible 
&  Bookstore 

Glenburnie  Plaza 
New  Bern,  North  Carolina 

252-638-6193 


E-mail  orders  or  questions  to  cliff@fwbpress.com  / 
faye@fwbpress.com 


u  1  " 


Beginning  with  the  January  2005 
issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist, 

the  advertising  rates  listed  below  will  take  effect.These 
charges  will  apply  to  any  announcements,  coming  event 
listings,  invitations,  and  registration  forms.  There  is  no 
charge  for  article  submissions.  If  you  have  any  questions, 
contact  the  editor  at  (800)  849-3927  ext.  227  or  by 
e-mail  at  <editor@fwbpress.com>. 


Display  Ads 


1/8 

page  = 

=  $10 

1/4 

page  = 

=  $15 

1/3 

page  = 

=  $20 

1/2 

page  = 

=  $25 

2/3 

page  = 

=  $30 

3/4 

page  = 

=  $35 

Full 

page  = 

=  $40 

Churches  &  Ministry  Positions  =  $10 
Personal  Information  Changes  =  Free 


These  rates  are  for  first-time  runs.  Additional  consecu- 
tive runs  are  half-price  (of  equal  or  lesser  size). 

The  printing  of  ads  is  contingent  on  the  availability  of 
space.  We  reserve  the  right  to  condense  space  as  neces- 
sary. You  will  be  charged  only  for  the  actual  size  used. 


SUBMISSION  DEADLINE  INFORMATION 
FOR  ARTICLES  AND  ADVERTISING 

The  deadline  for  submissions  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist  is 
the  5th  day  of  the  month  prior  to  publication.  (Example: 
Items  to  be  published  in  a  January  issue  must  be  in  no 
later  than  trie  5th  day  of  December.)  You  may  submit 
items  by  any  of  the  following  methods: 

•  E-mail  to  <editor@fwbpress.com>, 

•  Fax  to  (252)  746-9248,  Attn:  Editor, 

•  Hand  deliver,  or 

•  Mail  to:  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

PO  Box  159 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 


*no  phone-in  or  handwritten  information  will  be 
accepted!  All  material  must  be  typewritten! 
*plctures  are  not  returned  unless  there  is  an  ap- 
PROPRIATE SELF-ADDRESSED  stamped  envelope  included! 


Submissions  for  Personal  Information  Changes  will  be  run 
for  2  months  only. 


happv 
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Churches  6  Ministry 
Positions  Available 


Hickory  Chapel  Church,  Ahoskie,  is  in  the  process  of  looking 
for  a  full-time  minister.  Persons  interested  in  this  position  may 
call  (252)  332-2700  or  send  resumes  to  Sara  Parker,  542  NC 
561  E.,  Ahoskie,  NC  27910. 

The  Reverend  Jack  Weathersby,  is  available  for  supply,  fill- 
in,  interim,  or  full-time  pastoral  services  and  revivals  in  Pitt 
and  adjacent  counties.  You  may  contact  him  at  (252)  756-7777. 

Richard  Whitman,  licensed  minister  and  called  by  God,  is 
available  for  ministry,  revivals,  fill-ins,  evangelism,  or  as  God 
leads.  He  may  be  contacted  either  by  phone  at  (910)  897-3364 
or  by  e-mail  at  <rwhitman@intrstar.net>. 

The  Reverend  Ronnie  Drake,  is  available  for  interim,  pulpit, 
supply,  or  revivals.  You  may  contact  him  at  (252)  729-1765  or 
(252)  671-9405. 

Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Central  Conference,  has  begun  the 
search  for  a  part-time  Youth  Director.  Persons  interested  in 
this  position  may  call  Linda  Taylor  at  (252)  717-5996  or  send 
resumes  to  Pleasant  Hill  OFWB  Church,  Search  Committee, 
8539  Hwy  43  S.,  Grimesland,  NC  27837. 


Personal  InEORMflTion  Giahces 


The  Reverend  Calvin  A.  Heath 
4995  Princeton- Kenly  Rd. 
Kenly,  NC  27542 
Home:  (919)  284-9076 
Office:  (919)  284-5192 


There  have  been  many 
changes  for  the  better  in 
years  past  and  some 

people  have  been 
against  all  of  them. 


DUKE  UNIVERSITY  5/22/2006 
PERKINS  LIBRARY 
SERIAL  DEPARTMENT 
DURHAM  NC  27706 


Quality  Church  Furnishings,  fioon  Cove-flings,  anv  Church  Equipment 


Cushions  +  Pew  Padding 
Re-upholstery  +  Chairs  +  Church  Pews 
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Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul:  and  all  that  is 
within  me,  bless  his  holy  name  (Psalm  103:1). 


We  Need  Some  Help  From  You! 

by  Darren  E.  Davenport,  Editor 


What  can  we  do  to  add  more  appeal  to  The  Free  Will 
Baptist — the  news  magazine  for  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists?  How  can  we  encourage  more  people  to  want  to 
see  what's  going  on  around  and  among  our  people? 

Maybe  we're  not  offering  enough  for  our   

readers.  If  that  is  the  case,  we'd  like  to  make 
some  changes.  We  need  some  help  from 
you  to  fix  this! 

Again,  we  are  beginning  a  new  section 
entitled  "Letters  to  the  Editor"  or  "Readers 
Respond."  This,  of  course  will  require  input 
from  you,  our  readers.  If  there  are  things  — 
you'd  like  to  say,  let  us  hear  from  you.  If  you'd  like  to 
respond  to  an  article  or  an  editorial  that  has  been 
published,  we  encourage  you  to  do  so.  Do  keep  in  mind 
that,  above  all,  we  want  to  keep  Christ  and  integrity  in 
everything  we  do,  but  do  speak  freely  and  not  in 
anonimity. 

There  are  some  other  ideas  for  columns  that  I'd  like  to 
bring  to  your  attention.  Some  of  them  include 


"Perspective,"  "Church  Growth  Strategies,"  "Youth  Beat," 
"Inside  the  Nest,"  "News  Bites,"  and  "Senior  Moments." 
These  are  just  some  ideas — but  we  need  contributors.  We 
need  people  who  will  help  us  by  writing  regularly  or  from 
time  to  time  in  these  different  areas. 

Do  you  have  any  ideas?  Would  you  like 
to  help  us?  If  so,  I  would  be  glad  to  hear 
from  you.  Please  call,  write,  or  e-mail  me  at 
any  time.  You  can  reach  me  by  any  of  these 
different  ways: 

Phone  —  (800)  849-3927  ext.  227 
E-mail  —  editor@fwbpress.com 
Mail  —  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Attn:  Editor 
3928  Lee  Street 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 
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Our  Greatest  Memorial  Day 

by  C.  hi.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus 


The  timing  could  not  have  been  better — the  dedica- 
tion of  the  World  War  II  Memorial  in  Washington,  D.C. 
and  the  Memorial  Day  Celebration  on  May  31.  Like 
many  other  Americans,  I  spent  some  time  watching  the 
festivities  and  celebrations  on  TV,  and  I  watched  with  a 
feeling  of  sadness  that  was  coupled  with  a  deep  sense 
of  pride.  It  is  indeed  sad  to  realize  that  the  "greatest  gen- 
eration," as  Tom  Brokaw  refers  to  them  in  his  recently 
published  book,  is  passing  from  life's  scene  at  the  rate 
of  about  1100  each  day.  These  are  the  ones  who  fought 
and  sacrificed  to  secure  the  freedoms 
we  enjoy.  It  was  a  united  effort  as  all 
Americans  did  their  part,  both  in  our 
homeland  and  on  the  battlefields. 
With  sadness  and  tears  we  watched 
the  World  War  II  veterans  recall  their 
terrible  war  experiences,  of  the  death 
and  suffering  that  surrounded  them, 
as  tears  slowly  rolled  down  their  cheeks.  Once  again,  I 
recalled  the  uncertainty  of  those  days,  when  so  many  of 
our  young  men  were  drafted  into  military  service,  not 
knowing  what  each  day  would  bring.  All  families  were 
affected  in  one  way  or  another.  (My  brother,  Quentin, 
was  wounded  while  serving  in  France  and  later  received 
a  purple  heart.  Six  of  my  cousins  also  served  during 
those  war  years.) 

Sadness,  yes.  Yet,  there  is  always  a  deep  feeling  of 
pride  as  we  are  reminded  of  a  time  when  patriotism  was 


at  its  highest,  when  approximately  16  million  of  our  young 
men  and  women  "went  to  war"  with  a  willingness  to  pay 
the  supreme  sacrifice  to  defeat  the  enemies  who  were  de- 
termined to  conquer  the  world. 

In  an  editorial  in  the  July,  2000  issue  of  The  Free  Will 
Baptist,  I  wrote  about  the  WWII  Memorial,  how  it  would 
honor  all  those  who  wore  a  military  uniform  and  how  it 
would  say  to  the  present  generation  and  those  who  fol- 
low, "Learn  about  and  remember  those  who  sacrificed  for 
the  freedom  we  still  cherish  and  enjoy." 

The  Memorial  was  authorized  by 
Congress  in  1993.  Construction  began 
in  September  2001  after  several  years 
of  fundraising  and  public  hearings. 
The  official  dedication  covered  four 
days.  The  174  million  dollar  memo- 
rial was  funded  almost  entirely  by 
private  donations. 
I  hope  to  visit  the  Memorial  before  too  long.  After  view- 
ing a  documentary  concerning  its  design  and  construc- 
tion, seeing  it  is  a  must.  Its  location  on  the  National  Mall 
in  Washington,  between  the  Lincoln  Memorial  and  the 
Washington  Monument,  gives  it  a  beautiful  and  promi- 
nent location. 

Let  us  pray  that  America  will  never  forget  the  sacrifices 
of  these  fallen  heroes,  not  only  the  WWII  heroes,  but  those 
of  all  wars  who  defended  the  cause  of  liberty. 


Life: 


THE  TOTAL  EXPERIENCE 


(This  message  ivas  delivered  by  The  Reverend  JeffDaughtry  at  the  Commencement  Worship  Service  at  Mount  Olive  College  on  Saturday,  May  8,  2004. 
Jeff  and  Wanda  Daughtry  are  both  graduates  ofMOC;  their  daughter,  Joy,  graduated  magna  cum  laude  that  afternoon;  and  their  son,  Daniel,  served  as 
College  Marshall  representing  the  Junior  class.) 

Over  290  students  were  graduated  at  Mount 
Olive  College's  Spring  Commencement  in  May. 
Robert  J.  Greczyn,  CEO  of  Blue  Cross  Blue 
Shield  of  North  Carolina,  delivered  the  keynote 
address. 

In  his  speech,  Greczyn  urged  students  to  love 
what  they  decided  to  do  and  to  dream  big.  "Each 
one  of  you  is  fulfilling  many  dreams  today.  Your 
dreams,  your  parents'  dreams,  and  the  Ameri- 
can dream,"  he  stated. 

Including  the  diplomas  that  were  issued  in 
December,  the  College  graduated  570  students 
during  the  2003-2004  academic  year. 


Congratulations  Class  of  2004! 
Doesn't  that  sound  good?  You  have 
worked  hard  to  hear  those  words. 
Congratulations!  I  feel  that  I  should 
be  in  the  "Class  of  2004."  You  see,  I 
came  to  work  at  Mount  Olive  College 
in  the  fall  of  2000. 

At  graduation  last  spring,  the  par- 
ents of  a  graduate  were  trying  to  take 
some  pictures.  The  mother  was  tak- 
ing a  photo  of  her  graduating  son  with 
his  father.  They  were  just  standing 
there  enduring  another  photo.  She 
said,  "Look  natural.  Son,  put  your  arm 
around  your  dad  and  put  your  hand 
on  his  shoulder."  The  father  an- 
swered, "If  you  want  it  to  look  natu- 
ral, he  should  put  his  hand  in  my 
pocket." 

Parents,  spouses  and  family  mem- 
bers, "Congratulations"  to  you,  also. 
Graduation — It's  an  exciting  time! 


The  Reverend  Jeff  Daughtry 
delivered  the  Commencement 
Worship  Service  address  at 
Mount  Olive  College's  50th  an- 
nual spring  commencement  in 
May.  Persons  on  the  program 
from  left  to  right:  Dr.  Greg  Day, 
campus  minister;  Jean  Ackiss, 
director  of  church  support; 
Alesia  Wooten,  Student  Gov- 
ernment Association  senior 
class  president;  and  Mr.  Jeff 
Daughtry. 


How  many  times  have  you  said, 
"I  can't  wait  until  I  graduate,  then... 
"I  will  make  my  own  money." 
"I  will  do  what  I  want." 
"I  will  go  where  I  want." 
"I  will  buy  what  I  want." 

Guess  what?  Today  is  the  day!  You 
can  do  whatever  you  choose.  You  are 
free!  But  with  freedom  comes 
responsibility.  True  freedom  is  having 
the  opportunity  to  do  what  is  right. 

Psalm  117  is  the  shortest  chapter  in 
the  Bible.  Psalm  119  is  the  longest 
chapter.  Psalm  118,  between  the  short- 
est chapter  and  the  longest  chapter,  is 
the  center  chapter  of  the  Bible.  There 
are  594  chapters  before  Psalm  118  and 
594  chapters  after  Psalm  118.  Add  594 
and  594;  the  total  is  1188.  The  center 
verse  of  the  Bible  is  Psalm  118:8,  which 
says,  "It  is  better  to  trust  in  the  Lord 
than  to  put  confidence  in  man."  The 


center  verse  of  the  Bible  says,  "trust 
in  the  Lord...."  Do  you  believe  that  is 
coincidence?  I  am  sure  God  was  at  the 
center  of  that.  If  you  want  to  be  in  the 
center  of  God's  will,  trust  in  God. 

Gravitation  is  the  force  that  pulls  all 
objects  toward  one  another.  It  keeps 
the  moon  in  orbit  around  the  Earth 
and  keeps  the  Earth  and  the  other 
planets  of  the  solar  system  in  orbit 
around  the  sun  in  perfect  order.  We 
never  have  to  worry  about  them 
crashing  into  one  another.  They  each 
know  their  place  and  remain  in  place. 

On  this  campus,  the  academic  pro- 
gram (classroom  building  and  library) 
is  to  the  north  and  the  student  devel- 
opment (dorms,  athletics,  and  dining 
hall)  is  to  the  south.  The  chapel,  in 
which  we  are  now  worshiping,  is  at 
the  center  of  the  campus.  It  did  not 
happen  by  accident;  it  is  that  way  by 
design.  While  a  student,  if  you  stud- 
ied at  the  proper  time  and  ate,  slept, 
and  played  at  the  right  time,  you  had 
a  good  college  experience  and  made 
the  best  grades  you  were  capable  of 
making.  Rodgers  Chapel  is  at  the  cen- 
ter of  campus,  symbolic  of  God  being 
at  the  center  of  our  lives. 

In  our  relationship  with  God,  if  He 
is  at  the  center,  every  part  of  our  lives 
will  be  in  perfect  order  and  in  the 
proper  priority.  But  it  will  not  happen 
by  accident.  There  must  be  a  conscious 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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decision  to  make  God  the  center  at- 
traction of  our  lives  that  keeps  every- 
thing else  in  proper  perspective. 

You  may  be  familiar  with  Starbucks 
Coffee.  Starbucks  opened  1,200  stores 
in  2003  and  plans  to  open  1,300  in 
2004.  With  the  addition  of  these  2,500, 
there  will  be  8,500  Starbucks.  In  a  re- 
cent article  about  the  large  number  of 
openings,  CEO  Orlin  Smith  said  that 
Starbucks  must  "never  become  better 
at  opening  stores  than  operating 
them."  It  would  be  easy  and  exciting 
to  concentrate  on  new  markets  and 
opening  new  stores,  but  stores  already 
open  may  not  get  the  attention  they 
need  to  operate  efficiently.  That  would 
be  disaster  for  the  Company — all  the 
time  and  money  invested  in  opening 
a  store  only  to  neglect  it  a  few  years 
later.  It  costs  much  less  to  keep  cus- 
tomers than  to  attract  new  ones. 

Starbucks'  mission  statement  is  to 
"Establish  Starbucks  as  the  premier 
purveyor  to  the  finest  coffee  in  the 
world  while  maintaining  our  uncom- 
promising principles  while  we  grow." 

Their  website  states  that  the  follow- 
ing six  guiding  principles  will  help 
them  measure  the  appropriateness  of 
their  decisions: 

(1)  Provide  a  great  work  environ- 
ment and  treat  each  other  with  respect 
and  dignity. 

(2)  Embrace  diversity  as  an  essen- 
tial component  in  the  way  we  do  busi- 
ness. 

(3)  Apply  the  highest  standards  of 
excellence  to  the  purchasing,  roasting 
and  fresh  delivery  of  our  coffee. 

(4)  Develop  enthusiastically  satis- 
fied customers  all  of  the  time. 

(5)  Contribute  positively  to  our 
communities  and  our  environment. 

(6)  Recognize  that  profitability  is  es- 
sential to  our  future  success." 

Before  the  company  makes  any  de- 
cision they  ask,  "Will  this  decision 
help  us  achieve  our  mission  without 
jeopardizing  our  principles?" 

During  the  last  twelve  years,  sales 
have  increased  at  least  five  percent  an- 
nually. Starbucks  net  income  is  only 
six  cents  on  every  dollar  of  sales. 
Those  nickels  stacked  up  to  4  billion 
dollars  last  year. 

When  asked  about  the  high  cost  of 


a  cup  of  Starbucks  Coffee  compared 
to  a  cup  of  coffee  at  fast  food  restau- 
rants, Mr.  Smith  responded,  "We  pro- 
vide a  total  coffee  experience — not  just 
a  cup  of  coffee."  The  Starbucks  expe- 
rience. 

Life  is  a  total  experience.  It  is  not 
just  work,  family,  play,  or  school. 
Every  area  of  life  must  work  together 
to  make  the  whole.  It  is  a  total  experi- 
ence. Our  principles  about  life  will  de- 
termine if  we  trust  in  God  and  make 
Him  the  center  gravitational  pull  in 
our  life  or  if  we  put  our  confidence  in 
man.  I  encourage  you  to  trust  in  God; 
let  Him  be  first  in  your  life.  As  every 
part  of  the  solar  system  rotates  around 
the  sun  in  proper  order,  if  God  is  the 
center  of  your  life,  every  area  of  your 
life  (your  spouse,  children,  church, 
work,  school,  hobbies)  will  revolve 
around  the  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  and  will 
remain  on  track  in  perfect  order.  Your 
life  will  not  be  perfect,  but  it  will  be 
more  meaningful  and  useful.  Life  js  a 
total  experience. 

At  Mount  Olive  College  you  had 
the  opportunity  of  a  "Total  Education 
Experience."  Academically,  you  were 
not  taught  how  to  perform  a  specific 
trade.  The  reason  is  that  your  first  job 
will  probably  be  different  than  your 
occupation  when  you  retire.  It  is  un- 
fair to  ask  a  child  in  kindergarten, 
"What  do  you  want  to  be  when  you 
grow  up?"  The  job  that  child  will  have 
has  not  been  invented  yet.  Things  are 
changing  at  such  a  rapid  pace.  If  you 
were  a  traditional  student,  you  prob- 
ably never  heard  the  word  "COBOL 
(Common  Business  Oriented  Lan- 
guage)." The  computer  industry  has 
changed  so  much  over  the  last  twenty- 
five  years. 

You  were  not  taught  how  to  per- 
form a  specific  job,  but  you  were 
taught  to  learn  and  how  to  learn;  to 
open  your  mind  to  researching  a  topic 
and  drawing  conclusions  that  will  en- 
able you  to  plan  a  strategy  and  then 
to  work  your  plan.  That  education  is 
timely  and  timeless.  It  will  work  in 
every  situation. 

At  Mount  Olive  College,  you  had 
the  opportunity  of  the  best  academic 
education.  I  have  that  much  confi- 
dence in  the  faculty.  You  had  the  op- 
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portunity  of  growing  academically. 

You  also  had  the  opportunity  of 
growing  in  your  Christian  life.  Mount 
Olive  College  is  a  Christian  college. 
That  means  opportunities  for  Chris- 
tian growth,  such  as  chapel  on  Tues- 
days, Bible  studies  and  small  groups, 
and  times  to  seek  God. 

You  learned  by  observing  profes- 
sors, administration,  and  staff.  I  re- 
member as  a  student  observing 
Christ's  presence  in  the  lives  of  those 
who  taught  religion  (of  course  you 
would  expect  that  of  religion  profes- 
sors). But  I  also  saw  it  in  my  science, 
business,  history,  and  English  profes- 
sors as  well.  I  actually  spent  more  time 
outside  of  class  with  my  college  alge- 
bra professor  learning  from  and  ob- 
serving Christianity  at  work  through 
a  singing  group  called  "The  New  Cre- 
ations." I  saw  evidence  of  the  Chris- 
tian walk  in  a  specific  secretary,  and 
from  the  admissions  office  (especially 
the  one  who  recruited  me).  I  wit- 
nessed this  walk  from  the  ladies  in  the 
business  office,  even  though  they  al- 
ways said  I  owed  more  than  I 
thought — and  from  the  ladies  in  the 
cafeteria.  By  the  way,  there  is  a  lady 
in  the  cafeteria  [who]  comes  in  early 
every  Monday  to  make  sure  the  tables 
are  clean  for  the  students  after  the 
weekend.  She  refers  to  students  as 
"my  children."  Others  who  influenced 
my  learning  as  I  observed  them  were 
the  president,  who  invited  me  into  his 
office  because  he  cared  about  me, 
those  who  worked  in  the  library,  the 
couple  that  served  as  my  dorm  coun- 
selors, and  a  registrar,  who,  while  re- 
viewing grades,  asked  me,  "Jeff,  what 
happened  this  semester?" 

Many  of  these  people  never  talked 
to  me  about  God,  but  Christ  was  evi- 
dent in  their  lives.  I  felt  they  all  cared 
about  me,  some  prayed  for  me  and 
with  me;  they  spent  time  with  me,  and 
they  all  encouraged  me  to  do  my  best. 

I  hope  that  you  are  closer  to  Jesus 
Christ  today  than  you  were  when  you 
began  your  education  at  Mount  Olive 
College.  I  hope  that  you  are  closer  to 
Jesus  Christ  today  because  of  Mount 
Olive  College. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


Some  of  the  best  years  of  my  life 
were  spent  on  this  campus.  I  will 
never  forget  the  people  I  met.  Today, 
my  best  friends  are  the  ones  I  made 
while  at  Mount  Olive  College.  We  met 
at  Mount  Olive  College,  and  we  also 
met  our  wives  here.  We  continue  to 
maintain  our  friendships  and  encour- 
age each  other.  Treasure  the  friend- 
ships you  made  here  and  do  not  for- 
get them,  but  continue  to  nurture 
them. 

During  these  college  years,  you 
have  made  decisions,  some  decisions 
that  will  affect  the  rest  of  your  life.  I 
hope  you  have  found  the  place  in 
God's  big  world  that  He  has  chosen 
for  you.  Know  that  your  place  in 
God's  world  may  change  over  the 
years.  Constantly  seek  God's  direc- 
tion, because  over  time,  He  may  lead 
you  in  several  different  directions.  Re- 
member Psalm  118:8:  "It  is  better  to 


trust  in  the  Lord  than  to  place  confi- 
dence in  man." 

Perhaps  you  have  heard  the  story 
of  the  preacher  who  saved  enough 
money  to  buy  a  few  inexpensive  acres 
of  land  with  a  little  rundown  farm- 
house. It  was  a  sad  picture  of  years  of 
neglect.  During  his  spare  time  and  his 
vacations,  the  preacher  rolled  up  his 
sleeves  and  hauled  off  the  junk,  re- 
paired the  fence,  pulled  out  the 
stumps,  and  planted  new  trees.  He 
renovated  the  old  house  with  a  new 
roof,  new  windows,  and  fresh  paint. 
It  took  several  years  to  complete,  but 
finally  as  he  was  painting  the  mailbox 
post,  his  neighbor  walked  over  and 
said,  "Well,  preacher,  looks  like  you 
and  the  Lord  have  done  a  pretty  fine 
job  on  your  place."  Wiping  sweat  from 
his  face,  the  minister  replied,  "Yeah,  I 
suppose  so,  but  you  should  have  seen 


it  when  the  Lord  had  it  all  to  Him- 
self."1 

Even  though  God  could  operate  this 
Earth  completely  alone,  He  has  cho- 
sen to  use  people.  He  has  chosen  you 
for  a  specific  purpose.  Find  your  pur- 
pose and  do  it  the  very  best  you  can! 
Make  a  difference  in  this  world  by  fol- 
lowing God  and  fulfilling  your  God- 
given  purpose. 

You  can  be  in  only  one  of  two 
places: 

(1)  In  God's  will — there  is  no  better 
and  happier  place  to  be;  or 

(2)  Out  of  God's  will — there  is  no 
worse  and  more  uncomfortable  place 
to  be. 

Congratulations  Class  of  2004!  Go 
and  do  something  great! 


'Swindoll,  Charles.  Laugh  Again.  Nashville: 
Word,  1991. 


MINISTERIAL  ASSOCIATION  TAKES 
HISTORIC  STEP  TOWARD  EXPANDED 
PROGRAM  OF  EDUCATION  FOR  MINISTERS 


The  Ministerial  Association  of  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptists  has  called  for  a 
seminary  program  that  would  offer  a 
master's  degree  for  pastors  and  others 
preparing  for  Christian  vocations.  A 
proposal  for  this  purpose  was  unani- 
mously approved  by  the  Association  at 
its  business  session  on  May  18  during 
the  2004  Minister's  Conference  at 
Cragmont  Assembly. 

In  presenting  the  proposal  on  behalf 
of  a  number  of  interested  ministers,  Dr. 
W.  Burkette  Raper,  president  of  Mount 
Olive  College  1954-1995,  observed  that 
the  vision  of  a  seminary  was  rooted  in 
the  founding  of  the  College.  He  quoted 
from  the  original  articles  of  incorpora- 
tion which  were  filed  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  North  Carolina  on  No- 
vember 27,  1951.  Included  in  the  ar- 
ticles were  the  following  objectives: 

(A)  To  organize,  maintain  and  conduct 
a  Junior  College  wherein  students  may  ob- 
tain two  years  of. .  .college  education. 

(B)  To  organize  and  conduct  a  seminary 


by  W.  Burkette  Raper 

in  connection  with  said  Junior  College  for 
the  purpose  of  training  Free  Will  Baptist 
preachers,  and  others. 

Comments 

A  large  number  of  ministers  rose 
spontaneously  to  express  their  support 
of  the  proposal,  including  the  Rev. 
David  C.  Hansley,  whose  father,  the 
Rev.  David  W.  Hansley,  was  the  found- 
ing chair  of  the  College  Board  of  Trust- 
ees. Representative  of  the  comments 
were  those  from  the  following  minis- 
ters. 

The  Reverend  Earl  H.  Glenn: 

"Those  of  us  who  served  on  the  first 
Board  of  Trustees  for  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege envisioned  the  time  when  we 
would  have  our  own  seminary.  Al- 
though we  knew  that  it  was  not  feasible 
at  the  beginning,  it  was  deeply  in- 
grained in  our  hearts  and  minds  that 
eventually  a  seminary  would  become 
a  reality.  As  the  only  surviving  mem- 


ber of  that  first  Board  of  Trustees,  I  am 
confident  that  each  board  member 
would  have  given  one  hundred  per 
cent  approval." 

The  Reverend  Frank  R.  Harrison: 

"I  believe  this  resolution  is  as  historic 
for  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  as  was  the  original  motion  in 
1951  to  establish  a  college  for  Free  Will 
Baptists.  This  is  the  continuing  dream 
of  our  ministers  and  lay  leaders  who 
more  than  a  century  ago  founded  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
which  later  grew  into  Eureka  College. 
From  the  ashes  of  that  institution  was 
the  birthing  of  Mount  Olive  College. 

"Any  institution  or  organization  will 
survive  only  so  long  as  it  has  capable 
and  visionary  leadership.  It  is  impera- 
tive for  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  to 
have  such  leadership  if  we  are  to  sur- 
vive in  the  future  as  a  viable  'people  of 
God.'  Our  Church  stands  in  a  great  and 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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historic  tradition,  dating  from  the  early 
1600s  known  as  General  Baptists  in 
England,  but  without  a  well  educated 
leadership  rooted  in  the  Christian  faith 
and  the  holy  Scriptures,  our  faith  and 
our  future  can  disappear  into  the  sun- 
set of  time,  to  be  lost  forever." 

Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt: 

"Although  I  was  ordained  as  a  Free 
Will  Baptist  minister  after  completing 
only  two  years  of  college,  it  never  oc- 
curred to  me  that  I  shouldn't  enroll  in 
a  seminary  or  divinity  school  upon 
graduation  with  a  baccalaureate  de- 
gree. My  experience  in  the  pastorate 
convinced  me  that  a  theological  edu- 
cation was  not  only  desirable  but  also 
a  necessity  if  I  wished  to  develop  the 
gifts  within  me  for  service  to  Christ  and 
the  church.  I,  therefore,  feel  strongly 
that  the  decision  to  enter  Duke  Divin- 


ity School  fifty-one  years  ago  was  one 
of  the  most  important  decisions  of  my 
life. 

"Just  as  Mount  Olive  College  has 
made  it  possible  for  more  pastors  and 
laypersons  in  our  churches  to  obtain  a 
college  education,  this  new  program 
will  be  a  great  leap  forward  toward 
providing  graduate  education  for  min- 
istry in  our  denomination." 

The  Reverend  Doug  Skinner: 

"1  graduated  from  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege in  1972  with  an  associate's  degree, 
the  only  degree  offered  by  the  College 
at  that  time.  Therefore,  I  was  very  glad 
when  Mount  Olive  become  a  four-year 
college.  Now,  I  am  excited  about  the 
possibility  of  the  development  of  a  fully 
accredited  seminary  sponsored  by  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  where  our 
ministers  and  others  can  further  their 


education  and  become  better  equipped 
to  serve  the  Lord  and  our  churches." 

The  Reverend  Fred  Baker: 

"Continuing  our  education  is  one  of 
the  greatest  needs  facing  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  ministers.  We  can  take  our 
churches  to  the  next  level  only  through 
the  knowledge  of  the  Word  and  the 
empowerment  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  This 
is  a  dream  and  a  need  whose  time  has 
come.  We  must  seize  the  moment." 

Dr.  Robert  MuUiolland  (Professor  at 
Asbury  Seminary  and  guest  lecturer 
at  the  2004  Minister's  Conference):  "I 
think  the  proposal  is  a  great  idea.  It 
would  be  wonderful  if  the  Lord 
would  raise  up  a  solid  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Seminary  at  Mount  Olive  College. 
May  He  bless  and  guide  you  toward 
that  goal." 


PROPOSAL  FOR  EXPANDED  PROGRAM  OF  EDUCATION  FOR  MINISTERS 

(Below  is  a  copy  in  full  of  the  proposal  approved  by  the  Ministerial  Association.) 

Whereas,  one  of  the  major  reasons  for  which  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  founded  Mount  Olive  College  in 
1951  was  to  provide  educational  opportunities  for  ministers  of  the  Gospel: 

Whereas,  not  withstanding  significant  progress  that  has  been  made  through  the  former  two-year  curriculum  and  the  current 
four-year  curriculum  of  the  College,  there  remains  an  urgent  need  for  an  expanded  and  more  comprehensive  program  of 
study  for  those  called  into  the  ministry,  including  post-baccalaureate  studies;  and 

Whereas,  the  original  charter  of  Mount  Olive  College  envisioned  the  establishing  of  a  seminary; 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved: 

First,  that  the  Ministerial  Association  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  in  session  at  Cragmont  Assembly  on  May  18, 2004,  request 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Mount  Olive 
College  to  jointly  appoint  a  task  force  to  appraise  the  need  and  to  recommend  programs  of  study  that  will  more  ad- 
equately prepare  pastors  and  others  called  to  Christian  vocations  to  fulfill  their  calling: 

Second,  that  the  task  force  investigate  and  evaluate  the  feasibility  of  a  cooperative  arrangement  between  Mount  Olive  College 
and  one  or  more  seminaries  for  post-baccalaureate  study  leading  to  a  master's  degree; 

Third,  that  members  of  the  task  force  include,  but  not  be  limited  to,  the  vice-president  for  academic  affairs  and  representatives 
from  the  department  of  religion  at  Mount  Olive  College  and  boards  of  ordination  of  various  conferences  holding  member- 
ship in  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists;  and 

Fourth,  that  the  task  force  report  its  recommendations  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Mount  Olive  College  and  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  not  later  than  August  31,  2005. 

Submitted  by: 

The  Reverend  Fred  Baker,  president,  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

The  Reverend  Earl  H.  Glenn,  member,  first  Board  of  Trustees,  Mount  Olive  College 

The  Reverend  Doug  Skinner,  president,  Ministerial  Association 

Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president  emeritus,  Mount  Olive  College 

Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt,  chair,  department  of  religion  (1957-1994),  Mount  Olive  College 

Dr.  K.  David  Hines,  chair,  department  of  religion  since  1994,  Mount  Olive  College 

The  Reverend  Jeff  Daughtry,  assistant  director  of  planned  giving,  Mount  Olive  College 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE: 
ONE  COLLEGE,  FIVE  LOCATIONS,  INFINITE  POSSIBILITIES 

Everyone  wants  to  make  a  difference  in  the  world.  Our  graduates  do  just  that  everyday  in  Eastern  North 
Carolina,  from  the  Triangle  to  the  coast.  Each  one  of  them  had  to  start  somewhere... and  they  started  with  us. 

MOC  at  Mount  Olive  Fall  Semester  begins  Wednesday,  August  25 

We  are  now  enrolling  new  freshmen  and  new  transfer  students  for  traditional  college  at  our  Mount  Olive 
location. 

Apply  online  at  <www.moc.edu>  or  contact  Tim  Woodard,  director  of  admissions  at  <twoodard@moc.edu>; 
(919)  658-2502  or  (800)  653-0854. 

MOC  at  Goldsboro  Fall  Semester  begins  Monday,  August  23 

Now  enrolling  students.  Contact  Dr.  Opey  Jeanes  at  (919)  735-5052  or  <ojeanes@moc.edu.>. 

Evening  College  at  Mount  Olive 

Contact  Matt  Green  at  (800)  653-0854  or  <mgreen@moc.edu>. 

•  Saturday,  June  26,  Business  Concentration  Online  for  working  adults  who  want  the  convenience  of  fast-paced, 
online  instruction. 

•  Tuesday,  August  17,  Early  Childhood  Education  degree  completion  program. 

•  Thursday,  September  9,  Management  and  Organizational  Development  degree  completion  program. 

•  Monday,  September  13,  Heritage  Program  for  working  adults  with  little  or  no  college  experience. 

•  Wednesday,  September  22,  Criminal  Justice  Administration  degree  completion  program. 

MOC  at  Research  Triangle  Park 

Contact  Dr.  Robin  Spaide  at  <rspaide@moc.edu>  or  (888)  258-5188. 

•  Wednesday,  August  4,  Management  and  Organizational  Development. 

•  Monday,  August  16,  Heritage  Program. 

•  Tuesday,  August  31,  Early  Childhood  Education. 

•  Thursday,  September  2,  Criminal  Justice  Administration. 

•  Monday,  September  20,  Modular  Religion  Program. 

MOC  at  Wilmington 

Contact  Lisa  Ramsey  or  Danny  Allen  at  (800)  300-7478  or  <lramsey@moc.edu>  and  <dallen@moc.edu>. 

•  Thursday,  August  26,  Heritage  Program  for  working  adults  with  little  or  no  college  experience. 

•  Tuesday,  September  7,  Management  and  Organizational  Development  degree  completion  program. 

•  Wednesday,  October  13,  Criminal  Justice  Administration  degree  completion  program. 

•  Wednesday,  November  3,  Early  Childhood  Education  degree  completion  program. 

MOC  at  New  Bern 

Contact  Dana  Bayliss  at  <dbayliss@moc.edu>  or  at  at  (800)  868-8479. 

•  Wednesday,  August  18,  Management  and  Organizational  Development  degree  completion  program. 

•  Monday,  August  23,  Heritage  Program  for  working  adults  with  little  or  no  college  experience. 

•  Monday,  September  20,  Criminal  Justice  Administration  degree  completion  program. 

•  Tuesday,  September  28,  Early  Childhood  Education  degree  completion  program. 
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CONGRATULATIONS  TO 
THE  MOC  SPRING  2004  GRADUATES 


Pictured  with  their  families  are: 


Joy  Daughtry  of  Westside  Church.  Woodrow  Freeze 

of  First  Church,  Williamston. 


Dale  Belvin  of  Friendly  Chapel  Church. 


George  Futrelle  of  Pleasant  Grove 
Church,  Wayne  County. 


Jessica  Murphy  ofStoney  Creek  Church. 


Tonya  Davis  Pereira,  with  family 
attending  Sidney  Church. 


Emily  and  Jonathan  Skinner 
of  Sherron  Acres  Church. 


Rev.  Aubrey  Williamson  and  Bryan 
Williamson  of  St.  Mary's  Grove  Church. 


Renee 
McPherson  Wright 
of  Beaverdam  Church. 


Graduates  not  pictured:  Sarah 
Crumpler  of  Snow  Hill  Church; 
Vernon  Herring  of  White  Oak  Grove 
Church;  Michael  Lefler  of  Folkstone 
Church;  Exum  Griffin  Jr.,  grandson  of 
the  late  Rev.  J.  C.  Griffin;  Delia  King 
of  Long  Ridge  Church. 


Congratulations 
to  all  these 

2004 
Graduates! 
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DAUGHTRY  RECEIVES  DISTINGUISHED 
DR.  THOMAS  R.  MORRIS  AWARD  FOR 
ACADEMIC  EXCELLENCE  AT  MOC 

Emily  Joy  Daughtry  of  LaGrange  received  the  distinguished  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Morris 
Award  for  Academic  Excellence  at  Mount  Olive  College's  50th  Spring  Commencement 
on  Saturday,  May  8. 

The  $2,000  cash  award  is  given  to  the  baccalaureate  graduate  who  best  exemplifies 
serious  academic  pursuit  and  love  and  breadth  of  learning.  The  award  requires  a  mini- 
mum 3.7  cumulative  grade  point  average  and  exhibited  leadership  in  extracurricular 
activities.  The  recipient  must  have  been  a  full-time  student  and  is  selected  by  a  commit- 
tee of  faculty  members  and  Student  Government  Association  representatives. 

Joy  graduated  with  a  3.87  grade  point  average  at  the  commencement  with  a  bachelor 
of  science  degree  in  accounting.  She  has  served  as  treasurer  of  Phi  Beta  Lambda,  and 
was  recently  recognized  as  a  member  of  Who's  Who  Among  Students  in  American  Univer- 
sities and  Colleges. 

The  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Jeff  and  Wanda  Daughtry,  Joy  is  a  graduate  of  North  Lenoir 
High  School.  She  attends  Westside  Church  in  Kinston. 

Benefactor  of  the  Morris  Award  is  retired  Goldsboro  optometrist,  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Mor- 
ris. A  native  of  Nahunta  in  Wayne  County,  Dr.  Morris  was  raised  in  the  Union  Grove  Church.  A  graduate  of  UNC-Chapel 
Hill,  he  now  resides  in  Wilmington. 


FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  YOUTH 
ESTABLISH  ENDOWMENT 

The  Youth  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists recently  established 
an  Endowed  Scholarship 
Fund  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. The  College  has  been 
the  meeting  place  for  the 
Youth  Convention  for  the 
past  20  years. 

Martha  Parsons,  direc- 
tor of  the  group,  said,  "Each  year  youth  from  the  seven  con- 
ferences across  our  state  choose  a  Free  Will  Baptist  ministry 
as  a  project  for  which  they  raise  money.  This  year's  project 
has  been  the  establishment  of  an  endowed  fund  to  support  a 
yearly  scholarship  for  a  FWB  student  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. We  have  been  thrilled  at  the  outpouring  of  support  pro- 
vided by  o.ur  young  people  to  fund  the  endowment." 

To  be  eligible  for  the  scholarship,  students  must  be  rec- 
ommended by  the  church  in  which  they  hold  membership. 
Ministers  or  students  preparing  for  the  ministry  must  also 
be  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Ordination  of  the  Confer- 
ence in  which  their  church  holds  membership.  In  awarding 
scholarships,  preference  will  be  given  to  students  who  have 
rendered  outstanding  leadership  to  the  OFWB  Youth  Con- 
vention. In  addition,  students  must  demonstrate  academic 
progress,  a  commitment  to  attaining  an  education,  an  atti- 
tude of  perseverance,  and  have  good  character  and  a  love 
for  people. 

Awards  may  vary  according  to  need,  academic  perfor- 
mance, and  service.  The  scholarship  is  renewable  and  ex- 
pected to  be  awarded  in  the  fall  of  2005. 


STUDENTS  RECOGNIZED 
AS  MEMBERS 
OF  WHO'S  WHO 

Six  members  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Churches 
were  recognized  as  being  members  of  Who's  Who  Among 
Students  in  American  Universities  and  Colleges  at  the  recent 
Award's  Day  held  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

Who's  Who  Awards  are  certificates  given  to  students 
selected  by  the  Faculty  Awards  Committee  from  faculty 
nominations  for  academic  achievement,  leadership,  and 
community  service.  Students  are  listed  in  Who's  Who 
Among  Students  in  American  Universities  and  Colleges. 

The  students  recognized  were:  Joy  Daughtry  from 
Westside  Church;  Nathaniel  Grubbs  from  First  Church  in 
Plymouth;  Michael  Lefler  from  Folkstone  Church;  Jessica 
Murphy  from  Stoney  Creek  Church;  Emily  Skinner  from 
Sherron  Acres  Church;  Jonathan  Skinner  from  Sherron 
Acres  Church;  and  Kelley  Smart  from  Reedy  Branch 
Church. 
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FWB  STUDENTS  RECOGNIZED  AT  AWARDS  DAY 


Seven  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  stu- 
dents were  recognized  at  Mount  Olive 
College's  Annual  Awards  Day  held  in 
Rodgers  Chapel. 

Samantha  Benson  of  Newport,  re- 
ceived the  Prospective  Teachers'  Asso- 
ciation (PTA)  Award.  The  award  is 
given  to  the  PTA  member  selected  by 
the  Executive  Committee  and  Club 
Advisors  for  leadership  and  active  in- 
volvement. Samantha,  a  sophomore 
English  education  major,  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  and  Pamela  Benson.  She 
is  a  graduate  of  West  Carteret  High 
School  and  attends  Silver  Creek 
Church. 

Matthew  Grubbs  of  Elizabeth  City, 
received  the  2004  Citation  for  Out- 
standing Student  of  the  Year  in  Music. 
The  citation  recognizes  a  student  who 
has  excelled  academically  and  who  has 
demonstrated  outstanding  service  to 
the  music  department.  The  student  is 
named  by  faculty  in  the  department. 
Matthew,  a  freshman  music  major,  is 
the  son  of  the  Rev.  Paul  and  Teresa 
Grubbs.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Northeast- 
ern High  School,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  MOC  Concert  Choir,  Free  Spirit  and 
the  music  club.  He  attends  First  Church 
of  Plymouth. 

Nathaniel  Grubbs  of  Elizabeth  City, 
received  the  2004  Lorelle  F.  Martin  Sci- 
ence Award.  The  scholarship  is  given 
by  Mount  Olive  College  in  honor  of 
Lorelle  F.  Martin,  professor  emerita, 
who  taught  science  at  MOC  from  1957- 
1987.  It  is  given  to  an  outstanding  re- 
turning science  major  selected  by  the 
department  of  science  and  mathemat- 
ics who  has  demonstrated  excellence  in 
the  biological  sciences.  Nathaniel,  a 
junior  biology  major,  is  the  son  of  the 
Rev.  Paul  and  Teresa  Grubbs.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Northeastern  High  School 
and  attends  Plymouth  Church. 


Dawn  Faircloth  of  Dunn,  received 
the  2004  Distinguished  Service  Award. 
The  award  recognizes  a  student  who 
has  demonstrated  leadership  in  service 
activities.  The  student  is  named  by  fac- 
ulty within  the  recreation  and  leisure 
studies  department.  Dawn,  a  junior 
therapeutic  recreation  major,  is  the 
daughter  of  Gary  and  Susan  Faircloth. 
She  is  a  graduate  of  Midway  High 
School  and  attends  Robert's  Grove 
Church. 

Andrea  Houston  of  Grantham^  re- 
ceived the  Handy  Mart  Business  Schol- 
arship. The  scholarship  is  sponsored  by 
E.  J.  and  Judson  Pope,  who  select  the 
rising  junior  majoring  in  business  ad- 
ministration who  best  exhibits  excel- 
lence in  academics,  college  and  com- 
munity service,  and  civic  responsibil- 
ity. Andrea,  a  sophomore  agri-business 
major,  is  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Betsy  Houston.  She  is  a  graduate  of 
Richlands  High  School  and  attends 
Whaley's  Chapel  Church. 

Jessica  Murphy  of  Pikeville,  re- 
ceived the  2004  Citation  for  Outstand- 
ing Student  of  the  Year  in  Business.  The 
citation  recognizes  a  student  who  has 
excelled  academically  and  who  has 
demonstrated  outstanding  service  to 
the  business  department.  The  student 
is  named  by  faculty  in  the  business 
department.  This  is  the  second  time 
Jessica  has  received  the  award.  A  senior 
business  management  major,  Jessica  is 
the  daughter  of  Randy  and  Alice 
Murphy.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Charles 
B.  Aycock  High  School  and  attends 
Stoney  Creek  Church. 

Rhonda  Houston  of  Deep  Run,  re- 
ceived the  President's  Citizenship 
Award,  the  highest  award  given  that 
day.  The  award,  first  presented  in  1972, 
is  a  scholarship  sponsored  by  President 
J.  William  Byrd  and  Mrs.  Marcy  E. 
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Byrd.  The  award  is  presented  to  a  re- 
turning student  who  has  made  the 
greatest  contribution  to  the  College 
during  the  academic  year.  The  scholar- 
ship is  payable  on  future  educational 
expenses  at  Mount  Olive  College.  A 
ballot  of  the  student  body  chooses  the 
recipient.  Rhonda,  a  sophomore  early 
childhood  education  major,  is  the 
daughter  of  Ronnie  and  Elizabeth 
Davis  Houston.  She  is  a  graduate  of 
South  Lenoir  High  School  and  attends 
Deep  Run  Church. 


MOC  WELCOMES 
AMY  C.STOKES 

Mount  Olive 
College  is 
pleased  to  an- 
nounce that 
Amy  Cameron 
Stokes  is  the 
Administra- 
tive Assistant 
for  the  Office 
of  Planned  Giving  beginning  July  1. 

Ms.  Stokes,  born  and  raised  in 
Harnett  County,  now  lives  in  Grifton 
with  her  husband,  Donald  W.  Stokes 
Sr.  They  have  three  children  and  three 
grandsons.  She  is  a  member  of  Little 
Creek  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  the  Scuffleton  community 
near  Ayden,  who  loves  to  study  God's 
Word  and  share  His  love  with  others. 

Ms.  Stokes  has  worked  in  the  Office 
for  Institutional  Advancement  at  East 
Carolina  University  for  the  previous 
three  years  with  the  majority  of  her  re- 
sponsibilities being  in  the  Office  of 
Planned  Giving.  "With  Amy's  experi- 
ence in  planned  giving  and  her  rela- 
tionship with  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  I  am  sure  she  will  be  an  asset 
to  our  office  and  Mount  Olive  College," 
said  Jeff  Daughtry,  assistant  director  of 
planned  giving. 

In  the  Office  of  Planned  Giving,  Dr. 
W.  Burkette  Raper  and  Mr.  Daughtry 
assist  people  in  developing  a  plan  of 
support  for  the  College  that  is  mean- 
ingful and  beneficial,  both  to  the  do- 
nor and  the  College. 


Sunday  School  Ministry 


EASTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA 
CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  CONFERENCE 

Coastal  MACE  A 
"Serving  Him  in  Word  and  Deed" 

.  ..whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God  (1  Corinthians  10:31). 


The  Coastal  Satellite  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  Christian  Education  Association  will  have  its  Seventh  Annual  Chris- 
tian Education  Conference  at  the  Riverfront  Convention  Center  in  New  Bern,  North  Carolina,  on  Friday  and 
Saturday,  August  13-14,  2004.  The  time  on  Friday  will  be  12:30  p.m.-9:10  p.m.  The  time  on  Saturday  will  be  7:30 
a.m.-5:00  p.m.  There  will  be  70  workshops  offered  with  Dr.  Elmer  Towns  as  our  featured  speaker.  The  registration 
fee  is  $25  for  either  day  or  $45  if  you  attend  both  days.  The  price  includes  meals.  Walk-ins  are  very  welcome,  but 
if  you  are  not  pre-registered  by  Saturday,  August  7,  2004,  you  will  be  responsible  for  your  own  meals.  There  will 
be  exhibitors  from  Christian  education  publishing  houses  such  as  Cook  Communications,  Gospel  Light,  Group 
Publishing,  Gospel  Publishing  House,  Randall  House,  Regular  Baptist  Press,  Standard  Publishing,  etc.  Others 
represented  will  be  Disaster  Relief,  MACE  A,  Master's  Loft  Bookstore,  Jewish  Awareness  Ministries,  Outline  Bible 
Resources,  Venture  Bookstore,  Judy  Smith,  and  others. 

The  seventy  workshops  will  cover  areas  such  as  Administration,  Early  Childhood  Ministries,  K-6  Ministries, 
Youth  Ministries,  Adult  Ministries,  Church  Leadership,  Women's  Ministries,  Retreat  Planning,  Drama,  Arts,  Pup- 
pets, Multi-media,  Soul  Winning,  Technology,  Marketing,  Music,  and  others.  The  workshop  facilitators  are  knowl- 
edgeable and  have  expertise  in  their  areas.  The  leaders  include  Dr.  Elmer  Towns,  Clancy  Hayes,  Wes  Bartel,  Larry 
Jaffrey,  Tom  Bougher,  Jan  Bougher,  Dick  Noble,  Terry  Noble,  Brenda  Best,  Judy  Smith,  Ron  Hunter,  Ron  Richardson, 
Gracie  Jones,  Cathy  Crumpler,  James  Lewis,  Ken  Hipsley,  Mike  Stewart,  Dick  Van  Cleave,  John  Roller,  Tracy 
Austin,  John  Metzner,  Gene  Matlock,  Gregory  Lint,  Fred  Whaples,  Norm  Davis,  Buddy  Strickland,  Melissa 
Richardson,  and  others.  These  leaders  represent  publishing  companies,  different  denominations,  and  various 
ethnic  backgrounds,  but  they  all  share  faith  in  the  same  God  and  are  dedicated  to  witnessing  in  their  own  way. 

This  Conference  is  multi-ethnic  and  interdenominational.  We  encourage  everyone  to  come  and  renew  and /or 
build  new  relationships  with  churches  from  across  North  Carolina.  For  further  information  and  to  be  placed  on 
the  mailing  list  for  workshop  details  when  they  are  available,  complete  the  following  form  and  return  to  either: 
Mrs.  Mary  Dudley,  P.O.  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513;  phone:  (252)  746-4963  or  e-mail  <director@ofwbsundayschool.org> 
or  Mrs.  Angel  Lorton,  105  Ann  Court,  New  Bern,  NC  28560;  phone:  (252)  637-7967  or  e-mail  <aandj@cconnect.net>. 


NAME:  

ADDRESS:   

CITY:   STATE:   ZIP: 

PHONE  NUMBER:  (  )  

E-MAIL  ADDRESS:  
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NEW  LIFE  OF  CHRIST  TESTIMONY  OF  SAN  JUANA  LOPEZ, 

MONCLOVA,  MEXICO  (Continued  from  April's  The  Free  Will  Baptist) 


Candy,  Manuel,  Sandra  Jones,  Patti, 
juana  and  Cristina. 

At  the  age  of  seven,  it  was  now  not 
only  my  father  that  hurt  me,  but  my 
three  brothers.  And  that  is  how  the 
years  went  by.  The  eldest  of  my  sis- 
ters married.  The  second  eldest  of  my 
sisters  was  14  years  old  when  our  fa- 
ther tried  for  the  first  time  to  touch 
her.  She  rebelled  against  him  and 
warned  him  that  if  he  tried  that  again 
she  would  go  to  the  police  and  take 
out  a  warrant  for  his  arrest  for  trying 
to  sexually  abuse  her.  She  said  she 
would  do  this  even  though  mother 
would  defend  him.  He  became 
afraid,  and  quit  his  advances;  how- 
ever, he  continued  to  mistreat  us  with 
his  insinuations  and  humiliations. 

Two  years  later,  when  I  was  14 
years  old,  I  married  the  first  boy  I 
met.  I  did  not  even  know  him  that 
well.  But  I  had  the  hope  that  now  all 
things  would  be  well,  and  I  would  be 
happy.  Finally,  I  thought,  I  have 
someone  who  loves  me.  I  was  now 
important  to  someone.  Unfortu- 


nately, I  discovered  it  would  not  be 
that  way.  That  very  first  day  of  my 
marriage,  my  husband  began  to  in- 
sult me  and  using  evil  words  against 
me.  From  then  on  my  life  became 
physically  and  psychologically  mis- 
treated. 

I  had  my  first  daughter,  and  felt 
fortunate  to  have  participated  in 
something  so  important,  and  so  beau- 
tiful as  having  procreated.  I  felt  ca- 
pable of  teaching  how  to  live,  and  to 
show  her  the  importance  of  how  to 
love.  When  she  was  two  years  old, 
and  would  see  when  her  father  beat 
on  me,  she  would  defend  me.  She 
would  grab  him  by  the  pant  cuff,  and 
bite  his  upper  foot.  He  would  hit  her 
and  toss  her  against  the  floor.  She 
would  get  up  and  do  the  same  again. 

My  second  daughter  was  born.  She 
reacted  differently  to  the  problems  at 
home.  She  was  silent,  and  afraid.  She 
only  responded  with  "yes"  or  "no."  I 
gave  birth  to  two  sons.  The  relation- 
ship between  my  husband  and  me 
was  only  getting  worse.  When  the 
fourth  child  was  born,  I  decided  to 
divorce.  With  tears  and  cries,  I  asked 
the  Lord  to  help  me.  I  had  spent  the 
years  of  my  life  crying — suffering.  I 
was  tired,  and  felt  so  lonely — good 
for  nothing,  and  for  no  one.  In  my  cry 
I  asked  the  Lord  to  let  me  die.  Why 
live  if  I  was  not  able  to  defend  my 
children  from  their  father,  and  to  fight 
to  give  them  a  different  life?  I  wanted 
something  different  in  spite  of  our 
great  poverty.  This  did  not  matter 
much  since  we  were  accustomed  to 
this.  There  were  times  when  we  did 
not  eat  for  two  days. 

I  had  been  married  ten  years  when 
finally  the  Lord  had  mercy  on  me  and 
my  children.  In  His  own  time,  He  per- 
mitted the  divorce.  When  the  last  of 
my  children  was  born,  my  husband 
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left  for  the  United  States,  and  I  left  to 
live  with  my  parents.  But  my  four 
month  old  baby  became  very  sick 
with  pneumonia.  The  Lord  healed 
her,  however.  I  then  began  to  work, 
as  my  mother  insisted  that  I  do  so  to 
be  able  to  feed  my  children.  In  real- 
ity what  bothered  me  was  my  ten 
year  old  daughter — she  was  left  to 
care  for  the  rest  of  the  children.  At  my 
work  I  was  very  uneasy,  thinking 
about  my  children  and  their  welfare. 
I  was  afraid  my  father  would  do  to 
them  as  he  had  done  to  me.  I  did  not 
sleep  well  at  night,  trying  always  to 
make  sure  they  were  safe.  I  got  up 
early  to  go  to  work.  One  night,  sleep 
overtook  me,  and  in  my  sleep  I 
dreamed  that  my  daughters  were  in 
danger.  I  awoke  and  discovered  my 
father  was  touching  my  second 
daughter,  Cristina's  intimate  parts.  I 
felt  a  great  hatred  and  a  desire  to  kill 
him.  I  threw  myself  over  him.  "Away 
from  my  little  girl,"  I  screamed.  I  told 
him  that  he  was  an  odious  and  hate- 
ful man.  My  mother  awoke  from  her 
sleep  and  heard  all,  and  could  only 
cry  and  take  my  father's  side. 

After  a  few  days,  my  small  child 
became  gravely  ill,  and  the  doctor 
told  me  that  if  I,  myself,  would  not 
take  good  care  of  her,  that  he  could 
not  be  made  responsible  for  her  wel- 
fare. I  left  my  work,  and  two  or  three 
days  later,  my  mother  told  me  she 
could  no  longer  support  the  children. 
She  wanted  to  know  what  I  was  go- 
ing to  do.  She  told  me  I  could  stay  in 
her  house  and  she  would  leave.  I  told 
her  it  was  her  house  and  that  I  would 
leave.  With  a  knot  in  my  throat,  and 
making  myself  strong  so  I  would  not 
cry  in  front  of  her,  I  went  to  my  room 
and  cried  bitterly  all  that  night.  I 
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asked  the  Lord  if  I  was  not  worthy  of 
at  least  a  little  love  and  care.  It  was 
far  from  me  to  imagine  that  the  Lord 
would  permit  all  this  suffering.  Later 
when  He  touched  my  heart,  I  could 
not  refuse  Him.  I  could  not  turn  back. 
Maybe  the  Lord  had  permitted  this 
suffering  so  that  I  would  know  how 
to  appreciate  the  real  good  things  that 
He  has  to  offer. 

Two  months  later,  things  were 
worse.  I  had  decided  to  cut  my  wrist, 
and  end  all  the  pain  in  my  heart.  I 
wrote  a  letter,  leaving  all  my  children 
to  a  friend  who  had  been  my  work- 


ing partner.  But  my  Father  in  Heaven 
had  mercy  on  me  and  did  not  permit 
this.  The  elder  sister  of  mine  came  to 
visit.  She  had  come  from  Monclova. 
She  offered  to  take  me  with  her.  One 
of  my  brothers  told  me  it  was  the 
Lord  who  was  truly  helping  me 
through  her.  I  decided  to  go  with  her. 
I  felt  that  something  new  and  good 
was  going  to  happen.  I  would  begin 
a  new  life.  Two  weeks  after  I  arrived 
in  Monclova,  I  accepted  Jesus.  Then 
there  came  to  pass  what  He  says  in 
His  Word:  "Call  upon  me  and  I  will 
answer,  and  show  you  great  things 


that  you  have  never  known"  (see  1 
Chronicles  16:8).  My  children  and  I 
have  gone  through  many  things — 
much  wrestling — but  the  great  differ- 
ence is  that  now  we  have  the  One 
who  is  our  Comforter,  our  Protector, 
and  One  who  knows  all  things.  If  the 
Lord  is  with  me,  who  can  be  against 
me?  From  time  to  time  I  desire  an 
embrace  from  someone,  a  consoling 
word  when  I  can  hardly  go.  But  the 
Lord  is  there  who  carries  me  and 
comforts  me.  Now  I  have  you. 
Though  I  do  not  know  you,  I  know 
that  you  love  me  as  I  love  you.  God 
bless  you. 


Harold  Jones  with  Dr.  Kiril. 


When  we  were  invited  to  the  in- 
ternational opening  celebration  of 
the  Bible  House  in  Sofia  we  talked 
with  Dr.  Kir.il  and  his  wife,  Irina.  Kiril 
was  willing  to  work  with  our  mis- 
sion as  a  medical  doctor  after  his 
medical  exams. 

It  was  his  wish  to  work  among  the 
Muslim  people  in  the  Rodope  Moun- 
tains. There  was  an  old  hospital  and 
the  doctor  decided  to  retire.  He  wor- 
shiped with  eighteen  young  people 
which  he  met  in  Sofia  during  the 
summer  before. 

When  the  doctor  and  the  mayor 
heard  about  this,  Kiril  was  refused 
to  settle  in  that  village  and  to  work 


SOFIA:  BULGARIA 

by  Willem  van  der  Plas 

in  that  hospital.  He  and  his  father 
surprised  the  people  of  the  main  vil- 
lage with  an  ambulance  that  was 
loaded  with  medicaments.  Still  Kiril 
was  not  welcome  to  stay  there.  Nev- 
ertheless, he  maintains  regular  con- 
tact with  the  Rodope  people.  Through 
the  medical  practice  of  his  mother  he 
started  to  visit  poor  people  who 
could  not  afford  to  pay  the  bus  or 
tram  to  come  to  the  hospital.  Later, 
he  got  the  opportunity  to  rent  a  room 
in  the  hospital.  That  was  in  the  time 
that  the  local  government  hospitals 
became  semiprivate  enterprises. 
However,  he  had  to  share  that  room 
with  other  doctors,  that  limited  him 
in  his  plans  and  work.  Then  he  de- 
cided to  build  a  room  in  the  corner 
of  a  large  hall  of  the  same  hospital. 
We  received  1000,00  Euro  from  a  spe- 
cial friend  in  Germany.  With  that 
amount  and  the  help  of  his  friends, 
Kiril  was  able  to  build  the  room  with 
his  own  hands. 

It  is  simple  but  sufficient  for  the 
purpose  it  was  planned  for.  In  his 
own  room  he  can  pray  with  his  pa- 
tients. He  is  able  to  spread  Christian 
literature  and  to  offer  Bibles  some- 
times free  of  charge  or  for  an  accept- 
able amount.  He  now  has  a  regis- 
tered group  of  1500  patients,  not  only 
poor  people  but  also  people  with 
higher  education.  Even  the  relatives 


and  friends  of  the  hospital  doctor  are 
advised  to  take  him  for  medical  con- 
sult. He  is  our  doctor  and  we  are  all 
proud  of  him.  He  is  also  the  chair- 
man of  our  Union  and  has  several 
good  contacts  with  Bulgarian  lead- 
ers and  lawyers  in  Sofia.  Whoever 
has  read  the  novels  of  Russian  au- 
thors will  understand  that  almost 
everything  in  East  Europe  is  depend- 
ing on  contacts  with  others  who  have 
influences  as  leaders  of  the  society. 

May  this  writing  help  you  to  un- 
derstand about  the  struggles  and 
progress  of  your  mission  in  East  Eu- 
rope. We  remain  in  your  service  as 
long  as  there  are  realistic  opportuni- 
ties and  as  long  as  we  receive  the 
strength  to  work  to  the  edification  of 
the  believers  and  the  church  in  East 
Europe.  Please  give  your  support  as 
you  think  it  is  just,  but  do  it  in  the 
Spirit  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  have 
taught  our  people  to  praise  the  Lord 
before  they  bring  their  needs  before 
him.  In  the  same  way  I  praise  our 
Lord  for  everything  He  is  going  to 
provide. 

We  love  you  and  are  thankful  for 
what  we  have  done  together  to  be 
able  to  spread  the  message  of  Salva- 
tion. 

May  the  Lord  bless  you  with  His 
Grace  and  Peace. 
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A  PICTURE  NOT  TAKEN 

by  Chris  Singleton 


Seven  mission  trips  to  the  Philip- 
pines have  resulted  in  way  too  many 
pictures  to  help  me  relive  all  of  the  spe- 
cial moments  that  occurred  on  each  of 
the  trips.  Each  year  I  go  with  great 
plans  not  to  take  so  many  pictures  be- 
cause I  have  already  "been  there — done 
that."  So  much  for  great  ideas!  Every 
trip  is  so  different  that  my  good  inten- 
tions are  gone  quicker  than  those  mon- 
keys that  scampered  across  the  road 
before  I  could  grab  my  camera. 

I  learned  very  early  that  no  picture 
is  as  profound  as  the  image  that  first 
caught  my  attention.  A  snapshot  of 
rickety  shacks  crammed  beside  a  rail- 
road track  becomes  a  travelogue  pic- 
ture and  betrays  the  poverty  that  I  had 
witnessed.  The  shock  and  sorrow  of 
seeing  a  mother  with  a  small  child  beg- 
ging on  a  hot  crowded  street  just  isn't 
the  same  on  a  flat  one  dimensional  pho- 
tograph. I  am  always  anxious  to  see  the 
pictures,  but  am  often  disappointed  at 
the  finished  product. 

Then  there  are  those  pictures  that  I 
would  like  to  have  taken  but  did  not 
because  of  common  courtesy.  Some- 
times you  realize  that  the  subject  of  a 
perfect  picture  would  be  painfully 
aware  that  the  only  reason  you  wanted 
to  take  a  picture  was  that  it  showed 
some  type  of  human  pain  or  suffering. 
Numerous  times  the  desire  to  bring 
back  a  powerful  picture  has  yielded  to 
a  desire  not  to  make  obstacles  out  of 
those  who  live  in  the  reality  of  misery 
and  poverty. 

One  such  picture  that  was  not  taken 
would  have  been  entitled,  "The  Women 
at  the  Well."  Last  year,  while  in  the 
Philippines,  Harold  Jones  and  I  trav- 
eled to  a  very  remote  area  on  the  north- 
ern end  of  Palawan.  As  we  made  our 
way  through  the  community  we  met 
three  boys  pushing  a  heavy  cart  laden 
with  containers  full  of  water.  Harold 
told  me  that  people  paid  the  boys  to 
deliver  water  to  their  isolated  homes. 
The  cart  was  crudely  constructed,  with 
wooden  wheels  covered  with  thin  rub- 
ber strips.  They  were  working  hard  to 
pull  and  push  the  cart  slowly  over  the 
rough,  rocky,  and  sometimes  steep, 
path. 

We  also  saw  a  young  mother  strug- 
gling to  pull  a  cart  that  contained 


several  big  jugs  of  water  and  her  two 
small  children.  My  heart  broke  as  I 
watched  her  toiling  in  the  blistering  hot 
sun  to  inch  the  cart  along  the  path. 

After  we  visited  Spring  of  Life  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  we  walked  down 
a  trail  to  the  community  spring — the 
only  source  of  water  for  the  entire  area. 
The  spring  was  located  on  the  edge  of 
a  thick  forest  and  was  shaded  by  the 
trees.  It  was  surrounded  by  a  number 
of  women  washing  clothes,  filling  wa- 
ter containers,  and  bathing  (fully 
clothed).  One  woman  was  shampooing 
and  rinsing  her  long  black  hair.  After 
rinsing  she  gracefully  shook  off  the  ex- 
cess water,  wrapped  her  head  in  a 
towel,  and  departed.  Numerous  chil- 
dren were  also  there — some  were  fill- 
ing water  jugs,  some  were  playing  and 
some  were  just  waiting  around.  Several 
yards  away  a  water  buffalo  was  wal- 
lowing in  the  mud  created  by  the  over- 
flow of  the  spring. 

What  a  picture!  That  was  my  first 
impulse  but  something  within  said  not 
to  take  a  picture.  No  cameras  clicked 
but  that  picture  will  be  forever  etched 
in  my  mind.  What  a  vivid  reminder  of 
how  much  we  have  been  blessed  and 
how  much  we  take  for  granted. 

Water — the  very  essence  of  life!  Wars 
and  feuds  have  been  fought  over  it. 
Small  settlements  clustered  around 
water  sources  and  grew  to  become 
large  cities.  Think  of  the  efforts  human- 
ity puts  into  finding,  pumping,  trans- 
porting, and  storing  water.  Our  water 
is  chemically  treated,  piped  in,  heated, 
always  available,  and  once  used,  is 
piped  out  for  us.  We  take  all  of  this  for 
granted,  but  for  much  of  the  world  get- 
ting enough  water  to  survive  is  a  daily 
struggle.  Some  experts  say  that  one  out 
of  every  six  people  in  the  world  today 
does  not  have  an  adequate  water  sup- 
ply. As  we  think  of  the  necessity  and 
the  scarcity  of  water  we  should  remem- 
ber what  Jesus  told  a  woman  He  en- 
countered at  a  well.  He  told  her  He 
could  give  her  living  water  and  she 
would  never  thirst  again.  All  too  often 
we  even  take  that  blessing  for  granted 
and  fail  to  share  it  with  a  world  that  is 
in  dire  need  of  eternal  life. 


SPRING  OF  LIFE 
NEW  CHURCH 
BUILDING 

by  Pastor  Arnel  Cuba 


Spring  of  Life  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 


From  left  to  right:  The  Rev.  Edito  Madduma, 
Pastor  Arnel  Cuba  and  the  Rev.  D.  Basingil  at 
the  front  view  of  this  church. 


The  Lord  then  gave  this  message  to 
the  people  through  the  Prophet 
Haggai. 

My  people,  why  should  you  believe 
in  well  built  houses  while  my  temple 
lies  in  ruins?  Don't  you  see  what  is  hap- 
pening to  you?  You  have  planted  much 
grain,  but  have  harvested  very  little, 
you  have  food  to  eat,  but  not  enough 
to  make  you  full.  You  have  wine  to 
drink,  but  enough  to  get  drunk  in!  You 
have  clothing,  but  not  enough  to  keep 
you  warm,  and  the  working  man  can- 
not earn  enough  to  live  on.  Can't  you 
see  why  this  happened? 

Now  go  up  into  the  hills,  get  lum- 
ber, and  rebuild  the  temple.  Then  I  will 
be  pleased  and  will  be  worshiped  as  I 
should  be. 

You  hoped  for  large  harvests,  but 
they  turned  out  to  be  small,  and  when 
you  brought  the  harvest  home,  I  blew 
it  away.  Why  did  I  do  that?  Because  my 
temple  lies  in  ruins  while  everyone  of 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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you  is  busy  working  on  this  own  house. 
That  is  why  there  is  no  rain  and  noth- 
ing can  grow. 

God  is  good  all  the  time  to  those  who 
are  faithful  to  him. 

The  Spring  of  Life  Caroroy  Free  Will 
Baptist  church  located  at  the  Northern 
part  of  Palawan  will  now  have  a  new 
church  building  near  the  elementary 
school,  through  the  cooperation  of  our 
beloved  brethren. 


The  picture  of  the  building  skeleton 
on  the  previous  page  was  taken  in  No- 
vember 2003  when  the  member  of  the 
board,  Rev.  Andreno  Segay,  Board  of 
Trustees  President,  Rev.  Edito 
Madduma,  member  at  large,  pastor 
Arnel  Cuba,  member  together  with 
Rev.  Dario  Basingil  our  mission  Direc- 
tor, visit  their  in  Caroroy. 

Please  pray  for  the  ongoing  building 
construction. 


JESUS  CHRIST  OUR  SAVIOR 
FELLOWSHIP  CHURCH  OLD  BUNC  AG 
HOME  BIBLE  STUDY 

by  Julie  Mae  Ferolino 
Young  People  FWBC  Old  Buncag 

This  picture  is  one  of  our  Bible  stud- 
ies in  the  house  of  Nanay  Fila,  one  of 
the  members  in  our  church  at  Barangay 
Mandaragat,  Old  Buncag  PPC. 

This  Bible  study  is  very  successful. 
After  this  study  on  Saturday  night 
people  were  joined  in  fellowship  on 
Sunday. 

I'm  so  happy  because  they  are  com- 
mitted, most  especially  the  young 
people  and  the  members  of  this  church. 
Many  were  blessed  through  God's 
Word  and  fellowship  that  we  have  had. 

We  are  thankful  to  God  for  our  min- 
istry here  and  for  His  goodness  and 
faithfulness. 

We  are  asking  for  your  prayers  that 
the  Gospel  of  God  may  cont'  lually 
spread  throughout  the  world.  God 
Bless  and  more  power. 


From  left  to  right:  Pastor  Cuba,  the  young 
people,  the  boarders,  and  Nanay  Fila  waiting 
for  snacks. 


Let  us  not  give  up  the  habit  of  meet- 
ing together,  as  some  are  doing.  In- 
stead, let  us  encourage  one  another  all 
the  more,  since  you  see  that  the  day  of 
the  Lord  is  coming  nearer  (see  Hebrews 
10:25). 


A  NOTE  OF 
THANKSGIVING 

We  are  so  thankful  to  God  and  to  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  After  many 
years  serving  God,  every  moment  of 
my  life,  I  cried  and  I  prayed  to  God  that 
someday  we  would  have  a  new  church 
and  parsonage.  Praise  God  in  Septem- 
ber 2003  and  January  2004  God  an- 
swered this  prayer. 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
through  Harold  Jones  gave  us  financial 
assistance  to  rebuild  again  a  new 
church  and  parsonage. 

We  are  so  thankful  to  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  the  Rev  Harold  Jones 
and  Mrs.  Sandra  Jones,  and  our  breth 
ren  in  North  Carolina  for  their  contin 
ued  support  financially,  spiritually,  and 
their  prayers. 

Thank  you  for  the  special  project 
budget  given  for  our  church.  Because 
of  these  funds  we  now  have  a  new 
church,  parsonage,  and  water  meter. 

Please  continue  to  pray  for  us  that 
God  will  continue  to  reveal  His  end- 
less love  to  the  people  who  are  not  yet 
in  Christ. 

Once  again,  thank  you  very  much  for 
everything.  We  love  you. 

In  Christ  Service, 
Pastor  Arnel  F.  Cuba  and  family 


Children's  ttorit 


58TH  ANNUAL 
HOMECOMING 

On  July  11,  2004,  you  are  invited  to  attend  the  58th 
Annual  Alumni  Homecoming  at  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Children's  Home.  The  speakers  for  homecoming 
this  year  are  alumni  Jerry  Smith  (1949-1960)  and  Alice 
Little  Rouse  (1946-1955).  We  look  forward  to  seeing 
you  there. 


CAMPUS  VISITS 

During  the  past  couple  of  months,  we  have  been 
blessed  to  have  several  church  groups  come  visit  the 
campus.  We  would  like  to  extend  our  heartfelt  thanks 
to  all  who  have  come  by  to  share  of  your  time  by  plan- 
ning games  and  picnics  for  the  children  at  the  home, 
or  just  stopped  by  to  bring  much  needed  supplies. 
Thanks  Again,  the  Children  and  Staff  of  The  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home. 

Thanks  for  Sharing! 
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SCHOOL'S  OUT 





We  celebrated  the  last  day  of  school 
with  an  Awards  Ceremony  and  Field 
Day.  All  residents  were  recognized  for 
being  promoted  to  the  next  grade,  as 
well  as  excelling  in  certain  areas.  Some 
of  the  awards  given  were:  highest 
grade  point  average,  best  in  Science, 
Math,  Social  Studies  and  English,  and 
best  male  and  female  athletes. 


We  continued  the  celebration  with 
fun  and  games  like  tug  of  war,  face 
painting,  and  various  relay  races.  The 
festivities  ended  with  a  good  meal  of 
barbecued  chicken  with  all  of  the  trim- 
mings, prepared  by  the  staff. 

The  Children's  Home  staff  is  proud 

PAPER  DRIVE 


of  all  of  the  residents  who  pressed  for- 
ward to  pursue  their  goals.  Pastor 
Lester  Duncan  closed  the  Awards  Cer- 
emony with  words  of  encouragement 
to  the  residents  and  staff  as  he  re- 
minded us  to  keep  Christ  in  the  center 
of  our  lives. 


The  Layman's  League  of  Spring  Branch  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  has  organized  the  First 
Annual  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  Paper  Drive  to  be  held  at  the  Five  County 
Stadium. 

They  have  sent  letters  to  several  sister  churches  that  read:  "The  Layman's  League  has 
brought  together  The  Carolina  Mudcats  organization  in  Zebulon  and  our  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home  to  promote  one  of  the  largest,  if  not  the  largest,  paper  and  cleaning  prod- 
ucts drives  ever  attempted.  We  need  your  help  and  support  to  make  this  successful." 
Wouldn't  it  be  great  to  fill  the  stadium  with  Original  Free  Will  Baptists?  You  can  enjoy  a 
great  night  of  baseball  and  help  the  Children's  Home  in  the  process."  We  ask  that  you 
make  this  a  church-wide  effort  involving  all  of  your  auxiliaries  and  small  groups,  as  well 
as  your  Sunday  School.  Last  year,  our  church  delivered  a  tractor-trailer  load  of  products 
we  collected.  We  expect  this  drive  to  far  exceed  that  effort.  There  will  be  bins  available  to 
put  your  collected  items  in  at  the  ballpark. 

If  you  cannot  attend  the  game,  we  ask  that  you  still  get  involved  and  collect  as  many 
items  as  possible  and  we  will  come  by  your  church  and  pick  them  up.  If  you  need  items 
picked  up,  or  more  information,  please  contact  Bill  Doane  at  (252)  753-3717  or  Walt  Tyndall 
at  (252)  753-5005.  Thank  you  in  advance  for  making  this  event  the  largest  of  its  kind.  If 
we  get  enough  support,  the  Mudcats  organization  is  willing  to  make  this  an  annual  event, 
so  please  buy  tickets  for  the  celebration  that  night." 

Walt  Tyndall,  Pastor 
Bill  Doane,  Layman's  League  President 

Discounted  Tickets  Available  for  Groups  of  25  or  more,  so  gather  your  friends  and  family  for  a  night  of  great  baseball 
entertainment!  Come  see  the  great  new  additions  to  Five  County  Stadium! 
Spring  Branch  Church's  Bill  Doane  will  throw  out  the  first  pitch. 

Please  call  (919)  269-2287  to  reserve  your  group  tickets.  Tickets  must  be  ordered  by  July  12  to  receive  the  group  rate. 

Late  purchases  cannot  be  guaranteed  a  seat  with  the  group. 
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Friday,  July  16th  at  7:15  p.m. 
Fireworks  Night! 
Carolina  Mudcats  vs. 
West  Tennessee  Diamond  Jaxx 
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HAPPENINGS  ON  AND  OFF  THE  MOUNTAIN 


Cragmont  Cook-Off  2004  is  con- 
tinuing to  grow!  Many  of  our 
churches  are  having  cook-off  dinners 
offering  everything  from  fried 
chicken  to  fried  fish,  and  pancakes  to 
spaghetti.  There's  still  time  for  your 
church  to  commit  to  this  new  oppor- 
tunity to  support  your  ministry  at 
Cragmont.  Call  Bryant  Hines  at  (252) 
637-7171  for  further  information 
...Summer  camping  is  in  full  swing 
with  children  of  all  ages  on  the  moun- 
tain each  week.  What  a  special  time 
it  is  for  our  young  people  to  experi- 
ence great  summer  fun  and  spiritual 
growth. .  .Vision  Walk  2004  will  soon 
be  here!  Saturday,  September  11  will 
be  the  day  when  hundreds  of  our 
young  people  of  all  ages  will  gather 
at  Mount  Olive  College  to  walk  their 
pledges  as  they  continue  to  raise 
money  for  our  New  Heights  cam- 


paign. Vision  Walks  one  and  two 
have  involved  over  400  young  people 
and  raised  over  $34,000.  Registration 
packets  were  distributed  at  the  State 
Youth  Convention  in  May  and  more 
will  be  sent  to  each  church  youth 
leader  next  month.  Plan  now  to  be  a 
part  of  this  great  day.  We  will  walk 
from  9  a.m.-I  p.m.  and  end  our  walk- 
a-thon  with  a  cookout. .  .New  Heights 
Update:  Final  plans  for  our  covered 
walkway  have  been  approved  and 
construction  will  begin  soon.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  project  will  be  com- 
pleted by  the  fall.  Plans  are  also  near 
completion  for  our  first  new  lodge. 
This  new  building  will  be  a  one  story 
lodge  with  sleeping  capacity  for  20-24 
people  and  also  have  a  large  class- 
room/ dayroom  area.  This  is  a  much 
needed  addition  to  help  with  sum- 
mer   camping    and  weekend 


retreats... Fall  Festival  2004  will  be 
October  18-21.  Our  new  format  for 
this  popular  event  will  include  travel 
to  Cragmont  on  Monday,  Tuesday  at 
Dollywood  to  hear  the  Kingdom 
Heirs,  the  Chuck  Wagon  Gang, 
Michael  Combs,  and  the  Dixie  Ech- 
oes; and  Wednesday  at  Biltmore 
House  with  lunch  at  the  Deerpark 
Restaurant.  There  will  also  be  time  for 
local  interests  such  as  the  Farmers 
Market.  Participants  will  return  home 
on  Thursday.  The  cost  of  this  Fall 
package  is  $250  which  includes  trans- 
portation, breakfast  and  three  night's 
lodging  at  Cragmont,  tickets  to 
Dollywood  and  Biltmore  House,  and 
lunch  at  Deerpark.  Fill  out  the  reser- 
vation form  below  and  return  to 
Cragmont  with  your  $100  deposit 
soon!  Buses  will  run  the  US  70  and 
264  highway  corridors. 


FALL  FESTIVAL  2004  REGISTRATION 


Name: 


Address: 


City: 


State: 


Zip: 


Telephone: 


First  floor  room  needed: 


Roommate: 


Deposit  of  $100  per  person  required. 


Number  attending. 


Make  checks  payable  to:  Cragmont  and  mail  to 
Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 

or  charge  your:  Visa,  MasterCard,  Discover,  American  Express 
by  calling  or  e-mailing  this  information  at  (877)  669-7677  or  <Cragmont@charter.net>. 


i  i 
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THE  CRAGMONT  #25:  2004— THE  YEAR  OF  SILVER! 

When:  August  5-6 
Tee  Times:  8:30  a.m.  &  1:15  p.m.  each  day 
Where:  Happy  Valley  Country  Club 
Hwy  264,  Wilson,  NC 

We  continued  several  recent  enhancements  in  last  year's  edition  of  The  Cragmont.  Those  enhancements  include  compe- 
tition levels  for  all  ages  as  well  as  continuing  the  Ladies'  competition.  The  divisions  are  called  LEGENDS,  SUPER  SE- 
NIORS, SENIORS,  OPEN,  and  LADIES.  This  year  we  will  award  1st  and  2nd  place  Gross  and  1st  Place  Net  for  Seniors  and 
Super  Seniors.  We  will  once  again  offer  an  additional  flight  for  ladies  if  we  have  at  least  8  Ladies  teams. 

It  has  always  been  our  goal  to  craft  an  event  that  is  enjoyable  and  offers  competitive  levels  that  are  equitable  for  all  players. 
We  plan  to  make  the  same  offerings  for  2004  with  some  modifications  to  enhance  the  continuation  of  that  effort.  Come  join 
us  again  this  year,  as  we  celebrate  our  Silver  Anniversary,  and  be  a  part  of  the  fun  and  relaxation  that  comes  from  participat- 
ing in  one  of  the  best  sports  on  Earth.  Not  only  will  you  have  a  good  time,  but  you  will  be  helping  support  a  wonderful 
institution. 


Legends 

•  Four  players,  male  or  female,  Com- 
bined ages  of  all  players  must  total 
at  least  275,  no  player  under  60. 

•  Tee  time  is  shotgun  start  at  8:30  a.m., 

August  7. 

•  Entry  fee  is  $50. 

•  Award  1st  place  gross  and  net. 

Super  Seniors 

•  Four  players,  male  or  female,  Com- 
bined ages  of  all  players  must  total 
at  least  235,  no  player  under  50. 

•  Tee  time  is  shotgun  start  at  8:30  a.m., 

August  7 

•  Entry  fee  is  $60. 

Legends,  Super  Seniors  and  Seniors 
will  enjoy  a  meal  at  12:30  p.m.  on  Thurs- 
day All  awards  will  be  presented  at  the 
the  Awards  Dinner  on  Friday  night. 

Seniors — 50  &  Over 

•  Four  players,  male  or  female,  All 
team  members  50  years  of  age  or 
more. 

•  Tee  time  is  shotgun  start  any  of  4 
available  tee  times. 

•  Entry  fee  is  $65. 

•  Award  1st  and  2nd  place  gross  and 

1st  place  net. 

Open 

•  Four  players,  male  or  female,  Any 
age. 

•  Tee  time  is  shotgun  start  any  of  4 
available  tee  times. 

•  Entry  fee  is  $75. 

•  Four  Categories:  Masters-Players- 
Pa  trons-Competitors 

•  Winner-Take-All  in  each  category. 


Ladies 

•  Four  players,  female,  any  age. 

•  Tee  time  is  shotgun  start  any  of  4 
available  tee  times. 

•  Entry  fee  is  $45. 

•  Award  1st  and  2nd  places  (2  Flights 

if  at  least  8  teams) 

Competition  Holes 

•  Closest-to-the-pin  #4 

•  Closest-to-the-pin  #6 

•  Closest-to-the-pin  #10 

•  Closest-to-the-pin  #14 

Closest-to-the-pin  is  awarded  based  on 
all  players  for  the  entire  tournament. 

All  entry  fees  include  Mulligan  and 
$10  in  chances.  Additional  chances 
may  be  purchased  at  registration.  No 
additional  Mulligans  will  be  sold. 

•  All  playoffs  will  be  decided  by  a  clos- 

est-to-the-pin competition. 

•  Requests  will  be  granted  on  a  first- 
registered  basis. 

•  Teams  are  urged  to  register  by  mail, 

phone  or  e-mail  as  soon  as  possible. 

•  The  tournament  will  conclude  with 
an  awards  banquet  scheduled  for  7 
p.m.  on  Friday  afternoon  at  Bill's  Bar- 
becue. Spouses  and  children  of  par- 
ticipants are  welcomed  and  encour- 
aged to  attend. 

Please  notice  the  Legends  and  Super  Se- 
niors. Combined  ages  of  275  for  Legends 
allows  golfers,  for  example  of  ages  74,  72, 
69,  and  60  to  partner  in  this  division.  Com- 
bined ages  of  235 for  Super  Seniors  allows 
golfers,  for  example,  of  ages  64, 62, 59,  and 
50  to  partner  in  this  division. 


Point  Scale 

Player  Handicap  Average  Pts. 
Status  Score 

A         6  or  less       79  or  less  4 

B          7-13            80-87  3 

C        14-18            88-94  2 

D        19  or  more     95  or  more  1 

Seniors  Categories 

Competitors  4-8  Points 

Patrons  9-11  Points 

Masters  More  than  11  Points 

Open  Categories 

Competitors  4-7  Points 

Patrons  8-9  Points 

Players  10-12  Points 

Masters  13-16  Points 

Do  not  assume  any  conversation  with  any 
tournament  official  piror  to  receipt  of  this 
publication  has  guaranteed  your  tee  time! 

This  tournament  supports  the  camp 
life  of  up  to  15  young  people  at 
Cragmont  in  the  North  Carolina  moun- 
tains each  year  by  affording  discounts 
for  their  volunteerism  during  the  tour- 
nament. 

You  may  register  by  calling: 
Dana  or  Brian  Batchelor 
(252)  291-4497 
or 

Rick  Watson 
(919)  284-5355  (H) 
(919)  284-7004  (W) 

Or  register  on-line  at: 
<www.cragmontgolf.org> . 
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CONVENTION  NOMINATION  PROCEDURES 

The  Nominating  Committee  of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  invites  all  boards,  commitees,  churches,  and 
pastors  to  submit  nominations  for  the  vacancies  to  be  filled  at  the  2004  Convention.  Nominations  must  include  the  name, 
church,  occupation,  and  a  short  paragraph  describing  the  qualifications  and /or  gifts  the  person  would  bring  to  the  board, 
committee,  or  office,  and  the  name  of  the  person  or  group  making  the  nomination.  Nominations  must  be  postmarked  no 
later  than  July  31,  2004.  Nominations  received  after  that  date  will  not  be  considered  by  the  committee. 

The  Nominating  Committee  will  make  its  decision  and  contact  the  persons  nominated.  A  report  will  be  prepared  for 
publication  in  the  Convention  Report  Book. 

The  following  individuals  were  selected  by  the  Executive  Committee  to  serve  on  the  Nominating  Committee:  Albermarle 
Conference,  Lloyd  Jones;  Cape  Fear  Conference,  Frank  Harrison;  Central  Conference,  Gary  Bailey;  Eastern  Conference,  Adrian 
Grubbs;  Pee  Dee  Association,  Dallas  Byrd;  Piedmont  Conference,  Dale  Belvin;  and  Western  Conference,  De  W.  Eakes. 


Vacancies  To  Be  Filled 
At  The  2004  Convention 
Convention  Officers: 
President  (2006) 
Vice-President  (2006) 
Executive  Committee: 
Cape  Fear  (2006) 
Central  (2006) 
Eastern  (2006) 
Children's  Home  Board: 

3  vacancies:  Terms  ending  (2008) 
Church  Finance  Association 
Representative: 

1  vacancy:  Term  ending  (2005) 
Cragmont  Assembly  Stock 
Representative: 

2  vacancies:  Terms  ending  (2007) 
Foreign  Missions: 

1  vacancy:  Term  ending  (2009) 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation  Representative: 
1  vacancy:  Term  ending  (2005) 
Home  Missions: 
1  vacancy:  Term  ending  (2011) 
Minister's  Program: 

1  vacancy:  Term  ending  (2009) 
Mount  Olive  College: 

5  vacancies:  Terms  ending  (2010) 
Retirement  Homes  Ministry: 

2  vacancies:  Terms  ending  (2009) 
Convention  Board  of  Trustees: 

1  vacancy:  Term  ending  (2007) 

Chaplain's  Commission: 

1  vacancy:  Term  ending  (2009) 

Commission  of  OFWB 

Student  Fellowships: 

1  vacancy:  Term  ending  (2007) 

Historical  Commission: 

1  vacancy:  Term  ending  (2007) 

Layman's  League  Board: 

4  vacancies:  Terms  ending  (2007) 
Sunday  School  Board: 

3  vacancies:  Terms  ending  (2007) 


NOMINATION  FORM 


I  (we)  would  like  to  nominate 


for  con- 


sideration by  the  Nominating  Committee  to  fill  the  following  vacancy 


The  information  below  is  required  to  complete  the  nomination: 


Nominee's  Church  Membership 


Conference 


Occupation, 


Qualifications  this  person  would  bring  to  the  position. 


Signature  of  person  or  group  making  the  recommendation 


Date 


Mail  this  form  to:  Nominating  Committee,  118  Ridgecrest  Drive,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365. 
(Forms  should  be  postmarked  no  later  than  July  31  for  consideration  by  the  committee.) 
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"ASSOCIATE  MEMBER 
ATTENDS  MINISTER'S  CONFERENCE' 

by  Mr.  Jerry  Thoa,  Lao  Evangelical  Church  ofValdese,  NC 


I  came  to  know  Mr.  Graham  Lane 
when  I  drove  my  wife  to  meet  with 
Mary  Dudley  and  Mr.  Lane  at  the 
Cracker  Barrel  Restaurant  of 
Burlington  to  discuss  Vacation  Bible 
School  for  the  Lao  Evangelical  Church 
of  Valdese.  During  this  meeting,  Mr. 
Lane  invited  me  to  attend  the  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  Minister's  Conference 
in  May  2004.  I  agreed  to  attend  with 
him.  Since  then,  I  kept  in  touch  with 
Mr.  Lane  and  was  very  excited  about 
this  Minister's  Conference. 

We  arrived  at  Cragmont  Assembly 
for  the  OFWB  Minister's  Conference 
before  the  sun  set.  There  were  few  min- 
isters there  during  that  evening.  After 
registering,  we  went  looking  for  a  place 
to  eat.  The  night  went  by  quickly  and 
quietly.  The  next  morning,  all  God's 
soldiers  arrived  and  were  ready  to 
work. 


Pictured  is  Mr.  Jerry  Thoa,  the  son  of  a 
H'mong  minister.  Jerry  lives  in  Valdese,  NC, 
where  he  works  with  the  youth  of  Lao  Evangeli- 
cal Church.  The  Lao  Evangelical  Church  of 
America  is  an  associate  member  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

During  the  Conference,  I  learned 
many  strategies  to  motivate  God's  sol- 
diers and  also  had  a  chance  to  meet 
many  ministers.  I  really  enjoyed  Mon- 


day night  fellowship  and  Tuesday 
morning  serivce.  Most  of  all,  I  really 
learned  a  lot  from  Dr.  M.  Robert 
Mulholland  Jr.'s  teaching.  His  teaching 
had  encouraged  and  motivates  me  to 
continue  the  work  of  the  Lord.  I  also 
had  a  chance  to  meet  with  many  min- 
isters who  weren't  afraid  of  sharing  our 
cultural  differences  and  were  also  in  the 
field  of  ministering  to  others  about  the 
blessings  that  God  has  provided  for 
each  of  us  when  we  face  hardships  as 
God's  messengers. 

Overall,  I  really  enjoyed  my  time  at 
the  camp  and  appreciate  Mr.  Lane  for 
inviting  me  to  this  OFWB  Minister's 
Conference  and  all  that  he  has  done  for 
me.  I  hope  that  someday  the  Lord  will 
guide  and  open  the  door  for  me  to  be 
able  to  work  with  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  to  send  the  Gospel  message  to 
all  creations. 


Layman's  LcACut 


SCENES  FROM  STATE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE  LADIES'  NIGHT 
AT  HARRELL'S  CHAPEL  FWB  CHURCH  ON  MAY  7,  2004 
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SCENES  FROM  THE  BOY  SCOUT  CAMPOREE  AT  CAMP 

VANDEMERE  MAY  21-23,  2004 


(AMP  VflflDtNtRE 


CAMP  VANDEMERE'S  EIGHTH  ANNUAL 
"SINGIN'  BY  THE  RIVER" 


5* 


A3C 


FRIDAY,  AUGUST  20,  7:30  p.m. 
FEATURING 
The  Carlson  Trio,  The  bAalyass  Family,  Trilogy 


SATURDAY,  AUGUST  21,  9:30  a.m. 
FEATURING 
Second  Edition,  The  Curtis  Family,  The  bAarllooro  Boys 
Called  Out,  Heavenly  Sonrise 

DESSERTS  CAMP 
FOR  r<  *  1    tii  VANDEMERE 

sale  all        Flsh  Plates,  Hot  Dogs,  Hamburgers,    t-shirts  for 
day  and  Concessions  will  be  available. 


SALE 


A  Love  offering  will  be  received  in  the  morning  and  in  the 
afternoon  with  all  proceeds  going  to  Camp  Vandemere. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist   23  July  2004 


On  the  Education  of  Ministers 

by  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Guest  Writer 


Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  is  a  proposal 
from  the  Ministerial  Association  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  which  calls  for  an  expanded  and  improved  program 
for  the  education  of  ministers.  At  the  root  of  this  proposal 
is  an  awareness  that  our  Church  is  facing  a  crisis  in  ministry. 

Perhaps  the  most  difficult  assignment  in  our 
denomination  today  is  to  serve  on  a  pastoral  search 
committee.  Not  long  ago  I  was  talking  with  a  prominent 
layman  who  was  on  a  search  committee  for  his  church.  His 
pastor  had  retired  after  a  long  and  successful  tenure,  during 
which  the  church  had  experienced  significant  progress  and 
growth,  undergirded  by 
spiritual  unity.  Although  the 
pastor  had  given  proper  notice 
of  his  forthcoming  retirement, 
months  had  passed.  While  a 
number  of  prospects  had  been 
interviewed,  the  church  had  not  found  an  available  pastor 
whom  it  considered  qualified  to  provide  the  kind  of 
leadership  and  services  the  church  needed.  "If  anyone  had 
told  me  that  the  situation  was  that  critical,  I  would  not  have 
believed  it,"  he  said  as  he  shook  his  head  in  despair. 
Currently,  more  than  ten  percent  of  our  churches  are  in  the 
situation  of  this  church — in  search  of  pastors  suitable  to  the 
needs  and  vision  of  their  churches. 

The  issue  confronting  us  is  not  whether  a  minister  needs 
an  education.  Everyone  supports  the  concept  of  an  educated 
ministry;  for  without  some  education  a  minister  would  not 
be  able  to  read — not  even  the  Bible — nor  would  he  have  a 
sufficient  command  of  language  to  effectively  deliver  a 
sermon. 


of  education  is  needed  for  leadership  and  service  in  fostering 
the  spiritual  nurture  of  a  church  and  for  advancing  the 
Kingdom  of  God  on  Earth.  Education  is  not  a  substitute 
for  a  calling  to  the  Christian  ministry,  nor  is  it  a  substitute 
for  the  spiritual  life  of  the  pastor;  rather  it  is  a  supplement — 
an  essential  supplement— in  the  conditions  of  modern  life. 
In  the  long  run,  the  pew  will  not  rise  above  the  pulpit. 

While  education  alone  will  not  solve  the  crisis  in  ministry 
confronting  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  the  crises  cannot  be 
solved  apart  from  education.  A  call  from  God  to  the  ministry 
is  a  call  to  prepare  ourselves  to  "walk  worthy  of  the 

vocation"  wherein  we  are 
called"  (Ephesians  4:1).  To 
offer  God  anything  less  than 
the  highest  development  of 
the  potential  with  which  He 
has  endowed  us  is  to  be 
unworthy  of  our  calling. 

The  call  of  the  Ministerial  Association  is  a  call  to  provide 
an  enriched  and  expanded  program  of  education  for  our 
ministers — a  program  that  is  rooted  in  the  faith  and  heritage 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and  a  program  that  will  equip 
ministers  to  effectively  fulfill  their  high  calling.  This  call 
merits  our  highest  priority,  for  whatever  happens  to  our 
ministry  will  eventually  happen  to  our  church;  and  whatever 
happens  to  our  church  will  eventually  happen  to  its 
ministries,  including  Mount  Olive  College,  the  Children's 
Home,  Home  and  Foreign  Missions,  Cragmont,  and  all  our 
other  endeavors. 

In  the  words  of  the  Prophet  Isaiah,  we  are  called  to  enlarge 
the  place  of  our  tent;  but  to  do  so,  we  must  lengthen  our 


The  basic  issue  is  what  kind  of  education  and  what  level      cords  and  strengthen  our  stakes  (Isaiah  54:2). 


The  above  column  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  new  columns  that  will  be  included  in 
The  Free  Will  Baptist.  The  staff  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  would  like  your  help  in  the 
continuation  of  this  column  and  the  beginning  of  others.  A  commitment  to  helping 
with  a  column  does  not  mean  you  will  be  required  to  write  one  each  month,  but, 
rather,  that  you  will  send  us  submissions  you  feel  led  to  contribute — when  you  feel 
led  to  contribute.  We  will  print  them  according  to  their  topics,  time  sensitivity,  and  as 
space  permits. 

If  you  would  be  willing  to  contribute  periodically  or  would  like  more  information  on 
the  columns,  please  check  off  any  you  may  be  interested  in  and  send  this  form  to: 
Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  PO  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513. 

□  Perspective    □  Youth  Beat     □  Senior  Moments      □  Inside  the  Nest 

□  Single..  And  Lovin' It   □  Church  Growth  Strategies  □  Ministry  in  Action 


Name  

PhoneX 


E-mail 


People  i  Everts 


MEMORIAL  DAY 

Walnut  Creek  Church  of  LaGrange 
had  the  pleasure  of  honoring  the 
Coastal  Plains  Chapter  of  Ex-POWs 
from  World  War  II  on  Sunday,  May 
30,  at  their  morning  worship  service. 
Everyone  was  pinned  with  red- 
white-and-blue  ribbons,  and  we  sang 
many  patriotic  hymns.  We  also  said 
"The  Pledge  of  Allegiance." 

Katie  Herring  recently  traveled  to 
the  Washington,  D.C.,  area  and 
shared  some  inspiring  moments  with 
us.  She  was  privileged  to  tour  the 
World  War  II  Memorial  and  shared 
some  pictures  with  us.  She  also 
shared  with  us  a  poem,  "The  Ones 
Who  Were  There,"  from  the  Vietnam 
Memorial.  This  program  was  espe- 
cially appropriate  since  the  World 
War  II  veterans  were  being  honored 
this  year  with  the  dedication  of  their 
memorial.  This  part  of  the  service  was 
most  inspirational. 

Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  Tony  McLamb, 
used  Psalm  23  in  his  message,  re- 
minding us  of  our  privileges  as 
Americans  in  a  God-fearing  country 
and  the  blessings  of  His  protection  in 
times  of  trial  and  oppression.  We  are 
grateful  to  those  who  gave  their  lives 
for  the  freedoms  we  enjoy,  to  those 
who  miraculously  survived,  and  to 
those  who  today  serve  our  country 
on  foreign  soil.  We  realize  the  value 
of  our  prayers  for  His  guidance  in 
decisions  made  by  the  leaders  of  our 
country  and  for  protection  of  our 
troops.  May  we  always  be  favored 
with  God's  blessings  for  America. 

Our  guests  joined  us  for  dinner  in 
the  fellowship  building  following  the 
service.  We  enjoyed  this  opportunity 
to  honor  those  who  gave  so  much  for 
us  and  to  further  fellowship  with 
them  throughout  dinner.  Because  of 
them,  this  Memorial  Day  was  espe- 
cially significant  to  us  and  the  youth 
of  our  church. 

God  blessed  us  with  a  beautiful 
day  of  worship  and  a  wonderful  time 
together. 


SMYRNA  CHURCH  NEWS 


Following  their  worship  service  on  May  23,  pastor  Jonathan  Pearce  of 
Smyrna  Church  and  members  of  the  congregation  placed  flags  on  the  graves 
of  deceased  veterans  in  the  church  cemetery.  This  was  in  honor  of  Memorial 
Day.  Those  being  remembered  were  Eugene  Barefoot,  Ray  Cashwell,  Roy 
Denning,  James  D.  Johnson,  James  Maurice  Norris,  Earl  J.  Parker,  Hilbert  H. 
Parker,  Henry  A.  Powell,  Charles  C.  Smith  (brother  of  past  national  commander 
of  the  American  Legion  Ray  G.  Smith  who  was  killed  in  a  plane  crash  off  the 
coast  of  Japan  returning  to  South  Korea)  along  with  Smith's  other  three  broth- 
ers Aldus,  Earl,  and  John.  Others  included  Sherrill  L.  Tart,  Jack  W.  Wilkins, 
and  Samuel  Edward  Williford. 

GRADUATES  HONORED 


Graduates  honored  at  Symrna  Church  on  Sunday,  May  23  were  Nicole 
Watson,  John  Caviness,  and  Cortney  Barefoot.  They  are  pictured  with  minis- 
ter Jonathan  Pierce  offering  congratulations.  Caden  Allen  was  recognized  for 
having  graduated  from  pre-school  and  his  brother,  Chasen,  for  having  gradu- 
ated from  eighth  grade. 
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POWHATAN  CHURCH  NEWS 


The  fourth  annual  Mother/ Daugh- 
ter Banquet  was  held  at  Powhatan  on 
Saturday,  May  8.  There  were  over  45 
women  present  for  the  meal  and  fel- 
lowship. Helen  Barbour  gave  the  de- 
votion and  games  followed  with  a  va- 
riety of  gifts  for  the  ladies.  The  follow- 
ing day,  Sunday,  May  9,  Powhatan  held 
a  baptismal  service  for  Susan  LaPlant, 
Evelyn  and  Brandi  Benson,  Mariana 
Lord,  and  Wendy  Phippin.  Mariana 
and  Eddie  Lord  had  their  children 
Terah  and  Justin  dedicated  to  the  Lord 
in  a  ceremony  later  in  the  month. 

Powhatan  Laymen  held  a  pancake 
supper  benefit  for  accident  victim 
Rickey  McLeod  on  May  22,  raising  over 
$580  to  assist  with  his  medical  ex- 
penses. In  a  special  ceremony  on  May 
23,  the  Rev.  Bogle,  the  deacons,  and  all 
licensed  or  ordained  ministers  present 
prayed  for  the  Lord's  protection  for 
Danny  Muller  as  he  prepares  to  leave 
for  training  with  the  US  Marine  Corps 


this  summer.  He  is  the  son  of  Wayne 
and  Sandy  Muller. 
Graduation  services  were  held  May  29 
at  Clayton  High  School.  Congratula- 
tions to  Powhatan  seniors  Ben  Jones, 
son  of  Stan  and  Deb  Jones;  Sarah 
Cavanaugh,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Darella  Cavanaugh;  and  to  marshall 
Nikki  Jones. 


Sandy,  Danny,  and  Wayne  Muller  after  the 
prayer  service  of  dedication  for  Danny's  upcom- 
ing Marine  Corps  training  and  deployment. 


Three  generations  at  the  Mother/Daughter 
banquet:  Crystal  Guy,  Sarah  Carroll,  and  Jackie 
Guy.  Photos  were  taken  of  family  groups  at  the 
end  of  the  evening. 


BESSIE  WHALEY  HOWARD  HONORED 
AT  SMITH'S  NEW  HOME 


On  April  25, 2004,  the  fam- 
ily of  Mrs.  Bessie  Whaley 
Howard  hosted  a  luncheon 
at  Smith's  New  Home 
Church  in  honor  of  her 
ninety-sixth  birthday. 

During  the  morning  ser- 
vice, Mrs.  Bessie,  who  was 
fashionably  dressed  with  a 
beautiful  black  hat,  was  rec- 
ognized and  honored.  The 
"Recipe  for  Happiness,"  she 
contributed  to  a  cookbook 
compiled  by  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  was  read  as  a  tribute 
to  her. 

Mrs.  Bessie,  one  of  nine  children,  is  the  daughter  of  Felix 
and  Serena  Whaley.  She  accepted  Christ  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen, was  baptized  and  became  a  member  of  Smith's  New 
Home  Church.  There,  she  remained  an  active,  faithful, 
member  until  recent  years  when  her  health  prevented  her 
regular  attendance.  We,  the  members  of  Smith's  New 
Home,  are  thankful  for  Mrs.  Bessie's  lifetime  of  service 
and  her  positive  example  of  Christianity. 


Bessie  Whaley  Howard 


RECIPE  FOR  HAPPINESS 

1  head  of  common  sense 

2  eyes  to  see  only  beauty 

2  ears  to  hear  truth  and  believe 
1  nose  to  smell  goodness 

1  mouth  to  speak  cheerfidly 

2  lips  to  smile 
1  throat  to  szvallow  pride 
2  shoulders  for  someone  to  cry  upon 
2  arms  to  comfort  the  sorrowful 
2  hands  for  giving 
10  fingers  for  helping  your  fellow  man 

1  heart  for  only  loving 

2  knees  to  pray  upon 

2  legs  to  carry  hope  everywhere 

2  feet  to  trod  the  right  path 

10  toes  to  be  stepped  upon  endlessly 
1  soul  to  give  to  God. 

Combine  all  ingredients  well  in  oneself  Partake  constantly 
for  twenty-four  hours  a  day.  Abundantly  serve  all  mankind. 
This  will  keep  forever. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE:  BEHIND  ENEMY  LINES 
REPORT  OF  2004  YOUTH  CONVENTION 


The  2004  Youth  Convention  took 
place  at  Mount  Olive  College  on  Fri- 
day, May  14,  through  Sunday  May  16, 
with  the  theme,  "Behind  Enemy  Lines." 
The  theme  verse  for  the  weekend  was, 
"And  we  know  that  we  are  of  God..." 
(1  John  5:19). 

There  were  33  churches  registered  for 
the  weekend  for  a  total  of  264  staying 
on  campus.  All  dorm  rooms  were  filled 
(some  were  OVERfilled!)  with  the 
crowd  that  came  out  for  the  whole 
weekend.  The  new  "Kids  Zone"  was 
open  in  the  Murphy  Center  during  the 
different  sessions. 

Session  1  opened  at  8  p.m.  with  a  wel- 
come and  invocation.  "Brothers  in 
Christ"  presented  the  message  through 
music  followed  by  praise  and  worship 
led  by  the  Shady  Grove  Praise  Band. 
Scott  Satterfield  of  Black  Jack  Church 
gave  the  message  from  Genesis  3:1-13 
and  discussed  where  original  sin  came 
into  the  world.  He  said  one  of  the  most 
common  sins  is  self-centeredness  and 
described  what  true  worship  means. 
We  often  see  a  worship  service  and  the 
pulpit  as  the  stage,  the  speaker  as  the 
actor,  and  the  congregation  as  the  au- 
dience. He  said  in  reality,  the  WORLD 
is  the  stage,  WE  are  the  actors,  and 
GOD  is  the  audience  for  our  worship. 
We  are  not  to  try  to  make  trades  with 
God,  but  give  ourselves  completely  to 
Him,  expecting  no  payback  or  recog- 
nition for  our  giving.  He  discussed  the 
story  of  the  paralytic  man  whose 
friends  took  him  to  Jesus  through  the 
roof  of  a  house.  He  called  them  the  "fel- 
lowship of  the  mat"  because  they  car- 
ried that  friend  on  his  mat  where  he 
needed  to  go — they  did  not  expect 
something  back  from  him — they  were 
just  helping  him.  We  must  be  that  way 
toward  others.  He  said  Satan  cannot 
shut  you  down  but  he  can  influence 
you  to  shut  yourself  down.  Satan  is  like 
a  snake  that  slithers  in  the  grass  and 
strikes  unexpectedly.  We  have  to  be 
watchful  for  our  enemy  and  have  a 
"real"  relationship  with  God,  not  just 
a  "surface"  one  in  order  to  stay  safe 
from  our  enemy  who  rules  this  world 
for  now. 


Submitted  by  Rita  Jones 

Evening  devotions  were  held  for 
each  age  group  at  10  p.m.  Dale  Belvin 
(Kenly  Church)  led  the  AFCs  and 
Phillip  James  and  Rachel  Langley 
(Powhatan  Church)  led  the  YFAs. 

On  Saturday,  the  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege Endowment  (project  for  2004)  was 
announced  at  $9,154.38  and  the  good 
news  was  that  a  volunteer  had  come 
forward  to  offer  to  make  the  difference 
to  the  $10,000  goal  if  no  other  churches 
came  forward  to  give.  In  addition  to 
those  listed  in  the  program  book, 
Stoney  Creek  (Western)  gave  $200;  and 
Smyrna  and  Palmer  Memorial  (Cape 
Fear)  gave  $150  each.  Dianne  Riley 
accepted  the  gift  and  presented  one  of 
her  own.  In  honor  of  the  20th  conven- 
tion meeting  at  Mount  Olive,  she  asked 
all  Mount  Olive  alumni  present  to  come 
forward.  She  presented  a  framed  cer- 
tificate of  recognition  to  Martha  Par- 
sons for  the  years  of  cooperation  and 
support  between  the  college  and  the 
Youth  Convention. 

Shady  Grove  Praise  band  led  in  wor- 
ship in  song  prior  to  the  devotion, 
given  by  John  Robert  Harris  of 
Westside.  He  used  references  from  the 
movie,  "Finding  Nemo,"  to  relate  how 
Christians  can  have  short  term  memory 
loss.  He  told  how  we  need  to  begin  on 
the  milk  of  the  Word  and  grow  to  big- 
ger things.  As  Christians  we  each  need 
love  and  support  from  others. 

State  talent  representatives  from  each 
district  performed  following  Session  2. 
Chris  Singleton  (Foreign  Missions )  had 
some  slides  and  presentations  of  the 
mission  field  set-up  in  Murphy  Center 
for  anyone  who  wanted  an  alternative 
activity  All  state  representatives  were 
recognized  by  their  district  and  given 
a  ribbon  in  a  ceremony  in  the  Murphy 
Center  on  Saturday  afternoon.  Six 
churches  were  recognized  as  achieving 
gold  levels  and  were  presented  with 
the  Elizabeth  C.  Hansley  Outstanding 
Youth  Program  Award.  There  were  two 
new  participants — Bethel  (Cape  Fear) 
and  Piney  Grove  (Western).  Rita  Jones 
(Cape  Fear)  and  Kathy  Cahoon 


(Albemarle)  gave  a  brief  explanation  of 
the  program,  and  churches  were  en- 
couraged to  participate  next  year.  Pub- 
lic Speakers  and  Lesson  Presenters 
gave  their  demonstrations  after  the 
awards  ceremony. 

Various  workshops  followed  at  4  p.m. 
Leaders  had  discussions  with  state  and 
district  directors  in  the  Hennessee 
Room  about  the  overall  youth  pro- 
gram. The  good  and  the  bad  of  the 
weekend's  activities  were  discussed 
along  with  the  similarities/ differences 
in  districts.  It  was  recommended  that 
a  survey  about  the  weekend  and 
monthly  activities  be  sent  out  for  Youth 
Leaders  to  have  input  in  future  plan- 
ning. 

The  Joy  Williams  concert  was  held 
in  College  Hall  that  evening.  She  gave 
her  testimony  and  gave  praise  in  song. 
She  signed  autographs  and  had  pic- 
tures following  the  concert. 

New  officers  were  installed  follow- 
ing the  concert  and  everyone  enjoyed 
an  ice  cream  party.  New  officers  are: 
Mindy  Glover,  President;  Crystal 
Dunn,Vice  President;  Crystal  Guy,  Re- 
cording Secretary,  Adam  Windley,  Trea- 
surer; Hope  McPherson,  Correspond- 
ing Secretary;  and  Katherine  Cahoon, 
Program  Coordinator. 

On  Sunday,  there  was  an  Executive 
Committee  meeting  at  breakfast  and 
then  a  worship  service  in  Rodger's 
Chapel.  Shady  Grove  Praise  band  led 
the  praise  and  worship  time  and  the 
Western  District  youth  performed  spe- 
cial music. 

Mike  Syverson  of  Pleasant  Hill 
(Western)  spoke  on  how  Satan  wants 
us  to  choose  our  own  way  instead  of 
following  God's  way.  He  said  young 
people  would  face  choices  of  school 
selection,  career  plans,  whether  to  use 
alcohol  or  drugs,  and  many  other  im- 
portant "forks  in  the  road"  in  which 
Satan  would  be  ready  to  steer  them  into 
making  the  wrong  choice.  He  gave  the 
advice  of  praying  to  find  God's  plan 
instead  of  trying  to  make  our  own 
plans. 
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BLACK  JACK  CHURCH 
HONORS  GRADUATES 


Pictured:  (2nd  row):  Jenna  Leigh 
Whitehurst,  Leslie  Ann  Vainright,  Brad- 
ley Charles  Heath,  Matthew  Bridgers 
Wilkerson,  Krystal  Lynn  Gladson,  and 
Amanda  Boykin.  Pictured  in  the  rear  is 
Michael  Scott  Elks  who  received  an  engi- 
neering degree  from  N.C.  State  University. 

Sunday,  May  23,  2004,  Black  Jack 
Church  honored  their  graduates  with 
a  special  presentation  by  Scott 


Satterfield,  Youth/ Associate  Pastor. 
Graduates  were  challenged  to  be 
"Fruits  of  Labor"  for  themselves,  par- 
ents, family,  and  church.  A  special 
video  of  the  high  school  graduates  was 
shown  highlighting  each  one  with  pho- 
tos from  infancy  to  graduation.  Group 
photos  from  Sunday  School,  Vacation 
Bible  School,  and  church  youth  group 
activities  over  the  years  showed  the 
bonding  of  the  graduates. 

Certificates  were  presented  to  eighth 
grade  graduates  pictured  on  the  first 
row:  Elizabeth  Grace  Pierce,  Logan 
Lidelle  Mills,  Nicholas  Brian  Lewis,  Jes- 
sica Ann  Hudson,  and  Spencer  Chris- 
topher Corey.  Bibles  were  presented  to 
the  high  school  graduates. 

In  his  sermon,  Pastor  Phillip  Boykin 
challenged  the  graduates,  along  with 
their  families  and  church  friends,  to 
prepare  for  the  future  even  if  we  can- 
not look  into  the  future.  The  most  im- 
portant preparation  is  to  trust  in  Christ 
and  prepare  for  a  future  in  Heaven. 


CRAGMONT 
WOMAN'S  CONFERENCE 

August  3-7,  2004 
Speakers:  Kristie  Bailey  and  Kerri  Clayton 

REGISTRATION  FORM 


Name 


Address 


Phone 


Church 


If,  due  to  health  reasons,  you  require  downstairs  accommodations,  please  check 
here:   Please  list  the  names  of  those  with  whom  you  would  like  to  room: 


If  you  do  not  plan  to  ride  the  bus,  please  check  here: 


Mail  this  registration  form  along  with  a  $20  deposit  to: 
Teresa  M.  Ball,  6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road,  Grifton,  NC  28530 

A  balance  of  $145  will  be  due  upon  arrival  at  Cragmont. 

Make  checks  payable  to:  Cragmont  Woman's  Conference. 
A  day  trip  is  being  planned  with  approximate  cost  of  $70. 
There  will  be  two  afternoon  trips  into  Asheville  at  $10  each. 
Please  make  your  plans  now  to  join  us. 


BIBLE  BOWL 
COMPETITION 


The  YFA  and  AFCs  of  Hull  Road 
Church  of  Snow  Hill  were  in  the  dis- 
trict Bible  Bowl  competition  held  in 
Ayden.  The  YFA  placed  first  and  the 
AFCs  came  in  second. 

On  May  1,  2004,  the  YFA  traveled  to 
Mount  Olive  College  for  state  compe- 
tition. After  six  intense  rounds  of  ques- 
tions, Hull  Road  came  in  second. 

AFC  participants  were  David 
Wiggins,  Aaron  Harrison,  Jennifer 
Bennett,  Brent  Ginn,  and  Jordan 
Kennedy. 

Pictured  are  participants  of  YFA.  They 
are  front  row:  (l-r):  Mandy  Game,  Alex 
Brann,  and  Ryan  Wiggins.  Back  row  (l-r): 
Jennifer  Moye  (coach)  and  James  Wiggins. 

CHRIST  CHURCH 


Christ  Church,  Stokesdale,  NC, 
held  their  annual  Easter  Egg  Hunt  on 
April  10,  2004.  The  children,  as  well 
as  the  adults  that  attended  enjoyed 
an  afternoon  of  fun  and  fellowship 
with  good  food  and  prizes  for  all. 

NOTICE 

The  Cape  Fear  Conference /Union 
Meeting  will  hold  its  annual  Revival  on 
August  29,  2004,  at  Lee's  Chapel 
Church,  located  6  miles  from  Dunn,  on 
Hwy  421  South.  Supper  will  be  served 
at  5  p.m.  followed  by  the  revival  service. 
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Music  In  The  Morning  Service 

The  congregation  at  Pilgrim's  Rest 
stood  to  sing  the  hymn,  I'd  Rather 
Have  Jesus.  With  enthusiasm  Jack 
Goodwin  played  the  piano  while 
members  sang: 

The  church  choir  led  by  Jack 
Goodwin  came  forward  and  sang  He 
Touched  Me  and  He  Promised  Never  To 
Leave  Me  Alone.  Then,  Woody 
Hancock  III  sang  a  solo. 

Woody,  affectionately  called  Bo, 
will  be  a  student  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege beginning  the  fall  of  2004.  He 
won  a  music  scholarship  for  the  con- 
cert choir,  was  awarded  a  Free  Will 
Baptist  scholarship  and  an  Honors 
Scholarship.  Bo  admitted,  "I  believe 
the  Lord  meant  for  me  to  go  to  Mount 
Olive  College.  I  want  to  major  in 
music  performance  and  a  form  of 
education  for  teaching."  His  grand- 
father, Deacon  Donald  Styron  stood 
beside  him  with  pride. 

Lee  Adams'  Morning  Sermon 

"Boys  and  girls  are  in  trouble  to- 
day primarily  because  fathers  are  dis- 
tracted, overworked,  chemically  de- 
pendent, or  unable  to  cope,"  began 
Lee  Adams  as  he  was  delivering  his 
pre-Father's  Day  message.  "Children 
are  often  left  on  their  own.  Is  that  a 
good  thing?"  he  asked. 
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Richard  Styron  and  Laura  Styron 
were  on  hand  to  greet  people  com- 
ing to  Pilgrim's  Rest  Church  at  Ce- 
dar Island.  Adjacent  to  the  white 
wooden  church  was  the  new  fellow- 
ship hall,  dedicated  on  December  2, 
2004,  to  the  Rev.  Clifton  Styron's 
memory.  Inside  the  fellowship  hall 
hung  a  plaque  that  went  through  the 
alphabet  acknowledging  the  traits  of 
the  beloved  Clifton  Styron.  The 
plaque  read  at  the  top — A  Few 
Things  We  Remember  About  Our 
Beloved  Pastor.  The  first  four  letters 
of  the  alphabet  declared: 

...He  was. .  .Always  there  if  you 
needed  him,  day  or  night... he 
was.  ..Beloved  by  all  who  knew 
him. .  .he  was. .  .Compassionate 
and  Committed  beyond  all 
belief... he  was... Dedicated  to 
his  family,  friends,  and  church. 


Richard 
Styron  and 
Laura  Styroti 
greet  people 
at  the  door. 


Dr.  Pepper         Rev.  Michael 
Worthington  Warning 
Circuit  Writer       Circuit  Artist 


Editor's  Note:  The  Rev.  Michael 
Warning  and  Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 
are  acting  as  circuit  witnesses  to  our 
church  life  across  the  denomination. 
Mr.  Warning's  pen  and  ink  sketch  and 
Dr.  Worthington's  account  of  a  Sunday 
service  hope  to  awaken  a  new  interest 
in  what  is  going  on  in  our  churches 
across  the  denomination.  Each  issue  of 
The  Free  Will  Baptist  in  2004  will 
feature  a  church  visited  by  our  circuit 
witnesses. 

"Sometimes  it  is,"  he  answered.  "A 
child  learns  independence,  how  to 
handle  life.  But  the  truth  of  the  mat- 
ter is  the  state  of  the  family  in 
America  is  a  sad  commentary  for 
what  the  country  has  become.  The 
family  unit  is  going  away,"  he  de- 
clared. 

Shocking  Statistics 

Adams  presented  shocking  statis- 
tics regarding  troubled  children: 

(1)  Twenty-five  million  children  do 
not  live  with  their  fathers. 

(2)  Some  40%  of  children  are  in  fa- 
therless homes  and  do  not  see  their 
father  once  a  year. 

(3)  Some  85%  of  the  children  who 
exhibit  behavior  disorders  are  from 
fatherless  homes. 

(4)  Some  85%  of  people  in  prison 
are  from  fatherless  homes. 

Christian  Steps  to 
Address  Problems  of  Children 

Adams  indicated  a  list  of  steps  par- 
ents can  adopt  to  help  children.  First, 
he  stressed  telling  children  the  truth. 
"You  hurt  them  if  you  don't  tell  them 
the  truth.  Kids  are  a  lot  smarter  than 
we  give  them  credit  for." 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


Second,  spend  time  with  your  chil- 
dren. "Find  ways  to  spend  time  with 
your  children.  Talk  with  them.  Our 
children  are  the  most  important 
things  in  our  lives.  Spend  time  with 
them  at  the  dinner  table,  in  the  living 
room,  in  the  woods,  in  the  water. 
Anytime  you  can  be  with  your  child 
is  the  right  time." 


Third,  help  direct  and  support  kids. 
"How?"  Adams  asked.  "Teach  them 
the  principles  Jesus  Christ  taught  us. 
Those  principles  last  a  lifetime.  These 
principles  learned  and  practiced  may 
have  everlasting  results,"  concluded 
Adams. 


Woody 

("Bo") 
Hancock 
sang  a  solo 

for  the 
morning 

service. 


Lee 

\  Adams  is 
pastor  at 
Pilgrim's 
Rest 
Original 
Free  Will 
Baptist 
Church. 


The  Pilgrim's  Rest  Choir,  led  by  Jack 
Goodwin,  sang  He  Touched  Me. 


Pilgrim's  Rest  OFWB  Church 
Cedar  Island,  North  Carolina 
Eastern  Conference 
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Beginning  with  the  January  2005 
issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist, 

the  advertising  rates  listed  below  will  take  effect.These 
charges  will  apply  to  any  announcements,  coming  event 
listings,  invitations,  and  registration  forms.  There  is  no 
charge  for  article  submissions.  If  you  have  any  questions, 
contact  the  editor  at  (800)  849-3927  ext.  227  or  by 
e-mail  at  <editor@fwbpress.com>. 


Display  Ads 


1/8 

page  = 

=  $10 

1/4 

page  = 

=  $15 

1/3 

page  = 

=  $20 

1/2 

page  = 

=  $25 

2/3 

page  = 

=  $30 

3/4 

page  = 

=  $35 

Full 

page  = 

=  $40 

Churches  &  Ministry  Positions  =  $10 
Personal  Information  Changes  =  Free 


These  rates  are  for  first-time  runs.  Additional  consecu- 
tive runs  are  half-price  (of  equal  or  lesser  size). 

The  printing  of  ads  is  contingent  on  the  availability  of 
space.  We  reserve  the  right  to  condense  space  as  neces- 
sary. You  will  be  charged  only  for  the  actual  size  used. 


SUBMISSION  DEADLINE  INFORMATION 
FOR  ARTICLES  AND  ADVERTISING 

The  deadline  for  submissions  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist  is 
the  5th  day  of  the  month  prior  to  publication.  (Example: 
Items  to  be  published  in  a  January  issue  must  be  in  no 
later  than  the  5th  day  of  December.)  You  may  submit 
items  by  any  of  the  following  methods: 

•  E-mail  to  <editor@fwbpress.com>, 

•  Fax  to  (252)  746-9248,  Attn:  Editor, 

•  Hand  deliver,  or 

•  Mail  to:  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

PO  Box  159 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 

*no  phone-in  or  handwritten  information  will  be 
accepted!  All  material  must  be  typewritten! 
*plctures  are  not  returned  unless  there  is  an  ap- 
PROPRIATE  SELF- ADDRESSED  stamped  envelope  included! 

Submissions  for  Personal  Information  Changes  will  be  run 
for  2  months  only. 


TroopsT 


Churches  6  Ministry 
Positions  Available 


Kenly  Church  is  seeking  a  full  time  pastor.  Anyone  interested 
may  send  a  confidential  resume  to:  Earl  Blackmon,  PO  Box 
321,  Kenly,  NC  27542. 

The  Reverend  Charles  Petit,  is  available  for  pastoral  or  supply 
work.  You  may  contact  him  at  (919)  553-5741. 

The  Reverend  Ronnie  Drake  is  available  for  interim,  pulpit, 
supply,  or  revivals.  You  may  contact  him  at  (252)  729-1765  or 
(252)  671-9405. 

Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Central  Conference,  has  begun  the 
search  for  a  part-time  Youth  Director.  Persons  interested  in 
this  position  may  call  Linda  Taylor  at  (252)  717-5996  or  send 
resumes  to:  Pleasant  Hill  OFWB  Church,  Search  Committee, 
8539  Hwy  43  S.,  Grimesland,  NC  27837. 


f        A  Christian  is  a  mind  \ 

i  through  which  Christ  thinks,  i 

I  a  heart  through  which  Christ 

I  loves,  a  voice  through  which  I 

f  Christ  speaks,  a  hand  through  ' 

\         which  Christ  helps.  ( 


WANTS  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU  IF  YOU: 

have  a  new  address,  received  damaged  or  duplicate 
copies,  missed  an  issue,  experienced  any  billing  prob- 
lems, or  you  want  to  renew.  You  may  contact  us  by 
e-mail  at:  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone  at 
(252)  746-6128  or  (800)  849-3927. 
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DURHAM        NC  27706 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc. 

Ayden  Bible  Bookstore 

3928  Lee  Street 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  746-6128  •  (800)  849-3927 


New  Bern  Bible  Bookstore 

1232  South  Glenburnie  Road 
Glenburnie  Plaza 
New  Bern,  NC  28562 
(252)  638-6193  •  (800)  875-8048 


Kinston  Bible  Bookstore 

123  North  Queen  Street 
Kinston,  NC  28501 
(252)  527-2843  •  (800)  875-8049 


Subscribe 

The  Free  Will  Baptist 


□  New  Subscription 


or 


□  Renewal 


Individuals: 

□  1  year  (12  issues)  $13.00 

□  2  years  (24  issues)  $24.00 
4  years  (48  issues)  $47.00 


Yes!  I  want  to  subscribe  and  stay  informed. 

Name  (please  print)  

Address  


City. 


State 


Zip 
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for  God  is  love  (1  John  4:8). 


The  Christian  Journey 

by  Darren  E.  Davenport,  Editor 


Once  upon  a  time,  in  a  far  away  land  where  no  prob- 
lems exist...  NOT! 

There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  Utopia — at  least  not  on 
this  planet,  anyway.  Whether  or  not  we  are  Christians, 
problems  abound.  As  Christians,  we  have  strength 
through  Christ  to  help  us  in  any  circum- 
stance that  may  come  our  way  (see 
Philippians  4:13). 

We  all  have  our  "set  of  problems"  or 
"difficulties"  that  we  live  or  function  with 
day-in  and  day-out.  The  thing  that  makes 
us  who  we  are  is  how  we  deal  with  life's 
"curveballs."  We  can  allow  them  to  make  or  break  us. 
And  with  Christ  and  the  weapons  He  has  given  us  to 
combat  the  fiery  darts  that  come  our  way — the  Bible 
and  prayer — we  can  be  victors!  We  really  don't  have 
any  excuses. 

Now,  this  doesn't  mean  that  our  prayers  will  all  be 


answered  how  WE  think  they  should  be  answered.  It 
does  mean  that  they  will  be  answered  the  way  He 
knows  to  be  best. 

The  Bible  doesn't  promise  an  easy  ride  through  life 
for  Christians.  If  anything,  it  will  probably  be  more  dif- 
ficult. We  can  see  that  all  over  the  news 
today.  Religious  freedom  and  freedom  of 
speech  seem  to  apply  to  everyone  except 
Christians. 

The  Christian  Journey  is  like  the  road 
less  traveled.  Matthew  7:13-14  states  it  like 
this:  "Enter  ye  in  at  the  strait  gate:  for  wide 
is  the  gate,  and  broad  is  the  way,  that  leadeth  to  de- 
struction, and  many  there  be  which  go  in  thereat:  Be- 
cause strait  is  the  gate,  and  narrow  is  the  way,  which 
leadeth  unto  life,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it."  God 
does  promise,  to  the  few,  that  we  will  not  regret  our 
faithfulness  to  Him. 


We  Love  the  Classic,  Old  Hymns 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus 


Of  all  the  invitational  hymns  I  have  ever  heard  and 
included  at  the  close  of  worship  services  (especially 
evangelistic  services),  "Just  As  I  Am,"  tops  the  list.  On 
several  occasions  I  have  watched  the  Billy  Graham  Clas- 
sic Crusades  on  Trinity  Broadcasting  Network  (TBN), 
some  of  them  dating  back  to  the  early  years  of  his  min- 
istry. The  decision  to  conclude  each  service  with  the 
strains  of  "Just  As  I  Am"  as  the  hymn  of  invitation  has 
impacted  the  lives  of  thousands.  In  whatever  way  God 
chose  to  speak  through  His  servant 
to  draw  the  sinner  to  the  Savior,  this 
great  hymn  has  played  a  vital  role. 
Each  time  I  hear  it,  I  am  touched  in 
some  spiritual  way  because  I  know 
God  is  using  it  to  draw  souls  unto 
Himself.  (Its  significance  is  reflected 
in  Dr.  Graham's  autobiography,  Just  As  I  Am,  which 
was  published  by  Zondervan  in  1999.) 

Christian  music  is  going  through  its  changes,  with  a 
trend  toward  what  is  now  referred  to  as  "praise"  songs, 
which  make  up  a  large  part  of  contemporary  "praise" 
services.  In  reality,  this  doesn't  seem  to  be  anything  new. 
I  grew  up  in  a  church  of  chorus  singing  and  youth  ral- 
lies and  we  never  thought  of  separating  our  music  into 
a  category  of  praise.  We  realize,  however,  that  the  praise 
type  of  music  and  services  has  its  appeal  in  this  fast- 
paced  age,  especially  among  the  youth.  If  the  words 


are  true  to  the  Gospel  message,  and  if  the  music  touches 
the  soul,  it  will  be  blessed  by  God. 

The  old  traditional  hymns  of  the  church  will  always 
be  around.  Indeed,  there  seems  to  be  a  resurgence  in 
the  old  standbys,  such  as,  "When  the  Role  Is  Called  Up 
Yonder,"  "In  the  Sweet  By  and  By,"  etc.  Recently,  I  heard 
a  quartet  sing  "Life's  Railway  to  Heaven,"  which  takes 
me  back  many  years.  "I  Saw  the  Light"  and  "Just  a  Little 
Talk  With  Jesus"  have  always  been  favorites.  "Amaz- 
ing Grace"  seems  to  top  the  list  of 
long-term  favorites.  The  words  and 
melody  to  these  old  gospel  hymns, 
though  simply  written,  appeal  to  both 
young  and  old  and  we  are  blessed  as 
we  blend  our  voices  in  praise  and 
worship. 

Hymns  of  invitation  are  not  used  at  the  close  of  ser- 
vices as  frequently  as  they  once  were.  Fewer  tears  are 
shed  at  our  altars  today.  Sermons  and  true  gospel 
hymns  do  not  always  make  us  feel  good;  sometimes 
they  bring  conviction  to  the  human  heart,  and  there- 
fore, souls  are  born  into  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

The  words  and  music  of  these  beloved  hymns  have 
stood  the  test  of  time.  May  their  soul-stirring  melodies 
never  cease.  They  will  live  on  because  they  have  been 
implanted  in  our  hearts  and  lives. 
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God  Don't  Make  No  Junk 

by  The  Reverend  Otis  Hamm,  Pastor  of  Saratoga  OFWB  Church 


The  ministry  of  a  great  man  of 
God  began  in  1950,  when  Joseph 
C.  Yates  (J.C.  or  Jody)  accepted 
the  call  from  God  to  be  a  deliv- 
erer of  His  mighty  Word.  This 
calling  would  continue  for  more 
than  fifty  years  and  would  sig- 
nificantly touch  many,  many 
lives.  He  was  saved  in  1946,  and 
ordained  in  1952.  Mr.  Yates  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Doris  on  June  14, 1947, 
and  they  have  three  sons:  Danny, 
Donnie,  and  Dennis. 

Through  the  years,  Mr.  Yates 
has  been  the  pastor  for  five 
churches,  four  of  which  he 
served  twice:  Cedar  Moore  of 
Concord,  New  Hope  of  Concord, 
St.  Mary's  of  Kenly,  Holly 
Springs  of  Newport,  and 
Saratoga  Church. 

On  June  6, 2004,  Mr.  Yates  took 
the  next  step  in  his  journey  with 
God;  he  was  called  home.  Early 
on  a  Sunday  morning,  Mr.  Yates 
left  the  confines  of  this  fleshly 
world  to  walk  in  the  glorious 
paradise  of  the  Kingdom  of  God; 
a  journey  Mr.  Yates  had  been  pre- 
paring for  some  fifty-plus  years. 

Much  can  and  will  be  said 
about  the  lasting  legacy  this 
mighty  man  of  God  has  left  upon 
this  Earth  which  he  loved  so 
dearly.  From  the  simple  things  of 
creation  such  as  the  birds,  trees, 
and  mountains  to  perhaps  the 
greatest  joy  of  dropping  a  line 
into  the  water  to  snatch  the  elu- 
sive creation  called  "  a  fish,"  Mr. 
Yates  enjoyed  life.  However,  be- 
ing a  minister  for  God  took  pre- 
cedence over  all. 

Mr.  Yates  would  often  speak  of 
the  journey  he  was  enjoying  in 


life;  a  journey  leading  to  a  fruit- 
ful relationship  with  Christ  emu- 
lating our  Savior  the  best  we 
can — perhaps  his  greatest  teach- 
ing. Mr.  Yates  understood  that 
the  journey  would  not  necessar- 
ily be  an  easy  one,  and  always 
found  the  right  words  for  those 
experiencing  the  harsh  difficul- 
ties of  our  human  existence. 

There  is  one  mark  every  great 
leader  displays — knowing  what 
people  need — Jody  Yates  was  a 
master  at  this  primarily  due  to 
his  own  undying  communion 
with  God.  He  earnestly  listened 
to  people  and  left  no  one  out.  He 
loved  the  young,  old,  and  every- 
one in-between.  He  would  often 
say,  "The  youth  is  not  only  a 
church  of  tomorrow,  but  a  big 
part  of  the  church  today."  He  also 
said,  "I  know  I'm  somebody, 
'cause  God  didn't  make  no 
junk."  Mr.  Yates  had  a  way  of 
communicating  with  all  people, 
and  a  way  of  showing  God's 
great  love  to  all  he  met. 

Wherever  Mr.  Yates  went  he 
exemplified  the  essence  of 
Christ.  People  knew  he  was  dif- 
ferent, that  he  had  something 
going  for  him  that  was  special. 
That  something  was  his  relation- 
ship with  God.  All  those  who 
came  into  contact  with  Mr.  Yates 
soon  felt  like  family,  not  because 
he  rammed  the  Word  of  God 
down  their  throats,  but  because 
he  honestly  loved  them.  He  be- 
lieved there  was  good  in  every- 
body, and  that  God  loves  us  all. 
"Walking  the  talk"  is  one  of  the 
most  difficult  things  for  any  min- 
ister to  accomplish,  but  Mr.  Yates 
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made  it  seem  easy  because  he 
was  genuine. 

Mr.  Yates  had  a  partner  not 
only  in  life,  but  also  in  the  minis- 
try— Mrs.  Doris.  Some  would 
say  the  backbones  of  ministers 
are  their  spouses.  Certainly,  Mrs. 
Doris  made  the  journey  through 
ministry  a  much  greater  experi- 
ence for  him.  The  ministry  they 
shared  was  truly  a  team  effort 
with  God  always  at  the  helm. 
Many  can  learn  from  the  ex- 
ample these  two  loving  people 
have  set. 

The  measure  of  every  ministry 
is  directly  related  to  the  fruit  it 
bears.  Not  simply  the  number  of 
salvations,  baptisms,  and  added 
attendance  to  a  specific  church, 
but  the  lasting  impression  of 
changed  lives  now  striving  to  be 
the  spiritual  holy  people  God 
created  us  to  be.  Mr.  Yates  un- 
doubtedly has  left  such  an  im- 
pression upon  several  congrega- 
tions, evidenced  by  the  works  of 
those  finding  themselves  taught 
not  necessarily  by  word,  but  by 
his  example. 

The  congregation  of  Saratoga 
Church — who  so  graciously  pro- 
vided the  memories  for  this  trib- 
ute, and  a  congregation  Mr.  Yates 
served  for  16  years — wish  to  ex- 
press our  sincere  thanks  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Yates  for  their  years  of 
loving  service  and  teaching.  Al- 
though the  world  has  lost  a  great 
minister,  the  journey  continues 
for  us  with  much  work  left  to  be 
done;  work  which  has  been 
made  easier  through  the  privi- 
lege and  honor  of  knowing  Mr. 
Joseph  C.  Yates. 


A  So-Called  Contradiction  in  Scripture? 

by  Dr.  Gary  Bradshaw 


I  grew  up  in  First  Church  of  Kinston  in  the  1950s  and  the 
1960s  and  had  the  distinct  privilege  to  sit  under  the  preaching 
of  certain  great  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  preachers  from  the 
old  school  like  the  Revs.  David  W.  Hansley,  James  Evans,  and 
A.  B.  Bryan.  These  preachers  often  preached  from  John  2:1-12 
which  is  the  story  of  Jesus  changing  water  into  wine  at  the  wed- 
ding in  Cana  of  Galilee.  They  would  preach  that  the  wine  Jesus 
created  from  the  water  was  not  alcoholic  drink  because  in  other 
places  in  the  Scriptures  God's  Word  says  it  is  wrong  to  use 
strong  (alcoholic)  drink.  These  preachers  would  cite  Proverbs 
23:29-35  as  examples  of  Scripture  that  teach  it  is  wrong  to  use 
alcoholic  beverages.  The  old  time  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
preachers  preached  that  drinking  alcoholic  beverages  was  a 
sin. 

My  how  times  have  changed.  Just  recently,  I  heard  a  preacher 
say  from  the  pulpit  that  it  was  okay  to  drink  strong  drink  (wine). 
I  am  a  part  of  the  baby  boomer  generation  and  all  of  my  life 
people  have  confronted  me  because  they  knew  I  was  a  Chris- 
tian and  have  said,  "Jesus  created  wine  at  the  wedding  in  Cana 
of  Galilee,  so  it  must  be  okay  to  use  strong  alcoholic  drink." 
Since  I  am  also  a  minister,  I  have  seen  an  increasing  use  of  alco- 
holic beverages  among  Christians  who  say  these  kinds  of  things. 
This  is  not  what  our  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  forefathers 
taught.  Modern  teachers  now  teach  in  some  Bible  colleges  and 
seminaries  that  the  Bible  contradicts  itself  when  it  comes  to  the 
use  of  alcoholic  beverages.  In  certain  passages  as  the  verses  in 
Proverbs,  the  Bible  forbids  the  use  of  strong  drink,  but  then 
Jesus  created  wine  in  Cana  of  Galilee  according  to  John  2.  Our 
Free  Will  Baptist  forefathers  did  not  teach  this  doctrine.  They 
preached  that  using  alcoholic  beverages  was  a  sin.  Where  did 
our  forefathers  get  this  doctrine?  I  want  to  deal  with  three  evi- 
dences from  Scripture  that  will  show  us  that  our  former  minis- 
ters were  correct  in  preaching  that  drinking  alcohol  was  a  sin. 

Did  Jesus  Christ  turn  water  into  an  alcoholic  beverage  in  Cana 
of  Galilee  and  thus  contradict  Scripture?  Was  our  Lord  and  Sav- 
ior a  bootlegger?  Would  Jesus  give  you  a  beer?  Was  Jesus  a 
drug  pusher?  What  do  we  say?  Did  Jesus  produce  an  alcoholic 
drink  at  the  wedding  in  Cana  of  Galilee  for  people  to  drink 
and  thus  contradict  Scripture?  NO! 

Alcohol  is  the  most  abused  drug  in  America.  Alcoholism  costs 
the  United  States  $25  billion  annually.  Half  of  the  5.5  million 
arrests  in  America  every  year  are  alcohol-related.  For  every 
heroin  addict  in  the  United  States  there  are  15  hard  core  alco- 
holics. Disease,  death,  poverty,  crime,  and  uncounted  suffer- 
ing are  associated  with  alcohol  abuse.  Modern  thinkers  call  al- 
coholism a  disease.  If  it  is  a  disease  it  is  the  only  disease  that  is 
contracted  by  an  act  of  will.  If  it  is  a  disease,  it  is  the  only  dis- 
ease that  requires  a  license  to  propagate  it.  If  it  is  a  disease,  it  is 
the  only  disease  that  is  bottled  and  sold.  If  it  is  a  disease,  it  is 
the  only  disease  that  requires  outlets  to  spread  it.  If  it  is  a  dis- 
ease it  is  the  only  disease  that  produces  revenue  for  the  gov- 
ernment. If  it  is  a  disease,  it  is  the  only  disease  that  is  habit 
forming.  If  it  is  a  disease,  it  is  the  only  disease  that  provokes 
crime.  If  it  is  a  disease,  it  is  the  only  disease  that  is  spread  by 
advertising.  If  it  is  a  disease,  it  is  the  only  disease  without  germ 


or  viral  cause  and  for  which  there  is  no  human  corrective  medi- 
cine. If  it  is  a  disease,  it  is  the  only  disease  that  bars  its  victim 
from  Heaven. 

The  first  evidence  that  shows  that  our  Free  Will  Baptist  fore- 
fathers were  correct  by  saying  it  is  a  sin  to  use  alcoholic  bever- 
ages is  found  in  the  Greek  word  used  for  wine  in  John  2:1-12. 
The  Greek  word  for  wine  in  this  story  is  the  word  "oinos."  It 
means  simply  "fruit  of  the  vine."  Honesty  demands  that  we 
admit  it  could  mean  fermented  wine  or  unfermented  wine.  Ada- 
mantly saying  it  means  fermented  wine  as  modern  teachers 
assert  is  wrong.  There  are  other  Greek  words  associated  with 
drunkenness  but  never  is  the  Greek  word  "oinos"  associated 
with  drunkenness  in  the  Bible.  When  the  disciples  were  accused 
of  being  drunk  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  by  drinking  wine  (see 
Acts  2)  the  word  used  for  wine  there  is  the  word  "glucose" 
which  means  "wine  associated  with  drunkenness."  So  this  is 
our  first  evidence  that  our  Free  Will  Baptist  forefathers  were 
correct  to  preach  that  drinking  alcoholic  beverages  is  a  sin. 

The  second  evidence  that  shows  it  is  a  sin  to  drink  alcoholic 
beverages  is  that  the  Greek  word  "oinos,"  is  translated  from 
the  Old  Testament  to  the  Septuagint  from  a  Hebrew  word 
"tirosh"  which  means  "unfermented  grape  juice."  This  Hebrew 
word  appears  40  times  in  the  Old  Testament  and  is  never  asso- 
ciated with  drunkenness.  It  is  interesting  that  Jesus  spoke  of 
putting  new  wine  "oinos"  into  old  wine  skins  because  the 
"oinos"  would  spoil  and  ferment.  So  the  Greek  word  "oinos" 
could  mean  fermented  or  unfermented  grape  juice  but  the 
Hebrew  word  it  was  translated  from  "tirosh"  meant  "unfer- 
mented grape  juice." 

The  third  evidence  comes  from  a  passage  in  the  Bible  that 
proves  Jesus  could  not  have  produced  alcoholic  beverages  at 
the  wedding  in  Cana  of  Galilee.  Look  at  Habakkuk  2:15.  It  reads, 
"Woe  unto  him  that  giveth  his  neighbor  drink,  that  puttest  thy 
bottle  to  him,  and  makest  him  drunken  also...."  The  word 
"woe"  means  "doomed  to  destruction."  Here  is  a  condemantion 
in  the  Word  of  God  on  anyone  who  gives  his  neighbor  intoxi- 
cating fermented  drink  of  any  kind  to  drink!  Why  would  any- 
one assume  that  what  Jesus  did  in  Cana  of  Galilee  was  to  give 
some  people  something  to  drink  that  the  Word  of  God  com- 
mands us  not  to  do?  If  Jesus  would  have  made  intoxicating 
drink,  He  would  have  sinned  and  been  guilty  of  contradicting 
Scripture,  and  He  would  have  been  doomed  to  destruction! 

Our  Original  Free  will  Baptist  preachers  like  the  Revs.  David 
W.  Hansley,  James  Evans,  and  A.  B.  Bryan  were  correct  in  their 
doctrine.  The  Bible  warns  us  not  to  use  or  consume  any  intoxi- 
cating drink.  The  wine  Jesus  made  at  the  wedding  in  Cana  of 
Galilee  was  unfermented  fruit  of  the  vine  "OINOS."  Jesus  could 
not  have  created  alcoholic  drink  and  given  it  to  others  thereby 
contradicting  Scripture  and  sinning  and  justifying  these  mod- 
ern teachers  and  their  followers  to  take  a  drink,  every  now  and 
then.  Our  conclusion  is  that  the  old  time  Free  Will  Baptist 
preachers  were  correct.  It  is  a  sin  to  drink  intoxicating  drink  or 
to  give  another  person  an  intoxicating  drink.  Jesus  did  not  cre- 
ate alcoholic  beverages  and  thus  justify  taking  a  drink  of  alco- 
hol. 
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AN  OVERVIEW  OF  OUR  ROYAL  HERITAGE 


Original  Free  Will  Baptists  trace  their 
origin  to  the  earliest  English  General 
Baptists  at  the  beginning  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  who  derived  their 
name  from  their  belief  that  Christ  died 
for  all  persons,  the  doctrine  of  general 
atonement  as  opposed  to  the  Calvinist 
view  of  an  atonement  for  the  "elect" 
only.  Their  first  leader,  Thomas 
Helwys,  died  in  an  English  prison  be- 
cause of  his  advocacy  of  religious  free- 
dom for  all,  as  opposed  to  a  state 
church  that  required  submission  to  its 
teaching  and  form  of  worship.  During 
the  revolution  against  King  Charles  I 
in  the  1640s  and  the  Protectorate  of 
Oliver  Cromwell  in  the  1650s,  the  num- 
ber of  General  Baptist  churches  in- 
creased rapidly  In  1660  they  presented 
a  confession  of  faith  to  King  Charles  II 
in  which  they  set  forth  their  doctrines 
as  well  as  their  convictions  about  reli- 
gious liberty,  hoping  to  retain  such  lib- 
erty under  his  rule.  This  document 
became  known  as  the  Standard  Con- 
fession and  continued  to  be  used  for 
generations. 

Because  of  the  severe  legal  restric- 
tions imposed  by  the  English  Parlia- 
ment on  all  Dissenters,  including  Bap- 
tists, who  desired  to  worship  accord- 
ing to  their  own  beliefs  and  practices, 
some  General  Baptists  chose  to  leave 
England  and  settle  in  the  American 
colonies.  In  the  late  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, a  few  had  begun  to  settle  in  Vir- 
ginia and  Carolina.  As  early  as  1702  a 
group  of  them  living  in  the  Albemarle 
region  of  North  Carolina  wrote  to  their 
brethren  in  England,  requesting  a  min- 
ister or  books,  but  only  the  latter  could 
be  supplied.  This  group  was  likely 
holding  meetings  in  private  homes  and 
they  needed  leadership  or  other  helps 
to  guide  them.  In  response  to  a  similar 
call  for  help,  the  Kent  Association, 
south  of  London,  sent  Robert  Norden 
to  Virginia  in  1714  and  small  congre- 
gations were  gathered  in  Isle  of  Wight, 
Surrey,  and  Prince  George  counties. 
Some  members  of  these  congregations 
later  moved  to  North  Carolina  where 
they  could  enjoy  more  liberty  to  wor- 
ship as  they  chose. 


by  Dr.  Michael  Pelt 

The  first  General  Baptist  to  begin 
preaching  and  gathering  congrega- 
tions in  North  Carolina  was  Paul 
Palmer,  who  came  from  Virginia  and 
was  soon  afterward  married  to 
Johanna  Peterson,  the  widow  of  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Chowan  Precinct 
and  the  stepdaughter  of  Benjamin 
Laker.  Laker's  family  was  among  those 
General  Baptists  who  had  emigrated 
from  England  to  Carolina  in  1684. 
Palmer  became  a  General  Baptist  and 
was  soon  proclaiming  his  newfound 
faith  and  is  reported  to  have  "settled" 
the  first  Baptist  church  in  North  Caro- 
lina in  Chowan  Precinct  north  of 
Edenton  in  1727.  A  second  congrega- 
tion was  formed  in  neighboring 
Pasquotank  Precinct  in  the  home  of 
William  Burges,  who  became  its  first 
pastor.  During  the  next  several  years, 
Palmer  traveled  throughout  the  coastal 
areas  of  North  Carolina,  making  con- 
verts and  establishing  preaching  points 
where  leaders  were  chosen  to  become 
pastors  of  new  congregations.  Other 
men  who  would  join  him  in  this  effort 
were  Josiah  Hart,  William  Fulsher,  Wil- 
liam  Surginer,  and  a  number  of 
younger  men  who  were  converted  and 
later  called  into  this  ministry.  By  1755 
there  were  as  many  as  twenty  General 
Baptist  churches  scattered  across  the 
coastal  plain.  Palmer  himself  died  as 
early  as  1743,  followed  by  William 
Surginer  in  1750.  During  this  time  a 
yearly  meeting  of  these  churches  was 
held  for  the  purpose  of  providing  in- 
spiration and  mutual  support  to  its 
ministers  and  member  churches. 

In  1754,  the  Philadelphia  Baptist 
Association  (Particular  Baptist)  sent 
the  Rev.  John  Gano  on  a  mission  to  the 
Carolinas.  On  his  return,  he  reported 
on  his  encounter  with  the  General  Bap- 
tists and  alleged  that  many  of  their 
ministers  and  church  members  were 
baptized  without  having  had  "an  ex- 
perience of  grace."  The  Philadelphia 
Association  then  sent  two  of  their 
ablest  ministers  to  visit  these  churches 
and  to  conduct  examinations  of  indi- 
vidual members  to  determine  who 
could  give  satisfactory  evidence  that 


they  were  among  God's  "elect,"  and 
therefore  eligible  for  membership  in 
the  church.  The  churches  were  then 
reconstituted  as  Particular  Baptist 
churches  with  only  the  "elect"  as  mem- 
bers. In  four  churches  that  were  reor- 
ganized by  the  ministers  only  about 
five  percent  of  the  original  members 
were  included.  Other  churches  were 
soon  reorganized  in  like  manner  by 
their  pastors  who  had  already  em- 
braced the  Calvinist  doctrines.  Only 
four  or  five  churches  and  their  pastors 
refused  to  submit  to  this  procedure  and 
remained  true  to  their  General  Baptist 
heritage.  Among  the  pastors  the  names 
of  Joseph  Parker,  William  Parker,  Wil- 
liam Fulsher,  and  John  Winfield  are 
found  in  Morgan  Edwards'  account  of 
these  events.  For  a  half  century  these 
General  Baptist  churches  made  little 
progress  but  somehow  managed  to 
keep  the  faith,  struggling  against  pov- 
erty, isolation,  lack  of  education,  and 
the  disaffection  of  their  Baptist  neigh- 
bors. 

In  the  early  decades  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  these  churches  began 
to  show  evidence  of  new  life  with  a 
revision  of  their  articles  of  faith  in  1812 
and  a  steady  increase  of  churches  and 
new  members.  Their  growth  was  a 
small  part  of  what  is  termed  the  Sec- 
ond Great  Awakening  in  America  that 
occurred  during  that  period.  About 
1828  they  were  bold  enough  to  for- 
mally adopt  the  name  which  their  de- 
tractors had  used  to  identify  them  — 
Free  Will  Baptists.  By  1830  their  con- 
ference was  large  enough  to  divide  into 
two  conferences,  Bethel  and  Shiloh. 
The  following  year  action  was  taken 
to  organize  a  conference  in  South  Caro- 
lina. Among  several  active  ministers  of 
this  period,  the  name  of  Jesse  Heath 
stands  out.  His  leadership  was  vital  in 
helping  Free  Will  Baptists  to  learn 
about  other  faith  groups  beyond  North 
Carolina  and  inspiring  them  to  carry 
the  gospel  to  their  neighbors. 

During  the  1830s,  the  influence  of 
Thomas  Campbell,  who  visited  North 
Carolina  in  1834  in  order  to  promote 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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his  "Restoration  Movement,"  began  to 
have  a  disruptive  impact  on  some  Free 
Will  Baptist  pastors  and  churches,  es- 
pecially in  the  Bethel  Conference.  This 
resulted  in  the  defection  of  several 
ministers  and  the  division  of  a  num- 
ber of  churches.  Campbell's  views 
were  directed  against  the  use  of  de- 
nominational names  and  the  use  of 
creeds  and  articles  of  faith  on  the 
grounds  that  the  Scriptures  alone  could 
unite  the  churches  and  restore  Chris- 
tianity to  its  primitive  form.  In  1842,  a 
conference  embracing  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist beliefs  and  practices  and  consist- 
ing of  churches  from  both  Bethel  and 
Shiloh  was  convened,  which  became 
known  as  the  General  Conference  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  Churches 
of  this  conference  continued  to  pros- 
per, benefitting  greatly  from  revivals 
during  that  period,  and  thereby  pass- 
ing on  their  heritage  to  future  genera- 
tions. This  was  also  a  period  of  in- 
creased migration  from  North  Carolina 
to  other  states  across  the  South,  result- 
ing in  the  planting  of  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches  over  a  wider  area. 

As  the  number  of  churches  increased 
throughout  much  of  North  Carolina, 
new  conferences  were  formed.  The 
Cape  Fear  Conference  was  organized 
in  1855  with  eight  churches  and  seven 
ministers  and  the  Pee  Dee  Association 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  state  held 
its  first  meeting  in  1869.  Between  1853 
and  1886,  the  General  Conference  ex- 
perienced phenomenal  growth  with  an 
enrollment  of  118  churches  in  1886, 
spread  out  over  an  area  extending  east- 
ward as  far  as  Tyrrell  County  and  west- 
ward as  far  as  Wake  and  Chatham 
counties.  Two  of  the  most  outstanding 
ministers  of  this  period  were  James 
Moore  and  Rufus  K.  Hearn.  Moore  was 
licensed  by  his  local  church  in  1825  and 
ordained  in  1827;  he  was  a  faithful  pas- 
tor and  leader  in  the  conference  for  53 
years.  Hearn  was  ordained  in  1853  and 
served  as  clerk  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence for  many  years  and  later  as  an 
editor  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  the  de- 
nominational paper  that  was  first  pub- 
lished in  1873.  He  was  also  the  author 
of  "A  History  of  Free  Will  Baptists  in 
North  Carolina,"  the  first  known  at- 
tempt to  write  a  history  of  the  denomi- 
nation. 


Because  of  the  great  distances  in- 
volved in  travel  for  ministers  and  del- 
egates to  attend  the  General  Confer- 
ence and  the  difficulty  of  accommodat- 
ing the  large  crowds,  the  conference  in 
session  in  1886  agreed  to  form  the 
Western  and  Eastern  divisions  with  the 
Wilmington  and  Weldon  Railroad  as 
the  dividing  line.  As  these  conferences 
continued  to  grow,  the  Eastern  division 
in  1895  agreed  to  a  further  division  in 
order  to  form  the  Central  and  the  East- 
ern conferences.  The  number  of  new 
churches  added  to  all  the  conferences 
in  the  latter  half  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury exceeded  that  of  any  other  like 
period  in  the  history  of  the  denomina- 
tion. At  the  end  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury there  were  several  conferences, 
but  as  yet  no  effective  organization  to 
unite  them  for  the  purpose  of  achiev- 
ing larger  goals  and  mission  of  the  de- 
nomination as  a  whole.  After  the  fail- 
ure of  the  Union  Conference,  orga- 
nized in  1892,  to  accomplish  that  pur- 
pose, leaders  of  the  Union  Conference 
in  1912  proposed  to  form  a  convention 
in  hopes  of  including  other  organized 
groups  of  Free  Will  Baptists  located  in 
the  southern  and  western  regions  of 
North  Carolina. 

Ministers  and  delegates  from 
churches  belonging  to  four  conferences 
met  at  Bailey,  North  Carolina,  in  1913 
to  adopt  the  constitution  and  by-laws 
of  the  new  Convention  and  to  consider 
other  items  of  business.  One  of  these 
was  the  adoption  of  an  earlier  proposal 
to  establish  a  Free  Will  Baptist  Orphan- 
age. Steps  were  taken  to  amend  the 
charter  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Publish- 
ing Company,  which  had  been  estab- 
lished at  Ayden,  to  allow  for  a  wider 
ownership  of  that  enterprise.  There 
was  also  a  resolution  calling  on  the 
churches  to  make  gifts  to  their  confer- 
ences designated  for  Ayden  Seminary, 
a  school  that  had  opened  in  1898.  This 
institution  was  the  first  successful  at- 
tempt to  offer  an  educational  program 
for  Free  Will  Baptists.  Following  a 
building  program  on  a  new  campus  in 
Ayden,  it  became  known  as  Eureka 
College  in  1925  but  was  forced  to  close 
its  doors  in  1929  due  to  financial  insol- 
vency. 


After  an  earlier  attempt  at  the  turn 
of  the  century  had  failed,  the  desire  to 
form  a  General  Conference  of  Free  Will 
Baptists  across  the  South  was  finally 
achieved  in  1921.  This  organization 
met  annually  until  1938.  Meanwhile, 
in  the  early  1930s,  efforts  were  made 
to  bring  together  the  General  Confer- 
ence in  the  South  and  the  Cooperative 
General  Association  in  the  Midwest  to 
form  a  national  organization  to  be 
known  as  the  National  Association  of 
Free  Will  Baptists,  which  was  achieved 
in  1935.  About  two  decades  later,  con- 
flicts arose  between  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  in  North  Carolina  and  the  na- 
tional body.  Representatives  of  the  na- 
tional body  took  issue  with  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Press  over  the  publication 
of  literature  for  the  denomination. 
Some  alumni  of  the  National 
Association's  Bible  College  were  an- 
tagonistic toward  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, a  liberal  arts  college  sponsored  by 
the  Convention.  Finally,  a  controversy 
over  church  polity  arose  when  a  min- 
ister refused  to  accept  the  discipline  of 
the  Western  Conference  of  which  he 
was  a  member  and  the  National  Asso- 
ciation sought  to  intervene  on  his  be- 
half in  the  civil  case  that  resulted  from 
the  dispute.  Serious  tensions  devel- 
oped from  these  issues,  resulting  in  a 
decision  in  1962  by  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  to  withdraw 
from  the  National  Association. 

During  the  past  century  the  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  has 
developed  and  maintained  its  own 
denominational  program,  including  a 
publishing  foundation,  a  children's 
home,  a  retreat  center,  a  liberal  arts 
college,  home  and  foreign  missions, 
and  other  ministries.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  twenty-first  century  of  the  Con- 
vention, together  with  its  member  con- 
ferences and  local  churches,  it  is  in  the 
best  position  ever  to  carry  out  the  mis- 
sion and  purpose  for  which  it  was 
brought  into  being.  Persons  joining  any 
one  of  the  local  churches  should  be- 
come better  acquainted  with  the  heri- 
tage and  faith  of  this  denomination  so 
that  they  can  identify  with  it  and  par- 
ticipate in  its  efforts  to  make  Christ 
known  to  the  world. 
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PROGRAM  FOR  THE  NINETY-SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE 
CONVENTION  OF  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

SEPTEMBER  14-16,  2004 
College  Hall,  bAount  Olive  College,  bAount  Olive,  NC 


Tuesday,  September  14,  2004 

7:30  p.m.  Night  of  Evangelism 

"How  to  Grow  a  Church, 
Wednesday  Morning,  September  15,  2004 


featuring  the  staff  and  membership  of  Stoney  Creek  Church,  Goldsboro,  NC 


8:00  a.m. 
9:00  a.m. 
9:15  a.m. 


9:25  a.m. 
9:35  a.m. 
9:45  a.m. 
9:55  a.m. 
10:05  a.m. 
10:15  a.m. 
11:00  a.m. 
11:10  a.m. 
11:15  a.m. 
11:30  a.m. 
11:35  a.m. 
11:40  a.m. 
11:55  a.m. 
12:00  p.m. 
12:15  p.m. 
Wednesday  Afternoon 
1:00  p.m. 
1:30  p.m. 


1:45  p.m. 
1:55  p.m. 
2:10  p.m. 
2:15  p.m. 
2:30  p.m. 
2:45  p.m. 
2:50  p.m. 
3:05  p.m. 
3:10  p.m. 
3:15  p.m. 


Registration  Opens 

Congregational  Singing  and  Fellowship 
Call  to  Order 
Opening  Devotions 
Welcome 

President's  Message 

Report  of  the  Executive  Committee 

Report  of  the  Finance  Committee 

Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee 

Break  (Please  visit  your  Ministry  Display  Area) 

Morning  Worship — Message  by  The  Reverend  John  Williams 

Break  (Please  visit  your  Ministry  Display  Area) 

Introduction  of  Fraternal  Delegates 

Report  of  the  OFWB  International  (Foreign  Missions) 

Ministerial  Association  Report 

Carolina  Bible  Institute  Report 

Report  of  the  Sunday  School  Board 

Chaplain's  Commission  Report 

Report  of  Cragmont  Assembly 

Recess  for  Lunch 

Registration  Area  Opens 

Congregational  Singing 

Special  Music 

Afternoon  Devotions 

A  Special  Presentation 

Report  of  the  Church  Finance  Association 

Woman's  Auxiliary  Report 

Report  of  the  Minister's  Program 

Break  (Please  visit  your  Ministry  Display  Area) 

Youth  Convention  Report 

Report  of  the  FWB  Children's  Home 

FWB  League  Convention  Report 

Closing  Devotions 

The  Convention  is  Recessed  for  the  Day 


Mr.  Peyton  Lee,  Worship  Leader 
The  Reverend  Charles  Renfrow,  Convention  Secretary 
The  Reverend  Jim  Bogle 
Rhonda  Jessup,  Director  of  Public  Affairs,  Mount  Olive  College 

The  Reverend  Fred  Baker 
The  Reverend  Charles  Renfrow 
The  Reverend  Ronnie  Hobgood,  Treasurer 
The  Reverend  Frank  Harrison,  Chair 


The  Reverend  Fred  Baker,  President 
The  Reverend  Harold  Jones 
The  Reverend  Doug  Skinner 
The  Reverend  Rudy  Owens 
Mrs.  Mary  Dudley 
Dr.  De  Wayne  Eakes 
The  Reverend  John  Williams 


Mr.  Peyton  Lee,  Worship  Leader 

The  Reverend  James  Gurganus 
The  Reverend  David  Hansley 
The  Reverend  Don  Fader 
Mrs.  Joan  Little 
The  Reverend  Don  Fader 


Dr.  Bobby  Taylor 
Ms.  Becky  Jo  Sumner 


5:30  p.m. 
7:30  p.m.  • 
Thursday  Morning, 

9:00  a.m. 
9:10  a.m. 

9:15  a.m. 
9:30  a.m. 
9:35  a.m. 
9:50  a.m. 
9:55  a.m. 
10:10  a.m. 
10:15  a.m. 
10:30  a.m. 
10:50  a.m. 
11:30  a.m. 
11:50  a.m. 
12:15  p.m. 
12:25  p.m. 
12:30  p.m. 


Sunday  School  Banquet — Murphy  Center 
Mission  Rally — College  Hall 
September  16,  2004 

Congregational  Singing  and  Special  Music 
Call  to  Order 
Opening  Devotions 

Report  of  the  OFWB  Retirement  Homes 

Historical  Commission  Report 

Report  of  Mount  Olive  College 

Layman  s  League  Report 

Report  of  the  OFWB  Press  Foundation 

Camp  Vandemere  Report 

Report  of  Home  Missions  and  Disaster  Relief 

Break  (Please  visit  your  Ministry  Display  Area) 

Morning  Worship — Message  by  The  Reverend  Bruce  Jones 

Break  (Please  visit  your  Ministry  Display  Area) 

Business  Session 

Memorial  Committee  Report 

Closing  Devotions 

The  Convention  is  Adjourned 


Mr.  Peyton  Lee,  Worship  Leader 
Convention  Secretary 
The  Reverend  Cliff  Harwood 
The  Reverend  Bruce  Dudley 
Dr.  Alan  Lamm 
Dr.  J.  William  Byrd 
Mr.  Russell  Tyson 
Mr.  Cliff  Gray 
Mr.  Wesley  Taylor 
The  Reverend  David  Hansley 


The  Reverend  Harold  Swinson 
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^T^x  THE  8th  ANNUAL 

ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
CONVENTION  GOLF 
FELLOWSHIP 

Monday,  September  13,  2004 
9  a.m.  Shotgun  Start 
Southern  Wayne  Country  Club 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 


TWO  DIVISIONS: 
Junior  Duffers — Through  age  49 
Senior  Duffers — Age  50  and  over 
(At  least  3  players  must  be  50  or  over  to  qualify  as  a  Senior  Duffer  Group) 
Closest  to  the  Pin  on  all  Par  3s 
Long  Drive  Holes  in  each  division 

Your  Individual  Entry  Fee  of  $50  includes  the  following: 
Golf  Cart  Rental,  *2  Mulligans,  *1  Red  Bomb,  *5  prize  tickets 
(*No  additional  purchases  permitted) 


Call  to 
See 
How 
Your 

Team 
Can 
Play 

FREE! 


WIN 

A 
NEW 
CAR 
OR 
SPLIT 
$10,000 


DISCLAIMER:  This  is  a  Christian  fellowship  designed  for  ministers  and  attenders  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches  and  Sunday  Schools.  Employees  of  Convention  Ministries  and  fellowship  sponsors  are  invited  to  partici- 
pate, also.  Soft  spikes  and  collared  shirts  are  required.  No  alcoholic  beverages  or  coolers  will  be  allowed.  Viola ters 
of  this  policy  will  be  asked  to  leave  the  course  and  will  forfeit  all  fees  paid.  Neither  the  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists,  Fellowship  directors,  nor  Southern  Wayne  Country  Club  will  be  held  liable  for  injury,  damage  to 
personal  property,  or  theft.  A  submission  of  the  registration  form  below  implies  acceptance  of  these  terms  by  your 
team. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

My  team  agrees  to  the  terms  stated  in  the  Fellowship  Disclaimer.  Team  Captain  sign  here: 


Name:  1. 
Address: 


Phone: 


Team  Division:   Junior  Duffer 

Other  Team  Members: 

2.  

3.  


Senior  Duffer 


E-Mail: 


************************************************************ 


Amount  Enclosed:  $_ 


(Please  circle  the 


Mail  this  form  along  with  entry  fee  to:  number  beside  the  member(s)  for  whom  you  are  paying.) 

Buddy  Sasser,  3202  Hillman  Road,  Kinston,  NC  28504      Make  Checks  Payable  to:  "Convention  of  OFWB" 
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Times  Have  Changed;  Has  the  Message? 


Has  God  changed?  Has  His  message 
changed?  There  are  those  who  would  say  yes 
to  both  questions,  and  those  who  would  con- 
sider the  questions  heretical.  There  are  also 
some  who  welcome  the  questions  and  reason 
the  necessity  for  the  inquiry. 

Some  say  there  is  no  need  to  be  creative  with 
the  ways  in  which  we  reach  people  with  the 
Gospel  of  Christ:  "We  have  been  reaching 
people  the  same  way  for  over  fifty  years.  The 
only  tool  necessary  is  the  Bible."  I  have  been 
in  numerous  meetings  and  read  many  articles 
regaling  the  "Bible  only"  approach, 
absolutely  refusing  to  see  the  genu- 
ine benefit  for  such  tools  as  sound 
systems,  VCRs,  computers,  or  big 
screens  to  teach  people  about  God. 

Perplexing,  is  the  limited  scope 
and  mentality  of  this  type  of  mes- 
sage and  the  ramifications  on  the 
audience.  What  is  to  become  of  the  church  if 
the  leaders  can't  envision  utilizing  contempo- 
rary helps  in  teaching  people  the  Bible? 

If  one  actually  reads  the  Bible,  one  will 
clearly  see  that  God  does  change  the  way  He 
delivers  His  message.  Consider  the  way  in 
which  God  dealt  with  Pharaoh  concerning  the 
release  of  the  Hebrew  slaves;  God  utilized 
various  forms  and  devices  to  get  His  message 
across.  While  journeying  to  the  land  promised 
them  by  God  after  their  release,  Moses  was 
given  some  marvelous  advice  from  his  father- 
in-law,  Jethro,  to  delegate  some  authority  to 
others,  which  is  a  change  in  the  way  judg- 
ments were  to  be  made.  Another  incident 


by  Otis  Hamm,  Guest  Writer 

where  God  changed  not  only  his  message,  but 
his  mind  also,  relates  to  the  time  when  Moses 
was  on  the  mountain  and  the  people  were 
forming  the  golden  calf.  God  was  set  to  de- 
stroy the  people,  but  Moses  interceded  and 
convinced  God  to  have  mercy. 

Throughout  the  Bible  God  changed  the  way 
He  delivered  His  message.  Perhaps  the  great- 
est example  of  this  is  in  the  incarnation  of  God . 
Jesus  was  born  into  this  world  to  die  and  to 
save  it.  This  denotes  a  drastic  change  from  the 
difficult  Law-based  traditions  of  the  Jews,  to 


the  totally  grace-based  traditions  of  the  Chris- 
tians. Upon  the  ascension  of  Christ,  God 
changed  His  methodology  once  again  by 
sending  the  Holy  Spirit  to  live  among  those 
in  relationship  with  the  Almighty. 

Our  society  is  ever-changing;  this  is  a  mat- 
ter not  open  to  debate.  Simply  consider  the 
changes  over  the  last  20  years.  The  advent  of 
PDAs,  lap-top  computers  with  access  to  the 
Internet,  and  portable  telephones  are  but  a  few 
of  the  new  devices  exemplifying  the  tremen- 
dous changes  in  our  society. 

To  accompany  these  technological  changes, 
a  change  of  attitude  toward  God  has  emerged. 
The  post-modern  generation  seeks  to  find  ful- 


fillment in  many  places;  unfortunately,  the 
church  is  becoming  less  attractive  to  this  gen- 
eration. If  the  church  is  going  to  be  effective 
in  reaching  the  younger  generation  of  today. 
It  must  embrace  the  concept  of  changing  the 
method  in  which  the  Gospel  is  delivered. 

Church  attendance  is  dwindling  at  alarm- 
ing rates.  Some  researchers  suggest  that  as 
many  as  85%  of  all  churches  are  in  decline. 
One  survey  found  that  as  many  as  53,000 
people  leave  church  on  any  given  Sunday  and 
never  return  (James  White,  Rethinking  the 
Church).  If  the  church  is  to  survive,  it 
must  address  these  serious  matters. 

A  large  problem  within  the  church 
of  today  relates  to  the  narrow- 
minded  disposition  of  some  minis- 
ters, particularly  the  type  holding  to 
the  belief,  all  we  need  is  the  Bible. 
While  the  Bible  is  our  guide  through 
life  and  is  the  solid  Word  of  God,  it  must  be 
understood  that  the  message  can  be  shared  in 
many  ways. 

The  methods  in  which  the  message  is  shared 
will  help  to  determine  the  success  of  the  en- 
deavor. If  close  attention  is  given  to  the  meth- 
ods God  used  from  the  inception  of  Adam  and 
Eve  to  the  climax  of  the  New  Testament,  one 
can  only  conclude  that  God  Himself  changes 
the  way  in  which  He  delivers  His  message  to 
His  people.  If  God  sets  the  example,  then  hu- 
manity should  follow.  The  message  has  not 
changed,  but  in  order  to  reach  the  lost  and 
maintain  the  growth  of  the  church,  the  meth- 
odology must  change. 


Taking  a  Stand  For  Christ  in  the  Public  Schools 


by  Marci  R.  Rollins,  Guest  Writer 


It's  an  old  song,  but  its  message  is  still  rel- 
evant. 

In  Audio  Adrenaline's  song,  "A.K.A.  Pub- 
lic School,"  the  alternative  Christian  group 
discusses  how  the  public  school  is  the  mis- 
sion field  for  Christian  students.  Part  of  the 
chorus  states:  "This  ain't  no  trip  to  a 
foreign  land.  But  you  can  take  your 
stand,  in  the  public  school." 

The  issues  students  today  are  facing 
are  only  increasing  in  levels  of  sever- 
ity. Violence,  sexual  immorality,  and 
drug  abuse  top  the  list  of  problems  that 
are  present  even  at  the  middle  school 
level.  That  doesn't  count  lack  of  respect 
for  others,  cheating,  depression,  and  the  atti- 
tude of  "dog  eat  dog." 

Many  students  will  have  already  started 
back  to  school  by  the  time  this  publication 
reaches  you.  But  that  doesn't  mean  it's  too 
late  to  implement  a  plan  on  how  you  and 
other  Christian  students  can  "take  your 
stand"  at  school  this  year. 

Being  a  missionary  in  the  public  school 
doesn't  mean  you  have  to  go  around  quoting 


Scripture  to  everyone  you  see  doing  wrong. 
Your  plan  can  be  as  simple  as  making  a  stron- 
ger effort  to  resist  peer  pressure  and  make  the 
right  decisions.  When  others  around  you  see 
you  refusing  to  take  part  in  unmoral  behav- 
iors they  will  question  why.  That  will  be  your 


already  have  some  form  of  Fellowship  of 
Christian  Athletes,  but  often  non-athletes  are 
left  without  a  club.  The  popular  opinion  that 
students  cannot  pray  or  read  the  Bible  in 
school  is  false.  Teachers  and  other  employees 
of  the  public  schools — who  are  considered  to 
be  government  employees — cannot 

I   lead  in  religious  activities.  However, 

r — i  1  if  it  is  student-initiated,  it  is  permis- 

H  ■/     L     ,  r — sible.  Teachers  and  other  employees 

j  W  £    \   -^Tkrfn  rt~ \W      J  ^ r  i — \  1  t\    I     f      can  also  serve  as  advisors  for  such 

MC^M^vX]  pi  rl     \   ^tfti/  riA  /     I       student-led  organizations  and  you 

J\J*U1  'JQ  JL  Kj^L^Ji      are  allowed  to  meet  and  be  recog- 

^ •  ••••••••••••••••••••••••••    nized  the  same  as  any  other  school- 
sponsored  club.  (Make  sure  you 


opportunity  to  lovingly  and  gently  share  your 
faith  in  Christ  with  them. 

Or  maybe  you  can  seek  out  those  students 
who  don't  "fit  in"  or  who  are  having  prob- 
lems at  home.  These  students  need  a  friend 
who  can  love  them  and  tell  them  about  Jesus' 
love. 

On  a  larger  scale,  you  can  join  or  create  a 
Christian  club  at  your  school.  Many  schools 


check  with  school  officials  on  the 
proper  way  to  organize  such  a  club  and  be 
recognized  by  the  school  as  an  official  orga- 
nization.) 

I've  been  in  foreign  lands,  and  I've  been  in 
the  public  schools.  I  know  that  each  need 
"missionaries."  As  Christians,  God  calls  each 
of  us  to  witness  to  others  about  the  love  of 
Jesus.  That  leaves  us  with  only  one  question: 

Are  you  willing  to  "take  your  stand  in  the 
public  schools"? 
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Mourn  Olive  (ollke 


THERE'S  STILL 
TIME  TO  ENROLL! 

There's  still  time  to  enroll  in  fall  se- 
mester classes  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. 

We  offer  over  25  majors  ranging 
from  art  to  religion  and  from  educa- 
tion to  business.  Online  courses  are 
offered  and  financial  aid  is  available 
for  deserving  and  qualified  students. 

For  working  adults  interested  in 
continuing  their  education  while 
maintaining  full-time  employment, 
we  offer  non-traditional  programs  in 
early  childhood  education,  manage- 
ment and  organizational 
develolpment,  criminal  justice,  and 
religion.  The  Heritage  Program  is 
available  for  the  adult  with  little  or 
no  college  experience. 

Mount  Olive  College  is  accredited 
by  the  Commission  on  Colleges  of  the 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Schools  to  award  associate  and  bac- 
calaureate degrees. 

For  more  information,  visit  our 
website  at  <www.moc.edu>  or  con- 
tact the  admissions  office  at  (919)  658- 
2502,  or  (800)  653-0854  or  by  e-mail 
at  <admissions@moc.edu>. 

Mount  Olive  College  has  locations 
in  Mount  Olive,  New  Bern, 
Wilmington,  Goldsboro,  and  the  Re- 
search Triangle  Park. 

For  more  information, 
visit  our  website  at 
<www.moc.edu>  or  contact 
the  admissions  office  at 
(919)  658-2502,  or 
(800)  653-0854  or  by  e-mail  at 
<admissions@moc.edu>. 
Mount  Olive  College  has 
locations  in  Mount  Olive, 
New  Bern,  Wilmington, 

Goldsboro,  and  the 
Research  Triangle  Park. 


2004  PLANNING  SESSIONS  FOR 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  DINNERS 

Mrs.  Jean  F.  Ackiss,  coordinator  for  the  annual  College  dinners,  has  an- 
nounced the  planning  sessions  for  the  2004  College  dinners  which  will  begin 
this  month.  The  pastor,  local  chair  of  each  church,  and  any  other  interested 
person  is  encouraged  to  attend  the  planning  session  in  their  county.  At  each 
meeting  information  on  the  College  will  be  provided  for  volunteers  and  final 
plans  for  the  dinners  will  be  made.  This  unrestricted  gift  support  from  Free 
Will  Baptists  helps  the  College  expand  its  services  to  the  church,  develop  aca- 
demic programs,  and  provide  scholarships  to  students. 

Anyone  interested  in  finding  out  more  information  about  the  planning  ses- 
sion and  dinner  in  their  county  can  contact  their  local  pastor  or  Jean  F.  Ackiss 
at  (919)  658-7744,  (800)  653-0854,  or  e-mail  at  <jfackiss@moc.edu>. 

GREENE  COUNTY,  Thursday,  August  12,  7:30  p.m.,  Hull  Road  Church  near  Snow  Hill. 

BEAUFORT  COUNTY,  Friday,  August  13,  7:30  p.m.,  Free  Union  Church  near  Pinetown. 

NASH  COUNTY,  Sunday,  August  15,  3  p.m.,  Free  Union  Church  near  Spring  Hope. 

LENOIR  COUNTY,  Monday,  August  16,  7:30  p.m.,  First  Church  of  Kinston. 

EDGECOMBE  COUNTY,  Tuesday,  August  17, 7  p.m.,  Edgewood  Church  near  Macclesfield. 

WAYNE  COUNTY,  Thursday,  August  19,  7:30  p.m.,  First  Church  of  Goldsboro. 

PEE  DEE  ASSOCIATION,  Friday,  August  20, 7:30  p.m.,  Beaverdam  Church  near  Chadbourn. 

PAMLICO  COUNTY,  Sunday,  August  22,  3  p.m.,  Rock  of  Zion  Church,  Grantsboro. 

DUPLIN  COUNTY,  Monday,  August  23,  7:30  p.m.,  Cabin  Church  near  Beulaville. 

PITT  COUNTY,  Tuesday,  August  24,  7:30  p.m.,  Reedy  Branch  Church  near  Winterville. 

WASHINGTON,  MARTIN,  TYRELL,  AND  PASQUOTANK  COUNTIES,  Thursday, 
August  26,  7:30  p.m.,  Mount  Tabor  Church  near  Creswell. 

ONSLOW-BRUNSWICK  COUNTIES,  Friday,  August  27,  7  p.m.,  Folkstone  Church, 
Folkstone. 

JONES  COUNTY,  Sunday,  August  29, 3  p.m.,  Pilgrim's  Home  Church  near  Dover. 

WILSON  COUNTY,  Monday,  August  30,  7:30  p.m.,  Daniel's  Chapel  Church  near  Wilson. 

CRAVEN  COUNTY,  Thursday,  September  2,  7:30  p.m.,  Saint  Mary's  Church  Administra- 
tive Building,  New  Bern. 

CARTERET  COUNTY,  Friday,  September  3,  7:30  p.m.,  Crab  Point  Church,  Morehead  City. 

JOHNSTON-WAKE  COUNTIES,  Tuesday,  September  7,  7:30  p.m.,  First  Church  of 
Smithfield. 

SAMPSON,  HARNETT,  AND  CUMBERLAND  COUNTIES,  Thursday,  September  9, 
7:30  p.m.,  Oak  Grove  Church  near  Newton  Grove. 
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THE  END  IS  JUST  THE  BEGINNING  FOR  ECE  STUDENTS 


This  spring  marked  the  end  of  a  chapter  for  21  Early 
Childhood  Education  (ECE)  students  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. The  students  completed  their  last  class  in  the  ECE  pro- 
gram which  lasted  70  weeks.  Four  of  the  students  graduat- 
ed in  May,  with  the  remainder  expected  to  receive  their 
bachelor's  degrees  in  December. 

The  ECE  Program  at  the  College  was  developed  in  Janu- 
ary of  2003,  to  prepare  students  to  work  with  children  from 
infancy  through  kindergarten  in  various  learning  environ- 
ments, including  child  care  centers,  and  Head  Start  classes. 
After  the  addition  of  a  teaching  license,  graduates  can  teach 
in  More-At-Four  classes  and  public  school  pre-kindergar- 
ten  and  kindergarten  classes. 

"The  success  of  this  program  has  been  tremendous,"  not- 
ed Dr.  Betty  Slowinski,  director  of  the  ECE  Program.  "Many  of  our  students  have  already  received  promotions  in  their  jobs, 
with  others  having  obtained  new  jobs  which  require  a  baccalaureate  degree.  However,  the  children  that  these  students  work 
with  on  a  daily  basis  are  the  true  benefactors  of  the  increased  expertise  of  their  early  childhood  teachers  and  professionals," 
Slowinski  continued. 

Slowinski  noted  that  the  College  will  continue  to  meet  the  growing  demand  for  this  program  by  offering  two  ECE  start 
dates  annually  for  each  of  its  locations  in  Mount  Olive,  New  Bern,  Wilmington,  and  the  Research  Triangle  Park.  August  17  is 
the  next  scheduled  start  date  for  the  Mount  Olive  location.  Slowinski  mentioned  that  financial  aid,  loans,  and  scholarships 
are  available  for  qualified  students.  There  are  120  students  currently  enrolled  in  the  ECE  Program  at  the  College's  four 
locations. 

"Mount  Olive  College's  Early  Childhood  Education  Program  is  designed  to  be  comprehensive  in  scope  and  of  high  qual- 
ity. Eastern  North  Carolina's  children  will  be  well  served  by  those  who  graduate  from  the  Mount  Olive  College  Early  Child- 
hood Education  program,"  she  concluded. 

For  more  information  on  the  ECE  Program,  contact  Dr.  Slowinski  at  (919)  658-2502  or  (800)  653-0854. 

WOOD  SEES  GROWTH  AND  CHANGES  IN  MOYE  LIBRARY 


In  thirty-four 
years,  an  em- 
ployee is  bound 
to  see  a  variety  of 
changes  in  one 
organization. 
Pamela  Wood,  di- 
rector of  library 
services  at  Mount 
Olive  College, 
watched  as  the  College  expanded,  and 
as  the  entire  face  of  her  profession 
changed  with  new  technological  ad- 
vances. 

Instead  of  shifting  through  card  cata- 
logs, students  walk  straight  to  a  com- 
puter, enter  a  key  word  and  can  find  a 
variety  of  books  that  meet  their  request. 
The  addition  of  NCLive  to  college  cam- 
puses has  also  opened  doors  for  exten- 
sive research  using  sources  students 
might  not  otherwise  be  able  to  access. 

With  these  changes  comes  an  adjust- 
ment period  for  librarians  such  as 
Wood.  When  she  graduated  from 
Mount  Olive  College  with  an  associate 


of  science  degree,  she  transferred  to 
Appalachian  State  University  to  earn  a 
bachelor  of  science  degree,  and  com- 
pleted her  studies  at  North  Carolina 
Central  University  where  she  earned 
her  master  of  library  science  degree. 

While  attending  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, Wood  worked  in  the  library, 
which  was  then  housed  in  several 
rooms  at  the  downtown  campus.  When 
she  returned  as  an  employee  in  1970, 
the  construction  of  the  new  library  was 
complete.  In  the  years  since  then,  com- 
puters have  become  an  integral  part  of 
modern  library  operations.  "With  the 
online  catalog,  electronic  databases  and 
e-mail,  we  can  provide  resources  to  stu- 
dents in  a  timely  manner,"  she  com- 
mented. 

This  is  particularly  important  at 
Mount  Olive  College  with  the  institu- 
tion being  geographically  distributed 
across  five  locations  in  Mount  Olive, 
Goldsboro,  New  Bern,  Wilmington, 
and  the  Research  Triangle  Park. 

"Though  the  campus  may  look  dif- 


ferent on  the  outside,  and  there  are 
changes  in  how  the  library  works,  one 
thing  remains  the  same.  As  a  student 
at  Mount  Olive  College,  the  faculty  and 
staff  were  concerned  about  me  as  a  per- 
son and  provided  me  with  opportuni- 
ties for  academic  growth.  That  mission 
continues  today.  It  is  my  goal  to  pro- 
vide library  services  and  meet  our  stu- 
dents' needs  wherever  they  are  lo- 
cated," Wood  added. 

Wood  is  responsible  for  budgeting, 
collection  development,  reference  and 
interlibrary  loan  services,  and  biblio- 
graphic instruction  for  all  five  Mount 
Olive  College  locations. 

In  addition  to  over  66,000  bound  vol- 
umes, Moye  Library  houses  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection.  Lo- 
cal patrons  are  encouraged  to  use  many 
of  the  library  services  the  College  of- 
fers. 

Wood,  the  daughter  of  the  late  Earl 
and  Olive  Wood,  resides  in  Mount  Ol- 
ive. She  is  a  member  of  Robert's  Grove 
Church  in  Sampson  County. 
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GRANDSON  OF 
FWB  MINISTER 
COMPLETES 
DEGREE 

Over  thirty 
years  after  he 
enrolled  in 
Mount  Olive 
College  for 
the  first  time, 
Exum  Griffin 
Jr.  returned  to 
the  institu- 
tion, and 
would  not  leave  until  he  graduated. 

Griffin  participated  in  the  non-tra- 
ditional management  and  organiza- 
tional development  program,  which 
allowed  him  to  take  one  four-hour 
class  for  a  period  of  55  weeks.  In  do- 
ing so,  he  had  to  travel  to  Mount  Ol- 
ive from  Virginia  weekly. 

After  his  first  attempt  to  earn  a  de- 
gree from  Mount  Olive  College  in 
1971,  Griffin  attended  a  few  other 
colleges.  "In  my  opinion  those 
schools  were  not  as  academically 
challenging  as  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege," Griffin  said.  Going  back  to  a 
formal  learning  environment  after  so 
many  years  is  tough,  but  you  can't 
beat  Mount  Olive  College  in  regards 
to  the  support  from  staff  and  faculty. 

Griffin's  grandfather,  Elder  J.  C. 
Griffin  (1879-1967),  was  an  ordained 
minister  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  De- 
nomination for  57  years.  Well-loved 
and  known  throughout  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  community,  he  served  as  pas- 
tor of  ten  percent  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Churches  in  North  Carolina. 

In  1968,  the  college  named  the 
west  unit  of  its  women's  dormitory 
complex  for  Elder  Griffin.  The  Col- 
lege has  established  the  Griffin 
Scholarship  Fund  for  ministerial  stu- 
dents, also. 

Exum  Griffin  Jr.  graduated  with 
his  bachelor  of  science  degree  in 
May.  He  is  pictured  with  his  brother, 
Mark  Griffin. 


Deferred  Gift  Annuity 

An  opportunity 
with  advantages 
for  any  age. 


For  a  grandchild's  education. 

For  a  senior's  augmented  retirement  income. 

For  a  young  professional's  tax  and  retirement  planning. 


How  important  is  your  grandchild's  education? 

■ 

Annuitize  their  future! 

To  assist  in  your  grandchild's  education. 

To  be  sure  funds  go  to  the  one  intended. 

To  benefit  two  things  most  dear  to 

grandparents: 

•  their  grandchildren 

•  their  values  (church,  alma  mater) 


A  Deferred  Charitable  Gift  Annuity 
accumulates  tax-deferred  funds  and  pays 
out  during  the  years  grandchildren  are  in 
college.  Many  possible  tax  deductions 
and  savings  are  available  to  the  donor 
grandparents.  Annuities  may  be  funded 
with  cash  or  appreciated  securities. 


For  more  information 
on  Deferred  Charitable  Gift  Annuities, 
contact: 
Office  of  Planned  Giving 
634  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 
(919)  658-5250  or  (800)  653-0854 
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MY  MORELOS  EXPERIENCE 


Written  by  Rhonda  Houston,  a  sophomore  at  Mount  Olive  College, 
who  went  to  Mexico  for  a  short-term  team  mission  trip  during  her  Spring  Break  in  March  2004 


My  experience  in  Morelos, 
Mexico,  was  life-changing.  I  was 
able  to  experience  a  new  culture, 
and  with  that,  new  people.  The 
Mexicans  I  met  and  worked  with 
were  some  of  the  happiest  people  I 
have  ever  encountered,  even 
though  they  seemed  to  have  so  little 
by  American  standards.  They  did 
not  need  so-called  conveniences 
such  as  running  water,  electricity,  or 
fancy  toys  and  cars  to  make  them 
happy.  The  joy  of  the  Lord  was  evi- 
dent on  their  faces  as  they  sang, 


prayed,  and  interacted  with  others. 
The  experiences  that  touched  me 
the  most  happened  when  we  sang 
and  prayed  together.  Even  though 
we  did  not  always  understand  one 
another,  God  did!  It  is  so  awesome 
that  God  created  all  the  languages 
of  the  world  and  understands  them! 

The  conditions  of  the  camp  were 
very  humbling  to  me.  It  was  located 
eighty  miles  from  civilization.  Some 
things  we  view  as  everyday  conve- 
niences do  not  even  exist  there.  Us- 
ing an  outhouse  and  having  no 
shower  for  a  week  made  me  realize 


how  much  I  take  for  granted.  I  real- 
ized that  Americans  do  not  know 
how  truly  blessed  we  are. 

Our  ultimate  mission  in  Morelos 
was  to  serve  God  and  glorify  Him 
through  our  work  at  the  camp.  Our 
group  worked  together  with  the 
Mexican  people.  Each  day  we 
learned  more  about  one  another 
and  became  a  team.  We  are  all  a  part 
of  God's  team  as  brothers  and  sis- 
ters in  Christ.  I  will  never  forget  my 
trip  to  Morelos.  It  is  an  experience  I 
will  hold  in  my  heart  and  cherish 
forever. 


A  LESSON  FROM  MORELOS 

Written  by  Emily  Skinner,  a  senior  at  Mount  Olive  College, 
who  went  to  Mexico  for  a  short-term  team  mission  trip  during  her  Spring  Break  in  March  2004 


No  electricity.  No  running  water. 
Many,  many  miles  from  any  other 
forms  of  civilization.  These  are  the 
first  thoughts  that  come  to  mind 
when  I  remember  my  week  in 
Morelos,  the  wilderness  of  Mexico, 
as  I  call  it.  In  the  process  of  adapt- 
ing to  the  crude  living  conditions 
of  this  abandoned  town  (now  a  Free 
Will  Baptist  camp),  I  discovered 
many  things.  Probably  the  most 
important  lesson  I  learned  was  to 
be  thankful.  Just  as  my  physical  eyes 
were  impacted  by  the  sights  in 
Morelos,  my  spiritual  eyes  were 
opened  to  the  many  everyday 
things  I  take  for  granted. 

I  have  always  known  that  Ameri- 
cans are  extremely  spoiled,  but  how 
many  of  us  think  of  a  toilet  or  the 
five-minute  drive  down  the  street 
to  the  grocery  store  or  gas  station 
as  a  blessing?  Being  a  resident  of  the 
Triangle  area,  I  am  accustomed  to 
multi-lane  highways,  a  variety  of 


restaurants  and  shopping  centers 
on  virtually  every  corner,  and  the 
bright  city  lights  that  illuminate  the 
night  sky.  What  my  experience  in 
Mexico  caused  me  to  realize, 
though,  is  that  I  found  something  I 
liked  better. 

Conditions  many  people  consid- 
ered to  be  inconveniences  were  in 
reality  the  beauty  of  God's  creation 
in  its  purest  form.  The  camp  at 
Morelos  was  situated  in  a  large  val- 
ley, surrounded  on  all  sides  by 
mountains.  The  only  route  into  the 
area  was  a  rocky,  bumpy,  dirt  road 
barely  wide  enough  for  two  lanes. 
The  only  store  for  miles  around  was 
a  tiny  pink  building  that  sold  a  few 
mere  drinks  and  snacks.  The  only 
lights  to  illuminate  the  night  sky 
were  those  places  there  by  God's 
mighty  hand.  As  I  watched  the  sun 
rise  over  the  mountain  peaks,  as  I 
gazed  at  the  moon  and  stars,  as  I 
felt  the  wind  blow,  my  spirit 
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echoed  the  words  of  the  psalmist 
David:  THE  HEAVENS  declare  the 
glory  of  God;  the  skies  proclaim  the 
works  of  His  hands.  Day  after  day  they 
pour  forth  speech;  night  after  night  they 
display  knowledge  (Psalm  19:1-2, 
niv). 

The  fact  that  I  was  without  a 
shower,  electricity,  or  American 
food  during  my  week  in  Mexico 
was  overshadowed  by  my  wonder 
at  experiencing  a  new  culture  and 
a  closeness  to  God  I  never  really 
have  felt  before.  To  truly  appreci- 
ate these  circumstances — each  per- 
son must  have  his  or  her  own  ad- 
venture. Pictures  and  stories  may 
provide  a  nice  presentation,  but 
they  cannot  replace  the  personal  ex- 
perience. Just  in  case  you  cannot 
take  such  a  trip,  I  offer  you  this  little 
reminder:  The  next  time  you  flush 
your  toilet  or  wish  upon  the  first 
star,  tell  God,  "Thanks." 


OFW&  iMTERMflTIOriAL 


GYPSY  CHILDREN— BULGARIA 

by  Willem  van  der  Plus 

All  children  go  to  school  nowadays.  The  Gov- 
ernment forces  the  Gypsy  parents  to  send  their 
childen  to  school.  If  they  don't  send  them  they 
will  not  receive  any  Social  support  from  the 
Government.  However,  the  parents  have  no 
money  to  provide  the  required  school  materi- 
als. Our  Mission  helps  the  children  who  are 
regularly  very  poor.  We  still  prepare  younger 
children  to  go  to  school.  They  need  to  have  the 
proper  discipline  and  to  speak  and  understand 
the  Bulgarian  language.  In  the  past  the  Gypsy 
children  became  drop-outs  within  1  to  3  years, 
because  they  could  not  understand  their  teach- 
ers and  they  had  no  idea  about  school  discipline. 
After  school-time  the  children  are  coming  for 
Bible  lessons,  to  learn  a  Bible  verse,  to  sing  and  pray  and  to  enjoy  some  activities  to  relax.  They  love  to  make  puzzles. 
We  plan  to  help  and  guide  the  children  with  their  homework  in  our  classroom.  All  children  receive  a  simple  sandwich 
(bread  with  butter)  and  vitamin  C  daily,  and  muilti-vitamins  in  the  winter. 

BAPTISMAL  SERVICE  IN  SALTILLO,  MEXICO 

by  The  Reverend  Antonio  Escobar 


The  Sinai  Church  pastored  by  Domitilo  Hernandez,  came 
together  to  celebrate  a  baptismal  service  on  May  10  at  10  a.m. 
We  had  a  time  of  praise,  and  a  time  of  giving  thanks  to  the 
Lord  for  all  His  blessings.  We  also  had  Sunday  School  re- 
lated to  the  baptismal  event.  There  was  also  a  time  of  testi- 
monies from  the  brethren  who  were  going  to  be  baptized 
as  to  how  the  Lord  loved  them. 

The  brethren  who  were  to  be  baptized  are  the  fruit  of  the 
result  of  the  work  by  the  brethren  who  are  in  the  study  pro- 
gram. These  families  were  reached  in  their  homes  when  we 
visited  them,  and  presented  the  plan  of  salvation,  bringing 
them  to  the  feet  of  Jesus.  These  are  the  two  primary  fami- 
lies of  the  work  of  family  groups,  where  the  Sinai  Church 
is  working.  The  brethren  who  were  baptized  are:  Alfredo 
Grimaldo,  Juan  Esquivel,  Antonia  Davila  Avalos,  Elizabeth 
Encina  Davila.  These  families  are  receiving  biblical  studies 
in  their  homes.  They  also  invited  their  relatives  to  attend 
the  church,  and  they  give  testimony  as  to  how  the  Lord 
changed  their  lives.  The  Sinai  Church  is  having  a  great  re- 
vival, and  the  Lord  is  adding  every  day  those  who  will  be 
saved.  We  hope  that  in  the  course  of  this  year  this  church 
will  continue  to  grow. 

We  thank  the  Lord  for  these  gains  made,  and  for  using 
our  lives  for  his  glory. 
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SPECIAL  PROJECT  IN  TAYTAY 

Pastor  Arman  R.  Manzano 


Our  dream  will  not  remain  a  dream,  but  it  will  come  to 
pass  only,  when  we  believe  to  our  great  God  who  sustains 
our  life  and  everything. 

Many  years  passed  by  and  we  prayed  asking  God  to  have 
a  church  building  somewhere  in  Taytay,  Palawan,  where  the 
people  of  God  can  freely  praise  and  worship  Him,  to  mag- 
nify our  Sovereign  Lord.  It's  amazing  to  see  how  God  works 
everything  out.  April  26,  2004,  was  a  remarkable  month  for 
us  especially  to  the  Short  Term  Missionary  team  with  the 
Rev.  Harold  and  Sandra  Jones,  who  imparted  their  efforts, 
strength,  and  time  to  start  building  the  house  of  God.  There 
was  no  hard  stones  under  the  heat  of  the  sun  to  resist  our 
united  strength.  When  they  started  to  dig  the  very  founda- 
tion of  the  church  building  everyone  felt  tired  physically,  but 
the  joy  to  work  for  the  Lord  gave  more  inspiration. 

Thus,  we  are  extending  our  appreciation  to  our  brethren 
in  North  Carolina  who  unceasingly  support  the  ministry  of 
God  here  in  the  Philippines.  Above  all  to  Him  who  blesses 
us  with  all  spiritual  and  material  blessings.  Glory  be  to  God! 


The  Rev.  Harold  Jones  in  action  together  with  Sir  Chris  and  Sir 
Tim,  while  in  the  corner  Sir  Brad,  Sir  Wesley,  and  Sir  Rocky  are  in 
motion. 


Everybody  is  busy  working  under  the  heat  of  the  sun. 


Sir  Brad  and  Sir  Tim  taking  shifts  digging  the  rocky  ground. 


Sir  Wesley  Taylor  in  action,  hammering  rocky  ground.  Everybody  needs  to  rest.  It's  a  siesta  time! 
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EIGHTEENTH  MISSION  CONFERENCE 

by  The  Reverend  Dario  S.  Basingil 


The  Rev.  Bernardo  Borja, 
the  first  lecturer  during  the 
Mission  Conference. 


The  FWBC  Mission  Conference  was  held  in  Cagayan  de  Oro  City,  Philip- 
pines with  sixty-one  participants  coming  from  different  provinces.  The  theme 
was  "Partnership  Working  Together  for  God"  taken  from  1  Corintians  3:9.  We 
are  partners  working  together  for  God;  you  are  God's  field;  and  you  are  also 
God's  building. 

The  Rev.  Dario  S.  Basingil  gave  the  message  and  challenge  to  everyone.  The 
message  "The  Story  of  Twelve  Spies,"  was  taken  from  Numbers  13:1-3  about 
the  leadership  of  Moses.  He  emphasized  how  to  go  and  possess  the  land.  There 
are  three  things  one  needs  to  know:  1.  Listen  to  the  Word  of  God  (v.  1);  2.  A 
need  for  leaders  to  cooperate  (v.  2);  3.  Working  together  as  one. 
This  message  challenges  all  workers  and  delegates  to  rededicate 
their  lives  to  God,  serving  and  working  as  a  team;  there  are  many 
parts  but  we  all  have  the  same  purpose.  We  all  are  a  part  of  one 
body  of  Jesus  Christ. 


The  Rev.  Dario 
S.  Basingil  chal- 
lenged all  workers 
and  delegates  to  re- 
dedicate  their  lives 
to  God. 


Mrs.  I'irzah  Perocillo  lec- 
tured about  the  Partnership 
working  together. 


The  Rev.  Adrian  ( finadle  Sr., 
Mindanao  District  Chairman 
gave  his  report  during  the  Mis- 
sion Conference. 


The  Rev.  Alfonso  Marzon, 
Cebu  District  Chairman,  gai>e 
his  report  about  their  ministry 
and  challenge  every  one  to  pray 
and  work  hard. 


The  Rev.  Antonio 
Samones  Jr.  prayed 
over  all  pastors  who 
passed  the  licensing 
exam. 


Standing:  All 
leaders  of  FWBC 
Philippines.  The 
congregation 
prayed  for  them 
headed  by  Cagayan 
de  Oro,  FWBC 
congregation. 


The  Rev.  Antonio  Samons  Jr.  prayed  overall  district  chairman: 
The  Revs.  Alfonso  Marzon,  Adrian  Omadle  Sr.,  Arturo  Aspa,  Pas- 
tor Arnel  Cuba  representative  of  pastor  Silverio  Erandio,  and  the 
Rev.  Nerie  Peralta  as  representative  of  Pastor  Jimmy  Ombang. 
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SEEKING  ABUNDANT  LIFE 


On  my  first  trip  to  the  Philippines, 
I  was  surprised  to  learn  of  the 
existence  of  the  Vietnam 
Resettlement  Center  just  a  short 
distance  from  our  church  at  Puerto 
Princesa.  One  afternoon  during  a  lull 
in  activities  I  walked  down  to  the  site. 
Although  only  a  few  people 
remained  at  that  time,  there  were 
many  indications  of  the  time  in  which 
the  center  housed  as  many  as  30,000 
refugees  from  Vietnam.  As  I  looked 
at  the  remnants  of  numerous 
buildings  that  housed  so  many 
people,  I  could  not  help  but  think  of 
the  despair  that  had  led  so  many 
people  to  flee  their  homeland  and 
risk  their  lives  for  the  hope  of  a  better 
day  Who  were  they  and  from  what 
were  they  fleeing?  What  were  they 
seeking  and  where  were  they  going? 

They  escaped  from  Vietnam  after 
the  Communists  took  over  the 
country  in  1 975.  It  has  been  estimated 
that  by  1982  as  many  as  1.6  million 
people  had  fled  in  response  to  the 
post-war  political  repression  and 
economic  hardships.  They  were 
called  the  "Boat  People"  because 
most  attempted  to  leave  in  small, 
over-crowded,  unseaworthy  boats, 
often  in  adverse  sea  conditions.  They 
were  frequently  unsure  of  their 
directions  or  final  destination  when 
they  escaped,  and  many  faced  all 
sorts  of  danger,  hunger,  and  even 
death.  The  mortality  rate  has  been 
estimated  at  10-15  percent  or  even 
higher.  Those  who  were  fortunate 
enough  to  reach  the  shores  of 
Malaysia,  Singapore,  Thailand, 
Indonesia,  Hong  Kong,  or  the 
Philippines  had  to  wait  months,  or 
even  years,  in  overcrowded  refugee 
camps  before  they  were  picked  up  by 
a  third  country  for  permanent 
resettlement.  In  the  camps  they  faced 
a  whole  new  set  of  problems  as  they 
lived  in  crowded  conditions  and 
faced  an  uncertain  future. 

The  last  Philippine  Short  Term 
Mission  Team  visited  the  site  of  the 


by  The  Reverend  Chris  Singleton 

Refugee  Center  for  a  very  special 
occasion.  We  had  barely  landed  in 
Puerto  Princesa  when  we  were 
informed  that  we  were  going  to  a 
baptismal  service.  That  was  special 
within  itself,  but  then  we  discovered 
it  was  going  to  be  at  the  nearly 
abandoned  Refugee  Center.  There  are 
very  few  reminders  that  the  site  was 
ever  anything  but  a  small  fishing 
village.  The  cement  sea  wall  is  still 
there  but  all  of  the  old  docks  are 
nothing  but  skeletal  frames.  There  are 
a  few  squatters  living  there,  some  in 
old  huts  on  stilts  over  the  water, 
others  in  small  nipa  huts  lined  up  in 
a  neat  row  looking  like  a  tiny  village 
from  bygone  days.  A  long  guard 
tower  stands  over  all  of  this  as  a  silent 
memorial  to  all  the  people  who 
passed  here  in  search  of  a  better  life. 

It  was  in  the  shadow  of  the  tower 
that  we  had  the  baptism  service.  We 
all  tried  to  squeeze  into  the  tower's 
shade  to  avoid  the  blistering  heat.  We 
sang  a  few  choruses,  had  prayer,  and 
then  Harold  Jones  read  some 
Scripture  and  shared  some  thoughts 
on  the  Christian  life.  After  Harold 
finished,  one  of  the  Filipino  pastors 
walked  out  into  the  water  with 
twelve  young  people  who  had  made 
decisions  for  the  Lord  at  camp  during 
the  past  week.  The  sky  and  the  water 
were  both  that  perfect  shade  of  blue 
that  makes  for  a  beautiful  postcard 
from  paradise.  All  of  the  natural 
beauty  around  us  could  not  compare 
to  the  image  of  those  kids  holding 
hands  as  they  waded  out  into  the  sea. 
They  turned  and  faced  us  forming  a 
semi-circle,  still  joined  by  their  hands 
and  by  their  newfound  faith.  The 
pastor  had  prayer  with  each 
candidate  and  then  immersed  them 
into  the  water.  The  group  on  the  shore 
joined  together  in  a  chorus  to 
celebrate  their  new  life  in  Christ  as 
each  new  Christian  was  baptized. 
What  a  special  service  it  was!  This 
was  one  of  those  "Wow!"  moments 
you  know  you  will  always  remember. 
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All  of  the  team  members  felt  very 
blessed  to  be  able  to  be  a  part  of  such 
a  joyful  experience. 

Only  later  did  the  real  irony  of 
having  the  baptism  at  the  site  of  a 
refugee  center  really  dawn  on  me.  I 
suddenly  thought  of  the  thousands 
of  refugees  who  fled  their  homeland 
in  search  of  a  better  future.  They  were 
willing  to  risk  life  and  limb  of 
themselves  and  of  family  members 
for  a  chance  that  they  could  even 
hope  for  things  to  be  better.  Many  of 
those  who  did  make  it  to  a  center 
suddenly  found  themselves  living  in 
conditions  that  could  not  have  been 
much  better  than  from  what  they  had 
escaped.  More  often  than  not  they 
were  stuck  in  the  centers  while 
different  countries  argued  over  what 
should  be  done  with  them  and  by 
whom  it  should  be  done.  Many  found 
that  they  had  survived  the  perils  of 
their  ocean  journey  only  to  be  sunk 
in  a  sea  of  red  tape  and  mired  in 
bureaucracy.  From  what  I  remember 
seeing  on  television  and  from  the 
remnants  of  the  center  I  saw,  life  had 
to  have  been  tough  at  its  best  within 
the  center. 

Where  are  all  the  people  now?  We 
all  know  of  people  from  Vietnam  who 
found  a  truly  good  life  here  in 
America.  They  have  worked  hard 
and  have  done  well  for  themselves.  I 
can  only  imagine  that  there  are  also 
many  stories  of  a  lifetime  of 
frustration  and  despair.  We  can  be 
sure  that  many  of  those  dreams  of  a 
better  tomorrow  were  never  realized. 
I  visited  several  computer  websites 
and  found  numerous  testimonies  of 
those  who  felt  they  had  found  "the 
good  life."  I  was  not  surprised  that  I 
didn't  find  any  "hard  luck"  stories. 
Who  wants  to  broadcast  those?  I  did 
discover  that  as  of  May  2004  there 
were  1,855  Vietnamese  still  living  in 
the  Philippines  as  displaced  persons. 
Now,  after  nearly  thirty  years,  they 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


still  cannot  get  work  permits,  travel, 
own  property,  nor  apply  for 
permanent  residency.  In  essence, 
their  lives  are  on  hold  and  they  are  a 
people  without  a  country,  doomed  to 
a  life  of  poverty  by  circumstances 
beyond  their  control. 

I  could  not  help  but  compare  those 
who  crossed  the  water  searching  for 
a  better  life  with  those  who  waded 
into  the  water  to  be  baptized.  Both 
groups  were  leaving  a  life  of  despair 
in  hopes  of  a  brighter  future.  For  the 
refugees,  their  future  held  a  huge 
question  mark.  Their  dreams  and 
hopes  were  filled  with  fear  and 
uncertainties.  The  new  Christians 
had  the  assurances  of  God's  Word 
and  the  testimonies  of  generations 
that  there  is  new  life  in  Christ.  Even 
the  refugees  who  found  a  better  life 


often  had  to  wait  years  in  poverty 
and  frustration.  The  new  Christians 
could  embrace  a  better  life 
immediately  upon  their  acceptance  of 
God's  forgiveness  of  past  sins.  The 
refugees  who  found  a  better  life  did 
so  after  years  of  hard  work  and  often 
by  living  in  circumstances  most  of  us 
would  find  unacceptable.  Christians 
who  live  lives  of  faithful  obedience 
can  have  abundant  life  and  the 
assurance  of  an  eternal  home  in 
Heaven.  It  seems  that  all  people 
dream  of  freedom  and  a  better  life; 
only  those  who  find  Christ  can  truly 
find  either  one. 

I  also  thought  about  how  eager 
Americans  were  to  help  the  refugees. 
Many  individuals  and  churches 
adopted  whole  families  and  helped 
them  get  adjusted  to  the  "American 


life."  I  am  sure  their  generosity  and 
kindness  was  a  tremendous  witness 
to  those  whom  they  helped.  But  I  also 
wonder  why  we  can't  be  more  eager 
to  reach  out  and  share  Christ  with  the 
multitudes  that  are  lost  and  adrift  in 
the  darkness  of  sin.  Christ  instructed 
us  to  seek  and  to  save  those  who  are 
lost,  but  too  often  we  wait  until  they 
find  us  even  though  that  puts  them 
at  great  peril.  Christ  gives  the 
assurance  of  eternal  and  abundant 
life.  Without  Him  all  people  are 
"displaced  persons,"  displaced  from 
the  will  of  their  Heavenly  Father.  It 
is  up  to  us  as  individuals,  and  within 
our  churches,  to  help  people  find 
their  way  to  the  Heavenly  Father  in 
order  that  they  might  indeed  find  the 
better  life. 


MARK  THIS  DATE  ON  YOUR  CALENDAR 


WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER  15,  2004 
7:30  p.m. 
COLLEGE  HALL, 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
ANNUAL  CONVENTION 
MISSION  RALLY 
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The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  is  in  charge. 
An  exciting  program  is  being  planned. 
Make  your  plans  now  to  attend. 
Your  gift  on  that  night  will  help 
take  the  Gospel  to  the  ends  of  the  Earth. 
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(RAcrioriT  Assembly 


It's  time  to  begin  preparations  for 
our  third  annual  walk-a-thon!  Walks 
one  and  two  raised  over  $34,000.00 
and  we  are  genuinely  excited  about 
the  way  the  Spirit  will  be  working  for 
2004! 

What  is  Vision  Walk?  Vision  Walk 
is  an  annual  walk-a-thon  designed  to 
give  our  youth  of  all  ages  the  oppor- 
tunity to  participate  in  a  tangible  way 
in  our  New  Heights  Campaign-  They 
raise  money  by  securing  pledges  and 
walking  to  honor  those  pledges.  All 


Our  new  format  for  this  popular 
event  will  include  travel  to  Cragmont 
on  Monday,  October  18,  via  motor 
coach  and  the  US  264  and  70  corri- 
dors. Tuesday  we  will  travel  to 
Dollywood  to  enjoy  the  beauty  of  the 
mountains  and  hear  the  Kingdom 
Heirs,  the  Chuck  Wagon  Gang, 
Michael  Combs,  and  the  Dixie  Echos. 
Wednesday  morning  we  will  tour  the 
beautiful  Biltmore  Estate  and  have 


VISION  WALK  2004 

monies  raised  by  our  young  people 
at  Vision  Walks  is  committed  toward 
the  construction  of  a  new  (and  much 
needed)  gym  /recreational  complex. 

This  year 's  event  will  again  be  held 
at  Mount  Olive  College  on  Saturday, 
September  11.  The  format  for  2004 
has  been  modified  to  help  resolve 
some  youth  district  conflicts  and  al- 
low for  maximum  participation.  Our 
event  will  begin  at  9  a.m.  and  end  at 
1  p.m.  with  a  cookout.  Drinks,  snacks, 
and  water  will  be  provided  during 

FALL  FESTIVAL  2004 
October  18-21,  2004 

lunch  at  the  Deerpark  Restaurant. 
The  rest  of  the  afternoon  will  be  local 
interest.  Thursday  will  be  travel  day 
back  east. 

This  $250.00  package  includes 
transportation  to  and  from 
Cragmont,  three  nights  lodging, 
Monday  supper  and  three  breakfasts 
at  Cragmont,  tickets  to  Dollywood 
and  Biltmore,  supper  at  Dollywood 


the  four  hour  walk. 

This  event  will  be  held  RAIN  or 
SHINE.  We  have  College  Hall  re- 
served in  case  of  bad  weather  so  plan 
to  be  here  and  enjoy  the  day. 

Registration  packets  were  handed 
out  at  the  State  Youth  Convention  in 
May  and  will  be  mailed  to  all 
churches,  youth,  and  auxiliary  lead- 
ers in  early  August. 

Mark  your  calendar  now  and  don't 
miss  this  great  event!! 


and  lunch  at  Deerpark.  Wednesday 
supper  will  be  on  your  own  locally. 
What  a  deal!  Register  below  and 
return  to  Cragmont  quickly.  Your 
$100  per  person,  non-refundable 
deposit  must  accompany  your 
registration.  Make  checks  payable  to 
Cragmont  and  mail  to  Cragmont 
Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road, 
Black  Mountain,  NC  28711. 


FALL  FESTIVAL  REGISTRATION  FORM 


Name 


Address 


City,  State,.Zip 
Telephone  


Ground  Floor  Room  Needed? 


Number  in  Party  ($100  per  person  deposit) 

Check  Visa  MasterCard  

Discover  American  Express  

Number  


Expiration  date 
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PROJECT  2005 
THE  HOLLIFIELD  HOUSE 


In  the  Spring  of  2003,  the  need  of 
extensive  renovations  to  the  motel 
were  shared  as  a  part  of  a  Cragmont 
report  to  the  Central  Conference 
Layman's  League.  The  need  stirred 
the  hearts  of  a  few  men  who  shared 
the  information  with  their  churches. 
What  resulted  was  seven  Central 
Conference  churches  raising  over 
$48,000.00,  and  their  coming  to 
Cragmont  and  performing  the  reno- 
vations themselves!  This  was  truly 
an  answered  prayer  to  a  tremendous 
need. 


Having  been  made  aware  of  the 
tremendous  potential  and  desire  on 
the  part  of  God's  people  to  respond 
to  our  needs — "Project  2005,  The 
Hollifield  House"  is  being  shared. 
The  Hollifield  House  is  a  three  bed- 
room, one  bath  home  located  directly 
across  the  street  from  the  main  build- 
ing. Used  more  and  more  by  groups 
and  families  throughout  the  year — 
this  cottage  is  in  dire  need  of  renova- 
tion. The  following  is  a  partial  list  of 
needs  along  with  estimated  material 
costs.  Are  there  any  churches  who 


would  like  to  make  Project  2005  a  re- 
ality? 

Replacement  Windows — $2,000 
New  Roof  Shingles— $800 
Vinyl  Siding— $1,650 
Second  Bathroom  Addition — $3,000 
New  Carpeting— $2,000 
New  Kitchen  Ceiling— $400 
Central  Heating/  Air — Cost  not  avail- 
able at  press  time 

Contact  Bryant  Hines  at  252-637- 
7171  if  your  church  would  be  inter- 
ested in  investing  on  the  mountain. 
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Children's  ttoric 


FLAG  PRESENTATION 


On  July  1, 2004,  residents  and  staff 
gathered  outside  for  a  visit  from  Su- 
san Worrell,  representative  of 
Woodman  of  the  World,  Lodge  1097, 
Bailey,  NC.  Susan  presented  the 
Children's  Home  with  a  new  Ameri- 


can Flag  as  well  as  giving  instructions 
to  some  of  the  residents  on  proper 
handling  procedures  of  the  Flag  and 
how  to  properly  fold  the  Flag.  She 
then  took  our  old  flag  with  her  for 
proper  disposal. 


We  would  like  to  thank  Susan  and 
Woodman  Lodge  1097  for  remember- 
ing us  with  the  new  flag.  It  looks  very 
nice  on  our  campus,  and  was  deliv- 
ered just  in  time  for  the  Fourth  of  July 
weekend. 


THANK  YOU 

The  children  and  staff  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home  would  like  to  extend  our  heartfelt 
thanks  to  all  who  participated  in  our  "Change  for  Chil- 
dren Campaign"  and  helped  make  it  successful.  Cam- 
paigns such  as  this  help  assure  that  we  can  continue  to 
provide  quality,  compassionate,  care  in  a  stable  "home" 
environment  to  the  children  and  families  we  serve. 
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SUMMER  RECREATION  PROGRAM  UNDERWAY 


Cynthia  Bulleck,  a 
former  resident  of  the 
Children's  Home,  is  the 
campus  Recreational  Di- 
rector. Cynthia  graduated 
from  Barton  College  in 
May  2004.  Before  pursu- 
ing her  full-time  career  in 
Social  Work,  she  decided 
to  take  this  opportunity  to 
work  at  the  Children's 
Home  as  Summer  Recre- 
ational Drector. 

In  June,  our  residents 
loaded  the  agency  vans 
for  an  outing.  They  vis- 
ited Cliffs  of  the  Neuse  in 
Goldsboro,  and  stopped 
by  former  North  Carolina 
Governor  Charles  B. 
Aycock's  birthplace.  As 

with  any  group,  some  of  the  children  were  excited  about  exploring  nature, 
while  some  were  wondering  why  the  air  conditioning  was  not  working 
outside.  All  in  all,  it  was  a  good  outing  with  a  hint  of  history  thrown  in  for 
good  measure.  As  the  day  drew  to  a  close,  we  stopped  for  a  nice  meal  and  headed  back  to  campus. 

Every  day,  weather  permitting,  the  residents  spend  time  at  the  recreation  building.  Some  choose  to  swim  in  the  pool 
during  these  hot  summer  days,  where  without  even  knowing  it,  they  are  getting  a  good  physical  workout.  Swimming 
lessons  are  being  offered  to  the  residents  that  can't  swim.  Recreation  time  provides  the  residents  an  opportunity  to 
express  themselves  through  crafts,  also.  They  spent  one  afternoon  making  string  art,  while  some  chose  to  play  air 
hockey,  shoot  pool,  or  put  together  puzzles. 

READING  PROGRAM 


Nikki  O'Neal, 
Resident  Man- 
ager for  Rodgers 
Cottage,  has  de- 
veloped a  read- 
ing program  in 
her  cottage.  With 
shelves  placed 
end  to  end  to 
make  a  small 
reading  area,  the 
girls  enjoy  sitting 

in  beanbag  chairs  and  spending  time  reading.  Ms.  O'Neal  has  worked  out 
an  incentive  program,  which  encourages  the  girls  to  read.  Reading  is  a  nec- 
essary skill  in  the  world  today,  and  by  encouraging  the  girls  to  read,  they 
will  be  better  prepared  and  have  sharper  reading  skills  when  school  starts 
back  and  reading  assignments  are  required.  Ms.  O'Neal  is  always  looking 
for  good  books  and  other  reading  material  to  add  to  Rodgers  Cottage  Read- 
ing Center. 
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CLEAN-UP  TIME 


The  campus  buildings  are  situ- 
ated on  approximately  five  cleared 
acres  of  land.  It's  a  constant  job  to 
keep  the  grounds  in  shape.  Re- 
cently, Angela,  one  of  the  girls  from 
State  Cottage,  volunteered  to 
spend  some  time  weeding  the 
flower  beds  located  beside  the 
driveway  at  the  office  area.  We  cer- 
tainly appreciate  her  willingness  to 
help. 

Recently,  we  had  to  purchase  a 
lawn  tractor  to  help  keep  the  grass 
groomed  and  the  grounds  beauti- 
ful. Years  of  constant  use  had  taken 
its  toll  on  our  other  mower.  The 
grounds  and  buildings  at  the 
Home  are  maintained  by  Don 
Batchelor,  Director  of  Physical  Af- 
fairs, and  his  helpers.  It's  never  a 
dull  moment  around  here  for  Mr. 
Batchelor.  There  always  seems  to 
be  a  leaky  faucet,  a  clogged  drain, 

a  special  function  that  requires  table  and  chair  set-up,  grass  to  be  cut,  or  vehicle  maintenance  ..  .all  in  a  day's  work, 
doesn't  have  much  spare  time,  but  he  is  always  willing  to  help  when  asked.  Just  recently,  he  was  the  chef  for  one  of 
cookouts.  Thanks  for  all  you  do,  Mr.  Batchelor. 


He 
our 


NEEDS  LIST 


•  Paper  Products,  Cleaning  and  Laundry  Supplies 

•  Personal  Care  Items  (soap,  deodorant,  toothbrushes,  toothpaste,  brushes,  combs) 

•  Desk  .Lamps 

•  Bath  Mats 


Back  to  School  Supplies:  (Backpacks /book  bags,  appropriate  for  ages  9-16;  mechanical  pencils,  highlighters, 
composition  books,  ink  pens,  glue  sticks 

(2)  30-inch  electric  ranges 

(2)  40-inch  electric  ranges 

Drawstring  laundry  bags  (for  each  resident) 
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ttorit  Missions  i  fvflncELisn 


SEPTEMBER  IS  DISASTER  RELIEF  MONTH 
Sunday,  September  26,  2004 — Good  Samaritan  Sunday 


MEMBERSHIP  QUALIFICATIONS 

This  is  a  Disaster  Relief  Ministry  performed  by  VOLUNTEERS.  Membership  is  required. 

Members  will  receive  a  Certificate  of  Membership  following  the  required  training. 

Be  willing  to  attend  all  required  training  sessions. 

Be  willing  to  support  themselves  financially  when  serving. 

Be  willing  to  provide  own  transportation  to  Disaster  Location. 

Must  have  adequate  accident  and  hospitalization  coverage. 

Be  willing  to  share  the  Gospel  whenever  possible. 

Have  applicable  work  skills  or  be  capable  of  assisting  those  who  do. 

Be  willing  to  abide  by  all  rules  and  regulations  set  forth  by  the  Disaster  Relief  Ministry. 

Be  willing  to  follow  all  directions  given  by  those  operating  the  Command  Center. 

Be  willing  to  furnish  your  own  hand  tools  and  required  safety  equipment. 

Be  willing  to  donate  time  and  labor  without  expecting  or  accepting  any  monetary  or  material  compensation  for  services 
rendered. 


DISASTER  RESPONSE  PLAN  FOR  THE  HARVEST  CONNECTION  DISASTER  RELIEF  MINISTRY 

The  Harvest  Connection  Disaster  Relief  Ministry  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  responds  to  local  disaster  with  two  primary 
functions: 

I.  Early  Response 

In  the  event  of  a  community  disaster,  Needs  Assessment  is  the  priority  first  task. 

1.  First  assess  the  situation  to  ascertain  any  need  for  early  assistance  in  the  following  ways: 

a.  Contact  The  Harvest  Connection  Disaster  Relief  Office  (252)  746-4963  or  (252)  413-8111  as  soon  as  possible  to  exchange 
important  information  and  to  learn  of  any  state  and  Federal  directives  and  information  being  issued.  Maintain  communica- 
tion with  THCDR  during  this  period,  by  e-mail  or  phone. 

b.  Contact  and  talk  with  individuals /pastors/ church  members  in  the  affected  areas.  They  may  contact  you  immediately  if 
you  have  prepared  them  to  do  so. 

c.  Contact  our  committee/board  members  to  update  and  for  information. 

d.  Provide  a  Fact  Sheet  (with  available  resources  and  contact  information). 

2.  If  you  or  your  members  live  in  or  are  in  the  immediately  affected  area  at  the  time  of  the  Disaster  and  see  persons  in  need 
of  emergency  care,  notify  911  and  stay  on  site  with  them  until  the  appropriate  helping  authorities  arrive. 

3.  Visit  the  disaster  areas  when  these  are  open  to  you.  Meet  with  persons  affected  to  lend  encouragement  and  spiritual 
support  (not  by  proselytizing  but  by  "caring  listening")  and  for  a  more  thorough  initial  grassroots  assessment  of  the  needs  of 
survivors. 

4.  Build  and  maintain  cooperation  with  other  individuals  and  groups  interested  in  the  disaster  recovery. 

5.  Provide  volunteer  assistance  for  clean-up  and  meeting  other  immediate  needs  where  this  is  required. 

6.  Keep  detailed  notes  of  all  contacts  made  and  of  information  gained  in  all  the  above  work.  These  will  provide  the  beginning 
point  for  our  coordinator's  formation  of  a  long-term  recovery  program. 

(Forms  for  early  assessment  are  available  in  the  Harvest  Connection  Disaster  Relief  Ministry  Manual  or  call  our  office.) 

II.  Long-Term  Recovery  Program 

Needs  Assessment  in  the  Early  Response  phase  provides  the  first  information  The  Harvest  Connection  needs  for  its  evalu- 
ation in  establishing  a  Recovery  program  in  the  area  affected. 
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Name. 


Address 


MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 
'A  Disaster  Relief  Ministry  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptists' 

 Age  


Home  Phone 
E-mail   


Cell  Phone 


Church  You  Attend 
Phone   


Pastor's  Name 

Phone   

E-mail   


Conference 
E-mail   


Cell  Phone 


Emergency  Contact  Person: 
1.  Name 


Phone 


2.  Name 


Phone 


Relationship 


Membership  Dues  (ENCLOSED): 

New  Members  ($35)  $  

Renewals        ($20)  $   


SKILLS  AREA  (please  circle  all  that  apply) 
Window  Installer  Electrician 
Drywall  Hanger  Carpenter 


Engineer 
Mason 


Beside  the  above,  please  indicate  your  skill  level. 
A=Willing  Helper 
B=Do  It  Yourselfer 

C=Extensive  Handy  Person,  No  Trade  Experience 
D=Worked  Trade  Previously. 

E=Working  Trade  Currently  as  Helper,  Apprentice,  Journey 
Special  License  or  Professional  Skills:  


Relationship 


Painter 
General  helper 


Roofer  Plumber 
Other  (specify)  


Hobbies,  Interest,  Activities:, 


Signature- 


Date - 


Be  sure  to  include  your  membership  dues  and  return  to: 
The  Harvest  Connection  Disaster  Relief, 
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FOR  OFFICE  USB  ONLY 


Application  Received: 

Dues  Received: , ,  , 

Comments: 


by. 
by. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist   27  August  2004 


Woman's  Auxiliary 


NORTH  CAROLINA  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 
CONVENTION  OF  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

Seventy-Seventh  Annual  Session 


On  the  warm  spring  morning  of 
May  13,  2004,  women,  and  a  few 
men,  from  across  North  Carolina 
made  their  way  to  Pilgrim's  Home 
Church  located  in  the  Eastern  Con- 
ference for  the  seventy-seventh  an- 
nual session  of  the  North  Carolina 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  Many 
enjoyed  coffee,  doughnuts,  and  fel- 
lowship during  the  registration 
hour  preceding  the  opening  of  the 
Convention.  "Be  Faithful  Where 
You  Are"  was  the  theme  for  the  day 
with  Scriptures  from  Psalm  101:6 
and  1  Corinthians  4:2. 

Tammy  C.  Moye  of  Wilson  began 
the  Convention  with  a  lovely  and 
fitting  solo  followed  by  the  congre- 
gation singing  "Have  Faith  in  God." 
After  President  Joan  Little  called  the 
Convention  to  order,  Diane  Leviner 
of  East  Rockingham  gave  an  inspi- 
rational devotion  about  being  faith- 
ful by  sharing  one's  life  at  home, 
church,  and  work.  Various  auxiliary 
women  gave  the  welcome,  re- 
sponse, and  announcements.  In  her 
President's  Address,  Joan  Little 
spoke  on  "Crumbs."  We  are  to  share 
crumbs  from  the  Master's  Table. 

A  very  deserving  woman  in  our 
denomination  was  given  a  special 
recognition,  presented  by  Becky  Jo 
Sumner.  The  Woman's  Auxiliary 
wanted  to  thank  Arlinda  Williams 
for  her  many  years  in  service  to 
those  who  have  attended  Cragmont 
Assembly. 

Nancy  Hardy  was  the  2004  re- 
cipient of  the  Life  Membership 
Award,  presented  by  Dianne  Riley. 


by  Teresa  Grubbs 

Many  members  of  Mrs.  Hardy's 
family  were  present  to  celebrate  this 
honor  with  her. 

After  a  short  break  and  congre- 
gational singing,  the  Rev.  Fred 
Baker,  President  of  the  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  gave 
a  report  on  our  denominational  en- 
terprises. Many  of  the  directors 
were  in  attendance  and  had  reports 
in  our  program  books.  We  have 
much  work  in  progress  in  our  de- 
nomination that  needs  our  support. 

The  treasurer,  youth,  and  creden- 
tials reports  were  given,  as  well  as 
the  Anna  Phillips  Student  Aid 
Fund,  nominations,  and  resolu- 
tions. There  were  169  in  attendance 
with  each  of  the  seven  districts  rep- 
resented. Mrs.  Clara  Patrick  was 
elected  a  Life  Time  Member  of  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Teresa  Ball  gave  a  report  of  camp 
weeks  for  women  at  Cragmont  As- 
sembly. The  "Morning  Star"  retreat 
had  136  in  attendance,  and  because 
of  a  plea  from  Mrs.  Ball,  over 
$10,000  was  collected  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  for  a  church  in  Bul- 
garia. She  has  challenged  women  to 
save  over  the  next  year  and  have  the 
money  to  fund  the  church  building 
by  next  year. 

The  memorial  service  was  led  by 
Linda  Bryan  of  Oak  Grove  who  re- 
minded us  that  through  Scripture 
we  can  rejoice  in  the  death  of  our 
loved  ones. 

After  special  music  by  Judy 
Houston  from  the  Cabin  Auxiliary, 
Kerrie  Clayton  from  Stoney  Creek 
introduced  Kristie  Bailey,  also  from 


Stoney  Creek,  our  speaker  for  the 
worship  service.  Her  message  on 
faith  inspired  all  in  attendance.  We 
ended  our  worship  by  singing 
"Have  Thine  Own  Way  Lord." 

Cleverly  using  a  racing  theme, 
Vickie  Wade  of  Kinston  installed  the 
officers  for  2004-2006.  The  follow- 
ing officers  assumed  their  duties: 
Joan  Little,  President;  Carolyn 
Jernigan,  Vice-President;  Becky  Jo 
Sumner,  Secretary;  Teresa  Grubbs, 
Corresponding  Secretary;  Nadine 
Crocker,  Treasurer;  Dianne  Riley, 
Christian  Education;  Vickie  Wade, 
Missions;  Deborah  King,  Study 
Course;  Nadine  Crocker,  Life  Mem- 
bership; Linda  Bryan,  Program- 
Prayer;  Jackie  Flowers,  Benevo- 
lence; Jean  Ackiss,  Field  Secretary; 
and  Martha  Parsons,  Youth. 

The  Rev.  Jimmy  Sowers,  pastor  of 
Pilgrim's  Home,  gave  our  benedic- 
tion and  blessing,  followed  by  a 
wonderful  meal.  We  had  a  day 
filled  with  God's  blessings. 


Congratulations  to 
Nancy  Hardy 
Recipient 
of  the 
Life  Membership 
Award 
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SPIRITUAL  LIFE  RETREAT  AND  OTHER  EVENTS 

The  Layman's  League  held  a  Spiri- 
tual Life  Retreat  on  June  5,  2004,  at 
Camp  Vandemere.  Over  20  laymen  at- 
tended the  retreat,  including  6  of  our 
ministers.  Speakers  at  the  retreat  were 
Bobby  Owens  and  Roy  Wetherington. 

On  June  7, 2004,  the  Central  Confer- 
ence Layman's  League  met  at  Rose  of 
Sharon  Church.  Central  Conference 
President,  Irvin  Mizelle,  presided  over 
the  meeting.  Gerald  Perry  brought  the 
devotion  and  special  music  was  pro- 
vided by  Linda  Davis  and  Cherry  Wil- 
liams. 

Please  mark  your  calendars  for  the  following  meetings  and  events: 


Those  present  at  the  Spiritual  Life  Re- 
treat held  at  Camp  Vandemere. 


Scenes  from  the  Central  Conference 
Layman's  League  Meeting 


August  12 
August  16 


Executive  Board 
VFW  Building 
Snow  Hill,  7  p.m. 
Eastern  Conference 
Camp  Vandemere 
6:30  p.m. 


September  9     Executive  Board 
VFW  Building 
Snow  Hill,  7  p.m. 

September  11    Vision  Walk 

Mount  Olive  College 
Layman  Cook 

September  13   Central  Conference 


(AMP  VflflDEMERE 


Scenes  from  the  Central  Conference 
Layman's  League  Meeting 


CAMP  VANDEMERE'S  EIGHTH  ANNUAL 


y 


DESSERTS  FOR 
SALE  ALL  DAY 


"SINGIN'  BY  THE  RIVER"  Ail 
FRIDAY,  AUGUST  20,  7:30  P.M. 
FEATURING 
The  Carlson  Trio,  The  isAalyass  Family,  Trilogy 
SATURDAY,  AUGUST  21,  9:30  A.M. 
FEATURING 
Second  Edition,  The  Curtis  Family,  The  bAarllooro  Boys 
Called  Out,  Heavenly  Sonrise 
Fish  Plates,  Hot  Dogs,  Hamburgers, 
and  Concessions  will  be  available. 


CAMP 
VANDEMERE 
T-SHIRTS  FOR 
SALE 


A  Love  offering  will  be  received  in  the  morning  and 
in  the  afternoon  with  all  proceeds  going  to  Camp  Vandemere. 
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People,  i  Events 


FIFTY  YEARS  AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
AND  RETIREMENT— OF  A  KIND 


On  August  1, 
I  will  complete  a 
half-century  of 
service  to 
Mount  Olive 
College:  forty 
and  one-half 
years  as  presi- 
dent (August  2, 1954-January  30, 1995) 
and  nine  and  one-half  years  as  direc- 
tor of  planned  giving  (February  1, 
1995-August  1,  2004).  While  it  is  not 
easy  to  leave  a  work  to  which  you  have 
devoted  fifty  years  of  your  life,  the  time 
comes  when  we  must  make  timely  de- 
cisions or  wait  for  health  and  age  to 
make  them  for  us. 

From  my  boyhood  days  at  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Orphanage  (1936-1944), 
now  the  Children's  Home,  I  became 
aware  that  the  best  course  in  life  is  to 
live  by  a  plan.  I  knew  that  the  day 
would  come  when  I  would  leave  those 
red  clay  rocky  hills,  which  sixty  years 
later  still  remain  "the  hills  of  home." 
My  plan  was  to  answer  the  call  to  the 
Christian  ministry  and  to  prepare  my- 
self for  that  work. 

Ten  years  after  leaving  the  Children's 


by  W.  Burkette  Raper 

Home,  the  call  came  to  come  to  Mount 
Olive  College,  and  I  came — not  know- 
ing what  the  future  would  hold.  I  came 
because  I  believed  God  was  calling  me 
from  a  pastoral  ministry  to  a  ministry 
in  Christian  higher  education.  The  re- 
view of  these  years  is  written  in  the 
development  of  a  two-year  college  in 
an  abandoned  grammar  school  build- 
ing to  a  four-year  college  on  an  expan- 
sive campus  which  God  has  not  only 
blessed  with  a  complex  of  buildings  but 
also  adorned  with  life  and  beauty.  The 
story  of  these  years  is  written  even 
larger  in  the  lives  of  students  whose 
experience  at  Mount  Olive  College  has 
enlarged  their  vision  of  why  God 
placed  them  on  this  Earth. 

Now,  as  I  approach  my  seventy-sev- 
enth birthday,  I  have  come  to  another 
junction  in  life,  equally  decisive  as 
those  of  earlier  years.  While  I  am  still 
blessed  with  reasonably  good  health, 
my  body  requires  a  reduced  pace;  and 
I  think  it  is  best  to  deal  with  the  aging 
process  as  creatively  as  possible,  rather 
than  to  ignore  or  deny  what  is  a  physi- 
cal reality.  I  have,  therefore,  advised  the 
president  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 


my  plans  to  consummate  my  retire- 
ment from  the  College  by  the  end  of 
November. 

My  retirement  from  employment  in 
no  way  represents  a  diminishing  of  my 
interest  in  the  mission  and  future  of 
Mount  Olive  College.  The  work  of  the 
College  will  go  own  with  even  larger 
visions  of  attainment,  and  my  support 
to  this  ministry  of  Christian  higher  edu- 
cation will  continue. 

I  am  not  only  grateful  but  indebted 
to  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  for  their 
investments  in  my  life  and  for  the  op- 
portunities of  Christian  service  they 
have  provided  for  me  since  my  ordi- 
nation to  the  ministry  in  1946. 1  am  not 
retiring  from  life  nor  from  my  calling. 
Among  other  things,  I  want  to  do  some 
writing  about  the  Christian  faith  and 
the  work  of  our  church,  and  make 
whatever  contribution  I  can  to  help  ful- 
fill God's  purpose  for  it.  I  want  more 
quality  time  with  my  family  and  per- 
sonal friends.  For  these  purposes,  I  look 
forward  to  planning  the  most  effective 
and  meaningful  use  of  the  remaining 
time  God  in  His  providence  may  give 
me. 


LAYMAN'S  DAY  OBSERVED 

Submitted  by  J.  M.  Langley 


First  Church  of  Tarboro  observed  its  annual  "Layman 
Day"  Sunday,  June  13,  2004,  at  the  11  a.m.  service. 

Brother  Billy  Trevathan  presided  over  the  service, 
Brother  Larry  Hathaway  prayed  the  invocation,  and  the 
Layman's  choir  sang  "When  We  All  Get  to  Heaven." 
Brother  Charles  Watson  led  in  worship  through  prayer. 

Special  music  was  a  blessing  and  rendered  by  our  very 
own  "The  Five  In  Christ."  Brother  George  Johnson  de- 
livered a  very  challenging  message  from  the  23rd  Psalm 
and  was  appreciated  by  all  in  attendance. 

The  Tarboro  Layman's  League,  consisting  of  30  men, 
has  enjoyed  being  in  charge  of  the  annual  Layman's  Day 
service  for  many  years.  Brother  John  Newton  is  currently 
serving  as  president. 
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CELEBRATING  THE  LIFE 
OF  IDA  MAE  SUTTON 

by  Dixie  McLawhorn 


^^^ffy-"  Ida  Mae 


(Smith)  Sutton 
was  born  in  Pitt 
County  on  June 
20,1914,toLula 
and  Walter 
Smith.  She  had 


Ida  Mae  Sutton  10  brothers  and 
sisters.  She  has 
attended  Pleasant  Hill  Church  "all  of 
her  life"  and  reverently  remembers  ac- 
cepting Christ  at  the  early  age  of  nine. 
She  has  held  various  church  duties  in- 
cluding singing  in  the  choir,  being  an 
assistant  Sunday  School  teacher,  serv- 
ing as  a  regular  church  delegate,  be- 
ing a  Vacation  Bible  School  teacher, 
being  a  member  of  the  Ladies  Auxil- 
iary, and  presenting  the  program  at 
weekly  home  prayer  meeting  visits. 

As  rare  of  an  occasion  as  it  is,  it  is 
an  honor  to  be  given  the  opportunity 
to  share  in  90  years  worth  of  memo- 
ries with  those  we  hold  dearest  within 
our  churches.  And  that  is  exactly  what 
the  members  of  Pleasant  Hill  Church 
did  on  Saturday,  June  19,  2004. 

The  church  fellowship  hall  was  fes- 
tively decorated  overflowing  with 
family,  friends,  and  neighbors  of 
"Miss"  Ida  Mae  Sutton.  Miss  Ida  Mae 
was  overflowing,  too!  Brenda  Van 
Derven,  Miss  Ida  Mae's  daughter, 
planned  this  special  90th  birthday  cel- 
ebration to  show  her  mother  (to  whom 
she  often  times  fondly  refers  to  as 
"Mae  Mae")  how  much  she  and  every- 
one at  church  and  in  her  family  loves 
her.  Written  invitations  were  sent  to 
approximately  80  people.  Church 
members  were  invited  through  a  spe- 
cial invitation  included  in  the  church 
bulletin.  Needless  to  say  that  when 
130+  people  arrived  (and  signed  the 
guest  register),  Miss  Ida  Mae  truly 
knew  she  was  loved!  People  traveled 
from  out  of  town  (Garner,  Rocky 
Mount,  Apex,  Raleigh,  Trenton)  and 
even  out  of  state  (Indiana  and  Virginia) 
just  to  be  a  part  of  the  celebration.  One 
could  honestly  say  that  the  large  at- 
tendance really  spoke  well  of  Miss  Ida 


Mae's  life. 

Photographs  from  Miss  Ida  Mae's 
past  were  arranged  in  a  special  collage 
display,  and  portrayed  various  scenes 
of  her  life,  including  her  childhood 
days  (one  was  a  old  tin-type  photo- 
graph), her  courting  days  and  mar- 
riage to  Mr.  Amos,  her  children,  her 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  her  church 
family.  This  was  a  bittersweet  day  for 
Miss  Ida  Mae  as  her  oldest  daughter, 
Betty  Frances  Warren,  went  home  to 
be  with  the  Lord  on  April  1 7, 2004.  Mr. 
Amos  preceded  Betty  Frances  in  death 
on  October  11,  1997.  Miss  Ida  Mae's 
two  remaining  sisters,  Janie  Hudson 
and  Annie  Nett,  were  in  attendance  to 
help  celebrate  her  special  day. 

There  was  food  galore  (catered  by 
Parker's  Barbecue),  birthday  cake,  and 
homemade  ice  cream.  Miss  Ida  Mae, 
being  the  Christian  lady  that  she  is, 
wanted  to  ensure  that  Christ  was  in- 
vited to  her  party,  too.  Cyrus  Taylor 
and  Carolyn  Belch  sang  some  good  ole 
hymns  and  some  good  new  songs. 
And  through  their  singing  and  their 
witnessing,  you  could  feel  the  Holy 
Spirit;  so  you  can  rest  assured  that 
"Christ  was  in  attendance."  Miss  Ida 
Mae  told  everyone  that  this  was  the 
BEST  birthday  party  she  ever  had  (and 
then  jokingly  added  that  this  was  the 
ONLY  birthday  party  she  ever  had). 
When  asked  to  speak,  she  simply  said, 
"You  are  all  my  family,  whether  you're 
blood  kin  or  not.  You're  all  a  part  of 
my  family."  Well  spoken,  Miss  Ida 
Mae.  That's  how  we  feel  about  you, 
too! 


TROY  A.  LEE  JR. 
ORDAINED  AT 
EVERETT  CHAPEL 

Submitted  by  Joyce  Hill 


"If  anyone  aspires  to  be  an  over- 
seer, he  desires  a  noble  work"  (1 
Timothy  3:1)  and  "Making  Christ 
Known"  were  the  inspired  words  on 
the  front  of  the  bulletin  for  the  Ordi- 
nation service  of  Troy  A.  Lee  Jr.  This 
special  service  was  held  on  Sunday, 
May  30,  2004,  at  Everett  Chapel 
Church  in  Clayton,  NC.  Everett 
Chapel  is  Pastor  Troy's  home  church. 
Brother  George  Lee,  uncle  of  Pastor 
Troy  gave  the  invocation  followed  by 
the  welcome  and  comments  by  the 
pastor  of  Everett  Chapel,  the  Rev. 
Lloyd  F.  Hargis.  Mrs.  Candace 
Westbrook  sang  "Thank  You"  and 
Brother  Jeff  Storms,  a  dear  friend  of 
Pastor  Troy's  read  Scripture  from 
Titus  2.  Special  music  was  presented 
by  Brother  Ed  Ferrell  singing,  "I'm 
Drinking  From  My  Saucer"  and  the 
Rev.  Michael  Crocker  read  Scripture 
from  Leviticus  8:12-23  and  com- 
mented on  them.  Crystal  Gardner 
sang,  "Will  You  Go."  The  message 
titled,  "Tend  the  Flame"  was  pre- 
sented by  Dr.  Jerry  Stephenson  and 
his  Scripture  was  from  Leviticus  6:13. 
He  informed  Pastor  Troy  that  we  can- 
not serve  God  on  yesterday's  accom- 
plishments. We  need  to  remove 
yesterday's  ashes  and  tend  the  flame 
today  and  everyday.  He  used  Scrip- 
ture from  2  Timothy  4:18.  The  Ordi- 
nation Board  of  the  Western  Confer- 
ence conducted  the  ordination, 
charge,  and  final  questions.  Pastor 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Troy  was  then  set  apart  by  a  prayer 
of  consecration  and  laying  on  of 
hands.  He  was  presented  a  Bible  and 
certificate  followed  by  the  right  hand 
of  fellowship.  "Pathway  to  Heaven," 
a  quartet  featuring  Pastor  Troy's 
youngest  daughter,  Sarah  Lee,  her 
best  friend  Kesley  Fleming,  and 
friends  Karen  and  Katie  Stallings, 
(Pastor  Barry  Stallings'  daughters) 
sang,  "A  Medley  of  Songs."  The  clos- 
ing comments  and  benediction  were 
by  the  Rev.  Barry  Stallings.  A  recep- 
tion followed  in  the  fellowship  hall. 
Pastor  Troy  and  his  wife,  Tracy,  and 
their  children  T.  A.  Maegan,  and 


Sarah,  now  reside  in  Pikeville,  NC. 
His  older  daughter,  Jennifer  and  her 
husband,  Robbie  and  granddaughter, 


McKenzie,  reside  in  Clayton,  NC.  He 
is  the  associate  pastor  and  youth  min- 
ister of  Pleasant  Grove  Church. 


POWHATAN  CHURCH  NEWS 


On  Saturday,  June  19,  Powhatan's 
Woman's  Auxiliary  held  a  study 
course  breakfast  with  Patricia  Otto 
Godwin  as  the  speaker.  She  used 
Scripture  from  Romans  and  spoke 
about  prayer,  faith,  and  living  a  life 
consistent  with  Bible  teachings  by 
sharing  God's  Word  to  the  world.  As 
past-president  of  the  Johnston 
County  Genealogical  and  Historical 
Society,  she  addressed  some  of  the 
history  of  the  church  and  its  families. 
Her  mother's  family  gave  the  land  for 
the  church,  and  she  worshiped  as  a 
part  of  the  Powhatan  family  until  she 
married  and  moved  away.  She  has 
been  a  part  of  the  recent  Youth  Con- 
vention mission  trips  along  with  her 
husband,  a  retired  state  employee. 
One  of  her  examples  of  prayer  in- 
volved when  her  father  suffered  a 


Submitted  by  Rita  Jones 

broken  neck  in  the  1950s,  and  she 
prayed  as  a  seven-year-old  that  God 
would  heal  him  and  bring  him  back 
to  her  and  her  three  sisters.  Although 
he  spent  the  whole  summer  at  UNC 
Chapel  Hill  hospital,  he  returned  and 
is  still  living  and  working  hard  at  age 
87.  She  learned  to  have  faith  and  de- 
pend on  God's  mercy.  She  thanked 
Powhatan  for  supporting  young 
people  and  the  mission  outreach 
trips,  saying  she  had  seen  first-hand 
the  good  work  being  done  by  the 
OFWB  youth. 

Vacation  Bible  School  was  held 
June  6-10  with  commencement  on 
Friday  evening,  June  11.  The 
theme  was  "Jesus  Helps  You 
Power  Up"  and  over  140 
people  took  part.  We  had  an 
average  attendance  of  92  each 
evening.  Riverwood  Athletic 
Center  had  two  trainers  who 
came  and  provided  exercises 
and  nutrition  tips  each 
evening  during  activity  time. 
There  were  lots  of  visitors,  es- 
pecially in  the  teen  class,  and 
it  was  a  fun  week  of  spiritual 
and  physical  workouts  for  all 
involved. 


Cape  Fear  Youth  officers  and  lead- 
ers met  at  Smithfield  1st  on  Saturday, 
June  26,  and  received  paperwork  for 
the  upcoming  Golf  Tournament  at 
Chicora  Country  Club.  The  first  Cape 
Fear  Classic  will  be  on  August  21  be- 
ginning at  2  p.m.  and  any  interested 
golfers  are  invited  to  take  part.  Win- 
ners will  receive  a  trophy  and  gift 
certificates  to  the  pro  shop.  Hole 
sponsorships  are  needed  and  inter- 
ested businesses,  churches,  or  indi- 
viduals may  register  with  any  of  the 
youth  officers  or  leaders. 


Several  of  the  ladies  at  the  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Breakfast  on  June  19  with  Pat  Godwin. 


VBS  scenery  with  nightly  skit  puppet  "ants' 
Roberta  Widhalm  and  Nikki  Jones. 
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A  GLORIOUS  WEEK  AT  CRAGMONT 


by  The  Reverend  Earl  Glenn 


Pictured  (L-R):  Jackie  Flowers,  Teresa  Ball,  Myrna  Tyndall,  Sandy  Thick,  Lillian 
Tetterton,  Lula  Joyner,  Marie  Glenn,  Carolyn  Jernigan,  Flora  Godwin,  Nina  Grace  Regis- 
ter, Earl  Glenn  and  Marcie  Oliver. 


On  June  7-12,  2004,  I  had  the 
privilege  of  attending  the  Cragmont 
Day  Spring  Conference  with  my  wife, 
Marie,  who  was  one  of  the  speakers. 
The  topic  for  her  study  session  was 
"Women  of  the  Bible"  which 
included  Rahab,  Hannah,  and 
Abigail  from  the  Old  Testament  and 
Dorcas,  the  Syro-Phoenician  Woman, 
and  Mary  Madgalene  from  the  New 
Testament.  Even  after  having  been  in 
the  ministry  for  fifty-seven  years,  I 
gained  a  great  insight  into  the  lives 
of  some  of  these  little  known  women 
of  the  Bible.  The  evening  sessions  of 
Self-Study  were  led  by  Becky  Jo 
Sumner. 

To  my  surprise,  this  was  indeed  a 
glorious  week.  It  was  one  of  the  best 
conferences  I  have  ever  attended  in 


all  the  years  I  have  been  going  to 
Cragmont.  First  of  all,  I  had  the 
mistaken  idea  that  the  conference 
was  only  for  women.  This  was  not  the 
case,  both  men  and  women  were  in 
attendance  and  all  joined  in  to  make 
this  a  week  to  be  remembered. 

In  addition  to  these  great  Bible 
studies,  the  fellowship  among  those 
attending  was  superb.  The 
discussions  in  which  everyone 
participated,  plus  the  fun  time  which 
brought  laughter  and  joy  to  our 
minds  and  ears,  were  "joy 
unspeakable  and  full  of  glory." 

On  Thursday  evening,  John 
Williams,  our  Cragmont  Manager, 
spoke  and  reported  on  the  progress 
of  recent  renovations  and  additions 
and  shared  with  us  the  future  plans 


for  making  Cragmont  an  even  better 
place.  Harold  Jones,  Director  of  our 
International  Foreign  Missions 
program,  spoke  on  Friday  evening 
prior  to  his  departure  early  Saturday 
morning  for  our  mission  field  in 
Mexico.  Both  of  these  services  were 
very  informative,  and  inspiring  and 
those  in  attendance  gave  a  generous 
offering  both  to  Cragmont  and  to 
Foreign  Missions. 

The  meals  provided  for  us  by  the 
Cragmont  staff  could  not  have  been 
better.  No  restaurant  or  cafeteria 
could  have  served  food  any  more 
delicious  than  that  which  we  received 
and  enjoyed.  It  was  the  greatest! 

The  price  I  paid  for  five  nights  and 
six  days  at  Cragmont  was  a  third  of 
the  price  it  would  have  cost 
elsewhere  in  some  motel  for  a  few 
days  get-a-way  or  vacation  time.  In 
addition,  one  would  have  to  pay 
extra  for  all  meals  if  staying  at  a 
motel.  If  you  really  want  a  glorious 
week  away  from  the  hum-drum  of 
everyday  life,  plan  next  June  to  attend 
the  Cragmont  Day  Spring  Conference 
and  bring  your  spouse.  There,  you 
can  eat,  sleep,  study  God's  Word, 
enjoy  great  Christian  fellowship  and 
fun,  and  spend  time  enjoying  the 
beauties  of  the  mountain  areas.  What 
a  lovely  way  to  spend  a  week! 


VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL  AT  BLACK  JACK 


by  Linda  G.  Pierce 


Children  and  adults  at  Black  Jack  Church, 
Greenville,  NC,  participated  in  Vacation  Bible  School, 
June  6-11, 2004.  The  theme  was  "Power  Up!"  by  Stan- 
dard Publishing.  Everyone  had  a  wonderful  week 
learning  to  love  one  another,  accept  one  another, 
serve  one  another,  comfort  one  another,  and  forgive 
one  another.  Children  enjoyed  fun  activities,  devo- 
tions, crafts,  and  music  centered  on  these  nightly  top- 
ics. The  average  nightly  attendance  was  145  students! 
The  boys  and  girls  had  a  competition  during  the  week 
to  see  who  could  raise  the  most  money  to  donate  to 
the  Cragmont  building  project.  The  boys  raised 
$362.58  and  the  girls  raised  $333.52. 
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THE  HEATHS  CALLED  TO  SAINT'S  DELIGHT  CHURCH 


Tim  and  Gail  Heath  first  met  as 
teenagers  at  different  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  youth  rallies,  then  mar- 
ried, and  now  serve  together  at 
Saint's  Delight  Church.  "I  was  or- 
dained in  November  1984  by  an  East- 
ern Conference  Board  with  Graham 
Lane  and  David  W.  Hansley  on  that 
board.  Numerous  Free  Will  Baptist 
ministers  had  already  gotten  me  to 
talk  about  Scripture  and  how  I  would 
handle  different  situations  before  that 
ordination  day,  and  they  knew  me.  I 
just  put  my  life  into  the  hands  of  God 
and  here  Gail  and  I  are  at  Saint's  De- 
light Church.  We  are  glad  to  be  here," 
Tim  said  as  his  wife  Gail,  smiled  in 
agreement.  The  two  of  them  are  a 
team. 

I  knew  Tim  from  his  days  at  Mount 
Olive  College  during  1981-1983, 
when  he  was  in  my  literature  class 
and  later  in  my  drama  class.  He  ma- 
jored in  religion  and  has  been  serv- 
ing the  denomination  since  1984 
when  he  accepted  the  pastor's  posi- 
tion at  Mt.  Zion  Church  in  Richlands 
in  Onslow  County.  "I  was  at  Mt.  Zion 
from  1984-1988,"  Tim  noted. 

"The  second  church  we  served  at 
was  Sneads  Ferry  OFWB  Church  at 
Sneads  Ferry,"  Heath  stated.  "We 
served  there  fourteen  and  a  half 
years,  from  1988-2002." 

"In  2002,  we  came  to  Saint's  De- 
light here  in  New  Bern,"  added  Gail. 

"Can  you  recall  a  minister  who  was 
your  biggest  influence  in  the 
denomination?"!  asked. 

"Yes,"  Heath  replied.  "Ronnie 
Parker  was  a  big  influence  on  me.  Still 
is,"  he  added.  "My  folks  also  were  a 
big  influence.  I  grew  up  in 
Wilmington  and  Ronnie  Parker  was 
the  pastor  in  Wilmington  when  I  was 
born.  Later,  when  I  was  twelve  years 
old,  my  mom  and  dad  disagreed  with 
the  pastor  then  and  started  a  church 
up  in  our  home.  My  dad  didn't  be- 
lieve someone  should  serve  com- 
munion who  was  divorced  or  not  a 
member  of  the  church  or  not  a  dea- 
con. My  dad  was  hardheaded," 


by  Pepper  Worthington 

Heath  admitted.  "When  we  left  the 
Wilmington  church,  I  remember  my 
mom  asking  my  dad,  'Do  we  have  it 
in  us  to  start  again?'  I  have  never  for- 
gotten her  question.  And  she  and  dad 
two  Sundays  later  had  a  worship  ser- 
vice in  the  front  living  room  of  our 
house." 

"That  was  a  defining  moment, 
wasn't  it?"  I  asked. 

"Yes,"  Tim  replied. 

"I  guess  a  defining  moment  for  me 
was  when  my  grandmother  told  me 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  that  God  had 
something  very  special  for  me," 
added  Gail.  "She  had  thirteen  grand- 
children and  did  not  say  that  to  them. 
I  believe  we  are  here  in  this  world  to 
do  God's  work." 

"It's  all  about  surrender  and  commit- 
ment," added  Tim.  "We  must  surren- 
der to  God  and  put  things  in  place. 
God  is  in  charge.  When  we  surren- 
der, we  sign  a  contract  and  let  God 
fill  it  out.  Commitment  is  a  contract," 
he  explained.  "If  you  go  into  the  pas- 
torate for  money,  you  won't  be  happy. 
Money  has  to  be  an  issue  but  not  the 
main  issue.  It's  all  about  surrender- 
ing to  God." 

"Did  you  have  other  work  to  sup- 
port you  and  Gail  when  you  were  at 
Mt.  Zion  and  Sneads  Ferry?"  I  asked, 
realizing  many  ministers  were  bi-vo- 
cational. 

"Yes,"  Tim  said.  "I  managed  the 
IGA  [supermarket]  and  I  worked  for 
the  water  distribution  department  for 
the  City  of  Wilmington.  I  was  an  in- 
spector. But  now  I  am  a  full-time  pas- 
tor at  Saint's  Delight,"  he  said.  "God 
has  been  good  to  us  and  our  two  girls. 
You  know,  God  hit  the  brakes  on  my 
cruise  control.  I  had  a  good  job  at 
Wilmington,  a  good  position  at 
Sneeds  Ferry,  and  then  suddenly  this 
life  with  health  insurance  and  secu- 
rity came  to  a  screeching  halt.  God 
hit  the  brakes  on  my  cruise  control. 
On  December  12,  1998,  the  City  of 
Wilmington  gave  me  an  ultimatum. 
Either  I  was  to  resign  from  my 


church,  or  quit  my  job  at  the  city,  be- 
cause I  was  not  to  do  both.  It  was  near 
Christmas.  Well,  I  resigned  from  the 
City  and  Gail  and  I  decided  to  rely 
on  God.  God  stepped  up  and  said 
that  He  was  in  control  here.  The 
people  in  the  church  at  Sneeds  Ferry 
were  wonderful  to  us.  They  helped 
us.  Not  a  bill  was  missed.  God  must 
be  in  charge,"  he  stressed. 

"And  how  do  you  see  the  future  of 
this  denomination?"  I  asked. 

"It  depends  upon  us,"  Tim  de- 
clared. "We  must  not  forget  that  sur- 
render and  the  actual  living  of  the 
faith  is  where  the  strength  is.  As  a 
whole,  all  of  us  need  to  communicate 
to  our  people,  to  encourage  an  active 
faith,  to  develop  programs  in  action 
whether  to  feed  the  hungry  or  offer 
services  or  disaster  relief  or  crisis  cen- 
ter help  with  pregnancies.  There  is  so 
much  our  faith-in-action  might  be. 
Each  church  needs  its  own  vision  for 
action.  God  must  speak.  God  must  be 
in  control.  We  must  surrender.  We 
must  make  our  commitment  a  con- 
tract." 

I  thought  of  the  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege student,  Tim  Heath,  over  twenty 
years  ago  and  felt  in  his  healthy  sur- 
render to  his  faith,  in  his  loving  part- 
nership with  his  wife,  and  two  girls 
how  much  he  had  become  the  teacher 
and  I  had  become  the  student. 


ANNUAL  LABOR  DAY 
SALE  AND  BAZAAR 

September  4,  and 
Monday,  September  6 
7a.m.-3  p.m.  daily 
Friendship  Church 
Friendship  Church  Road 
Middlesex,  NC 

We  will  have  our  famous  "HOTDOGS" 
for  sale.  Two  dollars  buys  a  hotdog  and  a 
drink.  There  will  be  lots  of  homemade 
pies,  cakes,  jellies,  and  canned  items  as 
well  as  an  assortment  of  crafts  and  other 
items.  Please  join  us  for  a  day  of  fun  and 
fellowship.  \ 

Sponsored  by  Friendship  Church 
Woman's  Auxiliary 
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RELAY  FOR  LIFE 


For  the  second  year,  Spring  Hill 
Church  sponsored  a  Relay  for  Life 
Team  for  Wayne  County.  So  many  of 
our  friends  and  loved  ones  have  been 
stricken  with  cancer  that  this  was  a 
cause  close  to  our  hearts. 


Robin  Ingram  agreed  to  be  our  cap- 
tain. We  planned  several  events  to 
raise  money  for  our  team.  We  spon- 
sored some  soup/ sandwich  suppers 
before  church  on  Wednesday  nights 
with  donations  going  to  our  team. 
Our  church  family  enjoyed  these 
times  to  fellowship.  This  gave  those 
members  who  were  not  "official" 
team  members  an  opportunity  to  par- 


ity Brenda  Smith 


ticipate,  also. 

One  of  our  first  ideas  was  to  create 
a  Spring  Hill  Cookbook  and  have  it 
ready  for  sale  by  Christmas.  We  ac- 
complished this  and  some  great  reci- 
pes were  collected.  We  sponsored  a 
hot  dog  sale  at  a  local  auction  com- 
pany, had  a  car  wash,  and  a  yard  sale. 
We  sold  purple  bows  and  the  lumi- 
naries that  are  placed  at  the  event  in 
honor/ memory  of  a  cancer  patient. 

During  all  the  activities  that  were 
sponsored  by  the  Relay  Team,  our 
church  family  really  supported  our 
efforts.  The  feeling  of  "pulling  to- 
gether" was  evident  by  our  success 
as  well  as  the  fun  we  had  doing  it. 


All  of  our  efforts  culminated  on 
May  14  at  Eastern  Wayne  Elementary 
School.  We  pitched  our  canopy  on 
our  campsite  and  watched  as  the  can- 
cer survivors  did  their  lap  around  the 
track.  At  9  p.m.  the  luminaries  were 
lit  (over  5,000)  and  it  was  amazing, 
realizing  that  those  luminaries  repre- 
sented a  life!  Over  $500,000  was 
raised  by  the  Wayne  County  Event 
and  our  church  team  raised  over 
$10,000.  We  were  tired  when  it  was 
over,  but  we  felt  that  we  had  done  our 
part  for  a  community  sponsored 
event. 


OAK  GROVE  CHURCH  RELAY  FOR  LIFE  TEAM 


The  Relay  for  Life  team  from  Oak 
Grove  Church,  Bladenboro,  NC, 
raised  over  $3,200  for  the  Bladen 
County  Relay  for  Life  campaign. 
These  funds  were  raised  through  do- 
nations from  the  church,  members, 
and  friends.  The  team  was  led  by 
Mrs.  Nancy  Hardee,  wife  of  the  late 
Rev.  James  B.  Hardee. 
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MEMORIAL  DAY  CELEBRATION 


by  Sheila  Herring 


A  SPECIAL 
THANKS 


As  with  any  fifth  Sunday,  on  May 
30,  the  Laymen  of  Spring  Hill  Church, 
had  charge  of  the  morning  worship 
service.  Gordon  Crocker  led  the  con- 
gregation  in  singing  patriotic 
hamyns.  During  a  time  of  remem- 
brance, veterans  and  active  service- 
men were  called  to  the  front  of  the 
church.  Military  members  from  the 
Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  National 
Guard  were  represented.  After  shar- 
ing their  duty  and  number  of  years 
they  served,  a  member  from  each 
branch  lit  a  candle  to  represent  the 
four  branches  of  service. 


Two  of  our  members  were  in  uni- 
form. Casey  Kearney  is  an  active 
member  at  Seymour  Johnson  AFB. 
Bob  Souza  is  retired  from  the  Navy 
and  was  able  to  wear  the  uniform  he 
wore  while  he  was  in  active  duty.  I 
wonder  how  many  can  still  do  that 
after  many  years  of  retirement! 

One  of  our  members,  William 
Evans,  had  a  display  of  his  medals  of 
honor  he  received  while  he  served  in 
the  Army. 

Others  who  had  served  were  Helen 
Whitley,  Navy;  James  Sutton,  Navy; 
Bud  Walton,  Army;  Joe  Bailey,  Na- 
tional Guard;  Steve  Norris,  National 
Guard;  Eric  Hurst,  Air  Force;  Paul 
Johnson,  Navy;  Jimmy  Mitchell, 
Army;  the  Rev.  Clyde  Cox,  Navy. 

After  a  time  of  celebration,  the  Rev. 
Steve  Norris  had  a  special  sermon 
telling  us  how  we  should  build  me- 
morials every  day  to  honor  special 
things  that  happen  to  us.  One  such 
memorial  we  honored  on  this  special 
Sunday  was  the  return  of  Mr.  Clyde 
and  Alma  Cox  to  our  church.  Mr.  Cox 
has  been  very  sick  and  unable  to  at- 
tend for  several  months.  It  was  a  spe- 
cial honor  to  see  them  arrive  to  spend 
such  a  special  day  with  us. 


We,  the  children  of  N.  Bruce  Barrow, 
want  to  thank  each  of  you,  churches 
and  individuals,  for  all  the  love  and 
support  shown  to  our  parents  through 
the  years.  A  special  thanks  for  all  the 
meaningful  things  you  did  during 
Daddy's  last  illness  and  death.  While 
going  through  many  pictures  and  ar- 
ticles, we  realized  how  fortunate  we 
had  been  to  have  the  many  friends  in 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  denomination. 
Many  of  you  provided  a  Bed  and 
Breakfast  for  us  before  many  people 
had  ever  heard  of  them.  We  always  felt 
loved  and  welcome  when  we  were  in 
your  homes  or  at  your  churches.  Truly 
we  were  blessed  to  be  a  minister 's  chil- 
dren when  we  were  growing  up;  noth- 
ing can  ever  make  us  feel  deprived  be- 
cause of  the  work  of  our  parents.  It  was 
truly  a  happy  and  blessed  live  we  had; 
this  was  because  of  the  many  wonder- 
ful people  we  met.  A  special  thanks  to 
each  and  everyone  of  you. 

We  have  tried  to  personally  thank 
each  one  who  remembered  us  in  any 
way  during  Daddy's  death.  If  we 
missed  anyone,  please  take  this  as  a 
personal  "Thank  You."  May  God  con- 
tinue to  bless  you  and  our  denomina- 
tion. 

The  Barrow  Children 


POEMS 

by  Charmaine  V.  Wade,  Hillside  Church,  Grifton,  NC 


MIRACLE 

I  am  a  miracle,  I  know  it's  true. 
I  am  a  miracle,  saved  through  and  through. 
Washed  clean  from  all  my  sin. 
Now  in  God's  eyes,  I  am  a  miracle. 
He's  by  my  side. 

He's  right  beside  of  you,  waiting  for  prayers. 
Ask  Him  for  help  today,  He'll  be  right  there. 

You'll  be  a  miracle. 
And  soon  we'll  be,  waiting  for  God  to  come. 

Just  wait  and  see. 


We'll  all  be  going  Home,  up  through  the  clouds. 
Great  joy  will  all  be  ours,  that  precious  hour. 
We'll  all  be  miracles. 
Heaven  we'll  see. 
A  life  of  love  an  djoy,  with  God  in  eternity. 
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BENDED  KNEES 

I  come  to  you  Lord  on  bended  knees 
With  an  opened  soul  for  all  to  see. 
The  pain  and  the  horror,  disappointment  and  shame. 
Have  all  been  stamped 
with  bright  letters  in  my  name. 
I'm  asking  you  now 
to  put  them  aside. 
Make  me  pure  as  snow 
and  walk  by  my  side. 
Let  me  now  be  your  child 
washed  pure  and  clean. 
With  the  light  of  your  love 
that  others  may  see. 
Take  me  into  your  fold, 
keep  me  safe  from  all  harm. 
Until  I  can  rest  in 
my  sweet  Lord's  arms. 


Loving  Outreach  of 
Whaley's  Chapel 

The  men  were  preparing  to  cook 
for  the  women  of  Whaley's  Chapel 
this  particular  Sunday.  Excitement 
was  in  the  air  as  Pastor  John  Mark 
Windley  took  people  back  to  the  Fel- 
lowship Hall  to  take  a  look  at  the  food 
preparation  as  well  as  a  look  at  the 
energetic  ministries  of  Whaley's 
Chapel.  The  stage  in  the  Fellowship 
Hall  can  be  adapted  for  movies  as 
well  as  puppet  shows — both  an  at- 
tempt to  reach  the  young  people  of 
the  church  by  getting  them  involved. 
And  involved  they  are. 

In  fact  the  people  of  Whaley's 
Chapel  all  seem  to  be  involved  in  a 
Christian  outreach  in  one  way  or  an- 
other. Brenda  and  Walter  Best  are  ac- 
tive Sunday  School  teachers  while 
Damon  Kennedy  has  built  a  pantry 
for  food  to  help  the  Battered  Women's 
Shelter.  Carpenter  Walter  Best  is 
building  cabinets  for  the  church  li- 
brary. Others  are  decorating  the 
pastor's  new  office — a  magnificent 
effort  of  cooperation,  creativity,  and 
concern. 

Morning  Worship 

All  stood  with  robust  voices  to  sing 
He  Keeps  Me  Singing: 


Jesus,  Jesus,  Jesus,  sweetest 
name  I  know, 
Fills  my  every  longing, 
Keeps  me  singing  as  I  go. 

Pastor  John  Windley  proudly  an- 
nounced, "We  have  our  banquet  to- 
day! The  men  of  the  church  have 
done  a  tremendous  job  preparing  the 
meal  for  our  ladies!"  Windley  then 
thanked  those  who  helped  out  while 
he  was  away  at  the  Minister's  Con- 
ference in  Cragmont.  He  spoke  of  the 
challenging  messages  of  Philip  Wood 
and  Philip  Boykin.  "Also,  I'd  like  to 
thank  Brother  Earl  Sadler  who  filled 
in  for  me  while  I  was  at  the  Minis- 
ters' Conference.  We  are  a  blessed 
people  and  let  me  say  that  a  clean 
conscience  makes  a  soft  pillow." 

"Amen,"  agreed  one  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist. 

"How  many  of  you  love  the  Lord?" 
asked  Pastor  Windley.  Hands  went 
up  everywhere.  The  church  was 
alive. 

The  Whaley's  Chapel  Choir  sang 
Heaven's  Jubilee  and  Pastor  Windley 
prayed  for  our  nation,  our  leadership, 
and  for  the  presence  of  the  Lord  so 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  would  walk  the 
aisles  of  the  church  and  administer 
blessings  and  encouragement. 


Dr.  Pepper         Rev.  Michael 
Worthington         .  Warning 
Circuit  Writer       Circuit  Artist 


Editor's  Note:  The  Free  Will  Baptist 
announces  the  beginning  of  a  new 
column,  In  the  Spotlight.  The  Rev. 
Michael  Warning  and  Dr.  Pepper 
Worthington  are  acting  as  circuit 
witnesses  to  our  church  life  across  the 
denomination.  Rev.  Warning's  pen  and 
ink  sketch  and  Dr.  Worthington's 
account  of  a  Sunday  service  hope  to 
awaken  a  new  interest  in  what  is  going 
on  in  our  churches  across  the 
denomination.  Each  issue  of  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  in  2004  will  feature  a 
church  visited  by  our  circuit  witnesses. 

Two  Words  of  Jesus:  Follow  Me 

"There  are  not  enough  books  in  the 
world  to  hold  all  the  good  things  that 
Jesus  spoke,"  began  Pastor  Windley. 
"Jesus  spoke  two  words  and  it 
changed  the  lives  of  people.  Jesus 
said  to  Simon  Peter  and  his  brother 
Andrew,  Follow  Me.  Those  two  words 
had  a  profound  impact." 

Pastor  Windley  elaborated  upon 
the  two  words — Follow  Me.  "When 
Jesus  stressed  those  two  words;  He 
knew  other  things  would  come  and 
fall  into  place.  Jesus  knew  the  impor- 
tance of  getting  your  spiritual  life  to- 
gether first." 

Windley  noted  that  Jesus  used 
those  two  words  to  Matthew,  the  tax 
collector,  who  left  his  duties  to  follow 
Jesus.  Windley  asked,  "If  we  hear 
Jesus,  we  have  to  decide  whether  we 
are  going  to  follow  Him  or  are  we 
going  to  be  left  behind." 

What  does  following  Jesus  in- 
volve? Windley  stressed  six  things: 
(1)  service  to  Jesus,  (2)  a  disciplined 
life  of  Christian  values,  (3)  closeness 
to  the  Word  of  God,  (4)  a  meaningful 
prayer  life,  (5)  ministering  to  others, 
and  (6)  sharing  a  word  of  encourage- 
ment. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Two  Words  of  Jesus:  Come  Forth 

"When  Jesus  went  to  the  grave  of 
Lazarus,  he  cried  to  Lazarus,  Come 
forth.  And  the  dead  man  came  forth. 
There  are  some  who  are  dead  within 
and  who  need  to  come  forth  from 
their  dead  works.  There  are  those 
who  are  slumbering.  Jesus  calls  to 
them  to  Come  forth.  If  we  come  to 
Jesus,  we  will  find  a  new  life  in  Christ. 
We  will  find  a  new  birth  being  born 
again,"  noted  Windley. 


Two  Words  of  Jesus:  Forsake  Sin 

"When  Jesus  was  confronted  with 
the  women  who  committed  adultery 
He  had  two  words  to  say — Forsake 
sin.  God  calls  sin  exactly  what  it  is — 
sin.  God  doesn't  sugarcoat  sin  or  step 
around  it.  Jesus  says  to  the  sinner  to 
forsake  sin.  When  Jesus  forgives,  then 
we  should  forsake  sin.  The  great 
judge  of  all  the  Earth  won't  condemn 
the  adulterous  women  but  asks  her 
to  come  back  to  God  and  to  forsake 
her  sin,"  Windley  declared. 


Fellowship  With  One  Another 

"Jesus  told  us  to  love  one  another 
as  He  has  loved  us,"  added  Windley. 
"Christ  wanted  a  bond  between  the 
people  of  His  church.  This  fellowship 
with  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  spills  over 
into  the  fellowship  of  our  church. 
And  this  fellowship  will  grow  as  we 
follow  Jesus,  come  forth  into  the  ac- 
tive life  of  service,  and  forsake  sin  in 
order  to  finish  our  work  of  following 
the  footsteps  of  Jesus." 


Whaley's  Chapel  OFWB  Church 
Richlands,  NC 
Eastern  Conference 
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If  I  then,  your  Lord  and  Master,  have  washed 
your  feet;  ye  also  ought  to  wash  one  another's 
feet.  For  I  have  given  you  an  example,  that  ye 
should  do  as  I  have  done  to  you  (John  13:14-15) 


Grandparents  and  the  Good  Ole  Days 

by  Darren  E.  Davenport,  Editor 


Some  of  my  fondest  memories  were  spent  with  my  grand- 
parents. I  only  really  knew  three  of  the  four  of  them.  "Mama 
and  Papa  D"  are  from  my  father's  side  and  "Mama  Dot"  is 
from  my  mother's  side.  My  granddaddy  Tom  died  before  I 
was  old  enough  to  have  any  recollection  of  him.  "Papa  D" 
died  about  two  years  ago  at  the  age  of  89. 

Thanksgivings  were  always  spent  in 
Vanceboro  at  "Mama  Dot's"  place.  All  the  fam- 
ily would  show  up — even  my  other  grandpar- 
ents— and  the  day  would  be  unforgettable.  All 
of  us  kids  would  go  across  the  street  and  form 
two  teams  and  play  football.  My  most  memo- 
rable moment  there  was  catching  an  awesome 
throw  for  the  winning  touchdown.  All  the  adults  would  be 
inside  talking  about  the  latest  goings-on.  And,  ohhh,  the 
spreads  of  food  to  eat! 

Christmas  was  always  spent  at  the  farm  home  of  "Mama 
and  Papa  D"  in  Winterville.  We  kids  would  play  hardily  and 
wait  in  anticipation  of  the  giving  and  getting  of  gifts.  And, 
again,  ohhh,  the  spreads  of  food  to  eat. 


We,  of  course  got  together  at  other  holidays  and  all  year 
round  to  meet,  eat,  and  fellowship  among  family.  My  wife, 
Carla,  often  speaks  of  how  her  Grandma  Holloman  and 
Grandma  Britt  brought  her  so  many  years  to  cherish  in  her 
life.  Come  to  think  about  it,  if  it  were  not  for  the  cohesive- 
ness  that  my  grandparents  brought  to  our 
families,  we  probably  would  not  have  been  as 
close  as  we  were.  I  cherish  the  years  of  my 
youth.  Don't  get  me  wrong,  though,  there  were 
rough  times,  too.  But,  there  again,  my  grand- 
parents brought  that  cohesiveness — stability 
beyond  even  that  of  which  parents  can  pro- 
vide— that  helped  us  through  the  rough  times. 
Grandparents  are  truly  treasures  from  God.  I  count  often 
the  blessings  in  my  life  with  "Mama  D"  and  "Mama  Dot." 
Life  will  truly  not  be  the  same  without  them.  If  you  are  still 
blessed  with  grandparents,  cherish  every  moment  possible 
with  them.  They  are  treasure  chests  full  of  your  family  his- 
tory. Learn  all  you  can  from  them! 


Traditional  Marriage  Must  Be  Defended 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus 


During  last  year's  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists, the  following  resolution  was  adopted:  "In  view  of  the 
trend  to  redefine  what  constitutes  marriage  in  our  present 
society,  let  us  as  Christians  and  as  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists reaffirm  the  biblical  and  Christian  principle  and  act  of 
marriage  only  between  a  man  and  a  woman  as  ordained  of 
God  in  the  beginning  and  sanctioned  by  Christ  at  the  mar- 
riage of  Cana  in  Galilee." 

Since  last  September's  meeting  of  our  Convention,  I  have 
endeavored  to  keep  abreast  of  this  most  urgent  matter.  In 
addition  to  the  few  news  items  pertain- 
ing to  it,  I  have  found  most  of  my  infor- 
mation through  the  "American  Family 
Association  Online"  website. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  vast  major- 
ity of  Americans  hold  firmly  to  our  tra- 
ditional marriage  belief.  Yet,  the  support 
of  the  Federal  Marriage  Amendment  Act 
(FMAA),  as  proposed  by  President  Bush,  failed  to  be  ap- 
proved last  month  in  the  U.S.  Senate.  A  "cloture  vote"  to 
bring  the  debate  to  a  close  passed  on  a  50  to  48  vote.  Some 
Senators  argued  that  such  an  amendment  is  not  necessary, 
since  38  states  have  already  adopted  legislation  affirming 
belief  in  traditional  marriage,  and  that  marriage  should  be 
left  up  to  the  states.  Some  felt  that  the  federal  Defense  of 
Marriage  Act  (DOMA),  passed  into  law  by  Congress  in  1996, 
and  signed  by  President  Clinton,  is  sufficient.  Under  normal 
circumstances,  such  would  be  true,  but  things  are  not  as  they 
were  a  few  years  ago.  The  morals  of  the  past  are  no  longer 
the  standard;  the  teachings  of  God's  Word,  in  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  many,  has  been  relegated  to  the  back  burner  of 


indifference,  that  what  is  happening  doesn't  really  matter. 
One  person's  response  was  that  homosexual  marriages  made 
no  difference  in  his  own  life  and  marriage.  Maybe  not,  but 
what  about  those  who  follow?  Anyone  who  says  it  makes 
no  difference  hasn't  talked  to  the  younger  generation. 

Passage  of  the  FMAA  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and 
there  are  some  encouraging  signs  that  such  might  eventu- 
ally take  place.  For  example,  on  Thursday,  July  22,  the  House 
of  Representatives,  by  a  vote  of  233  to  194,  passed  the  Mar- 
riage Protection  Act  (MPA)  which  would  take  away  from 
activist  federal  judges  the  power  to  de- 
clare the  DOMA  unconstitutional. 
DOMA  "does  two  things.  First,  it  pro- 
vides that  no  State  shall  be  required  to 
give  effect  to  a  law  of  any  other  state  with 
respect  to  a  same-sex  'marriage.'  Second, 
it  defines  the  words  'marriage'  and 
'spouse'  for  purpose  of  federal  law."  In 
short,  the  MPA  upholds  traditional  marriage,  that  a  marriage 
is  a  legal  union  between  a  man  and  a  woman,  that  a  spouse 
is  a  husband  or  wife  of  the  opposite  sex. 

The  House  of  Representatives  will  vote  on  the  FMAA  in 
September.  If  passed  by  the  House,  it  will  go  back  to  the 
Senate.  You  are  urged  to  contact  your  Representative  to  ex- 
press your  concern  and  urge  his  or  her  support  if  he  or  she 
has  not  already  given  it.  (We  can  be  grateful  that  eight  of 
North  Carolina's  Representatives  have  signed  on  as  cospon- 
sors.)  Christians  must  become  active  in  this  struggle  or  else 
we  will  continue  to  see  an  eroding  of.  our  moral  and  family 
values. 
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CRISIS  IN  MINISTRY 

"...Whom  shall  I  send,  and  who  will  go  for  us...?"  (Isaiah  6:8). 


Original  Free  Will  Baptists  are  fac- 
ing a  crisis  in  pastoral  ministry.  This 
crisis  is  not  a  forecast  of  what  might 
occur  at  some  point  in  the  future — it 
is  a  current  reality — and  the  future  of 
our  Church  hangs  in  the  balance.  At 
stake  is  the  literal  survival  of  some 
congregations;  and  for  many  others, 
their  noble  heritage  is  in  jeopardy. 

No  issue  is  more  critical  nor  mer- 
its higher  priority  in  our  denomina- 
tional planning,  for  whatever  hap- 
pens to  our  pastoral  ministry  will 
eventually  happen  to  our  churches. 
But  the  problem  is  not  limited  to  lo- 
cal churches,  because  what  happens 
to  them  will  also  happen  to  all  the 
ministries  of  our  Convention:  Foreign 
Missions,  Home  Missions  and  Evan- 
gelism, Children's  Home,  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press,  Cragmont  Assembly, 
Mount  Olive  College,  Church  Fi- 
nance Association,  Sunday  School 
Ministries,  Minister's  Program,  Re- 
tirement Homes,  and  all  our  other 
efforts  to  advance  the  Kingdom  of 
God  on  planet  Earth. 

The  Problem  Defined 

Perhaps  the  most  difficult  assign- 
ment among  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists today  is  to  serve  on  a  pastoral 
search  committee.  More  than  ten  per- 
cent of  our  churches  are  currently 
searching  for  a  pastor,  and  no  church 
that  is  satisfied  with  its  pastor  wants 
to  see  a  search  committee  in  the  con- 
gregation. The  problem  facing  a  pas- 
toral committee  is  acute.  The  number 
of  available  ministers  whom  it  feels 
can  provide  the  quality  of  leadership 
and  services  their  church  needs  is  se- 
verely limited. 

What  Kind  of  Pastor  Are  Our 
Churches  Seeking? 
The  duties  of  a  pastor  are  clearly 
outlined  in  The  Articles  of  Faith  and 
Principles  of  Church  Government  For 
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Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  page  67- 
68. 

1.  "to  faithfully  preach  the 
Word..." 

As  used  here,  "the  Word"  means 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  "...the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,"  which  we  believe 
"were  written  by  holy  men,  inspired 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  are  God's  re- 
vealed word  to  man.  We  believe  that 
they  are  a  sufficient  and  infallibly  true 
rule  and  guide  to  salvation  and  all 
Christian  worship  and  service"  (Ar- 
ticle 8,  p.  41). 

Generally  speaking,  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  refer  to  the  sermon  as 
the  "message"  and  we  think  of  the 
minister  as  one  who  "brings  the  mes- 
sage." And  our  people  want  that 
message  to  be  from  God!  And  since 
it  is  God's  message,  it  should  not  be 
warped  by  the  idiosyncrasies  of  a 
preacher  who  wants  the  Bible  to  con- 
form to  his  views  rather  than  to  let 
the  Bible  speak  for  itself. 

The  Apostle  Paul  spoke  to  this 
truth  when  he  admonished  Timothy 
to  "Study  to  show  [himself]  approved 
unto  God,  a  workman  that  needeth 
not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the 
word  of  truth,"  (2  Timothy  2:15).  It  is 
an  awesome  experience  to  speak  for 
God,  but  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
believe  that  is  the  first  duty  of  a  pas- 
tor. 

2.  "...to  be  an  example..." 

The  church  expects  the  pastor  to  in- 
carnate what  he  preaches.  People 
may  forget  our  sermons,  but  they 
never  forget  the  kind  of  life  we  live 
among  them.  To  be  ordained  is  to  be 
"set  apart"  not  camouflaged  to  blend 
in  with  the  prevailing  culture  or  secu- 
lar life  styles.  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists want  a  pastor  whom  they  can 
trust  and  one  whom  the  public  re- 
spects. 

3.  "...to  visit  the  members..." 
Eloquence  from  the  pulpit  is  great, 


but  it  is  not  the  primary  source  of 
strength  for  church  growth.  The  en- 
ergy which  drives  growth  in  a  church 
is  a  pastor,  who  like  a  shepherd,  is  out 
there  among  his  members  and  the 
people  of  his  community — visiting 
them  in  their  homes,  places  of  work, 
hospitals,  health-care  facilities  or 
wherever  they  might  be.  It  is  abso- 
lutely essential  for  an  effective  pas- 
toral ministry  that  a  congregation 
feels  that  their  pastor  genuinely  cares 
about  them,  and  nothing  communi- 
cates this  care  more  than  personal 
visits,  especially  when  they  are  go- 
ing through  traumatic  experiences. 
There  is  simply  no  substitute  for  pas- 
toral care,  and  it  is  perhaps  at  this 
point  that  more  ministers  fail  than  for 
any  other  reason. 

4.  "...to  promote  the  spiritual  in- 
terests of  the  church. . ." 

During  my  fifty-eight  years  as  a 
minister — both  as  a  pastor  and  in  my 
work  for  Mount  Olive  College — I 
have  visited  in  hundreds,  and  per- 
haps thousands,  of  homes.  From 
these  visits,  I  am  convinced  that  the 
enduring  strength  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  is  our  belief  that  the 
spiritual  life  is  the  heartbeat  of  the 
Christian  life.  Our  people  want  pas- 
tors who  will  help  them  nurture  their 
spiritual  development.  Our  people 
also  want  the  spiritual  life  to  be  the 
core  for  all  of  our  denominational 
ministries,  including  missions,  edu- 
cation, care  for  homeless  children,  the 
elderly,  activities  for  young  people, 
and  publications. 

5.  "...to  promote  all  denomina- 
tional institutions,  enterprises,  and 
programs,  and  to  advance  the  cause 
of  Christ  among  men. . . " 

The  ministries  of  the  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  have 
two  objectives: 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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A.  to  strengthen  our  churches,  and 

B.  to  extend  the  work  of  our 
churches  to  the  larger  world. 

We  believe  God  has  given  us  a  mis- 
sion to  mankind  that  reaches  beyond 
the  local  church,  or  even  our  Conven- 
tion. If  we  serve  only  ourselves,  we 
have  not  understood  God's  call  and 
purpose  for  us.  It  is  through  our  min- 
istries that  our  churches  together  can 
do  what  is  beyond  the  reach  of  a  lo- 
cal church  acting  alone. 

Our  ministries  are  the  collective 
arm  of  our  churches — an  arm  extend- 
ed to  a  world  that  needs  the  Gospel 
that  Jesus  Christ  has  entrusted  to  us. 
For  this  reason,  when  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  ordain  a  person  to  the 
ministry,  a  covenant  is  established. 


The  Board  of  Ordination  sanctions 
him  as  a  minister  of  the  church;  and 
in  return,  the  person  ordained  affirms 
his  commitment  to  our  Articles  of 
Faith  and  Principles  of  Church  Govern- 
ment, including  support  of  the  min- 
istries of  our  church.  This  covenant 
of  ordination  represents  a  mutual 
pledge  of  honor. 

Summary 

The  task  of  a  pastoral  search  com- 
mittee is  to  find  and  to  recommend 
to  its  church  a  pastor  who  embodies 
the  qualifications  set  forth  in  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Faith  and  Principles  of  Church 
Government  for  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists. In  addition  to  these  general 
qualifications,  the  committee  seeks  a 


pastor  who  has  the  personal  ability 
and  commitment  to  provide  the  ser- 
vices and  leadership  that  will  enable 
the  church  to  fulfill  its  vision  as  a 
people  of  God. 

The  crux  of  the  problem  is  that 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  do  not 
have  a  sufficient  number  of  qualified 
and  available  pastors  to  meet  the 
needs  of  our  churches.  The  results  are 
that  some  churches  are  losing  mem- 
bership and  vitality  for  lack  of  pasto- 
ral leadership.  And  some  are  being 
disserved. 

The  problem  is  not  unsolvable,  but 
there  are  no  quick  and  easy  fixes. 
(Your  responses  are  invited: 
W.  Burkette  Raper,  619  West  Main 
Street,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 
28365  or  e-mail  <wraper@moc.edu  >. 


THE  GREAT  DEBATE 


This  article  is  in  response  to  the  ar- 
ticle in  the  August  edition  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  entitled  A  So  Called  Con- 
tradiction in  Scripture.  This  article  is  in 
no  way  intended  to  be  divisive  or  con- 
tentious, yet  it  will  espouse  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  in  the  spirit  of  Chris- 
tian love  and  dialogue. 

The  premise  of  the  previous  article 
was  that  our  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist, (henceforth  referred  to  as  OFWB), 
ministers  were  correct  in  preaching 
that  drinking  alcohol  was  a  sin.  The 
premise  of  this  article  is  that,  although 
the  act  of  consuming  alcohol  in  and  of 
itself  is  not  inherently  evil  or  sinful 
according  to  the  Bible,  the  OFWB  min- 
isters were  indeed  correct  in  preach- 
ing that  alcohol  consumption  is  a  sin 
for  OFWB  church  members,  albeit  for 
a  different  reason  than  was  previously 
suggested. 

Let  us  briefly  orient  ourselves  with 
a  word  study.  One  does  not  need  a 
deep  understanding  of  the  original 
Greek  or  Hebrew  languages  to  accom- 
plish this  task.  A  simple  understand- 
ing of  how  to  use  a  good  concordance 
is  sufficient  to  grasp  the  truth  from 
God's  Word.  I  have  chosen  Strong's 
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Exhaustive  Concordance,  (henceforth 
referred  to  as  Strong's),  a  reputable 
name  among  almost  all  Christian 
scholars. 

The  Greek  word  oinos  is  the  word 
used  for  wine  in  most  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament. There  is  also  a  Greek  word 
trux,  that  simply  means  unfermented 
grape  juice  according  to  Walter 
Bauer's  Greek-English  Lexicon  of  the 
New  Testament  and  Other  Early  Chris- 
tian Literature,  yet  this  word  was  never 
used  in  the  New  Testament.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  according  to  Strong's  there 
is  only  one  word,  other  than  oinos, 
which  is  used  in  the  New  Testament 
to  refer  to  wine  and  it  is  glukus,  a 
highly  fermented  and  intoxicating 
wine.  This  word  glukus  is  used  only 
once  in  Acts  to  accuse  the  disciples  of 
being  drunk  from  wine. 

According  to  Strong's,  oinos  is  per- 
haps from  the  "Hebrew  [3196];  "wine 
(lit.  or  fig.); — wine"  (62).  The  Hebrew 
word  referred  to  above,  [3196]  from 
which  oinos  most  probably  comes,  is 
defined  as  yayin  "from  an  unused  root 
mean,  to  effervesce;  wine  (as  fermented); 
by  impl.  Intoxication: — banqueting, 
wine,  wine  [-bibber]"  (56).  Another 


important  Hebrew  word  [8492]  is  de- 
fined in  Strong's  as  tiyrowsh  or  tiyrosh 
from  3423  in  the  sense  of  expulsion; 
must  or  fresh  grape-juice  (as  just 
squeezed  out);  by  impli.  (rarely)  fer- 
mented wine: — (new,  sweet)  wine" 
(152). 

The  differences  in  opinion  with  the 
previous  article  can  now  be  illustrated. 
The  previous  article  asserted  that  cer- 
tain verses  in  Proverbs  "forbids  the  use 
of  strong  drink,"  yet  the  balance  of 
God's  Word  must  be  taken  into  ac- 
count as  Proverbs  31:6  clearly  states 
that  one  should  indeed  give  [yayin] 
wine  to  those  who  are  perishing  and 
to  those  who  have  heavy  hearts  in  or- 
der to  allow  them  to  drink  and  forget 
their  problems.  It  will  be  recalled  that 
yayin  was  defined  above  as  wine  that 
effervesces,  bubbles,  or  in  other  words 
is  fermented.  This  is  only  reasonable 
since  drinking  ordinary  grape  juice 
would  not  cause  anyone  to  forget  all 
their  cares. 

Also,  2  Samuel  6:19  clearly  indicates 
that  the  Jewish  people  drank  fer- 
mented wine  as  the  great  king  David 
himself  gave  unto  the  people  of  Israel 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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gifts  of  meat,  cakes  of  bread,  and  a 
"flagon  of  (yayin)  wine." 

In  the  New  Testament  the  evidence 
is  clear  that  fermented  wine  was  used 
in  that  Paul  commands  Timothy  to 
"take  a  little  (oinos)  wine,"  which  we 
recall  probably  comes  from  the  Old 
Testament  word  yayin  or  fermented 
wine,  for  his  stomach's  sake  (see  1 
Timothy  5:23).  This  implies  use  of  al- 
cohol for  medicinal  purposes. 

A  second  difference  of  opinion 
comes  from  the  statement  that  the 
word  oinos  is  "never  associated  with 
drunkenness  in  the  New  Testament." 
Academic  honesty  demands  that  we 
recognize  that  oinos  is  indeed  associ- 
ated with  the  theme  of  drunkenness 
throughout  the  New  Testament. 

Ephesians  5:18  commands  us  to  "be 
not  drunk  with  (oinos)  wine,"  which 
would  be  hard  to  do  if  oinos  was  sim- 
ply unfermented  grape  juice. 

1  Timothy  3:3  is  a  command  for  bish- 
ops to  not  be  paroinos,  given  unto  much 
wine.  This  compound  Greek  word, 
paroinos,  is  from  the  preposition  para, 
which  in  this  case  means  abiding  be- 
side or  near,  and  oinos  which  means 
fermented  wine.  The  implication  is 
that  a  moderate  amount  of  wine  is  not 
sinful. 

1  Timothy  3:8  is  a  command  unto 
deacons,  and  Titus  2:3  is  a  command 
unto  elder  ladies,  each  not  to  be  ad- 
dicted to  much  (oinos)  or  wine.  Grape 
juice  is  not  addictive;  however,  fer- 
mented wine  is;  thus,  it  seems  clear 
that  the  bishops,  deacons,  and  elder 
ladies  here  are  not  being  warned  to 
guard  against  addiction  to  unfer- 
mented grape  juice  but  rather  fer- 
mented wine.  Again,  the  clear  impli- 
cation is  that  drinking  in  moderation 
is  not  sinful.  If  it  was,  Paul  would  have 
said  outright  not  to  drink  wine  at  all, 
instead  of  cautioning  against  an  ex- 
cess. 

Peter,  in  1  Peter  4:3  warns  against  a 
life  lived  in  lasciviousness,  lust,  and 
(oinophlugia)  excess  of  wine. 
Oinophlugia  is  another  compound 
Greek  word  containing  the  words 
phluaros,  a  garrulous  or  over  bubbling 
person  and  oinos,  indicating  that 
drinking  an  excess  of  oinos  would  lead 
unto  drunkenness. 


John  the  Baptist  was  commanded  to 
abstain  from  oinos  wine  in  Luke  1:15. 
This  is  similar  unto  the  Nazarite  com- 
mand given  unto  Samson  in  Judges  13 
to  abstain  from  yayin  or  fermented 
wine  in  order  that  he  may  be  con- 
trolled by  the  Spirit  of  God  and  not 
alcohol. 

In  Luke  7:33-34  Jesus  Himself  said 
that  He  was  accused  of  being  an 
oinopotes,  a  winebibber,  (obviously  an- 
other compound  Greek  word  from  the 
word  oinos),  because  He,  unlike  John 
the  Baptist,  "came  eating  and  drink- 
ing." Thus  oinos  is  indeed  linked  with 
the  concept  of  drunkenness  in  the  New 
Testament  and  this  proves  that  oinos 
refers  to  alcoholic  wine. 

Another  difference  of  opinion  with 
the  previous  article  is  in  reference  to 
the  statement  that  oinos  is  translated 
from  tiyrowsh  or  tiyrosh,  the  unfer- 
mented wine  mentioned  40  times  in 
the  Old  Testament.  As  stated  above, 
Strong's  Concordance  states  that  per- 
haps oinos  comes  from  yayin,  men- 
tioned in  the  Old  Testament  over  135 
times,  which  we  should  recall  is  in- 
deed fermented  or  effervescent  wine. 
Oinos  most  certainly  did  mean  fer- 
mented wine  in  the  New  Testament  as 
illustrated  above.  To  state  Jesus  did  not 
make  fermented  wine  at  Cana  because 
the  Greek  word  oinos  was  used  in  John 
2  is  simply  erroneous. 

It  is  obvious  from  the  context  of  John 
2  that  alcoholic  wine  was  used  by  the 
Jewish  people  at  weddings.  The  ruler 
of  the  wedding  feast  tasted  the  wine 
that  Jesus  had  made  and  declared  in 
no  uncertain  terms  that  most  Jews 
waited  until  everyone  was  methuo,  or 
well  intoxicated,  and  then  tried  to  pass 
off  the  bad  wine  on  drunken  taste 
buds.  The  wine  that  Jesus  made  was 
obviously  better  than  the  best  wine 
that  the  Jewish  gentleman  had  served 
unto  his  guests  in  the  beginning. 

Another  area  of  disagreement  with 
the  previous  article  is  the  implication 
that  Habakkuk  2:15  is  an  unqualified 
command  to  never  give  alcoholic 
drink  unto  one's  neighbor.  Taken  in 
context,  one  can  quickly  see  that  Jesus 
was  in  no  danger  of  damnation  even 
if  He  did  give  fermented  wine  unto  the 
guests  at  the  wedding  of  Cana.  The 


passage  in  Habakkuk  2:15  states  "Woe 
unto  him  that  giveth  his  neighbour 
drink,  that  puttest  thy  bottle  to  him, 
and  makest  him  drunken  also,  that 
thou  mayest  look  on  their  nakedness!" 
(kjv).  This  seems  to  be  a  condemnation 
against  getting  someone  drunk  in  or- 
der to  take  advantage  of  him  or  her. 

However,  with  all  of  the  above  evi- 
dence, which  proves  that  drinking  al- 
cohol in  and  of  itself  is  not  inherently 
evil  or  sinful,  the  question  remains,  can 
we  still  affirm  that  our  OFWB  minis- 
ters were  correct  in  preaching  that 
drinking  alcohol  is  sinful  for  OFWB 
church  members?  The  answer  is  yes! 
The  covenant  of  the  OFWB  church 
states  that  we  will  abstain  "from  all 
sanction  of  the  use  and  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating beverages."  This  is  all  the  evi- 
dence one  needs  to  understand  that 
drinking  alcohol  for  the  OFWB  church 
member  is  sinful.  This  covenant  binds 
everyone  who  accepts  it  and  thus  be- 
comes an  OFWB  church  member. 

We,  as  Christians,  have  decided  to 
limit  our  own  freedom  according  unto 
Paul's  teaching  in  Romans  14:21  and 
1  Corinthians  8:13.  In  Corinthians, 
Paul  argued  that  it  is  perfectly  fine  to 
eat  certain  meats,  even  if  it  was  offered 
unto  an  idol,  yet  that  it  would  be  bet- 
ter for  us  to  never  eat  meat  again  if  it 
could  cause  a  weaker  brother  or  sister 
to  stumble.  In  Romans,  Paul  stated 
that  it  is  better  to  not  eat  meat  or  drink 
oinos  wine  if  these  actions  might  cause 
a  weaker  brother  or  sister  to  falter  in 
his  or  her  spiritual  pilgrimage. 

Thus,  the  likes  of  David  W.  Hansley, 
James  Evans,  and  A.B.  Bryan  were  in- 
deed correct  to  cry  out  against  the  evils 
of  alcohol  abuse  everywhere  and  al- 
cohol use  amongst  the  OFWB  Church 
membership!  For,  even  if  drinking  al- 
cohol is  not  inherently  sinful  in  itself, 
limiting  our  own  freedom  by  abstain- 
ing from  drinking  alcohol  on  behalf  of 
weaker  Christians  is  perfectly  accept- 
able Scripturally. 


Quotations  in  this  article  came  from 
The  New  Strong's  Exhaustive  Concor- 
dance of  the  Bible,  Thomas  Nelson, 
Nashville,  1996. 
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How  Not  to  Enjoy  Church 

by  Sharlene  Howell,  Guest  Writer 


You  can  find  a  lot  of  people  who  say  they  attend  church 
regularly,  but  never  get  anything  out  of  it.  Why  do  they 
go?  Some  go  to  keep  their  Christian  relatives  off  their  back. 
Some  go,  imagining  that  going  to  church  is  the  way  to  get 
to  Heaven.  Some  go  because  they  will  feel  guilty  if  they 
stay  away.  Yet,  they  never  really  get  involved  in  the  life  of 
the  Church.  They  have  no  real  interest  in  spiritual  mat- 
ters, except  for  that  hour  on  Sunday  morning  (and  some- 
times not  even  then).  They  really  miss  out  on  all  the  spiri- 
tual blessings  that  God  has  for  them.  But  they  seem  to  be 
perfectly  satisfied  where  they  are. 

If  you  really  do  not  want  to  get  anything  out  of  church, 
it  is  very  simple  to  do.  Here  are  a  few  basic  guidelines. 

1.  Attend  as  little  as  pos- 
sible. Arrive  late,  and  leave 
early.  This  way,  you  can  avoid 
any  personal  contact.  You 
may  get  stuck  being  greeted 
by  an  usher,  but  most  people 
won't  have  a  chance  to  speak  to  you  at  all.  Later,  you  can 
say  that  you  attended  that  church,  and  no  one  spoke  to 
you.  Otherwise,  you  may  run  into  the  danger  of  really 
caring  about  the  people  you  meet.  Another  advantage  of 
leaving  early  is  that  you  will  avoid  that  last  hymn.  If  you 
listen  to  the  words  of  those  invitation  hymns,  they  can  be 
very  convicting,  and  may  really  mess  up  your  comfort 
zone  you  hope  to  stay  in.  The  subject  of  hymns  leads  us 
to  another  rule. 

2.  If  you  don't  know  the  song,  don't  worry  about  try- 
ing to  sing.  Why  should  you  try  to  learn  these  new  songs 
anyway?  You  know  the  old  hymns  are  the  best.  They  were 
good  enough  for  Grandma.  Some  of  them  you  might  know 
from  memory.  This  gives  you  the  ability  to  sing  without 
ever  thinking  about  the  words  you're  saying.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  all  they  sing  are  the  old  hymns,  it  must  mean 
they  are  hopelessly  out  of  date. 


3.  There  will  be  lots  of  announcements,  but  you  can  ig- 
nore them  anyway  because  they  don't  have  anything  to 
do  with  you.  All  those  meetings  are  for  other  people.  The 
less  you  know  about  what  goes  on  during  the  week  at 
church,  the  less  interest  you'll  have  in  those  things,  and 
when  they  have  fund-raisers  for  various  causes,  you  can 
keep  your  distance  (and  your  money). 

4.  You  can  tell  the  church  is  really  after  your  money. 
They  take  up  offering  every  week.  But  God  knows  you've 
worked  hard  to  earn  your  money,  and  your  bills  are  high, 
and  what  little  you  can  save  is  for  something  else.  Be- 
sides, the  Bible  says,  ". .  .where  your  treasure  is,  there  will 
your  heart  be. . ."  (Luke  12:34).  If  you  start  investing  your 

treasure  in  the  various  min- 
istries of  the  church,  you'll 
probably  start  caring  about 
those  things.  It  will  get  more 
difficult  to  stay  uninvolved. 
5.  Finally,  and  most  impor- 
tantly, do  not  work  too  hard  to  pay  attention  to  the  ser- 
mon. There  are  lots  of  things  to  do  while  the  preacher  is 
preaching.  You  can  thumb  through  the  hymnal.  Sleeping 
is  always  popular,  unless  you're  a  snorer.  You  can  plan 
your  week  out.  Some  people  take  notebooks  to  church  to 
take  notes  during  the  sermon.  Of  course,  you  don't  want 
to  do  that.  But  the  notebook  idea  is  pretty  good  if  you're 
inclined  to  make  to-do  lists  or  doodle.  Then  you  can  leave 
and  truthfully  say  that  you  never  got  anything  out  of  the 
sermon,  since  you  have  little  idea  what  the  sermon  was 
even  about. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  follow  these  simple  steps,  and  you 
can  say  confidently  that  the  church  just  doesn't  meet  your 
needs.  You  can  become  the  people  the  Bible  told  about 
who  have  "...a  form  of  Godliness,  but  [deny]  the  power 
thereof"  (2  Timothy  3:5). 


Remember  the  sabbath  day, 
to  keep  it  holy  (Exodus  20:8). 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  8  September  2004 
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The  Free  Will  Baptist   9  September  2004 


THE  DISASTER  RELIEF  CHALLENGE 

by  The  Reverend  Al  Markuson,  Pastor.  Union  Chapel  Church 

(Note:  This  message  was  delivered  in  February  2002  at  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  "Day  of  Prayer"  while  The  Reverend  Markuson 
served  as  Executive  Director  of  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism). 


At  the  request  of  the  Convention 
Executive  Committee,  I  met  with  them 
on  October  11, 2001,  to  discuss  the  pos- 
sible ways  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
could  respond  to  the  national  disaster 
brought  about  by  terrorist  acts  on 
America.  Of  particular  interest  was 
New  York  City.  Long  distance  evalua- 
tion through  communication  with 
Samaritan's  Purse/  Billv  Graham  Evan- 
gelistic Association,  Bishop  Forbes  and 
a  New  York  pastor  vielded  a  caution- 
ary note  concerning  how  one's  finan- 
cial contribution  should  be  made.  The 
top  priority  expressed  was  a  need  for 
prayer. 

Much  discussion  centered  on  having 
a  disaster  relief  program  that  could  be 
readv  to  respond  quickly  without  a 
great  delay. 

Convention  President  the  Rev.  Leon 
Grubbs  stated:  "We  have  considered 
the  terrorism  crisis.  There  is  a  need  for 
us  to  have  disaster  relief  funds  on  hand 
now.  Funds  are  needed  over  and  above 
the  church  budget  for  Home  Missions 
and  Evangelism."  The  consensus  was 
that  we  need  to  develop  teams  and 
funding  in  order  to  be  prepared  and 
ready  to  respond  when  a  crisis  arises. 
The  Executive  Committee  sugested  a 
coming  together  of  all  our  churches  to 
give  OFWB  Disaster  Relief  Ministry  a 
new  and  fresh  start.  Our  purpose  to- 
dav  is  to  begin  that  process.  The  Execu- 
tive Committee  suggested  our  focus. 

1.  Prayer  Priority 

2.  Present  the  Need  for  Disaster  Re- 
lief Ministry 

3.  Promote  the  Need  for  Volunteers 
and  Necessary  Training 

4.  Provision  for  Funding 

*explain  the  need  for  retaining  a  per- 
centage of  disaster  relief  funds  to  cover 
expenses  and  be  ready  to  respond. 

*encourage  our  churches  to  fund  the 
new  beginning. 

A  follow-up  meeting  with  the  Con- 
vention Executive  Committee  repre- 
sentative, the  Rev.  Earl  Glenn,  and  the 
General  Administrator,  the  Rev.  David 
C.  Hansley,  was  held  October  22,  2001 


with  the  Executive  Director  of  Home 
Missions  and  Evangelism,  the  Rev.  Al 
Markuson.  It  was  agreed  to  allow  the 
Disaster  Relief  Challenge  be  a  part  of 
the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Day  of 
Prayer  in  February  2002. 

We  remember  the  varied  and  differ- 
ent disasters  that  have  impacted  our 
lives  in  recent  years  such  as  the  storms 
in  Georgia,  Florida,  Oklahoma,  North 
Carolina  and  across  our  nation  in  com- 
munity after  community.  Recent 
months  have  jarred  us  into  the  realism 
of  the  need  to  be  prepared.  Today  we 
will  be  reminded  of  the  need  for  a  Di- 
saster Relief  Ministry.  Today  we  are  re- 
minded that  the  next  disaster  or  crisis 
is  as  close  as  our  next  month. 

As  God's  compassionate  people  we 
have  an  opportunity  to  touch  people's 
lives  at  a  time  of  disaster  or  crisis.  As 
we  see  and  hear  today,  effective  disas- 
ter ministry  involves  a  partnership 
throughout  a  community. 

Today's  program  is  to  be  informa- 
tional, educational,  and  motivational. 
We  need  your  input.  We  need  prayer. 
We  need  your  ideas,  suggestions,  and 
comments.  Please  write  them  down 
todav  or  respond  later  after  discussion 
in  your  church  or  community.  Follow- 
ing this  meeting,  an  advisory  team  for 
Disaster  Relief  Ministry  will  be  called 
to  review,  evaluate,  and  formulate  rec- 
ommendations back  to  the  Convention 
Executive  Committee  that  will  hope- 
fully accomplish  the  goals  established. 
We  need  your  help  in  this  endeavor. 

The  Board  of  Home  Missions  and 
Evangelism  has  provided  an  opera- 
tional base  for  OFWB  Disaster  Relief. 
It  has  fully  endorsed  a  program  that 
encompasses  three  areas:  READINESS 
(Preparedness)  RESPONSE  and  RE- 
COVERY. In  line  with  these  areas,  we 
envision  Disaster  Area  Relief  Teams  or 
DART.  Each  team  will  have  areas  of 
responsibility  and  goals  that  will  chal- 
lenge them  to  be  on  target. 

1.  Disaster  Area  Readiness  Team(s) 

2.  Disaster  Area  Response  Team(s) 

3.  Disaster  Area  Recovery  Team(s) 


Several  questions  are  asked  in  the 
middle  of  a  crisis /diaster.  What  are  we 
going  to  do  to  help?  What  are  we  plan- 
ning to  do  for  our  people?  We  are  very 
much  aware  that  the  real  questions  on 
the  table  today  are: 

1.  Are  we  willing  to  prepare  to  be 
ready? 

2.  Are  we  willing  to  volunteer  and 
receive  training? 

3.  Are  we  willing  to  provide  fund- 
ing that  will  provide  a  fresh  start  and 
also  sustain  Disaster  Relief  Ministry? 

Why  do  we  need  specific  funding  for 
the  Diaster  Relief  Program? 

1.  To  have  funds  immediately  avail- 
able to  help! 

2.  To  dispatch  an  evaluation  team 
immediately  upon  learning  of  a  disas- 
ter. This  team  would  go  discern  the 
needs  in  an  area — on  site  presence  to 
determine  how  to  respond. 

3.  Need  funds  to  adequately  repre- 
sent and  participate  in  the  disaster 
agency  community.  North  Carolina  In- 
terfaith  Disaster  Response,  North  Caro- 
lina Volunteer  Organizations  Active  in 
Disasters,  Mission  America  Coalition, 
Operation  Eternal  Hope,  North  Caro- 
lina Emergency  Management,  and  the 
Federal  Emergency  Management 
Agency.  There  are  many  local,  county, 
state,  and  federal  agencies  that  all  work 
together  in  times  of  disaster. 

4.  Funding  is  needed  to  "Pay  the 
bills." 

We  must  ask  ourselves — especially 
since  September  11,  2001,  which 
brought  a  new  day  and  emphasis  on 
being  prepared  across  America — How 
do  we  plug  in  as  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists? 

We  want  to  be  in  a  position  of  "Readi- 
ness" in  order  to  have  an  immediate 
and  effective  "Response"  that  will  ex- 
press our  commitment  to  long  term 
"Recovery." 

Thank  you  for  all  you  have  been  giv- 
ing and  doing  in  your  local  community 
as  well  as  what  you  have  given  and  are 
doing  through  Home  Missions  and 
Evangelism  for  The  Harvest  Connec- 
tion Disaster  Relief  Ministry. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  10  September  2004 
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BRIDGE  BUILDERS  APPRECIATION  DINNER 

Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 
Mount  Olive  College 
Saturday,  September  25, 2004  at  6  p.m. 

The  annual  Bridge  Builders  Appreciation  Dinner  is  pro- 
vided as  a  gesture  of  the  College's  gratitude  to  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists for  their  support  at  the  annual  dinners.  To  help  Free 
Will  Baptists  understand  the  ministry  of  the  College  and  the 
educational  service  it  provides  for  its  students,  the  Concert 
Choir  and  Free  Spirit,  a  vocal  ensemble,  will  provide  a  pro- 
gram of  sacred  selections.  Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Alan 
Armstrong,  professor  of  music,  the  Concert  Choir  and  Free 
Spirit  minister  to  churches  in  the  region  as  part  of  their  mu- 
sic ministry. 

This  event  honors  the  2004  Bridge  Builders  from  the  2003 
dinners;  however,  all  friends  of  the  College  are  invited.  Bridge 
Builders  are  those  who  made  unrestricted  gifts  of  $100  or 
more  at  their  county  dinners.  They  have  made  an  outstand- 
ing contribution  to  the  advancement  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 

  _Lgf_ ....   

REPLY  FORM 
(Please  return  by  Tuesday,  September  21,  2004) 

.  Yes!  I  plan  to  attend  the  Bridge  Builders  Appreciation  Dinner, 


The  Mount  Olive  College  Concert  Choir 


Saturday,  September  25,  2004.  There  will  be  . 
attending. 

Name:  


in  my  party 


Address: 


Phone  Number: 


Please  mail  to: 

Mrs.  Jean  F.  Ackiss,  Mount  Olive  College,  634  Henderson  Street, 
Mount  Olive,  NC  28365;  (919)  658-7744  or  (800)  653-0854;  e-mail: 
<jfackiss@moc.edu. 

All  Friends  of  Mount  Olive  College  are  Invited 


Church:. 


SEPTEMBER  DATES  FOR  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


Mount  Olive  College  at  Mount  Olive 

September  9:  Management  and  Organizational 
Development 

September  13:  Heritage  Program 

September  22:  Criminal  Justice  Administration 

Mount  Olive  College  at  New  Bern 

September  20:  Criminal  Justice  Administration 
September  28:  Early  Childhood  Education 

Mount  Olive  College  at  the  Research  Triangle  Park 

September  2:  Criminal  Justice  Administration 


September  15:  Management  and  Organizational 
Development 

September  20:  Modular  Religion  Major 

Mount  Olive  College  at  Wilmington 

September  7:  Management  and  Organizational 
Development 

For  more  information  about  the  adult  education  programs 
at  Mount  Olive  College,  contact  Matt  Green,  director  of 
nontraditional  recruitment,  at  (919)  658-2502,  or  (800)  653- 
0854,  or  by  e-mail  at  <mgreen@moc.edu>  or  visit  the 
website  at  <www.moc.edu>. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist 


11  September  2004 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  GEARING 
UP  FOR  NEW  ACADEMIC  YEAR 


College  officials  are  making  final 
preparations  for  incoming  freshman 
and  returning  students  at  Mount 
Olive  College. 

"From  the  maintenance  crew  and 
the  cafeteria  staff  to  all  of  our  staff  in 
the  admissions  office,  registrar, 
bookstore,  library,  health  services, 
student  services,  and  all  of  our 
faculty,  every  department  is  gearing 
up  to  make  this  a  successful 
academic  year  for  our  incoming  and 
returning  students,"  noted  Dr.  J. 
William  Byrd,  president.  "It  takes  all 
of  our  individual  efforts  to  keep  the 
College  running  smoothly  and 
efficiently,"  he  continued. 

Freshman  will  move  in  on  August 
22,  returning  students  are  expected 
to  arrive  on  August  24,  and 
traditional  classes  begin  in  Mount 
Olive  on  August  25. 

As  Eastern  North  Carolina's 
fourth  fastest  growing  private 
college,  Mount  Olive  College  is 
expecting  another  stellar  year. 
According  to  Barbara  Kornegay,  vice 
president  for  enrollment,  overall 
enrollment  for  the  College's  five 
locations  in  Mount  Olive,  Goldsboro, 
New  Bern,  Wilmington,  and  the 
Research  Triangle  Park  is  expected 
to  reach  2,650  +  by  the  end  of  the  fall 
semester. 

College  officials  credit  the  steadily 
increasing  enrollment  to  several 
factors,  including  the  fact  that  it  is 
rated  as  one  of  the  top  five  least 
expensive  of  the  35  private  colleges 
in  the  state,  according  to  studies  by 
the  North  Carolina  Independent 
Colleges  and  Universities. 

"When  considering  a  private 
college  education,  students'  first 
concern  should  not  be  the  burden  of 
how  to  pay  for  it.  Finding  the  'right 
fit,'  the  best  education,  and  the  most 
positive  environment  for  each 
student  should  be  the  top  priority. 


by  Rhonda  Jessup,  Director  of  Public  Affairs 

Every  worthy  and  capable  student 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  attain 
a  college  education.  By  combining 
institutional  scholarships  and  grant 
programs  with  federal  and  state 
assistance  and  installment  payment 
options  and  financial  planning, 
Mount  Olive  College  makes  college 
possible  for  deserving  and  qualified 
students,"  noted  Karen  Statler, 
director  of  financial  aid  at  Mount 
Olive  College. 

Other  advantages  of  Mount  Olive 
College  are  its  small  campus 
atmosphere,  the  personal  attention 
students  receive  from  the  College's 
faculty  and  staff,  and  the  availability 
for  students  to  compete  in  14  NCAA 
II  athletic  teams. 

"I  chose  Mount  Olive  College 
because  of  the  family-like 
atmosphere  and  genuine  care  and 
concern  for  my  well-being,"  noted 
Mount  Olive  College  graduate, 
Brianna  Williams.  "The  network  you 
build  with  your  coaches  and 
professors  is  unbelievable  and  helps 
with  career  placement  and  graduate 
school  recommendations.  The 
campus  was  also  small  enough  so  I 
could  expand  my  interests  in  other 
areas  like  student  government  and 
volunteering,  all  while  still  being  a 
student-athlete.  From  the  beginning, 
I  felt  at  home  at  Mount  Olive 
College;  since  then  I  have  realized  it 
was  one  of  the  best  decisions  I  ever 
made,"  she  continued. 

Included  in  Mount  Olive  College's 
fall  enrollment  numbers  will  be  a 
great  deal  of  nontraditional  students, 
typically  working  adults  returning 
to  college  to  obtain  their  degrees. 
Enrollment  in  these  programs  occurs 
every  month  of  the  year  except 
December  and  July.  The 
nontraditional  programs  at  Mount 
Olive  College  are  an  innovative 
approach  to  education  that  gives 


working  adults  theopportunity  to 
complete  their  degrees  while 
continuing  their  employment. 
Students  enter  as  a  class,  meet  four 
hours  once  a  week  for  a  specified 
number  of  weeks,  and  complete  a 
sequence  of  courses  toward  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  Criminal  Justice 
Administration,  Management  and 
Organizational  Development, 
Religion,  or  Early  Childhood 
Education.  Courses  are  discussion- 
oriented,  emphasizing  critical 
thinking  and  research  papers  more 
than  tests. 

George  Futrelle  manager  of  the 
Duplin  County  Airport  and  recent 
Mount  Olive  College  graduate  had 
this  to  say  about  the  nontraditional 
programs  at  Mount  Olive  College: 
"Mount  Olive  College  offers  the  flex- 
ibility that  working  people  need.  The 
College  is  an  extraordinary  place.  I 
have  lived  around  here  all  my  life, 
but  I  never  knew  what  we  had  right 
here  in  Mount  Olive." 

The  good  news  about  Mount 
Olive  College  is  spreading  as  over 
3400  donors  contributed  more  than 
$2.2  million  to  the  College  during  the 
2003-2004  fiscal  year. 

Dr.  Byrd  commented,  "On  behalf 
of  Mount  Olive  College,  I  would  like 
to  thank  the  people  and  businesses 
who  understand  just  how  important 
Mount  Olive  College  is  to  the  local 
economy.  We  thank  the  students 
who  choose  Mount  Olive  College, 
the  alumni  who  rally  behind  their 
alma  mater,  our  donors  who  respond 
with  an  outpouring  of  financial 
assistance,  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  which  stands  firmly  with  us, 
and  all  our  many  supporters  in  the 
community.  To  all  of  these  people, 
we  extend  our  warmest  gratitude  for 
being  an  important  part  of  Mount 
Olive  College  and  helping  ensure 
our  successful  future." 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  12  September  2004 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  SINGS 
PRAISES  OF  VETERAN  MUSIC  PROFESSOR 


Irene  Weldon  was  born  and  raised 
in  Warrenton,  North  Carolina,  the 
daughter  of  the  late  Lucille  and  Glenn 
Weldon  and  the  youngest  of  three  sib- 
lings. She  grew  up  with  a  song  in  her 
heart  and  teaching  in  her  blood.  Af- 
ter all,  her  mother  was  a  music 
teacher  for  Warren  County  Schools 
and  encouraged  Irene  to  appreciate 
music  and  the  arts.  "Some  of  my 
fondest  memories  were  sitting  on  the 
piano  bench  next  to  mother  in  church 
and  singing  at  home  with  my  father 
always  being  a  willing  listener,"  she 
recalled. 

Irene  knew  from  an  early  age  that 
God  had  blessed  her  with  a  talent  and 
that  she  wanted  to  pursue  that  talent. 
After  graduating  from  high  school, 
she  attended  St.  Mary's  School  in 
Raleigh  and  then  transferred  to  the 
New  England  Conservatory  of  Mu- 
sic in  Boston.  "My  parents  bought  me 
a  one-way  ticket  to  Boston.  I  remem- 
ber being  so  nervous.  I  had  never 
been  out  of  North  Carolina,  much  less 
on  an  airplane,"  she  said.  "But  I  felt 
God's  hand  guiding  me  the  entire 
way." 

College  was  a  wonderful  and  ex- 
citing experience  for  Irene.  She  had 
the  opportunity  to  experience  a 
whole  new  culture,  new  sites, 
sounds,  and  people.  "The  people  that 
I  was  able  to  encounter  and  see  per- 
form in  the  concert  hall  were  amaz- 
ing. It  was  such  a  rewarding  experi- 
ence," Irene  noted. 


by  Rhonda  Jessup,  Director  of  Public  Affairs 

During  and  immediately  following 
her  college  days,  Irene  spent  time  re- 
fining and  excelling  in  her  God-given 
gift  by  performing  around  the  world. 
One  particular  event  still  stands  out 
in  her  mind.  "I  was  singing  in  a  small 
village  in  Switzerland.  At  the  close  of 
the  evening,  I  sang  some  American 
Negro  spirituals  and  the  audience 
went  wild.  I  received  a  standing  ova- 
tion and  had  to  return  to  the  stage  to 
perform  "Swing  Low  Sweet  Chariot" 
again.  It  was  during  the  early  70s  and 
the  audience  had  never  been  exposed 
to  Negro  spirituals,"  she  recalled. 

It  didn't  take  Irene  long  to  learn 
that  teaching,  rather  than  performing, 
was  her  forte.  Her  first  teaching  as- 
signment came  in  Macon,  Georgia  at 
Wesleyan  College,  an  all-girls  school, 
where  she  remained  for  five  years. 
She  then  moved  to  Wartburg  College 
in  Waverly,  Iowa,  where  she  taught 
for  11  years.  Then  one  day,  out  of  the 
blue,  she  received  a  call  from  her  fa- 
ther telling  her  about  an  opening  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  She  was  happy 
where  she  was,  but  the  more  she 
thought  about  it,  the  more  she  de- 
cided she  wanted  to  be  closer  to  home 
and  to  her  parents,  who  were  grow- 
ing older.  She  decided  to  come  for  an 
interview. 

It  was  August  of  1981,  when  Irene 
first  stepped  foot  on  the  downtown 
campus  of  Mount  Olive  College, 
which  was  then  just  a  junior  college. 
The  small,  two-story  building,  which 
needed  much  renovation,  was  a  far 
cry  from  the  four-year  institutions 
where  she  had  taught  previously. 

Walking  in  that  first  day,  she  re- 
membered the  cafeteria  ladies  greet- 
ing her  and  the  feeling  of  home  that 
she  got  as  she  toured  the  building 
meeting  the  people."  Everyone  was 
so  warm  and  friendly,  I  felt  God  had 
led  me  here,"  she  said. 

Any  doubts  she  had  about  making 
the  move  to  Mount  Olive  were 


squelched  on  her  first  day  of  employ- 
ment. "I  remember  it  so  vividly.  I  was 
unpacking  in  my  classroom.  It  was 
hot  and  the  room  was  a  mess.  Sud- 
denly, I  heard  a  knock  on  the  door.  It 
was  a  student,  Ben  Kominsky.  He  just 
stopped  by  to  say  hello  and  to  wel- 
come me.  I  thought  to  myself,  if  this 
is  the  caliber  of  students  at  Mount 
Olive  College,  I  have  made  the  right 
decision." 

Twenty-three  years  later  she 
doesn't  regret  a  minute,  "it  has  been 
such  a  rewarding  and  fulfilling  expe- 
rience," she  commented. 

There  is  no  telling  how  many  lives 
Irene  Weldon  has  touched  during  her 
39-year  teaching  career.  She  has 
taught  hundreds  of  vocal  students  at 
all  levels  of  ability,  and  among  them 
she  can  count  dozens  of  current  el- 
ementary, middle  school,  and  high 
school  choral  music  teachers,  church 
musicians,  professional  singers,  and 
college  professors.  She  teaches  by 
example,  starting  every  day  with  her 
own  vocal  warm-ups  to  prepare  for 
the  strenuous  task  of  coaching  oth- 
ers. She  teaches  a  staggering  48  pri- 
vate lessons  per  week,  singing  in  ev- 
ery one  of  them  to  demonstrate  how 
it  is  done.  The  demands  she  places 
on  her  students  are  legendary,  but  the 
students  love  her  because  of  it. 

"I  have  seen  many  a  shy  and  vo- 
cally unprepared  student  blossom 
under  Irene's  tutelage,  often  to  the 
amazement  of  the  rest  of  the  music 
faculty,"  noted  Alan  Armstrong,  chair 
of  the  department  of  music.  "As  her 
colleague  for  eight  years,  I  have  had 
many  opportunities  to  witness  her 
teaching  first-hand  and  have  heard 
the  result  of  her  efforts  in  the  perfor- 
mances of  her  students.  In  my  mind, 
Irene  is  one  of  the  unsung  (no  pun 
intended)  heroines  of  Mount  Olive 
College.  Like  a  coach,  she  is  usually 
on  the  sidelines  or  in  the  background, 
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but  the  results  of  her  efforts  are  there 
for  all  to  see  and  judge,''  Armstrong 
continued. 

Irene  is  active  in  her  students'  lives 
outside  of  the  classroom  as  well.  As 
adviser  of  the  Music  Club,  she  re- 
cently accompanied  students  on  a 
weekend-long  retreat.  Dressed  in 
blue  jeans  and  a  flannel  shirt,  she 
looked  anything  but  the  professional 
teacher  and  every  bit  as  the  friend 
and  confidante  the  students  see  in 
her. 

In  May  of  this  year  Irene  was  rec- 
ognized by  her  peers  as  the  recipient 
of  the  2004  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Morris 
Award  for  Excellence  in  Teaching. 

In  addition  to  her  teaching  duties, 
Irene  is  an  accomplished  performer 
throughout  eastern  North  Carolina. 
Constantly  in  demand  as  an  oratorio 


and  cantata  soloist,  she  has  graced 
countless  stages  and  church  plat- 
forms. In  the  last  several  years  she  has 
stretched  her  own  comfort  zone  by 
studying  contemporary  and  even 
avant-garde  compositions  in  vocal 
literature  to  keep  her  teaching  and 
performing  fresh  and  alive. 

"I  have  always  enjoyed  recitals. 
That  has  been  my  forte.  Each  piece  is 
a  mini  play,  and  to  be  able  to  get  into 
character  and  be  expressive  for  such 
a  short  amount  of  time  is  a  real  chal- 
lenge," Irene  noted.  "I  feel  so  fortu- 
nate to  have  music  in  my  life.  There 
have  been  so  many  times  when  I  have 
been  down,  strained  or  stressed,  and 
my  music  has  just  cheered  me  and 
brought  me  up.  I  thank  God  so  much 
that  He  has  given  me  a  talent  in  mu- 
sic, and,  foremost,  I  hope  I  have  used 


it  for  His  glory,"  she  continued. 

A  song  by  German  composer  Franz 
Schubert  sums  up  Irene's  life  best 
with  its  lyrics  that  read,  "I  thank  God 
for  his  blessings  of  music.  I  do  not 
know  where  I  would  be  without  my 
music." 

Weldon  retired  from  Mount  Olive 
College  on  July  31,  after  a  23-year 
career  at  the  institution.  She  recently 
established  the  Lucille  R.  and  Glenn 
H.  Weldon  Family  Endowed  Schol- 
arship Fund  at  Mount  Olive  College 
in  memory  of  her  parents.  The  earn- 
ings from  the  fund  will  help  provide 
scholarships  for  future  students  to 
study  voice.  For  more  information 
about  the  endowment,  or  to  make  a 
contribution,  contact  Jeff  Daughtry, 
director  of  planned  giving  at  (919) 
658-2502. 


THE  JERNIGANS  GIVE  BACK  TO  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


by  Erin  Brescia,  Public  Affairs  Specialist 


Carolyn  Jernigan,  a  1964  graduate  of 
Mount  Olive  College  owes  a  lot  to  the 
institution  she  calls  her  alma  mater. 
"Mount  Olive  College  prepared  me  for 
life,"  she  said.  "I  learned  how  to  study, 
met  new  people,  discovered  what  I 
wanted  to  do  with  my  life,  and  found 
my  life  partner." 

She  and  her  husband,  Lee  Morton 
Jernigan  '64,  have  been  on  the  same 
team  since  their  final  year  at  the  Col- 
lege. "We  had  a  lot  of  things  in  com- 
mon," Carolyn  said.  "Family  life, 
church  life,  we  came  from  small  schools 
and  both  felt  Mount  Olive  College 
suited  our  needs." 

After  graduating,  Carolyn  trans- 
ferred to  Atlantic  Christian  College 
(now  Barton)  and  continued  her  stud- 
ies to  finish  her  teaching  degree.  She 
and  Lee  Morton  became  engaged  her 
junior  year,  and  married  not  long  after 
she  graduated  in  1966. 

Together,  they  set  out  to  serve  the 
Lord.  Lee  Morton  became  the  young- 
est deacon  ordained  at  Shady  Grove 
Church,  and  has  attended  and  taught 
Sunday  school  and  served  on  various 
boards  for  the  last  thirty  years.  Carolyn 
has  worked  in  the  nursery,  taught  Sun- 
day school,  sang  in  the  choir,  played  the 
organ,  and  served  as  President  of  the 


NC  Woman's  Auxiliary  for  ten  years. 

Presently,  Lee  Morton  is  chairperson 
for  the  Sampson,  Harnett,  and 
Cumberland  County  FWB  Church  Din- 
ner that  supports  Mount  Olive  College, 
and  Carolyn,  in  addition  to  her  work 
as  a  librarian  for  Sampson  County 
Schools,  serves  as  a  member  of  the 
Mount  Olive  Collegeg  Board  of  Trust- 
ees. 

"As  a  trustee,  I  feel  an  awesome 
responsibility  to  be  an  alert  thinker, 
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pray  about  each  item  before  the  board 
meets,  and  pray  for  God's  will  to  be 
done  with  each  decision  that  is  made," 
she  stated. 

Carolyn  is  faithful  to  attend  board 
meetings,  be  present  at  graduation  cer- 
emonies, and  share  the  good  news  of 
what  Mount  Olive  College  is  striving 
to  do  in  the  denomination  and  state. 
Her  husband  supports  her  in  this  en- 
deavor because  he  believes  Mount  Ol- 
ive College  has  a  special  mission. 

Because  of  the  values  of  that  mission, 
Carolyn  talks  about  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege wherever  she  goes.  "When  you 
have  good  news,  you  share  it!"  she  ex- 
claimed. "Lee  Morton  and  I  believe 
God  is  doing  great  things  through  the 
institution.  It  is  only  fitting  that  we  re- 
turn our  time  and  money  to  His  work," 
she  added. 

Two  of  the  Jernigan  children  have 
attended  Mount  Olive  College,  and  14 
students  from  their  church  have  at- 
tended in  as  many  years. 

"Mount  Olive  College  is  a  miracle 
happening  before  our  eyes.  That's  why 
my  husband  and  I  are  advocates.  In 
supporting  the  college,  we  are  invest- 
ing in  the  lives  of  other  people," 
Carolyn  concluded. 
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REFLECTIONS  ON  MEXICO 


by  Jessica  Floyd 


Recently  a  mission  team  from 
Winterville  Church  ventured  to  Acuna, 
Mexico,  to  help  build  a  house  and  to 
teach  Bible  studies  there.  This  was  my 
first  year  going  and  I  was  fortunate  to 
be  traveling  with  many  experienced 
short-term  missionaries.  I  had  both 
friends  and  other  "moms"  looking  out 
for  me.  We  left  our  church  at  2  a.m.  on 
Saturday  morning,  June  12.  Our  hearts 
were  filled  with  anticipation  and  excite- 
ment and  for  some  of  us,  a  strong  case 
of  nervousness.  We  traveled  by  plane 
the  first  day,  and  enjoyed  touring  the 
Alamo  in  San  Antonio  that  afternoon. 
Later  we  loaded  a  van  which  had  come 
to  pick  us  up  with  additional  supplies 
from  Wal-Mart  and  after  spending  the 
night  in  San  Antonio  and  attending 
church  there  the  next  morning,  we 
drove  a  few  hours  until  we  reached  the 
Mexican  border. 

As  soon  as  we  crossed  the  border, 
everything  drastically  changed.  When 
people  say  that  the  sights  and  ways  of 
living  are  completely  different  in 
Mexico,  they  are  not  exaggerating.  Im- 
mediately after  crossing  the  border,  we 
saw  those  changes.  We  looked  out  at 
not  just  a  different  country,  but  seem- 
ingly a  different  world.  We  saw  how 
deprived,  by  our  standards,  most  of 
these  people  are.  Their  ways  of  living 
are  extremely  poor.  In  Mexico,  if  you're 
lucky,  your  home  will  be  constructed 
of  cinder  blocks.  If  you  do  not  have 


enough  money  for  blocks,  your  home 
is  mainly  constructed  out  of  cardboard. 
The  roofs  of  these  houses  will  either  be 
of  a  tin  material  or  of  a  light  cardboard 
and  no  heavy  wood.  Typically  the  roofs 
are  flat  and  low  and  do  nothing  to  dis- 
pel the  heat  there.  Poverty  is  all  around. 

Upon  arriving  at  our  hotel,  I  remem- 
ber thinking  to  myself.  "Why  did  I  sign 
up  for  this  again?"  And  "how  am  I  go- 
ing to  get  through  this  week?"  It  was 
not  an  American  hotel  and  was  differ- 
ent from  anywhere  I  had  ever  stayed.  I 
started  to  get  nervous  about  what  I 
would  have  to  encounter.  Prior  to  de- 
parture we  all  attended  orientation,  but 
until  you  arrive  and  are  actually  im- 
mersed in  the  foreign  culture  for  your- 
self, you  can't  fully  understand.  As  the 
week  progressed,  I  struggled  with  my 
emotions  as  I  saw  these  people  and 
heard  of  their  hardships.  This  area  suf- 
fered through  a  flood  in  the  spring  and 
many  people  lost  what  little 
they  had.  Yet,  even  with  all 
this  adversity,  many  of  them 
are  some  of  the  kindest  and 
most  generous  people  I  have 
ever  met.  We  all  experienced 
their  gracious  and  apprecia- 
tive hospitality,  and  we  were 
all  very  touched  by  them. 

During  our  stay,  the  local 
women  worked  hard  pre- 
paring authentic  and  won- 
derful breakfasts  and 
lunches  for  us.  They  were  in 
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the  kitchen  at  the  church  bright  and 
early  each  day,  often  with  their  children 
still  sleeping.  The  kitchen  smelled  ter- 
rific as  they  prepared  all  our  food  and 
drinks  from  scratch.  Authentic  Mexi- 
can food,  as  I  learned,  is  not  the  same 
as  that  which  we  call  Mexican  food 
here,  but  is  awesome!  We  all  enjoyed 
those  few  minutes  of  socializing  and 
tasting  a  true  home-cooked  meal. 

The  local  men  had  done  much  pre- 
paratory work  at  the  construction  site 
before  we  arrived.  On  a  steeply  sloped 
parcel  of  land,  a  spot  for  the  house  had 
been  cleared  and  leveled  and  a  cement 
slab  was  poured.  This  pre-work  en- 
abled our  men  to  accomplish  more  dur- 
ing their  time  there  than  they  otherwise 
would  have  been  able  to.  Rural  Mexi- 
cans don't  have  the  luxury  of  calling  in 
heavy  equipment  and  cement  mixers. 
They,  as  well  as  our  men,  used  only 
basic  tools  such  as  shovels  and  pick- 
axes. 

Everyday  while  in  Mexico,  the 
women  on  the  mission  team  had  our 
daily  devotional  about  9  a.m.  as  we  pre- 
pared to  teach  the  local  women  and 
children.  Each  morning,  as  soon  as  our 
big  green  van  drove  up  to  the  blue  cin- 
der block  church  where  we  taught  Bible 
school,  many  children  came  out  from 
everywhere.  They  all  were  extremely 
happy  and  joyful,  even  though  they 
had  almost  nothing  of  material  value. 
They  surrounded  us  with  bright  smiles 
and  laughter.  They  kept  welcoming  us, 
in  their  childlike  way,  to  their  church. 

Sounds  of  laughter  filled  our  ears  as 
children  and  women  chatted.  It  seemed 
they  were  more  excited  than  we  were. 
It  was  amazing  how  much  even  those 
of  us  who  can  speak  very  little  Spanish 
could  communicate  with  them.  For  the 
whole  week  we  sang  songs,  performed 
skits,  made  crafts,  and  played  games 
with  them.  They  couldn't  get  enough 
of  the  fun  and  learning.  The  children 
there  especially  enjoyed  hand  games 
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and  even  though  we  played  these 
games  a  million  times  that  week,  I 
know  that  most  of  us  would  play  them 
a  few  more  times  just  to  make  the  chil- 
dren happy.  It  was  amazing  how  little 
it  took  to  bring  a  smile  to  their  faces. 
Everyday  they  were  there  right  on  time, 
waiting  for  us  to  begin.  The  week  went 
by  very  fast  and,  despite  the  heat  and 
fatigue,  we  fell  in  love  with  these  chil- 
dren. Each  woman  seemed  to  have  spe- 
cial connections  with  certain  children. 
One  girl  named  Anna  was  very  close 
to  me.  During  the  day  she  and  her 
brother  were  the  ones  I  enjoyed  and 
played  with  the  most.  They  had  bright 
chocolate  brown  eyes  and  beautiful 
smiles,  they  always  seemed  happy  and 
enjoyed  life! 

The  men  on  the  team  began  their  day 
about  7  a.m.  They  labored  in  tempera- 
tures over  100  degrees  for  about  twelve 
hours  a  day.  They  worked  extremely 
hard,  despite  the  heat,  on  the  house 
they  were  building  for  a  family  in  the 
church  there.  This  family  had  been 
praying  for  a  while  for  God  to  help 
them  complete  and  find  the  money  for 
their  home.  Through  fundraising  and 
generous  donations  from  Winterville, 
$8,000  was  raised  to  meet  their  need. 
Their  new  home  is  approximately  the 
size  of  a  small  garage,  yet  for  them,  it 
is  considered  spacious.  With  its  partial 
wood  construction  and  pitched  roof,  as 
opposed  to  the  typical  flat  roof  in  that 
area,  it  stands  out  in  the  community. 
They  told  all  of  us,  on  the  day  of  the 
house  dedication,  that  they  felt  com- 
pletely blessed  and  thankful  for  their 
new  home  and  they  were  also  very 
happy  and  thankful  for  having  us 
travel  so  far  and  come  to  help  them. 
Their  new  home  stands  as  a  testimony 
to  the  faithfulness  of  God,  as  well  as 
the  giving  spirit  of  Winterville  resi- 
dents. 

During  the  evenings  in  Mexico,  the 
team  members  all  enjoyed  each  other's 
company.  It  was  the  time  when  we 
found  out  what  everyone  else  had  done 
and  experienced  since  the  night  before. 
This  time  helped  us  relieve  any  emo- 
tional battles  from  the  day  and  helped 
prepare  our  hearts  for  the  next  day's 
work.  On  two  nights,  we  were  able  to 
attend  local  church  services.  One  was 
the  weekly  Sunday  night  service.  It  was 
conducted,  of  course,  in  Spanish  and 


began  with  almost  an  hour  of 
songs.  There  was  no  air  condi- 
tioning, but  the  people  are  accus- 
tomed to  living  and  worshiping 
without  it  and  were  not  in  a 
hurry.  The  other  service  was  on 
Wednesday  night.  The  team 
members  attempted  a  song  in 
Spanish  that  night.  On  Thursday 
evening,  the  women  attended 
the  church's  special  meeting  for 
teens.  This  was  led  by  Rachel 
Langley,  who  is  fluent  in  Span- 
ish. 

The  last  night  before  we  left 
for  home  was  a  time  of  reflection. 
In  some  ways  we  were  ready  to 
go,  for  we  missed  friends  and  family 
at  home,  yet  we  were  all  feeling  slightly 
sad  that  the  week  in  Mexico  was  over. 
We  were  leaving  a  special  time  and 
place.  We  had  learned  more  about  each 
other  and  the  kind  people  of  Acuna  and 
were  all  better  for  it.  We  met  at  the  vans 
at  1  a.m.  Saturday  morning.  As  I  sat 
there,  I  remember  thinking  how  much 
I  had  learned  that  week,  not  only  about 
myself,  but  about  my  church  family  as 
well.  I  knew  I  had  seen  and  received 
many  blessings  that  week  and  I  would 
never  forget  them. 

The  people  of  Acuna,  Mexico, 
opened  our  hearts  in  many  ways.  Each 
man,  woman,  and  child  was  unique 


and  special.  We  were  touched  by  their 
love  and  kindness.  We  learned  many 
things  on  this  trip,  most  especially  how 
to  appreciate  life  and  its  goodness  and 
to  not  care  so  much  about  material 
things.  In  the  beginning,  we  thought 
we  were  the  blessing  going  to  them, 
but,  instead  we  ended  up  being  blessed 
by  the  generous  and  sweet  spirit  of  the 
Mexican  people.  Luke  6:38  says,  "Give, 
and  it  will  be  given  to  you"  (niv).  We 
experienced  the  truth  of  this  verse.  June 
12-19  will  forever  carry  these  memo- 
ries in  our  hearts.  As  one  team  mem- 
ber summed  up  the  week:  "We  received 
the  blessing." 


MARK  THIS  DATE  ON  YOUR  CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  15,  2004 ,  7:30  p.m. 
COLLEGE  HALL,  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

ANNUAL  CONVENTION  MISSION  RALLY 


SEPTEMBER 
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The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
is  in  charge.  The  program  will 
feature  members  of  our  Short- 
Term  Mission  Teams.  Make  your 
plans  now  to  attend.  Your  gift  on 
that  night  will  help  take  the  Gospel 
to  the  ends  of  the  Earth. 
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PULLING  ON  THE  ROPE 

by  The  Reverend  Andy  R.  Segay 


Pulling  up  the  shuttle  on  the  muddy  and  slippery  road.        The  Rev.  Harold  Jones  spoke  some  words  of  God  in  the  dedication  of 

pumpboat  at  the  shore  of  Alimanguan. 


On  November  4,  2003,  we  visited  the  North  District  of  Palawan. 
The  group  was  composed  of  the  Director  of  Foreign  Missions,  the 
Rev.  Harold  Jones,  the  Mission  Director  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
church  Philippines  and  the  Rev.  Dario  S.  Basingil,  together  with 
some  members  of  the  BOT.  On  our  trip  we  experienced  pulling  the 
shuttle  bus  on  a  muddy  and  slippery  road.  We  felt  tired,  but  deep 
down  in  our  hearts  was  joy  in  serving  Jesus.  We  went  to  Alimanguan 
Church  for  a  special  occasion  of  dedicating  a  pumpboat  to  the  mis- 
sions work  to  the  Island  of  Minapla  and  other  areas.  Mr.  Jones  was 
the  speaker  for  the  dedication.  It  is  a  thrill  and  blessing  to  be  in  the 
ministry  of  the  Lord.  To  God  be  the  glory! 


Church  lot  and  building  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Philip- 
pines in  Alimanguan  San  Vicente,  Palaivan. 


A  BLESSING  AND  GLORY! 


by  Pastor  }une  P.  Buscano 


Pastor  June  Buscano,  pastor  of  Aribungos  Church,  the  Rev.  Eder  Peralta,  pastor  of 
Balacan  Church,  together  with  the  young  people  and  brethren  of  Maasin  Church  had  a 
Bayanihan  for  the  construction  of  Maasin  Church. 
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Praise  God! 

The  money  that  you  have  sent  for 
Maasin  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  for 
its  lot  was  a  blessing  from  God.  The 
lot  was  bought  for  $660,  and  the  re- 
maining funds  were  used  for  the  ad- 
vance construction  of  the  church 
building.  For  this  reason,  the  Maasin 
Free  Will  Baptist  brethren  are  very 
thankful,  first  of  all  to  God  for  His 
provision,  second  to  the  sponsors 
who  have  become  a  channel  of  bless- 
ings, and  lastly  to  our  beloved  mis- 
sionary, the  Rev.  Harold  Jones  for  the 
effort  he  extended  to  meet  this  need. 

To  God  be  the  glory! 


BAYANIHAN  IN  SOUTH  DISTRICT 


by  Pastor  Jimmy  Ombang 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  pastors  in  South  District  of  Palawan  are  still  having  the  Bayanihan  Program.  This  is  a  time  of 
working  together  winning  souls  to  Christ,  and  helping  one  another  in  building  church  structures,  or  parsonages  of 
local  churches  that  are  in  need.  This  helps  strengthen  everyone's  faith  by  sharing  these  experiences  together  on  a 
monthly  basis. 

On  January  7, 2004  we  held  Bayanihan  in  the  Aribungos  parsonage.  We  installed  the  concrete  flooring.  In  the  picture 
from  left  to  right  are  Pastors  Jimmy  Ombang  (District  Chairman),  June  Buscano,  Reynaldo  Manlangit,  Eder  Peralta 
and  Arnold  Dagot. 

The  other  picture  is  mixing  the  cement  with  gravel  and  sand.  This  is  hot  and  tiresome  work,  but  the  rewards  are 
always  great. 


FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  IN  MANDAUE  CITY 


by  The  Reverend  Andy  R.  Segay 

On  Novem- 
ber 16,  2003,  the 
Rev.  Zacarias 
Perocillo  and  I 
went  to  Palm 
Hills,  Basak, 
Mandaue  City, 
where  our 
church  is  lo- 
cated. The  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Dante 
Cepeda  pastor 
there.  I  was  the 

one  who  spoke  in  the  morning  Worship  service.  The  congregation  is  small,  but  growing  spiritually.  I  say  this  because 
their  pastor  said  that  they  are  supportive  in  all  their  church  activities.  They  also  have  dawn  prayer  meetings  in  the 
homes  of  the  church  members.  I  have  had  the  opportunity  to  pray  for  their  needs  physically,  materially,  and  spiritually. 
They  also  have  a  children's  ministry  for  feeding  every  Saturday  morning,  and  on  Sunday  they  have  two  divisions  of 
Sunday  School,  the  children  and  adults  class,  and  they  had  the  morning  worship  service.  After  that  they  had  a  benedic- 
tion prayer  for  healing,  the  laying  on  of  hands  of  the  Pastor. 

Mandaue  City  is  one  of  the  largest  cities  on  Cebu  Island.  Pray  for  the  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  conversion  of 
many  lost  people  in  that  area,  that  the  pastor  and  members  will  have  the  courage  and  boldness  to  reach  them  with  the 
Gospel. 
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(RAcrioriT  Assembly 


FALL  FESTIVAL  2004 
OCTOBER  18-21,  2004 

Our  new  format  for  this  popular  event  will  include 
travel  to  Cragmont  on  Monday,  October  18,  via  motor 
coach  and  the  US  264  and  70  corridors.  Tuesday  we  will 
travel  to  Dollywood  to  enjoy  the  beauty  of  the  mountains 
and  hear  the  Kingdom  Heirs,  the  Chuck  Wagon  Gang, 
Michael  Combs  and  the  Dixie  Echos.  Wednesday  morn- 
ing we  will  tour  the  beautiful  Biltmore  Estate  and  have 
lunch  at  the  Deerpark  Restaurant.  The  rest  of  the  after- 
noon will  be  local  interest.  Thursday  will  be  travel  day 
back  east. 

This  $250  package  includes  transportation  to  and  from 
Cragmont,  three  nights  lodging,  Monday  supper  and  three 
breakfasts  at  Cragmont,  tickets  to  Dollywood  and 
Biltmore,  supper  at  Dollywood  and  lunch  at  Deerpark. 
Wednesday  supper  will  be  on  your  own  locally.  What  a 
deal!  Register  below  and  return  to  Cragmont  quickly. 
Your  $100  per  person,  non-refundable  deposit  must  ac- 
company your  registration.  Make  checks  payable  to 
Cragmont  and  mail  to  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North 
Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711. 


Name 


Address . 


City,  State,  Zip 


Telephone 


Ground  Floor  Room  Needed?. 


Number  in  Party  ($100  per  person  deposit) 


Check 


Visa 


.MasterCard 


Discover 


American  Express 


Number 


Expiration  date 


PROJECT  2005 
THE  HOLLIFIELD  HOUSE 

In  the  Spring  of  2003  the  need  of  extensive  renovations 
to  the  motel  were  shared  as  a  part  of  a  Cragmont  report 
to  the  Central  Conference  Layman's  League.  The  need 
stirred  the  hearts  of  a  few  men  who  shared  the  informa- 
tion with  their  churches.  What  resulted  was  seven  Cen- 
tral Conference  churches  raising  over  $48,000.00,  and  their 
coming  to  Cragmont  and  performing  the  renovations 
themselves!  This  was  truly  an  answered  prayer  to  a  tre- 
mendous need. 

Having  been  made  aware  of  the  tremendous  potential 
and  desire  on  the  part  of  God's  people  to  respond  to  our 
needs — "Project  2005,  The  Hollifield  House"  is  being 
shared.  The  Hollifield  House  is  a  three  bedroom,  one  bath 
home  located  directly  across  the  street  from  the  main 
building.  Used  more  and  more  by  groups  and  families 
throughout  the  year — this  cottage  is  in  dire  need  of  reno- 
vation. The  following  is  a  partial  list  of  needs  along  with 
estimated  material  costs.  Are  there  any  churches  that 
would  like  to  make  Project  2005  a  reality? 

Replacement  Windows — $2,000 
New  Roof  Shingles— $800 
Vinyl  Siding— $1,650 
Second  Bathroom  Addition — $3,000 
New  Carpeting— $2,000 
New  Kitchen  Ceiling— $400 
Central  Heating/ Air — Cost  N/Aat  press  time 
Contact  Bryant  Hines  at  (252)  637-7171  if  your  church 
would  be  interested  in  investing  on  the  mountain. 

CRAGMONT  GOLF 
TOURNAMENT 
CELEBRATES 
TWENTY-FIVE  YEARS 

Happy  Valley  Golf  and  Country  Club  in  Wilson  was 
the  site  for  a  twenty-fifth  annual  fund-raising  event  for 
Cragmont.  At  the  evening  banquet  tournament,  director 
Rick  Watson  reflected  on  the  growth  of  the  tournament — 
which  began  with  a  few  teams  that  first  Friday  afternoon 
twenty-five  years  ago  and  has  grown  into  a  two  day  event, 
which  this  year  saw  over  350  golfers  participate.  Many 
thanks  go  out  to  the  faithful  businesses  and  individual 
sponsors  and  participants  who  have  made  this  tourna- 
ment such  a  great  event  for  Cragmont.  Thank  you  to  Rick 
Watson  and  his  great  team  of  volunteers  who  put  on  a 
first  class  event  that  was  enjoyed  by  all. 
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ConvENTion  Ilcws 


ACCEPT  YOUR  PERSONAL  RESPONSIBILITY 

by  Charles  L.  Renfrow,  Convention  Secretary 


Sometimes  our  lives  and  lifestyles  may  seem  like  a  strong- 
hold to  us.  We  have  our  set  routines  and  schedules,  even 
our  obsessions,  and  we  do  not  want  or  accept  any  change. 
We  feel  we  have  everything  under  control.  Then  someone 
or  something  tries  to  change  us.  Reactions  might  include, 
"Hey,  I  am  alright.  Leave  me  alone.  Let  me  stay  in  my  little 
self-made  cocoon.  Things  are  going  good  as  they  are." 

God  has  a  purpose  and  a  plan  for  each  of  our  lives.  When 
He  reveals  that  purpose  to  us,  we  need  to  accept  the  respon- 
sibility of  carrying  out  His  will.  We  need  to  see  ourselves  as 
God  sees  us. 

The  incident  recorded  in  John  4  is  a  good  example  of  ac- 
cepting personal  responsibility.  Jesus  spoke  with  a  woman 
whom  he  met  as  he  traveled  north  to  Galilee.  He  and  His 
disciples  walked  through  Samaria,  a  region  avoided  by  most 
Jews  because  of  the  long-standing  ethnic  hatred  between 
Jews  and  Samaritans.  As  the  noon  hour  approached,  the 
group  came  to  Jacob's  Well.  The  disciples,  noting  that  their 
Master  was  near  exhaustion,  went  into  a  nearby  town  to  get 
food. 

Seeing  a  Samaritan  woman,  He  asked  her  for  a  drink  of 


water.  With  that  request,  Jesus  broke  the  centuries  of  tradi- 
tion by  speaking  to  her.  Jesus  then  led  the  woman  to  know 
who  He  really  was.  It  was  up  to  this  woman  to  personally 
decide  what  to  do  with  this  newfound  information.  John 
wrote  that  the  woman  went  back  into  her  town  and  told  the 
men  about  finding  the  promised  Messiah  at  Jacob's  Well. 

Jesus  knew  all  about  this  woman  and  her  tainted  past  be- 
havior. But  He  also  knew  she  had  the  ability  to  do  much  for 
His  Kingdom.  She  accepted  her  responsibility  in  helping  to 
lead  others  to  know  the  same  Messiah  that  she  had  come  to 
know.  John  4:39  states,  "And  many  of  the  Samaritans  of  that 
city  believed  on  him  for  the  saying  of  the  woman,  which 
testified,  He  told  me  all  that  I  ever  did."  God  is  pleased  when 
we  use  our  individual  abilities  for  Him.  Eric  Liddell,  in  the 
film  Chariots  of  Fire,  stated,  "I  believe  God  made  me  for  a 
purpose,  but  He  also  made  me  fast,  and  when  I  run,  I  feel 
God's  pleasure." 

We  need  to  find  the  purpose  in  life  God  has  for  us  and  get 
on  with  fulfilling  our  personal  responsibility  to  God.  Ev- 
eryone will  not  have  the  same  abilities,  but  whatever  our 
abilities  are,  we  should  be  using  them  for  God's  work. 


Sunday  School  Ministry 


TO  ALL  MINISTERS,  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
SUPERINTENDENTS,  AND  OTHERS  IN  LEADERSHIP  ROLES 


It  is  time  for  the  annual  Fall  Sunday  School  Leadership 
Banquet.  The  Banquet  will  be  held  at  Mount  Olive  College 
on  Wednesday,  September  15,  2004,  at  5:45  p.m.  in  the  com- 
bined President's  Room  and  Hennessee  Room  in  Murphy 
Center.  This  will  allow  us  ample  time  to  get  to  the  Mission 
Rally,  which  will  be  held  at  7:30  p.m.  The  cost  of  the  meal  will 
be  $10  per  person,  payable  before,  at  the  Convention  or  at 
the  Banquet.  In  order  to  have  a  fairly  accurate  count  of  people 
for  the  meal  since  space  will  be  limited,  it  would  be  desir- 
able to  send  your  reservation  ahead  of  time. 

Our  guest  speaker  will  be  Mr.  Phillip  Brown  from  Horton 
Road  Church,  Durham,  NC.  Mr.  Brown  is  the  2004  Sunday 
School  Superintendent  of  the  Year.  He  will  be  sharing  some 
of  his  ideas  about  Sunday  School  growth.  Come  and  let  us 
make  him  feel  welcome. 

We  welcome  our  ministers,  Sunday  School  Superintendent, 
Associate  Ministers,  Youth  Ministers,  and  any  other  persons 
who  might  be  assuming  a  leadership  role  in  the  near  future. 


To  make  your  reservations,  complete  the  form  at  the  bot- 
tom, detach  and  return  it  to  Mary  Dudley  by  September  13, 
2004.  Walk-ins  are  welcome. 

Contributions  and  registration  fees  may  be  sent  to:  Mrs. 
Mary  Dudley,  OFWB  Sunday  School  Board,  P.O.  Box  39, 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 

We  also  ask  that  checks  be  made  payable  to:  OFWB  Sun- 
day School  Board.  We  solicit  your  prayers  and  concerns  for 
the  work  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  and  thank  you  for  all 
your  support  during  this  past  year. 


Name: 


Church: - 


Number  Attending  the  Banquet: 
Money  Enclosed:  
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Woman's  Auxiliary 


EASTERN  DISTRICT 
CONVENTION 
Hosted  loy  Core  Creek  Church 
Cove  City,  NC 
September  18,  2004 

Theme:  "The  Gift  of  Obedience" 

Scripture:  "...Behold,  to  obey  is  better  than  sacrifice,  and  to 
hearken  than  the  fat  of  rams"  (1  Samuel  15:22). 


Order  of  Service 


9:30  Registration 
9:50   Special  Music 
10:00   Call  to  Order 


Host  Church 
Jo  Ann  Parrish,  President 
Folkstone 

Prayer  for  Convention 

Hymn  #444  "I'll  Go  Where  You  Want  Me  to  Go" 
Welcome  Linda  McCoy 

Core  Creek 

Response  Wallie  Hargrove 

Christian  Chapel 

Scripture /Prayer  Yvonne  Saunders 

Folkstone 

Special  Music  Host  Church 

President's  Remarks 
Business  Session 
Appointment  of  Committees 

Secretary's  Report  Happy  Taylor 

Smith's  New  Home 
Camp  Vandemere  Report  Gail  Heath 

Saint's  Delight 
Convention  Offering  for  Camp  Vandemere 
Hymn  #515         "Since  Jesus  Came  Into  My  Heart" 
Report  of  Denominational  Ministries 
Memorial  Service  Wanda  Weyant 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Richlands 
Hymn  #521  "Redeemed" 
Worship  Service  Pam  Braxton 

Deep  Run 

Special  Music  Host  Church 

Business  Session 

Youth  Report  Gracie  Jones 

Whaley's  Chapel 

Treasurer's  Report  Velma  Morris 

Juniper  Chapel 
Lois  Wetherington,  Assistant 
Moseley's  Creek 

Committee  Reports 
12:30   Benediction  and  Blessing  Rev.  Mike  Barnhill 

Core  Creek 

Music  Director  Host  Church 


Pianist 
Ushers 

Spring  Convention 
Fall  Convention 


Kellie  Hawkins 
Host  Church 
Westside  Church,  Kinston,  NC 
Rock  of  Zion  Church,  Grantsboro,  NC 


CAPE  FEAR 
CONVENTION 
Hosted  Toy  Bethel  Church 
Your  Oaks,  NC 
October  2,  2004 

Theme:  "Faith  in  Difficult  Times" 

Scripture:  "But  the  Lord  stood  at  my  side  and  gave  me 
strength,  so  that  through  me  the  message  might  be  fully 
proclaimed  and  all  the  Gentiles  might  hear  it"  (2  Timothy 
4:17  niv). 


9:00 

9:30 

Hymn 

Welcome 

Prayer 

Devotion 
Announcements 


Order  of  Service 

Registration 
Convention 
"We're  Marching  to  Zion" 
Jane  Parker,  Cape  Fear  President 
Wanda  Johnson 
Vice  President 
Wanda  Bass 
Adele  Narron,  Auxiliary  President 
Bethel  Church 

Response  Smyrna  Church 

Business  Session  Jane  Parker,  President 

Minutes  Betty  Strickland,  Secretary 

Denominational  Ministries 

Life  Award 

Prayer  and  Offering 

Break 

Business  Session  Closed 

Hymn  "Great  Is  Thy  Faithfulness" 

Special  Music 

Message 

Hymn  "Face  to  Face" 

Benediction  and  Blessing 

Song  Leader  Ginger  Hill 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Spring  meeting  will  be  at  Covenant  Church  on  Saturday, 
April  9,  2005. 

Remember  to  send  in  your  nominees  for  Life  Membership 
and  Dola  Dudley  Awards  for  2005  to  Jane  Parker,  President, 
as  soon  as  possible. 
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(anp  VariD£M&.RE 


WESTERN  DISTRICT 
CONVENTION 
Hosted  loy  Little  Rock  Church 
Lucama,  NC 
October  6,  2004 

Theme:  Teach  me  thy  ways  O  Lord 

Scripture:  "He  taught  me  also,  and  said  unto  me,  Let  thine 
heart  retain  my  words:  keep  my  commandments,  and  live" 
(Proverbs  4:4). 

Order  of  Service 

9:00  Registration 

9:30  Hymn  #172  "Tell  Me  the  Story  of  Jesus" 

Welcome  and  Prayer  Mary  Catherine  Rowe 

President's  Remarks  Joyce  Edmondson 

Appontment  of  Committees 
Convention  Offering 

9:50  Special  Music 

Convention  Message  Mrs.  Mary  Dudley 

Director  of  Sunday  School  Ministries 

Prayer 

Offering  for  Sunday  School  Ministries 
10:30  Youth  Report  Judy  Lane 

Hymn  #270  "Wonderful  Words  of  Life" 

10:45  Break 

11:10  Memorial  Service  Mrs.  Sabra  Pittman 

11:20  Denominational  Ministries 
Business  Session 

Hymn  #529  "O  How  I  Love  Jesus" 

Benediction  and 

Blessing  of  the  Meal  Rev.  De  Wayne  Eakes 

12:30  Lunch 


LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 


ATTENTION  LAYMEN 

Available  in  December 
A  2005  Program  Book  for 
all  Layman's  Leagues 

Moses:  The  Man  and  the  Mission 
12  Lessons  Written  by  Men  for  Men 
Order  Yours  Today  from 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Bookstore 


SUMMER  CAMP 

Camp  Vandemere  would  like  to  give  you  a  report  on 
this  year's  Summer  Camp.  There  were  six  weeks  of  sum- 
mer camp  this  year,  with  an  average  of  50  campers  per 
week.  There  were  many  souls  saved  and  many  rededi- 
cated  their  lives  to  the  Lord  this  year  at  camp.  God  truly 
blessed  Camp  Vandemere's  2004  Summer  Camp. 

Remember  that  Camp  Vandemere  is  open  year  around; 
we  still  have  weekend  retreats  all  through  the  year.  Please 
remember  to  keep  us  in  your  prayers. 

ANNUAL  FISHING 
TOURNAMENT 

Camp  Vandemere's  Annual  Fishing  Tournament  will 
be  November  20,  2004.  The  tournament  registration  will 
begin  at  6  a.m.  There  is  a  charge  of  $25  per  person  to  fish 
in  the  tournament.  The  tournament  will  end  at  4  p.m.  with 
weigh-in  and  dinner  following.  Trophies,  certificates,  and 
door  prizes  will  be  awarded  to  all  of  those  who  partici- 
pate. Please  call  as  soon  as  possible  and  make  your  reser- 
vations at  the  camp  for  Friday  night. 

SPECKLED  TROUT 
FISHING  TOURNAMENT 

A  Speckled  Trout  Fishing  Tournament  will  be  held 
November  20,  2004,  at  Camp  Vandemere.  All  proceeds 
will  go  to  help  support  the  Camp.  This  package  is  for  a 
one  night  stay  (in  dorms,  lodges  fee  is  extra),  including 
breakfast  and  fishing  fee:  $40  per  person.  Trophies  and 
door  prizes  will  be  given.  Please  fill  out  the  form  below. 

Name   Phone  

Address  

City  State  Zip  

Church  Number  in  party  

Overnight  lodging:  Yes   No  

Please  return  this  form  by  November  17  along  with  $25 
(non-refundable)  fee  to:  Camp  Vandemere,  P.O.  Box  188, 
Vandemere,  NC  28587. 

i 

Please  make  checks  payable  to:  Camp  Vandmere. 
Ice,  drinks,  and  snacks  can  be  bought  at  the  camp. 
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People  8  Events 


HARRY  GRUBBS'  CAREFULLY 
CRAFTED  THEOLOGICAL  ANALYSIS 

by  Pepper  Worthington 

Harry  C.  Grubbs,  A  Systematic  Theology  for  the  21st  Century 
(From  An  Arminian  Perspective),  Mount  Olive:  Mount  Olive  College  Press,  2002.  211  pages. 


Introduction 
Free  Will  Baptist 
scholar,  Harry  C. 
Grubbs,  has  com- 
piled a  lifetime  of 
reflection,  research, 
and  resources  for 
his  theological  text 
seen  from  an 
Arminian  perspec- 


tive. Grubbs  tells 
us  that  Jacobus  Arminius  (1560-1609) 
was  Professor  of  Divinity  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Leyden  during  the  sixteenth 
and  seventeenth  centuries  and  that 
Arminius'  interpretations  have  influ- 
enced him.  This  thoughtful  book  is  an 
attempt  to  build  a  systematic  theology; 
however,  Grubbs  would  not  want  any 
reader  to  assume  that  God  has  been 
confined  to  this  system.  Though  the 
Hebrews  tried  to  confine  God  in  a  spa- 
cial  way  by  noting  God  in  the  Ark  of 
the  Covenant,  Grubbs  does  not  seek  to 
lock  God  up  in  a  theological  system. 
Rather,  he  tells  us  in  his  "Foreword": 
"My  hope  and  prayer  is  that  this  book 
honors  God  to  the  highest  and  that 
God's  people  may  learn  something 
about  Him  and  be  blessed  in  learning"  (ii). 

Foundational  Beliefs 
In  The  Systematic  Theology 

Grubbs  discusses,  analyzes,  and  dis- 
sects Christian  doctrines  with  a 
scholar's  eye.  Clarity  with  etymologi- 
cal Greek  roots  of  words  solidifies  his 
discussion.  He  is  interested  in  the  foun- 
dational beliefs  of  Christian  theology: 
faith,  revelation,  eschatology,  ethics, 
sin,  Christ,  Salvation,  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  the  Church.  Reading  the  entire  text 
is  a  way  to  gain  a  large  view  of  Chris- 
tian theology  and  to  see  the  whole  pic- 
ture from  an  expanded  perspective. 
The  scope  carries  us  across  long 


bridges,  dividing  parts  to  create  a 
whole. 

For  example,  Grubbs  is  interested  in 
eschatology  or  the  doctrine  of  last 
things.  His  research  includes  numerous 
eschatological  views:  (1)  dispensation- 
alism  (millennium  with  Satan  bound, 
a  7-year  Tribulation,  an  Antichrist,  the 
Battle  of  Armageddon);  (2)  liberalism 
(Kingdom  of  God  is  not  in  the  future 
but  is  in  the  present);  (3)  consistent 
eschatology  (the  ethics  of  Jesus  are  the 
prerequisite  to  entering  the  Kingdom 
of  God  which  has  come  wherever 
God's  will  is  done);  (4)  realized 
eschatology  (the  Kingdom  of  God  has 
come  and  is  not  a  future  event);  (5)  ex- 
istential eschatology  (the  Kingdom  of 
God  is  a  cosmic  reality  based  upon  his- 
torical fact  which  translates  anew  in 
personal  experiences  to  a  believer). 


Sources  of  Controversy 
With  The  Systematic  Theology 

Grubbs  brings  to  his  scholarship  a 
male's  tradition,  for  his  descriptions  of 
God  entirely  relate  to  the  male  He,  His, 
Him.  Some  women  may  feel  this  an- 
thropomorphic thrust  limits  the  doc- 
trine of  God,  but  Grubbs  remains  true 
to  his  Arminian  perspective. 

In  the  chapter,  "Christian  Ethics," 
Grubbs  states  his  perspective  with  a 
certain  finality,  which  might  offend 
some  readers.  He  is  stringent  on  cer- 
tain ethical  issues  such  as  capital  pun- 
ishment and  homosexuality.  Nonethe- 
less, he  insists  upon  a  theology  from  an 
Arminian  perspective. 

Grubbs'  passion  rises  to  the  forefront 
in  certain  theological  issues  such  as 
atonement,  the  doctrine  of  election,  the 
Virgin  Birth,  foot-washing,  and  speak- 
ing in  tongues. 


The  Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit 

Grubbs'  research  on  the  Holy  Spirit 
gives  evidence  to  his  careful  research 
and  thoughtful  analysis.  He  writes: 

Jesus  announces  to  His  disciples  that 
he  is  going  to  leave  them  in  body,  but 
that  he  would  come  to  them  as  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Yet  the  Holy  Spirit  would  be  "an- 
other" Paraclete,  which  has  been  trans- 
lated counselor  or  comforter.  He  is  an- 
other, and  yet  the  same.  He  is  another, 
yet  He  is  the  Father.  The  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Spirit  are  One  God.  The  Holy 
Spirit  dwells  within  every  Christian 
(14:16, 17).  He  is  the  indwelling  Christ 
(14:18,  20).  He  is  the  indwelling  Father 
(14:23).  So  God  dwells  within  the  lives 
of  Christians  in  the  person  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  The  Jews  believed  God  dwelt  in 
the  Holy  of  Holies  in  the  Temple,  but 
He  dramatically  demonstrated  that  a 
box  in  the  Most  Holy  Place,  even  if  that 
box  is  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant,  is  not 
the  dwelling  place  of  the  Omnipresent 
God.  The  veil  of  the  temple  was  torn  in 
two  from  top  to  bottom  (Mk.  15:38)  as 
Jesus  hung  on  the  cross.  God  is  not  in  a 
box,  He  dwells  within  the  lives  of  be- 
lievers in  the  Holy  Spirit  (p.  99). 

Conclusion 

A  Free  Will  Baptist  might  ask,  "Why 
read  a  systematic  theology  if  I  already 
know  what  I  believe?"  A  teacher  might 
ask,  "Should  we  use  Grubbs'  study  in 
our  classroom?"  Grubbs  might  reply, 
"Can  you  articulate  the  foundations  of 
your  belief?  Can  you  talk  about  faith, 
revelation,  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Cross, 
or  any  issues  with  a  full  view?"  Indeed, 
to  read  Grubbs'  carefully  crafted  theo- 
logical analysis  is  both  to  go  back  to  the 
origins  of  Free  Will  Baptist  thinking 
and  to  go  forward  to  the  application  of 
faith.  Kudos  to  our  Free  Will  Baptist 
scholar,  Harry  C.  Grubbs. 
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MOUNT  ZION  HOLDS  WORKSHOP 


THE  SAVING 


On  July  18-19, 2004,  Mount  Zion  Church  (Pamlico 
County)  was  privileged  to  host  a  workshop  on  "Per- 
sonal Prayer  Life."  Mrs.  Jean  Ackiss  of  Mount  Olive 
College  was  our  speaker. 

An  evening  meal  prepared  by  our  deacons  and 
wives,  and  a  fellowship  time  kicked  off  the  event. 
After  good  food  and  a  lot  of  talk  and  laughter,  we 
assembled  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  church  with  Bibles, 
pens,  and  pads  eager  to  dig  into  God's  Word. 

The  first  night's  lesson  was  based  on  John  15:1-7. 
We  established  that  salvation  through  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  unites  us  to  the  family  of  God.  Developing 
and  strengthening  our  personal  relationship  with 
God  comes  by  prayer,  spending  time  in  His  Word, 
allowing  the  Holy  Spirit  to  lead  us,  and  walking  in 
obedience  to  it.  As  we  travel  the  everyday  walks  of  our  lives,  growth  will  result  in 
staying  God-focused  instead  of  self-focused.  Abiding  in  Him  and  desiring  His 
will  for  our  lives  glorifies  Him.  This  is  when  prayer  becomes  most  effective. 

On  Monday  night  we  continued  our  study,  reviewing  many  of  God's  promises. 
We  must  walk  and  pray  by  faith  and  not  by  sight.  He  has  plans  for  us  (Jeremiah 
29:11)  and  they  are  always  best.  Ephesians  3:20  says  "[He]  . .  .is  able  to  do  exceed- 
ing abundantly  above  all  that  we  ask  or  think,  according  to  the  power  that  worketh 
in  us."  As  we  experience  Him  and  His  love  for  us,  our  prayer  life  will  become 
more  and  more  precious  and  a  great  tool  to  be  used  in  glorifying  Him. 

We  are  extremely  grateful  to  Mrs.  Ackiss  for  her  faithfulness  to  share  God's 
Word.  Through  studies  like  this  we  seek  to  enhance  our  witness,  as  individuals 
and  a  church.  It  is  our  desire  to  be  found  faithful  for  the  cause  of  Christ. 


Jean  Ackiss 


VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL 
AT  RUSSELL  CREEK  CHURCH 

"Power  Up!  Get  in  shape  God's  way  "God  is  able  to  build  you  up" — and  truly 
He  did  in  Vacation  Bible  School  at  Russell  Creek  Church  in  Beaufort,  NC. 

Vacation  Bible  School  began  on  Saturday,  June  26,  with  an  afternoon  of  theme- 
based  games  and  a  cook-out.  Sunday  through  Thursday  nights  each  had  power- 
ful lessons  in  loving,  accepting,  serving,  comforting,  and  forgiving  one  another 
reinforced  by  songs  involving  lots  of  physical  exercise  and  crafts  to  keep  remind- 
ing us  of  the  lessons  learned  long  after  Vacation  Bible  School  ended. 

All  these  combined  to  make  Vacation  Bible  School  at  Russell  Creek  a  great  time 
of  worship  and  learning  for  ages  four  through  adult.  Sweat  bands  really  came  in 
handy  during  music  time  with  only  the  adults  getting  too  tired  to  reach,  stretch, 
bend,  and  jump  while  singing  praises  to  our  Lord  each  evening  ending  with  ob- 
ject lessons  that  put  into  practice  what  we  had  learned  followed  by  a  visit  to  the 
Crunch  'n  Munch  Cafe.  At  Friday's  closing  program,  the  young  people  shared 
God's  message  in  songs  and  skits  then  proudly  showed  guests  their  classrooms 
and  craft  projects. 

Guests  also  made  a  final  stop  at  the  Crunch  'n  Munch  for  snacks  and  fellow- 
ship. Everyone  agreed  it  was  a  great  week  and  can  hardly  wait  for  next  year!  Until 
then  we  pray  God  will  keep  building  us  up  with  His  power  as  we  love  the  lessons 
we  learned. 


LIFE  OF  CHRIST 

by  Major  W.  Ian  Thomas 
Zondervan  Publishing  House,  1961 

Review  by  Frank  R.  Harrison 

The  Saving  Life  of  Christ  is  a  book  for 
every  minister  and  every  lay  person 
who  is  seeking  the  path  to  victorious 
Christian  living.  This  is  a  must  read  for 
new  converts  and  defeated  Christians 
who  are  struggling  in  their  Christian 
walk.  Major  Thomas  points  out  that 
many  people  who  have  come  to  Christ 
have  come  out  of  the  old  life  but  never 
have  gone  on  to  the  full,  joyous  life  in 
Christ. 

For  many  very  sincere  Christians  to- 
day, the  message  of  Christ  is  heard  and 
received,  but  it  is  never  translated  into 
daily  experiential  living.  This  book  ad- 
dresses that  attitude  and  presents  to  us 
the  triumphant  life  of  our  risen  Lord, 
indwelling  us  by  His  Holy  Spirit  as  the 
one  vital  essential  for  Christian  living. 

"The  Christian  life  is  an  exchanged 
life,"  says  the  author.  We  are  saved  by 
the  death  and  blood  of  Christ,  we  are 
to  live  in  the  power  of  His  resurrected 
life  as  He  lives  out  that  life  in  us  by  the 
Holy  Spirit. 


ASCEND 

CLEAN  HANDS 
PURE  HEART. 

(Psalms  24:3-4) 
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SPRING  HILL  WOMAN'S  AUXILARY 
INSTALLATION  OF  OFFICERS 

by  Sheila  Herring 


Front  row  (L-R):  Jean  F.  Ackiss,  President;  Mary  Smith,  Assistant 
Secretary;  Katie  Mitchell,  Treasurer;  Peggy  Blanton,  Benevolence;  Brenda 
Smith,  Program  Prayer.  Second  Row:  Vicki  Huffman,  Study  Course;  Sheila 
Herring,  Youth;  Charlotte  Beckworth,  Missions;  Eloise  Sutton,  Vice  Presi- 
dent. 


Spring  Hill  Church  Woman's  Auxiliary  recently  held  its 
installation  of  officers.  Eloise  Sutton,  vice  president,  held 
the  installation  service.  She  referred  to  the  installation  service 
in  Devotion  2004  and  presented  each  officer  with  a  toothbrush 
that  fitted  the  particular  office.  She  also  presented  each 
member  in  attendance  with  a  toothbrush  and  charged  them 
to  remember  that,  although  they  might  not  hold  an  office, 
they  also  have  a  responsibility  to  be  a  faithful  member  and 
helpmate  to  the  auxiliary. 


In  addition  to  the  regular  installation  program,  Eloise  being 
the  creative  spirit  she  is,  took  the  installation  service  to  a 
new  level.  Along  with  the  toothbrushes,  each  officer  was 
presented  with  an  item  that  would  also  remind  the  officer  of 
her  duties.  The  president  received  a  gold  bracelet  so  that 
she  can  wear  it  and  remember  the  never-ending  circle  of 
responsibility  that  her  office  entails.  Likewise,  the  vice 
president  received  a  skateboard  to  help  her  remember  the 
"ends  and  outs"  of  her  job!  The  secretary,  as  well  as  her 
assistant,  received  a  magnetic  clipboard  in  order  to  keep 
important  information  close  at  hand.  The  treasurer  received 
a  calculator  to  help  with  transactions.  The  benevolence  chair 
was  given  a  plaque  with  a  saying  about  "precious  things" 
so  that  she  can  remember  the  precious  job  she  has  of  keeping 
in  touch  with  those  who  need  a  hug  or  a  word  of 
encouragement.  Our  program-prayer  chairman  received  a 
program  protector  file  and  a  praying  hands  bookmark.  These 
will  encourage  her  to  keep  a  prayerful  vigil  over  the  monthly 
programs  to  ensure  they  are  taught  in  a  manner  that  brings 
glory  to  God.  The  study  course  chairman  received  a  Lamb 
magnet  to  remind  her  that  we  are  all  His  sheep  and  her  job 
is  to  help  feed  His  sheep  by  overseeing  the  duties  of  having 
three  study  courses  each  year.  The  youth  chairman  was  given 
a  charm  of  a  child  as  well  as  a  musical  band  magnet  to  remind 
her  of  the  "sounds  of  an  active  youth."  The  missions  chair 
was  given  airplane  candles  for  her  to  remember  to  keep  the 
auxiliary  informed  about  those  who  travel  abroad  to  serve 
the  Lord. 

This  was  truly  a  glorious  night  in  serving  the  Lord. 


TEE'S  CHAPEL  HOLDS  GROUNDBREAKING 


Tee's  Chapel  Church,  Smithfield,  NC,  recently  held  a  new  church  building  groundbreaking  ceremony.  The  new  building  will  include  a 
454-seat  sanctuary,  offices,  and  Sunday  School  rooms.  General  contractor,  Smithson,  Inc.  of  Rocky  Mount,  Project  Manager,  Jimmy 
Carson  (front  row,  fourth  from  left);  Pastor  Dennis  Pollock  (front  row  ninth  from  left);  and  congregational  members  are  looking  forward 
to  occupying  the  building  the  first  Sunday  in  November  2004. 
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WESTERN  DAY  AT 
EDWARD'S  CHAPEL 

by  The  Reverend  Ernest  Jones 

On  July  25,  2004,  Edward's 
Chapel  observed  a  "Wesern  Day." 
The  pastor  and  members  of  the 
church  were  seeking  a  means  to 
build  up  the  attendance  of  their 
Sunday  School  and  church  ser- 
vices. 

The  church  wanted  to  do  some- 
thing that  was  fun  for  the  kids  and 
the  adults  at  the  same  time.  So  the 
church  decided  to  ask  everyone  to 
wear  "western  attire"  to  Sunday 
School  and  Worship  service  on  that  day. 

We  begin  "Western  Day"  with  a  trailer  being  pulled  by  a  truck  or  a  tractor 
that  went  thorugh  the  community  and  gave  the  kids  a  ride  to  church.  When 
they  arrived  at  church  they  en- 
joyed a  time  of  fellowship  with 
treats  prepared  by  church  mem- 
bers. 

During  our  worship  service, 
we  had  judges  pick  the  five  best- 
dressed  kids,  who  received  a 
prize  for  first  place  and  four  run- 
ners-ups.  Michael  Taylor  (2nd 
from  left  in  the  picture  of  the  five 
winners)  won  the  first  place 
prize. 

Western  Day  at  our  church  was 
a  complete  success.  I  would  rec- 
ommend the  use  of  a  "Western 
Day"  to  any  other  church  that  is 
looking  for  a  fun  day  activity. 
Everyone  in  attendance  had  an  enjoyable  day  as  they  worshiped  the  Lord  in 
their  western  clothes.  There  were  51  present  for  Sunday  School,  which  is  a 
high  attendance  for  our  Sunday  School,  and  the  church  was  full  during  our 
worship  service. 

I  am  thankful  to  all  the  people  who  made  this  day  a  success  at  our  church. 
But  most  of  all,  I  am  thankful  to  God  for  His  bountiful  blessings  upon  us. 


Mark  Your  Calendars! 
for 

Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Convention 

September  14-16,  2004 
Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  NC 


RAPER:  HE 
CERTAINLY 
KEPT  THE 
WEEDS  DOWN 

The  original  article  was  written  by  Gene 
Price  of  the  Goldsboro-News- Argus.  It 
appeared  in  the  August  2, 2004  edition.  Re- 
printed with  permission. 

Dr.  Burkette  Raper  has  announced 
his  plans  to  retire  in  November.  He  has 
devoted  50  of  his  77  years  to  Mount 
Olive  College,  most  that  time  as  its 
president.  For  the  last  nine  years  he  has 
served  as  director  of  planned  giving. 

Virtually  everyone  agrees  that  had  it 
not  been  for  Burkette  Raper 's  vision, 
leadership  and  unstinting  efforts, 
Mount  Olive  College  as  we  know  it  to- 
day would  not  exist. 

In  1954,  the  Free  Will  Baptists  bor- 
rowed $25,000  and  bought  a  school 
building  long-abandoned  by  the 
Wayne  County  Board  of  Education.  The 
building  was  rundown,  and  the  sur- 
rounding "campus"  was  grown  up  in 
weeds. 

In  that  setting  and  with  less  than  $5 
in  its  "education  fund,"  the 
denomination's  leaders  announced 
that  this  would  become  its  college. 
Cynics  speculated  that  they  would  see, 
at  best,  a  run-of-the-mill  Bible  school. 
"At  least  they'll  keep  the  weeds  down," 
suggested  one  skeptic. 

But  the  naysayers  did  not  know 
Burkette  Raper. 

"If  we  can  provide  a  quality  educa- 
tion program,  the  buildings  will  come," 
he  told  a  visiting  newspaperman  as 
they  toured  the  old  structure  with  its 
sagging  ceilings  and  cracked  plaster 
walls  and  warped  floors. 

In  that  same  building,  the  visitor  also 
found  top  quality  laboratory  equip- 
ment and  enthusiastic  professors  mak- 
ing financial  sacrifices  to  be  a  part  of 
the  great  vision  that  would  become  the 
institution  we  see  today. 

In  the  minimum  time  possible, 
Mount  Olive  College  became  fully  ac- 
credited. 

And,  as  Burkette  Raper  envisioned, 
the  bricks  and  more  came.  The  old 
school  buildings  subsequently  was 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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again  abandoned  as  the  college  moved 
to  the  campus  that  now  graces  the  U.S. 
117  Bypass. 

While  Christian  education  and  val- 
ues have  always  been  important  parts 
of  the  institution,  Mount  Olive  is  a  lib- 
eral arts  four-year  school  that  has  at- 
tracted students  from  around  the 
world. 

Many  speculated  that  if  ever  the 


college  lost  Burkette  Raper,  it  would 
wither  on  the  vine.  But  the  foundation 
laid  by  Raper,  the  Free  Will  Baptists  and 
supporters  throughout  the  community 
and  across  the  country  is  rock  solid. 
When  Raper  stepped  down  as  presi- 
dent almost  10  years  ago,  Dr.  William 
Byrd  stepped  in,  and  the  pace  of  Mount 
Olive  College  never  skipped  a  beat. 
Raper,  in  his  "farewell  message"  to 


the  college,  was  quick  to  remind  us  that 
he  is  "not  retiring  from  life  or  my  call- 
ing. "  He  plans  to  spend  more  time  with 
his  family  and  do  some  writing. 

In  the  institution  that  is  Mount  Ol- 
ive College,  Burkette  Raper  already  has 
written  one  of  the  truly  great  stories  in 
our  state  and  nation.  Nowhere  else  has 
an  institution  come  so  far  from  such 
humble  beginnings. 


POWHATAN  CHURCH  NEWS 


Powhatan  sponsors  a  Senior  Citi- 
zen luncheon  the  first  Monday  of  ev- 
ery month.  On  July  5,  deacon  Aubrey 
Bunn  brought  a  message  on  what  the 
church  has  meant  to  him,  especially 
since  the  accident  which  resulted  in 
his  being  in  a  wheelchair.  He  is  so 
thankful  to  have  a  loving  church  fam- 
ily with  a  spirit  of  cooperation  that 
addresses  the  needs  of  its  members 
and  of  the  community.  He  said  given 
the  choice  of  knowing  the  faith  he 
now  knows  as  a  Christian  or  going 
back  to  being  able  to  walk,  he  would 
stay  in  his  wheelchair.  Sometimes 
when  we -are  humbled,  we  under- 
stand more  clearly  the  importance  of 
placing  our  trust  in  the  Lord. 

Scott  Satterfield,  Youth  Pastor  at 
Black  Jack  in  Greenville,  was  the  vis- 
iting speaker  for  Powhatan's  Youth 
Revival  on  July  10.  He  said  it  takes 
courage  to  step  out  of  our  "boxes"  to 
follow  God's  leading  but  we  must 
have  courage  like  the  explorer  Chris- 
topher Columbus  and  Noah  in  the 
Old  Testament  and  be  willing  to  step 
out  if  we  want  to  discover  a  new, 
spiritual  world  of  service.  Scott  told 


Some  of  the  Powhatan  mis- 
sionaries at  the  Nashville  air- 
port on  July  18  were:  Greg  Bass, 
Nicole  Lee,  Nikki  Jones,  Leah 
Boykin,  Roberta  Widhalm, 
Janet  Jones,  and  Crystal  Guy. 


the  youth  to  not  be  afraid  to  make  un- 
popular  choices  if  they  were  the 
choices  that  were  in  keeping  with 
Bible  teaching.  Nothing  this  world 
can  offer  -  popularity,  riches,  status 
-  is  worth  betraying  the  leading  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Don't  try  to  limit  God 
just  to  what  we  are  familiar  with,  be- 
cause He  is  so  much  bigger  than  our 
imaginations. 

Powhatan  had  six  youth  (Greg  Bass 
II,  Leah  Boykin,  Crystal  Guy,  Nikki 
Jones,  Nicole  Lee,  &  Roberta 
Widhalm)  and  five  adults  (Diana 
Bass,  Jackie  Guy,  Rita  Jones,  Janet 
Jones,  &  Ann  Narron)  on  the  Youth 


by  Rita  Jones 

Convention  Nashville  Mission  team. 
The  work  was  hard  but  it  was  a  spiri- 
tually rewarding  experience.  First- 
time  missionary  adults,  Janet  and 
Ann,  cleaned  an  apartment  on  Thurs- 
day at  the  Martha  O'Bryan  Center 
and  worked  at  the  Monroe  Harding 
Home  on  Friday.  They  were  humbled 
and  impressed  by  the  service  oppor- 
tunity and  the  spirit  of  unity  in  the 
young  people  who  worked  together. 

The  youth  group  traveled  to 
Fayetteville  for  the  free  concert  by 
Warren  Barfield  and  Russ  Lee  at 
Rowan  Park  on  Saturday,  July  31.  It 
was  great  to  see  Rena  Hill,  the  sister 
of  Warren  Barfield  and  member  of 
"Third  Promise,"  out  of  the  hospital 
and  present  at  the  concert.  The  con- 
cert was  sponsored  by  the  Christian 
Learning  Network  radio  station  in 
celebration  of  10  years  in  the  area. 
There  were  t-shirts,  games,  prizes, 
and  lots  of  good  fellowship  for  the 
evening. 

Please  plan  to  join  us  for  the  next 
Cape  Fear  Youth  Rally  on  September 
4  being  hosted  by  Powhatan. 


Some  of  the  faces  at  the  Setuor 
Citizen  dinner  in  July  were: 
Margaret  Lee  Blinson,  Pearl 
Wood,  Inez  West,  and  others. 
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NASHVILLE  MISSION  EXPERIENCE 


On  Wednesday,  July  14,  52  mis- 
sionaries flew  from  Raleigh- 
Durham  International  Airport  to 
Nashville. 

In  order  to  serve  a  variety  of 
people,  we  split  into  four  groups 
and  traveled  to  our  assigned  desti- 
nations for  the  day.  Our  group  went 
to  the  King's  Daughters  Day  Home 
where  we  divided  again  into  five 
sets  to  wash  cots,  clean  cubbies  and 
tables,  clean  bathrooms — whatever 
was  needed.  We  scrubbed  an  old 
stove  (donated  by  Elvis  Presley 
through  his  manager  Colonel 
Parker's  wife)  and  cleaned  the  rest 
of  the  kitchen.  We  organized  book- 
cases and  closets  and  vacuumed  the 
entry  area.  In  the  afternoon,  we 
were  able  to  interact  on  the  play- 
ground with  the  children  and  the 
teenagers  especially  liked  that  part 
of  the  day  The  director  was  very 
pleased  with  our  efforts  and 
thanked  us,  saying  money  was  won- 
derful, but  you  really  had  to  have 
volunteers  who  were  willing  to  give 
their  time  to  be  successful.  The  chil- 
dren need  to  see  a  smiling  face  and 
be  made  to  feel  special  and  we  tried 
to  do  that. 


Groups  regathered  at  the  hotel 
and  we  went  to  dinner  at  the  un- 
usual "Rain  Forest  Cafe"  and 
shopped  at  Opry  Mills  mall  that 
evening.  During  our  devotion  later, 
we  discussed  what  we  had  done  that 
day  and  some  people  really  had 
humbling  experiences.  Some  had 


"It's  a  Jungle  Out  There1 

by  Rita  Jones 

cleaned  apartments  at  the  Martha 
O'Bryan  Center  that  were  almost 
uninhabitable  except  by  roaches. 
The  elderly  man  with  a  walker  told 
them  they  probably  kept  him  from 
getting  evicted  for  another  month. 


The  mission  work  continued  on 
Friday  with  some  groups  changing 
from  the  Thursday  groups.  Our 
group  went  to  the  Martha  O'Bryan 
Center  and  painted  windows  that 
had  been  washed  and  taped  in 
preparation  by  another  group  the 
day  before.  We  delivered  some 
items  to  one  of  the  apartments  in  the 
project — a  very  scary  neighborhood. 
We  dug  up  iris  bulbs  and  cleaned  an 
area  for  landscaping  after  lunch.  Pat 
Godwin  and  Jackie  Guy 
worked  in  the  kitchen  as 
dishwashers  and  cleaners 
for  part  of  the  afternoon. 
The  facility  is  a  circle  of  hope 
in  the  midst  of  a  dreary,  poor 
area  of  projects.  They  run  a 
Meals  on  Wheels  program, 
offer  counseling,  child  care, 
a  food  bank,  clothes  ex- 
change, and  other  activities 
to  the  poverty-stricken  com- 
munity. Dennis,  the  man 
who  told  us  he  just  cut  the 
grass,  was  an  interesting 
character.  He  had  come  to 
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the  center  years  ago  because  he 
needed  help  and  had  to  repay  with 
20  hours  of  community  service.  He 
loved  it  and  they  later  hired  him  to 
help  out.  To  look  at  his  long  hair,  it 
would  be  easy  to  judge  him  but  we 
later  learned  his  hair  was  being 
grown  to  donate  to  cancer  victims. 
He  really  appreciated  our  help  and 
begged  us  to  come  again  sometime. 

On  Sunday,  our  last  complimen- 
tary breakfast  was  enjoyed  and  most 
bags  were  brought  to  the  lobby  be- 
fore devotions.  Scott  and  Janie  tried 
to  sum  up  our  mission  "experience" 
and  tell  how  God  was  in  all  that 
went  on  from  the  first  planning  to 
the  work  we  did.  Our  challenge  was 
to  "Go  Light  the  World"  as  in  the 
song  by  Kathy  Troccoli.  We  lit 
candles  and  stood  in  a  circle  quietly 
ending  our  Nashville  event.  Janie 
mentioned  a  comment  that  Greg 
Bass  (Powhatan-Cape  Fear)  had 
made  about  his  day  — "I  just  wanted 
to  give  them  something."  Whether 
it  is  a  smile,  a  kind  word,  some  hard 
labor,  or  just  a  listening  ear  -  there 
are  people  in  need  in  the  jungle  that 
we  should  reach  out  to.  Are  we  will- 
ing to  continue  to  serve  when  we  are 
back  home  in  our  "comfortable" 
places? 


in  the  §gBcWafht 


lew 


Deep  Rum,  NorlL  Carolina 
Easleirai  Comfa 


rereiraee 


"This  church  was  established  in 
1944,  but  the  original  church  dates 
back  to  1895  and  is  now  used  for  a 
pack  house,"  explained  John  Taylor. 
"That  pack  house  is  behind  Oliver 
Smith's  house  and  you  can  see  some 
of  the  old  kerosene  lamps  first  used 
in  the  old  church.  This  area  was  called 
Piccadilly,  but  the  church  got  the 
name  of  Smith's  New  Home  because 
Smith  was  the  one  at  the  Conference 
and  the  secretary  recorded  his  name. 
At  least  that's  what  we  think,"  ex- 
plained John  Taylor  as  he  showed 
guests  through  the  church. 

Outside  the  rain  was  gently  falling 
and  all  rejoiced  because  the  crops 
needed  the  rain. 

Sunday  Morning  Service 
Music  filled  the  church  with  voices 
singing,  For  A  Thousand  Tongues  To 
Sing.  The  Rev.  Walter  Sutton  read 
from  Acts  10:34-48  and  then  prayed, 
"We  come  boldly  before  your  throne 
of  grace,  Lord.  Thank  you  for  this 
good  rain  falling  upon  the  people  of 
this  community.  We  pray  that  noth- 
ing but  good  will  come  from  these 
drops  of  water.  Open  our  ears,  open 
our  hearts,  open  our  heads  so  that 
what  we  hear  we  will  hear  with  glad- 
ness. Father,  give  us  guidance.  We 


pray  for  all  the  men  and  women  serv- 
ing in  some  branch  of  the  defense 
system  of  this  nation.  Enough  blood 
has  already  flowed.  Somehow  bring 
peace  to  the  nations  of  this  world  so 
people  can  live  their  lives  in  peace 
and  good  will." 


The  Rev.  Walter  J.  Sutton  is  pastor  at 
Smith's  New  Home  OFWB  Church. 


The  Smith's  New  Home  choir  sang, 
Stand  Up,  Stand  Up,  For  Jesus.  The  con- 
gregation sang,  O  Beautiful  For  Spa- 
cious Skies.  Pastor  Sutton  then  gave  a 
special  church  gift  to  Ronald  Chris- 
topher Smith,  Jr.  who  graduated  from 
South  Lenoir  High  School. 


iome  OFWB  CUrX 


Dr.  Pepper 
Worthington 
Circuit  Writer 


Rev.  Michael 

Warning 
Circuit  Artist 


Editor's  Note:  The  Free  Will  Baptist 
announces  the  beginning  of  a  new 
column,  In  the  Spotlight.  The  Rev. 
Michael  Warning  and  Dr.  Pepper 
Worthington  are  acting  as  circuit 
witnesses  to  our  church  life  across  the 
denomination.  Rev.  Warning's  pen  and 
ink  sketch  and  Dr.  Worthington's 
account  of  a  Sunday  service  hope  to 
awaken  a  new  interest  in  what  is  going 
on  in  our  churches  across  the 
denomination.  Each  issue  of  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  in  2004  will  feature  a 
church  visited  by  our  circuit  witnesses. 

Pentecost  Sunday/ 
Memorial  Monday 

"Today  is  Pentecost  Sunday,"  be- 
gan Sutton.  "We  are  50  days  from  the 
celebration  of  the  Resurrection  of  the 
Lord  Jesus.  Tomorrow  will  be  Memo- 
rial Day.  Pentecost  marks  the  descent 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  within  us.  Memo- 
rial Day  marks  the  memory  of  the 
men  and  women  who  served  and 
some  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  de- 
fense of  this  country,"  noted  Sutton. 


The  Rev.  Walter  Sutton  presents  a 
church  gift  to  Ronald  Christopher  Smith  Jr. 
who  graduated  from  South  Lenoir  High 
School. 

"How  are  Pentecost  Sunday  and 
Memorial  Monday  compatible?" 
Sutton  asked.  He  linked  the  two  days 
by  noting  what  both  have  in  com- 
mon. (1)  Both  have  spiritual  values. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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(2)  Both  are  about  the  human  body. 
Pentecost  Sunday  is  about  the  body 
being  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Memorial  Day  is  about  the  bodies 
buried  beneath  the  surface  of  the 
Earth.  (3)  Both  days  involve  life  here 
on  this  Earth — one  with  Christian 
spirit,  one  with  citizenship  spirit.  (4) 
Both  days  involve  God,  the  church, 
and  the  nation.  "God  alone  can 
forgive  sin,  and  both  the  church  and 
the  nation  receive  benefit,"  declared 
Sutton.  (5)  Both  days  make  visible  the 
most  noble  and  honorable  codes. 
"Pentecost  Sunday  is  a  day  in  which 
God  has  memorialized  the  free  gift 
of  salvation,  while  Memorial  Day 
memorializes  the  people  who  wear 
our  military  uniform.  Look  at  the 
shoulder  pads,  the  bars,  the  stripes, 
the  medals,  the  stars  on  the  collar. 
These  have  served  faithfully,"  Sutton 
declared.  (6)  Both  days  value  the 
human  body.  "Soldiers  who  fall 
behind  are  not  left  behind,"  explained 
Sutton.  "The  body  is  gathered  up,  the 
family  is  notified,  and  there  is  a 
decent  burial.  And  Pentecost  Sunday 
reminds  us  that  the  body  is  the 
temple  of  God,"  he  emphasized. 


The  Smith's  New  Home  Choir  sang,  "Stand  Up,  Stand  Up,  For  Jesus." 


"You  know,"  added  Sutton,  "it  is 
important  to  visit  the  gravesites  of 
our  military  and  of  the  men  and 
women  who  have  served  this  church 
faithfully.  We  need  to  see  the 
gravesites  of  the  people  who  began 
our  denomination.  Some  of  the 
prettiest  pieces  of  the  ministry  of  the 
Convention  of  Free  Will  Baptists  are 


the  planned  pilgrimages  to  the  early 
beginnings  of  this  denomination.  Dr. 
Michael  Pelt  has  led  some  of  these 
pilgrimages.  This  is  a  way  to  honor 
those  who  have  served  faithfully,"  he 
said. 

"Remember,"  he  concluded,  "if 
you  are  willing  to  forget  the  dead, 
then  you  will  forget  the  living." 


Smith 's  New  Home  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Deep  Run,  North  Carolina 
Eastern  Conference 
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Beginning  with  the  January  2005 
issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist, 

the  advertising  rates  listed  below  will  take  effect.These 
charges  will  apply  to  any  announcements,  coming  event 
listings,  invitations,  and  registration  forms.  There  is  no 
charge  for  article  submissions.  If  you  have  any  questions, 
contact  the  editor  at  (800)  849-3927  ext.  227  or  by 
e-mail  at  <editor@fwbpress.com>. 
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space.  We  reserve  the  right  to  condense  space  as  neces- 
sary. You  will  be  charged  only  for  the  actual  size  used 
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The  deadline  for  submissions  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist  is 
the  5th  day  of  the  month  prior  to  publication.  (Example: 
Items  to  be  published  in  a  January  issue  must  be  in  no 
later  than  the  5th  day  of  December.)  You  may  submit 
items  by  any  of  the  following  methods: 

•  E-mail  to  <editor@fwbpress.com>, 

•  Fax  to  (252)  746-9248,  Attn:  Editor, 

•  Hand  deliver,  or 

•  Mail  to:  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

PO  Box  159 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 

*no  phone-in  or  handwritten  information  will  be 
accepted!  All  material  must  be  typed  (double-spaced)! 
^Pictures  are  not  returned  unless  there  is  an  ap- 
propriate  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  included! 

Submissions  for  Personal  Information  Changes  will  be  run 
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)  No  one  can  live  in  doubt  f 
|  when  they  have  prayed  in  faith.  ( 


Churches  £  Ministry 
Positions  Available. 


Reedy  Branch  Church,  Pitt  County,  is  seeking  a  youth  director. 
Any  interested  persons  should  send  a  resume  to:  Reedy 
Branch  Church,  Youth  Committee,  4457  Reedy  Branch  Rd., 
Winterville,  NC  28590. 

Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Central  Conference,  has  begun  the 
search  for  a  part-time  Youth  Director.  Persons  interested  in 
this  position  may  call  Linda  Taylor  at  (252)  717-5996  or  send 
resumes  to:  Pleasant  Hill  OFWB  Church,  Search  Committee, 
8539  Hwy  43  S.,  Grimesland,  NC  27837. 

The  Reverend  Robert  M.  May  is  available  for  interim,  pulpit, 
supply,  or  revivals.  You  may  contact  him  at  (252)  332-5743  or 
by  mail  at  146  Slaughter  Rd.,  Ahoskie,  NC  27910. 

The  Reverend  Swade  Benson  is  available  for  full-time,  part- 
time,  or  interim  pastoral  services.  Interested  persons  may 
contact  him  by  phone  at  (919)  553-4837. 

The  Reverend  Charles  Petit,  is  available  for  pastoral  or  supply 
work.  You  may  contact  him  at  (919)  553-5741. 

Dublin  Grove  Church,  Aurora,  NC  is  seeking  a  part-time 
minister.  Those  interested  may  contact  Troy  Peele  by  phone 
at  (252)  322-5548,  e-mail  at  <Tessie@pamlico.net>  or  Mrs. 
Mildred  Brothers  by  phone  at  (252)  322-4133. 


Kenly  Church  is  seeking  a  full-time  pastor.  Anyone  interested 
may  send  a  confidential  resume  to:  Earl  Blackmon,  PO  Box 
321,  Kenly,  NC  27542. 


WANTS  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU  IF  YOU: 

have  a  new  address,  received  damaged  or  duplicate 
copies,  missed  an  issue,  experienced  any  billing  prob- 
lems, or  you  want  to  renew.  You  may  contact  us  by 
e-mail  at:  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone  at 
(252)  746-6128  or  (800)  849-3927. 
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Meeting  dates  and  locations  are  subject  to  change.  You  are  encouraged  to  call  in  advance  to  confirm  meeting  schedules. 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

1 

2 

3 

4 

UdOlClM  OUIII 

Sunday  School 
Training 

5 

6 

rtlUcllldl  It; 

Conference 

7 

*_»aptz  real 

Conference 
Sunday  School 
Training 

8 

9 

10 

11 

7:30  p.m.  Albemarle 
Youth  Convention 

Central  Conf.  Board 
of  Ordination  Meeting 

Eastern  Conference 
Sunday  School 
Training 

12 

13 

Albemarle  Woman's^  i 
Auxiliary  Convention 

Central  Conf.  SS  Training 

Fall  Break — MOC 

Western  Conference — 
Flood's  Chapel 

LL  Executive  Board,  VFW 
Bldg.,  Snow  Hill,  7  pm. 

15 

Fall  Break— MOC 

16 

Cape  Fear  Fall 
Festival  Rally  at 
Haymount 

Fall  Break — MOC 

Pee  Dee 

Association — 9  a.m. 

17 

Fall  Break— MOC 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Eastern 

Conference  — Antioch 

22 

23 

24 

Western 
Conference 
Sunday  School 
Training 

25 

Cape  Fear 
Minister's 
Fellowship — 
10  a.m. 

2.6 

Wayne  County 
Dinner— MOC 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Cape  Fear 

Union  Meeting — 10  a.m. 

Duplin  County 

Dinner— MOC  , 

31 

NOTESI                                                                   COMING  SOON  I    November  5:  Layman's  League 

State  Meeting 

J 
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The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote 
the  cause  of  Christ  among  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists,  and  we  reserve  the  right  to 
refuse  any  article  or  news  that  is 
inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs, 
or  policies,  and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit 
of  harmony  and  cooperation  with  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation  and  the 
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reflect  the  beliefs  and  policies  of  the  editor 
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For  though  I  preach  the  gospel,  I  have  nothing 
to  glory  of:  for  necessity  is  laid  upon  me;  yea, 
woe  is  unto  me,  if  I  preach  not  the  gospel! 
(1  Corinthians  9:16). 


Seasons  of  Change 

by  Darren  E.  Davenport,  Editor 


Fall  weather  is  here.  It's  already  starting  to  turn  cool. 
The  cool  part  I  like — along  with  the  fall  scenery.  The 
weather  is  changing.  It  does  this  every  so  often  because 
God  created  it  to  be  that  way.  Maybe  it's 
His  way  of  refreshing  and  revitalizing  the 
planet  on  which  we  live.  If  this  is  true, 
change  would  seem  to  be  a  necessary  part 
of  life. 

How  many  of  us  would  still  prefer  to 
use  an  outhouse  instead  of  the  modern 
convenience  of  indoor  plumbing?  And  what  about  the 
convenience  of  cellular  phones?  I  recently  lost  mine, 
and  believe  me,  I  felt  "incomplete"  without  it.  I  could 
go  on  about  changes  that  have  taken  place  over  time 


that  have  been  beneficial  to  our  lives.  So,  why  then,  is 
it  so  hard  for  us  to  change  within  the  church  setting? 
Why  do  we  so  dogmatically  refuse  to  make  a  meeting 
time  change  or  an  activity  change  or  a  ser- 
vice change?  Why  do  we  get  so  stuck  in 
the  same  old  routine?  Don't  get  me  wrong, 
you  shouldn't  change  just  for  the  sake  of 
change.  But  in  an  ever-changing  society,  it 
is  imperative  that  we  make  some  changes 
so  that  we  can  meet  people's  needs  wher- 
ever they  may  be.  Paul  tells  us  that  in  1  Corinthians 
9:16-23.  Methods  must  sometimes  change  to  reap  the 
harvest  in  this  techno  society,  but  remember,  the  Gos- 
pel Message  must  never  change.  That  is  imperative! 


"We've  Never  Done  It  That  Way  Before" 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus 


Each  generation  has  its  traditions — customs, 
practices,  or  sayings  that  have  been  passed  down  from 
generation  to  generation.  For  example,  we  have  certain 
family  traditions  that  have  continued  and  endured  for 
generations.  Holidays  are  usually  times  of  traditional 
meals,  and  at  Christmas,  gifts  are  exchanged.  With  the 
passing  of  time,  however,  traditions  change,  family 
members  pass  from  the  scene  and  certain  traditions  die, 
or  they  change,  and  we  no  longer  return  to  the  home 
place  where  traditions,  for  us,  had  their  beginnings. 

What  about  church  traditions?  Perhaps  they  die 
harder  than  any  others;  yet,  changes  are  taking  place, 
but  slowly.  Free  Will  Baptists  are  a 
traditional  people  and  seem  to 
reluctantly  adapt  to  new  trends.  A 
generation  or  two  ago,  most  of  our 
churches  did  not  offer  worship 
services  each  Sunday,  some  only 
once  a  month  and  others  only  twice 
a  month.  Gradually,  our  churches 
decided  to  "go  to"  full-time  services  with  two  worship 
services  each  Sunday  and  prayer  meeting  or  Bible  study 
on  Wednesday  evenings.  It  was  a  period  of  transition, 
a  breaking  with  tradition.  Of  major  concern  was  "How 
are  we  going  to  pay  the  preacher?"  Now  there  are 
churches  that  offer  three  worship  services  each 
Sunday — an  early  service,  then  Sunday  School,  the 
traditional  11  a.m.  service,  and  the  evening  service. 
Sunday  Schools  have  been  squeezed  in  between  the  two 
morning  services.  Traditionally,  Sunday  Schools  begin 
with  a  general  assembly,  where  everyone  meets 
together  in  the  sanctuary.  There  is  hymn  or  chorus 
singing,  prayer,  an  offering,  announcements,  the 


reading  of  the  Lesson  Scripture,  or  at  least  reference  to 
it,  and  then  on  to  class.  A  few  Sunday  Schools  have 
broken  away  from  the  assembly.  In  such  cases, 
announcements  are  made  over  the  intercom,  or 
programmed  on  the  computer.  Each  class  carries  out 
its  own  few  minutes  of  business,  thus  allowing  more 
time  for  the  teaching  and  discussion  of  the  lesson.  (We 
know  that  a  successful  Sunday  School  is  of  utmost 
importance  in  church  growth.)  The  use  of  modern 
teaching  techniques  and  equipment  are  being  applied 
to  the  Sunday  School  ministry,  which  necessitates  a 
break  with  tradition. 

There  was  a  time  when  youth 
workers  and  church  officers 
consisted  of  volunteers.  Traditionally, 
that's  the  way  it  was  done.  There  was 
no  budgeting  available  to  fill  these 
positions.  But  in  recent  years 
churches  have  been  seeking  youth 
ministers,  or  directors,  and  hiring 
music  directors,  secretaries,  and  personnel  trained  in 
computer  technology.  Yes,  indeed,  "things  are-a- 
changing." 

Let  it  be  understood,  however,  that  we  must  remain 
firm  in  the  faith,  stand  firm  on  moral  and  biblical 
principles  of  right  and  wrong,  and  proclaim  our 
doctrinal  truths  without  compromise.  In  breaking  with 
traditions,  we  must  not  compromise  the  truths  of  the 
Word.  Traditions  die  hard,  and  some  should,  but  let  us 
always"  ...earnestly  contend  for  the  faith  which  was 
once  delivered  unto  the  saints"  (Jude  1:3).  If  breaking 
with  certain  traditions  truly  extends  His  Kingdom,  so 
be  it. 
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RECOGNIZING  THE  LARGER  BODY  OF  CHRIST 


We  often  forget  they're  even  out 
there.  We  have  become  such  a  self- 
centered  society,  that  they  are  easy  to 
overlook.  We  focus  on  "me,  me,  me" 
and  "mine,  mine,  mine"  and  forget 
we  are  not  the  only  ones  in  existence. 
We  forget  there  are  Christians  all  over 
the  community,  county,  state,  nation, 
continent,  and  world.  We  fail  to 
remember  that  all  Christians 
everywhere  make  up  the  entire  Body 
of  Christ. 

The  first  Sunday  of  October  is 
designated  World  Communion 
Sunday  for  that  very  reason. 

"What  is  World  Communion 
Sunday?"  you  might  ask. 

According  to  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  website 

<www.nccusa.org>,  it  is  the  day  in 
which  "we  celebrate  our  oneness  in 
Christ,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  in  the 
midst  of  the  world  we  are  called  to 
serve — a  world  ever  more  in  need  of 
peacemaking." 

With  roots  dating  back  to  a  meeting 
of  Presbyterian  ministers  in  1935, 
World  Communion  Sunday  is  being 
celebrated  for  the  68th  year  this 
October.  Meeting  to  discuss  the 
spiritual  needs  of  a  nation  in  the 
midst  of  the  Great  Depression,  the 
ministers  decided  to  observe  World 
Communion  Sunday  on  the  first 
Sunday  jn  November,  close  to 
"Armistice  Day"  which  celebrated 
the  end  of  World  War  I.  By  observing 
World  Communion  Day,  they  hoped 
to  undermine  the  worldwide  conflict 
of  the  day  and  lead  the  way  in  ending 
violence  and  bringing  peace  to  all 
nations.  It  was  eventually  moved  to 
the  first  Sunday  in  October,  and  other 
denominations  quickly  began  to  take 
part. 

Although  many  things  have 
changed  in  the  last  68  years,  one  thing 


by  Marci  R.  Rollins 

has  remained  the  same:  The  need  for 
world  peace  and  the  need  for  us  to 
remember  our  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Christ  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  Listed 
below  are  some  suggestions  as  to 
how  your  congregation  can  creatively 
celebrate  World  Communion  Day: 

WORLD  COMMUNION 
DAY  IDEAS 

•  Offer  prayers  in  languages  other 
than  English. 

•  Sing  hymns  representing  various 
ethnic  traditions. 

•  Use  international  recipes  for 
making  the  communion  bread. 

•  Have  children  dress  in  ethnic  cos- 
tumes and  sing  songs  in  different 
languages. 

•  Have  worshipers  move  to  differ- 
ent areas  in  the  sanctuary  to  re- 
ceive the  communion  elements 
by  intinction.  This  movement  to 
different  places  will  help  remind 
us  of  the  four  corners  of  the 
world,  the  six  continents,  etc. 

•  Use  visual  images  such  as  video 
or  slide  projections  of  Christians 
around  the  world. 

•  Do  a  drama  portraying  other  na- 
tionalities as  being  part  of  the 
body  of  Christ. 

•  Use  a  creative  litany  in  which  the 
readers  are  scattered  around  the 
sanctuary  to  remind  worshipers 
that  they  are  surrounded  by  the 
global  body  of  Christ. 

•  Invite  a  guest  speaker  from  a  dif- 
ferent cultural  background. 


•  Have  someone  who  has  been  on 
a  mission  trip  speak  about  his  or 
her  experience. 

•  Invite  other  churches  in  the  com- 
munity (different  denominations 
and  races)  to  have  a  joint  worship 
service  with  your  congregation. 

•  Display  global  banners. 

•  Have  a  missions  fair  with  infor- 
mation about  different  cultures 
and  samples  of  their  foods  in  the 
educational  building  or  fellow- 
ship hall. 

As  you  can  see,  there  are  a  variety 
of  ways  we  can  implement  this  tra- 
dition into  our  worship  services. 
Whether  we  choose  to  observe  it  very 
simply  or  very  elaborately,  the  impor- 
tant thing  is  that  we  remember  we  are 
not  the  only  Christians  out  there.  We 
are  part  of  a  great  body  of  Christ. 

More  information  and  ideas  can  be 
obtained  by  visiting  <www.nccusa.org> 
and  <www.worldprayers.org>. 


'a 
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TURNING  DISABILITY  INTO  OPPORTUNITY 


Disability  is  a  word  that  elicits 
many  thoughts  and  emotions — both 
positive  and  negative. 

Typically,  one  imagines  the  end  of 
life  and  productivity.  In  a  culture  that 
defines  itself  by  its  business  and  com- 
petitiveness, people  who  are  forced 
to  drop  out  of  the  work  force  lose  an 
important  component  of  their  iden- 
tity. We  define  ourselves  by  our  work 
and  our  work  validates  us.  Often  we 
have  seen  television  footage  of  people 
on  disability  doing  heavy  manual  la- 
bor. The  disability  scam  is  often  in  the 
back  of  our  minds.  Even  people  who 
are  legitimately  disabled  live  with  a 
certain  level  of  skepticism  from  their 
working  friends  and  family.  I  have  a 
friend  who  actually  went  off  perma- 
nent disability  when  her  chronic  con- 
dition improved  enough  to  return  to 
work — rare  indeed. 

Pastors  are  expected  to  be  friends 
of  everyone  but  close  to  no  one.  They 
often  live  in  a  crowded  isolation.  As 
much  as  a  minister  strives  to  be  neu- 
tral and  not  have  favorites,  there  are 
always  church  members  who  stand 
out.  Ervin  Hollifield  was  such  a  per- 
son for  me.  His  recent  passing  re- 
minded me  of  his  story  that  must  be 
shared. 

I  became  friends  with  Ervin  dur- 
ing my  first  full-time  pastorate  out  of 
Bible  College.  While  we  had  been 
long-time  family  friends,  I  was  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  his  brother,  Pas- 
tor Milton  Hollifield.  I  had  only  a  ca- 
sual and  occasional  contact  with 
Ervin.  This  all  changed  when  I  went 
to  a  mill  town  in  the  foothills  of  west- 
ern North  Carolina  to  pastor  the 
church  he  attended.  I  remember  his 
presence  from  the  very  beginning.  He 
was  a  source  of  support  and  encour- 
agement. I  soon  learned  that  his  path- 
way to  ministry  came  through  the 
doorway  of  disability. 

Ervin  and  his  brother  Milton  had  a 
hardscrabble  childhood.  They  left 
home  when  Ervin  was  9  years  of  age 
and  lived  on  the  generosity  of  who- 


by  The  Reverend  Mark  Hogan 

ever  would  take  them  in.  There  is  a 
real  Dickensonian  feel  to  their  story. 
They  changed  schools  almost  every 
year  due  to  their  constant  moves.  Yet 
he  and  his  brother  (a  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist minister  for  over  60  years),  pos- 
sessed a  strength  of  character,  keen 
wit,  natural  manual  dexterity,  sense 
of  humor,  and  work  ethic  necessary 
to  succeed  in  both  civilian  life  and 
military  service. 

In  his  professional  life,  Ervin  be- 
came one  of  the  most  respected  tool 
and  die  makers  in  the  region.  He  of- 
ten told  of  being  flown  up  to  New 
York  to  trouble  shoot  problems  in  a 
Brooklyn  factory.  It  may  have  been 
his  talent  and  work  ethic  that  led  to 
the  turning  point  in  his  life.  The  good- 
humored,  hard  working  family  man 
had  a  massive  and  debilitating  heart 
attack  at  46  years  of  age.  This  was  the 
kind  of  heart  attack  that  most  people 
don't  survive.  The  years  of  high 
stress,  double  shifts  and  multiple  jobs 
finally  took  their  toll.  This  man  who 
mostly  defined  himself  by  his  work 
was  told  he  could  not  work  any  more. 

He  had  his  first  open-heart  surgery 
the  next  year.  The  physical  healing 
would  be  the  easiest  part  of  his  re- 
covery. His  doctor  told  him  he  could 
handle  a  level  of  physical  labor,  but 
not  the  stress  and  pressure  of  a  job. 
The  challenge  he  faced  was  physical, 
emotional,  and  spiritual.  What  does 
a  man  do  who  is  struck  down  in  the 
prime  of  life?  What  is  left  for  him? 
Thus  began  his  journey  from  disabil- 
ity to  opportunity. 

By  the  time  I  became  his  pastor, 
Ervin  had  carved  out  a  ministry  from 
his  misfortune.  He  led  a  group  of 
young  men  through  Bible  study  and 
prayer  twice  a  week.  These  were 
troubled  youth  at  a  residential  juve- 
nile offender's  facility  about  20  miles 
from  his  home.  These  were  kids  in 
trouble  with  the  law,  who  desperately 
needed  an  example  of  grace.  Ervin 
became  a  channel  of  God's  love  to 
these  boys.  He  became  the  de  facto 


pastor  to  the  kids.  He  had  a  "cottage" 
of  young  men  he  nurtured  and  taught 
the  Gospel  and  ways  of  grace.  Many 
prayed  to  receive  Christ.  Upon  their 
graduation  from  the  juvenile  center, 
he  would  give  them  a  Bible  and  a 
watch.  They  were  given  a  Bible  to 
guide  their  paths  and  a  watch  to  re- 
mind them  of  the  brevity  of  life.  On 
Wednesday  evenings,  birthdays  were 
celebrated  with  ice  cream  and  cake, 
no  doubt  the  first  many  of  these  kids 
had  known.  Only  God  knows  the 
eternal  impact  of  the  hours  spent 
serving  this  under-served  and  forgot- 
ten minority.  Kids  from  broken 
homes  and  tough  streets  learned 
what  it  felt  like  to  have  a  family.  A 
man  whose  own  childhood  had  been 
so  lacking  in  stability  could  relate  to 
these  boys. 

Though  Ervin  cultivated  his  spiri- 
tual life  and  ministry,  his  physical  tri- 
als emerged  again.  It  was  16  years 
later  he  underwent  his  second  bypass 
surgery.  Another  six  years  and  they 
inserted  a  defibrillator  to  jump  start 
his  weakened  heart.  During  this  same 
time,  he  assumed  the  full-time  care 
of  his  ailing  wife  as  well  as  enduring 
two  knee  replacements.  Their  only 
child,  Kathy,  courageously  cared  for 
both  parents  as  long  as  she  could. 
These  multiple  trials  did  not  dampen 
Ervin's  enthusiasm  for  ministry.  Even 
after  he  and  his  wife  had  to  be  placed 
in  an  extended  care  facility,  Ervin  be- 
gan leading  prayer  meetings  on 
Wednesday  evenings.  Truly  Ervin 
had  turned  his  disability  into  oppor- 
tunity. 

What  is  your  disability?  What  is  it 
that  drags  you  down?  What  baggage 
are  you  carrying  that  slows  you  from 
reaching  your  potential?  It  may  be  a 
physical  disability  or  a  financial  li- 
ability. It  may  be  a  difficult  relation- 
ship or  an  unrealized  dream.  Ervin 
often  confessed  that  his  heart  attack 
was  a  blessing.  It  was  his  heart  attack 
that  saved  his  life.  It  could  be  argued 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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that  the  period  from  the  time  of  his 
initial  attack  at  46  until  his  death  at 
73,  was  the  most  productive  period 
of  his  life.  What  will  you  do  with  the 
disability  in  your  life?  Will  you  say 
with  Paul,  "And  lest  I  should  be  ex- 
alted above  measure  through  the 
abundance  of  the  revelations,  there 
was  given  to  me  a  thorn  in  the  flesh, 


the  messenger  of  Satan  to  buffet  me, 
lest  I  should  be  exalted  above  mea- 
sure. For  this  thing  I  besought  the 
Lord  thrice,  that  it  might  depart  from 
me.  And  he  said  unto  me,  My  grace 
is  sufficient  for  thee:  for  my  strength 
is  made  perfect  in  weakness.  Most 
gladly  therefore  will  I  rather  glory  in 
my  infirmities,  that  the  power  of 


Christ  may  rest  upon  me.  Therefore  I 
take  pleasure  in  infirmities,  in  re- 
proaches, in  necessities,  in  persecu- 
tions, in  distresses  for  Christ's  sake: 
for  when  I  am  weak,  then  am  I 
strong"  (2  Corinthians  12:7-10). 

Will  you  turn  your  disability  into 
opportunity? 


tFLECIOOS  t}W  JEWELS: 

A  LESSON  FOR  WOMEN  FROM  PROVERBS  31 


Who  can  find  a  godly  woman?  Are 
there  any  out  there  in  the  world  to- 
day? Is  being  a  godly  woman  a  thing 
of  the  past? 

Proverbs  31:23-31  presents  us  with 
the  qualities  of  a  godly  woman.  She 
is  portrayed  as  diligent,  honest,  and 
kind  and  as  having  her  priorities  in 
line.  She  does  not  seek  the  things  of 
the  world,  but  she  seeks  to  serve  the 
Lord. 

It  is  because  of  godly  woman's  dili- 
gence that  her  husband  is  considered 
respectable  in  their  community.  Like- 
wise, wives  impact  their  husband's 
reputations  today.  Connecting  this 
passage  with  some  New  Testament 
passages,  we  see  that  the  Bible  pre- 
sents us  with  an  example  of  couples 
supporting  each  other  through  their 
love  and  work.  Paul  wrote  in  his  let- 
ter to  the  Ephesians  in  chapter  5:  "Be 
subject  to  one  another  out  of  rever- 
ence for  Christ.  Wives,  be  subject  to 
your  husbands  as  you  are  to  the 
Lord.... Husbands,  love  your  wives, 
just  as  Christ  loved  the  church  and 
gave  himself  for  her. ...Each  of 
you. .  .should  love  his  wife  as  himself, 
and  a  wife  should  respect  her  hus- 
band" (vv.  21,  25,  33  nrsv). 

Verse  24  praised  this  godly  woman 
for  her  role  in  making  garments  and 
sashes  and  selling  them  to  the  mer- 
chants. Women  should  not  be  made 
to  feel  bad  for  choosing  to  work  in- 
stead of  staying  at  home  to  raise  the 
children  and  clean  house.  They 
should  be  made  to  feel  they  have  a 


by  Marci  R.  Rollins 

part  in  helping  the  family  survive. 

In  instances  when  the  woman 
chooses  to  stay  at  home  and  not  work 
outside  of  the  home,  she  should  con- 
sider what  she  does  while  she  is  at 
home.  Does  she  help  her  family? 
Does  she  use  her  time  wisely?  Or 
does  she  waste  her  time  on  watching 
television  and  talking  on  the  phone? 
Does  she  do  things  to  help  her  fam- 
ily make  ends  meet?  Does  she  spend 
the  family's  money  wisely,  or  does 
she  throw  it  away  as  if  it  grows  on 
trees? 

Today's  women  can  also  learn  what 
it  means  to  be  strong,  respectable, 
wise,  and  kind  from  this  godly 
woman.  Just  as  her  words  were  filled 
with  wisdom  and  kindness,  it  is  im- 
portant that  we  do  everything  with 
wisdom.  It  is  not  wise  to  be  filled 
with  gossip  and  evil  talk  toward  oth- 
ers, but,  instead,  we  should  behave 
in  a  way  so  that  no  one  can  say  any- 
thing evil  about  us. 

In  1  Corinthians  14:27-34,  Paul 
talked  about  the  disruption  that  oc- 
curs when  people  spoke  in  tongues 
without  an  interpreter  and  then  went 
on  to  speak  about  the  disruption  of 
women  speaking  out  of  place  in  the 
worship  service.  Simply  put,  there 
was  a  problem  in  that  particular 
church  with  people  not  using  wis- 
dom. The  people  were  being  quick 
to  speak  instead  of  being  "quick  to 
listen,"  and  "slow  to  speak,"  as  we  are 
instructed  to  do  in  James  1:19.  Surely 
the  godly  woman  in  Proverbs  31 


knew  when  it  was  appropriate  to 
speak,  and  when  she  did  speak,  she 
was  filled  with  wisdom. 

Finally,  we  can  see  how  important 
it  is  to  worship  the  Lord.  Everything 
we  do  should  be  done  for  the  glory 
of  the  Lord.  The  true  meaning  of  life 
only  comes  into  view  when  we  are 
serving  the  Lord.  We  should  not  be 
concerned  with  the  things  of  this 
world,  but  with  doing  the  work  of 
God.  Being  popular  and  having 
good  looks  do  not  last  forever.  We 
should  want  others  to  praise  us  not 
for  our  popularity  or  our  looks,  but 
because  of  our  diligent  work  for  the 
Lord. 

The  section  ends  with  the  admon- 
ishment to  allow  the  godly  woman 
to  "share  in  the  fruit  of  her  hands"  and 
to  "let  her  works  praise  her  in  the  city 
gates"  (v.  31  nrsv).  She  was  to  be  com- 
mended for  her  actions,  and  was  to 
receive  any  benefits  or  rewards  that 
came  as  a  result  of  it.  Furthermore, 
she  was  to  be  praised  in  the  very 
place  where  her  husband  met  with 
the  elders  of  the  land.  In  the  place 
where  people  talked  business  and 
government,  this  woman  was  to  be 
mentioned  for  her  diligence  and  wis- 
dom. 

Women  in  our  churches  today 
should  be  made  aware  of  this  portrait 
of  a  godly  woman.  Regardless  of 
whether  they  are  married  or  single, 
work  outside  the  home  or  stay  at 
home,  are  young  or  old,  are  rich  or 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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poor,  there  are  qualities  within  the  life 
of  this  godly  woman  that  all  women 
should  strive  to  obtain. 

"A  [godly  woman]  who  can  find? 
She  is  far  more  precious  than  jewels" 
(v.  1  nrsv).  Yes,  godly  women  are  rare, 
but  they  are  not  impossible  to  find. 
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Minister's  Program 


OCTOBER  IS  MINISTER'S  PROGRAM  MONTH 


October  has  been  designated  as 
Minister's  Program  Month  by  the 
Convention  of  Free  Will  Baptists  dur- 
ing the  2004  session.  We  would  like 
to  thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to 
serve  the  ministers  and  the  local 
churches  over  the  past  year.  It  is  our 
hope  that  you  will  remember  this 
program  in  your  prayers  and  that  you 
will  also  be  generous  in  your  giving 
to  support  the  work  we  do  on  behalf 
of  all  the  ministers  in  the  Convention. 

Mission  Statement 

It  is  the  purpose  of  The  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Minister's  Program  to  serve  the 
churches  and  ministers  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  It  is 
our  assertion  that  the  minister  can  best 
meet  the  spiritual  requirements  of  a  con- 
gregation if  he  is  unencumbered  by  the 
burden  of  financial  insecurity.  To  this  end 
we  provide  administrative  services,  in- 
formation resources,  and  educational  op- 
portunities. These  are  designed  to  help 
the  minister  and  the  local  church  plan 
together  a  program  of  compensation  and 
benefits  designed  to  meet  the  ministers 
present  and  future  financial  needs. 

What  does  the  Minister's  Program 
do?  Meeting  needs  is  what  the 
Minister's  Program  is  all  about.  This 
program  was  brought  into  existence 
to  help  prepare  the  minister  for  the 
financial  eventualities  of  life.  To  do 


this,  we  try  to  help  educate  the  church 
and  the  minister  about  the  unique 
needs  of  the  pastorate.  Our  goal  is  not 
to  provide  for  the  minister — that  is 
the  church's  responsibility — but  to 
help  the  church  and  the  minister  to 
plan  together  so  that  at  all  stages  of 
life  the  minister  can  serve  without  the 
burden  of  financial  concerns  holding 
him  back. 

The  Minister's  Program  is  an  ex- 
tension of  the  local  church  adminis- 
tering programs  that  the  churches 
could  not  provide  on  their  own.  We 
stand  ready  to  work  with  the  minis- 
ter and  the  church  to  help  them  ac- 
complish the  goal  of  working  to- 
gether in  a  lifetime  of  financial  plan- 
ning. Ministers  step  out  in  faith  to 
answer  God's  call.  That  faith  is  based 
on  the  belief  that  God  will  prepare 
them  and  provide  for  them. 

We  believe  God  channels  His  pro- 
visions through  the  church  and  it  is 
required  of  them  to  be  good  stewards 
as  it  relates  to  their  care  of  the  pas- 
tor. This  does  not  apply  exclusively 
to  matters  of  compensation,  but  also 
to  support,  appreciation,  and  willing- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  church  to  be 
led.  Please  consider  areas  that  the 
Minister's  Program  can  work  with 
you  to  help  build  a  strong  working 
relationship  with  your  pastor. 

Work  continues  on  A  Guide  for 


Pastor/Church  Relations  which  we 
anticipate  to  be  completed  within  the 
next  eighteen  months  culminating 
with  a  booklet  that  addresses  the 
issues  that  confront  the  pew  and  the 
pulpit.  Your  input  is  welcome  on  this 
project  and  we  encourage  you  to 
contact  the  director  with  your  ideas 
or  suggestions. 

Most  of  you  are  aware  that  the 
Minister's  Program  sponsors  a  retire- 
ment program  for  our  ministers.  The 
current  plan  is  well  funded  and  those 
ministers  receiving  benefits  under  the 
plan  can  be  assured  that  the 
Minister's  Program  will  continue  to 
provide  the  oversight  and  manage- 
ment necessary  to  make  sure  their  re- 
tirement benefits  continue  to  be  paid 
as  agreed.  Those  ministers  who  are 
currently  preparing  and  planning  for 
retirement  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  their  plan  is  among  the 
most  advanced  plan  available  for 
ministers  and  enjoys  tax  benefits  that 
make  it  unmatched  in  the  private 
sector.The  Program  continues  to  pro- 
vide retirement  benefits  to  ministers 
who  have  outlived  their  benefits.  This 
is  only  possible  through  your  faith- 
ful giving  to  the  program. 

Does  your  minister  have  a  plan  for 
retirement?  Churches  should  help 
their  pastor  prepare  for  the  future  by 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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funding  his  retirement  plan  today. 
Contact  the  Minister's  Program  for 
any  help  you  may  need  as  you  assist 
your  pastor  so  he  can  retire  with  the 
dignity  and  security  his  calling  de- 
serves. 

Every  Christmas  the  Minister's 
Program  sends  a  gift  of  $100  to  all 
ministers  age  65  and  older.  This  past 
year,  due  to  a  special  gift,  we  were 
able  to  send  $125  and  we  hope  that 
our  churches  will  increase  their  sup- 
port to  continue  this  amount.  Re- 
member, this  is  a  gift  from  the 
churches  of  the  Convention  to  men 
who  have  literally  given  their  lives  to 
the  Gospel  ministry  and  this  program 
is  a  way  of  saying  we  remember  you, 
and  we  are  grateful  for  what  you 
have  done.  We  encourage  our 
churches  to  support  this  program, 
and  the  response  has  been  excellent. 
However,  we  still  have  churches  that 
do  not  give  at  all  to  this  program  and 
we  would  like  to  invite  them  to  make 
2004  the  year  they  say  "thank  you." 

Each  year  we  sponsor  a  Tax  Semi- 
nar in  February  for  all  ministers  and 
this  year  we  had  50  ministers  attend. 
Those  in  attendance  received  a  2004 
Tax  Manual  and  had  the  opportunity 
to  learn  more  about  tax  preparation 
and  planning  from  Curtis  Smith  and 
Dana  Letchworth,  CPAs.  There  is  no 
group  more  misunderstood  when  it 
comes  to  income  taxes  than  ministers, 
and  even  though  they  may  have  pro- 
fessional assistance  in  filing  their  re- 
turns, mistakes  are  quite  common. 
This  seminar  has  been  popular  over 
the  years,  and  it  is  your  gift  that  helps 
us  provide  this  service. 

Another  program  we  offer  to  our 
ministers  and  their  wives  is  the 
Minister's  Widows  Fund  and  the  Sur- 
viving Minister's  Fund.  This  past 
year  over  $10,000  was  paid  out  in  the 
form  of  benefits  in  these  two  pro- 
grams. For  those  who  participate,  this 
program  provides  a  meaningful  gift 
from  fellow  ministers  during  a  time 
of  loss.  Every  married  minister  is 
encouraged  to  participate  in  this  pro- 
gram whereby  they  contribute  ten 
dollars  to  a  fund  and  when  a  partici- 


pating minister  dies  the  proceeds  of 
that  fund  are  given  to  his  widow. 

Since  last  October  we  have  lost  by 
death  five  members  who  participated 
in  the  Minister's  Widows  Fund,  the 
Revs.  Jerry  Rowe,  James  Joyner,  Jo- 
seph Yates,  Clyde  Cox,  and  Jack 
Phillips.  The  Surviving  Minister's 
Fund  reported  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Grace  Littleton,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Littleton,  Mrs.  Libby  Harper, 
wife  of  the  Rev.  Everette  Harper,  and 
Mrs.  Sudie  May,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Rob- 
ert May. 

What  are  we  asking  you  to  do? 
Please  pray  for  our  work  and  after 
you  have  prayed  consider  a  gift  that 
will  allow  us  to  continue  the  work  we 
do.  You  may  not  know  this,  but  over 
30  percent  of  our  churches  do  not 
support  the  Minister's  Program. 
Does  your  church  support  the 
Minister's  Program?  If  you  answered 
"I  don't  know"  to  this  question,  there 
is  a  good  chance  that  your  church 
provided  no  financial  support  to  the 
Minister's  Program  last  year.  Why? 

Perhaps  one  reason  is  that  some 
ministers  are  hesitant  to  raise  the  is- 
sue in  the  local  church  because  they 
may  be  perceived  as  being  self-serv- 
ing. I  had  a  treasurer  tell  me  one  time 
that  they  did  not  support  the 
Minister's  Program  because  they  felt 
they  paid  their  minister  enough  and 
did  not  see  the  need  to  help  the  Pro- 
gram. The  Minister's  Program  is  for 
all  the  ministers  who  are  presently 
serving  and  for  those  who  have 
served  so  well. 

If  your  church  supports  the  pro- 
gram, please  accept  our  thanks  on 
behalf  of  our  ministers.  If  your 
church  does  not  support  the  pro- 
gram, please  reconsider.  Please  tell 
us  what  we  need  to  do  to  earn  the 
trust  and  confidence  necessary  to  re- 
ceive your  support.  The  only  operat- 
ing income  we  receive  is  dependent 
on  the  generosity  of  God's  people — 
you. 

Where  does  the  money  go? 
•    Each  year  ministers  65  and  over 
receive  a  gift  in  the  amount  of 
$100  during  Operation  Christmas 


Cheer.  Once  again,  it  is  your  sup- 
port that  makes  this  possible. 
Many  of  these  men  are  your 
former  pastors  and  friends  who 
because  of  advancing  age  are  no 
longer  able  to  attend  the  Confer- 
ences and  Conventions  but  are 
truly  touched  by  a  gift  from  the 
churches  of  this  Convention. 

•  All  administrative  cost  incurred 
in  the  management  of  the  retire- 
ment program  are  paid  by  the 
Program  and  are  not  charged  to 
the  individual  ministers  as  is  the 
case  in  commercial  retirement 
programs.  This  cost  runs  in  the 
thousands  of  dollars  each  year 
but  is  paid  completely  by  your 
gifts. 

•  The  cost  of  Minister's  Widows 
Fund  and  the  Surviving  Minis- 
ters Fund  are  paid  by  the  Pro- 
gram so  that  every  dime  of  the 
enrollment  fees  goes  to  the  sur- 
vivor and  not  one  dime  is  used 
to  pay  costs. 

•  The  Board  works  very  hard  to 
control  the  expenses  of  the  Pro- 
gram and  this  year  only  15  cents 
of  every  dollar  received  from  all 
sources  was  spent  in  administra- 
tion. 

•  We  sponsor  seminars  which  are 
subsidized  so  that  the  minister 
only  pays  a  fraction  of  the  cost  to 
attend. 

•  Hardship  Grants  are  available  up 
to  $1,000  for  ministers  in  extreme 
need. 

The  only  limit  to  the  scope  of  this 
program  is  the  level  of  support  we 
receive  from  you,  the  local  church. 
Your  gift  to  us  is  a  sacred  trust  and 
we  make  every  effort  to  provide  the 
greatest  benefit  to  our  ministers  with 
a  minimum  outlay  for  administrative 
costs.  For  example,  last  year  for  ev- 
ery dollar  received  only  15  cents  was 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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used  for  administrative  costs.  The  rest 
of  the  money  was  either  paid  to  or 
accrued  for  the  minister's  benefit. 

While  our  financial  report  shows 
over  one  million  dollars  on  deposit 
these  funds  are  divided  into  indi- 
vidual retirement  accounts  for  min- 
isters and  reserve  funds.  This  money 
belongs  to  the  men  who  are  prepar- 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  MINISTER'S  PROGRAM 

Serving  the  churches  and  ministers  by  providing: 

•  Quality  retirement  planning. 

•  Seminars  and  educational  opportunities. 

•  The  Christmas  Cheer  Program  for  all  ministers 
age  65  and  older. 

•  The  Minister's  Widows  Fund. 

•  The  Surviving  Minister's  Fund. 

•  Publications  to  assist  in  compensation  planning. 


NATIONAL  CLERGY  APPRECIATION  DAY 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  10,  2004 

The  Minister's  Program  would  like  to  remind  all  churches  that  October  10,  2004  is  National  Clergy  Appreciation 
Day.  While  each  of  us  appreciates  our  pastor,  this  day  gives  you  an  excuse  to  do  something  special  for  him.  He  stands 
with  you  in  times  of  sorrow  and  tragedy  as  well  as  those  moments  of  joy  that  all  families  experience.  Sometimes  we 
forget  to  say  thank  you  for  all  he  does  but  the  Bible  reminds  us  in  1  Thessalonians  5:12-13:  And  we  beseech  you,  brethren, 
to  know  them  which  labour  among  you,  and  are  over  you  in  the  Lord,  and  admonish  you;  And  to  esteem  them  very  highly  in  love 
for  their  work's  sake.  And  be  at  peace  among  yourselves. 

We  encourage  each  church  member  to  do  something  on  this  day  to  show  you  care.  Here  are  some  ideas: 

•  If  your  pastor  has  children,  offer  to  baby-sit.  Give  him  a  free  voucher  to  redeem  with  a  24  hour  notice. 

•  Wash  the  pastor's  car.  If  his  wife  has  a  car,  then  wash  hers,  too.  Don't  forget  to  fill  it  with  gas  while  you  have  it. 

•  Purchase  a  gift  certificate  to  a  nice  restaurant.  While  it's  nice  to  take  the  pastor  and  his  wife  with  you  they  would 
probably  enjoy  a  romantic  dinner  for  two. 

•  Contact  the  Convention  Office  and  have  your  pastor's  name  listed  on  permanent  display  on  the  Wall  of  Honor. 

•  Make  a  theme  gift  basket.  A  bookworm,  music,  or  other  hobby  theme  would  be  nice. 

•  How  about  if  your  Sunday  School  Classes  went  together  and  gave  him  a  new  suit?  Don't  forget  the  shirt  and  tie. 

•  What  about  a  mini-vacation  to  Camp  Vandemere  or  Cragmont? 

•  Give  a  thank  you  card  with  a  gift  inside. 

The  gift  doesn't  have  to  be  extravagant.  Anything  from  the  heart  will  mean  a  lot.  , 

Brought  to  you  by  the  Minister's  Program 


ing  for  their  retirement  and  cannot  be 
used  for  any  other  purpose. 

We  hope  that  you  appreciate  this 
fact  and  will  continue  to  support  this 
program  with  your  prayers  and  gifts. 
Last  year,  our  total  gift  support  from 
churches  was  $51,734.54  and  for  this 
we  are  most  grateful.  Will  you  be  a 
part  of  this  ministry?  We  ask  that  you 


consider  the  following  challenge: 

For  churches  with: 
less  than  100  members  $150 
100-149  members  $300 
150-199  members  $400 
Over  200  members  $500 

For  additional  information  or  questions, 
please  write  or  call:  Donald  Fader,  Box  39, 
Ayden,  NC  28513;  phone,  (252)  523-5800. 
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FALL  DINNERS  SCHEDULED 

Each  fall  the  College  and  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  have  the  opportunity  to  share  in  the  ministry  of  Christian 
higher  education  through  the  annual  church  dinner  program.  The  Mount  Olive  College  Singers  or  Free  Spirit  provide 
a  musical  program  for  all  the  dinners  giving  the  churches  the  opportunity  to  see  first  hand  the  students  in  whom  they 
are  making  an  investment. 

All  Free  Will  Baptists  are  invited  to  attend  the  dinner  in  their  county.  Reservations  to  attend  should  be  made  through 
their  local  church  chairperson.  However,  for  more  information  anyone  may  contact  Mrs.  Jean  F.  Ackiss,  Director  of 
Church  Support,  at  (919)  658-7744  or  (800)  653-0854.  Dates  for  each  of  the  dinners  are  listed  below  and  on  the  next 
page. 


LENOIR  COUNTY:  Saturday,  October  2,  6:30  p.m.,  Daly's  Chapel 
Church  near  Seven  Springs,  Cleo  S.  Hinson,  Chair.  Goal:  $26,500. 

JONES  COUNTY:  Monday,  October  4,  7  p.m.,  Pilgrim's  Home 
Church,  near  Dover,  Gene  Burkett,  Chair.  Goal:  $7,600. 

EDGECOMBE  COUNTY:  Tuesday,  October  5, 7  p.m.,  First  Church, 
Tarboro,  Ray  Williamson,  Chair.  Goal:  $10,900. 

NASH  COUNTY:  Thursday,  October  7,  7  p.m.,  Whitley  Center, 
Children's  Home,  Middlesex,  John  R.  Manning,  Chair.  Goal:  $8,950. 

BEAUFORT  COUNTY:  Saturday,  October  9,  6:30  p.m.,  Southside 
High  School,  Chocowinity,  Billy  Gurkin,  Chair.  Goal:  $13,225. 

GREENE  COUNTY:  Monday,  October  11, 7  p.m.,  Hull  Road  Church 
near  Snow  Hill,  Randy  Beaman  and  Genevieve  M.  Taylor,  Co- 
Chairs.  Goal:  $46,175. 

PEE  DEE  ASSOCIATION:  Tuesday,  October  19, 7  p.m.,  Mount  Cal- 
vary Church  near  Clarkton,  Danny  McPherson,  Chair.  (Gave  $10,200 
at  2003  dinner). 

DUPLIN  COUNTY:  Saturday,  October  23, 6  p.m.,  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center,  Tommy  Benson,  Chair.  Goal: 
$21,100. 

WAYNE  COUNTY:  Tuesday,  October  26,  7  p.m.,  Lois  K.  Murphy 
Regional  Center,  Mount  Olive  College,  Barbara  Lancaster,  Chair. 
Goal:  $80,950. 

ONSLOW-BRUNSWICK  COUNTIES:  Thursday,  October  28, 7  p.m. 
Dixon  High  School,  near  Holly  Ridge,  Ronnie  Parker,  Chair.  Goal: 
$4,800. 

JOHNSTON-WAKE  COUNTIES:  Monday,  November  1,  7  p.m., 
Everett  Chapel  Church,  Spiritual  Life  Building,  Clayton.  Keenan 
Hinnant  and  Wanda  Jones  Blow,  Co-Chairs.  Goal:  $50,556. 


CRAVEN  COUNTY:  Monday,  November  8,  7  p.m.,  Juniper  Chapel 
Church  near  Vanceboro.  Julie  Wetherington,  Chair.  Goal:  $25,175. 

SAMPSON,  HARNETT,  AND  CUMBERLAND  COUNTIES:  To 

be  Announced.  Lee  Moiton  Jernigan,  Chair.  Goal:  $49,575. 

CARTERET  COUNTY:  Saturday,  November  13, 6  p.m.,  West  Carteret 
High  School,  Morehead  City,  Sheri  S.  Noonan  and  Edgar  Pake,  Jr., 
Co-Chairs.  Goal:  $13,500. 

PITT  COUNTY:  Monday,  November  15;  7  p.m.,  South  Central  High 
School  near  Winterville,  William  Moore,  Chair.  Goal:  $45,750. 

WILSON  COUNTY:  Tuesday,  November  16, 7  p.m.,  Daniel's  Chapel 
Church  near  Wilson,  Johnny  Sullivan,  Chair.  Goal:  $54,525. 

2004  TOTAL  DINNER  GOAL:  $502,906 

COMING  EVENTS  AT  MOC 

VISITATION  DAY 

Thursday,  November  11,  9  a.m. 
Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 
Potential  students  are  encouraged  to  attend  visitation  day, 
where  they  will  tour  campus  facilities  and  speak  with  profes- 
sors and  athletic  advisers.  Scholarship  and  financial  aid  infor- 
mation will  be  made  available.  For  more  information,  contact 
Jennifer  Merritt  at  (919)  658-2502  ext.  3202. 

ALUMNI  WEEKEND 

November  19-21,  Mount  Olive  College 
"Tell  the  Story"  and  other  Homecoming  activities  will  take 
place  the  weekend  of  November  19-21 .  Events  for  the  weekend 
include  a  golf  tournament,  criminal  justice  and  business  semi- 
nars, reunions,  and  the  annual  MOC  Pickle  Classic  Tournament. 
For  more  information,  contact  Dianne  Riley  at 
(919)  658-2502  or  at  <driley@moc.edu>. 


WASHINGTON,  MARTIN,  TYRRELL,  AND  PASQUOTANK 
COUNTIES:  Thursday,  November  4, 7  p.m.,  Union  Chapel  Church, 
Plymouth,  Lloyd  W.  Jones  Jr.,  Chair.  Goal:  $25,475. 


PAMLICO  COUNTY:  Saturday,  November  6, 5:30  p.m.,  Mount  Zion 
Church,  Vandemere,  Judy  Thaanum  and  Joy  Caroon,  Co-Chairs. 
Goal:  $7,950. 


FOUNDERS  DAY 

November  23, 11  a.m.  •  Rodgers  Chapel 
Mount  Olive  College  will  celebrate  its  annual  Founders  Day 
on  Tuesday,  November  23,  in  Rodgers  Chapel.  During  the  cer- 
emony, employees  will  be  recognized  for  their  years  of  service. 
The  Founders  Leadership  Award,  the  highest  honor  given  to  a 
student,  will  be  presented,  also. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
STUDENTS  PLACE  IN 
NATIONAL  COMPETITION 

Several  Mount  Olive  College  students  recently  re- 
ceived awards  at  the  Phi  Beta  Lambda  (PBL)  National 
Leadership  Conference  in  Denver,  Colorado. 

The  conference  is  part  of  a  competitive  events  program 
sponsored  annually  by  PBL,  a  professional  association 
for  students  pursuing  business  careers.  Individuals,  lo- 
cal chapters,  and  state  teams  compete  in  over  40  events 
representing  a  range  of  business,  career,  and  leadership 
development  activities.  The  first  and  second  place  win- 
ners from  State  PBL  Competitions  represent  their  State 
Chapter  at  the  event. 

Jessica  Murphy  of  Pikeville  received  7th  place  for  her 
NC  PBL  State  Annual  Chapter  Report,  Joy  Daugh try-Hill 
of  LaGrange  placed  7th  in  quantitative  methods  and 
Rebecca  Whitley  of  Mount  Olive  received  7th  place  in 
the  business  communications  divisions.  Murphy  attends 
Stoney  Creek  Church,  and  Daughtry-Hill  attends  Little 
Rock  Church. 

Sonya  McCoy,  assistant  professor  of  business,  was  rec- 
ognized for  20  years  of  service  as  a  local  chapter  adviser; 
Henry  Day,  associate  professor  of  business,  was  recog- 
nized as  a  1st  year  adviser;  and  Kallen  King  served  as  a 
professional  division  member  and  as  a  judge  for  the  sales 
presentation  event.  Frank  Spallino,  a  senior  from  Manteo, 
also  attended  the  conference. 

"Attending  the  National  PBL  Conference  in  Denver 
was  an  honor  and  a  very  thrilling  experience,"  stated 
Rebecca  Whitley.  "My  business  communications  class  at 
MOC  helped  prepare  me  to  compete  against  the  best 
business  students  from  across  the  nation.  Being  a  mem- 
ber of  PBL  has  given  me  the  opportunity  to  travel  to  dif- 
ferent cities  and  network  with  people  from  around  the 
nation." 

PBL  provides  opportunities  for  students  to  enhance 
their  self-confidence  and  leadership  skills,  sharpen  pub- 
lic speaking  skills,  build  friendships,  apply  money  man- 
agement techniques,  network  with  business  leaders,  and 
acquire  job  readiness  skills.  The  PBL  national  organiza- 
tion is  operated  in  cooperation  with  the  United  States 
Office  of  Education,  the  American  Vocational  Associa- 
tion, and  the  National  Business  Education  Association. 

"I  am  very  proud  of  our  students.  They  represented 
Mount  Olive  College  and  the  state  chapter  of  North  Caro- 
lina Phi  Beta  Lambda  honorably.  Our  local  PBL  chapter 
is  a  goodwill  ambassador  for  Mount  Olive  College  across 
the  state  and  the  nation,"  McCoy  stated. 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
SPEAKER'S  BUREAU  HAS 
SOMETHING 
FOR  EVERYONE 

The  Mount  Olive  College  Speaker's  Bureau  literally  has 
something  for  everyone  in  Eastern  North  Carolina.  Over 
20  staff  and  faculty  members  at  the  College  form  the  Bu- 
reau, and  together  they  offer  more  than  50  topics  that  are 
guaranteed  to  enlighten,  inspire,  and  entertain  any  group. 

There  are  a  variety  of  topics  for  religious  groups  includ- 
ing: "A  Beginner's  Guide  to  Biblical  Interpretation"  and 
"Becoming  a  User-Friendly  Church." 

For  the  young  adult  audience,  there  are  lectures  rang- 
ing from  depression  and  eating  disorders  to  college  readi- 
ness. For  parent  groups  there's  "Communication  in  Mar- 
riage," and  "Financial  Aid:  Developing  a  Plan  for  Col- 
lege." 

Nature  lovers  would  benefit  from  "Gardening  for  the 
Birds,"  which  is  new  to  the  Bureau  this  year,  and  history 
buffs  would  enjoy  "Prehistoric  Indian  Cultures  of  North 
Carolina,"  or  "Civil  War  Tactics  and  Strategy." 

For  business  owners  and  managers  there  is  "Goal  Set- 
ting," "Stress  Management  in  the  Workplace,"  or  "Lead- 
ership from  Within,"  which  promote  employee  commu- 
nication and  team-building  skills,  and  for  the  baby 
boomers  there  are  topics  such  as  "Planning  for  Retire- 
ment," "Successful  Aging,"  and  "Taking  Care  of  Your 
Aging  Parents." 

Add  these  topics,  throw  in  a  poetry  reading,  and  "North 
Carolina  Children's  Writers,"  and  you  have  speakers  tai- 
lored for  any  group  or  occasion. 

Scheduling  for  events  can  be  made  directly  through  the 
individual  speakers.  A  complete  list  of  topics  and  contact 
information  is  available  on  the  College's  website  at 
<www.moc.edu>  under  news  and  events. 


FRIENDSHIP  CHURCH 
OBSERVES 
HOMECOMING 

Friendship  Church  on  Friendship  Church  Road, 
Middlesex,  NC  will  observe  their  annual  Homecoming 
on  Sunday,  October  24,  2004. 

Sunday  School  will  begin  at  9:45  a.m.  and  worship  at 
11  a.m.  With  our  pastor,  Chris  Casey,  bringing  the  morn- 
ing message. 

A  picnic  lunch  will  be  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  immedi- 
ately after  worship.  The  Rev.  Chris  Casey  and  members 
invite  all  former  members,  pastors,  and  friends  to  come 
woship  and  enjoy  the  day  in  fellowship. 
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FIRST  YEAR  OF  WORK:  SALTILLO,  MEXICO 

by  Antonio  Escobar 

A  time  of  celebration  was  held  on  May  15  at  the  Cristo  Viene  (Christ  Cometh) 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Saltillo,  Mexico.  This  marked  my  first  year  of  con- 
ducting studies  in  this  church  as  well  as  the  Sinai  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 
The  first  study  was  about  education  and  the  scholars.  This  course  helped  to 
strengthen  the  spiritual  life  of  the  members  of  these  churches.  The  study  also 
taught  them  to  live  a  practical  life.  This  study  caused  the  Sinai  Church  to  double 
the  attendance  and  they  continue  to  work  in  outreach. 

All  the  students  were  present  in  this  Worship  and  Praise  Service.  We  lis- 
tened to  the  testimonies,  and  words  of  gratitude  for  what  they  had  experi- 
enced in  their  lives  and  the  joy  of  being  able  to  better  serve  in  the  work  of  their 
church.  They  expressed  their  desires  to  continue  their  studies  to  be  better  ser- 
vants of  the  Lord. 

We  heard  the  testimonies  of  the  pastors  of  these  two  churches,  Brother 
Domitilo  Hernandez  and  Brother  Erasmo  Rangel  Ruiz.  They  testified  that  their 
ministry  has  improved  and  the  work  in  the  church  is  seeing  better  results. 

These  testimonies  have  been  a  great  joy  to  me  and  I  know  that  the  work  of 
God  is  not  in  vain.  This  year  that  follows  will  be  a  year  of  practice,  using  what 
has  been  learned  without  leaving  out  the  continuation  of  teaching.  This  year  I 
shall  be  teaching  the  Doctrine  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  for  those  prospects 
who  will  be  preachers. 

I  ask  only  that  you  continue  to  pray  for  us  that  we  will  find  grace  before  those  whom  we  serve. 


RACHEL'S  JOURNAL:  "AT  LAST,  I'M  HERE" 

by  Rachel  Langley,  Summer  Missionary  to  Mexico 


June  7,  2004 
Hey!  I  hope  you  all 
had  a  great  weekend! 
After  a  cancelled  flight, 
a  missed  flight,  a  long 
layover,  a  bus  ride, 
stopping  to  get  a  visa, 
and  car  trouble,  I  finally 
arrived  in  Nueva  Rosita 
at  1:30  Sunday  morning!  The  most  amaz- 
ing thing  is  that  God  had  all  the  details 
worked  out  even  before  I  started  the  trip! 
That's  a  comforting  thing  to  know.  Al- 
though I  was  really  tired,  I  wasn't  anx- 
ious about  whether  I  was  going  to  make 
it  or  not. 

So  far,  I've  been  spending  time  with  the 
family  and  winning  over  my  nieces.  They 
were  four  months  and  six  months  last 
summer,  so  they  don't  remember  me  at 
all.  We've  had  lots  of  fun  so  far  this  year. 
Tomorrow,  I'll  get  to  see  Joel  and  Reyna 
(nephew  and  niece)  who  I've  watched 
grow  up.  Reyna  was  born  the  first  sum- 
mer that  I  stayed!  They  are  usually  at  the 


house  all  day  everyday,  but  they  moved 
so  I  haven't  seen  them  yet! 

This  week  is  pretty  much  about  collect- 
ing my  thoughts,  finishing  up  the  lessons 
for  the  summer,  and  getting  my  brain  to 
work  in  Spanish  again.  So  I'm  playing 
with  my  family  and  the  kids  in  the  neigh- 
borhood as  much  as  possible.  I  think  we 
are  even  going  swimming  in  the  river 
tomorrow  afternoon!  I'll  start  Vacation 
Bible  School  in  Sabinas  on  Wednesday 
(through  Friday)  and  hopefully  meet 
with  the  teens  at  least  one  night.  Satur- 
day morning  I'll  start  having  classes  with 
the  kids  in  my  neighborhood,  Nueva 
Imagen.  Sunday  morning,  I'll  be  at  the 
church  in  Rosita.  For  the  next  five  Satur- 
days and  Sundays,  I'll  be  meeting  with 
those  children.  Sunday  afternoon,  we  are 
going  to  Acuna  to  meet  the  first  team. 
We'll  do  a  week  long  Bible  School  that 
week.  Chris  and  Holt  will  be  here  Satur- 
day afternoon  just  in  time  to  rest  a  little 
before  I  drag  them  to  their  first  Mexican 
wedding.  I've  never  been  to  a  Christian 


wedding  before,  and  there  are  lots  of  tra- 
ditions that  are  different  than  ours.  I'm 
looking  forward  to  learning  a  little  more 
about  this  culture  that  I  love  so  much! 

I  have  a  few  prayer  requests  that  are 
general  for  the  entire  summer,  but  I'll 
send  more  specific  ones  as  they  arise. 

•  God  will  provide  the  means  for  Raquel's 
plan  to  work  out. 

•  Adriana,  Lali,  Karian,  Jose,  Toti,  Dani — 
Salvation. 

•  Holy  Spirit's  guidance  in  translating 
and  teaching  the  children  and  the  teens. 

•  Unity  among  the  teams. 

•  Safety  and  health  for  me  and  the  teams 

•  God  will  be  glorified  this 
summer. ..seeds  planted  and  lives 
changed  as  a  result  of  an  encounter  with 
Christ  that  will  lead  to  a  personal  rela- 
tionship with  the  Lover  of  their  souls. 

•  The  details  will  work  out  for  us  to  go  to 
Tamualipas  for  a  visit  and  to  share  with 
the  kids  in  the  village. 

God  bless  you  and  keep  you! 

Love  in  Christ, 
Rachel 
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SOUTH  DISTRICT  PIONEERING  WORK 

ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  I*»  Reverend  Dario  Basingtt 


by  The  Reverend  Dario  Basingil 

The  14th  Annual  District  Conference  of  Palawan  was 
held  at  Balacan  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Balacan,  Brookes 
Point,  Palawan,  February  26-27,  2004.  The  theme  of  the 
conference  was  "Your  Calling  and  Your  Obedience." 

There  were  12  local  churches  and  28  workers  at  the 
South  District  of  Palawan  under  the  supervision  of  Pas- 
tor Jimmy  Ombang  as  the  District  Chairman.  At  present, 
he  is  the  pastor  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Plaridel,  Aborlan, 
Palawan. 


14th  Annual  District  Conference 
Abo-Abo,  Sofronio  Espanola 


The  faithful  members  of  Plaridel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 


In  2003,  the  Mission  Department  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  Philippines  assigned  pastor  Rey  Manlangit  at 
Barangay.  Isaub,  Aborlan,  Palawan  as  a  pioneer  worker 
in  this  area. 

They  have  Sunday  School,  worship  service,  and  now 
they  have  a  fellowship  center  and  a  place  to  worship  the 
Lord. 

The  Bible  says  in  Matthew  28:19-20:  "Go  ye  therefore, 
and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost:  Teaching 
them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded 
you:  and,  lo,  I  am  with  you  always  even  unto  the  end  of 
the  world.  Amen."  This  is  the  fulfillment  of  the  great 
commission.  God  will  not  leave  or  forsake  us  if  we  are 
faithful  to  His  will.  Through  the  grace  of  God,  the  work 
of  this  area  is  growing.  Praise  God! 

Please  continue  to  pray  for  the  ministry  we  have, 
because  most  of  the  people  living  here  belong  to  the 
minorities  (Tagbanua  Tribes). 
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IN  PRAISE  OF  BROTHERLY  LOVE  JESUS  CHRIST 
OUR  SAVIOUR  FELLOWSHIP  FWBC  LUNCH  FELLOWSHIP 

by  Pastor  Arnel  Cuba 


Behold,  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren 
to  dwell  together  in  unity. 

The  Jesus  Christ  Our  Saviour  Fellowship  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Barangay  Mandarat,  old  Buncag  held  a 
lunch  fellowship  after  the  morning  worship  service. 

It  is  one  of  our  church  activities.  The  purpose  of  this 
fellowship  has  been  to  inspire  all  who  attend  to  continu- 
ally strengthen  their  walk  with  the  Lord  while  offering 
opportunities  of  fellowship  and  encouragement. 

This  will  be  held  the  last  Sunday  of  every  month. 

Please  pray  for  us  that  Christ's  love  will  bind  us  to- 
gether forever. 


Members  enjoying  a  lunch  buffet  while  fellowshiping  with  one 
another. 


Children's  ttoric 


INVITATION 

The  Board  of  Directors  invite  you  and  your  guests  to  our  Annual  Luncheon  for  Friends  of  Children  Appreciation 
Day  on  Saturday  November  20, 2004, 12  noon,  at  the  Whitley  Center  on  campus.  The  speaker  will  be  Frank  Harrison 
from  Mount  Olive,  NC.  Special  music  will  be  performed  by  "HIS"  from  Antioch  Church,  Goldsboro,  NC. 

Please  RSVP  by  November  1,  2004 

Number  in  Party  

Name:  Phone  


Address: 


City:. 


State: 


Zip_ 


Please  return  the  above  form  to: 
FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  249 
Middlesex,  NC  27557 
Telephone:  (252)  235-2161 
Fax:  (252)  235-2625 
e-mail:  <cbatten@fwbchildrenshome.org> 
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(HILDRCn'S  ttOME 


NEEDS  LIST 

Large  Roasting  Pan 
Craft  Supplies  and  Kits 
Bath  Towels /Bath  Cloths 
Curtains/ Valances  for  Cottages 
Bath  Mats 
Vacuum  Cleaners 
27  or  32  inch  TVs 
Treadmill 
Dishwashers  for  Cottages 
DVD  Movies 
Teen  Extreme  Bibles 
Refrigerators  for  Cottages 
Soft  Soap 
Play  Station  Games  (E  rating) 
Washer  and  Dryers  for  cottage 
Canned  Foods  (Corn,  string  beans, 
Peas,  Pinto  Beans,  etc.) 


SAY  GOOD-BYE  TO  THE  SUMMER 


The  Children's  Home  residents  were  excited  to  start  back  to  school,  but 
not  before  one  last  summer  fling.  On  August  4,  the  kids  packed  up  for  a  day 
trip  to  Paramount  King's  Dominion.  A  special  thanks  goes  to  our  trip  sponsor. 
A  good  time  was  had  by  all. 

We  have  30  residents  enrolled  in  public  school  this  year,  and  we  have  4 
college  students  continuing  their  education.  Please  be  much  in  prayer  for  our 
residents  as  they  settle  back  into  the  day-to-day  routines  of  school. 


PAPER  DRIVE 

Thanks  to  Spring  Branch  Church,  we  have  a  good  on-hand  supply  of  paper  products.  On  July  16,  residents  and  staff 
boarded  the  agency  vans  for  a  night  at  the  ballgame.  Bill  Doane  and  Spring  Branch  Church's  Layman's  league, 
Walstonburg,  had  organized  a  paper  products /cleaning  supplies  drive  for  the  Children's  Home.  They  had  invited 
churches  and  individuals  to  participate  by  coming  out  to  enjoy  the  Mudcats  game,  and  bring  donations  with  them.  It 
was  a  good  ballgame,  with  spectacular  fireworks,  and  two  truck  loads  of  supplies  for  the  Children's  Home.  The  Spring 
Branch  Layman's  League  plan  to  make  this  paper  drive  an  annual  event. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  16  October  2004 


RECENT  VISITORS 

Throughout  the  months,  we  have  visitors  from  various  churches  and  groups.  Here  are  a  few  of  the  most  recent,  as 
well  as  pictures  from  the  annual  Cape  Fear/Western  Conference  Youth  Day  held  here  on  campus. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TEACHER  APPRECIATION  DAY 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  17,  2004 

IDEAS  FOR  HONORING  YOUR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TEACHERS 

Sunday  School  Teacher  Appreciation  Day  should  be  observed  in  all  churches  because  of  the  impact  these  people 
have  on  the  lives  of  their  students.  The  three-fold  mission  of  the  Sunday  School  is  to  teach  the  knowledge  of  God,  build 
relationships,  and  share  the  Gospel  with  everyone.  There  should  be  a  balance  of  each  of  these  efforts  in  the  Sunday 
School  program.  The  Sunday  School  provides  the  biblical  foundation  for  the  church  and  as  such  should  have  a  major 
focus  of  attention  from  the  pastor,  other  church  leaders,  and  congregation  members.  Sunday  School  teachers  are  the 
ones  to  help  students  realize  the  real-life  applications  of  the  Scriptural  truths  contained  in  each  Sunday's  lesson. 

There  are  many  ways  by  which  the  church  can  honor  these  faithful  teachers.  A  few  of  these  are  as  follows:  however, 
if  you  would  like  other  ideas,  you  can  contact  Mary  Dudley  at  P.O.  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513;  (252)  746-4963;  e-mail: 
<director@ofwbsundayschool.org>. 

•  Nominate  the  teacher  for  the  OFWB  Sunday  •  Focus  sermon  topics  on  the  importance  of  Sunday 
School  Teacher  of  the  Year.  School. 

•  Publicize  the  special  day  by  announcements  in  •  Have  recognition  services, 
the  church  bulletin,  inserts  in  the  bulletin,  posters 

placed  in  and  around  the  church  and  possibly  •  Give  tokens  of  your  gratitude  for  the  faithfulness 

businesses  in  the  community.  of  the  teachers. 

•  Send  e-cards  over  the  internet. 
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ConvtriTion  flews 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  BEGINS  PROCESS 

For  some  time  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  has  functioned  without  the  office  of  General  Administrator 
being  filled.  The  Executive  Committee,  in  its  meeting  of  July  15,  2004,  advised  the  Policy  and  Personnel  Committee  to  open 
the  process  to  receive  Letters  of  Application  and  Resumes  beginning  August  2,  2004-October  31,  2004.  The  committee  con- 
sists of  the  Reverends  Harold  Swinson,  Garland  Suggs,  and  Dr.  Michael  Pelt. 

Please  send  your  Letter  of  Application  and  Resume  to  the  Rev.  Harold  Swinson,  4961  Free  Union  Church  Road,  Pinetown, 
NC  27865.  All  Letters  of  Application  and  Resumes  will  be  kept  confidential  and  the  final  decision  made  by  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Convention.  Please  be  much  in  prayer  for  the  search  committee,  the  Executive  Committee,  and  the  deci- 
sions they  will  be  making  in  the  coming  months. 

Qualifications  and  Responsibilities  of  the  General  Administrator 
of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

Purpose 

The  purpose  of  this  position  shall  be  to  provide  a  principal  administration  of  the  Convention  and  Executive  Committee  and  the 
establishment  of  an  office  for  the  purpose  of  general  public  relations  within  and  without  the  denomination  relative  to  the  entire 
program  of  the  Convention  (Article  III,  Section  4  of  Constitution  and  Bylaws). 

1.  Qualifications 

Personal:  The  candidate  for  this  position  shall  evidence  for  these  personal  qualities. 

1.  Personal  integrity,  good  moral  and  ethical  behavior,  and  responsible  management  of  personal  finances. 

2.  Sound  Christian  character  and  commitment. 

3.  A  temperament  capable  of  building  good  interpersonal  relationships  with  both  clergy  and  laity. 

4.  This  person  shall  exhibit  the  qualities  of  a  servant  in  their  role  as  a  leader. 

5.  Well-founded  Christian  convictions  along  with  the  capacity  for  open-mindedness  and  honesty  in  all  deliberations  and  decisions. 

6.  Holds  a  personal  theological  position  that  is  coherent  with  that  of  the  denomination. 

7.  Given  to  neatness  and  good  taste  in  matters  of  dress  and  appearance. 

Educational:  **The  candidate  for  this  position  shall  have: 

1.  **An  adequate  education  and  work  experience  in  the  area  of  administrative  leadership,  to  include  at  least  a  college  degree  or  ten 
(10)  years  of  experience. 

2.  A  thorough  knowledge  of  church  history  and  doctrine,  especially  that  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

3.  Knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  Christian  theology  supportive  of  an  adequate  perception  and  understanding  of  the  Church  and  its 
mission  in  the  world. 

**Experience:  The  candidate  shall  have  had  tenure  of  successful  leadership.  Administrative  experience  in  a  local  church,  or  one  of 
the  conferences,  or  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  or  one  of  its  ministries  is  considered  helpful. 

Responsibilities 

1.  The  General  Administrator  (hereafter  referred  to  as  GA)  is  employed  by  the  Executive  Committee  and  charged  with  the  respon- 
sibility of  working  closely  with  the  President  within  the  framework  of  programs  and  policies  approved  by  the  committee. 

2.  The  GA  shall  be  available  to  provide  assistance  to  various  boards,  commissions,  and  committees  of  the  Convention.  The  GA  will 
assist  the  agencies  in  remaining  consistent  with  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  Convention  and  the  purposes  for  which  these 
agencies  were  established.  The  GA  shall  be  properly  informed  as  to  the  policies,  programs,  and  procedures  of  the  various  boards 
with  a  view  of  promoting  their  efforts  toward  harmony  and  a  spirit  of  cooperation. 

3.  The  GA  is  responsible  for  supervision  of  the  headquarters  office  and  the  staff  (In  accordance  with  personnel  policies  of  the  office). 

4.  The  G  A  shall  be  available  to  work  with  pastors,  churches  and  various  committees  of  the  Convention  to  improve  working  relation- 
ships and  to  stimulate  growth  within  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

5.  The  GA,  in  wider  church  circles,  shall  seek  to  build  and  sustain  relationships  with  other  churches  that  have  similar  beliefs,  aims, 
and  purposes,  and  endeavor  to  interpret  the  position  of  our  church  to  the  larger  Christian  community. 

Specific  Duties 

1.  The  GA  is  responsible  and  to  work  along  with  the  Administrative  Assistant  in  the  publication  of  the  annual  Yearbook. 

2.  The  GA  is  responsible  with  the  Administrative  Assistant  for  printing  and  distribution  of  the  annual  Church  Letter  prior  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Convention. 

3.  The  GA  will  be  responsible  for  compiling  and  publishing  the  annual  denominational  Report  Book. 

4.  The  GA  shall  act  as  a  liaison  with  pastors  and  churches  by  preparing  and  maintaining  a  list  of  available  ministers  and  churches  of 
the  Convention. 

5.  The  GA  shall  be  responsible  for  preparing  each  year  a  denominational  calendar  with  information  from  the  various  boards, 
commissions,  and  committees  in  its  preparation. 
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Woman's  Auxiliary 


WORSHIP  ON  THE  MOUNTAIN 

by  Teresa  Grubbs 

The  August  2-7, 2004  Cragmont  Woman's  Conference  was  attended  by  52  campers,  ranging  in  age  from  24  to  92.  One  male 
camper  was  courageous  enough  to  join  this  group.  These  campers  came  from  five  of  our  conferences. 

May  Pittman  began  our  week  with  a  devotion  about  "mints":  what  we  "mint"  to  do  and  didn't  get  around  to.  Everyone 
received  a  mint  candy  and  was  told  to  do  something  they  had  planned  to  do  for  another  person  before  eating  their  treat. 

Morning  devotions  were  by  the  "Stoney  Creek  Gang":  Kerrie,  Kristie,  Marsha,  and  Willie.  The  theme  topic  for  the  week, 
"The  Worship  of  a  Godly  Woman"  was  taught  by  Kristie  Bailey  and  Kerrie  Clayton,  with  the  theme  verses  from  John  4:23-24. 
The  Bible  Study  included  videos  and  a  skit  in  which  three  women  auditioned  for  a  place  as  a  worshiper  before  God.  Evening 
study  included  "A  Prayer  Bag,"  "Twosome"  (couples  in  the  Bible),  a  study  on  "Light,"  and  a  "Well"  object  lesson,  all  pre- 
sented by  Becky  Jo  Sumner. 

The  week  included  the  usual  "trip."  This  year  those  desiring  to,  went  to  Hendersonville  and  the  Flat  Rock  Playhouse.  The 
Rev.  John  Williams  updated  the  campers  with  his  Cragmont  Report.  Friday  afternoon  "Fun  Time"  was  hosted  by  Myra 
Webster  and  Meredith  Caraway  and  included  lots  of  laughter  and  a  scavenger  hunt  in  the  ladies'  pocketbooks.  The  Rev. 
Harold  Jones,  the  Executive  Director  of  OFWB  International,  brought  the  final  service  for  the  week. 

Special  thanks  to  Teresa  Ball,  May  Pittman,  and  Sandy  Thick,  for  their  hard  work  in  making  all  of  the  Woman's  Conference 
weeks  special.  Thanks  to  JoAnn  Parrish  and  Kerrie  Clayton  for  making  the  time  for  "singing  unto  the  Lord"  a  special  part  of 
our  worship. 


Past  Revisited 


Boy  Scout  Jamboree  at  Camp  Vandemere 


Martha  Parsons  and  Russell  Tyson  at  the 
State  Youth  Convention 


DO  YOU  SAY,  'I  CAN'T," 
AND  REFUSE  TO  DO  YOUR  PART? 

by  Juanita  Smith,  Marianna,  Florida 

This  article  is  re-printed  from  The  Free  Will  Baptist, 
Wednesday,  January  22,  1936  edition. 


Have  you  ever  been  asked  to  do  a 
job  and,  without  thinking,  just  because 
it  would  require  a  little  work  and  time, 
say,  "I  can't"?  Do  you  sit  on  the  back 
seat  because  you're  afraid  that  if  you 
go  up  to  the  front  you  might  have  a  job 
to  do,  or  you  might  be  asked  to  take 
part  in  some  program  or  plan?  When 
some  special  praise  has  been  bestowed 
upon  your  church  or  some  of  its  works, 
do  you  say,  "We  did  it,"  when  you 
didn't  do  a  thing? 

Do  you  expect  your  League  and  Sun- 
day School  to  really  amount  to  some- 
thing when  you  are  absent  because  you 
have  to  see  the  picture  at  the  theater, 
or  you  have  to  go  to  this  place  and  that, 
or  have  to  do  something  else?  When 
asked  to  take  a  part  on  the  program, 
do  you  say,  "I  can't"?  Or  when  you 
have  been  given  a  part,  do  you  stay 
home  because  you  didn't  want  to  take 
it?  Then,  you  wonder  why  the  lessons 
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have  to  be  read,  and  why  more  people 
don't  go,  and  why  more  interest  is  not 
shown.  Still,  you  don't  do  your  part. 
Perhaps  you  are  one  of  the  people  who 
say  they  will  do  a  job  until  the  time 
comes,  and  then  they  fail.  Here  is  an 
illustration: 

Mike's  wife  was  over  at  Pat's  house 
and  saw  him  writing  a  list  of  names. 
"What  is  he  doing?"  she  asked  the  lady 
there.  "He  is  writing  the  names  of  all 
the  people  he  thinks  he  can  lick,"  the 
lady  announced.  "Is  my  husband's 
name  on  there?"  Mike's  wife  asked. 
"Yes,  it  heads  the  list,"  was  the  reply 

Mike's  wife  went  home  and  told 
Mike  what  Pat  was  doing.  "Is  my  name 
on  there?"  he  asked.  "Yes,  it  heads  the 
list,"  his  wife  replied. 

Mike  paid  Pat  a  visit.  Pat  was  still  at 
his  work.  "Pat,"  said  Mike,  "you  know 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


vou  can't  lick  me."  "I  can't?"  said  Pat. 
"Well,  I'll  erase  your  name  off  then." 

That  is  the  way  with  a  lot  of  us.  It's 
too  easy  to  accept  failure.  Just  because 
someone  says  that  we  can't  do  a  thing, 
we  give  up  without  trying. 

Do  people  feel  unwelcome  at  our 
church,  League,  or  Sunday  School  be- 
cause we  fail  to  do  our  part  in  making 
them  welcome?  Or  maybe  we  don't 


invite  them  to  come?  Yet,  we  wonder 
why  more  people  don't  come  to  our 
church  more  frequently.  Do  we  wait  for 
the  other  fellow  to  go  ahead?  If  we  do, 
let  us  quit  it.  Maybe  in  going  ahead  we 
might  cause  someone  to  follow,  and  if 
we  wait  we  might  wait  too  late. 

These  aren't  all  the  things  that  we  say 
we  can't  do  when  we  can.  And  if  we 
have  been  failing  to  do  our  duty,  let  us 


make  a  new  resolution.  Let  us  begin  by 
doing  our  part  in  our  church,  League, 
and  Sunday  School,  and  not  go  to  other 
places  in  preference  to  church.  And  let 
us  not  say  "No"  when  asked  to  take  a 
part,  and  quit  staying  home  when  we 
have  a  part.  Let  us  invite  people  to  our 
church,  and  when  they  come  make 
them  welcome.  Let  us  be  workers  in- 
stead of  shirkers. 


Gimp  VAMDENtRt 


NEW  WHEELS 


Camp  Vandemere  would  like  to 
thank  the  Women's  Auxiliary  of  Daly's 
Chapel  in  Seven  Springs  and  the  Adult 
Sunday  School  Fellowship  Class  of 
Deep  Run  for  all  of  their  hard  work 
raising  the  money  to  purchase  this  golf 
cart.  Thank  you  for  supporting  Camp 
Vandemere. 


RECIPE  BOOK 

Camp  Vandemere  is  in  the  process 
of  making  a  cookbook.  If  you  have  a 
recipe  that  you  would  like  to  publish, 
please  send  it  to:  Lexa  Upton,  5683  NC 
Hwy  33E,  Chocowinity,  NC  27817. 


SPECKLED  TROUT  FISHING 
TOURNAMENT 
NOVEMBER  20,  2004 

All  proceeds  will  go  to  help  support  Camp  Vandemere.  This  package  is  for  one 
night  stay  in  dorms,  including  breakfast  and  fishing  fee  (which  includes  dinner 
on  November  20):  $40  per  person.  Lodge  rooms  are  available  at  an  extra  cost. 
Trophies  and  door  prizes  will  be  given.  Please  fill  out  form  below. 


Name 


Address. 


City. 


State 


Zip. 


Phone  (  )_ 


Church. 


Number  in  party. 


Overnight  lodging:  Yes_ 


.No. 


Friday  night  dinner:  Yes  No  (charge  is  $6  per  person) 

Please  return  this  form  by:  November  15,  2004  along  with  $25  (non-refund- 
able) fee  to:  Camp  Vandemere,  P.O.  Box  188,  Vandemere,  NC  28587. 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  Camp  Vandemere.  Ice,  drinks,  and  snacks  can 
be  bought  at  the  camp. 
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CAMP  VANDEMERE 
WOMAN'S  CONFERENCE  2004 

by  Judith  Kennedy  and  Stumpy  Quinn,  co-hosts  of  Women's  Week 

On  June  21,  2004,  a 
group  of  women  gathered 
at  Camp  Vandemere  lo- 
cated on  the  beautiful  Bay 
River  in  Pamlico  County 
for  the  annual  Woman's 
Conference.  The  theme 
was  "It's  the  'Grind'  that 
Gets  'em,"  with  Debra 
King  as  our  daily  session 
leader. 

Pictured  are  the  women  in  attendance  for  the  Woman's  Qur  m0rning  devo- 
Conference  at  Camp  Vandemere.  tions  were  given  by  Mrs 

Lois  Wetherington  of  Moseley's  Creek,  Cove  City,  NC.  Our  evening  devo- 
tions were  given  by  Mrs.  Amy  Scott,  of  Juniper  Chapel,  Vanceboro,  NC.  Mu- 
sic was  provided  by  Mrs.  Pat  Arthur  of  Memorial,  Chocowinity,  NC.  The  camp 
photographer  was  Mrs.  Joan  Faulkner  of  White  Oak,  LaGrange,  NC.  She  made 
sure  that  every  event  was  documented  with  a  picture  and  Josephine  Ipock  of 
Spring  Hope,  New  Bern,  NC,  gave  our  women  a  challenge  with  crafts  which 
were  enjoyed  by  all.  At  the  close  of  our  Monday  afternoon  service  with  the 
Rev.  Wayne  King  as  speaker,  we  surprised  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Wayne  King  with 
an  anniversary  reception.  They  have  been  married  for  34  years. 

Tuesday  night  our  guest  speaker  was  the  Rev.  Nelson  Koonce  of  Rock  of 
Zion,  Grantsboro,  NC.  Wednesday  afternoon,  Mount  Zion  Church  Auxiliary 
hosted  our  Woman  of  the  Year  program.  The  "One  Voice  Youth  Group"  of 
New  Bern,  NC  presented  their  program  "Your  Love  Is  Amazing,"  which  was 
wonderful  and  enjoyed  by  all.  After  the  program,  Mount  Zion  Auxiliary 
opened  their  dining  hall  for  refreshments  for  everyone.  We  thank  them  very 
much  for  being  such  a  gracious  host.  After  our  dinner  meal  with  our  guest 
CSI  (Merci)  from  Kentucky,  we  were  all  blessed  by  the  Liberty  Boys  of  Jack- 
sonville, NC  in  song  and  testimony.  Thursday  afternoon,  we  enjoyed  our  an- 
nual Woman's  Conference  banquet  with  speaker  Wesley  Taylor,  Camp  Direc- 
tor, after  which  we  were  dismissed  and  left  for  home,  refreshed,  revived,  and 
excited  about  the  love  of  God  and  His  goodness  to  us,  and  looking  forward  to 
next  year's  Conference.  Won't  you  come  and  join  us  and  grow  in  your  Chris- 
tian walk  with  the  Lord  while  you  relax  by  the  beautiful  Bay  River  created  by 
God  for  our  pleasure? 


SINGIN 
BY  THE  RIVER 

The  Singin'  By  the  River  was  a 
wonderful  success.  The  Camp  raised 
approximately  $15,000.  Camp 
Vandemere  would  like  to  thank  ev- 
eryone who  had  a  part  in  the  Singin' 
By  the  River,  and  also  everyone  who 
bought  an  ad  in  the  Advertising 
Book. 


Gospel  Sing 


fust  Plain  Old  Fun 


"One  Voice"  based  out  of  New  Bern  pro- 
vided the  program  for  our  Woman  of  the 
Year  program. 
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The  Rev.  Wayne  King  and  wife,  Debra, 
cut  their  cake  at  their  34th  anniversary  re- 
ception. 


People  i  Events 


GOOD  THINGS  KEEP  HAPPENING 
AT  PLEASANT  HILL  CHURCH 

by  Dixie  McLawhorn 


L-R:  Dessie  Stanley,  Carrie  Lee  Haddock,  Ida  Mae  Sutton, 
Margie  Stanley,  and  Lila  Mae  Adams. 


Sunday,  August  8,  2004,  was  a  day  that  will  long  be  re- 
membered at  Pleasant  Hill  Church  in  Pitt  County  The  morn- 
ing (and  the  church)  was  filled  to  overflowing  with  friends 
and  family  and  the  sweet  spirit  of  praise,  worship,  and  fel- 
lowship. Five  very  special  women  in  our  church  were  pre- 
sented with  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  Life  Membership  Award 
by  our  president,  Bonnie  Adams  and  our  vice-president, 
Brenda  Van  Derven. 

We  are  so  blessed  to  have  women  in  our  church  who  know 
what  it's  like  to  ". .  .serve  the  Lord  with  gladness. . .  and  . .  .en- 
ter into  his  courts  with  praise"  (Psalm  100:2,  4).  The  five 
women  have  been  doing  just  that  thing  for  the  last  50-75 
years  (give  or  take  20  years),  as  they  served  the  Lord  faith- 
fully. You  could  probably  count  on  both  hands  the  number 
of  times  they  missed  services  because  of  something  not  di- 
rectly having  to  do  with  sicknesses,  deaths,  or  other  circum- 
stances beyond  their  control.  They  simply  love  to  be  in  the 
church.  They  were  raised  knowing  church  is  the  place  to  be 
on  the  Lord's  Day. 

Dessie  Stanley,  affectionately  called  "Ma  Dessie,"  our  only 
living  charter  member  of  the  Woman's  Auxiliary,  was  the 
first  recipient  of  the  award.  She  has  faithfully  served  her  Lord 
and  her  church  with  dedication  and  love  for  75  plus  years  . 
She  was  the  first  president  of  the  "Ladies  Aid,"  as  the  auxil- 
iary was  formerly  called.  Ma  Dessie  has  always  come  to  the 
rescue  when  things  needed  to  be  done  in  the  church.  She 
realizes  the  church  building  is  not  ours — it  belongs  to  the 
Lord.  She  continues  to  make  sure  everything  is  "just  right" 
in  His  house.  She  has  been  an  inspiration  to  everyone  with 
whom  she  has  come  into  contact  at  church. 

Ida  Mae  Sutton  has  served  the  Lord  and  her  church  in 
many  capacities.  Many  years  ago,  she  was  in  charge  of  the 
devotions  for  the  Cottage  Prayer  Meetings.  She  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Quilter 's  Circle  for  many  years.  She  is  known 


for  the  beautiful  afghans  she  crochets  for  the  church  auc- 
tions, her  friends,  and  family.  She  is  a  constant  reminder  to 
the  younger  members  of  the  church  to  be  in  church  on  Sun- 
day. Though  her  knees  are  weak,  her  love  for  the  Lord  and 
her  church  are  as  strong  as  ever. 

Margie  Stanley  has  been  a  member  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  and 
Auxiliary  for  58  years.  She  is  a  petite  woman  with  a  gigantic 


heart.  She  has  served  the  Lord  and  the  church  faithfully  by 
teaching,  praying,  heading  up  committees,  cooking,  and  vis- 
iting the  sick.  She  baked  and  delivered  cookies  to  the  shut- 
ins  during  the  Christmas  holidays.  She  knows  the  impor- 
tance of  prayer,  Bible  study  and  daily  devotions,  something 
she  has  encouraged  everyone  to  begin  or  continue  to  do,  even 
though  we  may  be  rushed  each  day.  She  feels  like  a  day  with- 
out these  three  things  is  a  day  doomed  to  fail.  Because  of 
health  reasons,  she  has  not  been  able  to  attend  church  as 
regularly  as  she  would  like,  but  her  heart  is  with  us  every 
Sunday  morning  and  evening  and  Wednesday  night. 

Lila  Mae  Adams  was  the  auxiliary's  third  president  and 
served  in  that  capacity  for  over  20  years.  When  she  first  be- 
gan her  role  as  president,  the  meetings  were  held  in  the  mem- 
bers' homes.  She  remembers,  fondly,  the  warm  and  loving 
fellowship  between  the  women  in  attendance.  She  has  dedi- 
cated her  life  and  service  to  helping  and  loving  others.  For 
many  years,  she  taught  classes  from  children,  youth,  and 
adults.  She  continues  to  help  children  by  working  as  a  sub- 
stitute teacher  at  Chicod  Elementary  School.  She  is  an  avid 
reader  of  the  Bible  and  knows  the  importance  of  getting  to 
know  Jesus  on  a  personal  level.  She  has  depended  on  Him 
through  many  tough  times  in  her  life. 

Carrie  Lee  Haddock  has  been  a  member  at  Pleasant  Hill 
Church  since  the  1950s.  Her  love  and  gratitude  to  God  for 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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His  blessings  shows  in  her  dedication  to  the  church,  her  fam- 
ily, and  her  community.  She  has  served  the  Lord  and  her 
church  through  teaching  the  Beginners  Sunday  School  class, 
working  with  the  youth  in  their  church  projects,  and  sing- 
ing in  the  choir.  She  has  been  a  member  of  the  Quilter 's  Circle 
for  many  years,  made  afghans,  and,  along  with  Margie 

Stanley,  coordinated  serv- 
ing meals  to  the  families  of 
members  who  passed  away. 

Each  of  these  ladies  have 
served  as  delegates  to  the 
Auxiliary  Conventions  and 
represented  the  church  dur- 
ing the  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists.  Most  of  the  ladies 
sang  in  the  choir,  and  all  of 
them  love  the  Lord  and 
their  church  family.  We  love 
them,  too! 

After  the  presentation  of 
these  awards,  seven  people  were  baptized.  Some  were  bap- 
tized as  the  outward  sign  of  the  rededication  of  their  lives  to 
the  Lord.  Some  made  new  commitments  to  Him. 


Special  music  by  Carolyn  Belch  and  prayer  led  us  back 
into  the  fellowship  hall  for  our  monthly  Family  and  Friends 
Day  lunch.  We  all  enjoyed  the  wonderful  food  and  fellow- 
ship. The  day  was  long,  but  it  was  so  worth  the  extra  time 
spent.  There's  a  song  that  says  what  the  church  felt  that  day: 
"When  praises  go  up,  blessings  come  down."  We've  been 
so  blessed! 


DAVIS  CHURCH  INSTALLS  KEVIN  STOTT  AS  PASTOR 


The  Rev.  Kevin  Stott,  a  native  of  Durham,  has  been  installed 
as  pastor  of  Davis  Church  in  Carteret  County.  Dr.  W.  Burkette 
Raper,  president  emeritus  of  Mount  Olive  College,  who  de- 
livered a  sermon  on  the  working  relationship  between  "The 
Pastor  and  The  Church,"  conducted  the  installation  service. 

Also  participating  in  the  installation  was  Mr.  Milton  Styron, 
senior  deacon,  who  presented  Mr.  Stott  a  copy  of  The  Articles 
of  Faith  and  the  Principles  of  Church  Government  for  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists.  Speaking  for  the  membership  of  the  church,  Mr. 
Styron  declared,  "This  publication  sets  forth  the  doctrines  of 
our  church  and  how  we  operate  as  a  body  of  believers."  It 
was  noted  that  these  articles  of  faith  are  rooted  in  the  confes- 
sion of  the  General  Baptists  of  England  in  the  early  seven- 
teenth century  and  were  brought  to  America  during  Colonial 


Participants  in  the  installation  of  the  Rev.  Kevin  Stott  as  pastor  of    days,  prior  to  the  founding  of  our  nation. 
Davis  Church  in  Carteret  County  (left  to  right):  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,        The  history  of  Davis  Church  extends  back  to  1878  when  it 
president  meritus  of  Mount  Olive  College;  Mr.  Stott;  and  deacons,  Milton    was  organized  by  R.  K.  Hearn,  a  prominent  Free  Will  Baptist 
Styron  and  Hubert  Brohawn.  minister  of  the  nineteenth  century  who  later  served  as  editor 

of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press,  now  located  in  Ayden,  NC.  As- 
sisting with  the  organization  was  the  Rev.  Farren  Willis,  who  served  as  the  first  pastor. 

Mr.  Stott  is  a  graduate  of  Elon  University  and  was  ordained  to  the  Christian  ministry  in  1992  by  the  Western  Conference  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  In  addition  to  the  Davis  Church,  he  has  served  as  pastor  of  the  First  Church  of  Durham.  His  wife 
is  the  former  Sherry  Golden  of  Stacy.  The  Stotts  are  parents  of  two  adopted  sons,  Benjamin  and  Samuel. 


BIRTHDAY  CELEBRATION 

The  family  of  Pearl  Johnson  Hunt  invites  you  to  help  her  celebrate  her  ninetieth  birthday  on  Sunday,  October  24, 
2004,  at  Palmer  Memorial  Church  Fellowship  Hall,  2038  Garner  Road,  Garner,  NC,  from  2:30  P.M.-4  p.m. 

A  card  or  note  containing  memories  of  past  experiences  you  have  shared  would  be  appreciated.  No  gifts  please 
unless  it  is  a  contribution  to  the  "M.  L.  and  Pearl  Johnson  Endowed  Scholarship  Fund"  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

For  more  information,  contact  Wanda  Johnson  at  (919)  772-2831. 
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KINGS  CROSS  ROADS 
HONORS  SENIOR  CITIZENS 

by  Jane  C.  Tripp 


SNOW  HILL 
TO  HOLD 
FALL  BAZAAR 

As  the  air  turns  cooler  and  crisper 
and  the  leaves  change  to  golden  yel- 
lows, oranges,  and  reds,  Snow  Hill 
Church  members  will  begin  gearing  up 
for  their  annual  Fall  Bazaar.  This  year, 
the  bazaar  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  Oc- 
tober 30,  and  according  to  church  offi- 
cials, there  will  be  something  for  every- 
one to  enjoy,  from  homemade  crafts 
and  delicious  barbecue  to  an  amazing 
assortment  of  items  that  will  go  to  the 
highest  bidder  in  an  event-long  silent 
auction.  Proceeds  from  the  bazaar  will 
go  to  the  church's  building  fund.  The 
event  begins  bright  and  early,  at  7  a.m., 
with  a  yard  sale  and  will  end  shortly 
after  the  silent  auction  bid  winners  are 
announced  at  1:30  p.m. 

"We  are  excited  about  our  Fall  Ba- 
zaar," said  Gloria  Edwards,  choir  direc- 
tor and  chairwoman  of  Snow  Hill's 
Feasibility  Committee,  formed  to  raise 
money  for  a  new  sanctuary.  "We  cer- 
tainly look  forward  each  year  to  the 
bazaar,  which  gives  us  a  chance  to  fel- 
lowship with  our  church  family,  our 
friends,  and  the  community." 

In  addition  to  the  yard  sale  and  the 
silent  auction  will  be  the  sale  of  baked 
goods  and  homemade  crafts,  both  done 
in  traditional  Snow  Hill  fashion. 

There  will  be  games  for  the  children, 
and  the  young  at  heart,  and  a 
sumptious  barbecue  pork  or  barbecue 
chicken  dinner  to  cap  off  the  day's 
events.  The  dinner  tickets  are  $6  each. 

The  church  is  located  at  the  corner 
of  Red  Hill  and  Tram  Roads  in  Mount 
Olive. 

The  Bazaar  has  become  an  annual 
event  that  both  the  church  family  and 
the  community  look  forward  to," 
Edwards  said. 

"We  invite  everyone  to  come  out  and 
enjoy  the  day's  events,  the  food,  and 
fellowship.  It's  a  good  way  to  come  to- 
gether, enjoy  one  another's  company, 
and  raise  money  for  a  very  worthwhile 
project — building  a  new  sanctuary," 
Edwards  said.  "We  look  forward  to 
having  lots  of  people  be  a  part  of  our 
bazaar." 

If  anyone  has  questions  about  the 
bazaar,  call  Gloria  Edwards  at  (910) 
592-8105. 


Kings  Cross  Roads  Church  of 
Fountain  held  their  Annual  Senior 
Citizens  Supper  on  July  31,  2004,  with 
supper  and  entertainment.  Janet  Dilda 
and  helpers  elegantly  decorated  the 
fellowship  building  with  purple 
candles  and  glass  bubbles.  A  delicious 
meal  of  London  Broil,  cooked  by  Eric 
Wainwright,  greenbean  casserole, 
boiled  potatoes,  beets,  salad,  rolls,  and 
dessert  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Judy  Jones 
serenaded  the  group  with  accordion 
music  during  the  meal.  There  was  a 
charge  for  everyone  who  attended 
except  the  senior  citizens  who  were  the 
honored  guests.  There  were  56  senior 
citizens  and  60  other  guests  in 
attendance.  The  supper  was  sponsored 
by  the  Adult  II  and  Adult  III  Sunday 
School  classes. 

The  supper  was  served  by  some  of 
the  younger  men  of  the  church.  The 
waiters  included  Tim  Copeland,  Joey 
Williford,  Steve  Cobb  Jr.,  Jay  Tripp,  Jay 
Morris,  Charles  Sutton  Jr.,  Timmy 
Peaden,  Michael  Meeks,  Calvin  Craft, 
Steve  Cobb  Sr.,  and  Joe  Jones. 

The  theme  for  this  year's  program 
was  "A  One,  an'  A  Two,  an'  A  Three" 
in  the  tradition  of  Lawrence  Welk.  The 
program  was  opened  with  a  welcome 
by  the  master  of  ceremonies,  Calvin 


Craft.  Special  music  was  provided  by 
various  church  members.  In  addition 
to  the  piano,  everyone  enjoyed 
listening  to  music  played  on  the  guitar 
and  saxophone. 

As  the  senior  citizens  arrived,  they 
were  pinned  with  a  flower.  Each  senior 
citizen  received  a  clear  glass  salad  plate 
which  had  been  beautifully  hand 
painted  by  Delores  Harris. 

Closing  prayer  was  prayed  by  Jay 
Tripp  with  thanks  to  God  for  the 
example  and  leadership  of  the  senior 
citizens.  The  planning  committee  for 
the  Senior  Citizens  Supper  was  Joan 
Little,  Delores  Harris,  Robin 
Wainwright,  and  Ann  Copeland.  Teresa 
Harris  served  as  photographer  during 
the  event.  Thanks  to  the  committee  for 
a  job  well  done. 

Several  of  the  previous  years  have 
been  a  western  night,  a  Hawaiian  night, 
a  50s  diner  night,  and  a  Hee  Haw  night. 
Each  year  we  ask  what  will  be  next  year 
and  the  committee  always  comes  up 
with  a  new  idea.  We  thank  the  senior 
citizens  of  Kings  Cross  Roads  Church 
for  the  direction  that  has  been  set  for 
the  younger  generations  to  follow  and 
pray  that  we  will  always  serve  Christ 
through  our  church. 


SNOW  HILL  PAYS 
TRIBUTE  TO  SMITH 

by  Sherry  Matthews 

Bob  Kornegay,  right,  a  deacon  at  Snow 
Hill  Church  in  Duplin  County,  presents 
long-time  church  member  Betty  Smith 
with  the  Old  North  State  Award  during 
special  ceremonies  at  the  church  in  Au- 
gust. The  award,  one  of  the  state's  high- 
est honors,  is  presented  to  people  who 
volunteer  in  their  communities.  During 
the  ceremonies,  dubbed  "Betty  Smith 
Day,"  Smith  was  described  as  a  loyal 
church  member,  a  good  friend,  and  a 
person  who  could  be  counted  on  to  do 
anything  from  help  fix  the  church  roof 
and  taking  the  sick  to  doctor's  appointments  to  volunteering  for  Duplin  County's 
Relay  for  Life. 
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DEACONS  ORDAINED 
AT  OAK  GROVE  CHURCH 

by  Willa  Dean  Daughtry 


Ashley  were  set  apart  by  a  prayer  of 
consecration  and  laying  of  hands  by 
the  pastor  and  senior  deacons.  They 
were  presented  a  certificate.  Good 
Christian  fellowship  transpired  as 
family  and  friends  exited  the  sanctu- 
ary. 

Robert  is  the  son  of  Larry  and  Gail 
Holland.  Both  parents  are  devoted 
servants  of  God  and  the  church.  Larry 
has  served  as  a  deacon  and  sings  in 
the  choir.  Gail  teaches  a  Sunday 
school  class  and  sings  in  the  choir. 

Ashley  is  a  part  of  a  family  with 
roots  extending  to  the  founding  of 
Oak  Grove  in  1896.  His  parents  are 
Bruce  and  Patsy  Warren,  who  have 
always  supported  him  with  encour- 
agement and  prayers. 

The  Bible  grants  the  church  the  re- 
sponsibility of  choosing  Christian 
church  leaders.  These  leaders  must  in 
turn  perform  their  duties  and  live 
good  Christian  lives.  Let  us  pray  for 
them  as  they  fulfill  their  tasks. 


Pictured  left  to  right:  John  Butler,  Chairman 
of  Deacon  Board;  Roger  Hill,  Pastor;  Ashley 
Warren,  Deacon;  and  Robert  Holland,  Deacon. 

On  August  1,  2004,  Oak  Grove 
Church  (Cape  Fear  Conference)  or- 
dained two  young  men  as  senior  dea- 
cons: Ashley  Warren  and  Robert  Hol- 
land. Both  have  served  well  as  junior 
deacons. 

The  service  was  planned  to  instruct 
and  inspire.  The  choir  sang,  "Here  I 
Am,  Lord,"  a  hymn  inspired  by  Isaiah 
6:8-9.  Our  pastor  (the  Rev.  Roger  Hill) 
reminded  Ashley  and  Robert  of  their 
duties  and  responsibilities  and  chal- 
lenged them  to  be  servants.  Follow- 
ing this  time  of  counsel,  Robert  and 


CAMP  MEETING  AND  HOMECOMING 

The  Rev.  Harry  C.  Brown,  pastor  of  Horton  Road  Church,  1315  Horton  Road, 
Durham,  NC  27704  invites  you  to  attend  its  annual  Camp  Meeting  and  Home- 
coming on  October  1-3,  2004.  The  schedule  is  as  follows: 


Friday,  October  1 


7  p.m. 

8  P.M. 


Rev.  Bobby  Brazen 
Rev.  Jimi  Marcum 


Saturday,  October  2 

8-  8:30  a.m.,        Fellowship  Time 
8:30-8:55  a.m.     Prayer  Time 

9-  9:55  a.m.        Rev.  Jerry  Johnson 

10-  10:55  a.m.     Rev.  Dale  Burden 

11-  11:55  a.m.      Rev.  Karl  Sexton 

12-  1:15  p.m.        Lunch  (catered  by 

Ole  NC  BBQ) 
1:15-2:10  p.m.  Dr.JoeAnge 
2:15-3:10  p.m.     Rev.  Guy  Owens 

Sunday,  October  3 

9  a.m.       Rev.  Virgil  Nolan 

10  a.m.     Rev.  David  Lee 

11  a.m.      Rev.  A.  B.  Brown 


12  noon    Homecoming  Dinner 

(prepared  by  men /women 
of  the  church) 

Special  singing  by  "Southland  Har- 
mony" during  each  session.  Don't  miss 
this  wonderful  time  of  spiritual  growth1. 

Directions:  Coming  from  Raleigh: 
Take  Hwy  40  to  the  Durham  Freeway 
#147.  Follow  #147  to  Fulton  Street  exit 
#15b.  Turn  right  on  to  Fulton  which  soon 
becomes  Hillandale  Road.  Follow 
Hillandale  Road  approximately  two 
miles  until  you  come  to  Horton  Road  (It 
will  look  like  you  are  coming  to  a 
deadend  but  you  are  not).  Turn  right  on 
Horton  Road  and  go  to  stop  light.  Keep 
straight  through  stop  light  and  the  church 
is  located  approximately  1  /4  of  a  mile  on 
the  right.  Sign  in  front  of  church. 


NASHVILLE 

MISSION 
EXPERIENCE 
'IT'S  A  JUNGLE 
OUT  THERE" 

by  Helen  Smith 

Sisters  Ashley  and  Laura  Parker, 
Savak  and  Amber  Allen,  along  with 
Amanda  Johnson  of  Smyrna  Church  in 
the  Meadow  area  represented  the 
church  the  week  of  July  14  on  the  state 
youth  convention  trip  to  Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

For  five  days,  the  ladies  joined  52 
others  in  a  project  referred  to  as  "It's  a 
Jungle  Out  There."  They  worked  with 
tiV  homeless,  poverty  stricken  families, 
and  unfortunate  children. 

After  almost  a  year  of  planning,  they 
divided  into  groups  and  were  involved 
with  activities  such  as  cleaning  a  day- 
care center,  child  care,  painting  much 
needed  areas,  working  at  food  shelters, 
doing  yard  work,  and  at  the  same  time 
ministering. 

During  the  week,  the  group  were  in- 
volved with  activities  at  St.  Luke's 
Community  House,  Safe  Haven  Home- 
less Shelter,  King's  Daughter  Day  Care, 
Monroe  Harding  Children's  Home,  the 
Nashville  Rescue  Mission,  and  the 
Campus  for  Human  Development. 


Pictured  left  to  right:  Laura  Parker  and 
Amanda  Johnson  provided  child  care. 


Pictured  left  to  right:  Sisters  Laura  and 
Ashley  Parker  reported  to  the  Ethel  Tart  Circle. 
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CAPE  FEAR  YOUTH  NEWS 


Supplies  that  had  been  collected 
were  delivered  to  the  Children's 
Home  on  August  7  at  the  Cape  Fear/ 
Western  District  joint  rally.  Nine 
members  attended  and  took  part  in 
the  fun.  There  was  a  room  full  of  sup- 
plies in  Heritage  Hall  donated  by  our 
churches  for  the  start  of  school  and 
for  regular  operations  of  the  Home. 

The  August  14  Carowinds  trip  was 
cancelled  due  to  Hurricane  Charley. 
According  to  Scott  Lane,  our  tickets 
will  be  honored  on  any  other  open 
day  between  now  and  the  end  of  the 
season  (excluding  special  events  like 
the  "Scare-owinds"  Halloween  cel- 
ebration) so  plan  to  go  another  week- 
end and  encourage  friends,  class- 
mates, coworkers,  and  neighbors  to 
take  advantage  of  the  discounted 
tickets. 

The  first  annual  Cape  Fear  Classic 
golf  tournament  took  place  at  Pine 
Hills  South  (formerly  Chicora)  Coun- 
try Club  on  August  21 .  Winners  of  the 
first  place  trophy  was  a  team  from 


by  Rita  Jones,  Director 

Robert's  Grove  with  the  team  from 
Bethel  taking  second  place.  Thank 
you  to  Youth  President,  Zack  Tart,  for 
his  leadership  and  to  everyone  who 
supprted  the  effort  with  a  team,  a 
sponsorship,  a  donation,  and  prayers. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Youth  Convention  met  at  Mount  Ol- 
ive on  August  28.  The  theme  chosen 
for  the  2005  convention  is  "Christian 
Olympics,"  put  forward  by  Crystal 
Guy  of  Powhatan,  state  recording  sec- 
retary. The  theme  verse  is  Philippians 
4:13  with  the  Public  Speaking  verse 
choices  of  1  Corinthians  9:24-25  and/ 
or  James  1:12.  The  State  Youth  Project 
will  be  raising  funds  for  Foreign  Mis- 
sions to  build  a  house  in  Mexico. 

Please  join  the  Cape  Fear  Youth  Fel- 
lowship  for  a  fall  festival  at 
Haymount  on  the  afternoon  of  Octo- 
ber 16.  If  any  member  church  has  not 
signed  up  to  help  with  the  meal  or 
an  event,  please  contact  Director  Rita 
Jones  at  <RitaJones@ncmail.net>. 


A  group  of  the  Cape  Fear  and  Western 
young  ladies  at  the  Children's  Home  Rally. 


Players  at  the  Cape  Fear  Classic  on  Au- 
gust 21. 


REVIVAL 
SERVICES 

Revival  services  will  be  conducted 
at  Smith's  New  Home  Church,  No- 
vember 1-3,  2004.  Brother  Doug 
Seymour  will  be  the  guest  minister. 
Each  service  will  begin  at  7:30  p.m., 
and  will  feature  congregational  mu- 
sic and  special  music  by  the  choir  and 
individuals. 

We  request  your  prayers  and  pres- 
ence each  evening. 

Smith's  New  Home  is  located  on 
Highway  258  South,  about  ten  miles 
from  Kinston.  Walter  J.  Sutton  is  min- 
ister. 


FALL  HAS  ARRIVED 

by  Rita  Jones 


On  August  1,  there  was  a  special 
anointing  service  at  Powhatan 
Church  with  William  Cox  serving  as 
the  proxy  for  leukemia  patient, 
Folden  Lee  IV.  Doctors  exhausted  all 
treatment  resources  during  the  last 
weeks,  and  he  went  to  be  with  the 
Lord  on  September  1 .  Please  pray  for 
his  family  during  this  time  of  loss.  A 
website  of  journal  entries  document- 
ing his  short  life  is  located  at: 
<www.caringbridge.org/ nc/ folden/ 
>. 

Powhatan  Woman's  Auxiliary 
shared  a  pizza  lunch  (our  treat)  with 
the  residents  at  the  Children's  Home 
on  Sunday,  August  22.  A  presentation 
of  a  gift  of  a  new  copier  for  the  after- 
school  study  program  was  made  by 
President  Ann  Narron.  Cynthia  Bat- 
ten accepted  the  gift  on  behalf  of  the 
Children's  Home. 

The  youth  left  on  August  27  right 


after  school  to  travel  to  West  Virginia. 
On  Saturday,  they  went  white-water 
rafting,  many  for  the  first  time.  Deb 
Jones  and  Greg  Bass  II  experienced 
the  scary  feeling  of  getting  knocked 
off  the  raft  in  the  Level  4  rapids,  but 
they  both  made  it  through  without 
harm,  only  the  loss  of  one  shoe.  On 
Sunday,  Julie  Cox  and  Tina  Pack  in- 
vited everyone  to  their  home  church 
for  services,  and  Julie's  family  served 
dinner  for  the  group  before  they  trav- 
eled back  home  to  Clayton. 

On  August  29,  10  people  gave  a 
public  testimony  by  being  baptized. 
James  Isaac  Guy,  his  wife  Teresa,  and 
their  two  boys,  Joshua  and  Jason; 
Crystal  Joyner  and  her  children 
Hollie  and  Kevin;  Helen  Barbour  and 
daughter,  Lisa  Lauria;  and  Tammy 
Benson  all  took  part  in  the  event. 
Please  pray  for  them  in  their  Chris- 
tian walk. 
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Our  "willing  participants,"  Rev.  Calvin 
Heath,  pastor  and  Jean  Thompson,  VBS  Di- 
rector. 


POUNDS  OF  CHANGE  HELP  MISSIONS 

by  fean  Thompson,  VBS  Director,  Rains  Cross  Church 
Pastor,  The  Reverend  Calvin  Heath 

What  a  powerful  and  meaningful 

Vacation  Bible  School,  "Jesus  Helps 

You  Power  Up!"  we  had  at  Rains 

Crossroads  Church,  Kenly,  July  18- 

22,  2004.  We  found  that  "God  can 

build  you  up"  in  so  many  ways  if  you 

are  working  for  Him. 

For  our  offering  this  year  we  had  a 

competition  between  the  boys  and 

girls.  Whoever  had  the  most  change 

by  weight,  not  amount,  at  the  end  of 

VBS  would  be  able  to  throw  whipped 

cream  pies  at  either  the  Pastor  or  VBS 

Director.  After  the  first  night,  we  be- 
gan to  see  our  faith  being  "Powered 

Up."  We  set  a  goal  of  $550  and  our 

beginning  total  was  21  pounds  of 

change  ($110.03).  Each  night  the 

youth,  as  well  as  adults  waited  to  see 

whose  bucket  was  the  heaviest.  There 

was  a  bag  with  2,650  pennies  and  one 

with  1,255  pennies.  At  the  end  of  our 

four  nights  we  could  not  believe  the 

total.  The  boys  had  165  pounds  and 

the  girls  had  266  pounds  for  a  total 

of  431  pounds  of  change,  which  gave 

us  $829.02  ($279  over  our  goal). 
The  girls  were  so  excited  to  be  able 

to  smear  a  pie  in  the  Pastor's  face  but 
the  boys  were  rewarded  also  by  be- 
ing able  to  "cream  the  VBS  Director." 
Praises  abounded  for  the  final  total 
of  $1,045.56  which  almost  doubled 
our  goal. 

Harold  Jones  sent  our  offering  to 
help  complete  the  Talibon  FWB 
Church  in  the  Philippines.  How 
proud  we  are  of  our  VBS  youth  and 
adults  for  surpassing  our  goal  so  the 
mission  work  could  be  done. 

We  urge  all  churches  to  send  their 
next  year's  VBS  offering  to  Foreign 
Missions.  Let's  see  how  much  we  can 
raise  for  this  denominational  minis- 
try. 


Anna  Mitchell  throwing  whip  cream  pie 
in  pastor  Calvin  Heath's  face.  VBS  youth 
and  adult  looking  on. 


Ryne  Woodard  "creaming"  our  VBS 
Director,  Jean  Thompson. 


PENNIES  FROM 
ANGELS  START 
CALENDAR  SALE 

Reprinted  by  permission  from 
Goldsboro  News-Argus 
Pennies  From  Angels  is  once  again 
selling  calendars  as  a  fund-raiser.  The 
nonprofit  organization  that  helps  can- 
cer patients  with  various  needs  has 
about  2,000  2004  calendars  for  sale  at 
Southeastern  Medical  Oncology  Cen- 
ter and  its  branches  in  Wilson  and  Clin- 
ton. 

Helen  Harwood,  director  of  Pennies 
From  Angels,  said  about  70  of  the  cal- 
endars have  already  been  sold  in  the 
past  week. 

They  are  $10  each  and  include  color- 
ful pictures  such  as  a  waterfall,  a  field 
of  flowers,  a  snowy  field,  and  a  sunset 
that  were  taken  by  Mrs.  Harwood's 
nephew,  Earl  Wheeler. 

Last  year  was  the  first  year  a  calen- 
dar was  used  as  a  fund-raiser  for  Pen- 
nies From  Angels.  Dr.  Ernest  Marshall, 
oncology  doctor  at  the  center,  took  the 
pictures. 

"Ive  had  people  ask  for  the  calendar 
to  give  as  Christmas  presents,"  said 
Mrs.  Harwood.  "For  $10,  not  only  do 
you  get  a  pretty  calendar,  but  the  mon- 
ey goes  for  a  good  cause." 

To  place  an  order  for  the  calendar, 
people  may  contact  Mrs.  Harwood  at 
587-9070  or  242-6218.  Money  raised 
from  the  sale  of  the  calendars  will  go 
to  Pennies  From  Angels. 
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EVERY  PENNY  COUNTS 
Wayne  Charity  Organization  Uses 
Loose  Change  to  Give  Help  to  Those  Yfith  Empty  dockets 

by  Becky  Barclay,  News-Argus  Lifestyle  Editor 
Reprinted  by  permission  from  Goldsboro  News-Argus 


A  lot  more  Wayne  County  people 
will  receive  much  needed  help  thanks 
to  the  generosity  of  those  attending  a 
benefit  dinner  for  Pennies  From  An- 
gels. 

More  than  100  attended  the  fund- 
raiser at  Pleasant  Grove  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church. 

According  to  Helen  Harwood, 
founder  of  Pennies  From  Angels,  the 
dinner  raised  $3,310.  And  $544  of  that 
money  was  in  pennies  and  other  coins. 

This  was  the  third  dinner  to  benefit 
the  nonprofit  fund.  It  started  when  Mrs. 
Harwood  turned  60  and  wanted  to  do 
something  special  to  raise  money  for 
Pennies  From  Angels. 

"The  60th  birthday  is  a  landmark, 
especially  for  someone  like  me  who  has 
survived  cancer  and  diabetes,"  she 
said.  "I  decided  to  have  a  birthday  din- 
ner and  accept  donations  to  the  fund 
instead  of  birthday  gifts." 

The  first  two  dinners  raised  a  total 
of  $5,000. 

Mrs.  Harwood  said  that  people  have 
come  to  expect  the  dinner.  "When  they 
came  into  the  dinner,  they  brought  jars, 
coffee  cans  and  big  plastic  containers 
filled  with  pennies.  And  I  didn't  ask  for 
any  of  it.  People  just  do  it. 

"As  people  were  leaving,  some  gave 
me  donations  at  the  door.  When  I  got 
home,  I  had  among  the  money,  two 
$100  bills  and  had  no  clue  who  gave 
them  to  me." 

The  New  Harmony  Singers  provided 
entertainment. 

During  the  dinner,  Mrs.  Harwood 
related  a  few  stories  of  where  Pennies 
From  Angels  funds  have  gone  and  how 
they  have  helped. 

One  story  she  told  was  about  a 
young  man  who  moved  here  from  an- 
other state  with  his  wife  and  two  chil- 
dren. She  said  he  started  having  health 
problems  and  was  diagnosed  with  can- 
cer. 


"When  I  met  them,  they  had  13  cents 
on  them,"  said  Mrs.  Harwood.  "That's 
all  they  had  in  this  world.  They  hadn't 
been  here  long  enough  for  the  wife  to 
find  a  job  yet.  Then  when  her  husband 
was  diagnosed  with  cancer  and  given 
six  months  to  live,  she  couldn't  work." 

Mrs.  Harwood  said  they  had  rented 
a  place,  but  were  going  to  be  evicted. 
Pennies  From  Angels  helped  with  the 
rent.  At  Christmas,  the  fund  provided 
food  and  toys  for  the  children. 

"That  was  eight  years  ago  and  that 
man  is  still  living,"  said  Mrs.  Harwood. 
"And  his  wife  is  working.  All  they 
needed  was  a  little  encouragement  and 
a  little  bit  of  hope  to  see  them  through 
that  rough  time.  Pennies  From  Angels 
was  there." 

Another  incident  involved  a  young 
man  who  was  in  a  car  accident  and 
paralyzed  from  his  waist  down.  He  was 
living  with  his  cousin  and  his  cousin's 
wife  and  renting  a  wheelchair,  but  it 
was  getting  to  be  too  expensive. 

"The  cousin  had  to  quit  work  and 
stay  home  and  take  care  of  the  man 
while  only  the  wife  worked,"  Mrs. 
Harwood  said.  "That  made  it  rough  on 
them.  At  Christmas  time,  Pennies  From 
Angels  helped  them." 

The  man  needed  a  wheelchair  so  he 
wouldn't  have  to  rent  one,  but  Mrs. 
Harwood  said  Pennies  From  Angels 
didn't  have  that  kind  of  money. 

"One  day  I  was  at  a  second-hand 
store  looking  for  a  coat  for  another  pa- 
tient, and  there  was  a  wheelchair,"  she 
said.  "And  it  was  the  exact  kind  that 
the  man  needed.  I  asked  the  store  man- 
ager if  she  could  discount  it,  and  she 
did.  We  got  it.  That  was  on  a  Friday." 

Mrs.  Harwood  didn't  know  it  at  the 
time,  but  that  same  night  there  was  a 
singles'  group  meeting  and  a  member 
of  her  church  from  Selma  went  to  it  just 
that  one  night.  Another  woman  talked 
about  Pennies  From  Angels,  and  the 
group  took  up  a  donation. 


Sunday  morning  that  same  woman 
challenged  the  church  to  take  up  a  do- 
nation for  the  fund,  which  it  did. 

"Between  what  the  singles'  group 
and  the  church  gave,  I  got  back  every 
penny  of  what  I  had  spent  for  the 
wheelchair  plus  $30  more,"  said  Mrs. 
Harwood.  "Since  then,  things  like  that 
have  happened  over  and  over  and 
over." 

Mrs.  Harwood  said  the  benefit  din- 
ner gets  bigger  and  bigger  every  year. 
"We  just  had  a  good  time.  It  was  an 
awesome  night." 

The  fund  started  in  1993  when  Mrs. 
Harwood's  sister  and  brother-in-law 
were  killed  in  a  car  accident.  They  had 
saved  pennies  for  several  years  in  a  big 
jar. 

Nothing  was  done  with  that  jar  of 
pennies  until  one  day  Mrs.  Harwood, 
as  a  Cancer  Society  volunteer,  was 
helping  a  boy  who  had  a  brain  tumor. 
She  was  in  contact  with  the  boy's 
mother  off  and  on,  and  one  day  the 
mother  called  Mrs.  Harwood  to  tell  her 
the  Make  A  Wish  Foundation  was  send- 
ing the  family  to  Disney  World. 

Mrs.  Harwood  found  out  the  boy 
needed  a  pair  of  sneakers.  "There  were 
just  enough  pennies  in  that  jar  to  buy 
the  boy  a  pair  of  sneakers,"  she  said. 

The  sky  is  the  theme  for  Pennies 
From  Angels  because  when  Mrs. 
Harwood's  sister  and  brother-in-law 
were  killed,  there  was  a  roll  of  film  in 
their  camera  that  contained  a  picture 
of  just  the  blue  sky  with  white  clouds. 

Mrs.  Harwood  said  that  more  than 
$1,000  pennies  alone  was  donated 
throughout  this  past  year  to  the  fund. 
She  said  people  go  to  Southeastern 
Medical  Oncology  Center,  where  she 
now  works  as  a  patient  advocate,  with 
little  plastic  bags  with  pennies  in  them. 

"Each  one  may  not  be  much,  but 
when  you  put  them  all  together,  it  is  a 
lot,"  she  said. 
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Dear  Youth  Worker, 

There  are  lots  of  average  things  you  could  do  on  a  Saturday  this 
fall,  but  how  about  doing  something  great  instead?  We're  invit- 
ing you  to  invest  six  hours  of  your  time  in  a  training  event  that's 
guaranteed  to  boost  your  youth  ministry  from  good  to  great. 

The  editors  of  GROUP  Magazine,  for  30  years  the  most-read  youth 
ministry  resource  in  the  world,  have  created  an  all-new,  face-to- 
face  experience  called  GROUP  Magazine  Live,  and  it's  coming 
here  this  fall.  Please  join  us  as  we  host  this  groundbreaking  train- 
ing event  for  youth  leaders — Group  Magazine  Live!  The  Group 
Magazine  Live  workshop  is  much  more  than  a  six-hour  lecture. 
You'll  experience  ways  you  can  boost  your  creativity,  hook  your 
kids  into  life-changing  Bible  study  and  partner  with  parents  to 
ignite  your  youth  ministry  from  good  to  great. 

If  you  work  with  teenagers  of  any  age  as  a  full-time,  part-time,  or 
volunteer  leader,  this  workshop  is  for  you!  Join  us  for 

Group  Magazine  Live  Workshop 
Saturday,  November  6,  2004 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
4865  Nash  St.  NW 
Wilson,  NC  27896 
Time:  8:30  a.m.-2:30  p.m. 

Register  for  Group  Magazine  Live  by  calling  (800)  784-3777  or 
visiting  <www.groupmag.com/GML>.  Cost  of  the  workshop  is 
$59  for  individual  registration,  $45  per  person  for  groups  of  two 
or  more,  and  $45  per  person  for  college  students.  Every  registra- 
tion includes  lunch  and  a  one-year  subscription  to  GROUP  Maga- 
zine! 

We  hope  you  and  your  ministry  team  can  join  us  for  this 
training  event.  Together,  we  can  make  an  eternal  difference  in 
the  lives  of  teenagers! 

In  ministry  together, 
Andrew  Palm 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
(252)291-6446  ext.  222 


SCHEDULE 

8:30-9  a.m. 

REGISTRATION  AND  RESOURCES 
9-9:15  a.m. 

BEFORE  ALL  ELSE,  JUST  ONE  THING 
9:15-10:25  a.m. 

BOOST  YOUR  CREATIVITY  IN  YOUTH  MINISTRY 

10:25-10:40  a.m. 
BREAK 

10:40-11:45  p.m. 

CREATIVE  HOOKS  FOR  BIBLE  STUDY 

11:45-12:15  p.m. 
LUNCH  (provided) 

12:15-12:45  p.m. 
TRY  THIS  ONE 

12:45-1:35  p.m. 

EQUIP  AND  RELEASE  PARENTS  TO  GROW  THEIR 
KIDS'  FAITH 

1:35-1:45  p.m. 
BREAK 

1:45-2:15  p.m. 

MAKING  A  LIFELONG  DIFFERENCE  IN  THE  LIVES 
OF  TEENAGERS 

2:15-2:30  p.m. 
THE  NEXT  STEP 


group 

TOP' 
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The  Otway  Church  Choir  sang,  "I've  Got  So  Much  To  Thank  Hun  For. 


The  Otway  FWB  Church  choir  pre- 
pared the  way  for  the  morning  mes- 
sage. Norman  Gillikin,  Chairman  of 
the  Deacons,  was  on  hand  to  greet 
visitors  as  the  white  church  spire  rose 
in  the  sky  against  the  morning  rain. 
The  choir  joyfully  sang,  "Jesus  is 
more  than  just  a  story!  He  is  the  King 
of  Glory!  I'm  glad  I  know  who  Jesus 
is!"  Baby  Natalie  Mayne  clapped 
while  the  choir  sang  a  second  song, 
"I  trust  the  Rock  of  Ages  and  that  I'll 
make  it  home."  Then  with  guitar  and 


piano  accompaniment  the  choir  de- 
clared, "Praise  the  Lamb  who  died  for 
me!  I've  got  so  much  to  thank  Him 
for!" 

Testimony  was  a  big  part  of  the 
Otway  Church  Sunday  service.  One 
member  who  was  celebrating  his 
birthday  testified,  "I  pray  that  I  have 
been  a  blessing  to  somebody.  I  hope 
I've  helped  somebody  along  the  way. 
God's  mercy  has  been  with  me  along 
the  way  Jesus  is  with  me  when  I'm 
down  as  well  as  when  I'm  up." 


Dr.  Pepper         Rev.  Michael 
Worthington  Warning 
Circuit  Writer       Circuit  Artist 


Editor's  Note:  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

announces  the  beginning  of  a  new 
column,  In  the  Spotlight.  The  Rev. 
Michael  Warning  and  Dr.  Pepper 
Worthington  are  acting  as  circuit 
witnesses  to  our  church  life  across  the 
denomination.  Rev.  Warning's  pen  and 
ink  sketch  and  Dr.  Worthington's 
account  of  a  Sunday  service  hope  to 
awaken  a  new  interest  in  what  is  going 
on  in  our  churches  across  the 
denomination.  Each  issue  of 'The  Free 
Will  Baptist  in  2004  will  feature  a 
church  visited  by  our  circuit  witnesses. 

Another  member  testified  before 
the  church:  "I  thank  the  Lord  for  my 
salvation  this  morning.  I  don't  always 
walk  that  straight  path,  but  we  do 
have  a  merciful  God." 

Another  member  testified:  "I  love 
the  Lord!  My  car  broke  down  but  a 
peace  came  over  me.  I  rely  upon 
God's  words.  I  know  that  God  will 
meet  my  needs.  He  sees  a  way  to 
meet  my  needs.  The  Lord  has  been 
so  good  to  me.  I  try  my  best.  I  thank 
Him  for  loving  me." 


Norman  Gillikin  is  Chairman  of  the 
Deacons. 


In  the  spirit  of  testifying,  another 
member  declared:  "I  want  to  say  that 

(Continued  on  page  36) 
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I  love  the  Lord.  I  have  had  a  rough 
five  months.  I  was  upset  when  I  got 
my  paycheck  Friday  and  it  was  only 
$10.  But  I've  never  been  hungry.  I've 
never  gone  without  gas  in  my  car.  I 
know  $10  is  not  a  lot  of  money,  but 
$10  can  go  a  long  way.  I  got  upset 
when  I  thought  how  I  got  to  pay 
tithes.  But  God  supplies  our  needs 
one  more  time.  Our  house  isn't  very 
big,  but  the  walls  are  still  up  and  the 
roof  is  still  on.  God  supplies  our 
needs.  If  that  is  what  it  takes  to  make 
me  humble,  then  I  thank  God  for 
that." 

SERMON:  FAITH  NEEDS  WORKS 

Pastor  Laster  read  from  James  2:17: 
"Even  so  faith,  if  it  hath  not  works,  is 
dead,  being  alone."  The  pastor  then 
stressed  that  the  only  way  to  get 
closer  to  God  was  to  walk  daily  with 
God.  He  noted,  "Faith  in  God  means 
that  we  do  what  God  wants  us  to  do. 
Faith  means  we  are  going  to  work 
along  with  God.  When  our  church 
was  first  established  under  the  FWB 
Home  Missions,  we  had  a  little  white 
building  and  a  tar  paper  floor.  God 
was  as  real  to  our  people  then  as  God 
is  real  to  us  today  in  this  brick  build- 
ing. The  people  then  were  poor 
people,  but  they  were  not  afraid  to 
give  to  God.  The  church  is  here  to 
help  the  poor,  to  do  deeds  of  love.  We 
should  not  be  worried  to  death  about 


running  in  the  red  and  realize  God  is 
not  in  the  numbers  in  the  treasurer's 
book.  God  is  in  what  we  give.  And 
we  can't  outgive  God,"  the  pastor 
noted. 

"We  say  we  love,  but  how  do  we 
show  the  love?"  asked  Pastor  Clark 
Laster.  "We  show  love  by  forgiving 
others.  God  forgives  and  can  start 
over.  Our  church  is  on  this  earth,  and 
sins  happen  in  the  church.  True  re- 
pentance comes  when  we  forgive  sins 
and  have  our  works  reflect  this.  We 
find  mercy,  because  we  have  given 
mercy,"  he  said  passionately. 

"The  first  Free  Will  Baptists  who 
got  together  to  start  this  church  didn't 
just  pray  about  it.  Work  had  to  fol- 
low. How  many  loads  of  sand  were 
needed  to  build  this  church?  The 
church  will  not  grow  without  works, 


without  people  telling  about  Jesus 
and  what  Jesus  does  in  our  life.  We 
have  to  put  works  with  our  faith,"  he 
preached. 

"And  I  tell  you,"  Pastor  Laster 
added,  "there's  a  faith  God  is  talking 
about  for  us,  a  faith  that  led  Abraham 
out  of  his  country.  We  must  be  will- 
ing to  go  where  God  sends  us.  We 
must  not  have  roots  so  settled  that  we 
are  afraid  to  move.  We  must  help 
people  in  need.  We  must  help  those 
in  the  family  of  God  first.  Our  faith 
must  have  works,  but  we  must  never 
forget  that  we  all  need  the  grace  of 
God.  Everytime  we  gather  in  God's 
name  and  get  together  to  hear  the 
voice  of  God  stirring,  then  we  know 
God's  mercy  endures  for  all  genera- 
tions and  that  Jesus  is  here,"  he  con- 
cluded. 


Baby  Natalie  Mayne 
was  happy  to  be  at  Otivay 
Church. 


James  Laster  sings  and  plays  his  guitar 
at  the  Sunday  service. 
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Otway  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Beaufort,  NC 
Eastern  Conference 
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Executive 
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Notes: 
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7:30  p.m.,  Business  Meeting 
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Hear  my  prayer,  O  Lord, 
and  let  my  cry  come  unto  thee 
(Psalm  102:1). 


Where  is  Your  Heart? 

by  Darren  E.  Davenport,  Editor 


Take  a  moment,  if  you  don't  mind,  and  ask  your- 
self this  question:  Does  my  church  seem  more  like  a 
House  of  Worship  or  a  country  club?  Now  I  know  this 
might  seem  like  a  strange  question  at  first — but  I'd  re- 
ally like  you  to  take  a  moment  and  ponder  this.  Is 
"Such-and-Such"  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  a  House  of 
Worship  and  Prayer,  or  does  it  seem  more 
like  a  country  club? 

Do  you  know  what  I  mean  when  I  say 
country  club?  You  know — those  places 
where  there  are  monthly  membership 
dues.  And,  where  you're  required  to  dress 
a  certain  "upscale"  way — and  if  you 
don't — you're  looked  at  somehow  differ- 
ently. You  know  the  place  where  you  can  go  and  have 
great  get-togethers  and  talk  about  the  latest  and  just 
hang  around  for  "a  good  time."  The  Bible  says  that 
God's  House  "...shall  be  called  an  house  of  prayer  for 
all  people"  (Isaiah  56:7).  This  means  the  doors  are  to  be 
open  to  everyone,  not  just  a  select  group  of  "members." 

What  is  our  reason  for  going  to  church?  Are  we  go- 
ing to  find  out  the  latest  happenings?  Are  we  going  to 


see  if  we've  dressed  as  well,  or  better,  than  everyone 
else?  Are  we  going  to  see  how  much  fault  we  can  find 
in  our  pastor — so  we  can  later  have  "roast  preacher" 
for  lunch?  Or,  are  we  there  to  worship,  praise,  and  give 
thanksgiving  to  the  Almighty  God? 

I've  heard  it  said  that  God  expects  us  to  dress  our 
best  to  attend  church.  Well,  what  if  our  best 
is  a  pair  of  jeans  and  a  t-shirt?  That's  no 
reason  to  talk  down  about  someone — is  it? 
Do  we  think  we're  perfect?  Absolutely  no 
one  is  perfect  aside  from  God!  So,  why 
then,  do  we  expect  our  pastors  to  be  per- 
fect and  error- free.  Pastors  are  human  just 
like  us.  Let's  treat  them  with  the  respect 
they  deserve. 

Here's  a  challenge:  forget  about  what  people  are 
wearing,  forget  about  imperfections  (that  everyone 
have),  forget  about  dues  and  rights  and  things  like  that. 
Let's  ditch  the  "country  club"  mentality  and  let's  go  to 
church  next  Sunday — and  every  Sunday  thereafter — 
and  let's  worship,  pray,  and  thank  God  for  the  show- 
ers of  blessings  He  has  given  us! 


A  Break  With  Tradition 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus 


In  last  month's  "Reflections"  we  discussed  the  diffi- 
culty, and  sometimes  the  necessity,  of  making  changes, 
or  breaking  with  tradition.  We  have  heard  the  state- 
ment many  times  when  facing  change,  "We've  never 
done  it  that  way  before";  however,  in  the  September 
meeting  of  our  Convention  we  did  it — upon  proper 
motion,  we  decided  to  change  the  annual  meeting  date 
of  the  Convention  from  September  to  May.  The  pro- 
posal, which  required  a  constitutional  change,  was  not 
new.  Two  years  ago,  the  proposal  was  defeated.  At  that 
time  other  suggested  changes  were  in 
the  making,  which  seemed  to  be  the 
basic  reason  it  was  rejected.  But  this 
year,  with  Hurricane  Ivan  threaten- 
ing, and  leanne  on  the  horizon,  the 
motion  passed  without  any  discus- 
sion. After  all,  in  the  last  five  years, 
hurricanes  have  interfered  with  the 
Convention  twice,  and  2004  was  marked  with  a  sense 
of  uncertainty. 

The  first  annual  session  of  the  Convention  was  held 
on  September  17, 1913,  with  the  church  in  Bailey,  NC. 
The  decision  to  organize  was  made  the  previous  year. 
The  official  title  was  the  North  Carolina  State  Conven- 
tion. Sixty-four  churches  were  represented  and  twenty 
ministers  were  present. 

Two  changes  have  occurred  in  the  Convention's  title 


over  the  years:  "The  North  Carolina  State  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,"  and  "The  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,"  with  the  last  change  be- 
ing made  to  allow  for  membership  of  conferences  from 
other  states.  Many  other  changes  have  taken  place  since 
1913,  primarily  dealing  with  our  ministries.  So  far  as 
we  know,  however,  the  meeting  date  has  been  consis- 
tent— always  around  the  middle  of  September.  In  2005, 
we  will  meet  on  May  17-19.  The  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day evening  services  will  remain  the  same.  It  will  be  a 
short  fiscal  year.  In  reality,  as  time 
goes,  it's  just  around  the  corner,  but 
before  the  hurricane  season  officially 
begins.  Not  only  have  we  decided  to 
break  with  tradition,  we  have  made 
a  historical  change.  We  hope  it  proves 
to  be  the  right  decision.  Maybe  in  a 
year  or  two,  instead  of  between  five 
and  six  hundred  in  attendance,  we  will  grow  to  eight 
hundred,  and  then  a  thousand.  That  would  be  great! 

All  that  I  heard  speak  about  it  agreed  that  we  had  a 
good  Convention.  Things  moved  along  in  an  orderly 
fashion,  to  the  credit  of  the  executive  committee's  plan- 
ning of  the  program.  It's  great  to  meet  in  love  and  unity, 
and  to  fellowship  with  friends  we  may  not  have  seen 
for  some  time.  So,  we'll  see  you  in  May. 


It's  About  More  Than  The  War 


As  a  Christian,  I  would  like  to  en- 
courage you  to  go  to  the  polls  and 
vote  during  this  election,  because 
this  election  is  about  more  than  the 
war.  In  2000,  according  to  the  Pew 
Research  Center,  close  to  half  of  the 
nation's  59  million  evangelical 
Christians,  or  24  million  Christians, 
did  not  register  to  vote.  And  only 
15  million  of  the  35  mil- 
lion who  were  registered 
actually  went  to  the  polls, 
or  less  than  half  of  the 
nation's  registered 
evangelicals.  In  the  most 
democratic  nation  on  Earth 
that  claims  to  be  one  nation  un- 
der God,  that  is  pitiful. 

Yes,  the  war  is  a  key  issue,  but 
there  are  several  key  issues  includ- 
ing protection  of  the  family  and  the 
sanctity  of  life,  which  we  have 
heard  very  little  about  on  the 
evening  news,  but  these  issues  are 
just  as  important  as  the  war  in  this 
upcoming  election. 

Our  churches  are  made  up  of 
families.  The  Scriptures  tell  us  that 
God's  design  for  the  family  unit  is 
a  husband,  a  wife,  and  their  chil- 
dren. We,  as  Christians,  need  to  be 
aware  that  support  of  same-sex 
marriage  is  not  just  a  moral  issue, 
but  a  social  and  financial  issue  as 
well.  Has  anyone  thought  about  the 
long-term  effects  on  children  reared 
by  same-sex  couples?  And  what 
about  the  financial  costs  to  the  tax- 
payers of  providing  benefits  to  the 
partners  of  same-sex  couples?  The 
Scriptures,  as  well  as  social  re- 
search, tell  us  that  the  traditional 
family  unit  is  the  best  environment 
to  rear  a  child.  Yes,  there  are  single 
parent  homes  in  our  churches,  but 
God's  example  of  a  husband,  wife, 
and  children  in  a  family  unit  should 
be  held  to  the  highest  standard,  and 


by  Loretta  Letchworth 

we  should  find  out  where  the  can- 
didates stand  on  this  issue. 

We,  as  Christians,  should  also  be 
aware  of  where  the  candidates 
stand  on  issues  related  to  the  sanc- 
tity of  life.  We,  as  a  nation,  have 
destroyed  millions  of  the  unborn. 
We  hear  much  talk  about  the  fail- 
ing economy,  but  has  anyone 
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stopped  to  think 
that  if  we  had  not  de- 
stroyed our  own  through  abortion 
we  would  have  millions  more  tax 
paying,  law  abiding  citizens  to  help 
carry  the  load?  And  only  God 
knows  how  many  Christian  leaders 
have  been  destroyed  in  the  process. 

The  sanctity  of  life  issue  also  re- 
lates to  embryonic  stem  cell  re- 
search. God  is  the  creator  and 
sustainer  of  life  and  He  has  a  pur- 
pose for  each  and  every  life — ulti- 
mately, that  people  would  glorify 
Him  here  on  Earth.  When  a  woman 
is  pregnant  she  does  not  say  she  is 
having  an  embryo,  but  a  baby.  The 
Scriptures  are  clear  that  it  is  not  up 
to  us  to  end  life  and  we  should  not 
use  life  for  our  own  experimenta- 
tion. There  is  not  a  ban  on  embry- 
onic stem  cell  research  in  the  pri- 
vate sector  as  the  media  would  have 
us  to  believe,  yet  there  has  been  no 
push  for  such  research  in  the  pri- 
vate sector.  Why?  Because  there  is 
very  little  profit  to  be  made  from 
such  research.  The  most  progress 


and  promise  is  not  from  embryonic 
stem  cell  research,  but  from  adult 
stem  cell  research.  Yet,  we,  the  tax 
payers,  are  being  persuaded  to  use 
our  tax  dollars  for  government 
funded  embryonic  stem  cell  re- 
search. To  place  no  more  value  on 
embryos  than  as  just  a  substance  for 
research  is  wrong  and  does  not  glo- 
rify God  through  life.  We  need 
to  know  where  the  candidates 
stand  on  this  issue  as  well. 

Many  who  know  me  person- 
ally wonder  why  I  am  so  pas- 
sionate about  marriage  and  the 
family  because  I  am  a  lifelong 
single.  There  are  those  who 
would  call  me  "right  wing." 
Well,  I  am  a  Christian  and  I  do  be- 
lieve that  the  Scriptures  are  right 
and  I  am  striving  to  uphold  the 
teachings  of  Scriptures  in  my  own 
life.  If  that  makes  me  right  wing,  so 
be  it.  I  grew  up  in  a  Christian  home 
and  have  heard  the  Scriptures  all 
my  life,  and  I  believe  that  the  Scrip- 
tures were  given  to  us  for  our  in- 
struction and  our  benefit.  If  we 
want  our  churches  and  our  nation 
to  continue  to  be  blessed  by  God, 
we  must  walk  according  to  His  pre- 
cepts and  defend  our  beliefs  when- 
ever possible.  One  way  to  demon- 
strate our  beliefs  is  to  cast  our  vote 
this  month  for  those  who  uphold 
biblical  standards,  and  I  am  encour- 
aging every  registered  voter  in  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  denomination  to 
do  just  that. 


Don't  Forget 
to 

Vote  on 
November  2,  2004 


The  Free  Will  Baptist   5  November  2004 


CRISIS  IN  MINISTRY 

(Part  II) 

by  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper 
"...Here  am  I;  send  me"  (Isaiah  6:8). 


With  more  than  ten  percent  of  our 
churches  searching  for  a  pastor,  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptists  are  facing  a  crisis 
in  pastoral  ministry.  Our  response — or 
lack  of  response — to  this  problem  will 
determine  the  future,  and  possible  sur- 
vival, of  the  historic  church  we  inher- 
ited from  our  spiritual  forefathers. 

The  crux  of  the  problem  is  that  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptists  do  not  have  a 
sufficient  number  of  qualified  and  avail- 
able pastors  to  meet  the  needs  of  our 
churches — churches  that  were  or- 
ganized and  built  by  previous  gen- 
erations. We  are  reaching  the  lim- 
its of  how  long  we  can  live  on  the 
work  and  sacrifices  of  those  who 
founded  the  churches  we  now  en- 
joy. By  what  right  do  we  accept 
this  noble  heritage  without  also  ac- 
cepting the  responsibility  of  per- 
petuating it  to  those  who  will 
come  after  us?  We  have  better 
roads,  better  methods  of  transpor- 
tation, better  means  of  communi- 
cation, better  facilities,  greater  op- 
portunities for  the  education  of 
our  pastors,  and  far  more  re- 
sources than  those  who  founded 
our  churches.  It  is  as  Jesus  said  to 
His  disciples:  "Others  have  done 
the  hard  work,  and  you  have 
reaped  the  benefits  of  their  labor" 
Oohn  4:38b  niv). 

At  various  times  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  first  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
in  America  in  1727,  we  have  faced  cri- 
ses that  were  imposed  on  us  from  with- 
out. A  prime  example  was  in  the  mid- 
eighteenth  century  when  the  Philadel- 
phia Association  of  Baptists  sent  rep- 
resentatives to  North  Carolina  who,  by 
misleading  our  people,  transformed  all 
but  five  of  our  churches  from  the  Gen- 
eral Baptist  faith  (the  doctrine  that 
through  His  death  Christ  provided  a 
general  atonement  for  all  who  would 
believe  in  Him)  to  Calvinism  (the  doc- 
trine taught  by  John  Calvin  that  the 
atonement  of  Christ  was  only  for  those 


who  were  predestined  to  be  saved). 

Another  crisis  brought  on  Free  Will 
Baptists  from  without  was  the  infiltra- 
tion of  our  churches  in  the  mid-nine- 
teenth century  by  the  followers  of  Tho- 
mas Campbell,  who  persuaded  a  large 
number  of  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers 
that  they  did  not  need  written  articles 
of  faith  or  principles  of  church  govern- 
ment. Again,  the  result  was  the  loss  of 
a  large  number  of  both  churches  and 
pastors. 


irr 

The  above  crises  were  imposed  on 
Free  Will  Baptists  from  without  by 
other  groups.  The  present  crisis  in  pas- 
toral ministry,  however,  is  not  a  prob- 
lem that  has  come  upon  us  from  out- 
side, but  rather  from  within.  It  is  a  prob- 
lem of  our  own  making.  As  cartoonist 
Walt  Kelly  wrote,  "We  have  met  the  en- 
emy and  he  is  us."  In  this  issue,  there 
is  no  one  we  have  to  fight;  we  only  have 
to  address  ourselves.  What  then  is  the 
root  of  our  problem? 

I.  Spiritual  Vitality 

The  vital  breath  of  the  church  is  its 
spiritual  vitality.  And  for  this  vitality, 
there  is  no  substitute.  While  methods, 


programs,  activities,  and  education  are 
necessary,  they  are  not  a  substitute  for 
the  spiritual  energy  required  to  drive 
and  direct  the  church.  More  than  fifty 
years  ago,  while  in  seminary,  I  was  in- 
troduced to  a  book  which  across  the 
years  I  have  read  and  re-read,  Preacher 
and  Prayers  by  E.  M.  Bounds.  In  the 
opening  chapter,  Mr.  Bounds  sets  forth 
the  theme  of  the  book: 

We  are  constantly  on  a  stretch,  if  not  on 
a  strain,  to  devise  new  methods,  new  plans, 
new  organizations  to  advance  the 
Church  and  secure  enlargement  and 
efficiency  for  the  gospel.  The  Church 
is  looking  for  better  methods;  God  is 
looking  for  better  men. 

From  whence  will  come  these 
men  — these  pastors?  We  believe 
that  God  has  enough  people  to  do 
His  work,  but  where  are  they?  I  be- 
lieve that  a  large  number  of  them 
are  already  in  our  churches:  young 
people  who  are  in  the  process  of 
deciding  what  to  do  with  their 
lives;  middle-age  people  who  are 
experiencing  an  emptiness  in  their 
lives  and  who  are  seeking  a  mis- 
sion that  will  give  them  a  sense  of 
fulfillment  and  purpose;  retired 
persons  who  are  experienced  and 
mature  and  whose  best  years  may 
yet  be  ahead  of  them,  provided 
they  find  God's  purpose  for  the  bonus 
time  He  is  giving  them;  and  lay  lead- 
ers, including  Sunday  School  teachers, 
who  have  vibrant  spiritual  gifts. 

I  believe  our  crisis  in  ministry  may 
be  God's  call  to  us  to  provide  the  spiri- 
tual nurture  in  our  churches  that  will 
inspire  people  to  make  vocational  de- 
cisions on  the  basis  of  what  they  believe 
is  God's  purpose  for  their  lives.  It  is  an 
awareness  of  this  purpose  that  consti- 
tutes a  "call." 

II.  The  Call  of  Isaiah 

A  biblical  example  of  how  God  calls 
people  to  a  special  work  is  the 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  6  November  2004 


experience  of  the  Prophet  Isaiah  (Isaiah 
6:1-8). 

As  a  young  man,  Isaiah  found  his 
nation  in  a  crisis.  The  long  and  success- 
ful reign  of  King  Uzziah  had  ended 
with  his  death,  the  Assyrian  army  was 
on  the  march,  and  the  people  of  Judah 
trembled  like  leaves  on  a  tree  in  a 
strong  wind.  In  this  hour,  Isaiah  went 
to  the  temple  in  Jerusalem  to  worship 
and  to  pray.  He  saw  God  in  His  maj- 
esty and  power,  "high  and  lifted  up." 
It  was  an  awesome  experience.  Isaiah 
was  overwhelmed  with  not  only  his 
vision  of  God  but  with  his  own  unwor- 
thiness,  and  he  cried  out:  " . .  .Woe  is  me: 
for  I  am  undone. ..."  God  heard  Isaiah's 
prayer  and  cleansed  him  from  his  sin. 


He  then  heard  the  voice  of  God  as  He 
called:  "Whom  shall  I  send  and  who 
will  go  for  us?" 

The  call  tugged  at  Isaiah's  heart,  and 
in  gratitude  to  what  God  had  done  for 
him,  he  responded:  " . .  .Here  am  I;  send 
me."  It  was  a  response  that  changed  his 
life — as  a  call  from  God  always  does. 
The  road  ahead  might  not  be  easy,  but 
in  that  experience  Isaiah  found  God's 
purpose  for  his  life.  God  said,  "Go," 
and  Isaiah  went. 

Is  there  a  message  from  God  in  the 
experience  of  Isaiah  for  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists?  I  believe  there  is.  God's 
call  to  His  work  comes  to  those  who 
seek  a  deep  spiritual  experience.  A  shal- 
low religious  life  is  not  likely  to  lead  to 


a  call  to  the  Christian  ministry.  Isaiah 
did  not  receive  his  call  to  be  a  prophet 
until  he  had  a  life-changing  experience 
with  God.  If  we  want  to  see  people 
called  by  God  into  the  ministry,  I  be- 
lieve our  first  step  must  be  to  foster  a 
spiritual  nurture  in  our  churches  that 
will  prepare  people  to  recognize  and 
to  answer  His  call. 


To  be  continued.  In  Part  III,  we  will  dis- 
cuss how  the  meaning  of  Christian  voca- 
tion relates  to  a  call  to  the  ministry.  Your 
comments  are  invited:  W.  Burkette  Raper, 
619  West  Main  Street,  Mount  Olive,  JVC 
28365;  E-mail  <wraper@moc.edu>. 


How  Healthy  Is  Our  Denomination? 


Over  the  past  years  that  I  have  been 
associated  with  our  denomination,  I 
have  constantly  heard,  and  still  hear, 
how  great  we  are  doing  and  how 
much  we  are  growing.  In  talking  with 
other  pastors  and  looking  at  the  num- 
bers we  are  given  in  our  Yearbook  each 
year,  I  don't  see  the  growth,  nor  the 
numbers  I  always  hear  talked  about.  I 
have  done  much  research  and  it  seems 
the  problem  is  not  getting  better,  but 
that  we  are  actually  declining.  This 
article  will  in  no  way  attempt  to  point 
blame  at  any  person  or  group,  but  in 
it  I  hope  to  give  a  realistic  view  of 
where  we  are  and  where  we  are  head- 
ing. 

In  the  2003  Yearbook,  I  totaled  all 
of  our  new  members  by  baptism  be- 
cause I  think  that  equals  our  purpose 
and  calling  of  evangelism,  the  Great 
Commission.  I  also  tallied  the  num- 
bers we  lost  by  death.  I  did  not  use  the 
numbers  for  transfers  because  that 
seems  to  be  shifting  members  from 
one  church  to  another  and  not  really 
growing  the  denomination.  The  num- 
bers tell  us  that  on  average,  each  of  our 
churches  gained  2.2  persons  last  year 
through  baptism.  At  the  same  time,  we 
lost  1.5  members  per  church  in  death. 
That  means  we  netted  an  average  of 
.7  people  per  church  last  year.  If  we 


by  The  Reverend  Walt  Tyndall 

go  back  10  years  to  1993,  the  churches 
gained  2.3  persons  per  church  by  av- 
erage through  baptism  and  lost  1.6  to 
death,  again  giving  us  a  .7  person  per 
church  gain  per  year. 

According  to  our  numbers,  we  only 
average  65  "active"  members  per 
church,  while  we  have  42  "inactive" 
members  per  church.  I  wish  someone 
would  explain  to  me  what  an  "inac- 
tive" member  is  because  if  they  are  not 
coming  and  participating  and  we 
haven't  seen  them  for  years,  how  can 
they  be  a  member?  Is  it  just  to  try  to 
make  our  numbers  look  better?  At  my 
last  pastorate  we  had  249  members  on 
our  roll.  We  decided  to  purge  that  roll 
and  send  out  letters  to  those  we  had 
not  seen  in  years  and  found  that  we 
had  over  thirty  people  we  didn't  even 
have  an  address  for  and  that  no  one 
knew  at  all.  When  we  sent  the  letters, 
we  found  that  seven  of  our  "members" 
had  died  and  we  didn't  know  it.  We 
also  had  twelve  who  had  moved  their 
memberships  years  before  and  we 
didn't  know.  Others  had  moved  away 
and  requested  to  be  removed  from  the 
roll.  After  all  was  completed,  we 
wound  up  with  179  members  with  a 
majority  of  those  being  active.  If  all 
churches  have  as  many  members,  or 
non-members,  unaccounted  for  as  we 


did,  I  seriously  question  how  many 
members  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists we  actually  have.  Now  I  realize 
that  some  churches  do  not  report  each 
year,  but  unless  they  are  winning  sig- 
nificantly more  souls  than  the  rest,  the 
numbers  will  not  be  affected  much. 

The  other  day  I  heard  someone  say 
how  wonderful  it  was  to  be  in  a  small 
denomination.  My  opinion  is  that  the 
only  good  thing  about  being  small  is 
that  you  can  grow  out  of  it.  It  is  im- 
possible to  obey  Jesus'  command  to  go 
forth  and  share  the  Gospel  and  win  the 
lost  and  not  grow.  I  believe  our  num- 
ber one  problem  is  that  we  are  not 
evangelizing  our  communities  or  the 
world  around  us.  It  is  time  for  pastors 
to  step  up  and  be  the  leaders  of  the 
church  and  make  evangelism  the 
church's  number  one  priority.  While  I 
am  glad  we  at  least  reach  the  2.2  per- 
sons a  year,  it  is  very  sad  to  think  that 
is  all  we  are  doing  with  the  Great  Com- 
mission. It  is  time  to  train  our  people 
in  evangelism  and  put  programs  in 
place  in  our  churches  to  get  the  mes- 
sage out  to  our  communities. 

Over  the  last  few  years,  we  have 
spent  a  lot  of  time  looking  back  at 
where  we  have  come  from  in  our 
denomination.  Now  let  me  say  up 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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front  that  I  believe  our  heritage  is  im- 
portant and  we  should  learn  from  our 
past,  but  at  some  point  we  have  to  stop 
looking  back  and  being  satisfied  with 
where  we  have  come  from  and  have  a 
vision  for  where  we  are  going.  I  have 
attended  the  Convention  for  many 
years  now  and  honestly,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  just  a  few  times  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  vision  from  our  minis- 
tries or  our  denomination  as  a  whole. 
I  hear  a  lot  of  talk  about  what  we  have 
done  and  sometimes  what  we  are  do- 
ing, but  very  rarely  about  what  we  are 
going  to  do  and  what  kind  of  plan  we 
have  to  get  there.  I  know  we  have  al- 
ways done  it  the  same  way,  but  I  get 
tired,  and  a  lot  of  folks  agree,  with 
people  reading  to  us  what  is  in  the  re- 
port book  for  us  to  read  ourselves.  I 
want  to  hear  about  vision  and  new  di- 
rections and  goals  and  plans.  A  few 
years  ago,  our  denominational  minis- 
tries were  supposed  to  stand  up  and 
give  us  five-year  plans  for  each  minis- 
try. The  year  that  was  supposed  to 
happen  only  a  couple  of  ministries  ac- 
tually did.  We  can  read  the  reports.  I 
honestly  believe  that  if  our  ministries 
would  give  us  that  vision,  and  show 
us  a  plan  to  achieve  it,  then  the  finan- 
cial support  would  go  up  as  people 
would  get  excited  about  making  it 
happen. 

I  believe  our  Convention  should  be 
more  about  worshiping  and  praying 
together  and  rejoicing  over  the  new 
visions  our  ministries  have  instead  of 
sticking  worship  in  between  reports. 
Now  I  guess  I  am  the  only  one  bold 
enough  to  say  all  these  things,  but  this 
is  the  opinion  of  most  of  the  ministers 
I  talk  with  and  most  of  the  delegates 
as  well.  It  is  so  hard  to  get  delegates 
for  the  Convention  for  that  very  rea- 
son. Most  of  them  are  bored  and  don't 
want  to  return  a  second  time.  Having 
the  Convention  during  the  day  also 
makes  it  hard  for  ministers  to  get  their 
younger  leaders  to  go  because  they 
work  and  it  is  very  difficult  for  most 
of  them  to  get  off  work.  In  leaving 
them  out,  we  are  missing  out  of  some 
great  new  ideas.  I  must  say  that  this 
year's  Convention  was  better  than 
most  of  the  last  ten  years.  Having  Gary 
Bailey  and  his  staff  speak  on  growing 
a  church  was  very  helpful  for  those 


who  are  in  that  process.  It  was  disap- 
pointing that  so  many  of  our  minis- 
ters didn't  show  up.  Thursday  was  an 
exceptional  time  of  worship  with 
Bruce  Jones  delivering  a  dynamic  mes- 
sage and  then  having  the  prayer  ser- 
vice for  the  Rev.  Bruce  Dudley.  God 
was  indeed  moving  in  that  place  and 
I  left  revived  and  ready  to  keep  dream- 
ing my  dreams. 

I  have  never  been  one  to  point  out 
problems  without  solutions.  It  has 
been  said  that  anybody  can  see  a  prob- 
lem, but  few  have  solutions.  I  don't 
have  all  the  answers  but  I  have  some  I 
think  will  work.  There  are  several 
things  I  believe  we  are  going  to  have 
to  do  if  we  expect  the  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  denomination  to  be 
around  for  our  children.  First,  as  John 
Maxwell  said,  "Everything  rises  and 
falls  on  leadership."  It  is  time  for  us, 
as  pastors,  to  lead  our  churches  and 
stop  being  complacent  and  content 
with  where  our  churches  are.  We  have 
to  teach  and  train  our  people  to  evan- 
gelize and  to  disciple  those  we  bring 
in.  We  have  to  have  a  vision  and  a  plan 
in  our  churches  to  grow  and  move  for- 
ward. The  average  morning  worship 
service  attendance  in  our  churches  is 
68  on  Sunday  morning.  We  all  know 
that  number  drops  drastically  for  Sun- 
day night  and  Wednesday  night.  It  is 
time  to  go  out  and  bring  people  in  be- 
cause they  are  not  just  going  to  drop 
in  because  we  are  having  church.  Pas- 
tors, I  encourage  you  to  be  a  leader  and 
to  cast  your  vision  and  make  plans  to 
see  it  come  to  fruition.  If  you  do,  I 
promise  you,  your  people  will  get  ex- 
cited about  making  it  happen. 

Second,  I  think  we  are  going  to  have 
to  change  the  way  we  do  a  lot  of 
things.  Many  things  within  our  de- 
nomination are  the  same  as  they  were 
in  the  fifties  and  sixties  and  are  not 
working  in  the  new  millennium.  We 
need  to  find  ways  to  focus  on  our 
youth  and  offer  them  something  that 
is  competitive  with  what  the  world  has 
for  them.  We  need  to  update  our  fa- 
cilities for  our  young  people  and  mod- 
ernize our  presentation  of  God's  Word 
without  changing  the  message.  We 
need  to  look  at  our  facilities  and  see 
what  we  need  to  change  to  make  them 
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more  presentable  and  "user-friendly" 
to  those  who  visit  with  us.  The  world 
today  is  media  driven  and  we  need  to 
learn  to  incorporate  that  into  our  min- 
istry, teaching,  and  preaching. 

Last,  we  need  to  unite  in  a  common 
cause  to  grow  our  denomination  and 
to  reach  the  lost.  It  is  time  for  our  min- 
istries to  unite  and  work  together  for 
the  benefit  of  the  denomination.  I  en- 
courage our  Convention  Executive 
Committee  to  cast  a  vision  and  set  a 
course  for  our  churches  to  follow.  I 
think  we  need  to  set  goals  for  num- 
bers we  want  to  attain  in  a  year.  As 
Bruce  Jones  said  at  the  Convention  this 
year,  "Every  number  is  a  soul."  I  think 
we  ought  to  set  a  goal  for  souls  and 
then  rejoice  and  celebrate  at  the  Con- 
vention when  we  reach  it.  As  Bruce 
also  said,  let's  not  "plan  for  failure." 

Proverbs  29:18:  "Where  there  is  no 
vision,  the  people  perish..."  I  am 
afraid  that  if  we  don't  soon  have  a  vi- 
sion and  cast  a  vision  and  work  to- 
ward a  vision,  our  days  as  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  are  numbered.  I  love 
this  denomination;  I  love  our  doctrine; 
and  I  want  it  to  continue  long  after  I 
am  gone  if  the  Lord  tarries.  But  at  our 
present  rate  we  are  dying,  or  at  best, 
we  are  treading  water  and  sinking  fast. 
David  W.  Hansley  was  asked  once 
what  he  would  be  if  he  was  not  a  Free 
Will  Baptist  and  he  replied,  "I'd  be 
ashamed."  I  want  my  children  and 
their  children  to  be  a  part  of  this  de- 
nomination and  it  is  our  responsibil- 
ity to  pass  on  to  them  a  healthy  de- 
nomination that  is  growing  and  ac- 
complishing what  God  intends  for  us 
to  do. 

That  is  my  dream  for  this  denomi- 
nation and  there  will  be  some  who 
don't  like  what  I  stated  and  that  is 
okay.  You  have  to  get  in  line  with  those 
not  liking  what  I  say  because  there  are 
a  lot  who  are  already  ahead  of  you.  But 
I  learned  one  thing  from  this  year's 
Convention — I  have  a  dream  and  you 
can  shoot  holes  in  it  all  you  want  to, 
but  you  will  not  kill  my  dream.  It  is 
bulletproof!  We  can  continually  offer 
excuses  and  we  can  continually  hide 
from  the  truth,  but  I  believe  it  is  time 
to  wake  up  and  move  forward  in  Jesus' 
name. 


(WLDRtn'S  ttOMt 


A  CHRISTMAS  TO  REMEMBER... 2004 

Dear  Friends: 

Christmas  is  a  very  special  time  of  year.  A  time  for  friends  and  families  to  share:  children  sharing  their  achievements, 
parents  sharing  memories  of  Christmas  past,  good  food,  and  special  gifts. 

Many  children  who  come  to  stay  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  have  never  experienced  the  joy  of  the  season 
most  of  us  enjoy.  For  them,  Christmas  was  just  another  day,  sometimes  filled  with  violence  and  abuse.  They've  only  heard 
talk  of  how  Christmas  is  a  joyous  time  for  sharing  and  caring.  Many  of  the  children  we  serve  have  never  received  a  special 
gift  just  for  them. 

We  begin  our  Christmas  preparations  early  to  make  sure  we  have  the  resources  to  show  the  children  we  serve  a  happy  and 
memorable  holiday  season.  There's  decorating  to  be  done,  food  to  be  purchased  and  prepared  for  that  special  holiday 
dinner,  programs  to  be  planned  that  teach  us  the  true  meaning  of  Christmas,  and  yes,  there  is  shopping  to  be  done  to  give 
each  child  a  special  gift.  We  want  each  child  to  know  they  are  special  in  God's  eyes,  and  special  to  many  others,  not  just  at 
Christmas,  but  all  through  the  year. 

We  invite  you  to  make  this  holiday  season  special  for  a  child.  The  blessing  will  surely  be  yours,  as  well  as  the  children  you 
help,  as  you  celebrate  with  your  family,  and  talk  about  all  you  have  been  blessed  with,  and  then  remember  how  you  gave 
unselfishly  to  someone  who  needed  to  feel  special.  Simply  complete  the  sponsorship  reservation  form  and  return  it  to  us  by 
December  1,  2004.  May  God  continue  to  richly  bless  you.  Thank  you  in  advance  for  your  support. 


FWB  CHILDREN'S  HOME  SPONSORSHIP  RESERVATION  FORM 


Sponsor:  

Contact  Person:  

Address:  

City:  State:    Zip  Code: 

Telephone :  


Number  of  Children  we  would  like  to  sponsor  @  $100  per  child. 


L . 


OUR  WAY  TO  SAY  THANKS . . . 

Please  don't  forget  Friends  of  Children  Day,  November  20,  2004  at  12  noon  in  Whitley  Center.  If  you  have  not 
already  sent  in  your  RSVP,  please  do  so  immediately.  We  look  forward  to  seeing  you  there. 


CORRECTION 

In  the  October  issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  it  was  reported  that  the  Children's  Home  residents  spent  a  day  at 
King's  Dominion.  While  stating,  "A  special  thanks  goes  to  our  trip  sponsor,"  the  Home  regrets  that  they  failed  to 
mention  that  the  sponsor  was  the  youth  at  St.  Mary's  Grove  Church  in  Benson.  A  special  thank  you  goes  to  the 
youth  at  that  church  who  worked  hard  on  several  fundraisers  in  order  to  pay  for  the  residents'  entire  trip — includ- 
ing admission  tickets,  food,  and  spending  money. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  HONORS  BRIDGE  BUILDERS 


Approximately  425  people  attend- 
ed the  2004  Bridge  Builders  Appre- 
ciation Dinner  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. The  dinner  is  the  College's  way 
of  thanking  contributors  from  Free 
Will  Baptist  churches  throughout 
Eastern  North  Carolina.  This  year's 
event  was  held  in  honor  of  1,970  in- 
dividuals and  church  organizations 
that  contributed  $100  or  more  dur- 
ing the  2003  church  annual  fund 
campaign-  The  church  dinner  sup- 
port program  totaled  $492,564  last 
year. 

"The  Free  Will  Baptist  Bridge 
Builders  are  an  extremely  important 
part  of  Mount  Olive  College.  Bridge 
Builders  have  the  power  to  build  fu- 
tures for  students  who  attend  our  in- 
stitution. We  salute  and  thank  these 
individuals,"  commented  Dr.  J.  William  Byrd,  president  of  the  Col- 
lege. 

Jean  F.  Ackiss,  director  of  church  support,  coordinated  the  dinner 
and  served  as  mistress  of  ceremonies.  "Through  your  prayers  and 
support,  you  have  made  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  the  3,316  students 
we  served  last  year.  You  have  shown  that  you  believe  in  the  ministry 
of  Christian  higher  education.  We  are  grateful  that  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  saw  the  need  to  give  birth  to  Mount  Olive 
College  more  than  50  years  ago.  We  thank  you  for  caring  enough  to 
provide  more  than  one  half  million  dollars  through  the  dinner  pro- 
gram to  help  Mount  Olive  College  fulfill  its  mission,"  Ackiss  re- 
marked. 

The  highlight  of  the  Saturday's  event  was  a  presentation  of  Christian 
musical  selections  by  the  Mount  Olive  College  Concert  Choir  and 
Free  Spirit,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Alan  Armstrong.  Prior  to  the 
program,  inspirational  music  was  provided  by  the  Rev.  Johnny  R. 
Sullivan,  pastor  of  Daniel's  Chapel  Church  in  Wilson  County. 

Student  ambassadors  helped  serve  the  donors.  Members  of  the  staff 
and  faculty  served  as  table  hosts  and  hostesses.  The  food  was  pre- 
pared and  served  by  the  Mount  Olive  College  Food  Service  Depart- 
ment. 


Over  425  people  enjoyed  the  food,  fellowship,  and  inspirational  music  at  the  2004  Bridge 
Builder's  event  at  Mount  Olive  College. 


Pictured  at  right:  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harold 
Swinson  with  daughter,  Melanie  and  son-in-law, 
Drew  Edwards,  and  their  quadruplets. 
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THE  L.  MARVIN  AND  BERTA  L. 
EDWARDS  FAMILY  ENDOWED 
FUND  FOR  CHRISTIAN 
SPIRITUAL  LIFE  MINISTRY 


Marvin  and  Berta  Edwards  have 
been  friends  of  Mount  Olive  College  for 
over  35  years.  They  believe  in  the  mis- 
sion of  the  College  and  want  to  ensure 
the  future  of  Christian  higher  educa- 
tion for  Free  Will  Baptists  and  eastern 
North  Carolina. 

In  1978,  the  couple  established  an 
endowed  fund  with  the  College's 
Charitable  Giving  Through  Life  Insur- 
ance program  and  in  the  future  the  pro- 
ceeds from  the  policy  will  be  added  to 
the  fund.  Since  then  they  have  made 
gifts  to  the  fund,  including  a  gift  of  real 
estate  in  2002. 

In  the  fall  of  2003,  after  much  thought 
and  prayer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards 
chose  that  the  purpose  of  their  endow- 
ment would  be  to  strengthen  and  en- 
rich the  Christian  spiritual  life  minis- 
try of  Mount  Olive  College.  The  in- 
come from  their  fund  will  be  used  to 
foster  the  mission  and  purpose  of  the 
College  as  "a  community  made  up  of 
persons  dedicated  to  the  practice  and 
advancement  of  Biblically  based  Chris- 
tian ideals  and  Christ  centered  living 
in  all  aspects  of  life"  (Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege Mission  Statement). 

Potential  uses  of  the  income  include 
funding  for:  spiritual  life  conferences, 
retreats,  minister-in-residence,  devo- 
tional literature,  and  attendance  at  off- 
campus  events  designed  for  spiritual 
growth. 

These  events  will  be  designed  to  help 
students:  develop  a  personal  devo- 
tional life,  read  the  Bible  for  spiritual 
growth,  understand  and  practice  pri- 
vate prayer,  interpret  God's  will  for 
their  lives,  live  out  the  Christian  faith 
in  their  daily  lives  and  develop  a  Chris- 
tian perspective  on  marriage  and  fam- 
ily life. 

Plans  are  being  made  for  the  endow- 
ment to  fund  a  weekend  student 
retreat,  a  week-long  spiritual  life  con- 
ference, and  departmental  retreats  for 
faculty  and  staff  during  the  2004-2005 
year. 


Marvin  and  Berta  Edwards 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards  know  the  im- 
portance of  a  Christian  college  having 
an  effective  spiritual  life  program.  That 
became  evident  when  their  daughter, 
Penny  Edwards  Gates,  was  a  student 
at  Mount  Olive  College  and  partici- 
pated in  the  religious  activities  both  on 
and  off  campus. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards  are  members 
of  First  Church  in  Wilson.  They  have 
two  children,  Douglas  M.  Edwards  and 
Penny  E.  Gates;  and  one  grandson,  Josh 
Edwards.  Mr.  Edwards  has  been  a 
member  of  the  MOC  Board  of  Trustees 
since  1974.  He  served  as  chair  from 
1989-1999  and  he  continues  to  serve  as 
an  honorary  member  of  the  board.  He 
is  the  retired  president  of  Edwards 
Electric,  Inc.  in  Wilson,  NC. 

"The  Edwardses  have  a  strong  desire 
to  strengthen  and  enrich  the  Christian 
spiritual  life  ministry  at  Mount  Olive 
College,"  noted  Jeff  Daughtry,  assistant 
director  of  Planned  Giving.  "The  L. 
Marvin  and  Berta  L.  Edwards  Family 
Endowed  Fund  for  Christian  Spiritual 
Life  Ministry  is  an  ideal  way  to  per- 
petuate their  wishes  for  future  genera- 
tions." 


FREE  WILL 
BAPTIST 
STUDENTS 
SERVE  AS 
AMBASSADORS 


Ambassador  Grubbs  serving  at  the 
Bridge  Builders  Dinner  at  Mount  Olive 
College. 

The  Ambassador  Program  at 
Mount  Olive  College  has  just  accept- 
ed seven  Free  Will  Baptist  students 
to  promote  the  College's  mission, 
standards,  and  Christian  values.  Sara 
Strickland  (Walnut  Creek  Church), 
Devon  Whichard  (Pleasant  Grove 
Church,  Wayne  County),  Meredith 
Tew  (Lee's  Chapel  Church),  Matthew 
Grubbs  (First  Church,  Plymouth), 
Hillary  Williams  (First  Church,  Golds- 
boro),  Brad  Evans  (Elm  Grove 
Church,  Ayden)  and  Nathaniel 
Grubbs  (First  Church,  Plymouth)  will 
be  representing  the  best  of  Mount 
Olive  College  as  they  serve  at  Free 
Will  Baptist  events  throughout  the 
year. 

The  purpose  of  the  Ambassador 
program  is  to  provide  leadership  and 
service  opportunities  to  the  students 
as  they  create  partnerships  with  the 
church,  business,  and  community. 
Members  of  this  organization  pro- 
mote quality  and  set  an  example  for 
other  students  and  organizations  on 
campus. 
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SGA  RETREAT 


Members  of  the  Student  Government  Association  at 
Mount  Olive  College  recently  went  on  their  annual  re- 
treat to  Pelletier  Creek  in  Morehead  City.  Five  Free  Will 
Baptist  students  attended  the  retreat  along  with  thirteen 
other  students  and  Julie  Beck,  director  of  student  activi- 
ties. Everyone  spent  three  days  getting  acquainted  and 
learning  about  their  officer  responsibilities  through  inclu- 
sive workshops. 

Dr.  Jordan,  vice  president  for  academic  affairs,  spoke 
about  "Characteristics  of  a  Leader."  Time  management, 
motivation,  and  communication  were  other  topics  dis- 
cussed. Activities  and  games  were  geared  toward  team- 
work and  friendship. 

"The  purpose  of  the  SGA  retreat  is  to  help  students  get 
to  know  each  other  as  well  as  to  gain  valuable  leadership 
skills  that  will  assist  them  during  SGA  projects  and  meet- 
ings," noted  Julie  Beck. 

"SGA  is  a  powerful  student  organization  on  campus 
that  has  the  potential  to  make  great  changes,"  explained 
Samantha  Benson,  junior  class  president  and  a  member 
of  Silver  Creek  Church.  Speaking  about  the  association 
she  continued,  "It  affects  not  only  the  traditional  students, 
but  every  single  student  that  passes  this  way." 


JUST  A  REMINDER! 


November  11  is 
Veterans'  Day. 


Remember  to  show  appreciation  for 
those  who  have  served  in  our  nation's 
wars.  Also,  remember  to  pray  for  our 
troops. 


COMING  EVENTS 

Alumni  Weekend:  November  19-21 
Mount  Olive  College 

Homecoming  activities  for  the  weekend  include  a  golf 
tournament,  criminal  justice  and  business  seminars,  re- 
unions, and  the  annual  Mount  Olive  College  Pickle  Classic 
Basketball  Tournament.  For  more  information,  contact 
Dianne  Riley  at  (919)  658-2502  or  e-mail  <driley@moc.edu>. 

Founders  Day:  Tuesday,  November  23, 11  a.m. 
Rodgers  Chapel 

Mount  Olive  College  will  celebrate  its  annual  Founders 
Day  on  Tuesday,  November  23,  in  Rodgers  Chapel.  During 
the  annual  Founders  Day  ceremony,  employees  are  recog- 
nized for  their  years  of  service.  The  Founders  Leadership 
Award,  the  highest  honor  given  to  a  student,  will  also  be 
presented. 

Visitation  Day:  Thursday,  November  11 
Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 

Potential  students  are  encouraged  to  attend  visitation  day, 
where  they  will  tour  campus  facilities  and  speak  with  pro- 
fessors and  athletic  advisers.  Scholarship  and  financial  aid 
information  will  also  be  made  available.  For  more  informa- 
tion, contact  Jennifer  Merritt  at  (919)  658-2502  ext.  3202  or 
e-mail  <jmerritt@moc.edu>. 

Business  Breakfast  Briefings 
Friday,  November  19,  7:30-9:00  a.m. 
Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 

Join  us  for  Business  Breakfast  Briefings. .  .hot  topics,  great 
food,  and  networking!  Dr.  John  H.  Lingle,  Principal  Con- 
sultant for  Metrus  Group,  Inc,  will  discuss  People  Equity: 
An  Innovative  Approach  to  Managing  and  Measuring  Hu- 
man Capital.  Cost  is  $15  per  person.  Business  Associates  and 
one  guest  may  attend  free.  For  reservations,  contact  Krystal 
Faison  at  (919)  658-2502  or  e-mail  <kfaison@moc.edu>  by 
November  8. 

MOC  Concert  Choir:  Friday,  December  3,  8:00  p.m. 
First  Baptist  Church 

The  Mount  Olive  College  Concert  Choir  will  present  its 
annual  fall  concert.  The  featured  work  will  be  Handel's  Mes- 
siah Part  II.  The  concert  is  free  and  the  public  is  invited  to 
attend.  For  more  information,  or  for  those  wishing  to  reserve 
group  seats,  contact  Dr.  Alan  Armstrong  at  (919)  658-2502  or 
e-mail  <alarmstrong@moc.edu>. 

Christmas  Buffet:  Thursday,  December  9, 6  p.m. 
Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 

The  Mount  Olive  Christmas  Buffet  is  an  annual  event  of 
music,  fine  dining,  and  fellowship.  Join  us  for  this  festive 
occasion  as  we  celebrate  the  Christmas  season  with  music 
provided  by  the  Mount  Olive  Community  Instrumental  En- 
semble and  Free  Spirit.  Tickets  are  $15  for  adults  and  $6  for 
children  12  and  under.  Dinner  begins  at  6  p.m.  and  music  be- 
gins at  7  p.m.  For  more  information,  contact  Krystal  Faison  at 
(919)  658-2502  or  e-mail  <kfaison@moc.edu>. 
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RACHEL'S  JOURNAL: 
'IT'S  ALMOST  TIME..." 

by  Rachel  Langley,  Summer  Missionary  to  Mexico 

I  didn't  get  to  go  to  the  river  yesterday,  but  I 
did  get  to  see  the  rest  of  my  "family"!  Juan  and 
Eva  came  over  with  Joel  (7  years  old)  and  Reyna 
■(5  years  old)!  Every  summer  before  now,  Reyna 
and  Joel  have  been  staying  at  the  house  with  me 
during  the  week.  So  we  entertained  each  other  all 
of  the  time!  Joel  was  only  2  year  old  when  I  first 
came,  and  I  could  speak  about  as  much  Spanish  as  he  could! 
Anyway,  we  had  a  great  time  playing  yesterday  afternoon! 

After  church  last  night,  Raquel  and  I  walked  Ana  Karen 
home.  She  used  to  live  at  the  end  of  the  street.  She's  had  a  lot 
of  hurt  in  her  life  and  longs  to  be  loved  and  accepted.  Well, 
her  mom  doesn't  live  with  her  stepdad  anymore.  The  mom 
moved  in  with  some  friends  (who  are  a  bad  influence  to  say 
the  least)  and  took  Ana  Karen  and  her  sister  and  brothers  with 
her.  The  situation  was  bad  with  the  stepdad,  but  it's  not  a  whole 
lot  better  where  they  are  now.  Please  pray  that  the  Agueros 
(my  family)  will  continue  to  reach  out  to  Ana  and  her  family 
and  that  God  will  bring  healing  to  the  kids  and  changes  in  the 
mom's  life. 

On  a  lighter  note,  I  was  able  to  play  with  a  lot  of  the  kids  last 
night  and  invite  them  to  Bible  School.  They  were  so  excited 
for  me  to  come  out  and  play.  I  could  barely  walk  because  of 
giving  them  all  hugs!  I  even  met  three  new  girls  last  night  and 
learned  how  to  play  a  new  game. 

I  was  also  able  to  talk  with  Karina  who  lives  across  the  street. 
She's  16  or  17  and  is  married  and  has  a  little  girl — Jetsirry.  We've 
become  friends  over  the  years,  and  God's  allowed  me  the  op- 
portunity to  share  bits  and  pieces  about  Him.  She's  never  been 
to  church  that  I  know  of,  so  I'm  hoping  and  praying  for  more 
opportunities  to  share  with  her  over  this  summer.  She's  strug- 
gling now  with  being  so  young  and  married,  but  she  loves 
being  a  mom.  The  other  girl  who's  in  a  similar  situation  is 
Adriana.  I  haven't  been  able  to  see  her  yet  this  summer,  but  I 
saw  her  mom.  She's  pregnant  with  her  and  Angel's  second 
child.  I'm  hoping  to  see  her  tomorrow  or  Sunday  depending 
on  how  things  work  out.  Then  I'll  be  looking  for  some  time  to 
spend  with  her  as  well  to  share.  She  went  to  church  a  lot  when 
she  was  little,  but  quit  when  she  became  a  teenager. 

Well,  that's  about  it.  I'm  going  to  school  with  Raquel  again 
tonight,  and  then  we  are  going  out  to  eat  with  the  people  in 
her  class.  Tonight's  her  last  night  of  classes!  I  can't  believe  she's 
finally  finished!  Sunday  starts  all  of  the  work,  so  I'm  sure  I'll 
have  tons  to  share  at  the  end  of  next  week.  "It  will  be  my  plea- 
sure to  tell  you  about  the  miraculous  signs  and  wonders  that 
the  Most  High  God  performs"  (Daniel  4:2  paraphrased).  Isn't 
that  a  great  verse?  Hope  you  have  a  great  week  and  weekend! 
God  bless  you  and  keep  you! 

In  His  Service, 
Rachel 
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EDIFYING  THE  SAINTS 

by  Pastor  Arman  R.  Manzano 


Pastor  Lahao-Lahao  played  the  guitar  during  the  worship  service. 


Pictured  at  left: 
Induction  of  the 
Young  People  offic- 
ers, officiated  by  the 
Rev.  Pio  dela  Rosa. 


Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  urges  us  to  edify  the  body  of  Christ 
in  order  to  grow  and  mature  spiritually  and  become  more 
like  Christ. 

During  our  visit  in  Caroroy  Church  last  March  7, 2004,  Pas- 
tor Edmund  Fernandez  was  invited  to  teach  in  Sunday  School 
by  the  host  Pastor  Alex  Lahao-Lahao.  He  emphasized  that  as 
Christians,  we  must  be  firm  and  faithful  to  our  Master  in  do- 
ing the  ministry  of  our  Lord  that  was  entrusted  to  us,  wher- 
ever we  are  so  we  can  serve  Him  more  effectively  until  He 
comes.  And  then  He  will  say  to  us,  "Well,  done  my  faithful 
servant,  enter  into  my  kingdom!"  Won't  it  be  wonderful  to 
hear  these  words  when  we  enter  the  Kingdom  of  God? 

After  the  Sunday  School,  we  proceeded  to  the  Divine  wor- 
ship service.  The  Rev.  Andy  R.  Segay  was  the  speaker.  He 
preached  about  the  "Transforming  Life  of  a  Christian."  It  was 
an  encouraging  message,  that  inspired  and  blessed  the  con- 
gregation. Right  after  the  message,  we  also  witnessed  the  In- 
duction of  Young  People  Officers,  officiated  by  the  Rev.  Pio 
dela  Rosa. 

These  multiple  activities  gave  challenges  to  the  congrega- 
tion to  remain  faithful,  not  only  in  the  sight  of  men,  but  above 
all  in  the  sight  of  God. 

We  appreciate  our  brethren  in  North  Carolina  who  are  bur- 
dened to  give  their  support  financially  and  prayers  that  en- 
able us  to  reach  these  people  for  Christ.  We  are  extending  our 
prayers  and  our  love  to  you  there. 
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CHURCH  ANNIVERSARY 

by  The  Reverend  Andy  R.  Segay 


The  Light  House  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Lagoyloy, 
Taytay,  Palawan  celebrated  its  fifth  anniversary  last  July 
25, 2004.  The  Rev.  Jaapal  S.  Ontong  is  the  pastor  there.  He 
invited  me  and  Pastor  Arnel  F.  Cuba  to  the  occasion.  Pas- 
tor Cuba  was  the  speaker  in  the  Sunday  morning  service 
and  of  the  anniversary  service.  He  preached  an  inspiring 
message  regarding  the  "Importance  of  Thanksgiving," 
from  the  book  of  Colossians  3:16-17.  He  emphasized: 
"What  is  the  importance  of  Thanksgiving?";  "How  should 
we  do  our  Thanksgiving?";  and  "Why  should  we  do  the 
importance  of  Thanksgiving"?  After  the  message,  there 
was  a  children's  dedication  service.  Six  children  were  dedi- 
cated to  the  Lord  that  day.  The  Rev.  Andy  R.  Segay  was 
the  officiating  minister. 

After  the  service  they  had  some  activities  of  celebra- 
tion like  a  singing  contest,  ball  games,  etc.  Everyone  en- 
joyed the  celebration  with  the  bondness  of  unity.  They 
went  home  with  joy  in  their  hearts  and  smiles  on  their 
faces.  Glory  be  to  God! 


Pictured  at  left:  The  Rev. 
Jaapal  S.  Ontong,  pastor.  The 
church  is  totally  indigeneous 
having  had  many  active  mem- 
bers. 


Pictured  at  left: 
Pastor  Arnel  F.  Cuba, 
the  guest  speaker. 


Light  House  Church  congregation. 


The  Rev.  Andy  R.  Segay  as  he  prayed  at  the  Children's  Dedication. 


Six  children  were  dedicated  to  the  Lord  Jesus. 
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FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
CHRISTIAN  SCHOOL  P.TA. 
OFFICERS  INDUCTION  AND 
PALAWAN  BIBLE  COLLEGE 
STUDENT  BODY  COUNCIL 
OFFICERS  INDUCTION 

by  Nora  Diaz 


Parents  taking  oath. 


Student  Body  Officers  taking  oath. 


To  God  be  the  Glory! 

We  thank  God  for  giving  us  strength  for  the  school  year 
2004—2005.  We  organized  the  Parents  Teachers  Associa- 
tion for  our  Kindergarten  department  and  Student  Body 
Council  for  our  college  department.  On  July  30,  2004,  we 
had  an  Induction  program.  The  Rev.  Antonio  Samonas  Jr. 
was  our  devotional  speaker.  It  was  followed  by  induc- 
tion of  the  officers.  Our  inducting  officer  was  the  Rev.  An- 
tonio Samones  Jr.  The  children  presented  some  action 
songs,  rhymes,  and  memory  verses.  Parents,  teachers,  and 
students  enjoyed  the  program.  After  our  program,  the  par- 
ents, kindergarten  pupils,  students,  and  teachers  enjoyed 
refreshments.  Most  of  the  parents  were  there  to  support 
the  said  occasion  because  they  know  that  it  is  the  obliga- 
tion of  the  parents,  to  the  school,  and  their  children. 

Please  continue  to  pray  for  the  Kindergarten  pupils, 
students,  and  teachers,  and  especially  the  parents. 


BUNCAG  SPECIAL  PROJECT 

Pastor  Arman  R.  Manzano 


Buncag  Church  building  renovated.  Pastor  Ar net  F.  Cuba. 

Jesus  says  in  Matthew  24:35:  "Heaven  and  earth  will  pass 
away,  but  my  words  will  never  pass  away."  After  several 
years  of  knocking  on  His  throne,  and  praying  to  have  a  pre- 
sentable church  building  for  the  fellowship  of  His  people, 
God  answered  that  fervent  prayer  and  reminds  us  that  His 
promises  never  fail. 

The  brethren  in  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour  Church  in  Buncag, 
where  Pastor  Arnel  F.  Cuba  is  pastoring,  were  given  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  four  thousand  pesos  ($2,000)  for  the 
church  building  as  a  special  project  of  our  beloved  brethren 
in  North  Carolina  through  and  by  the  efforts  of  our  director, 
the  Rev.  Harold  Jones  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  By 
this  article  we  are  extending  our  thanksgiving  for  their  valu- 
able support.  God  uses  them  in  His  ministry. 

This  church  serves  as  a  living  Word  of  God  in  that  area.  It 
is  the  place  where  the  love  of  God  ignites  the  hearts  of  every 
member  to  remain  faithful  until  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  That's  the  reason  we  value  this  kind  of  project,  be- 
cause it  has  not  only  an  earthly  profit,  but  a  heavenly  profit 
as  well. 

We  unite  our  prayers  for  the  profits  of  every  cent  to  be 
used  in  a  wise  way  for  the  glory  of  God. 

Once  again,  it  is  our  joy  to  give  our  gratitude  to  those  who 
gave  their  support  to  us  here  in  the  Philippines  without  any 
reservations.  May  the  Lord  bless  you  more  and  more! 


Pictured  at  left:  Buncag  Church 
building  before  the  renovation. 
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(RAGMoriT  Assembly 


r 


A  CRAGMONT 
CHRISTMAS  2004 

WHEN:  December  2-5,  2004  (Thursday-Sunday) 

WHERE:  Cragmont  Assembly  Black  Mountain,  NC 

WHAT:  Fellowship  and  Fun 

Shows  and  Shopping 
Eating  and  Entertainment 
SPECIAL  FEATURE:  Servant's  Heart  in 
concert  at  Cragmont. 

HOW  MUCH:  $250  covers: 

1)  Lodging  at  Cragmont 

2)  Meals  at  Cragmont 

3)  Christmas  show  ticket 

4)  Transportation  from  eastern  NC  to 
Cragmont.  (Two  days  in  western  NC, 
from  Cragmont  back  to  eastern  NC) 


WHO: 


We  want  YOU  to  fill  out  the  registration 
form  below  and  return  along  with  $100 
per  person  deposit  to: 
Cragmont  Assembly,  Inc. 
1233  North  Fork  Road 
Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 


CRAGMONT  CHRISTMAS  2004 
REGISTRATION  FORM 


Name- 


Address. 


City,  State,  Zip  

Telephone  (day)_ 
Roommate  


.Telephone  (evening). 


For  health  reasons,  I  require  a  ground  level  room.  Yes  Nc 

Number  in  party  ($100  per  person  deposit)  


Checle 


Visa. 


American  Express. 


MasterCard- 


Discover         Expiration  Date- 


Card  Number. 


I  I 


UPDATES 

Hurricane  Postdate 

Cragmont  was  very  fortunate  not  to  receive  damage  dur- 
ing the  recent  storms.  While  we  received  nearly  twenty  inches 
of  rain  from  Frances,  Ivan,  and  Jeanne,  we  suffered  no  sig- 
nificant damage  to  buildings  or  property.  We  thank  every- 
one for  their  calls  and  prayers  during  this  time  of  severe 
weather. 

Summer  Camping  Success 

Summer  camping  2004  saw  over  1,100  campers  and  staff 
ascend  the  mountain  for  a  week  of  camping  fun  and  fellow- 
ship. Teaching,  singing,  worship,  and  recreation  filled  the 
air  as  young  people  from  all  over  eastern  North  Carolina 
renewed  friendships,  made  new  friends,  and  grew  in  their 
individual  and  personal  relationship  to  Jesus  Christ.  Many 
thanks  to  all  the  dedicated  camp  directors  and  their  staffs 
for  giving  of  their  time  and  talents  to  make  summer  camp- 
ing at  Cragmont  such  a  great  summer  adventure! 

Vision  Walk  2004 

Three  years  of  this  event  have  seen  over  440  young  people 
of  all  ages  come  together  and  raise  over  $40,000  toward  the 
new  recreational  complex  planned  for  Cragmont!  This  year's 
super  fund-raisers  were  Connie  Liverman  from  Sound  Side 
Church  ($500)  and  Laurie  Sutton  from  Daly's  Chapel  Church 
($600).  Both  young  people  will  receive  a  $100  US  Savings 
Bond  for  their  efforts.  We  also  thank  the  25+  Woman's  Aux- 
iliaries that  provided  funds  to  purchase  food  and  snacks  for 
the  day. 

Cook-Off  2004  Update 

This  new  avenue  of  support  continues  to  grow.  Participa- 
tion has  doubled  from  last  year  with  20  churches  raising  over 
$16,500  so  far  for  2004.  This  opportunity  gives  churches  an 
opportunity  to  give  Cragmont  one  day — one  dinner — and 
have  a  great  time  of  fellowship  in  the  process.  Contact  Bryant 
Hines  at  (252)  637-7171  or  e-mail  <bryanthines5@aol.com> 
and  let  him  help  your  church  plan  an  event  for  the  moun- 
tain in  2005. 

Winter  Snow  Skiing  Time 

It's  time  to  make  your  plans  to  spend  a  weekend  at 
Cragmont  with  your  class  or  youth  group  and  enjoy  the 
slopes!  Weekends  in  January  through  March  are  still  avail- 
able. Call  John  at  (877)  669-7677  (toll  free)  and  let  him  plan  a 
ski  package  for  your  group. 

2005  Calendar 

Bryant  is  now  setting  up  his  2005  calendar  for  church  vis- 
its for  Cragmont.  He  is  available  for  Sunday  and  Wednes- 
day services  as  well  as  group  and  auxiliary  meetings.  He 
would  love  the  opportunity  to  visit  your  church  or  group 
and  share  the  opportunities  of  participation  and  support  for 
Cragmont.  Contact  him  at  (252)  637-7171  or  e-mail  at 
<bryanthines5@aol.com>.  His  schedule  fills  quickly  so  don't 
delay. 
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Sunday  Scuool  Nihistry 


WHAT  DO  I  DO  WHEN  THE  GLASS  SLIPPER  DOESN'T  FIT? 
A  Spiritual  Life  Retreat  for  the  Minister's  Wife 

January  27-30,  2005 
Cragmont  Assembly,  Black  Mountain,  NC 
Sponsored  by  OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry 

"As  the  wife  of  a  minister,  have  you  ever  heard  anyone  say  that  you  are  certainly  not  the  typical  minister's  wife?" 

When  you  hear  this  do  you  understand  what  they  are  saying?  Probably  not.  Had  you  ever  thought  that  this  might  be 
a  compliment  to  you  as  a  woman?  Just  what  is  a  minister's  wife  supposed  to  look  like,  think  like,  and  be  like?  When 
you  married  your  husband,  he  may  or  may  not  have  been  called  at  the  time  to  be  a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  At  any  rate, 
you  probably  did  not  fully  understand  your  role  in  his  life  when  that  decision  was  made.  Every  young  woman  is 
idealistic  as  she  enters  a  new  life  with  a  mate,  to  begin  a  family,  and  build  a  life  together.  For  the  minister's  wife  this  can 
present  a  different  set  of  frustrations,  anxiety,  guilt,  and  possibly  anger.  A  minister's  life  can  and  often  is  filled  with 
times  of  depression,  financial  loss,  moves  across  the  country,  resignations,  and  even  joy.  Any  of  these  circumstances 
can  and  will  affect  the  minister's  family  and  very  often  the  wife  is  faced  with  keeping  the  home  together  during  these 
times.  From  time  to  time  you  need  to  "steal  away"  and  recoup  and  regroup. 

With  these  thoughts  in  mind  and  realizing  that  many  congregations  view  the  minister's  wife  as  something  akin  to  a 
"superwoman"  who  can  do  everything,  including  teaching  Sunday  School  classes,  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Sun- 
day School  Ministry  is  sponsoring  a  spiritual  life  retreat  for  the  minister's  wife.  This  retreat  is  scheduled  for  the  week- 
end of  January  27-30, 2005  at  Cragmont  Assembly,  Black  Mountain,  NC.  The  cost  will  be  $100  inclusive.  We  are  asking 
that  you  arrive  on  Thursday  and  return  home  on  Sunday.  During  this  time  a  special  program  has  been  planned  to 
provide  the  minister's  wife  with  an  opportunity  to  renew  her  joy  in  the  Lord  as  she  reexamines  her  many  lives. 

TO  REGISTER,  COMPLETE  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION  AND  RETURN  IT  TO: 

OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry 
P.O.  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 

Make  checks  payable  to  OFW3  Sunday  School  Ministry.  They  should  be  postmarked  by  January  21,  2005. 
We  would  encourage  each  church  to  send  the  minister's  wife  to  this  Retreat  by  paying  the  cost  for  the  weekend. 


MINISTERS'  WIVES'  RETREAT 


Name 


Address. 
City  


State 


Zip. 


Telephone 


E-mail 


Any  special  diet  needs  you  might  have_ 


The  Free  Will  Baptist   17  November  2004 


CAMP  SCHOLARSHIPS 

The  OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry  is  awarding  Camp  Scholarships  for  those  young  people  from  ages  9-18  who  wish 
to  go  to  camp  but  who  need  financial  assistance.  The  scholarship  value  will  cover  the  cost  of  the  camp,  with  the 
exception  of  personal  spending  money.  The  procedure  is  a  simple  one: 

Complete  the  application  below  and  return  it  to  the  Sunday  School  Director  at  P.O.  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513.  Use  extra 
paper  if  it  is  needed.  Application  must  be  postmarked  by  December  31  in  order  to  be  considered. 

Be  sure  the  application  is  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the  pastor  of  the  church  or  the  Sunday  School  Superintendent 
substantiating  the  financial  need. 

When  the  selection  has  been  made  by  an  anonymous  committee,  the  applicant  will  be  notified  and  will  inform  the 
Sunday  School  Director  as  to  which  camp  he  or  she  wishes  to  attend.  The  Director  will  then  send  the  money  to  the 
appropriate  camp,  whether  at  Cragmont  Assembly  or  Camp  Vandemere.  The  applicant  will  need  to  provide  his  or  her 
own  spending  money  for  the  camp  week. 

The  awards  will  be  formally  presented  at  the  Annual  Sunday  School  Institute  in  March  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

CAMP  SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATION 

Name  Age  

Name  of  Parent  or  Guardian  

Address  

City  State  Zip  

Telephone  

Church  


Conference. 


Write  a  brief  statement  as  to  why  you  want  to  go  to  camp  and  why  you  need  the  financial  assistance. 
(Use  extra  paper  if  needed.) 
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Minister's  Program 


OPERATION  CHRISTMAS  CHEER 


The  Minister's  Program  sends  a  Christmas  greeting  and  a  gift  of 
$100  to  all  ministers  age  65  and  over. 

Help  make  Christmas  a  little  brighter  for  all  of  our  ministers  over 
the  age  of  65! 

Encourage  your  church,  auxiliary,  or  Sunday  School  class  to  spon- 
sor one  or  more  of  our  ministers  through  "Operation  Christmas 
Cheer." 

Send  your  gift  to: 
The  FWB  Minister's  Program,  P.O.  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513 


The  story  is  told  that  during  the  last 
century  when  the  train  was  the  best 
mode  of  travel  a  large  crowd  had  gath- 
ered at  the  depot  in  a  small  town  out 
west.  They  had  come  to  meet  the  train. 
As  the  train  arrived  the  people  on  the 
platform  rushed  forward  to  greet 
friends  and  family  members  that  were 
returning  home  or  simply  paying  a 
visit.  The  stewards  placed  the  steps  at 
the  door  of  the  passenger  cars  and  ev- 
eryone strained  to  watch  as  the  passen- 
gers disembarked. 

One  old  man  in  a  wheelchair  was  car- 
ried off  the  train  by  the  stewards  and 
was  placed  under  the  station  shelter 
out  of  the  sun.  He  watched  as  families 
embraced  and  friends  shook  hands. 
The  crowd  began  to  disperse  and  be- 
fore long  the  train  left  the  station  to 
continue  its  journey  and  the  old  man 
sat  alone  on  the  platform.  It  was  clear 
that  no  one  was  coming  to  pick  him  up. 
He  had  been  forgotten. 

The  Christmas  season  will  soon  be 
upon  us'and  all  over  the  world  people 
will  be  celebrating  the  birth  of  the 
Christ  Child.  This  is  a  special  time  of 
year  and  we  all  look  forward  to  shar- 
ing time  with  family  and  friends.  Part 
of  our  joy  comes  from  giving  and  re- 
membering others  with  gifts,  cards, 
and  the  greetings  of  the  season. 

It  always  warms  your  heart  to  re- 
ceive a  card  or  greeting  from  friends 
that  you  have  known  through  the  years 
but  no  longer  see  on  a  regular  basis.  As 
time  passes  our  lives  change  and  we 
move  from  one  place  to  another  but  it 


is  always  good  to  keep  in  touch  with 
people  we  have  known  through  the 
years  to  let  them  know  we  have  not 
forgotten  them  or  the  memories  we 
share. 

REMEMBER  THEM! 

Over  time  some  of  the  ministers  who 
have  faithfully  served  your  church 
have  changed  pastorates  and  are  no 
longer  an  active  part  of  your  church 
family.  Many  of  these  men  are  still 
working  hard  in  their  capacities  as  pas- 
tors while  others  who,  because  of  ad- 
vancing years  or  disability,  have  retired 
from  the  pastoral  ministry. 

These  are  the  men  that  preached  the 
revivals,  baptized  our  children,  and 
performed  the  marriage  ceremonies  of 
our  parents.  Now  many  of  them  are 
unable  to  attend  the  conference  meet- 
ings or  the  Convention  and  we  have 
lost  touch  with  them.  Like  the  old  man 
at  the  station,  there  is  a  real  danger  that 
we  may  forget  them  and  the  important 
work  they  have  done. 

Each  year  the  Minister's  Program  ac- 
knowledges these  men  who  have  given 
so  much  to  our  people  and  churches 
during  Operation  Christmas  Cheer. 
During  this  season  the  Minister's  Pro- 
gram sends  Christmas  greetings  and  a 
monetary  gift  in  the  amount  of  $100  to 
all  ministers  age  65  and  over.  While  the 
Minister's  Program  sends  the  greeting, 
it  is  done  on  behalf  of  the  churches  and 
congregations  of  the  Convention.  This 
program  reaches  over  100  ministers  at 
a  cost  of  over  $10,000.00  dollars  to  the 
Ministers  Program. 
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WHO  MAKES  THIS  POSSIBLE? 

You  do!  It  is  our  churches  and  other 
organizations  within  the  church  that 
make  this  program  a  reality.  However, 
last  year  approximately  30%  of  our 
churches  provided  no  gift  support  to 
the  Minister's  Program.  Your  support 
through  the  year  makes  programs  like 
this  possible.  Help  us  remember  them1 
Those  who  receive  these  greetings 
write  back  to  thank  the  churches  for 
making  this  program  possible.  One 
minister  writes  to  say  "It  means  so 
much  to  be  remembered  by  my  de- 
nomination," and  another  says,  "This 
gift  will  really  come  in  handy  and  I  sure 
can  use  it,  thank  you." 

WHAT  CAN  YOU  DO? 

This  program  is  not  self-funding  and 
we  depend  on  churches,  Sunday  School 
Classes,  Auxiliaries,  Layman  Leagues, 
individuals,  and  youth  groups.  Your 
gift  helps  make  a  difference  during  this 
season  to  men  who  have  served  over 
the  years.  Please  contribute  $100  to  help 
sponsor  at  least  one  of  these  men  who 
have  served  so  well.  In  addition  we 
hope  that  you  will  include  the 
Minister's  Program  in  your  budget. 
Some  churches  are  able  to  do  more  and 
we  would  like  to  encourage  them  to  do 
this  during  this  special  time  of  year. 
Each  year  the  Minister's  Program  steps 
out  in  faith  to  make  Christmas  Cheer  a 
reality  because  without  your  support 
we  could  not  afford  the  cost.  Thank  you 
in  advance  for  all  that  you  do  and  may 
all  the  blessings  of  this  season  be  yours. 


LflYMfln'S  LEAGUE 


CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  MEETING 

The  Central  Conference  Layman's  League  met  on  September  13  at  Elm  Grove  Church  in  Ayden.  Mr.  Benny  Cox  and 
the  Rev.  Frankie  Baggett  did  a  skit.  Special  music  was  provided  by  the  Rev.  Charles  (Chuck)  Branch. 


Some  of  the  men  who  attended  Central  Conference  Layman's  Left  to  Right:  Irvin  Mizelle  (Past  President)  of  Central  Con- 

League  Meeting  at  Elm  Grove  Church  in  Ayden  on  September  13,  ference  Layman's  League),  Eric  Wainwright  (Present  Vice-Presi- 
2004.  dent  of  Central  Conference  Layman's  League). 


(AMP  VAMDEMERE 


SPECKLED  TROUT 
FISHING  TOURNAMENT 
NOVEMBER  20,  2004 

All  proceeds  will  go  to  help  support  Camp  Vandemere.  This  package  is  for  one 
night  stay  in  dorms,  including  breakfast  and  fishing  fee  (which  includes  dinner 
on  November  20):  $40  per  person.  Lodge  rooms  are  available  at  an  extra  cost. 
Trophies  and  door  prizes  will  be  given.  Please  fill  out  the  form  below. 


Name. 


Address 


City 


State_ 


Zip_ 


Phone  £_ 


Church 


Number  in  party - 


Overnight  lodging:     Yes  - 


No- 


Friday  night  dinner:  Yes  No  (charge  is  $6  per  person) 

Please  return  this  form  by:  November  15,  2004  along  with  $25  (non-refundable)  fee  to: 
Camp  Vandemere,  P.O.  Box  188,  Vandemere,  NC  28587.  Please  make  checks  payable  to 
Camp  Vandemere.  Ice,  drinks,  and  snacks  can  be  bought  at  the  camp. 


WEEKEND 
RETREATS 

REMEMBER  Camp  Vandemere  is 
open  year  around!  The  camp  has 
been  used  a  lot  this  year  by  churches 
having  weekend  retreats,  individuals 
having  family  gatherings,  and  by 
families  for  a  weekend  get  away.  We 
still  have  weekends  available  for  this 
year.  Call  and  book  your  reservations 
today.  Prices  are  as  follows:  (1)  Lodge 
Rooms — $35  per  night;  (2)  Dorms — 
$10  per  person  per  night;  (3)  RV  wa- 
ter and  electricity — $10  per  night;  (4) 
RV  full  hook-up— $14;  (5)  Tents— $10 
per  tent;  (6)  Kitchen  Usage— $25;  (7) 
Grounds — $50. 

DON'T  KNOW  MUCH  ABOUT 
CAMP  VANDEMERE?  Invite  the 
Camp  Manager,  Wesley  Taylor  to 
your  church  for  a  camp  presentation. 
You  can  contact  him  at  (252)  745-3171 
(office);  (252)  514-3222  (cell);  (252) 
634-1287  (pager)  or  e-mail: 
<vandemere@pamlico.net>.  Also, 
visit  us  oh  the  web  at 
<  w  ww.  camp  vandemere.org> . 
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Reason  to  Give  Thanks 

by  R.  B.  Spencer 

(This  article  is  reprinted  from  the  Editorial  page  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  Wednesday,  November  18,  1936.) 


As  Thanksgiving  Day  is  drawing  near,  many  people 
have  much  for  which  to  give  thanks  to  the  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther, for  all  good  and  perfect  gifts  come  from  Him.  With- 
out His  divine  providence  and  tender  mercies  mankind 
would  be  hopeless  and  helpless.  The 
sunshine  and  the  rain  warm  the  earth 
and  water  the  growing  grain,  and  all  life 
would  ultimately  perish  were  it  not  for 
God's  wisdom  in  His  plan  of  creation. 
Through  the  centuries  man  has  been 
utilizing  many  things  which  God  has 
placed  about  him  for  his  happiness  and 
advancement. 

The  gold,  silver,  iron,  coal,  precious 
gems,  fertile  soils,  heavily  timbered  forests,  water  power — 
all  coming  from  the  hand  of  God  contribute  to  bless  the 
races  of  mankind.  Thanks  and  praise  to  the  Creator  for 
such  blessings  are  justly  due  the  Heavenly  Father  from 


'olden 


everyone.  People  should  thank  Him  for  sustaining  them, 
making  it  possible  for  them  to  have  homes  in  which  to 
live,  food  to  nourish  their  bodies,  and  clothing  to  protect 
them  from  the  wintry  weather.  During  the  harvest  time 
when  people  are  gardening,  laying  in 
store  the  increase  from  the  farmers,  they 
are  to  be  thankful,  and  offer  praise  to 
Almighty  God  for  His  wonderful  good- 
ness to  them.  His  Word  reveals  this 
truth,  and  everyone  can  thank  the  Lord 
for  what  He  has  done  for  them.  It  has 
been  said  that  the  thankful  person  is  the 
most  happy  and  carries  a  cheerful  face 
while  the  unthankful  is  the  most 
grouchy  and  unpleasant  in  his  ways.  On  Thanksgiving 
Day  the  people  should  assemble  in  the  churches  through- 
out the  nation,  and  hold  Thanksgiving  services  in  honor 
and  praise  to  God. 


People  6  fvtriTS 


THE  SEASON  OF  ADVENT; 
SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  28-FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  24 


The  season  of  Advent  begins  on  Sunday,  November  28,  and  continues  until  Christmas  Eve.  The  word  "advent" 
means  "coming"  or  "arrival"  and  the  season  celebrates  the  Birth  of  Jesus,  and  the  anticipation  of  His  return. 

Many  churches  display  the  colors  of  purple  and  blue  during  this  time  of  year  to  represent  the  royalty  of  Jesus.  In 
addition  to  adorning  our  sanctuaries  with  the  colors  of  the  church  year,  advent  wreaths  serve  as  a  reminder  of  the 
season's  meaning.  Although  the  candles  can  represent  many  different  things,  below  is  a  brief  explanation  of  the 
symbolism  behind  the  advent  wreath: 

•    the  circle  of  the  wreath — God,  who  has  no  beginning  or  end,  who  is  always  full  of  mercy  and  love. 


the  green  of  the  wreath — the  eternal  life  we  have  in  Christ. 

first  purple  candle — the  candle  of  Expectation,  Hope,  or  Prophecy. 


remaining  three  candles  (typically  two  more  purple  candles  and  one  pink  candle) — Bethlehem,  Shepherds, 
Angels;  Peace,  Joy,  Love;  John  the  Baptist,  the  Magi,  Mary;  the  Annunciation,  Proclamation,  Fulfillment. 

the  center  candle  (white) — the  Christ  Candle  (lit  on  Christmas  Eve  or  Christmas  Day). 


light  of  the  candles — Jesus  is  the  light  of  the  world. 
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THE  REVEREND  CLYDE  WILSON  COX 
(tsAarch  26, 1920-Attgust  28,  2004) 

by  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper 


In  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Clyde  Cox, 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  have  suf- 
fered the  loss  of  one  of  our  most  be- 
loved pastors.  Ordained  November  29, 
1952,  by  the  Piedmont  Conference,  his 
pastoral  ministry  expanded  more  than 
half-a-century,  including  fifteen 
churches  in  the  Piedmont  and  Coastal 
Plain  regions  of  North  Carolina. 

In  addition  to  his  pastoral  services, 
Mr.  Cox  conducted  two  hundred  sev- 
enty-four revivals  and  taught  music 
schools  in  thirty  churches.  The  list  of 
churches  in  which  he  preached  in- 
cludes four  states  other  than  North 
Carolina — Florida,  Tennessee,  South 
Carolina,  and  Virginia. 

A  native  of  Rowan  County,  he  was 
one  of  twelve  children  born  to  Ollie 
Mae  Gales  and  John  Franklin  Cox. 
Finding  the  farm  too  small  to  support 
their  growing  family,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox 
moved  to  Kannapolis  where  employ- 
ment was  available  in  the  cotton  mills, 
as  they  were  known  at  that  time.  It  was 
there,  at  age  seventeen,  that  Clyde 
made  his  profession  of  Christian  faith 
and  became  a  member  of  Elwood  Lane 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 

Following  the  outbreak  of  World  War 
II,  Mr.  Cox  served  in  the  Navy  on  the 
USS  Birmingham  in  the  Pacific,  which 


came  under  enemy  fire  and  suffered 
casualties.  Providentially,  Mr.  Cox  sur- 
vived, and  following  the  war  he  re- 
turned home  and  became  active  in 
church  music.  His  spiritual  growth  led 
to  his  call  into  the  Christian  ministry 
to  which  he  devoted  the  remainder  of 
his  life. 

He  was  preceded  in  death  by  his  wife 
of  fifty-five  years,  Mary  Smith  Cox 
whom  he  married  in  1939.  Survivors 
include  a  son,  Boyce  Cox  of  St.  Augus- 
tine, FL.,  a  daughter  Sharon  Cox  Grif- 
fin of  Selma;  and  his  wife  Alma  Dale 
Cox  whom  he  married  in  1996. 

The  Rev.  Stephen  Morris,  pastor  of 


Spring  Hill  Church  and  Dr.  W.  Burkette 
Raper,  president  emeritus  of  Mount 
Olive  College,  conducted  funeral  ser- 
vices at  Parrish  Funeral  Home  in 
Selma.  A  special  feature  of  the  service 
was  pre-recorded  music  by  Mr.  Cox 
and  his  wife,  Alma. 

Fortunately,  Mr.  Cox  compiled  a  his- 
tory of  his  ministry  including  a  list  of 
his  pastorates,  churches  in  which  he 
held  revivals  and  conducted  music 
schools,  music  which  he  composed, 
and  other  biographical  information.  In 
February,  preceding  his  death  in  Au- 
gust, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox  presented  this 
history  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Histori- 
cal Collection  at  Mount  Olive  College, 
where  it  is  on  permanent  deposit  for 
review  by  ministerial  students,  pastors, 
friends,  and  family  members. 

A  memorial  to  Mr.  Cox  has  also  been 
established  by  the  gifts  of  churches  he 
served,  family  members,  and  friends  to 
the  Legacy  Fund,  which  is  an  endow- 
ment for  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Histori- 
cal Collection. 

A  copy  of  the  memorial  tribute  to  Mr. 
Cox  presented  at  his  funeral  may  be  ob- 
tained by  contacting  Dr.  W.  Burkette 
Raper,  619  West  Main  Street,  Mount 
Olive,  NC  28365,  or  e-mail 
<wraper@moc.edu>. 


TWENTY-FIVE  YEARS  OF  SERVICE 

by  Lottie  Boykin 

September  12, 2004  was  an  exciting  day  at  Marsh  Swamp  Church  when  the  church  honored  the  Rev.  Ray  Wells  for  25 
years  of  service  to  the  church.  The  flowers  in  the  sanctuary  were  given  to  the  glory  of  God  and  in  honor  of  Ray  and  his 
wife,  Julie,  by  David  Currie,  Youth  Minister,  and  Leigh  Ann  Johnson,  Music  Minister.  A  special  song  entitled,  "I  Thank 
My  God  for  You"  was  rendered  by  Miss  Johnson.  As  a  gift,  he  was  presented  with  a  plaque  in  recognition  of  his  service 
and  a  monetary  gift  from  the  membership  of  the  church.  Mrs.  Emogene  Boyette,  President  of  the  Women's  Auxiliary, 
then  presented  Ray  with  a  boutonniere  and  Julie  with  a  corsage.  As  the  service  began,  his  best  friend,  the  Rev.  De 
Wayne  Eakes,  Pastor  of  Little  Rock  Church,  took  over  the  service  and  Ray  took  a  seat  in  the  audience  with  his  wife  and 
family  including  his  five  grandsons:  Jack,  Andrew,  Sam,  Ben,  and  Walton.  Mr.  Eakes  made  many  remarks  about  their 
friendship  of  almost  40  years  and  how  close  they  have  been  over  the  years. 

Following  the  service  approximately  200  people  gathered  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  for  a  delicious  covered  dish  meal. 

Mr.  Wells  and  Julie  are  loved  not  only  by  the  membership  of  Marsh  Swamp  Church,  but  the  community  of  Rock 
Ridge  for  their  devotion  and  faithfulness. 
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TOWN  OF  NEWPORT 
HONORED  IN  SEPTEMBER 
5TH  SPECIAL  SERVICE 

by  Peggy  Horrell 


To  commemorate  Labor  Day,  Holly  Springs  Church  of 
Newport,  invited  the  Newport  commissioners,  mayor, 
town  manager,  staff  members,  police  force,  and  fire  and 
rescue  members  to  a  special  service  in  appreciation  of  the 
Town  of  Newport.  Mr.  Ronald  Mason,  town  manager,  and 
Mr.  Derryl  Garner,  mayor,  were  invited  to  speak  to  the 
congregation.  Mr.  Mason  reminded  everyone  about  the 
Lord's  work  and  expressed  his  appreciation  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  worship  together.  Mayor  Garner  reminisced 
about  his  childhood  in  the  church  and  Newport  commu- 
nity, and  he  recited  the  poem,  "The  Touch  of  the  Master's 
Hand."  The  Rev.  Ray  Conner  presented  a  Certificate  of 
Appreciation  to  Mayor  Garner,  which  he  accepted  on  be- 
half of  the  commissioners,  staff,  and  work  force  of  the 
Town  of  Newport. 

Special  music  was  presented  by  John  Hill,  the  church 
choir,  the  praise  and  worship  team,  and  The  Quartet.  A 
special  presentation  of  Michael  W.  Smith's,  "There  She 
Stands,"  was  given  by  the  Vessels  of  Worship,  which  was 
especially  touching  when  three  firemen  raised  the  Ameri- 
can Flag  amidst  some  rubble. 

LINDA  HERRING  TO  HOLD 
PRAYER  STUDY  COURSE 

Folkstone  Church  Woman's  Auxiliary  will  host  a  study 
course  Saturday,  November  13  beginning  at  10  a.m.  Linda 
Herring  will  be  the  speaker. 

You  are  invited  to  attend.  Plans  are  already  underway, 
and  you  are  asked  to  pray  each  day  for  Linda  and  the 
study  course  on  prayer. 

Finger  foods  will  be  served.  If  you  plan  to  attend,  please 
let  us  know.  You  may  contact  JoAnn  Parrish  at  404  Creek 
Drive,  Hampstead,  NC  28443;  phone  (910)  328-0434;  or  e- 
mail  <gilbertparrish@msn.com>. 
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NOTICE 

The  150th  Anniversary  Session  of  the  Cape  Fear  An- 
nual Conference  will  be  held  at  Shady  Grove  Church  on 
November  9,  with  registration  beginning  at  8:30  a.m.  There 
will  be  a  special  150th  Anniversary  presentation  at  3  p.m. 

COMMUNITY 
THANKSGIVING  SERVICE 

Epworth  United  Methodist  Church  will  host  a  Com- 
munity Thanksgiving  Service  on  Wednesday,  November 
24, 2004  at  7:30  p.m.  The  Rev.  Stewart  Leneave  of  Timothy 
Christian  Church,  Gardnerville,  will  be  the  speaker.  Spe- 
cial music  will  be  provided  by  Pleasant  Hill  OFWB 
Church,  Grimesland. 

Please  join  us  in  a  most  special  time  of  worship  and 
thanksgiving. 

FALL  BAZAAR  AT 
PLEASANT  HILL  CHURCH 

Saturday,  November  13,  2004 

10  A.M.-l  P.M. 

Homemade  Preserves,  Candies,  Fudge,  etc. 
Fashion  Handbags,  Fall  and  Christmas  Wreaths, 
Birdhouses,  and  Lots  More! 

Chicken  and  Pastry  Dinner — 5:30  p.m. 
Auction — 7  p.m. 
Children/Youth  Bake  Sale 

Come  out  and  start  your  Christmas  shopping 
and  see  your  old  friends! 


FALL  BAZAAR  AT 
ORMONDSVILLE  CHURCH 

Saturday,  November  6,  2004 

10  A.M.-2  P.M. 

Supper  and  Auction — 5  p.m. 

Games  for  the  kids,  crafts,  baked  goods, 
BBQ  chicken  plates,  fashion  handbags, 
Pampered  Chef,  Reflections  Gift  Baskets, 
Avon,  Tupperware,  Stanley  Products,  jewelry, 
Home  Interior,  and  lots  more! 

Come  Out  and  Join  in  the  FUN! 

23  November  2004 


CENTRAL  DISTRICT 
YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP  NEWS 

The  Central  District  Youth  Fellowship  met  at  the  Children's  Home  in 
Middlesex,  NC,  on  September  18, 2004,  for  a  "Fun  Day."  In  spite  of  the  rains  of 
Ivan,  the  children  enjoyed  games  and  fellowship  in  the  gymnasium.  The  dis- 
trict officers  did  an  outstanding  job  facilitating  the  events.  Dr.  Donald  Ribeiro 
provided  an  inspirational  devotion.  A  hotdog  lunch  was  enjoyed  by  all.  The 
service  project  for  this  meeting  was  to  replenish  linens  for  the  home. 

The  2004-2006  Officers  for  the  Central  District  are:  President,  Crystal  Dunn, 
Kings  Cross  Roads;  Vice  President,  April  Scott,  First  Church  of  Tarboro;  Re- 
cording Secretary,  Stacy  House,  Marlboro;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Amanda 
Hinson,  Marlboro;  Program  Chair,  Emily  Tripp,  Ormondsville;  and  Treasurer, 
Brittany  Powell,  Marlboro. 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

November  20,  2004 
Central  District  Youth  Fellowship  Meeting,  6:30  p.m. 
Free  Union  Church,  Walstonburg,  NC 

January  29,  2005 
Talent,  6  p.m. 
South  Central  High  School 
Winterville,  NC 
Service  Project — towels/washcloths  for  Cragmont 

February  19,  2005 
Mount  Olive  College  Basketball  Game,  5:30  p.m. 

March  19,  2005 
Bible  Bowl,  Arts/Crafts,  Lesson  Presentation, 
Public  Speaking,  Christian  Writing,  9  a.m. 
TBA 

Service  Project — Vitamins  for  all  ages 
for  Foreign  Missions  in  Mexico 

May  13-15,  2005 
State  Youth  Convention 
State  Youth  Project — $10,000  for  Foreign  Missions 

We  invite  all  churches  in  the 
Central  District  to  participate  in  these  activities. 
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SMYRNA 
CHURCH 
CELEBRATES 
HERITAGE  DAY 


Pictured  are  cousins  Ray  Smith  and 
Betty  Young,  members  of  Smyrna 
Church  in  the  Meadow  community. 
Mrs.  Young  is  displaying  a  newspa- 
per clipping  from  The  News  and 
Observor,  dated  Thursday,  July  14, 
1949,  showing  only  the  flooring  of 
Young's  two-story  family  home.  A 
picture  of  the  home  the  American 
Red  Cross  and  neighbors  built  for  the 
Paul  P.  Lee  family  following  the  tor- 
nado on  July  13, 1949,  was  also  shown. 

Mrs.  Young,  her  brother,  Bruce  E. 
Lee,  and  her  mother,  the  late  Lettie 
B.  Lee,  were  in  the  home  at  the  time 
of  the  tornado  and  neither  were 
harmed. 

Smith  and  Young  shared  memories 
of  the  storm  during  the  church's  cel- 
ebration of  Heritage  Day  on  Septem- 
ber 22. 

Smyrna  Church  located  on  NC 
Highway  96  south  of  Meadow 
School,  was  formed  in  the  new  Lee 
home  following  the  storm  and  Lettie 
Lou  offered  the  name  Smyrna  which 
was  accepted  by  the  charter  mem- 
bers. 
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VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL  AT  SPRING  HILL  CHURCH 


"Welcome  to  Lava  Lava  Island — 
where  Jesus'  love  flows."  As  director 
of  Bible  School,  I  could  almost  taste  the 
excitement  around  me  as  I  uttered  these 
words  to  our  islanders  (young  and  ex- 
perienced at  heart)  who  had  come  to 
visit  Lava  Lava  Island  during  the  week 
of  July  19. 

As  each  crew  member  entered  the  is- 
land at  the  front  door,  their  eyes  lit  up 
when  seeing  the  extensive  prepara- 
tions! The  church  had  received  a  total 
transformation  into  a  tropical  island 
paradise  complete  with  a  giant  mon- 
key and  an  awesome  volcano  that  took 
center  stage!  These  props  were  just  a 
few  items  used  to  make  the  feel  of  Lava 
Lava  Island  come  alive! 

Each  night  spent  on  the  island 
brought  a  new  Bible  point  to  life!  Not 
only  did  the  crews  learn  that  Jesus'  love 
flows,  they  learned  that  Jesus  brings 
hope,  Jesus  followed  God's  Word,  Jesus 
gives  courage,  Jesus  saves  us,  and  Jesus 
gives  us  a  reason  to  celebrate.  These 
key  points  were  driven  home  each 
night  through  the  presentation  of 
songs,  skits,  and  dynamic  lessons. 

Our  crews  rotated  through  many 
center-based  learning  experiences  each 
night.  Each  center  was  responsible  for 
making  sure  the  crew  members  learned 
the  Bible  point  and  the  "treasure  verse" 
of  the  night.  The  children  seemed  to 
really  enjoy  the  rotation  to  the  "cave" 
that  was  in  an  upstairs  room.  The  gi- 
ant snake  that  waited  on  the  floor  of 
the  cave  each  night  seemed  to  keep  a 
careful  watch  over  the  children  as  they 
watched  the  video  segment  about 
Chatter  and  his  friends.  Comments 
like  "Can  we  watch  it  again?"  and  "I 
can't  wait  'til  tomorrow  night  to  see 
what  else  will  happen"  were  heard 
many  times  during  each  session! 

During  the  closing  portion  of  the 
night  when  we  learned  of  Jesus'  sav- 
ing love,  we  sang  "Grace  Flows  Down" 
and  everyone  in  attendance  joined 
around  the  altar  to  experience  that  sav- 
ing grace!  There  were  very  few  eyes 
that  were  not  red  and  overflowing  with 
tears  of  joy  as  each  one  there  got  a  touch 
of  that  saving  love! 


by  Sheila  Herring 

The  experienced  islanders,  led  by  our 
very  own,  the  Rev.  Steve  Norris,  also 
learned  the  key  points  of  each  night. 
He  taught  the  same  Bible  stories  to  the 
adults  that  the  children  heard.  Each 
night  the  hardest  choice  he  seemed  to 
make  pertained  to  finding  the  perfect 
lei  to  match  his  nightly  ensemble! 

After  a  week  filled  with  fun,  laugh- 
ter, crafts,  drama,  and  sports — a  culmi- 
nation commencement  exercise  was 
held  on  Sunday  night,  July  25.  At  this 
time,  the  skits  of  the  week,  songs,  Bible 
verses,  and  a  brief  summary  of  what 
was  learned  was  shared. 

By  the  week's  end,  our  volcano  was 
overflowing  with  lava  strips  the  chil- 
dren earned  by  doing  their  daily  chal- 
lenge homework.  The  children  could 
really  see  from  the  nightly  challenges 
that  when  we  work  together  to  share 
Jesus  with  others — His  love  really 
flows  forth! 

Vacation  Bible  School  is  an  exhaust- 
ing experience  for  all  involved — but  I 
must  say  that  it  was  well  worth  the  long 
hours  and  late  nights  spent  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  week  to  come!  When  the 
first  child  entered  the  island  and  ex- 
claimed their  excitement,  all  the  head- 
aches, sore  muscles,  and  under-eye 
circles  from  lack  of  sleep  seemed  to 
magically  disappear!  It  was  truly  an 
awesome  experience  to  behold! 

I  cannot  wait  to  get  started  on  next 
year's  Bible  School  adventure! 

#| 


Teaching. 


Experienced  islanders. 
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FIRST  CHURCH  OF  WILSON 
YOUTH  GO  TO  APPALACHIA 


From  July  18-24,  the  youth  from 
First  Church  of  Wilson  went  to  the 
mountains  of  Appalachia  to  assist 
those  in  need.  Jonathan  Dail,  Caitlyn 
Head,  Jimmie  Hollowell,  Jessica 
Hollowell,  Cullen  Johnson,  Jennifer 
Jones,  Kaitlyn  Lamm,  Robert  Lupton, 
Audrey  Owens,  Allison  Pittman, 
Scott  Suggs,  Daniel  Vester,  and  Madi- 
son Wheeler  worked  very  hard. 
Cindy  Hollowell,  John  Johnson, 
Randy  Jones,  Deborah  King,  Andy 
Palm,  Franklin  Vester,  and  Ken 
Wheeler  did  a  fine  job  as  chaperones. 
They  also  joined  Ephesus  Church 
from  Blounts  Creek,  NC,  led  by 
Tommy  Boyd. 

Both  groups  went  through  a  short- 
term  missions  organization,  Team 
Effort,  which  specializes  in  providing 
affordable  short-term  missions  trips 
for  youth  from  all  over  the  country 
during  the  summer  months.  The  two 
church  groups  stayed  at  the  Wa-Floy 
Christian  Retreat  Center  in 
Gatlinburg,  TN.  Each  day  the  partici- 
pants commuted  to  the  Newport  area 
to  help  a  church  that  was  in  need  of 
major  repairs.  Through  their  efforts, 
they  were  able  to  put  a  new  roof  over 
the  fellowship  hall,  install  two  com- 
modes, remodel  bathrooms,  install 
cabinets  in  the  kitchen,  paint,  and  put 
a  new  door  on  the  back  of  the  church. 
God  worked  in  a  marvelous  way  as 


the  two  churches  served  one  another 
throughout  the  week. 

At  the  start  of  the  week,  Ephesus 
had  transportation  difficulties,  and 
First  Church  of  Wilson  had  just 
enough  extra  seats  on  their  bus  to 
accommodate  the  13  from  Ephesus 
till  their  bus  was  on  the  road  again.  It 
was  truly  miraculous.  The  bus  had  a 
leaking  front  transmission  seal,  and 
somehow  it  sealed  itself  back  up.  Af- 
ter allowing  the  bus  to  sit  overnight 
and  refilling  the  bus  with  transmis- 
sion fluid  the  next  day,  it  never  leaked 
again!  The  Lord  allowed  both 
churches  to  be  put  together  through 
a  broken  down  vehicle,  and  the  rest 
of  the  week  was  amazing  as  the  two 
groups  worked  together. 

Each  day  consisted  of  individual 
quiet  time  with  the  Lord,  working  on 
the  job  site,  and  a  closing  program. 
Every  day  in  the  closing  program  the 
counselors  would  award  the 
"paddle"  to  the  group  that  main- 
tained the  cleanest  cabin.  The  paddle 
was  a  boat  oar  in  which  the  awarded 
group  would  inscribe  their  name  on 
a  designated  spot.  Out  of  30  cabins, 
the  boys  from  First  Church  of  Wilson 
won  it  two  nights  in  a  row.  Go 
Belleview!  The  closing  program  also 
had  competitive  games,  worship,  and 
an  inspiring  message.  Every  day 
ended  with  each  church  having 


group  time  to  share  about  what  the 
Lord  was  able  to  accomplish  through 
the  young  people  on  that  particular 
day. 

One  of  the  highlights  came  at  the 
end  of  the  week,  as  both  groups  were 
able  to  finalize  the  church  project  that 
was  started  by  other  churches  in  the 
first  week  of  June.  Both  groups  were 
able  to  gather  around  the  pastor  to 
have  prayer.  The  young  people  held 
up  the  pastor's  arms  and  prayed  for 
the  church.  They  were  so  apprecia- 
tive of  the  work  that  was  done 
throughout  the  summer.  The  church 
was  located  in  a  low-income  area 
where  drug  deals  and  prostitution 
take  place  on  a  regular  basis. 

In  addition  to  the  projects  our 
group  worked  on,  the  church  re- 
ceived an  entire  new  roof,  a  new  choir 
loft,  and  a  new  storage  shed  through 
the  efforts  of  all  the  short-term  teams. 


Happy 
Thanksgiving 

from  the 
Management 
and  Staff 
of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist 
Press 


May  You 
and  Yours 
Have  A 
Blessed  Holiday! 
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AUXILIARY  MEMBER 
WITHOUT  BLUE  HAIR? 

by  Sheila  Herring 

When  we  hear  the  words  "Auxiliary 
Meeting,"  many  of  us  conjure  in  our 
minds  a  picture  of  sweet  little  ladies 
serving  the  Lord.  At  our  church,  Spring 
Hill,  we  have  many  of  those  sweet  little 
"blue  hairs,"  as  we  so  affectionately 
like  to  call  them.  However,  we  have 
one  member  who  diligently  comes 
each  month  who  is  just  11  years  old. 
Paige  Herring  has  been  attending  aux- 
iliary meetings  with  her  mother  for 
well  over  a  year.  She  is  actively  in- 
volved each  month  in  the  meetings. 
She  helps  by  passing  out  our  prayer 
partner  tags,  collecting  the  offerings,  and  teaching.  Yes,  teaching!  Last  year 
she  taught  two  lessons  (one  of  which  the  men  were  invited  to  attend)  and 
thus  far  this  year  she  has  taught  one  lesson  and  is  scheduled  to  teach  another! 
She  blesses  our  hearts  when  she  teaches.  She  doesn't  just  read  from  the  Devo- 
tion. With  some  help  from  her  mother,  Paige  researches  the  topic  she  has  cho- 
sen and  brings  new  information  into  the  lesson.  Each  time,  she  has  something 
like  a  bookmark  or  a  note  that  we  can  keep  as  a  remembrance  of  her  lesson. 
Maybe  I'm  a  little  prejudiced  since  she's  my  baby  girl,  but  I  am  very  proud  of 
the  work  she  does  to  help  make  our  auxiliary  meetings  the  best  they  can  be!  If 
each  church  had  more  people  with  that  young  spirit  helping  and  attending 
meetings,  all  our  auxiliaries  would  be  bursting  at  the  seams! 


A  Stoney  Creek 

Christmas  Spectacular 

A  collection  of  secular  and  sacred  music 
and  drama  with  a  cast  of  all  ages. 

The  sights,  sounds,  and  miracles  of 
Christmas  from  our  family  to  yours. 

December  10-12;  17-18,  2004 
7  p.m. 


For  complimentary  tickets,  call 
(919)  735-3916  or  e-mail  Kerrie  Clayton 
Director  of  Music,  at  <kclayton@ncrrbiz.com>. 
Tickets  required. 

Stoney  Creek  Church 
752  Stoney  Creek  Church  Road 
Goldsboro,  NC  27534 


SNOW  HILL  TO 
BRING  "SPIRIT  OF 
CHRISTMAS" 
TO  LIFE 

by  Sherry  Matthews 

There  will  be  shepherds  and  caroling 
choir  members,  live  animals,  and  a 
stable;  there  will  be  a  poignant  story  that 
will  draw  you  into  a  modern  day  family, 
a  son  returning  home  from  Iraq,  and  a 
young  man  coping  with  the  loss  of  his 
grandmother.  And  there  will  be 
Bethlehem,  Mary  and  Joseph,  and  the 
child  who  would  be  King. 

That's  just  the  drama  portion  of  Snow 
Hill  Church's  Christmas  extravaganza, 
"The  Spirit  of  Christmas,"  set  for  perfor- 
mances on  December  11  at  3  p.m.  and 
7  p.m.  and  December  12  during  the  morn- 
ing worship  service  at  11  a.m. 

Snow  Hill's  creative  and  talented  adult 
choir,  under  the  direction  of  music  min- 
ister, Gloria  Edwards,  will  be  perform 
ing  the  spiritually  moving  music  that  sets 
the  stage  for  the  drama  unfolding. 

With  featured  songs  like  "My  Prayer," 
"Don't  Save  It  All  for  Christmas  Day," 
"When  He  Comes  Again,"  and  the  mov- 
ing soliloquy  "One  Solitary  Life,"  inter- 
mingled with  a  moving  drama  that 
should  draw  people  closer  to  God.  This 
event  is  sure  to  be  a  crowd  pleaser. 

The  drama,  directed  by  Cathy 
Crumpler,  Snow  Hill's  new  director  of 
Christian  education,  will  feature  Kinston 
thespian,  Garrett  Southerland,  who  por- 
trayed Jesus  in  Snow  Hill's  Easter  drama 
"The  Resurrection,"  along  with  60  choir 
and  church  members. 

"We  have  a  Saturday  matinee  for  the 
first  time  on  December  11  at  3  p.m.;  we 
hope  this  will  be  an  option  for  many  dur- 
ing the  busy  holiday  season,"  said 
Edwards. 

We  ask  you  to  come  and  see  that  the 
"spirit  of  Christmas"  is  alive  and  well  at 
Snow  Hill  Church." 

In  addition  to  the  drama,  Snow  Hill 
will  hold  its  annual  "Hanging  of  the 
Greens"  on  November  28  at  7  p.m.,  fea- 
turing many  of  the  choir's  best  musical 
selections. 

Snow  Hill  Church  is  located  at  1224 
Red  Hill  Road,  Mount  Olive,  NC.  For 
more  information  about  the  upcoming 
"Hanging  of  the  Greens"  or  "The  Spirit 
of  Christmas"  drama,  call  (910)  592-8105. 
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CRUMPLER  NAMED  SNOW  HILL 
CHURCH  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


Folder  in  hand,  the  frayed  pages  of 
Snow  Hill  Church's  upcoming 
Christmas  drama  "The  Spirit  of 
Christmas"  peeking  from  beneath, 
Cathy  Crumpler  turns  to  newly 
selected  cast  members  to  deliver  a 
word  of  prayer  before  beginning 
discussion  about  the  impending 
practices. 

An  hour  after  the  organization 
meeting,  Crumpler,  Snow  Hill's  new 
director  of  Christian  education,  is  at  her 
computer  putting  the  finishing  touches 
on  the  church's  second  newsletter, 
developed  by  Crumpler  just  weeks 
after  taking  her  new  position  in 
September. 

Since  taking  on  her  new  role, 
Crumpler  has  put  the  finishing  touches 


by  Sherry  Matthews 

on  the  Christmas  drama,  held  the  first 
of  what  are  now  monthly  senior  citizen 
fellowship  events,  helped  to  organize 
a  Sunday  School  attendance 
competition  and  developed  a  Sunday 
School  teacher  appreciation  day  at  the 
church. 

And  that  was  just  in  the  first  six 
weeks. 

For  Crumpler,  building  on  the 
church's  strong  foundation  of  youth 
and  adult  programs  comes  naturally 
and  is  something  she  is  humbled  to  be 
given  the  chance  to  do  at  her  home 
church. 

"It's  a  real  honor  to  have  been  given 
this  opportunity  to  serve  God  while 
serving  my  home  church  in  this 
capacity,"  Crumpler  said. 

"I  am  excited  about  working  with  the 
pastor,  the  Sunday  School 
administrator  and  those  who  work 
with  our  youth." 

Crumpler  said  she  "especially" 
enjoyed  the  programs  for  those  church 
members  50  or  older  who  have  recently 
been  revived  at  Snow  Hill.  "Working 
with  the  senior  citizens  is  wonderful, 
but  then  again,  working  with  everyone 
at  Snow  Hill  is  a  great  experience." 

Crumpler,  an  art  teacher  at  East 
Duplin  High  School,  began  her 


teaching  career  in  Duplin  County 
Schools  19  years  ago,  although  she  has 
worked  with  the  school  system  as  a 
teacher  assistant  since  1975. 

She  is  a  graduate  of  Mount  Olive 
College  (with  a  bachelor  of  science 
degree  in  church  ministry)  and  of  East 
Carolina  University  (where  she 
received  her  teacher's  certificate). 

She  has  worked  for  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home,  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Sunday  School  ministry  board 
and  as  a  counselor  with  Cragmont 
Assembly,  working  with  AFC/YFA 
and  General  Youth  Conference  since 
1973. 

In  addition,  Crumpler  has  been  past 
president  of  the  Eastern  District 
Woman's  Auxiliary  and  co-director  of 
the  All  4  Him  Christian  Ministries  from 
1995-99. 

Crumpler  has  also  just  recently 
written  a  book  of  puppet  skits  entitled 
"Hands  Up  for  the  Lord,"  which  is 
available  by  contacting  her  at  (252)  568- 
3758. 

Bob  Kornegay,  a  deacon  at  Snow  Hill, 
said  he  was  extremely  pleased  to  have 
someone  like  Crumpler  leading  the 
Christian  programs  at  the  church. 
"Cathy  is  extremely  talented.  We  are 
very  fortunate  that  she  has  agreed  to 
use  those  talents  at  Snow  Hill." 


POWHATAN  CELEBRATES  PAST  AND  FUTURE  WITH 
MEMORIAL  SERVICE  AND  NEW  BUILDING  DEDICATION 


Powhatan  hosted  the  Cape  Fear 
Youth  Rally  on  September  4  and  gave 
a  PowerPoint  presentation  on  the 
Youth  Convention  Mission  to  Nash- 
ville. There  were  six  churches  repre- 
sented (93)  people  and  attendance  ban- 
ners were  awarded  as  follows:  Youth — 
Haymount;  Youth  Runner-Up — Shady 
Grove;  Overall — Robert's  Grove;  and 
Overall  Runner-Up — Smyrna.  New 
Cape  Fear  officers  for  2005  will  be  in- 
stalled at  the  November  rally  at 
Robert's  Grove  and  the  results  of  the 
Arts  and  Crafts  scoring  will  be  an- 
nounced. 


by  Rita  Jones 

Powhatan  was  represented  at  Vision 
Walk  on  September  11,  but  the  atten- 
dance was  lower  than  the  first  two 
walks.  It  was  a  beautiful  morning  to  be 
outside  and  the  Layman's  League 
cooked  up  a  good  lunch  for  the  walk- 
ers. Bryant  Hines  was  hopeful  more 
churches  would  be  sending  in  their 
forms  by  mail  to  bring  up  the  overall 
total.  For  the  day  a  little  over  $5,000 
was  collected.  Some  other  Cape  Fear 
churches  represented  were  Goldsboro 
First,  Robert's  Grove,  and  Shady  Grove. 
District  Youth  Leaders  Cathy  Cahoon, 
Judy  Lane,  Faye  Bryant,  and  Rita  Jones 


were  present  in  support  of  the  youth 
and  Cragmont. 

Raleigh  was  rocking  to  a  Christian 
beat  on  Sunday,  September  12,  at  the 
Altel  Pavilion  with  a  variety  of  per- 
formers raising  money  for  Habitat  for 
Humanity  at  the  annual  "House  Party" 
event. 

It  was  a  beautiful  day  between  hur- 
ricanes and  the  music  and  testimonies 
shared  made  for  a  good  day  of  fellow- 
ship. Our  group  from  Powhatan  recog- 
nized several  other  OFWB  groups. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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A  special  memorial  service  was  held 
in  the  Powhatan  cemetery  on  Saturday, 
September  18.  The  Sons  of  Confeder- 
ate Veterans  Camps  of  Clayton  and 
Garner  assisted  in  a  dedication  of  three 
new  grave  stones  for  Confederate  vet- 
erans associated  with  the  church.  Two 
other  soldiers  were  honored— one  al- 
ready in  the  cemetery  and  the  other  in 
a  family  plot  behind  the  church.  There 
were  four  Jones  brothers  honored  along 
with  Josiah  J.  Medlin,  the  father  of  Ella 
Medlin,  who  married  Matthew  Jones, 
the  brother  too  young  to  serve  in  the 
War.  He  and  Ella  had  14  children  and 
eventually  gave  the  land  for  the  church 
and  cemetery.  Around  100  descendants 
gathered  to  honor  the  memory  of  the 
soldiers  from  Powhatan's  past  and  cel- 
ebrate the  church's  future. 

Homecoming  capped  off  a  week  of 
revival  at  Powhatan  on  September  19. 
It  was  the  first  celebrated  in  our  new 
fellowship  and  education  building, 
which  was  dedicated  during  the  morn- 
ing worship  service.  Oldest  member, 
Joyce  Blinson,  proudly  cut  the  ribbon 
to  open  the  building  for  the  meal.  The 
Rev.  Roger  Hill  and  his  wife,  Ginger, 
returned  for  the  day,  and  he  brought  a 
message  about  "being  home"  and  all 
the  restful,  joyful  thoughts  associated 
with  it.  He  assured  us  that  one  day,  we 
will  all  be  Home  together  in  the  golden 
mansions  of  Heaven.  He  played  the  pi- 
ano as  he  had  for  so  many  years  in  the 
past,  and  Ginger  sang,  "It  Won't  Be  the 
Same  in  Heaven  Without  You  There." 


A  Color  Guard  group  from  the  Sons  of 
Confederate  Veterans  assisted  in  the  me- 
morial service. 


Youth  members  Hayley  Benson  and 
Nikki  Jones,  descendants  of  the  veterans 
being  honored,  at  the  new  grave  stones  in 
the  cemetery. 


Getting  ready  to  cut  the  ribbon  on  the  new  fellowship/education  building  were  senior 
members  (left  to  right):  Margaret  Lee  Blinson,  Bunk  Cole,  Pearl  Wood,  Joyce  Blinson, 
Margaret  Johnson,  Ruby  Phillips,  Shirley  Hatcher,  and  Nell  Carrington. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LITERATURE  REMINDER 


The  Winter  Quarter  begins  the  first  Sunday  in 
December.  If  you  need  to  make  changes  to  your  existing 
order  or  you  need  to  place  an  order,  do  so  early  to  ensure 
timely  delivery! 


Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc. 
P.O.  Box  159  •  Ayden,  NC  28513 
(800)  849-3927 
<faye@fwbpress.com> 
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in  the  Sncfflifht 


\  Molly  Springs  OFWB  GmnJi 

Newport,  NorlL  Carolina 
Easleire  Coofeiremice 


Dr.  Pepper 
Worthington 
Circuit  Writer 


Rev.  Michael 

Warning 
Circuit  Artist 


Editor's  Note:  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

announces  the  beginning  of  a  new 
column,  In  the  Spotlight.  The  Rev. 
Michael  Warning  and  Dr.  Pepper 
Worthington  are  acting  as  circuit 
witnesses  to  our  church  life  across  the 
denomination.  Rev.  Warning's  pen  and 
ink  sketch  and  Dr.  Worthington's 
account  of  a  Sunday  service  hope  to 
awaken  a  new  interest  in  what  is  going 
on  in  our  churches  across  the 
denomination.  Each  issue  of  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  in  2004  will  feature  a 
church  visited  by  our  circuit  witnesses. 


The  Rev.  Ray  Connor  called  the  11 
o'clock  service  to  order  with  the  read- 
ing of  Scripture  from  John  15:1-8.  Of 
particular  emphasis  were  two  verses — 
John  15:4-5: 

Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you.  As  the 
branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itself,  ex- 
cept it  abide  in  the  vine;  no  more  can 
ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me.  I  am  the  vine, 
ye  are  the  branches:  He  that  abideth 
in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the  same  bringeth 
forth  much  fruit:  for  without  me  ye 
can  do  nothing. 

Songs  of  praise  followed  to  empha- 
size the  joy  in  being  connected  to  the 
vine.  Christine  Glancy  led  in  a  praise 
pantomime  while  Renee  Wiggins  led 
the  Praise  Group  singing. 

People  were  still  coming  to  the  11 
o'clock  service  at  Holly  Springs 
Church.  The  11  o'clock  service  is  known 
as  the  more  contemporary  service, 
open  to  more  emotion,  more  move- 
ment, and  more  time,  because  the  ser- 
vice runs  two  hours.  Travis  Davis  and 
Scott  Murphy  were  on  hand  to  greet 
people  as  they  arrived  at  the  Family 
Life  Center,  because  the  main  sanctu- 
ary is  being  remodelled. 

The  congregation  was  asked  to  sing 
along  to  these  lyrics: 


Hungry  I  come  to  You 
For  1  know  You  satisfy. 
I  am  empty,  but  I  know 
Your  love  does  not  run  dry. 
So  I  wait  for  You 
So  1  wait  for  You. 
I'm  falling  on  my  knees 
Offering  all  of  me. 
Jesus,  You're  all  this 
heart  is  living  for. 

Bravely  to  the  front  of  the  congrega- 
tion came  Mary  Jo  Clark  to  confess  to 
her  war  with  drug  addiction. "I've  de- 
cided it's  time  to  tell  someone  about  my 
addiction.  It's  hard  to  admit  I  had  a 
problem.  I  have  confessed  to  my  pas- 
tor, to  my  husband,  and  now  to  my 
church  family.  I  have  sought  treatment 
and  I  now  feel  like  a  new  person,"  she 
confessed. 

During  this  particular  service  the 
Vernelsons  dedicated  their  baby,  Joseph 
Daniel  Vernelson,  to  the  church.  Pas- 
tor Ray  said,  "God  has  a  purpose  for 
your  child's  life.  You  have  been  given 
a  duty  and  a  privilege  to  guide  your 
child.  As  parents,  you  dedicate  your- 
selves to  bringing  up  Joseph  Daniel 
Vernelson  in  the  church." 

Dwight  Lucas  then  came  forward  to 
offer  opportunities  for  Christian  out- 
reach. In  his  "Helping  Hands  Report," 
he  noted  ways  members  of  the  church 
could  reach  out  in  the  community. 
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Among  his  suggestions  were  these:  (1) 
Hope  Missions  in  Morehead  City,  (2) 
Mentor  an  orphan  from  Kennedy 
Home  in  Kinston,  (3)  Jesus-By-The-  Sea 
Program  on  Bogue  Sound,  (4)  Dinners 
taken  to  families  struggling  in  the  com- 
munity, (5)  Thanksgiving  Dinner  at 
Hope  Missions,  (6)  Developing  a  food 
pantry  at  Holly  Springs  Church,  (7) 
Helping  the  families  of  incarcerated 
people,  (8)  Angel  Tree  Christmas  Pro- 
gram, (9)  Angel  Tree  Summer  Camp, 
(10)  Angel  Tree  Mentor  Program. 

"God  will  bless  you  for  helping 
somebody  else.  Thank  you  for  allow- 
ing me  to  be  blessed  by  what  you  let 
me  do  through  you,"  concluded 
Dwight  Lucas. 

SERMON:  FOUR  CORE  VALUES 

"As  we  begin  to  consider  what  God 
wants  us  to  do,  we  must  understand 
the  four  core  values  of  our  foundation 
to  serve,"  began  Pastor  Ray  Connor. 
"The  first  core  value  is  this:  Good  deeds 
and  good  news  should  not  and  cannot  be 
separated. " 

In  order  to  explain  this  first  core 
value,  Pastor  Connor  noted,  "We  must 
look  at  what  we're  doing  or  not  doing. 
Some  may  pray,  fast,  and  believe  in  a 
spiritual  life,  but  perhaps  some  are  not 
getting  the  job  done.  What  is  our  job?" 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


The  Rev.  Ray  Connor  and  his  wife,  Ginny, 
serve  Holly  Springs  Church. 


he  asked.  "If  we  are  going  to  get  the 
job  of  Christian  faith  with  deeds  done, 
then  the  good  deeds  and  ministry  will 
validate  the  good  news  of  the  gospel. 
We're  doing  things  for  others,  because 
we  love  God  and  we  love  others.  We 
need  to  go  outside  these  four  walls," 
he  added. 

The  second  core  value  stressed  was: 
The  church  is  vital  to  the  health  and  well- 
being  of  a  community.  "We  should  be 
seeking  ways  to  give  to  the  commu- 
nity," stressed  Connor.  "We  should  feed 
the  hungry,  care  for  the  sick,  be  there 
for  others,"  Connor  said. 

The  third  core  value  Connor  in- 
cluded was:  Ministry  and  service  are  nor- 
mal expressions  of  Christian  living.  "We're 
so  full  of  information  that  we  can 
hardly  walk,"  noted  Connor.  "Spewing 
out  information  is  not  hard.  What's 
hard  is  being  there  for  others,  sacrific- 
ing the  time,"  he  said. 

The  fourth  core  value  was:  Evange- 
listic success  occurs  by  focusing  on  others. 
"God  wants  us  to  be  involved  in  win- 
ning people  to  Jesus.  Congregations 
with  a  strong  commitment  to  social  jus- 
tice are  more  likely  to  be  growing  be- 
cause they  are  focusing  out.  We  need 
to  get  out  there  and  make  a  difference 
in  people's  lives.  We  have  got  to  get 
busy  and  do  what  God  wants  us  to  be 
doing.  When  you  have  the  right  ingre- 
dients, you  get  the  right  product,"  he 
said 

"The  basis  of  what  we  do  here  at 
Holly  Springs  is  to  look  for  Jesus  as  our 
strength,"  Connor  concluded. 


Mary  Ju  Clark  spoke  about  drug  addiction  The  Rev.  Ray  Connor  stands  before  the  new 

at  the  Sunday  service  at  Holly  Springs  Family  Life  Center  at  Holly  Springs  Church. 
Church. 


Holly  Springs  OFWB  Church 
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These  churches  keep  up  to  date  with  the 
latest— through  group  subscriptions  to 


Agape  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 

Antioch  Church,  Pikeville,  NC 

Beaverdam  Church,  Clarendon,  NC 

Bethany  Church,  Wadesboro,  NC 

Bethany  Layman's  League,  Winterville,  NC 

Bethel  Church,  Four  Oaks,  NC 

Beulaville  Church,  Beulaville,  NC 

Black  Jack  Church,  Greenville,  NC 

Cabin  Church,  Beulaville,  NC 

Charity  Mission/Church, Whiteville,  NC 

Christian  Chapel  Church,  Pink  Hill,  NC 

Core  Creek  Church,  Cove  City,  NC 

Covenant  Church,  Hope  Mills,  NC 

Crab  Point  Church,  Morehead  City,  NC 

Croatan  Church,  New  Bern,  NC 

Cypress  Creek,  Whiteville,  NC 

Daly's  Chapel  Church,  Seven  Springs,  NC 

Daniel's  Chapel  Woman's  Aux.,  Wilson,  NC 

Davis  Church,  Davis,  NC 

Deep  Run  Church,  Deep  Run,  NC 

Edgewood  Church,  Macclesfield,  NC 

Elm  Grove  Church,  Ayden,  NC 

Everett  Chapel  Church,  Clayton,  NC 

First  Church,  Durham,  NC 

First  Church,  Goldsboro,  NC 

First  Church,  Greenville,  NC 

First  Church,  High  Point,  NC 

First  Church,  Kinston,  NC 

First  Church,  Plymouth,  NC 

First  Church,  Rocky  Mount,  NC 

First  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 

First  Church,  Tarboro,  NC 

First  Church,  Warsaw,  NC 

First  Church,  Williamston,  NC 

First  Church,  Wilson,  NC 

Folkstone  Church,  Holly  Ridge,  NC 

Free  Union  Church,  Spring  Hope,  NC 

Free  Union  Church,  Walstonburg,  NC 

Fremont  Church,  Fremont,  NC 

Friendly  Chapel  Church,  Greensboro,  NC 

Friendship  Church,  Farmville,  NC 

Greater  Bethlehem  Church,  Starke,  FL 

Grimsley  Church,  Snow  Hill,  NC 

Gum  Swamp  Church,  Greenville,  NC 


Harmony  Church,  Wilson,  NC 
Harrell's  Chapel  Church,  Snow  Hill,  NC 
Haymount  Church,  Fayetteville,  NC 
Hickory  Grove  Church,  Robersonville,  NC 
Hillsberry  Church,  Clinton,  NC 
Holly  Springs  Woman's  Aux.,  Newport,  NC 
Hopewell  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
House  of  Prayer  Church,  Kernersville,  NC 
Howell  Swamp  Church,  Walstonburg,  NC 
Hugo  Church,  Grifton,  NC 
Jakin  Church,  Jakin,  GA 
Johnston  Union  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
Kenly  Church,  Kenly,  NC 
Kings  Cross  Roads  Church,  Farmville,  NC 
La  Grange  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 
Lanwood  Chapel  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
Lee's  Chapel  Church,  Dunn,  NC 
Little  Creek  Church,  Ayden,  NC 
Little  Rock  Church,  Lucama,  NC 
Living  Waters  Church,  Pikeville,  NC 
Macedonia  Church,  Whiteville,  NC 
Marlboro  Church,  Farmville,  NC 
May's  Chapel  Church,  Dudley,  NC 
Moseley's  Creek  Church,  Dover,  NC 
Mt.  Calvary  Church,  Clarkton,  NC 
Mt.  Zion  Church,  Nashville,  NC 
Mt.  Zion  Church,  Bayboro,  NC 
New  Bethlehem  Church,  Grantsboro,  NC 
Northeast  Church,  Mount  Olive,  NC 
Northern  Church,  Bahama,  NC 
Oak  Grove  Church,  Bladenboro,  NC 
Oak  Grove  Church,  Newton  Grove,  NC 
Ormondsville  Church,  Ayden,  NC 
Pearsall  Chapel  Church,  Kenansville,  NC 
Pilgrim's  Home  Church,  Kinston,  NC 
Pine  Level  Church,  Pine  Level,  NC 
Piney  Grove  Church,  Greenville,  NC 
Piney  Grove  Church,  Albertson,  NC 
Piney  Grove  Woman's  Aux.,  Kenly,  NC 
Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Dunn,  NC 
Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Grimesland,  NC 
Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Pikeville,  NC 
Powhatan  Church,  Clayton,  NC 
Rains  Crossroads  Church,  Kenly,  NC 


Reedy  Branch  Church,  Winterville,  NC 
Riverside  Church,  Princeton,  NC 
Robert's  Grove  Woman's  Aux.,  Dunn,  NC 
Rock  Springs  Church,  Bailey,  NC 
Rose  Hill  Church,  Winterville,  NC 
Rose  of  Sharon  Church,  Robersonville,  NC 
Russell  Creek  Church,  Beaufort,  NC 
Saint's  Delight  Church,  Ayden,  NC 
Saint's  Delight  Church,  New  Bern,  NC 
Selma  Church,  Selma,  NC 
Shady  Grove  Church,  Dunn,  NC 
Sidney  Church,  Belhaven,  NC 
Silver  Creek  Church,  Swansboro,  NC 
Smith's  New  Home  Church,  Deep  Run,  NC 
Smyrna  Church,  Benson,  NC 
Sneads  Ferry  Church,  Sneads  Ferry,  NC 
Snow  Hill  Church,  Mount  Olive,  NC 
Spring  Branch  Church,  Walstonburg,  NC 
Spring  Hill  Church,  Goldsboro,  NC 
St.  Mary's  Church,  Kenly,  NC 
St.  Mary's  Grove  Church,  Benson,  NC 
St.  Paul  Church,  Newton  Grove,  NC 
Steven's  Chapei  Church,  Benson,  NC 
Stony  Hill  Church,  Middlesex,  NC 
Sweet  Gum  Grove  Church,  Stokes,  NC 
Tee's  Chapel  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
Union  Chapel  Church,  Middlesex,  NC 
Union  Chapel  Church,  Plymouth,  NC 
Unity  Church,  Wilson,  NC 
Vandora  Springs  Church,  Garner,  NC 
Verona  Church,  Jacksonville,  NC 
Walnut  Creek  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 
Wardens  Grove  Church,  Lowland,  NC 
Westside  Church,  Kinston,  NC 
Whaley's  Chapel  Church,  Richlands,  NC 
White  Hill  Church,  Aurora,  NC 
White  Oak  Church,  Bladenboro,  NC 
White  Oak  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 
Wildwood  Church,  Garner,  NC 
Wintergreen  Church,  Cove  City,  NC 
Winterville  Church,  Winterville,  NC 
Wooten's  Chapel  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 
Yelverton  Grove  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
Zion  Church,  Blakely,  GA 


...your  church  can,  too!  ^uhscfibe^  Today! 
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Sunday        Monday  Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Thursday 


Friday 


Saturday 


Mount  Olive 
College  Choir 
Fall  Concert 


Central 
Conference 
Layman's 
League 
6:30  p.m. 


8 


Christmas 
Buffet- 
Mount  Olive 
College 
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State  Layman's 
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Executive  Board 
Meeting 
Dixie  Queen, 
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7  P.M. 
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24 
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26 
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Notes: 
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Hereby  perceive  we  the  love  of  God, 
because  he  laid  down  his  life  for  us: 
and  we  ought  to  lay  down  our  lives 
for  the  brethren  (1  John  3:16). 


Turn  Your  Eyes  Upon  Jesus — the  Reason  for  the  Season 

by  Darren  E.  Davenport,  Editor 


Christmas  is  coming  again.  Do  you  feel  it,  or  is  it  just 
a  hectic  time  of  the  year?  I  want — no,  I  choose — to  feel 
it.  "For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whosever  believeth  in  him  should  not 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.  For  God  sent  not  his 
Son  into  the  world  to  condemn  the  world;  but  that  the 
world  through  him  might  be  saved"  (John  3:16- 
17,  italics  mine).  Saved?  Yes,  saved!  He 
came  to  save  all  those  who  would  take  Him 
to  heart,  and  make  an  integral  part  of  their 
lives.  The  thing  that  separates  Christianity 
from  all  other  religions  is  its  relational  foun- 
dation. Religions  are  just  that — religions. 
Christianity  is  a  personal  relationship  with  our  Creator, 
God,  through  His  Son,  Jesus. 

The  culture  and  the  media  do  their  best  to  reduce 
Christmas  to  nothing  but  a  gift-buying,  gift-giving  holi- 
day. They  seem  to  be  succeeding!  We,  as  Christians,  must 


put  the  Holy  back  in  the  holidays.  It's  hard  not  to  get 
caught  up  in  all  the  shopping  and  partying  hoopla — 
during  the  Christmas  season,  there  are  so  many  oppor- 
tunities. However,  where  holiness  is  not  incorporated, 
we  have  the  power  to  implant  it  in  some  way.  During 
an  event,  offer  a  prayer  or  blessing,  or  mention  the  sig- 
nificance of  the  season.  Be  creative  in  your 
approach;  it  may  become  significant  in 
someone's  life. 

I  realize  Sunday,  December  26  will  be  the 
busiest  day  of  the  year  returning  or  ex- 
changing our  gifts.  Please,  remember  the 
spirit  in  which  gifts  should  be  given,  and 
received,  so  that  we  don't  unnecessarily  hurt  someone's 
feelings.  Remember,  also,  that  God  freely  gave  the  gift 
of  His  Son,  Jesus.  He  just  waits  patiently  for  us  to  accept 
Him. 

Jesus  IS  the  reason  for  the  season!  Merry  Christmas! 


The  Inner  Satisfaction  of  Enduring  Gifts 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus 


Another  Christmas  season  is  upon  us.  Each  year  it 
begins  a  little  earlier,  at  least  from  a  secular  standpoint. 
There  was  a  time  when  we  didn't  hear  much  about 
Christmas  until  after  Thanksgiving.  Now  they  seem  to 
run  together.  Personally,  I  have  difficulty  focusing  on 
Christmas  until  Thanksgiving  Day  is  over.  There  is  also 
the  matter  of  what  the  season  is  now  called,  namely,  the 
Holidays.  This  change  did  not  take  place  overnight,  but 
has  gradually  become  the  appropriate  thing  to  do.  I  per- 
sonally refuse  to  refer  to  it  as  such,  for 
I  am  a  Christian  and  I  believe  in  the 
one  who  made  it  all  possible.  Christ  is 
indeed  the  reason  for  the  season 
(Christmas,  that  is). 

Perhaps  you  also  thought,  as  I  have, 
about  another  aspect  of  Christmas  in 
our  society  that  must  be  saddening  to  the  heart  of  God — 
all  the  gifts  we  purchase  in  the  name  of  Christmas  shar- 
ing and  Christmas  joy.  In  reality,  there  is  no  gift,  or  noth- 
ing in  the  material  world  that  is  lasting.  The  toys,  games, 
gadgets,  clothing,  etc.,  we  give  and  receive  are  soon  bro- 
ken, threadbare,  or  cast  aside  because  they  have  fulfilled 
their  usefulness.  Our  children's  eyes  brighten  at  the  sight 
of  a  new  toy,  but  all  too  soon  they  cast  it  aside  for  some- 
thing new.  Adults  do  the  same,  especially  in  this  tech- 
nological age  when  something  more  modern  comes 
along  to  replace  it. 


We  know  real  satisfaction  is  found  in  gifts  that  en- 
dure, both  in  giving  and  receiving.  We  can  give  of  our- 
selves, which  means  taking  time  to  bake  that  cake  to 
take  to  a  shut-in  or  the  neighbor  down  the  street  who  is 
simply  alone.  We  can  give  our  time  in  visiting  a  long- 
ago  friend  we  have  not  seen  in  years.  We  can  visit  some- 
one we  know  in  a  nursing  home,  someone  who  is  lonely 
(or  someone  we  do  not  know),  taking  them  a  simple  gift 
they  can  use.  Just  spending  some  time  with  them  may 
be  all  they  need  to  cheer  them  up  at 
Christmas.  In  giving  our  time,  we  are 
showing  our  love  and  concern.  In- 
stead of  exchanging  gifts  in  our  im- 
mediate families,  why  not  give  our 
"gift"  money  to  a  worthy  cause.  I've 
heard  of  more  and  more  families  do- 
ing this  in  recent  years.  Proving  that  we  really  care  for 
others  is  giving  the  gift  of  endurance  to  ourselves  and 
to  others.  When  this  Christmas  season  is  over,  let's  be 
able  to  look  back  and  say  that  we  have  given  a  gift  that 
will  last,  and  we  have  done  so  in  the  name  of  the  one 
who  gave  His  all  for  us — Jesus  Christ,  our  great  Gift  from 
God.  Let  us  remember  the  words  of  Jesus  in  Matthew 
6:20-21:  "...lay  up  for  yourselves  treasures  in  heaven, 
where  neither  moth  nor  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where 
thieves  do  not  break  through  nor  steal;  For  where  your 
treasure  is,  there  will  your  heart  be  also." 
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by  The  Reverend  Greg  Day 

And  now,  brothers  and  sisters,  I  want  you  to  know  what  will  happen  to  the  Christians  who  have  died  so  you  will  not  be  full 
of  sorrow  like  people  who  have  no  hope  (1  Thessalonians  4:13  nlt). 


As  we  go  through  the  next  sev- 
eral months,  many  people  will  have 
to  deal  with  the  reality  of  loss.  This 
loss  may  have  come  in  the  form  of 
loss  of  a  loved  one,  a  job,  the  loss  of 
health  or  the  loss  of  a  relationship. 
Loss  takes  on  many  faces  and  af- 
fects each  person  in  different  ways. 

Loss  is  a  universal  human  expe- 
rience. Each  era,  each  race,  each  cul- 
ture, and  ultimately,  each  human  is 
challenged  to  come  to  terms  with 
the  grief  which  accompanies  loss. 
Individuals  experience  personal 
versions  of  its  pain.  They  struggle 
to  find  ways  to  cope,  to  endure,  to 
continue  with  life  in  spite  of  what 
they  feel,  and  despite  what  they 
have  lost. 

Grief  and  loss  are  painful,  but  to 
ignore  it,  repress  it,  or  escape  it  may 
cause  serious  difficulties  in  the  fu- 
ture. In  order  to  deal  with  grief  we 
must  first  recognize  some  of  its 
symptoms.  Grief  can  manifest  in  the 
form  of  emotions  by  exhibiting  sad- 
ness, anger,  guilt,  self-reproach,  in- 
security, anxiety,  loneliness,  fatigue, 
helplessness,  shock,  relief,  freedom, 
longing,  and  numbness.  The  cogni- 
tive nature  of  grief  is  disbelief,  con- 
fusion, preoccupation,  hallucina- 
tions, forgetfulness,  obsessive 
thoughts,  and  the  possible  sensa- 
tion that  the  one  lost  is  somehow 
present. 

In  terms  of  the  physical  manifes- 
tations, grief  can  cause  dry  mouth, 
fatigue,  tightness  in  the  chest  or 
throat,  breathlessness,  weakness, 
emptiness,  hypersensitivity,  sigh- 
ing, and  crying.  Disturbances  in 
sleep  and /or  appetite,  dreams  of 
the  lost  person,  social  withdrawal, 
avoidance  of  reminders  of  the  lost 


person,  reminiscing,  and  over  activ- 
ity are  also  common. 

Grieving  is  often  described  as  a 
journey  through  several  stages  of 
very  different  experiences.  These 
suggested  stages  are  not  exact.  They 
can  overlap.  They  are  not  necessar- 
ily sequential,  nor  do  all  who  grieve 
experience  each  one.  In  some  cases 
the  process  can  last  a  year  or  longer. 
The  stages  may  include: 

•  A  period  of  numbness,  shock,  or 
denial.  This  often  allows  you  to 
keep  functioning  for  a  brief  pe- 
riod of  time,  presumably  until 
you  are  prepared  to  begin  to  ac- 
cept the  loss  and  the  accompa- 
nying pain. 

•  A  period  of  yearning  and  denial 
of  the  permanence  of  the  loss. 
Often,  this  is  a  time  of  anger.  It 
may  also  lead  to  forms  of  "bar- 
gaining" efforts  to  reverse  your 
loss  or  minimize  hurt. 

•  A  period  of  despair  and  disor- 
ganization. This  indicates 
awareness  and  acceptance  of 
reality.  It  also  underscores  the 
meaning  or  value  of  your  loss. 
In  a  sense,  you  are  admitting  it 
is  important  to  stop  normal 
functioning  and  mourn. 

•  A  period  of  reorganization  or  re- 
entry. This  includes  a  return  to 
functional  behavior,  recovery  of 
humor,  the  ability  to  enjoy 
things  or  relationships  again. 
This  indicates  you  are  coming 
to  terms  with  your  loss. 
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Even  though  these  stages  may  be 
helpful  in  the  recognition  of  our 
grief,  we  must  remember  that  in  1 
Thessalonians  4  Paul  did  not  say,  I 
am  writing  to  you  that  you  may  not 
grieve,  but  rather  that  you  may  not 
grieve  as  those  who  have  no  hope. 
There  is  a  special  grace  given  to  us 
by  God  in  Christ  Jesus  whom  He 
raised  from  the  dead.  It  is  a  grace 
that  is  dependent  upon  our  faith 
that  Jesus  Christ  was  raised  from 
the  dead  and  the  promise  that  says 
because  Jesus  lives  so  we  shall  also 
live.  Loss  and  grief  are  real.  Grief  is 
a  gift  from  God  and,  therefore,  is 
good  for  it  offers  us  an  opportunity 
to  experience  the  healing  power  of 
God  that  brings  hope  for  the  present 
and  the  time  yet  to  come. 

Grief  and  loss,  even  when 
handled  well,  often  hurt.  Yet,  ac- 
knowledging the  pain  can  help  us 
admit  to  the  importance  which  past 
relationships  and  activities  have 
had  in  our  lives  and  can  help  to  earn 
them  a  permanent  place  of  impor- 
tance in  our  memories.  It  may  also 
heighten  our  ability  to  invest  our- 
selves in  new  relationships  and  ac- 
tivities. Thus,  while  saying  goodbye 
can  be  difficult,  it  can  also  be  very 
rewarding.  Allow  God  to  be  a  part 
of  the  process.  Take  the  time  to  say 
"goodbye"  and  say  thank  you  to 
God  for  being  your  ever  present 
help. 


God  is  our  refuge  and 
strength,  a  very  present  help. . . 
(Psalm  46:1). 


TRADITION:  IS  IT  MAKING  A  COMEBACK? 


As  we  approach  the  season  of 
Advent — which  began  November 
28  this  year — perhaps  it  would  be 
beneficial  to  ponder  the  impor- 
tance of  tradition.  Tradition  comes 
to  us  through  the  events  of  the 
past,  and  helps  to  shape  who  we 
are  and  guide  us  in  steps  to  the 
future. 

As  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
we  have  a  keen  understanding  of 
tradition.  After  all,  we  hold 
greatly  to  our  heritage,  and 
rightly  so.  Our  heritage  has 
formed  us  as  a  denomina- 
tion and  continues  to  help 
us  progress.  The  vitality  of 
remembering  and  respect- 
ing our  past  is  immeasur- 
able. There  have  been  nu- 
merous books  and  writings 
regarding  our  heritage  and 
we  have  built  programs  at 
conventions,  annual  confer- 
ences, and  retreats  with  heri- 
tage in  the  forefront.  The 
question  which  comes  to 
mind  is,  if  we  have  such  a 
vivid  understanding  of  tra- 
dition why  do  we  largely  allow 
tradition  to  be  limited  to  the  events 
succeeding  the  late  1600s? 

Christian  tradition  can  be  traced 
as  far  back  as  Pentecost.  The  early 
church  has  much  to  offer  in  the 
way  of  tradition.  Worship  was 
both  visual  and  participatory  for 
those  Christians,  and  contained 
much  symbolism. 

This  became  even  more  evident 
after  the  Edict  of  Milan  in  313  a.d. 
Through  this  edict  of  toleration  by 
Constantine,  robes,  processionals, 
and  choirs  entered  into  the  wor- 
ship of  God.  Some  considered 
these  things  to  be  harmful  due  to 
their  pagan  origins,  but  as  time  has 


by  Otis  Hamm 

marched  on,  many  have  embraced 
such  things  as  legitimate  aspects 
of  worship. 

Through  the  years,  the  Christian 
church  has  developed  many  spe- 
cial services  to  coincide  with  the 
church  calendar.  These  services 
are  meant  to  enhance  the  worship 
experience  and  to  foster  spiritual 
growth  in  the  lives  of  those  within 
the  body  of  Christ.  A  partial  list  of 


these  types  of  services  would  be 
as  follows:  the  Holy  Eucharist 
(communion),  Foot  Washing,  Ash 
Wednesday,  Stations  of  the  Cross, 
Maundy  Thursday,  Seder,  Easter 
Sunrise,  Advent,  and  Christmas. 
While  some  of  these  are  familiar 
and  others  sound  as  if  they  belong 
to  another  faith  tradition,  there  is 
a  measure  of  validity  in  each  of 
these  services.  They  either  remind 
us  of  what  our  Lord  has  done  for 
us  through  retracing  the  footsteps 
of  His  life,  or  they  remind  us  of  our 
sinful  nature  and  need  for  contin- 
ued repentance.  The  obvious  next 
question  is  how  many  of  our 


churches  participate  in  any  of 
these  special  services  other  than 
communion  and  foot  washing? 

The  previous  generation,  as  well 
as  the  current  generation  is  well 
focused  on  the  wonderful  imagery 
and  visual  teachings  of  the  past. 
Today's  churchgoers,  between  the 
ages  of  13  and  50  have  a  desire  to 
be  more  visual  and  to  embrace  tra- 
dition. This  gives  us  a  wonderful 
opportunity  to  revitalize  a 
once  encouraged  practice 
and  help  to  form  the  spiri- 
tuality of  the  body  of  Christ. 

Advent  is  a  perfect  op- 
portunity for  our  churches 
to  experience  the  beauty  of 
celebrating  Jesus  in  a  visual, 
hands-on  manner.  We  can 
start  with  a  Hanging  of  the 
Greens  worship  service 
prior  to  the  first  Sunday  of 
Advent.  Understandably 
with  that  Sunday  being  in 
November  this  year,  it  may 
be  difficult — but  not  impos- 
sible— to  incorporate  this 
service.  Then,  every  Sun- 
day before  Christmas,  integrate  a 
special  time  for  the  lighting  of  ad- 
vent candles  which  are  situated 
within  the  advent  wreath.  Both  of 
these  services  provide  golden 
opportunities  to  involve  the  con- 
gregation in  meaningful  aspects  of 
worship,  which  will  be  remem- 
bered far  longer  than  most  ser- 
mons. 

There  are  countless  resources 
available  through  your  local  Bible 
Bookstores  (Ayden,  Kinston,  and 
New  Bern)  which  will  help  the 
novice  to  enjoy  and  understand 
the  wonderful  worship  experi- 
ences that  avail  through  the  sea- 
son of  advent. 
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The  Inheritance  Of  My  Fathers 


And  Naboth  said  to  Ahab,  The  Lord  for- 
bid it  me,  that  I  should  give  the  inheritance 
of  my  fathers  unto  thee  (1  Kings  21:3). 

In  Naboth's  case  the  inheritance  of 
the  fathers  was  a  vineyard.  It  must  have 
been  one  that  had  been  in  the 
family  a  long  time  for  he  did 
not  say  "My  father,"  but  "My 
fathers,"  thus  implying  that 
the  inheritance  had  come 
down  to  him  from  many  pre- 
ceding generations.  Those  before  him 
had  thought  enough  of  the  fathers  and 
the  inheritance  to  keep  it  and  to  pass  it 
on.  He  must  have  felt  a  keen  responsi- 
bility even  as  he  talked  to  the  king. 
Sorry  is  the  man  who  can  take  a  flip- 
pant attitude  toward  that  which  he  in- 
herited from  those  who  have  gone 
before. 


by  Wade  T.  Jernigan 

By  saying  what  he  said,  Naboth  was 
in  effect  saying,  "I  will  not  sell,  swap, 
or  surrender  my  fathers'  inheritance." 
At  that  precise  moment  he  sealed  his 
doom. 


He  would  not  sell  at  any  price. 
He  would  not  swap  for  any  place. 
He  would  not  surrender  to  any  per- 
son. 

There  are  some  inheritances  that  are 
without  price,  without  equal,  and  one 
should  guard  without  respect  of  per- 
sons. No  bargain  can  be  struck  here. 
Naboth  convinced  Ahab. 


Free  Will  Baptists,  too,  have  an  inher- 
itance from  the  fathers.  They  ought  to 
be  just  as  adamant  in  their  stand  as 
Naboth.  If  his  respect  for  the  fathers 
was  not  sufficient  to  keep  him  from  be- 
ing reckless  with  the  inherit- 
ance, an  appeal  to  Heaven  was. 

All  should  ask  the  following 
three  questions: 

What  respect  should  one 
have  for  the  fathers? 
What  request  should  one  make  to 
God? 

What  determination  should  one  have 
in  keeping  the  inheritance? 

Answers  to  these  questions  will  de- 
termine whether  or  not  an  inheritance 
will  be  passed  from  this  generation  to 
the  next. 


OfW&  lriTERMATIOHAL 


THE  STUDENTS  WITNESSING  AND  FOLLOW-UP 

by  Frelyn,  Palawan  Bible  College  Student 


The  Palawan  Bible  College  students  had  their  witnessing 
and  follow-up  activities  during  Sunday  afternoon  from 
2-5  p.m.  in  Abordo  Subdivision  Bgy.  San  Jose  Puerto  Princesa 
City. 

These  activities  started  with  praise  and  worship  and  group 
prayer.  Then  the  students  went  to  share  the  Gospel  to  the 
people,  according  to  God's  Great  Commission  in  Matthew 
28:19-20.  Then  the  students  reported  the  results  of  their  ef- 
forts in  witnessing  and  follow-up  to  the  church.  This  is  the 
way  the  students  train  and  practice  for  their  future  ministry 
for  the  Lord. 

We  thank  God  for  His  guidance  and  protection. 


Students  Witnessing  and  Follow-up 
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THE  STUDENTS  PRACTICUM 

by  Mary  Grace  dela  Torre,  Palawan  Bible  College  Student 


The  Lord's  Supper  elements  on  the  table  covered  with  a  white  The  wine  that  symbolizes  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  bread 
cloth  during  the  students  practicum.  which  represents  His  Body,  elements  for  the  Lord's  Supper. 


As  followers  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  ought  to  follow  Him  in  all  aspects  of  our  life.  Generally  speaking,  ordi- 
nances were  observed  and  practiced  by  the  followers  of  Jesus  Christ  in  obedience  to  His  commands. 

On  July  17,  2004,  we  the  students  of  Palawan  Bible  College  held  our  practicum  regarding  the  observance  of  the 
Gospel  ordinances.  We  performed  the  Lord's  Supper,  Washing  the  Saints'  Feet,  and  also  the  Worship  Service.  This 
performance  serves  as  our  practicum  in  Pastoral  Ministry. 

We  performed  these  not  just  for  a  single  reason  or  purpose,  not  just  as  required  for  us  to  perform,  but  also  as  prepa- 
ration for  our  future  ministry.  We  are  here  to  train  and  prepare  for  the  battle.  Observing  and  performing  these  then  is 
a  part  of  our  training  for  our  future  ministry  as  becoming  pastors  and  Bible  women  who  will  for  the  future,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  also  lead  His  people. 

Our  practicum  was  successfully  done  through  the  guidance  of  our  Almighty  God.  Glory,  honor,  and  thanks  be  unto 
Him. 


Sister  Lody  Fortunado  and  Sister  Grace  dela  Torre  in  washing  Brother  Jessie  Garcia  (seated)  and  Brother  Noel  Militar  partici- 
ofthe  saints' feet.  pated  in  the  washing  of  the  saints' feet. 
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RACHEL'S  JOURNAL:  "GOD  IS  MOVING" 


by  Rachel  Langley,  Summer  Missionary  to  Mexico 


J^^^^^^^i      I  hope  you  have  all  had  a  great 
jjl      1m  '     i    week!  We  have  been  so  busy,  but  it's 
ifw  *  iLN^Hfc  been  great!  When  I  left  for  Mexico  I 
*%Jh    HI  ^  tne  ^east  "together"  that  I've  ever 
Blk  V      B  felt.  I  praise  the  Lord  that  I  had  a  few 
IPPJP  ^^HP    days  wrien  I  got  here  to  rest  and  get 
%fj»i       i|jfff    ready  for  all  that  He  has  for  this  sum- 
HH^^^^HP  mer!  He  worked  it  out  so  that  I  had 
about  a  week  break  before  everything 
got  started.  Last  Saturday  started  Vaca- 
tion Bible  School  in  the  neighborhood  where  I  live.  Both 
today  and  last  Saturday  we  had  only  about  15  kids.  I 
think  it  has  a  lot  to  do  with  my  not  being  here  during  the 
week  to  go  out  and  play.  As  I  told  you  last  year,  many  of 
the  neighborhood  kids  go  to  church  now,  so  I  know  God's 
at  work.  I've  also  been  praying  about  who  He  wants  me 
to  work  with,  and  He's  given  me  the  opportunity  to  be 
in  other  cities  during  the  week.  So  I'm  trusting  Him  with 
all  of  this. 

Two  of  my  co-workers,  Chris  and  Holt,  arrived  last 
Saturday  afternoon  around  2:30  p.m.,  so  I  took  them  to 
see  downtown  Rosita  in  la  combi  (a  van  with  seats  around 
the  interior  instead  of  in  rows).  Holt  was  a  bit  over- 
whelmed with  all  of  the  people  who  fit.  (He  counted  26, 
and  it  wasn't  full.)  Chris  found  a  Cruz  Azul  (his  favorite 
soccer  team  from  Mexico)  shirt  while  we  were  out,  so  he 
was  happy.  Then  we  came  back  to  get  ready  for  the  wed- 
ding. 

I  was  really  excited  to  be  going  to  my  first  Christian 
wedding  because  I  knew  it  would  be  really  different.  In- 
stead of  just  having  the  wedding  ceremony,  another 
preacher  sat  the  couple  down  and  preached  to  them.  He 
talked  about  how  Christ  was  invited  to  the  wedding  at 
Cana  (just  as  they  should  invite  Him  into  their  marriage 
and  their  home).  Also  Mary  told  the  people  to  listen  to 
Jesus  and  do  what  He  said.  When  they  did,  the  best  wine 
of  the  entire  party  was  served  (just  as  they  should  listen 
and  follow  what  the  Lord  tells  them  so  that  their  home 
will  be  blessed).  Then  he  talked  about  how  Jesus  calms 
the  storms  in  our  lives.  After  the  sermon,  another 
preacher  performed  the  ceremony.  They  don't  just  give 
rings.  The  couple  also  receives  arras  (decorative  coins) 
to  symbolize  that  they  will  never  lack  anything  in  their 
home.  It's  given  to  the  groom  first,  and  he  passes  it  on  to 
the  bride  because  she  is  to  manage  the  finances  well.  Then 
they  are  given  a  Bible,  so  that  their  marriage  will  have  a 
firm  foundation.  Finally,  they  are  joined  with  a  lazo  (a 
rope  that  looks  like  a  figure  eight  that's  decorated  so  that 
their  married  life  will  be  full  of  beautiful  things)  which 


represents  the  two  of  them  being  joined  together  by  love 
and  that  there's  not  room  for  any  other  person  in  their 
marriage.  After  all  of  that,  we  still  had  the  reception. 
There  was  a  band  and  they  (the  couple  and  the  guests) 
played  games.  Chris  and  I  both  played  la  Vibora  de  la  Mar 
(the  game  they  play  when  they  are  going  to  throw  the 
bouquet  and  the  garter).  The  bride  stands  in  a  chair  and 
the  groom  holds  her  veil  up  so  that  it  makes  a  bridge. 
The  girls  go  first.  They  grab  hands  and  one  person  leads 
the  line  running  in  and  out  of  the  bride  and  groom.  When 
the  music  stops,  the  bride  throws  the  bouquet.  The  guys 
whipped  each  other  around  the  room,  so  they  were  slid- 
ing all  over  the  place.  When  it  came  time  to  throw  the 
garter,  somebody  from  the  crowd  thought  Chris's  odds 
were  too  good  because  of  his  height,  so  he  ran  out  and 
lifted  up  the  guy  that  he  wanted  to  catch  the  garter.  It 
was  pretty  comical!  We  finally  got  home  around  11  p.m., 
but  they  hadn't  even  served  the  food  yet. 

Sunday  we  went  to  Acuna  to  meet  the  first  team.  There 
were  so  many  kids  who  once  again  touched  my  heart. 
I'd  never  spent  much  time  in  Acuna,  so  it  was  great  get- 
ting to  know  all  of  the  people  there.  The  preacher  and 
his  wife  are  such  special  people.  He's  our  oldest  pastor, 
and  he  still  works  so  hard.  Anytime  he  travels,  there  are 
houses  that  he  stops  in  to  visit.  He  shares  from  the  Bible 
with  them  because  they  don't  have  a  pastor.  There  is  an 
orphanage  next  to  the  church,  of  course  those  kids 
touched  my  heart  the  most.  They  were  absolutely  pre- 
cious. I'm  so  blessed  to  have  godly  parents  who  love  me 
and  protected  me  from  the  time  I  was  conceived.  The 
thing  that  I  find  most  unbelievable  is  that  God  loves  all 
of  us  so  much  that  He  puts  us  together  and  writes  out  a 
plan  for  us  the  moment  we  are  conceived.  Is  that  not 
incredible  to  think  about?! 

We  had  between  50  and  85  kids  every  day  this  past 
week.  (We  were  expecting  25-30!)  The  women  had  their 
study  at  the  same  time  as  the  children,  so  I  missed  the 
women  this  week,  but  I  heard  that  the  Holy  Spirit  was 
really  moving.  Since  Chris  and  my  mom  were  both  here, 
I  stayed  at  the  hotel  until  Chris  and  Holt  left  on  Wednes- 
day. (That  was  a  hard  day!)  Since  I  was  with  the  team,  I 
got  to  do  devotion  with  them  every  day.  We  talked  about 
how  God's  will  is  evident  when  our  desire,  His  Word, 
and  our  everyday  circumstances  all  line  up.  As  I've  be- 
gun to  look  for  God's  hand  and  the  Holy  Spirit's  leading 
in  all  areas  of  my  life,  I'm  amazed  at  how  evident  it  is. 
There's  no  such  thing  as  coincidence  or  luck.  Our  Father 
has  an  intricate  and  complex  plan  worked  out  of  which 
we  are  privileged  to  be  a  part.  Once  you  begin  to  see  it, 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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you  become  more  sensitive  to  Him  and  more  aware  of 
how  many  details  (and  really  big  situations)  He  works 
out! 

To  give  you  a  small  example,  I  want  to  tell  you  about 
the  family  that  Heather,  Raquel,  and  I  stayed  with  in 
Acuna.  Ismael,  Alicia,  Erik,  America,  and  Karime  opened 
their  house  to  us  and  welcomed  us  in  with  open  arms. 
Alicia  shared  her  story  of  how  they  came  to  Christ  with 
me  the  last  night  I  was  with  them.  (She  said  she  loved  to 
testify  about  what  God  had  done  in  her  life... shouldn't 
we  all  be  this  way?)  She  and  her  husband  had  been  "liv- 
ing a  lie"  for  quite  a  few  years.  When  they  went  out  as  a 
family  they  appeared  to  be  so  happy,  but  at  home  they 
fought  about  everything — especially  money — because 
there  never  seemed  to  be  enough  of  anything.  Alicia  had 
taken  almost  all  she  thought  she  could  and  was  ready  to 
leave  Ismael,  but  she  found  out  she  was  pregnant.  So 
instead,  she  and  a  friend  from  work,  Rebeca,  decided  to 
go  to  church.  They  went  alone  that  week,  but  the  follow- 
ing Sunday  both  women  took  their  husbands  and  chil- 
dren. From  that  day  forward,  they  surrendered  their  lives 
to  the  Lord  and  His  control.  Alicia  and  Ismael's  family 
life  changed,  and  they  consider  Karime  a  gift  from  God 
because  it  was  through  her  that  they  returned  to  Him. 
Now  she  can  truly  say  she's  happy  in  her  life  because 
He  has  given  them  peace  and  joy,  and  He  provides  for 
all  of  their  needs. 

Alicia's  friend  Rebeca  had  one  daughter,  Mari,  who 
refused  to  go  to  church,  so  they  began  to  pray  and  fast 
for  her  to  come  to  know  the  Truth.  After  several  months, 
Mari  came  to  church  and  realized  that  she  needed  a  Sav- 
ior. For  the  last  4  or  5  years,  she's  been  serving  the  Lord 
there.  But  the  story  doesn't  end  there.  I  don't  know  if 
any  of  you  remember  hearing  about  Camp  Morelos  or 
not,  but  it's  the  camp  in  Mexico  they  go  to  every  August. 
(I'm  hoping  we  can  go  next  summer!)  It's  about  5-6  hours 


from  Acuna.  Several  years  ago,  there  were  some  soldiers 
staying  in  an  abandoned  school  near  the  camp.  Several 
of  the  pastors  went  to  invite  them  to  the  nightly  church 
services,  and  a  couple  of  the  soldiers  decided  to  visit. 
During  one  of  the  last  services,  they  accepted  Christ.  One 
of  the  soldiers  was  named  Nino.  Sometime  later,  Nino 
finished  serving  in  the  military,  and  began  to  play  music 
with  a  Christian  group.  He  was  playing  at  our  church  in 
Acuna,  and  saw  Mari.  From  the  time  he  saw  her,  he  knew 
she  would  be  his  wife.  They  are  married  now  and  have  a 
6  month  old  baby  boy  named  Caleb.  But  I'm  not 
finished. .  .better  stated. .  .He  wasn't  finished.  They  have 
been  faithful  servants  to  the  Lord  in  the  church  in  Acuna 
for  several  years.  Nino  thought  he  would  have  to  start 
with  a  cardboard  house  and  as  he  earned  money  build 
one  like  he  wanted  for  his  family.  The  first  team's  project 
was  to  build  a  house  for  this  family!  What  person  could 
have  ever  planned  out  all  the  details  of  this  marvelous 
plan?  Isn't  the  God  we  serve  awesome?!  We  never  know 
how  what  we  do  will  affect  what  God  has  in  the  future! 
I  just  encourage  you  to  continue  following  His  lead,  so 
that  you  may  be  blessed  to  look  back  and  see  His  mighty 
hand  at  work  through  it  all! 

I  have  so  much  more  to  share  with  you,  but  you  are 
probably  tired  of  reading  and  my  time  is  short.  I  will 
have  more  to  tell  you  next  Saturday  about  communion 
and  calling  out  to  God.  It  was  great  to  be  with  the  team 
from  Winterville,  Holt,  my  mom,  and  Chris!  I  pray  God's 
blessings  on  you  all!  We  are  leaving  tomorrow  or  really 
late  tonight  for  Tamualipas.  This  is  the  village  that  doesn't 
have  an  established  church,  so  there's  not  much  knowl- 
edge of  Jesus.  Please  pray  for  traveling  safety  and  the 
right  words  to  share  with  the  children  and  adults  that 
they  may  understand  what  a  truly  wonderful  God  we 
serve.  I  love  you  all  and  miss  you  tons!  God  bless  you 
and  take  care! 


|f«4^  IMPORTANT— PLEASE  READ  " 

Jsp        December  is  Foreign  Missions  Month  f? 

y.  This  month  is  vitally  important  to  your  Foreign  Missions  Ministry.  Giving  has  been  far  W 

below  our  budget  during  this  church  year.  All  reserves  have  been  depleted.  We  have  no 
funds  to  fall  back  on.  Unless  we  have  an  exceptionally  good  month  in  December,  we 
will  not  be  able  to  continue  meeting  the  needs  of  our  fields. 

I  sincerely  ask  you  to  join  us  in  prayer  concerning  this  and  send  a  special  gift  to  Foreign 
Missions  during  this  month  to  ensure  the  continuation  of  the  work  we  have  in  India, 
A       Nepal,  Mexico,  Bulgaria,  and  the  Philippines.  4- 
fi^       Friends,  this  need  is  real.  Please  give  to  make  the  Christ  of  Christmas  known  to 
^jLp  children  and  adults  in  other  lands.  You  can  give  no  greater  gift  than  this.  ^JjlV 
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DATES  TO  REMEMBER 


February  20,  2005 

March  20,  2005 

Annual  World 

Foreign  Missions 

Missions  Conference 

Annual  Telethon 

/—I      11  ,  I  Til 

College  Hall 
Mount  Olive  College 
5-8  p.m. 

Goal  2005: 
A  total  of  $185,000 
in  gifts  on  Telethon  Sunday 

Light  Meal  Served 

Special  Guests 
Willem  and  Lydia  Van  der  Plas 
from  Bulgaria 

Pray  Daily  for  This  Goal 

INTFRNIITIflNAI 

Plan  to  attend  and  bring  your  youth! 

riOUMT  OUVtCOLLCCI 


WATTS  SCHOOL  OF  NURSING  AND 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  TO  OFFER  ASSOCIATES  DEGREE 


The  Watts  School  of  Nursing  (WSON),  North  Carolina's 
oldest  nursing  diploma  program,  has  announced  that  it 
will  partner  with  Mount  Olive  College  beginning  in  2005 
to  offer  an  associate  of  science  degree  in  nursing. 

"We  are  very  excited  about  this  partnership,"  said  Peggy 
Baker,  Ed.D.,  director  for  WSON.  "Today's  nursing  stu- 
dents are  seeking  the  flexibility  of  an  associate  degree 
program,  rather  than  the  diploma  we  have  historically 
offered.  This  partnership  allows  us  to  maintain  the  iden- 
tity and  long-standing  traditions  of  Watts  School  of  Nurs- 
ing while  addressing  the  needs  of  our  students." 

Watts  School  of  Nursing  will  remain  based  at  Durham 
Regional  Hospital  and  will  continue  its  emphasis  on 
hands-on,  hospital-based  education.  However,  students 
will  have  the  ability  to  take  general  education  courses 
through  Mount  Olive  College  at  the  Watts  Durham  Re- 
gional campus,  the  Mount  Olive  Research  Triangle  Park 
campus,  or  on  the  Internet. 


"This  is  an  exciting  time  for  both  the  Watts  School  of 
Nursing  and  Mount  Olive  College,"  said  Ellen  S.  Jordan, 
PhD.,  vice  president  for  Academic  Affairs  at  Mount  Olive 
College.  "We  look  forward  to  providing  this  degree  in  such 
an  outstanding,  historical  institution." 

"The  high  demand  for  nurses  and  enrollment  in  nurs- 
ing programs  throughout  the  state  has  made  it  challeng- 
ing in  recent  years  for  some  nursing  students  to  complete 
the  general  education  prerequisites  required  prior  to  ma- 
triculating at  Watts.  Some  students  have  had  to  take 
courses  at  a  variety  of  colleges  or  have  had  to  postpone 
their  start  date  because  the  prerequisite  classes  were  full," 
said  Baker. 

"We  want  to  create  an  academic  environment  that  is 
accessible,  flexible,  and  user  friendly,"  said  Baker.  "This 
gives  students  enrolled  at  Watts  the  convenience  of 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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obtaining  all  courses  for  admittance  to  the  nursing  cur- 
riculum through  one  college." 

Once  accepted  to  WSON,  students  will  have  guaran- 
teed placement  for  required  courses  in  the  nursing  pro- 
gram, which  makes  registration  and  classes  more  conve- 
nient, and  keeps  students  on  track  for  their  planned  gradu- 
ation date,  according  to  Baker.  The  associate  degree  also 
provides  greater  career  flexibility  for  its  graduates,  who 

CAMPUS  MINISTER 
STUDENT  ASSISTANT  AT 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

by  Matthew  Grubbs 

In  August  of  2004,  I  was 
given  the  title  of  Campus  Min- 
ister Student  Assistant  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  As  the 
Campus  Minister's  assistant  I 
have  the  opportunity  to  help 
lead  worship,  assist  with  cam- 
pus ministry  functions,  and 
develop  stronger  campus  min- 
istry organizations. 
Prior  to  this  year,  we  already  had  some  strong  organi- 
zations such  as  Fellowship  of  Christian  Students  and  Stu- 
dent Theological  Fellowship.  This  year,  these  organiza- 
tions have  continued  their  ministries  with  God  as  their 
focus. 

Our  campus  has  been  graced  this  year  with  three  new 
ministries:  weekly  Men's  and  Women's  Bible  Studies  and 
the  Praise  Ensemble.  The  Men's  and  Women's  Bible  Stud- 
ies meet  weekly  to  discuss  the  current  issues  faced  by  the 
students  each  day.  Since  the  formation  of  the  Men's  Bible 
Study,  God  has  greatly  increased  the  spiritual  aspect  as 
well  as  more  than  doubled  our  initial  attendance.  Al- 
though only  being  birthed  recently,  we  can  see  the  hand 
of  God  at  work  in  the  Women's  Bible  Study.  But  God's 
handiwork  does  not  stop  there.  A  vision  that  had  been  in 
place  for  more  than  a  year  has  finally  been  brought  into 
reality  through  the  Praise  Ensemble.  The  vision  of  this 
ministry  is  to  create  an  atmosphere  of  praise  and  worship 
on  campus  through  music.  The  members  use  their  vocal 
and  instrumental  talents  to  encourage  this  atmosphere. 

Other  plans  for  ministry  on  campus  include  a  monthly 
worship  night,  which  will  inform  students  of  various 
styles  of  worship.  We  also  pray  that  it  will  bring  unity 
within  the  various  ethnic  and  denominational  boundaries 
on  the  campus  of  Mount  Olive  College. 

"Then  saith  he  unto  his  disciples,  The  harvest  truly  is 
plenteous,  but  the  labourers  are  few;  Pray  ye  therefore 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  he  will  send  forth  labourers 
into  his  harvest"  (Matthew  9:37-38). 


Ray  Amon 


may  choose  to  pursue  baccalaureate  and  graduate  degrees 
in  the  future. 

Watts  School  of  Nursing  will  celebrate  110  years  of  con- 
tinued excellence  in  nursing  education  in  2005.  Students 
are  admitted  twice  a  year.  Applications  are  being  accepted 
for  January  2005  for  students  to  begin  the  general  educa- 
tion courses,  with  nursing  courses  to  begin  in  2006.  For 
more  information  about  the  program,  call  (919)  470-7348. 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
HAS  ANOTHER  BRIGHT  IDEA 

Mount  Olive  College  will  be 
a  little  brighter  come  Novem- 
ber, thanks  to  the  help  of  sev- 
eral donors  and  the  diligent 
work  of  a  small  group  of  vol- 
unteers. Six  thousand  watts 
brighter  to  be  exact.  The 
project  was  to  raise  $40,000  in 
six  weeks  to  put  lights  on  the 
Nancy  Chapman  Cassell  Soft- 
ball Field.  Not  an  easy  task. 
But  with  the  help  of  five  very 
willing  community  volunteers,  the  project  came  together 
as  smooth  as  a  breaking  curve  ball. 

Ray  Amon,  George  Kornegay,  Ray  McDonald,  Greg 
Eloshway,  and  Jimmy  Williams  met  in  early  August  to  be- 
gin the  task  of  seeking  donor  support.  By  September  15, 
their  efforts  had  paid  off  with  18  donors /organizations 
pledging  over  $46,500. 

To  head  softball  coach  Jaime  Kylis,  the  news  sounded  as 
sweet  as  the  crack  of  a  bat  on  a  warm  spring  day.  "Words 
cannot  express  how  thankful  I  am  for  the  donors  who  made 
the  softball  light  project  happen,"  Kylis  stated.  "Not  only 
will  this  benefit  the  community  and,  hopefully,  inspire  more 
young  ladies  to  get  involved  in  softball,  but  it  will  also  ben- 
efit Mount  Olive  College,"  she  continued.  Kylis  hopes  to 
bring  in  travel  ball  clubs  as  well  as  high  school  teams  for 
preseason  tournaments  bringing  more  exposure  to  MOC 
and  Mount  Olive  as  a  whole. 

One  of  only  two  softball  programs  in  the  Carolinas  Vir- 
ginia Athletic  Conference  to  have  lights,  this  is  a  real  wind- 
fall for  the  Mount  Olive  College  Trojan  athletics  program 
and  for  Eastern  North  Carolina.  According  to  Vickie 
Robinson,  director  of  development,  "This  project  is  a  great 
opportunity  to  cultivate  community  partnership  by  allow- 
ing area  leagues  to  utilize  the  facility  in  coordination  with 
the  College." 

Installation  of  the  lights  was  expected  to  be  completed  in 
early  November  in  ample  time  for  the  spring  season  sched- 
uled to  begin  January  11. 

"Looking  at  the  whole  picture  with  our  "Cadillac"  dug- 
outs, including  restrooms,  our  playing  surface,  and  now 
the  lights,  the  Mount  Olive  College  Softball  complex  is  one 
of,  if  not  the  best  in  the  conference,"  Kylis  beamed. 
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FWB  STUDENTS  NAMED  TO 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  PICKLE  CLASSIC  COURT 

Four  FWB  students  were  recently 
named  to  the  2004  Pickle  Classic 
Court  at  Mount  Olive  College.  These 
honorees  were  presented  between  the 
basketball  games  held  at  College  Hall 
on  Saturday,  November  19. 

Stephany  Speck  of  Goldsboro,  a 
freshman  class  representative,  is  the 
daughter  of  Vic  and  Sonnie  Alba.  She 
attends  Stoney  Creek  Church  in 
Goldsboro.  Matthew  Grubbs  of  Eliza- 
beth City,  a  sophomore  class  repre- 
sentative, is  the  son  of  Teresa  and 
Paul  Grubbs.  He  attends  First 
Church  of  Plymouth. 

Dawn  Faircloth  of  Dunn,  a  junior 
class  representative,  is  the  daughter 
of  Susan  and  Gary  Faircloth.  She  at- 
tends Robert's  Grove  Church  in 
Sampson  County.  Samantha  Benson 
of  Newport,  a  junior  class  represen- 
tative, is  the  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Pamela  Benson.  She  attends  Silver 
Creek  Church  in  Carteret  County. 


Stephany  Speck 


Dawn  Faircloth 


Samantha  Benson 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  STUDENTS  IN  ROME 

Arrivederci  Mount  Olive! 


Thousands  of  miles  away  from 
Mount  Olive  College,  seven  junior 
Honors  students  and  sixteen  adults 
stepped  off  a  plane  in  Italy,  a  place 
many  people  are  able  only  to  read 
about  in  textbooks. 

"So  much  history,  so  much  beauty, 
so  much  wonderful  Italian  food,"  en- 
thused Dr.  David  Hines,  Chair  of  the 
Religion  Department.  "Being  in  Italy 
put  us  in  touch  with  over  2,000  years 
of  history.  The  most  meaningful  part  of 
the  trip  for  me,  was  the  opportunity  to 
be  guided  through  Assisi  by  a 
Franciscan  friar,  Father  Julian.  His  tour 
was  more  a  spiritual  journey  than  sim- 
ply sightseeing,"  he  continued. 

The  trip  was  part  of  the  Mount  Ol- 
ive College  Honors  Program.  Those 
participating  in  the  program  take  a 
study  and  travel  course  their  junior 
year.  The  trip  is  budgeted  into  the  aca- 
demic curriculum,  and  requires  stu- 
dents to  fund  only  a  portion  of  the 
money,  giving  every  student  the  finan- 


cial ability  to  participate. 

According  to  Amy  Holmes,  a  senior 
psychology  major,  the  purpose  of  the 
journey  was... "to  experience  another 
culture  and  learn  about  its  history  and 
its  people." 

While  in  Italy,  the  group  visited 
Naples,  Pompeii,  Florence,  Venice, 
Rome,  Assisi,  and  Pisa.  They  toured  the 
Ruins  in  Rome,  the  Coliseum,  the  lean- 
ing Tower  of  Pisa,  the  Sistine  Chapel, 
and  many  spectacular  churches  and  ba- 
silicas. 

"I  was  amazed  at  the  grandeur  of  ev- 
erything," described  Lindsey  Snyder, 
a  junior  business  management  and  hu- 
man resource  management  double  ma- 
jor. "I  don't  know  how  they  could  have 
made  such  massive  structures  without 
machinery  or  computers.  Everything 
was  a  work  of  art  with  great  details." 

The  group  experienced  many  aspects 
of  Italian  life,  including  risky  driving 
conditions  and  sampling  authentic  Ital- 
ian cuisine.  "Italians  do  not  follow  any 
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type  of  rules  when  driving,"  remarked 
Amy  Holmes.  This  feeling  was  reiter- 
ated by  Jonathan  Best,  a  history  major, 
as  he  explained,  "It  was  hard  crossing 
the  street  without  getting  run  over  by 
a  scooter  or  a  tiny  car."  A  highlight  of 
the  trip  was  the  once  in  a  lifetime  op- 
portunity to  see  and  hear  the  Pope 
speak. 

"My  favorite  experience  was  going 
to  Venice  and  taking  a  water  taxi 
around  the  town,"  beamed  Lindsey 
Snyder.  "Venice  is  sinking  on  average 
three  centimeters  per  year,  so  one  day 
it  will  be  under  water  and  I  saw  it  while 
it  was  still  standing,"  she  commented. 
Even  though  Italy  was  described  as... 
"very  different  from  Mount  Olive, 
North  Carolina,"  the  Honors  students 
now  realize  how  significant  it  is  to 
travel  and  explore  other  cultures.  "We 
went  on  a  wonderful  trip,  with  out- 
standing people,  and  saw  breathtaking 
sites.  What- more  can  you  ask  for?" 
Lindsey  Snyder  concluded. 


COMING  EVENTS 


MOC  Concert  Choir  Performance 
December  3,  2004 
8  p.m. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Mount  Olive 

The  Mount  Olive  College  Concert  Choir  will  present 
its  annual  fall  concert.  The  featured  work  will  be 
Handel's  Messiah,  Part  II.  The  concert  is  free  and  the 
public  is  invited  to  attend.  For  more  information,  con- 
tact Dr.  Alan  Armstrong  at  (919)  658-2502  or  (800)  653- 
0854  or  e-mail  <alarmstrong@moc.edu>. 


Christmas  Buffet 
December  9,  2004 

6  P.M. 

Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 

Free  Spirit  and  the  Mount  Olive  Community  Instru- 
mental Ensemble  will  delight  guests  at  this  annual 
Christmas  event.  The  cost  of  the  meal  is  $15  per  per- 
son. Seating  is  limited.  Call  Krystal  Faison  at  (919)  658- 
2502  or  (800)  653-0854  or  e-mail  <kfaison@moc.edu> 
to  make  reservations. 


Children's  Nome 


COMMUNITY  EVENTS 


State  Fair — Some  of  the  residents  of  the  Home  had  the 
opportunity  to  visit  the  NC  State  Fair.  For  some  of  the 
kids,  this  was  their  first  trip  to  the  fair.  Just  to  see  the  awe 
and  excitement  in  their  eyes  was  worth  shuffling  through 
the  crowd. 

On  Friday  night,  October  29,  the  residents  and  staff  of 
the  Home  were  treated  to  a  Pancake  Supper  by  the  Kenly 


Kiwanis.  We  all  had  a  great  time,  and  we  appreciate  the 
opportunity  to  visit  with  them. 

On  Saturday,  October  30,  the  Nash /Rocky  Mount  Ro- 
tary Club  treated  the  children  of  the  Home  to  a  Fishing 
Derby. 

At  first,  some  of  the  kids  were  a  little  hesitant  to  touch 
the  bait  and  remove  the  fish,  but  there  were  many  eager 
volunteers  to  help.  After  a  couple  of  hours  of  fishing,  we 
had  a  hot  dog  lunch.  The  activities  concluded  with  gift 
bags  full  of  goodies 
for  each  resident, 
and  a  prize  for  the 
one  who  caught  the 
biggest  fish,  the 
smallest  fish,  the 
most  fish,  and  no 
fish.  A  good  time 
was  had  by  all.  We 
thank  the  Rotary 
Club  for  providing 
us  with  this  oppor- 
tunity. 


WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP 

In  May  of  2005,  we  will  be  celebrating  85  years  of  caring  for  children  in  need.  We  are  blessed  as  a  denomination,  and  as 
individuals  to  be  a  part  of  a  dream  that  became  reality. 

Some  of  you  have  close  ties  to  the  Free  Will  Children's  Home,  due  the  fact  that  you  know  someone  who  was  once  a 
resident  here,  or  maybe  even  you  were  a  resident  here.  I  would  like  for  you  to  share  with  us  any  pictures  or  memorabilia  you 
may  have  concerning  the  earlier  years  at  the  Home.  I  am  working  on  updating  our  Historical  Summary,  and  plan  to  have  it 
completed  and  printed  for  our  Founders  Day  Celebration  on  May  21, 2005.  I  would  like  to  have  the  information  by  January 
1, 2005.  If  you  send  something  you  want  returned,  just  indicate  that,  and  I  will  make  copies  and  return  the  originals  to  you. 

Thank  you  in  advance  for  sharing  your  treasured  memories  by  letting  us  use  them  in  our  Historical  Summary,  celebrating 
85  years. 
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FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 
CHRISTMAS  SPONSORSHIP 

I  know  you  wanted  to,  and  even  intended  to,  but  somehow  didn't  get  time  to.  It's  not  too  late.  There  is  still  time.  Please 
take  time  right  now  to  complete  the  sponsorship  reservation  form  and  return  it  so  you  can  help  us  spread  the  joy  of  giving 
with  a  child  in  need  this  Christmas. 


FWB  CHILDREN'S  HOME  SPONSORSHIP  RESERVATION  FORM 


Sponsor: 


Contact  Person: 


Address^ 


City: 


State: 


Zip  Code: 


Telephone: 


Number  of  Children  we  would  like  to  sponsor  @  $100  per  child. 


ttoric  Missions  i  fvAncaisri 


STATEMENT  AND  POSITION  ON  SCOUTING 
Original  free  Will  Bapists 


The  future  of  America  will  be  deter- 
mined by  the  boys  and  youth  of  today. 

Original  Free  Will  Baptists  are  con- 
cerned that  young  people  develop  into 
moral  and  responsible  citizens.  We  fur- 
ther believe  that  this  objective  can  best 
be  accomplished  through  the  influence 
and  teaching  of  the  Christian  faith. 

Because  of  these  convictions,  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptists  have  assumed  the 
responsibility  to  endorse  and  support 
Scouting  with  a  Christian  emphasis  in 
every  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church.  The  Scouting  program  shall 
include  all  the  boys  and  youth  of  the 
community. 

We  feel  this  is  essential  and  expedi- 
ent to  the  ongoing  work  of  the  King- 
dom of  God. 

Scouting  offers  a  church: 

•  A  program  for  youth  tailored  to  the 
local  church  and  administered  by  the 
church. 

•  A  youth  evangelism  approach  for 


reaching,  teaching,  and  training  youth 
and  thus  strengthening  the  church. 

•  A  program  that  challenges  men  to  take 
responsible  action  on  behalf  of  youth 
in  the  church  and  community. 

•  A  cooperative  program  in  which  the 
church,  school,  and  home  work  to- 
gether. 

•  Effective  leadership  training  for  men 
who  will  guide  youth  of  the  church  in 
the  Scouting  program. 

•  Helpful  and  up-to-date  literature  and 
program  aids  for  leaders. 

•  Service  and  counsel  from  professional 
and  volunteer  Scout  leaders  (available 
to  every  community). 

•  The  assistance  of  a  local  council  service 
center  functioning  as  a  clearinghouse 
and  as  the  agent  for  cooperative  effort 
to  all  organizations. 
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Scouting:  A  Resource  for  the  Church 

The  church  has  become  deeply  con- 
cerned about  providing  a  program  un- 
der Christian  leadership  that  reaches 
into  a  youth's  own  world  to  guide  his 
conduct  and  mold  his  character  as  he 
engages  in  leisure-time  activities. 

Churches  are  finding  that  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  offers  such  a  pro- 
gram. Scouting  is  an  ideal  resource 
available  to  churches  to  compliment  or 
expand  their  work  in  a  multifacted 
ministry  to  youth. 

For  more  information  contact: 
Commission  on  Scouting  for 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

P.O.  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  746-4963 
<assistant@ofwbhomemissions.org> 


SPECIAL  THANK  YOU'S 

The  Harvest  Connection  Disaster  Relief  Ministry  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  delivered  food,  water,  disaster  relief 
kits,  and  monetary  contributions.  Seven  teams  from  across  our  denomination  assisted  in  repairs  and  rebuilding.  Here 
are  some  of  the  many  expressions  of  appreciation  from  those  who  were  assisted. 


Clyde,  NC 


Thank  you  for  the  very  useful  items  in  the  box  of  flood 
relief  distributed  to  the  Clyde  area  given  at  Clyde  Meth- 
odist. I  will  always  remember  your  thoughtfulness  in 
my  time  of  need.  Thanks  again.  May  God  bless. 


Davis,  NC 


Vandemere,  NC 


Words  cannot  express  my  thanks  to  all  of  you  for  the 
donations  from  individuals  and  churches  who  made  this 
possible.  My  appreciation  to  the  churches  who  came  to 
Davis  and  the  bountiful  donation  of  food,  bleach,  and 
water  along  with  their  precious  time.  More  than  that 
was  the  individual  love  and  concern  along  with  many 
prayers  helping  us  as  we  continue  to  put  our  church, 
our  homes,  and  lives  back  together. 


Thank  you  for  your  thoughts,  prayers, 
and  financial  support  after  the  loss  of  our 
house  due  to  Hurricane  Isabel.  May  God 
bless  your  ministry. 


Cedar  Island,  NC 


South  River,  NC 


The  members  of  Edwards  Chapel  OFWB  Church  will 
be  forever  grateful  for  your  gift.  It  will  help  in  our  re- 
pairs of  damages.  May  God  bless  you  as  you  have 
blessed  us.  Again  thanks. 


Words  cannot  express  our  debt  of  gratitude  for  your 
most  generous  gift.  Thank  you  also  for  the  opportunity 
to  serve  God  by  helping  deliver  checks  from  our  denomi- 
nation to  hurricane  victims  in  our  community.  To  see  the 
joy  on  the  faces  of  those  hurting,  precious  people  when 
they  received  these  checks  blessed  me  beyond  measure. 
I  wish  it  was  possible  to  thank  each  person  who  gave. 


Belhaven,  NC 


Words  cannot  express  our 
thanks  for  your  thoughtfulness, 
concern,  and  prayers  at  this  time. 
We  of  the  Belhaven  OFWB 
Church  want  to  thank  you  for 
your  generous  gift  of  money  for 
helping  with  our  clean-up  after 
Isabel. 


Sea  Level,  NC 


Columbia,  NC 


Thank  you  so  much  for  the  dona- 
tion to  our  family.  This  will  help  us 
tremendously  as  we  try  to  recover 
from  the  devastating  effects  of  Hur- 
ricane Isabel. 


Beaufort,  NC 


My  husband  I  would  like  to  thank 
you  so  very  much  for  the  food  and  the 
check  you  sent  to  help  with  our  storm 
damage.  I  could  have  never  imagined 
how  much  it  takes  to  get  back  to  "nor- 
mal" after  something  like  this,  but, 
with  God's  will  and  strength  and  the 
help  of  fine  Christian  people  like  all 
of  you,  we  can  now  see  the  light  on 
the  horizon. 


Thank  you  so  much  for  the  donation  you  sent 
me.  You  don't  know  how  much  it  is  appreciated. 
It  will  to  toward  putting  back  my  house  so  it  is 
livable.  We  only  lost  "things,"  no  lives.  Thank  God. 
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Sunday  School  Ministry 


"WHAT  DO  I  DO  WHEN  THE  GLASS  SLIPPER  DOESN'T  FIT?" 
A  Spiritual  Life  Retreat  for  the  Minister's  Wife 

January  27-30,  2005 
Cragmont  Assembly,  Black  Mountain,  NC 
Sponsored  by  OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry 

As  the  wife  of  a  minister,  have  you  ever  heard  anyone  say  that  you  are  certainly  not  "the  typical  minister's  wife?" 

When  you  hear  this  do  you  understand  what  they  are  saying?  Probably  not.  Had  you  ever  thought  that  this  might  be 
a  compliment  to  you  as  a  woman?  Just  what  is  a  minister's  wife  supposed  to  look  like,  think  like,  and  be  like?  When 
you  married  your  husband,  he  may  or  may  not  have  been  called  at  the  time  to  be  a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  At  any  rate, 
you  probably  did  not  fully  understand  your  role  in  his  life  when  that  decision  was  made.  Every  young  woman  is 
idealistic  as  she  enters  a  new  life  with  a  mate,  to  begin  a  family,  and  build  a  life  together.  For  the  minister's  wife  this  can 
present  a  different  set  of  frustrations,  anxiety,  guilt,  and  possibly  anger.  A  minister's  life  can  and  often  is  filled  with 
times  of  depression,  financial  loss,  moves  across  the  country,  resignations,  and  even  joy.  Any  of  these  circumstances 
can  and  will  affect  the  minister's  family  and  very  often  the  wife  is  faced  with  keeping  the  home  together  during  these 
times.  From  time  to  time  you  need  to  "steal  away"  and  recoup  and  regroup. 

With  these  thoughts  in  mind  and  realizing  that  many  congregations  view  the  minister's  wife  as  something  akin  to  a 
"superwoman"  who  can  do  everything,  including  teaching  Sunday  School  classes,  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Sun- 
day School  Ministry  is  sponsoring  a  spiritual  life  retreat  for  the  minister's  wife.  This  retreat  is  scheduled  for  the  week- 
end of  January  27-30,  2005  at  Cragmont  Assembly,  Black  Mountain,  NC.  The  cost  will  be  $100  inclusive.  We  are  asking 
that  you  arrive  on  Thursday  and  return  home  on  Sunday.  During  this  time  a  special  program  has  been  planned  to 
provide  the  minister's  wife  with  an  opportunity  to  renew  her  joy  in  the  Lord  as  she  reexamines  her  many  lives. 


TO  REGISTER,  COMPLETE  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION  AND  RETURN  IT  TO: 

OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry 
P.O.  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 

Make  checks  payable  to  OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry.  They  should  be  postmarked  by  January  21,  2005. 
We  would  encourage  each  church  to  send  the  minister's  wife  to  this  Retreat  by  paying  the  cost  for  the  weekend. 

I  1 

|  MINISTERS'  WIVES'  RETREAT  | 

I  Name!  I 


Address 


City  State  Zip 

Telephone  

E-mail  


Any  special  diet  needs  you  might  have_ 
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CAMP  SCHOLARSHIPS 


The  OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry  is  awarding  Camp  Scholarships  for  those  young  people  from  ages  9-18  who  wish 
to  go  to  camp  but  who  need  financial  assistance.  The  scholarship  value  will  cover  the  cost  of  the  camp,  with  the 
exception  of  personal  spending  money.  The  procedure  is  a  simple  one: 

Complete  the  application  below  and  return  it  to  the  Sunday  School  Director  at  P.O.  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513.  Use  extra 
paper  if  it  is  needed.  Application  must  be  postmarked  by  December  31  in  order  to  be  considered. 

Be  sure  the  application  is  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the  pastor  of  the  church  or  the  Sunday  School  Superintendent 
substantiating  the  financial  need. 

When  the  selection  has  been  made  by  an  anonymous  committee,  the  applicant  will  be  notified  and  will  inform  the 
Sunday  School  Director  as  to  which  camp  he  or  she  wishes  to  attend.  The  Director  will  then  send  the  money  to  the 
appropriate  camp,  whether  at  Cragmont  Assembly  or  Camp  Vandemere.  The  applicant  will  need  to  provide  his  or  her 
own  spending  money  for  the  camp  week. 

The  awards  will  be  formally  presented  at  the  Annual  Sunday  School  Institute  in  March  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

I  1 

j  CAMP  SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATION  ! 

',   Name   Age  . 


Name  of  Parent  or  Guardian  

Address  

City  State  Zip 

Telephone  

Church  

Conference  


Write  a  brief  statement  as  to  why  you  want  to  go  to  camp  and  why  you  need  the  financial  assistance. 
(Use  extra  paper  if  needed.) 
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CAPE  FEAR  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  FALL  CONVENTION 


The  Cape  Fear  Woman's  Auxiliary  Fall  Convention  was  held  on  Saturday,  October  2,  2004,  at  Bethel  Church  in  Four 
Oaks.  The  theme  for  the  Convention  was  "Faith  in  Difficult  Times"  with  2  Timothy  4:17  being  the  theme  verse:  "But  the 
Lord  stood  at  my  side  and  gave  me  strength,  so  that  through  me  the  message  might  be  fully  proclaimed  and  all  the 
Gentiles  might  hear  it"  (niv). 

Following  an  opening  and  business  session,  Mrs.  Rita  Jones  of  Powhatan  Church  gave  a  biographical  sketch  of  Mrs. 
Alice  Cole,  the  recipient  of  the  Cape  Fear  Auxiliary  Convention  Life  Membership  Award.  Her  family  was  present  to 
witness  and  participate  in  the  great  event  in  her  life.  She  was  very  surprised. 

The  Rev.  Jeff  Daughtry  of  Mount  Olive  College,  delivered  the  morning  message  entitled  "Faith  in  Difficult  Times." 

The  Spring  Convention  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  April  9,  2004,  at  Covenant  Church  in  Hope  Mills.  Registration  will 
begin  at  9  a.m.  and  the  Convention  will  start  at  9:30  a.m.  Please  pray  that  Willem  and  Lydia  van  der  Plas'  health  will 
enable  them  to  join  us  at  the  Spring  Convention. 

Each  auxiliary  is  reminded  to  send  names  for  nominees  for  the  Life  Membership  and  Dola  Dudley  Awards  for  2005 
to  Jane  Parker  as  soon  as  possible.  If  there  are  no  nominees,  there  will  be  no  awards. 


/  \ 


Ayden  Bible  Bookstore 

3928  Lee  Street  •  Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  746-6128  •  (800)  849-3927 


Kinston  Bible  Bookstore 

123  North  Queen  Street  •  Kinston,  NC  28501 
(252)  527-2843  •  (800)  875-8049 


New  Bern  Bible  Bookstore 

1232  South  Glenburnie  Road  •  Glenburnie  Plaza  •  New  Bern,  NC  28562 
(252)  638-6193  •  (800)  875-8048 
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His  Birthday 

by  Dr.  Norman  B.  Harrison 


(This  article  is  reprinted  from  the  Editorial  page  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  Wednesday,  December  16, 1936  edition.) 


"They  presented  unto  Him  gifts"  (Mat.  2:11). 

In  the  observance  of  our  Saviour 's  birth  the  wise  men  set  us  a 
worthy  example.  Whatever  be  the  origin  of  the  custom,  so  uni- 
versal, of  celebrating  that  Gift  by  gifts  one  to  another,  certain  it 
is  that  we  should  draw  inspiration  and  instruction  from  the  story 
they  have  left. 

Probably  no  celebrants  ever  went  to  so  much  trouble  and  pains 
as  did  these  men.  They  traveled  from  afar — many  weary  miles. 
Yet  the  way  was  shortened  by  a  heart-glow  of  divine  devotion. 
They  were  centering  their  quest  upon  a  Person. 

Having  found  Him,  they  did  three  things:  (1)  they  opened 
their  treasures;  (2)  they  presented  unto  Him;  (3)  they  selected 
gifts  suited  to  Him. 

The  gifts  were  suited  to  Him  Whom  they  honored  in  that  they 
recognized  His  position,  His  person,  and  His  purpose  in  com- 
ing into  the  world.  Gold  for  His  royalty:  they  were  bowing  be- 
fore a  King.  Frankincense  for  His  deity:  they  owned  Him  as 
their  God,  entitled  to  worship.  Myrrh  for 
sacrificial  purpose,  in  anticipation  of  the 
sufferings  that  awaited  Him. 


Birthday  Gifts 
For  us  two  lessons  are  evident:  Christmas 
calls  for  gifts  from  us  to  Him  Whose  birth- 
day it  is,  they  should  be  gifts  that  convey 
the  love  and  honor  we  hold  in  our  hearts 
for  Him. 

Can  we  imagine  a  birthday  party  at  which 
the  guests  brought  presents  the  one  for  the  other  and  neglected 
to  provide  any  for  the  guest  of  honor?  This  is  the  world's  way 
of  celebrating  Christmas  and  seemingly  Christian  people  are 
contenting  themselves  with  the  same  pernicious  custom.  It  is 
right  that  we  should  bring  gifts  one  to  the  other,  provided  these 
gifts  have  their  prompting  in  His  gift,  expressive  of  His  love  to 
us  and  the  fact  that  "We  love  because  He  first  loved  us." 

What,  then,  shall  be  our  birthday  gift  to  Him?  Ever  holding 
in  mind  Who  He  is  and  that  He  first  gave  so  munificently  to  us, 
we  will  see  to  it  that  our  gift  is  wholly  worthy  and  in  keeping. 

In  recent  years  a  threefold  giving  has  been  most  happily  sug- 
gested: Self;  Substance;  Service.  These  may  be  the  most  accept- 
able selection  we  could  possibly  make.  The  offering  of  Self, 
worthy  of  His  royalty;  the  bringing  of  Substance,  a  fit  act  of 
worship  in  recognition  of  His  deity;  the  yielding  up  of  Service, 
a  truly  sacrificial  act  in  keeping  with  the  suffering  of  His 
Saviourhood. 

Christ's  Gift  to  Us 
Threefold  was  the  gift  that  our  blessed  Lord  gave  to  us  and 
for  us: 

1.  His  Own  Self.  In  this  day  of  tendency  to  minimize  the  place 
which  the  person  of  Christ  occupies  in  the  Christian  faith  we 
do  well  to  recall  the  Scriptures  entering,  not  in  doctrines  or 
methods  but  in  a  Person. 

We  read  of  "the  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world" 
that  "God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  only  begotten 
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Son";  that  it  was  He  "who  His  own  self  bare  our  sins  in  His 
own  body  on  the  tree." 

Reading  these  we  are  made  to  realize  that  God's  plan  is  a 
Person,  that  all  His  giving  hinged  upon  a  willingness  to  give 
Himself,  and  that  no  salvation  could  have  resulted  apart  from 
that  Gift.  Yea,  when  the  prophet  Isaiah  proclaims,  "Behold,  thy 
salvation  cometh,"  what  he  really  says,  in  literal  translation,  is, 
"Your  Jesus  comes." 

2.  His  Substance.  "For  ye  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  that,  though  He  was  rich,  yet  for  your  sakes  He  became 
poor,  that  ye  through  His  poverty  might  become  rich"  (2  Cor. 
8:9).  He  was  rich — He  became  poor.  Read  again  the  matchless 
story  of  His  voluntary  stripping  Himself  of  the  riches  he  had 
always  possessed,  His  by  right — Phil.  2:5-8. 

All  this  is  behind  the  scenes,  as  it  were,  hidden  from  human 
eye.  Now  the  story  emerges  in  history,  on  the  earth-level.  We 
see  Him  in  the  manager,  in  a  state  of  actual  impoverishment. 

We  see  Him  walk  the  earth,  not  claiming 
the  wealth  which  He  had  Himself  created, 
but  crying,  "Foxes  have  holes,  and  the  girds 
of  the  air  have  nests;  but  the  Son  of  man 
hath  not  where  to  lay  His  head"  (Matt.  8:20). 
We  find  Him  so  poor  that  He  cannot  pay 
His  pool  tax.  It  is  such  as  He  whose  follow- 
ers we  are. 

3.  His  Service.  Whatever  it  was  needful  to 
do,  He  did.  He  placed  himself  under  the 
law,  under  obligation  to  meet  its  every  ex- 
citing demand.  He  'went  about  doing  good,"  never  sparing 
Himself.  He  wrought;  He  prayed;  He  endured.  He  fulfilled  His 
own  picture  of  Himself  in  the  parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan. 

All  this  He  did;  and  when  service  called  for  the  supreme  sac- 
rifice He  gave  that,  becoming  "obedient  unto  death,  even  the 
death  of  the  cross." 

Oh,  how  He  gave!  It  is  for  such  that  we  are  to  prepare  a  birth- 
day gift.  Surely  we  are  in  the  position  of  David  who,  having 
grievously  sinned,  proceeded  to  bring  the  sacrifice  commanded 
by  God.  One  of  his  subjects,  eager  to  help,  offended  him  the 
land,  the  animals,  for  sacrifice — everything  needful.  All  this 
David  refused,  saying,  "Nay,  but  I  will  surely  buy  it  of  thee  at  a 
price;  neither  will  I  offer  burnt-offerings  unto  the  Lord  my  God 
of  that  which  doeth  cost  me  nothing."  (2  Sam.  24:24). 

Our  Gift  to  Christ 

Our  giving  is  in  response  to  His.  In  it  should  be  found  the 
same  quality  of  love,  of  willingness,  of  eagerness  to  worthily 
match  gift  with  gift.  No  room  for  aught  such  as  this: 

"And  must  I  be  giving  and  again?  'Oh,  no!'  said  the  angel, 
piercing  me  through,  'Just  give  till  the  Master  stops  giving  to 
you!" 

1.  Our  Own  Selves.  This  was  the  quality  which  the  apostle 
Paul  so  highly  prized  and  praised,  among  the  Macedonian 
Christians  of  his  day.  Their  material  gifts  far  exceeded  his 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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expectations,  for  they  came  from  a  depth  of  poverty;  but  the 
secret  lay  in  the  fact  that  they  "first  gave  their  own  selves  to  the 
Lord."  This  done,  all  other  giving  comes  easily  and  naturally. 

This  is  the  quality  which  God  ever  requires  of  His  people." 
Bring  ye  the  whole  tithe  into  the  storehouse,  that  there  may  be 
meat  in  Mine  house"  (Mai.  3:10  R.V.) — a  wholeness  imparted 
by  the  whole-hearted  offering  of  the  giver  with  the  gift. 

Such  giving  merely  makes  acknowledgement  of  the  true  situ- 
ation. Since  He  gave  Himself  as  a  purchase-price,  "Ye  are  not 
your  own,  for  ye  are  bought  with  a  price."  Our  giving  of  Self  is 
the  carrying  out  on  our  part  of  the  transfer  of  ownership  ac- 
complished on  the  cross. 

2.  Our  Substance.  Will  He  accept  of  aught  that  we  have?  Yes, 
indeed,  if  our  giving  be  not  in  driblets,  doled  out  as  "causes" 
are  presented  or  needs  may  arise,  but  poured  out  as  a  lovegift, 
as  a  sweeping  act  of  acknowledgement  of  title  no  longer  vested 
in  ourselves  but  in  Him. 

Seconding  His  own  boundless  giving  is  His  teaching  on  this 
score:  "So  therefore  whosoever  he  be  of  you  that  renounceth 
not  all  that  he  hath,  he  cannot  be  my  disciple"  (Luke  14:33  R.V.). 
This  rendering — "renounce" — makes  clear  that  our  Lord  is  go- 
ing to  the  root  of  things.  He  is  getting  at  the  title.  This  settled 
how  easy  the  giving!  "We  give  Thee  but  Thine  own." 

Never  would  it  be  niggardly,  could  we  realize  that  we  are 
giving  to  Him  as  a  matching  of  His  giving  to  us.  Said  the  pastor 
one  day,  in  taking  a  missionary  offering:  "I  want  each  of  you  to 
give  today  as  though  you  were  putting  your  money  right  into 
the  pierced  hand  of  Jesus  Christ."  After  service  a  lady  came  to 
him  to  say:  "I  was  going  to  give  a  half-dollar,  but  I  couldn't  put 
that  half-dollar  into  His  pierced  hand.  I  have  ten  dollars  at  home 
and  I  am  going  to  give  that." 

3.  Our  Service.  The  Book  of  Acts  opens  with  a  reference  to  "all 
that  Jesus  began  both  to  do  and  teach"  in  the  days  of  His  flesh. 
Going  hence  He  left  with  you  and  me  the  completing  of  His 
unfinished  work. 

The  apostle  Paul  speaks  of  his  own  service  as  an  attempt  to 
"fill  up  that  which  is  behind  of  the  affliction  of  Christ"  (Col. 
1:24).  You  and  I  are  in  the  apostolic  succession  for  such  service 
in  our  own  day  and  generation. 

Paul  adds  that  it  is  service  "for  His  body's  sake."  We  give  it, 
not  merely  to  match  His  giving,  but  to  carry  forward  His  ser- 
vice to  a  point  of  completion,  if  such  may  be  our  privilege. 

When  Cecil  Rhodes  lay  dying,  this  lament  escaped  his  lips: 
"So  much  to  do;  so  little  done."  Let  the  Christmas  season  bring 
to  all  followers  of  our  Lord  a  fresh  spur  to  lay  at  His  feet  a  ser- 
vice that  is  unmeasured  and  unstinted,  "working  heartily  as 
unto  the  Lord,"  knowing  that  "the  night  cometh,  when  no  man 
can  work." 

His  Gift  and  Ours  to  Match 

The  challenge  of  His  giving  and  the  response  our  hearts 
prompt  us  to  make  we  now  place  side  by  side,  that  we  may 
judge  our  own  gifts  in  the  light  of  His. 

As  though  to  let  the  very  heart  of  our  Saviour  bring  the  chal- 
lenge we  ponder  the  matchless  words,  put  into  His  lips  by  His 
devoted  servant,  Frances  Ridley  Havergal: 

"I  gave  My  Life  for  thee, 
My  precious  blood  I  shed, 
That  thou  might'st  ransomed  be, 
And  quickened  from  the  dead; 
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I  gave,  I  gave  My  life  for  thee, 
What  hast  thou  giv'n  for  Me? 

My  Father's  house  of  light, 
My  glory-circled  throne 
I  left  for  earthly  night, 
For  wand 'rings  sad  and  lone; 

I  left,  I  left  it  all  for  thee, 
Hast  thou  left  aught  for  Me? 

I  suffered  much  for  thee, 
More  than  thy  tongue  can  tell, 
Of  bitt'rest  agony, 
To  rescue  thee  from  hell; 
I've  borne,  I've  borne  it  all  for  thee 
What  hast  thou  borne  for  Me? 

And  I  have  brought  to  thee, 
Down  from  home  above, 
Salvation  full  and  free, 
My  pardon  and  My  love; 
I  bring,  I  bring  rich  gifts  to  thee, 
What  hast  thou  brought  to  Me?" 

And  what  of  our  response?  Shall  it  be  anything  less  than  the 
humble  beseeching  of  Him  to  accept  what  we  have  to  offer? 
How  better  shall  we  present  it  than  in  the  memorable  words 
from  the  same  pen,  answering  back: 


"Take  my  life,  and  let  it  be 
Consecrated,  Lord,  to  Thee; 
Take  my  hands,  and  let  them  move 
At  the  impulse  of  Thy  love. 

Take  my  feet,  and  let  them  be 
Swift  and  beautiful  for  Thee; 
Take  my  voice,  and  let  me  sing 
always,  only,  for  my  King. 

Take  my  lips,  and  let  them  be 
Filled  with  messages  for  Thee; 
Take  my  silver  and  my  gold, 
Not  a  mite  would  I  withhold. 

Take  my  moments  and  my  days, 
Let  them  flow  in  ceaseless  praise; 

Take  my  intellect,  and  use 
Ev'ry  pow'r  as  Thou  shalt  choose, 

Take  my  will  and  make  it  Thine, 

It  shall  be  no  longer  mine; 
Take  my  heart,  it  is  Thine  own, 
It  shall  be  Thy  royal  throne, 

Take  my  love,  my  Lord,  I  pour 
At  Thy  feet  its  treasure  store; 
Take  myself  and  I  will  be 
Ever,  only,  all  for  Thee." 

— Selected  from  Christian  Victory 

21  December  2004 
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CENTRAL  CONFERENCE 
LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 

The  Central  Conference  Layman's  League  will  be  held 
on  December  6  at  Kings  Cross  Roads  Church.  A  meal  will 
be  served  at  6:30  p.m.  with  a  business  session  following  at 
7:30  p.m. 

EXECUTIVE 
BOARD  MEETING 

The  Executive  Board  meeting  will  be  held  on  Decem- 
ber 11  at  Dixie  Queen  Restaurant  in  Winterville  begin- 
ning at  7  p.m. 


The  State  Layman's  League 
would  like  to  wish 
everyone  a  very 
blessed  Christmas 

and  a 
Happy  New  Year. 


(AMP  VAMDEMERE 


REPORT  FOR  2004 

Camp  Vandemere  has  been  very  blessed  this  year.  We 
would  like  to  thank  all  of  the  many  people  who  have  vol- 
unteered their  time  and  given  money  to  help  improve  the 
camp. 

SUMMER  CAMP 

The  camp  has  been  used  a  lot  this  summer  for  summer 
weeks  of  camp,  weekend  retreats,  family  reunions,  wed- 
ding receptions,  and  church  retreats.  Many  souls  were 
saved  and  many  rededicated  their  lives  to  the  Lord. 

ANNUAL  SINGIN' 
BY  THE  RIVER 

There  were  two  singings  this  year  at  the  camp.  The  May 
Gospel  Sing/ Open  House  was  a  first  this  year,  but  it  was 
a  success  raising  $2,000.  The  annual  August  Singin'  By 
the  River  was  a  huge  success  this  year  raising  $16,000. 

IMPROVEMENT 

We  now  have  a  new  golf  cart,  a  bathroom  added  to  the 
dining  hall,  floors  in  the  dining  hall  painted,  a  drop  ceil- 
ing put  in  the  dining  hall,  a  remodeled  boys'  bathroom  in 
dorms,  new  floors  put  in  dorm  bathrooms,  and  a  com- 
pleted storage  building. 


UPCOMING  EVENTS 

May  21 — Second  Annual  Gospel  Sing/Open  House 

2005  Summer  Camp — Look  for  the  schedule  in  The  Free 
Will  Baptist 

August  19-20 — Annual  Singin'  By  the  River 


**Please  invite  the  Camp  Manager  to  your  church  for  a 
camp  presentation/slide  show.  Wesley  Taylor,  Camp 
Manager  (252)  745-3171  office,  (252)  634-1287  pager,  (252) 
514-3222  cell  phone. 

**Camp  Vandemere  challenges  20  churches  to  pledge 
$1,000  for  a  40x80  all-purpose  shelter  for  the  camp 
grounds.  This  building  will  be  used  for  our  annual  Singin' 
By  the  River,  and  for  anyone  who  wants  to  sit  and  enjoy 
the  view.  The  building  will  be  an  open  structure  with  pic- 
nic tables,  rocking  chairs,  and  swings. 

**Please  support  Camp  Vandemere  by  putting  us  in  your 
church  budget.  Without  the  funds,  Camp  Vandemere  can- 
not grow. 

**Starting  January  2005,  Camp  Vandemere  will  be  pro- 
viding full  linens  for  all  of  our  campers.  The  new  prices 
will  be:  Dorms:  $12  per  night;  Lodge:  $45  per  night;  week 
of  camp:  $85  per  child. 
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People  6  Events 


CHRISTMAS  GREETINGS  FROM  POWHATAN 


Best  wishes  to  all  our  denominational  family  and  min- 
istries during  this  wonderful  season!  We  thank  God  con- 
tinually for  all  our  blessings  and  ask  for  future  strength 
and  growth  for  us  all. 

Powhatan  Woman's  Auxiliary  President  Ann  Narron 
and  Rita  Jones  attended  the  district  study  course  on  "Dis- 
ciplined Prayer"  presented  by  Hopewell  president  Helen 
Floyd  on  Tuesday  September  28.  There  was  a  good  num- 
ber present  from  at  least  eight  or  nine  churches.  Sister 
Floyd  told  us  we  need  to  work  on  our  faithful  communi- 
cation with  God  to  keep  our  close  relationship  with  Him. 

Oldest  Member  Sunday  was  celebrated  on  October  10 
with  testimony  given  by  many  of  the  over-80  crowd 
present.  Joyce  Blinson,  age  92,  is  the  oldest  member  and 
she  was  accompanied  by  several  others  who  gave  testi- 
mony of  their  love  for  Powhatan.  Sister  Blinson  shared 
memories  with  her  Sunday  School  class  of  walking 
through  the  local  woods  as  a  child  in  winter  after  logging 
had  been  done.  She  remembers  being  amazed  at  the  beau- 
tiful scene  of  frost  on  the  holly  bushes  with  their  red  ber- 
ries glistening,  showing  nature  reflecting  God's  creation. 
A  meal  was  enjoyed  in  the  new  fellowship  hall  following 
services  in  honor  of  the  seniors. 

A  study  course  breakfast  with  Sandra  Hargis  was  held 
on  Saturday  morning,  October  16.  She  asked  for  several 
volunteers  to  read  verses  and  talked  about  the  faithful- 
ness of  God  to  His  children.  Following  the  breakfast,  a 
"shower"  of  gifts  were  delivered  for  the  new  fellowship 
hall  by  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  members. 


The  youth  went  to 
Ken's  Corn  Maze  for 
an  evening  of  scram- 
bling to  have  the  best 
recorded  time  for 
finding  your  team's 
way  out  of  the  maze 
of  stalks.  The  team  of 
Daniel  Bagley,  Nikki 
Jones,  and  Kim 
Reeves  had  the  fastest 
time. 


A  group  from  the  church  surprised  Sister  Ollie  Brady  for  her 
89th  birthday  on  October  8  at  Smithfield  Manor. 


ft 


The  Christmas  That  Was  Really  Christmas  iwj 


by  John  N.  Bryant 

One  of  the  best  and  most  powerful 
Christmas  dramas  ever  written. 


Piney  Grove  Church  (Cape  Fear) 
Sunday,  December  12, 2004,  6  p.m. 
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"MISS"  PEARL  JOHNSON  HUNT 
CELEBRATES  90TH  BIRTHDAY 

"Miss"  Pearl  Johnson 
Hunt  celebrated  her  90th 
birthday  on  October  24, 
2004.  Around  one  hun- 
dred family  and 
friends — including  four 
grandchildren,  four 
great-grandchildren,  and 
her  one  great-great- 
grandchild— attended  a 
reception  in  her  honor  at 
Palmer  Memorial 
Church  near  Garner. 
"Miss"  Pearl  (as  many 
know  her)  and  her 
daughter,  Wanda,  are  ac- 
tive members  of  the 
Pictured  left  to  right  is  "Miss"  Pearl  with  Dr.  W.  church. 
Burkette  Roper,  president  emeritus  of  Mount  Olive  Col-  "Miss"  Pearl  grew  up 
lege,  and  her  daughter,  Wanda.  in  the  Hopewell-Pisgah 

community  of  Johnston  County.  She  now  lives  in  Garner.  She  was  married  to 
the  Rev.  M.  L.  Johnson  who  died  in  1969  and  then  to  Mr.  James  Hunt  Sr.  who 
died  in  2003.  Her  career  has  included  employment  at  Mount  Olive  College, 
Louisburg  College,  and  St.  Mary's  College. 

WILSON  CHURCH 
CELEBRATES  HOMECOMING 

Homecoming  at  First  Church  in  Wilson  was  celebrated  with  songs,  a  skit 
and  a  sermon.  It  was  a  celebration  of  the  85th  Anniversary  of  the  founding  of 
the  church.  From  its  early  beginning  in  the  1920s  the  church  has  been  a  beacon 
in  the  community.  It  has  open  arms  to  beckon  anyone  to  worship  and  to  fel- 
lowship. The  church  was  organized  in  a  house  in  downtown  Wilson.  For  most 
of  its  history,  the  congregation  worshiped  in  its  church  building  on  Granger 
Street.  Its  most  recent  location  is  on  the  corner  of  Packhouse  Road  and  Nash 
Street. 

A  skit  entitled,  "Why  Church?"  was  performed  by  Randy  Faircloth,  Jensen 
Davis,  and  Christie  Noble,  emphasizing  the  need  for  Christians  to  gather  in  a 
body  for  fellowship  and  mutual  inspiration. 

Pastor  Wayne  King,  in  his  sermon,  "It's  Good  to  Have  the  Family  Home," 
pointed  out  that  there  are  different  ways  to  look  at  the  church.  Some  view  it  as 
an  obligation.  Others  only  see  it  as  a  place  for  special  events.  The  Bible  sees 
the  church  as  a  family.  Pastor  King  presented  the  congregation  the  thought 
that  everyone  needs  a  family  and  a  home  to  come  home  to,  especially  at  the 
end  of  life. 

Special  recognition  was  given  to  three  members  of  the  church  for  their  ser- 
vice to  the  church  and  community.  The  three,  Hoover  Davis,  Ramey  Jo  Dail, 
and  Nancy  Matthews  were  named  for  many  years  of  continued  service. 

Six  deceased  members  were  remembered  in  the  memorial  service  by  Janice 
owens.  They  were  Jenny  Hayes,  Agnes  Vester,  Charles  Sullivan,  Bossie  Carroll, 
Doris  Whitley,  and  A.  J.  Scott. 

Homecoming  activiites  concluded  with  food  in  the  activity  building. 
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FALL  FUN 
NIGHT  AT 
CABIN  CHURCH 

On  fifth  Sunday  nights  you  can 
find  the  members  of  Cabin  Church 
enjoying  the  company  of  one  another 
in  their  fellowship  hall.  Here,  fifth 
Sunday  nights  are  observed  as  "Fam- 
ily Night."  It's  good  to  have  a  time 
set  aside  just  for  fellowship  so  we  can 
really  get  to  know  our  fellow  church 
members  instead  of  just  knowing  of 
them. 

Since  Halloween  fell  on  October's 
fifth  Sunday  night,  the  Family  Night 
was  combined  with  a  Fall  Fun  Night. 
Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  Wayne  Watson, 
began  with  devotion  and  prayer. 
Then  a  fine  country  meal  of  chicken 
and  pastry,  sweet  potato  casserole, 
and  cornbread  was  served  along  with 
numerous  other  foods  and  goodies. 
The  children  enjoyed  games  of  mu- 
sical chairs,  go  fishing,  and  pick-up 
ducks  for  prizes,  while  the  adults 
participated  in  cake  walks.  There  was 
something  for  everyone  to  enjoy  and 
a  good  time  was  had  by  all. 

The  pastor  and  church  members  of 
Cabin  Church  cordially  invite  you  to 
attend  any  of  our  worship  services  on 
Sunday  morning,  Sunday  evening, 
and  Wednesday  evening.  If  you  are 
already  a  member  of  a  church,  good! 
However,  since  some  churches  do  not 
have  fifth  Sunday  night  worship  ser- 
vices, we  extend  a  special  invitation 
for  anyone  in  the  community  to  join 
us  on  Family  Night  for  a  wonderful 
time  of  fellowship,  and  of  course, 
good  food.  We  are  located  at  2167 
Sarecta  Road,  Beulaville.  Give  us  a 
chance  to  get  to  know  you  as  well! 


NEW  FELLOWSHIP  HALL  DEDICATED  AT  CABIN  CHURCH 


Rev.  Wayne  Watson  and  deacons  of  Cabin  Church  near 
Beulaville  stand  in  front  of  the  completed  fellowship  hall  that  was 
dedicated  on  Sunday,  October  10.  The  church  has  been  working  on 
the  new  structure  in  tivo  phases  for  six  years.  (L-R):  the  Rev. 
Watson.  Don  Taylor,  Contractor  Ryan  Williams,  A.  R.  Mercer, 
Travis  Williams,  and  Willie  Taylor.  Not  pictured — honorary  dea- 
con Lawrence  Houston. 


The  group  gathers  inside  the  new  fellowship  hall's  kitchen  area. 


A  new  fellowship  hall  at  Cabin  Church  was  dedi- 
cated on  Sunday,  October  10.  The  church  is  located  just 
outside  Beulaville  on  Sarecta  Road. 

The  construction  project  was  started  on  July  19, 1998, 
when  members  of  the  church  began  raising  funds  for 
the  first  of  two  phases. 

By  February  7, 1999,  $30,000  had  been  raised  through 
offerings,  donations,  and  memorial  contributions.  A 
groundbreaking  service  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev. 
Ralph  Sumner  was  held  on  March  26,  2000,  and  con- 
struction by  contractor  Ryan  Williams  began  on  April 
18,  2000. 

The  first  phase  of  the  project  was  paid  in  full  in  July 
of  2001,  and  landscaping  around  the  new  facility  was 
done  by  Boy  Scout  Troop  47  under  the  direction  of  Disel 
Hinkle. 

The  Phase  I  Building  Committee,  including  Ella  Moss 
Houston,  A.R.  Mercer,  Ellis  Lanier,  Willie  Taylor,  and 
Ryan  Williams. 

The  first  usage  by  the  church  after  the  completion  of 
Phase  I  was  for  homecoming  on  October  8, 2001.  A  rib- 
bon cutting  ceremony  was  held,  with  A.R.  Mercer  do- 
ing the  honors. 

Phase  II  was  completed  on  Saturday,  October  9, 2004, 
just  in  time  to  be  used  for  this  year's  homecoming.  A 
dedication  service  was  held  by  the  Rev.  Wayne  Watson, 
with  119  members  and  guests  in  attendance. 

The  church  is  especially  grateful  to  Lawrence  and 
Ella  Moss  Houston,  A.R.  and  Lottie  Mercer,  Willie  Tay- 
lor, and  everyone  who  generously  gave  their  time  and 
talents  to  see  that  this  project  was  ready  for  homecom- 
ing. 

"Most  of  all,  thanks  goes  to  the  Glory  of  God  for  sup- 
plying all  our  needs,"  said  a  church  spokesperson. 


2005  Woman's  Auxiliary  Devotion  Book  ($5.50  each) 
and  Layman  s  League  Devotion  Book  ($5  each) 
Are  Now  Available  in  your  Bible  Bookstores 
located  in  Ayden,  New  Bern,  and  Kinston. 
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BIBLE  STUDY  GROUP 


Pictured  are  participants  who  took  part  in  the  October 
16  Bible  Study  sponsored  by  the  Ethel  Tart  Circle  of 
Smyrna  Church  located  in  the  Meadow  community  near 
Benson. 

Anita  Norris  of  Goldsboro,  formerly  of  Benson,  was 
facilitator  for  the  workshop  entitled  "The  Bride  of  Christ" 
outlining  old  marriage  customs  with  today's  customs 
comparing  our  love  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Participating  were  left  to  right:  circle  president,  Peggy 
Parker,  Mrs.  Norris,  Emily  McLamb  Lee,  a  bride-elect  who 
was  honored  along  with  Miss  Benson  Savak  Allen  who 
provided  music. 

LIVING  NATIVITY 
TO  BE  HELD 


Black  Jack  Church  located  at  2972  Black  Jack-Simpson 
Road,  Greenville,  NC,  will  host  a  Living  Nativity  Drive 
Thru,  December  17-19, 2004  from  6:30-8  p.m.  Everyone  is 
invited  to  attend.  Just  drive  to  the  church  and  follow  di- 
rections! 


from  the  Management  and  Staff 
of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
and  Ay  den,  New  Bern,  and 
Kinston  Bible  Bookstores 


Need  an  idea  for  a 
Wedding,  Birthday,  or 
Christmas  gift? 

Try  a 

Little  Rock  Church  Cookbook! 

This  hard-cover,  three-ring 
binder  is  loaded  with 
nearly  1,000  delicious, 
easy,  and  tested  recipes! 

$15  each 


Limited  Special  Offer: 

Buy  3,  Get  1  Free! 
Offer  expires:  12/25/2004 


For  details  on  how  to  purchase  this  treasure, 
Contact:  Jeanette  Flowers  (252)  239-1995 
Debbi  Long  (252)  239-1622 
Cynthia  Kennedy  (252)  243-7761 
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in  the  Six  lliulil 


S&unA  View  OFWB  CL  Harm 

Newport,  NoirlL  Carolina 
Eastern)  Ceefeireimce 


Kenneth  Cottle  was  on  hand  to 
greet  people  and  pass  out  bulletins 
at  the  Sound  View  OFWB  Church  for 
the  Sunday  morning  service.  Numer- 
ous deacons  were  also  on  hand  with 
Pastor  Grady  Simpson  to  welcome 
people  to  the  year-old  sanctuary,  a 
beautiful  brick  building  adjacent  to 
the  older  white  building  now  used  as 
the  Sunday  School  and  fellowship 
hall. 

The  congregation  turned  to  the 
hymn,  When  1  See  The  Blood,  and  sang: 

When  I  see  the  blood,  When  I  see  the 
blood, I  will  pass, I  will  pass  over  you. 

Deacon  Shannon  Inman  said  to  the 
congregation,  "Let  us  start  out  this 
week  right  at  the  Lord's  house.  "Af- 
ter the  choir  sang,  He  Touched  Me,  and 
Greg  Lewis  sang,  The  Lighthouse,  Dea- 
con Inman  reminded  all,  "Christ 
doesn't  give  up  on  us.  A  lot  of  people 
have  been  saved  by  a  lighthouse,  but 
our  lighthouse  is  Jesus.  Are  you  ready 
to  hear  some  good  preaching?" 

"Yes!"  proclaimed  the  congrega- 
tion. 

Pastor  Grady  Simpson  stepped  for- 
ward to  deliver  his  Sunday  morning 
message,  The  Divine  Grip. 


Sermon:  The  Divine  Grip 

Pastor  Simpson  turned  to  2  Samuel 
23:8-12  and  read  about  the  three 
mighty  men  who  stood  by  David:  (1) 
Adino  the  Eznite  who  lifted  up  his 
spear  against  800;  (2)  Eleazar  whose 
hand  gripped  his  sword  until  he  won 
a  victory  over  the  Philistines;  (3) 
Shammah  who  won  a  victory  over 
the  Philistines.  "These  were  three 
men  who  stood  by  King  David  thick 
or  thin.  The  Lord  wrought  a  great  vic- 
tory. We  might  say  these  three  men 
had  a  divine  grip  as  they  stood  by 
David  just  as  God  stands  by  us. 
David  was  not  always  a  saint.  He  had 
frailties  of  the  flesh,  frailties  of  the 
mind  because  he  did  sin.  But  these 
three  men  did  not  walk  away  from 
David.  They  stood  by  him  and  fought 
for  him.  Is  there  anyone  here  who  is 
not  frail?"  asked  Pastor  Simpson.  "Is 
there  anyone  here  who  has  not 
walked  through  the  valley  of  hate, 
through  the  valley  of  lust,  through 
the  valley  of  pride?"  he  asked  again. 

"These  three  men — Adino,  Eleazar, 
and  Shammah — put  their  life  on  the 
line  for  David.  Jesus  is  our  David. 
Jesus  is  better,  for  David  was  a  man. 
Think  how  much  more  honor  Jesus 
should  have,"  proclaimed  Simpson. 


Dr.  Pepper         Rev.  Michael 
Worthington  Warning 
Circuit  Writer       Circuit  Artist 


Editor's  Note:  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

announces  the  beginning  of  a  nev) 
column,  In  the  Spotlight.  The  Rev. 
Michael  Warning  and  Dr.  Pepper 
Worthington  are  acting  as  circuit 
witnesses  to  our  church  life  across  the 
denomination.  Rev.  Warning's  pen  and 
ink  sketch  and  Dr.  Worthington's 
account  of  a  Sunday  service  hope  to 
awaken  a  new  interest  in  what  is  going 
on  in  our  churches  across  the 
denomination.  Each  issue  of  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  in  2004  will  feature  a 
church  visited  by  our  circuit  witnesses. 

"People  today,"  he  continued, 
"who  ride  in  cars,  fly  in  airplanes,  live 
in  good  health  or  bad  health  do  not 
understand  the  importance  of  Jesus 
in  their  life." 


The  Rev.  Grady  Simpson  is  the  be- 
loved pastor  of  Sound  View  Church. 


Heaven  and  Hell 

"There  is  a  literal  Heaven  and  a  lit- 
eral Hell,"  declared  Simpson.  "There 
is  nothing  in  between.  What  is  life 

(Continued  on  page  29) 
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worth  anyway  if  you  do  not  believe 
in  Heaven  and  Hell?  People  may 
laugh  at  you  when  you  talk  about 
Jesus.  I  just  tell  them  if  Heaven  and 
Hell  are  not  true,  then  prove  to  me 
there  is  nothing  after  death.  A  belief 
in  Heaven  and  Hell  makes  me  be  a 
stronger  Christian,  a  better  citizen,  a 
better  husband.  I'm  a  better  man  for 
my  belief,"  declared  Simpson.  "If 
Heaven  or  Hell  are  not  true,  what 
have  I  lost?  But  if  Heaven  or  Hell  are 
true,  what  have  you  lost?"  he  asked. 

The  Presence  of  Evil 

"We  live  on  this  earth  and  we  have 
an  adversary,"  proclaimed  Simpson. 
"I  know  the  world  is  bad,  Satan 
makes  it  so,  but  I  serve  Jesus  just  as 
Adino,  Eleazar,  and  Shammah  served 
David.  Eleazor's  hand  clung  to  his 
sword.  God  called  him  to  go  out  and 
to  face  the  people.  He  stood  up  for 
God  with  his  divine  grip  and  David 
was  his  king.  He  won.  Eleazar  and 
the  two  other  men  stood  by  David  no 
matter  what.  The  sword  of  salvation 
is  Jesus!"  preached  Simpson. 

"We  must  stand  up  to  a  world 
where  evil  is  lurking  in  every  corner. 
We  need  to  be  full  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
We  need  to  be  full  of  the  Father  and 
the  Son.  We  have  got  to  pick  up  the 
sword  to  fight  evil.  The  Devil  has  our 
name.  In  my  life  my  wife  of  30  years, 
Nancy,  has  stood  by  me  and  been  my 
rock.  Jesus  has  been  my  salvation.  Let 
us  take  the  grip  of  Jesus  and  walk 
with  Jesus  in  our  heart.  Let  us  grip 
that  sword  of  salvation.  In  no  way 
will  Jesus  cast  us  out.  Jesus  is  a  great 
Savior.  Pick  up  that  sword  and  carry 
that  sword  into  battle  against  evil.  Let 
us  get  back  into  the  grace  of  Jesus," 
Simpson  concluded. 


Among  the  deacons  of  Sound  View  are  (left  to  right):  Deivitt  Page,  Quinton  Williams,  Rodney 
Williams,  Elbert  Bailey,  and  Shannon  Inman.  Inman  holds  little  Sarah  Grace  Bryant. 


Kenneth  Cottle  greeted  people  and  gave  out 
bulletins  at  Sound  View  Sunday  morning 
service. 


Trevor  Festerman  (left)  and  Shannon 
Inman  ( right)  are  active  youth  at  Sound  View 
OFWB  Church. 


Rosa  Garner  attended  Sound  View  OFWB 
Church's  Sunday  morning  worship  service. 
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f  There  are  three  kinds  of  giving:  f 
grudge  giving,  duty  giving,  and 
thanksgiving.  Grudge  giving  says,  "I 
hate  to/'  duty  giving  says,  'I  ought 
to/'  thanksgiving  says,  1  want  to." 
The  first  comes  from  constraint,  the 
second  from  a  sense  of  obligation, 

and  the  third  from  a  full  heart. 
Nothing  much  is  conveyed  in  grudge 
giving  since  '  the  gift  without  the 
giver  is  bare.''  Something  more 
happens  in  duty  giving  but  there  is 
no  song  in  it.  Thanksgiving  is  an 
open  gate  into  the  love  of  God. 


Robert  N.  Rodenmayer 
Harper  &  Row  Publishers,  Inc 


SUBMISSION  DEADLINE  INFORMATION 
FOR  ARTICLES  AND  ADVERTISING 

The  deadline  for  submissions  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist  is 
the  5th  day  of  the  month  prior  to  publication.  (Example: 
Items  to  be  published  in  a  January  issue  must  be  in  no 
later  than  the  5th  day  of  December.)  You  may  submit 
items  by  any  of  the  following  methods: 

•  E-mail  to  <editor@fwbpress.com>, 

•  Fax  to  (252)  746-9248,  Attn:  Editor, 

•  Hand  deliver,  or 

•  Mail  to:  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

PO  Box  159 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 


*no  phone-in  or  handwritten  information  will  be 
accepted!  All  material  must  be  typed  (double-spaced)! 
*plctures  are  not  returned  unless  there  is  an  ap- 
propriate self-addressed  stamped  envelope  included! 


Submissions  for  Personal  Information  Changes  will  be  run 
for  2  months  only. 


WANTS  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU  IF  YOU: 

have  a  new  address,  received  damaged  or  duplicate 
copies,  missed  an  issue,  experienced  any  billing  prob- 
lems, or  you  want  to  renew.  You  may  contact  us  by 
e-mail  at:  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone  at 
(252)  746-6128  or  (800)  849-3927. 


MOW  YOU  CAN  /HOP  ON-LINE! 

If  you  are  unable  to  visit  one  of  our  3  bookstore  locations 
in  person,  consider  doing  your  shopping  on-line  at: 

fwbp .  sp  re  ad  the  wo  rd .  com 


Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc. 
Ayden,  Kinston,  &  New  Bern  Bible  Bookstores 
3928  Lee  Street  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  (800)  849-3927 


Spreading  the  Word  through  the  printed  page! 


Churches  i  Nimstry 

POSITIOriS  AVAILABLE 


Beginning  with  the  January  2005 

issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  the  advertising  rates 
listed  below  will  take  effect  for  churches,  auxil- 
iary organizations,  and  individuals.These  charges 
will  apply  to  any  announcements,  coming  event 
listings,  invitations,  and  registration  forms.  There 
is  no  charge  for  article  submissions.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  contact  the  editor  at  (800)  849-3927 
ext.  227  or  by  e-mail  at  <editor@fwbpress.com>. 


Display  Ads 


1/8 

page  = 

=  $10 

1/4 

page  = 

=  $15 

1/3 

page  = 

=  $20 

1/2 

page  = 

=  $25 

2/3 

page  = 

=  $30 

3/4 

page  = 

=  $35 

Full 

page  = 

=  $40 

Churches  &  Ministry  Positions  =  $10 
Personal  Information  Changes  =  Free 

These  rates  are  for first-time  runs.  Additional  consecu- 
tive runs  are  half-price  ( of  equal  or  lesser  size). 

The  printing  of  ads  is  contingent  on  the  availability  of 
space.  We  reserve  the  right  to  condense  space  as  neces- 
sary. You  will  be  charged  only  for  the  actual  size  used. 


Reedy  Branch  Church,  Pitt  County,  is  seeking  a  full- 
time  youth  director.  Any  interested  persons  should  send 
a  resume  to:  Reedy  Branch  Church,  Youth  Committee, 
4457  Reedy  Branch  Rd.,  Winterville,  NC  28590. 

The  Reverend  Robert  M.  May  is  available  for  interim, 
pulpit,  supply,  or  revivals.  You  may  contact  him  at  (252) 
332-5743  or  by  mail  at  146  Slaughter  Rd.,  Ahoskie,  NC 
27910. 

The  Reverend  Swade  Benson  is  available  for  full-time, 
part-time,  or  interim  pastoral  services.  Interested 
persons  may  contact  him  by  phone  at  (919)  553-4837. 

The  Reverend  Charles  Petit,  is  available  for  pastoral  or 
supply  work.  You  may  contact  him  at  (919)  553-5741. 

Dublin  Grove  Church,  Aurora,  NC  is  seeking  a  part- 
time  minister.  Those  interested  may  contact  Troy  Peele 
by  phone  at  (252)  322-5548,  e-mail  at 
<Tessie@pamlico.net>  or  Mrs.  Mildred  Brothers  by 
phone  at  (252)  322-4133. 

Kenly  Church  is  seeking  a  full-time  pastor.  Anyone 
interested  may  send  a  confidential  resume  to:  Earl 
Blackmon,  PO  Box  321,  Kenly,  NC  27542. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist 

Subscribe 
Today! 


□  New  Subscription 


or 


□  Renewal 


Individuals: 

□  1  year  (12  issues)  $15.00 

□  2  years  (24  issues)  $27.00 

□  4  years  (48  issues)  $53.00 


Yes!  I  want  to  subscribe  and  stay  informed. 


Name  (please  print) 
Address  


City 


State 


Zip 


Phone  Number  __(_ 


area  code 


Church  (if  a  Plan)  

Churches: 

□  Bundle  Plan  ($8.50  each):  Lots  of  12  or  more  copies  are  sent 
to  one  individual  who  in  turn  distributes  these. 
I  would  like  to  order  copies  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 

'-)  Every  Family  Plan  ($11.75  each):  The  church  provides  us  the 
names  and  addresses  of  every  member  and  we  send  them  to 
each  home.  The  church  is  billed  quarterly. 


Mail  This  Form  With  Payment  To:  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  PO  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513 


DUKE  UNIVERSITY  5/22/2006 
PERKINS  LIBRARY 
SERIAL  DEPARTMENT 
DURHAM      NC  27706 


These  churches  keep  up  to  date  with  the 
latest— through  group  subscriptions  to 


Agape  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 

Antioch  Church,  Pikeville,  NC 

Beaverdam  Church,  Clarendon,  NC 

Bethany  Church,  Wadesboro,  NC 

Bethany  Layman's  League^  Winterville,  NC 

Bethel  Church,  Four  Oaks,  NC 

Beulaville  Church,  Beulaville,  NC 

Black  Jack  Church,  Greenville,  NC 

Cabin  Church,  Beulaville,  NC 

Charity  Mission/Church, Whiteville,  NC 

Christian  Chapel  Church,  Pink  Hill,  NC 

Core  Creek  Church,  Cove  City,  NC 

Covenant  Church,  Hope  Mills,  NC 

Crab  Point  Church,  Morehead  City,  NC 

Croatan  Church,  New  Bern,  NC 

Cypress  Creek,  Whiteville,  NC 

Daly's  Chapel  Church,  Seven  Springs,  NC 

Daniel's  Chapel  Woman's  Aux.,  Wilson,  NC 

Davis  Church,  Davis,  NC 

Deep  Run  Church,  Deep  Run,  NC 

Edgewood  Church,  Macclesfield,  NC 

Elm  Grove  Church,  Ayden,  NC 

Everett  Chapel  Church,  Clayton,  NC 

First  Church,  Durham,  NC 

First  Church,  Goldsboro,  NC 

First  Church,  Greenville,  NC 

First  Church,  High  Point,  NC 

First  Church,  Kinston,  NC 

First  Church,  Plymouth,  NC 

First  Church,  Rocky  Mount,  NC 

First  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 

First  Church,  Tarboro,  NC 

First  Church,  Warsaw,  NC 

First  Church,  Williamston,  NC 

First  Church,  Wilson,  NC 

Folkstone  Church,  Holly  Ridge,  NC 

Free  Union  Church,  Spring  Hope,  NC 

Free  Union  Church,  Walstonburg,  NC 

Fremont  Church,  Fremont,  NC 

Friendly  Chapel  Church,  Greensboro,  NC 

Friendship  Church,  Farmville,  NC 

Greater  Bethlehem  Church,  Starke,  FL 

Grimsley  Church,  Snow  Hill,  NC 

Gum  Swamp  Church,  Greenville,  NC 


Harmony  Church,  Wilson,  NC 

Harrell's  Chapel  Church,  Snow  Hill,  NC 

Haymount  Church,  Fayetteville,  NC 

Hickory  Grove  Church,  Robersonville,  NC 

Hillsberry  Church,  Clinton,  NC 

Holly  Springs  Woman's  Aux.,  Newport,  NC 

Hopewell  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 

House  of  Prayer  Church,  Kernersville,  NC 

Howell  Swamp  Church,  Walstonburg,  NC 

Hugo  Church,  Grifton,  NC 

Jakin  Church,  Jakin,  GA 

Johnston  Union  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 

Kenly  Church,  Kenly,  NC 

Kings  Cross  Roads  Church,  Farmville,  NC 

La  Grange  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 

Lanwood  Chapel  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 

Lee's  Chapel  Church,  Dunn,  NC 

Little  Creek  Church,  Ayden,  NC 

Little  Rock  Church,  Lucama,  NC 

Living  Waters  Church,  Pikeville,  NC 

Macedonia  Church,  Whiteville,  NC 

Marlboro  Church,  Farmville,  NC 

May's  Chapel  Church,  Dudley,  NC 

Moseley's  Creek  Church,  Dover,  NC 

Mt.  Calvary  Church,  Clarkton,  NC 

Mt.  Zion  Church,  Nashville,  NC 

Mt.  Zion  Church,  Bayboro,  NC 

New  Bethlehem  Church,  Grantsboro,  NC 

Northeast  Church,  Mount  Olive,  NC 

Northern  Church,  Bahama,  NC 

Oak  Grove  Church,  Bladenboro,  NC 

Oak  Grove  Church,  Newton  Grove,  NC 

Ormondsville  Church,  Ayden,  NC 

Pearsall  Chapel  Church,  Kenansville,  NC 

Pilgrim's  Home  Church,  Kinston,  NC 

Pine  Level  Church,  Pine  Level,  NC 

Piney  Grove  Church,  Greenville,  NC 

Piney  Grove  Church,  Albertson,  NC 

Piney  Grove  Woman's  Aux.,  Kenly,  NC 

Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Dunn,  NC 

Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Grimesland,  NC 

Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Pikeville,  NC 

Powhatan  Church,  Clayton,  NC 

Rains  Crossroads  Church,  Kenly,  NC 

541  Rl t  310  $  I 

02/01/06  33357  * 


Reedy  Branch  Church,  Winterville,  NC 
Riverside  Church,  Princeton,  NC 
Robert's  Grove  Woman's  Aux.,  Dunn,  NC 
Rock  Springs  Church,  Bailey,  NC 
Rose  Hill  Church,  Winterville,  NC 
Rose  of  Sharon  Church,  Robersonville,  NC 
Russell  Creek  Church,  Beaufort,  NC 
Saint's  Delight  Church,  Ayden,  NC 
Saint's  Delight  Church,  New  Bern,  NC 
Selma  Church,  Selma,  NC 
Shady  Grove  Church,  Dunn,  NC 
Sidney  Church,  Belhaven,  NC 
Silver  Creek  Church,  Swansboro,  NC 
Smith's  New  Home  Church,  Deep  Run,  NC 
Smyrna  Church,  Benson,  NC 
Sneads  Ferry  Church,  Sneads  Ferry,  NC 
Snow  Hill  Church,  Mount  Olive,  NC 
Spring  Branch  Church,  Walstonburg,  NC 
Spring  Hill  Church,  Goldsboro,  NC 
St.  Mary's  Church,  Kenly,  NC 
St.  Mary's  Grove  Church,  Benson,  NC 
St.  Paul  Church,  Newton  Grove,  NC 
Steven's  Chapel  Church,  Benson,  NC 
Stony  Hill  Church,  Middlesex,  NC 
Sweet  Gum  Grove  Church,  Stokes,  NC 
Tee's  Chapel  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
Union  Chapel  Church,  Middlesex,  NC 
Union  Chapel  Church,  Plymouth,  NC 
Unity  Church,  Wilson,  NC 
Verona  Church,  Jacksonville,  NC 
Walnut  Creek  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 
Wardens  Grove  Church,  Lowland,  NC 
Westside  Church,  Kinston,  NC 
Whaley's  Chapel  Church,  Richlands,  NC 
White  Hill  Church,  Aurora,  NC 
White  Oak  Church,  Bladenboro,  NC 
White  Oak  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 
Wildwood  Church,  Garner,  NC 
Wintergreen  Church,  Cove  City,  NC 
Winterville  Church,  Winterville,  NC 
Wooten's  Chapel  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 
Yelverton  Grove  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
Zion  Church,  Blakely,  GA 


your  church  can,  too!  ^uhscnbe^  Tbjety/ 


